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Department's Position: The Department of Hea lth appreciates the overall concept of this bill as it 

2 includes in itiati ves support ive of our goa ls and object ives to protect the public health. However, we do 

3 not support the approach outlined in thi s measure. Rather, we strongly prefer the language in SB 793 as 

4 it woul d achieve simi lar goa ls over a more reasonable time frame with attainab le benchmarks. 

5 Fiscal Implications: SB 184 would req ui re increased staffi ng at a cost in excess of$350,000 for a 

6 medica l ep idemiologist, research statistician, statisti ca l clerk, IT speciali st and a .5 FTE planner. 

7 Hospital and healthcare provider costs would also increase through the need to hire staff to comply with 

8 additional uncompensated requirements. 

9 Purpose and Justification: This bill seeks to reduce healthcare associated infections (HA l) by 

10 requiring DOH to collect and reponHAI rates. This bill seeks to reduce healthcare associated in fect ions 

11 (HAl) by requiring DOH to collect and report HAl rates. Implementat ion of thi s measure would require 

12 developing administrat ive rules, establ ishing surve illance criteria, and implementing complex 

13 technOlogical report ing systems fo r co ll ecting, analyzing, and reporting extensive healthcare data from 

14 providers by January 2012. This proposed tirnefram e is untenab le. 
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SB 793 achieves simi lar ends uti lizing methods developed by the Centers for Disease Control 

2 and Prevention (CDC) and the Centers for Medicaid and Medicare Services (CMS). Under this opt ion , 

) healthcare Facilities shall allow the department access to data submitted and processed through the 

4 nationa l HAl database. 

S Adopt ing the alternat ive reporting system proposed in SB 793 will assure that HAl data reported 

6 for Hawaii is consistent with national standards and comparable to data from other states. 

7 Thank you for the opportunity to test ify . 


