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Consumer Protection Committee

Senator Rosalyn Baker Chair
Senator Brian Taniguchi Vice Chair

Honorable Chairpersons and Committee Members:

As a nurse practicing at Kaiser Permanente Moanalua Medical Center, I work
closely with excellent PAs. We care for patients as members of a team and as
colleagues.

Senate Bill 705 clarifies that it is legal for nurses to act on orders from PAs
working with physician supervision as required in Chapter 453. Nurses implement
nursing care as part of our own unique profession. However, certain tests and
therapies require an order. We evaluate orders to assure that they are
appropriate for the patient prior to taking action.

The law is currently unclear. Physicians, podiatrists, dentists and advanced
practice nurses are clearly listed as those from whom a nurse may legally
implement an order. Advanced practice nurses were added to the language of the
statute in 2009. PAs are not listed. The legislation merely seeks to clarify
this omission. It also requires that PAs practice with physician supervision as
required in Chapter 453. I support this change as it will update the statute to
reflect current medical practice allow nurses to be assured that they are
practicing within scope of practice.

I ask for your support of this important legislation.
Sincerely,

Mary B. Schultz, RN, CCRN-CSC
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Honorable Chairpersons and Committee Members:

As a PA practicing at Tripler Army Medical Center I work closely with excellent
nurses. We care for patients as members of a team and as colleagues.

Senate Bill 705 clarifies that it is legal for nurses to act on orders from PAs.
Nurses implement nursing care as part of their own unique profession. However,
certain tests and therapies require an order. Nurses evaluate orders to assure
that they are appropriate for the patient prior to taking action.

The law is currently unclear. Physicians, podiatrists, dentists and advanced
practice nurses are clearly listed as those from whom a nurse may legally
implement an order. Advanced practice nurses were added to the language of the
statute in 2009. PAs are not listed. The legislation merely seeks to clarify
this omission. It also requires that PAs practice with physician supervision as
required in Chapter 453.

I ask for your support of this important legislation.
Sincerely,

Marc Albertson PA-C, MPAS
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Senator Rosalyn Baker Chair
Senator Brian Taniguchi  Vice Chair

Honorable Chairpersons and Committee Members:

I am a staff nurse on the Cardiovascular Unit (CVICU) at Kaiser Moanalua Medical
Center. 1 work daily with two Physician Assistants (Cardiothoracic Service & Vascular
Service). They both are excellent providers and are vital members of the healthcare team.
It is important that the nurses are able to take orders from the P.A.s in order to provide
safe and timely care for the patients when the surgeons are not available. Patient care
requires a team approach with the nurses, physician assistants, surgeons, and internal
medicine and critical care physicians. '

Senate Bill 705 clarifies that it is legal for nurses to act on orders from PAs working with
physician supervision as required in Chapter 453. Nurses implement nursing care as part
of our own unique profession. However, certain tests and therapies require an order. We
evaluate orders to assure that they are appropriate for the patient prior to taking action.

The law is currently unclear. Physicians, podiatrists, dentists and advanced practice
nurses are clearly listed as those from whom a nurse may legally implement an order.
Advanced practice nurses were added to the language of the statute in 2009. PAs are not
listed. The legislation merely seeks to clarify this omission. It also requires that PAs
practice with physician supervision as required in Chapter 453. I support this change as it
will update the statute to reflect current medical practice allow nurses to be assured that
they are practicing within scope of practice.

I ask for your support of this important legislation.
Sincerely,

Jennie Chadbourne, RN, BSN, CCRN



