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TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB 734

Alcha Chair Dela Cruz and Members of the Committee:

'The Sierra Club, Hawaii Chapter, with 8,000 dues paying members and supporters statewide,
supports SB 734. This measure would allow state income taxpayers to designate a portion of their
returns to the natural area reserve fund, the land conservation fund, or the rental housing trust
fund.

Hawai'i has always placed a high premium on protecting our natural areas. For example, Article
XI of the Hawai'i State Constitution directs that “For the benefit of present and future
generations, the State and its political subdivisions shall conserve and protect Hawai'i’s natural
beauty and all natural resources, including land, water, air, minerals and energy sources, and
shall promote the development and utilization of these resources in a manner consistent with
their conservation and in furtherance of the self-sufficiency of the State . .. .”

This measure would take a step forward in ensuring citizens could elect to protect our natural
areas. This measure gives folks a simple way to protect Hawai‘i’s fragile and unique
environtment.

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify.

& Recycled Content Robert D. Harris, Director
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SB 734 - RELATING TO TAXATION

Permits state income tax payers to designate a portion of their state
income tax returns to the natural area reserve fund, the land conservation
fund, or the rental housing trust fund. Applies to taxable years beginning
after 12/31/10.

On behalf of the Windward Ahupua’a Alliance, 1 am speaking in support of
SB 734 which would allow Hawai' i taxpayers who will be getting a refund from the
State of Hawai 'i for income tax over-payments to designate a set amount to three
already-established funds: the Natural Area Reserve Fund, the Land
Conservation Fund, and the Rental Housing Trust Fund.

There are four other check-off options already in existence - see below for the
most recent reports on the funds generated by this donations.

Although most people know of our involvement in a wide range of
environmental & renewable energy issues, about a year ago we expanded our work
to include housing, health, and human services issues & concerns.

All three of these funds address our issues; but. more importantly, it doesn't
cost the State of Hawai i any additional money to support them. The Tax
Department would have to refund the entire over-payment.

In speaking with individuals whose agencies have benefited from receiving
these small donations, it seems that many folks actually wind up donating even
more money because they feel that the particular cause is worth supporting.

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify in support of SB 734.

Shannon Wood, President & Co-Founder

Windward Ahupua'a Alliance
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FY2008 $114,000

FY2009 = $111,000
FY2009 $ 98,000
FY2009 $ 96,000
FY2008 $209,000
FY2009 $191,000
FY2008 $107,000

FY2009 $205,000





