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Testimony

Representative 101m Mizuno, Chair
And members of the Committee on Human Services

Admitting a youth to shelter not only assures a safe place to stay, it allows
shelter staff to begin the process of addressing the family issues that led to
the youth's leaving home. Family counseling can be initiated to facilitate the
minor's safe return home and, if that is not in the best interests of the child,
alternative hOUsing can be arranged.

The number of youth who cannot obtain parental/guardian consent for shelter
admission is small, but the consequences when youth are forced to remain on
the street are severe. These youth are at high risk for physical or sexual
assault, poor nutrition, inadequate health care, and inability to attend school.
Child Welfare Services is usually unable to intervene as it has very specific
criteria for opening a case and these situations do not usually meet 1he
threshold.

This bill grew out of the work of the Safe Shelter for Youth Work Group,
established by legislative resolution in 2008. All members of 1he Work
Group agreed that allowing youth to provide consent for shelter was a key
action to increase the safety of homeless youth.

HYSN worked with the Department of Human Services on their proposed
amendments to the bill and we fully support them.

This bill will increase the safety of minors who are runaway or homeless by
allowing them to consent for admission to an emergency youth shelter if their
parents/guardians caMot be reached to provide consent or the parent refuses
consent but will not allow the youth to return home.

Hawaii Youth Services Network (HYSN), a statewide coalition of more than
50 youth-serving organizations, strongly supports SB 921 Relating to Minors.

To:

March 14,2011

~I'IC.JnC'.

F...... ity S"X»" StmC«;;lrW,," Hllt.IlI'AII

~"'."'~I ohhc .1y..:mt Child CAnller olHI

lI:Jle Kip'" In(;-

H ..l11 'Op~ l:1lni, lnll.

H':l.w~1I Bchavionl Hu.lih.

HaWAii SIIIdMl T~I~vi~i~n

Ht.ld,)' Mo,bul Hc~llh)' &l1bi,,~ Culition

H,.. M.luka Te<::11 enl.
Hili "'1Il~"'') Le.,,·uAf (eMt"'

)Oi:llhi r.tc>b.lI.lkllad~I.llliC.\llh

mY (Kulllo..He.li' [ie~mel)iC)l Yoolll1)
l'tojlt«(

Kid. D~oo,l H~Cb

IGdlJ K..I'I'~

~okw. b!alli V<JItI)

Kula N, Nfl. Poe Ht-u

U!l.al ComNullIl)' Hallb Cmltf

LifcFo."~

r-r,...."cd Y;"ouIldJuan

Th~ lbui F_.ln:.

MlIIJi YOIllllllll4 Pfl.Ol.i]ySc~

i>abt'li.Scukllle:u

Chill a..4 F~)' ShvlQC

C~"Uta:o fl).,. DAl( f"fU H:',l.IV.lIIi

Coll~t.t.CclIlllUUoN

ColllDnonil)' AWU « (:c"'«,

OOtl.«I'" Vl~lt·'u" WM C"ntu

l'.A.R.8.N.T.s.• ln~

l'Allenb AAd 00a".... 1'-e.1l>c-o (PACT)

PI:w>ud. .,n.......~od OtHll1VUi

Q~Vl Liliuokskai Cbildll"n'o CallIU
Koe..J Uait

511hrll"ot> AIm., flllllily iflW"'"dllon 5rw..

StoWlIlUl AIm,. PuUlyTrtacm~nl Sol;.

S~X Abuit T.e~l~'uCtflLt.

$oUOIAIUh\~"Y Com..uml)' C~IlI(f

'Thc Cala!yll C"""p
Th<! ChiUliU', ~e"or~\V~fl

«'>lilo;ikl HcJ.1t.k CCllfa

Womon HeJpI/lt Women

YO\ttbVl:U<ltl

YWCA otKtuli

Ad4ld:Cel\1 Suntu Pl'O(lo1Il'l, ~IU
~t_~AU: a{tdOUI CAd: S~CMI

Atoh,lHou~

NnleriQn Ciril Ub(rt~ v..t."OCa.."b
ANoiitiwc."le~n k~\o"t" c«,. DtHI

lby CliIlic.llICl.

!ig Brodm. Di: Snltft ofHOnO-llIt1o

1llt' Isw.d S\obm.u~Aboo"l: Coundl

!I1\lt;llIUlf ror Chzee

!lobby lIunn Ctn~r

C...b.tUe Cb-uillu H...,,,,,oIi,

CIt.CII.lt OJhIl. YOIlIh Sun':el A.o~n.

MAR-14-2011 10:06AM FAX:808 534 1199 ID:REP MIZUNO PAGE:002 R=96%



HYSN page 2

Thank you for this opportunity to testify.

~~
dith F. Clark, MPH

Executive Director
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