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'I'hc I)epa rtmcnt of I.and and Nntu ral Resou rces (Departm ent) sllrr0rts Senale Ri ll X7X (0 

des ignate ' Ope' ape'a, or the JJ awa iian Hoary l.3at. as the offi l: iul state land mam illa i. 

'Opc'ape'a are u cheri shed Ilawaiian wild life species found nowhere else in tht: world. They art: 
listed as endangered by (he state and fede ral governments because of a lack of adequatc 
know ledge oftlu!i r population status and Irends, 

The Department works wilh partners to conduct reseurch and Illanagement projects to benetil thi s 
uniqul: Srl:t.:ics. and we lcomes and supports ellbrts to mise Llwareness or'Ope'ap!:' a, its 
conservation needs. and its srcc ia l place in the biola and culture of the Hawaiian is lands and her 
peop le, 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

mailingl ist@capiloLhawaii .gov 
Friday, February 04, 2011 11 :45 AM 
HWN Testimony 
nb13Iavoie@yahoo.com 
Testimony for S8678 on 21712011 2:45:00 PM 

Testimony for HWN 2/7/2011 2:45 :08 PM 58878 

Conference room: 224 
Testifier position : support 
Testifier will be present: No 
Submitted by: Frank lavoie 
Organization: Indivi dual 
Address: 1296 Kapiolan i Honolulu 
Phone: 
E-mai l: nb131avoie@yahoo . com 
Submitted on: 2/ 4/ 2011 

Comments: 
Aloha Chair Galute ria, 
I am writing in st rong support of the Hoary Bat becoming our state's official land mammal . 
The Hawaiian Hoary Bat has a storied history that is unique to our state. The Hoary bat will 
be a great representat i ve for our state and its des ignation wil l bring r ecognition of its 
endange r ed nature. I urge the committee to pass bill . 
Thank you, 
Frank La voie 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

mailinglist@capitol.hawaiLgov 
Friday, February 04, 201 1 3:19 PM 
HWN Testimony 
bonafrank@yahOo.com 
Testimony for S8878 on 2/7/201 1 2:45:00 PM 

Testimony for HWN 2/7/2011 2:45:00 PM 5B878 

Conf e rence room: 224 
Testifier posi tion : support 
Testifier wi l l be present: No 
Submitted by: Frank Bonaccorso 
Organ i zation: Individual 
Address: 194125 Anuhea Drive Volcano, HI 
Phone : S0S 212 6441 
E-mail: bonafrank@yahoo.com 
Submitted on : 2/ 4/ 2011 

Comments: 
I support passage of HB 878 to make the Hawaiian hoary bat the state land mammal . This i s a 
most appropriate animal representa t ive of our great state given that like the first 
Polynesian voyagers to Cross thousands of miles of ocean i n order t o col onize Hawaii. hoary 
bats had already made a s imilar voyage by air to establish a themselves as a tru l y unique 
Hawaiian animal. Although new genetic ana l ys is is pending, it is highly likely that t he 
Hawaiian hoary bat will be recognized i n the near future as a f ul l species . Frank 
Bonaccorso J Ph.D' J Wi ldlife Ecologi st 
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TO: Committce on Hawaii;,n Affairs 
Scnator Ilrickwood Galuteria, Chair 
Senator Pohai RY:II1 , Vice Chair 

III<:ARING: Monuay, February 7, 20t t ; 2:45 p.m., Confercnce Rm. 224 

RF.: SIl878 - Relating to StateL:tnd MamnH,1 

TESTIMONY IN STKONG SUPI'OIH 

Cha ir Guluteria, Vice Chair Rya n. and members of the Committee on Hawaiian Affa irs. My 
name is George Massengale. I am a member of the I-Iawai ' j Audubon Society and a lso serve as 
thei r legis lat ive analyst during session. We strongly support 5 8878, proclaiming the 
Ihwaiian hO:lry hat :IS the state land mammal. 

The I lawai ' i Audubon Society's mission is the protection of Hawai'i 's nati vc birds, wildlife, 
habitats and our ocean resources; the restoration of ecosys tems; and the conservation or natura l 
resources through education, sc ience and advocacy in Hawai 'i and the Pacific. The Society has 
an establi shed and aclive partnership with the Pacific f isheri es Coalition, and together we 
advocate for various measures that would fu rther protecl our oceans and coastal waters from the 
Big Island of I lawai ' j to Kure in the Northwestem I-lawai ian Islands . 

The Ilawaii<lll hoary bat or ' opc'ape ' a is Hawai' i's only native tcrrestriaimallllllu i. The 
'ope"ape 'a usua ll y weighs 0.49 to 0.63 ounces, is nocturnal, and cats insects. f emales are larger 
than males. Thei r wing span is anout 10.5 to 13.5 inches. It has a heavy fu r coat that is brown 
and gray, and cars tinged with white, givi ng it a frosted or "hoary" look. It is believed to be 
related to the North American hoary bat. 

The "ope'apc"a is a solitary animal that typica ll y leaves its roost shortly before or alter sUll set 
und returns before sunri se. Breeding has only been documented on Ilawai' i <lIld Kaua' i. Like 
their North American relative , the 'ope 'ar e'a gives bi rth to twins during the sUlllmer months. It 
is found primarily from sea lcve l to 7.500 n. a lthough they have been observed ncar the island's 
summits above 13,000 n. Relatively little research has been conducted on this endemic mammal 
and data regarding its habitat and population status are very lim iwd . Most orthe ava ilable 
documentat ion suggests that thi s elusive bat roosts among trees in areas ncar forests. 

The 'ope'ape'a's populat ion is decli ni ng due lO the loss of habitat. pestic ides. predat ion, and 
roost disturbance by hoofed ani mals. fera l pigs, goats, and roaming call ie. Since being listed on 
the Endangered Species List in 1970, conservation efforts were undertaken. A Ilawaiian Hoary 
Uat Recovery Plan was completed in 1998, and the State of Hawai' j's Comprehensive Wi ldl ife 
Conservationi st Strategy recommended conservalion of known occupied hahitat, development 



and implementation of conse rvation plans that guide the management and use of forests to 
reduce negati ve efforts on known bat populat ions, and conti nucd support lo r the ' opc'ape 'a 
research cooperati ve, 

Altlumgh tI eo"servoliolt "'Iralegy has beell dellel"petl tlud implemenled, ongoillg COIl.ferllaliol1 
eff orll' cOlltiulle to be dismal, '''US, little progre!'s is being made. As with several of our 
emlall{:ered bird species, cOlI.fert'utioll efforts were starledloo Itlte 10 prevent exlinetioll. We 
hope Ihat wil/llol be the/flil" oft"e ·ope'ape'" . 

The Society believes that proclaiming the hoary bat as our state land mamlll al will nol onl y raise 
awareness. it wi ll also foclis uttention on how irnporwnt and fragile our environment truly is. 
Hopefu lly thi s recognition wi ll inst igate a ca ll to action to savc thc 'ope'apc'a und prevent its 
demise. 

w~ would urgc thc eomm itlt:c to pass this measure. 

Respectlull y, 

f /j!' / / /f'. . 
" /_ . I·/, -1 

George S. Massengale, J1) 

Legislative Anal yst 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

mailinglist@capitol.hawaii·90v 
Saturday. February 05, 2011 11 :22 AM 
HWN Testimony 
riley .bernard@gmail .com 
Testimony for S8878 on 2nl201 1 3:15:00 PM 

Testimony f o r HWN 2/7/2911 3: 15: 80 PM 58878 

Conference room: 224 
Testifier position: support 
Testifi e r will be present: No 
Submitted by: Riley Bernard 
Organization : Individual 
Add ress : PO Box 1918 Hila, Hi 
Phone: 8e8~333 - 1184 

E- mail : riley.bernard@gmail.com 
Submitted on: 2/5/2811 

Comments: 
As a biologist researching the ecology of the Hawaiian Hoar y Bat, I f eel that it i s necessary 
that this bat be recognized as the Hawaii state land Mammal. With this des ignation, the bat 
will receive more press al lowi ng for the possi bi l i t y for more resea rch which could lead t o 
i ts delisting on the Enda ngered Species list. 
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Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

mailinglist@capitothawaiLgov 
Saturday, February 05, 2011 7:33 PM 
HWN Testimony 
jonalhan.perallo@gmail.com 

Subject: Testimony for $8878 on 2/7/20113:15:00 PM 

Testimony for HWN 2/7/2011 3:15:00 PM $8878 

Conference room: 224 
Testifi er position: support 
Testifie r wil l be present: No 
Submitted by: Jonathan Peralta 
Organization: Individual 
Address: 
Phone: 
E· mail: ionathan.peralto@gmai l.com 
Submi tted on: 2/ 5/2011 

Comments: 

1 
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Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

mailinglist@capitothawaiLgol/ 
Sunday, February 06, 20116:28 PM 
HWN Testimony 
jdieler82@yahoo.com 

Subject: Testimony for $8878 on 2/7/2011 3:15:00 PM 

Testimony for HWN 2/7/2011 3:15:00 PM 58878 

Conference room: 224 
Testifier position: support 
Testifier will be present: No 
Submitted by: Jenn Dieter 
Organization: Indi vidual 
Add ress: 
Phone : 
E-mail : jdieter82@yahoo.com 
Submitted on: 2/ 6/2011 

Comments: 

1 


