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PURPOSE: The purpose of S.B. 900, S.D. 2, is to establish the Hawaii

interagency council on homelessness under the Department of Human Services for

administrative purposes and makes an appropriation for administrative expenses.

DEPARTMENT'S POSITION: The Department of Human Services (DHS)

supports the overall concept of this bill as it includes initiatives supportive of our goals

and objectives but we are concerned about the cost implications generated by this

proposal.

President Obama has renewed the effort to empower the United States

Interagency Council on Homelessness through which the State of Hawaii is affiliated via

the Region 9 Federal governance.
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The establishment of a Hawaii interagency council on homelessness will allow

the State to collaborate with the jurisdictional Interagency Councils across the nation to

continually fine tune the effort to end homelessness. The United States Interagency

Council on Homelessness recommends that the States establish such a State agency

by legislative action or executive order, or both.

The appointment of Marc Alexander as the Governor's Coordinator on

Homelessness, to spearhead homelessness collaborations across federal, State and

County jurisdictions and with community and businesses partners, is an excellent

starting point to revisit the State's Strategic Plan to End Homelessness and to provide

the statewide collaboration needed to address homelessness issues through the

backing of the Governor's Office.

Thank you for the opportunity to prOVide comments on this bill.

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY AGENCY
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Madam Chair and Members of the House Committee on Housing and Mister Chair and
Members of the House Committee on Human Services, thank you for the opportunity to
provide you with comments regarding Senate Bill 900 as amended by Senate Draft 2,
relating to homelessness.

The Hawaii Public Housing Authority (HPHA) supports this measure, which would re­
establish the Hawaii Interagency Council on Homelessness. However, the HPHA
respectfully requests the Committees to amend this measure to refer designating
authority of an HPHA representative from the Director of the Department of Human
Services (DHS) to the Executive Director of the HPHA. The HPHA is attached to DHS
for administrative purposes only; as such, the designation of a qualified representative
from the HPHA's staff is a decision more appropriately within the purview of the HPHA's
Executive Director, who provides day-to-day management of staff responsibilities.

The HPHA appreciates the opportunity to provide the House Committee on Housing
and the House Committee on Human Services with the agency's position regarding S.B.
900 S.D. 2. We respectfully request the Committees to amend this measure
appropriately and pass it favorably.



S.B. No. 900 S.D. 2

17 SECTION 3. The Hawaii interagency council on homelessness

18 shall be composed of at least one representative from each of

19 the following:

20 (1) The office of the governor, to be designated by the

21 governor.

1 (2) The senate, to be designated by the president of the

2 senate;

3 (3) The house of representatives, to be designated by the

4 speaker of the house of representatives;

5 (4) The benefit, employment, and support services division

6 of the department of human services, to be designated by the

7 director of human services;

8 (5) The homeless programs office of the department of

9 human services, to be designated by the director of human

10 services;

11 (6) The Hawaii public housing authority, to be designated

12 by the executive director of human services the authority;

13 (7) The Hawaii housing finance and development

14 corporation, to be designated by the director of business,

15 economic development, and tourism;

16 (8) The Hawaii community development authority, to be

17 designated by the director of business, economic development,

18 and tourism;
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19 (9) The adult mental health division of the department of

20 health, to be designated by the director of health;

21 (10) The alcohol and drug abuse division of the department

22 of health, to be designated by the director of health;

1 (11) The intake service center division of the department of

2 public safety, to be designated by the director of public safety;

3 (12) The workforce development division of the department

4 of labor and industrial relations, to be designated by the

5 director of labor and industrial relations;

6 (13) The department of education employee or designee

7 who is responsible for the administration of the McKinney-

8 Vento Homeless Assistance Act, to be designated by the

9 superintendent of education;

10 (14) The Hawaii head start program of the department of

11 human services, to be designated by the director of human

12 services;

13 (15) The homeless programs of the United States

14 Department of Veterans Affairs, to be designated by the head

15 of the Hawaii office of the United States Department of

16 Veterans Affairs;

17 (16) The center on the family at the University of Hawaii;

18 (17) The Office of Community Planning and Development of

19 the United States Department of Housing and Urban
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20 Development, to be designated by the director of the Hawaii

21 office of the Office of Community Planning and Development of

22 the United States Department of Housing and Urban

1 Development;

2 (18) The mayor of each county or the mayor's designee,

3 who shall be responsible for the administration of homeless

4 and housing programs for that county;

5 (19) The director or head of the continuum of care

6 collaboration of each county, as follows:

7 (A) Maui homeless alliance;

8 (B) Community action partners (Hawaii county);

9 (C) Partners in care (city and county of Honolulu);

10 and

11 (D) Kauai community alliance;

12 (20) The Hawaii Association of Realtors, to be designated

13 by the president of the Hawaii Association of Realtors;

14 (21) A community health center that provides services to the

15 homeless;

16 (22) The Roman Catholic Diocese of Honolulu, to be

17 designated by the bishop of Honolulu; and

18 (23) The executive director of the Office for Social Ministry,

19 Big Island Branch.



CATHOLIC CHARITIES HAWAI'I

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF S8 900 S02: Relating to Homelessness

TO: Representative Rida Cabanilia, Chair, Housing; and
Representative John Mizuno, Chair, Human Services, and
Members, Committees on Housing and Human Services

FROM: Betty Lou Larson, Legislative Liaison, Catholic Charities Hawaii

Hearing: Wednesday, 3/16/11; 10:00 a.m.; CR 325

Chair Cabanilla, Chair Mizuno, and Members of the Committees on Housing and
Human Services:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on SB 900 SD2, which would
establish the Hawaii Interagency Council on Homelessness. I am Betty Lou Larson,
Legislative Liaison for housing and homeless issues at Catholic Charities Hawaii.
Catholic Charities Hawaii supports the intent of this bill, with the following amendments:

Suggested Amendments:
1. Add the Office of Hawaiian Affairs and Department of Hawaiian Homelands.
2. Add the Leeward Housing Coalition.
3. Delete funding for administrative expenses.

This new Council is an exciting initiative to forge partnerships to end homelessness. It
will work to form a unified plan to address homelessness across the State. All parts of
our community need to be involved to resolve this sometimes overwhelming social
problem. This Council will create one important process to form partnerships and
linkages to achieve effective outcomes. It is not the only one, since business and other
groups need to be involved but in other perhaps more informal ways.

We suggest that the Legislature delete the funding for administrative purposes. With
very limited funds this year, we urge that the scarce funding available should focus on
maintaining the direct services of homeless programs.

Thank you for hearing our testimony and especially for your concern and your support
to end the crisis in homelessness. In these difficult economic times, we appreciate your
dedication to continue to seek solutions to the homeless problems of our State.

CLARENCE T. C. CHING CAMPUS. 1822 Ke'eaumoku Street, Honolulu, HI 96822
Phone (808)373-0356 -- bett)'!ou.lat,;o!1(/j'catholiccharitie,hawaii.orl!.

www.CatholicCharitiesHawaii. 0 rg Aloha United Way



The REALTOR® Building
1136 12'h Avenue, Suite 220
Honolulu, Hawaii 96816

Phone: (808) 733-7060
Fax: (808) 737-4977
Neighbor Islands: (888) 737-9070
Email: har@hawaiirealtors.com

March 16,2011

The Honorable Rida T.R. Cabanilla, Chair
House Committee on Housing

The Honorable John M. Mizuno, Chair
House Committee on Human Services
State Capitol, Room 325
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

RE: S.B. 900, S.D. 2, Relating to Homelessness

HEARING: Wednesday, March 16,2011, at 10:00 a.m.

Aloha Chair Cabanilla, Chair Mizuno and Members of the Joint Committees:

I am Myoung Oh, Government Affairs Director of the Hawai'i Association of
REALTORS® ("HAR"), the voice of real estate in Hawai'i, testifying on behalf of its
8,500 members. HAR supports of S.B. 900, S.D. 2, establishing the Hawai'i Interagency
Council on Homelessness under the Department of Human Services.

There are approximately 6,000 homeless living in Hawai'i, and it is of serious concern to
many communities and residents throughout this State. Furthermore, the high cost of
housing and living, here in the islands, may make it difficult for struggling families trying
to make ends meet to be able to afford the opportunity to own, or even rent a home.

HAR has historically supported mechanisms to help increase the supply of low and
moderate income affordable rental housing, such as the Rental Housing Trust Fund
Program, which helps provide these opportunities.

HAR is supportive of the endeavor to create a Hawai'i Interagency Council. Moreover,
HAR looks forward to assisting with the formation and coordination of a unified plan to
help address homelessness in all counties, and assist in facilitating the acquisition offederal
funding for homeless programs.

Mahalo for the opportunity to testifY.

REALTOR® ;, , reg;",,,,,, ooll~H"_b"",h;p m"k whkh m,y be "~d "Iy by re,1 """ prof,";"'" @
who are members of the NATIONAL ASSOCIAnON OF REALTORS® and subscribe to its strict Code of Ethics.

EQUAl HOUSING
OPPORTuNITY



Helping Hands Hawai'i

To:

From:

Re:

Wednesday, March 16,2011
10:00 a.m.

Conference Room 325

Rep. Rida T.R. Cabanilla, Chair
Rep. Pono Chong, Vice Chair
House Committee on Housing

Rep. John M. Mizuno, Chair
Rep. Jo Jordan, Vice Chair
House Committee on Human Services

Helping Hands Hawaii - Written Testimony Only

SB897 SD2, RELATING TO HOMELESSNESS /
SB900 SD2, RELATING TO HOMELESSNESS

We testify in regards to SB897 SD2, RELATING TO HOMELESSNESS and SB900 SD2,

RELATING TO HOMELESSNESS, which would both establish the Hawaii interagency council

on homelessness. Helping Hands Hawaii (HHH) supports both bills, with suggested

amendments.

HHH is a 501(c)(3) non-profit social service agency, which was incorporated in 1974. HHH

administers a variety of Behavioral Health and Human Services programs, which assist over

37,000 individuals and households each year.

Both our Behavioral Health and Human Services programs provide a wide range of services

intended to prevent homelessness in Hawaii. Our agency provides case management services for

adults with serious and persistent mental illness, including many who are currently homeless,

and also provide case management specifically for Mental Health Kokua's Safe Haven Project in

Chinatown. In addition, our agency also offers emergency financial assistance to help

2100 North Nimitz Highway' Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 • Telephone: (808) 536-7234



individuals who are homeless to obtain and maintain long-term housing through our Emergency

Assistance Fund and Homelessness Prevention & Rapid Re-Housing Program.

HHH supports both SB897 SD2 and SB900 SD2, which would both establish the Hawaii

interagency council on homelessness. HHH believes that homelessness is a concern that affects

every member of our community - either directly or indirectly - and therefore all segments of

our community will need to be involved in order to develop and implement viable and

compassionate solutions to the problem of homelessness. The proposed interagency council on

homelessness will bring members of our community together and will help to foster

collaborative solutions.

However, HHH would prefer that the Legislature pass SB 897 SD2, which does not include any

appropriation for administrative expenses. In addition, HHH suggests the following amendments

to SB897 SD2:

~ Add the Governor's Coordinator on Homelessness to the list of members; and

~ Change the effective date to effective upon approval.

HHH believes that the newly appointed Governor's Coordinator on Homelessness can and

should playa lead role if the interagency council on homelessness is established. We also

believe that the establishment of the council is important, and should be established quickly so

that the council can begin to implement potential solutions to address the concerns of

homelessness in our community.

In these difficult economic times, HHH recognizes that there is only a limited amount of State

funds available, and that funds should be designated to maintaining existing direct services if at

all possible. Although HHH understands the rationale behind including an appropriation for

administrative expenses associated with the council in SB900 SD2, HHH also believes that the

interagency council on homelessness would still be able to achieve its stated goals and purpose

even if an appropriation is not included. The members of the interagency council on

homelessness would be unpaid, and administrative expenses for travel costs could be limited by

exploring alternate meeting options, such as videoconferencing or meeting via webinar.

2100 North Nimitz Highway' HonolUlu. Hawaii 96813 • Telephone: (808) 536-7234



Once again, HHH is in support of SB900 SDI with the suggested amendment mentioned above.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

2100 North Nimitz Highway· Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 • Telephone: (808) 536-7234



PARTNERS IN CARE
Oahu's Coalition of Homeless Providers

http://www.partnersincarehawaii.org/

COMMENTS IN SUPPORT OF SB 900, S02: ESTABLISHING THE HAWAII INTERAGENCY COUNCIL
ON HOMELESSNESS

TO:

FROM:

Hearing:

Representative Rida Cabanilla, Chair, Committee on Housing; Representative John
Mizuno, Chair, Committee on Human Services; and Members, Committees on Housing
and Human Services

Max Gray, Chair, Partners In Care Advocacy Committee

Thursday, 3/16/11; 10:00 AM; Room 325

Chair Cabanilla, Chair Mizuno, and Members of the Committees on Housing and Human Services:

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony on S8 900, SD2, which establishes the Hawaii
Interagency Council on Homelessness and makes an appropriation for administrative expenses. Partners
In Care supports the intent of this bill on the condition that no funds are reallocated from the budgets of
current homeless services or programs. We propose amendments.

Suggested Amendments:

1. Add to the designated entities to sit on the Interagency Council: the Office of Hawaiian Affairs;
Department of Hawaiian Homelands; Leeward Housing Coalition; Department of Land and
Natural Resources; and the City and County of Honolulu Office of Housing.

2. Delete funding for administrative expenses.

More coordination among entities is needed to improve the delivery of homeless services in our state.
Partners In Care, as a consortium of service providers from across O'ahu, advocates on behalf of a
diverse population of homeless men, woman and children. It is among the entities that would be required
to sit on a Hawaii Interagency Council. The U.S. Interagency Council on Homelessness has
recommended that the States establish similar bodies by legislative action or executive order, or both.
The recent appointment by the Governor of Mr. Marc Alexander as the state Coordinator on
Homelessness has helped to drive the discussion in the right direction. We applaud the state
government's efforts to address the problem of homelessness. However, monies for current homeless
programs must not be diverted to meet the needs of such a body.

We urge the Legislature to support the intent of this bill on the condition that funds are not diverted from
other programs to meet the costs of a state Interagency Council.

Thank you for hearing this bill and for your support.

PARTNERS IN CARE c/o Aloha United Way
200 North Vineyard -Suite 700-Honolulu, Hawaii 96817




