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February 22, 2011

To:  Senator Clayton Hee, Chair
And members of the Committee on Judiciary and Labor

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB 921 SD1 RELATING TO MINORS

Hawaii Youth Services Network, a statewide coalition of more than 50
youth-serving organizations, strongly supports SB 921 SD1 Relating to
Minors.

This bill will increase the safety of minors who are runaway or homeless by
allowing them to consent for admission to an emergency youth shelter if their
parents/guardians cannot be reached to provide consent or the parent refuses
consent but will not allow the youth to return home.

The number of youth who cannot obtain parental/guardian consent for shelter
admission is small, but the consequences when youth are forced to remain on
the street are severe. These youth are at high risk for physical or sexual
assault, poor nutrition, inadequate health care, and inability to attend school.
Child Welfare Services is usually unable to intervene as it has very specific
criteria for opening a case and these situations do not usually meet the
threshold.

Admitting a youth to shelter not only assures a safe place to stay, it allows
shelter staff to begin the process of addressing the family issues that led to
the youth’s leaving home. Family counseling can be initiated to facilitate the
minor’s safe return home and, if that is not in the best interests of the child,
alternative housing can be arranged.

This bill grew out of the work of the Safe Shelter for Youth Work Group,
established by legislative resolution in 2008. All members of the Work
Group agreed that allowing youth to provide consent for shelter was a key
action to increase the safety of homeless youth.

Thank you for this opportunity to testify.

Sincerely,

Judith F. Clark, MPH
Executive Director
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