
green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Wendy B. Crabb 
5398 Papai SI. 
Honolulu, HI. 96821 

February 3rd, 2011 

iwilani@aol.com 
Thursday , February 03, 20119:57 AM 
HTHTeslimony 
SB1507 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair 
Senate Health Committee 
Re: Testimony Opposing Senate 8ill1507 Relating to Acupuncture 
(Hearing scheduled for Friday, February 4, 2011, at 4:00 p.m. in Room 229) 

Dear Senator Josh Green, Chair, Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair, and other 
distinguished members of the Committee, 

I am writing to strongly urge your opposition to SB1507 relating to acupuncture. This bill 
would be harmful to healthcare consumers because it would undermine the quality, safety, 
and integrity of acupuncture in Hawaii. It would lower professional standards and allow 
inadequately trained people to practice acupuncture, by giving the Board of Medical 
Examiners sole regulatory jurisdiction over the practice of acupuncture by physicians and 
physician's assistants. 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expertise to regulate the practice of 
acupuncture in this way. Only the Board of Acupuncture can appropriately do so, and their 
current regulatory standards are the safest approach to delivering quality acupuncture to 
the public. 

Our current education requirements for acupuncture licensure include 3,240 hours of 
instruction, graduation from an accredited acupuncture college, and passage of national 
certification exams. With all due respect for the extensive training MD's receive, their 
education focuses primarily on pharmaceutical and surgical approaches to illness, and 
they typically receive little or no training in acupuncture and oriental medicine. 

The regulation of a professional practice should be vested in the hands of senior members 
of that profession, who are fully qualified to set professional standards for the practice. It is 
clearly the responsibility of the Board of Acupuncture, not any other party, to regulate 
acupuncture. Just as we would not allow the Board of Acupuncture to regulate 



pharmaceutical drugs or surgery, we should not place the regulation of acupuncture in the 
hands of those who are not adequately trained in acupuncture. 

Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same opportunity as 
anyone else to earn legitimate certification in a responsible manner, without loopholes or 
shortcuts. SB1507 would create a population of inadequately trained acupuncture 
practitioners. 

Acupuncture licensure should not be taken lightly. It is a serious matter of public safety, 
medical ethics, and the health of our citizens. Please do not undermine the integrity of the 
acupuncture profession in our state. Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony on 
this bill. I look forward to hearing of your opposition to SB1507. 

Sincerely, 
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green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Kimberly Flores 
k1 kimmi@yahoo.com 
February 3rd, 2011 

kimberly [k1kimmi@yahoo.com) 
Thursday, February 03, 2011 9:35 AM 
HTHT estimony 
STOP SB1507 I 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair 
Senate Health Committee 
Re: Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 
(Hearing scheduled for Friday, February 4, 2011 , at 4:00 p.m. in Room 229) 

Dear Senator Josh Green, Chair, Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair, and other distinguished members of the 
Committee, 

I am writing to strongly urge your opposition to SB1507 relaling to acupuncture. This bill wou ld be harmful to healthcare 
consumers because it would undermine the quality, safety, and integrity of acupuncture in Hawaii. It would lower 
professional standards and allow inadequately trained people to practice acupuncture, by giving the Board of Medical 
Examiners sole regulatory jurisd iction over the practice of acupuncture by physicians and physician's assistants. 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expertise to regulate the practice of acupuncture in this way. Only the Board of 
Acupuncture can appropriately do so, and their current regulatory standards are the safest approach to delivering quality 
acupuncture to the public. 

Our current education requirements for acupuncture licensure include 3,240 hours of instruction, graduation from an 
accredited acupuncture college, and passage of national certification exams. With all due respect for the extensive 
training MDs receive, their education focuses primarily on pharmaceutical and surgical approaches to illness, and they 
typically receive little or no training in acupuncture and oriental medicine. 

The regulation of a professional practice should be vested in the hands of senior members of that profession, who are 
fully qualified to set professional standards for the practice. It is clearly the responsibility of the Board of Acupuncture. not 
any other party, to regulate acupuncture. Just as we would not allow the Board of Acupuncture to regulate pharmaceutical 
drugs or surgery , we should not place the regulation of acupuncture in the hands of those who are not adequately trained 
in acupuncture. 

Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same opportun ity as anyone else to earn legitimate 
certification in a responsible manner, without loopholes or shortcuts. SB1507 wou ld create a population of inadequately 
trained acupuncture practitioners. 

Acupuncture licensure should not be laken lightly. It is a serious matter of public safety, medical ethics, and the health of 
our citizens. Please do not undermine the integrity of the acupuncture profession in our state. Thank you for the 
opportunity to submit testimony on th is bill. I look forward to hearing of your opposition to S81507. 

Sincerely, 

kimberly flares 
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green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Donnalene Sing [donnalenes@hotmail.com] 
Thursday, February 03, 2011 10:03 AM 
HTHT estimony 

Donnalene Sing 
POB 10305 
Honolulu, HI 96816 
February 3, 2010 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair 
Senate Health Committee 
Re: Testimony Opposing Senate 8ill1507 Relating to Acupuncture 
(Hearing scheduled for Friday, February 4, 2011, at 4:00 p.m. in Room 229) 

Dear Senator Josh Green, Chair, Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair, and other distinguished members of the 
Committee, 

I am writing to strongly urge your opposition to SB1507 relating to acupuncture. This bill would be harmful to healthcare 
consumers because it would undermine the quality, safety, and integrity of acupuncture in Hawaii. It would lower 
professional standards and allow inadequately trained people to practice acupuncture, by giving the Board of Medical 
Examiners sole regulatory jurisdiction over the practice of acupuncture by physicians and physician's assistants. 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expertise to regulate the practice of acupuncture in this way. Only the Board of 
Acupuncture can appropriately do so, and their current regulatory standards are the safest approach to delivering quality 
acupuncture to the public. 

Our current education requirements for acupuncture licensure include 3,240 hours of instruction, graduation from an 
accredited acupuncture college, and passage of national certification exams. With all due respect for the extensive 
training MDs receive, their education focuses primarily on pharmaceutical and surgical approaches to illness, and they 
typically receive little or no training in acupuncture and oriental medicine. 

The regulation of a professional practice should be vested in the hands of senior members of that profeSSion, who are 
fully qualified to set professional standards for the practice. It is clearly the responsibility of the Board of Acupuncture, not 
any other party, to regulate acupuncture. Just as we would not allow the Board of Acupuncture to regulate 
pharmaceutical drugs or surgery, we should not place the regulation of acupuncture in the hands of those who are not 
adequately trained in acupuncture. 

Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same opportunity as anyone else to earn legitimate 
certification in a responsible manner, without loopholes or shortcuts. SB1507 would create a population of inadequately 
trained acupuncture practitioners. 

Acupuncture licensure should not be taken lightly. It is a serious matter of public safety, medical ethics, and the health of 
our citizens. Please do not undermine the integrity of the acupuncture profession in our state. Thank you for the 
opportunity to submit testimony on this bill. I look forward to hearing of your opposition to 581507. 

Sincerely, 
Donnalene Sing 

1 



green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Cristi Rasmussen 
3669 Kawelolani Place 
Honolulu, HI 96816 

February 3, 20 11 

cristi@randhawaii.com 
Thursday, February 03, 2011 10:05 AM 
HTHT estimony 
Opposition to S81507 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair 
Senate Heal th Committee 
Re: Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 
(Hearing scheduled for Friday, February 4, 20 I I , at 4 :00 p.m. in Room 229) 

Dear Senator Josh Green, Chair, Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair, and other di stinguished members of 
the Committee, 

I am writing to strongly urge your opposition to SB 1507 relating to acupuncture. This bill would be harmful to 
hcalthcare consumers because it would undennine the quality, safety, and integrity of acupuncture in Hawaii. It 
would lower professional standards and allow inadequately trained people to practice acupuncture, by giving 
the Board of Medical Examincrs sale regulatory jurisd iction over the practice of acupuncture by physicians and 
physician's assistants. 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expertise to regulate the practice of acupuncture in thi s way. Only 
the Board of Acupuncture can appropriately do so, and their current regulatory standards are the safest approach 
to de livering quality acu puncture to the public. 

Our current education requirements for acupuncture licensure include 3,240 hours of instruction, graduation 
from an accredited acupuncture college, and passage of national certification exams. With all due respect for the 
extensive training MDs receive, their education focuses primarily on pharmaceutical and surgical approaches to 
ill ness, and they typically receive little or no training in acupuncture and oriental medicine. 

The regulation of a professional practice should be vested in the hands of senior members of that profession, 
who are fully qualified to set professional standards for the practice. It is clearly the responsibility of the Board 
of Acupuncture, not any other party, to regulate acupuncture. Just as we would not allow the Board of 
Acupuncture to regulate pharmaceutica l drugs or surgery, we should not place the regulation of acupuncture in 
the hands of those who are not adequately trained in acupuncture. 

Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same opportunity as anyone else to earn 
legi timate certification in a responsible manner, without loopholes or shortcuts. SB 1507 would create a 
population of inadequately trained acupuncture practitioners. 



Acupuncture licensure should not be taken lightly. It is a serious matter of public safety, medical ethics, and the 
health of our citizens. Please do not undermine the integrity of the acupuncture profession in our state. Thank 
you for the opportunity to submit testimony on this bill. I look forward to hearing of your opposition to SB1507. 

Mahala, 

Crisli Rasmussen 
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green1 - Karen 

From: alohakah@aol.com 
Sent: 
To: 

Thursday, February 03, 201110:10AM 
HTHT estimany 

Subject: Opposition to SB 1507 

Kimberly Howsley 
1778 Ala Moana Blvd # 3401 
February 3rd, 2011 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair 
Senate Health Committee 
Re: Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 

Dear Senator Josh Green, Chair, Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair, and other 
distinguished members of the Committee, 

I am writing to strongly urge your opposition to SB1507 relating to acupuncture. This bill 
would be harmful to healthcare consumers because it would undermine the quality, safety, 
and integrity of acupuncture in Hawaii. It would lower professional standards and allow 
inadequately trained people to practice acupuncture, by giving the Board of Medical 
Examiners sole regulatory jurisdiction over the practice of acupuncture by physicians and 
physician's assistants. 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expertise to regulate the practice of 
acupuncture in this way. Only the Board of Acupuncture can appropriately do so, and their 
current regulatory standards are the safest approach to delivering quality acupuncture to 
the public 

Our current education requirements for acupuncture licensure include 3,240 hours of 
instruction, graduation from an accredited acupuncture college, and passage of national 
certification exams. With all due respect for the extensive training MDs receive, their 
education focuses primarily on pharmaceutical and surgical approaches to illness, and 
they typically receive little or no training in acupuncture and oriental medicine. 

The regulation of a professional practice should be vested in the hands of senior members 
of that profession, who are fully qualified to set professional standards for the practice. It is 
clearly the responsibility of the Board of Acupuncture, not any other party, to regulate 
acupuncture. Just as we would not allow the Board of Acupuncture to regulate 
pharmaceutical drugs or surgery, we should not place the regulation of acupuncture in the 
hands of those who are not adequately trained in acupuncture. 

1 



Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same opportunity as 
anyone else to earn legitimate certification in a responsible manner, without loopholes or 
shortcuts. SB 1507 would create a population of inadequately trained acupuncture 
practitioners. 

Acupuncture licensure should not be taken lightly. It is a serious matter of public safety, 
medical ethics, and the health of our citizens. Please do not undermine the integrity of the 
acupuncture profession in our state. Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony on 
this bill. I look forward to hearing of your opposition to SB1507. 

Sincerely, 
Kimberly Howsley 

2 



green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Palmer, Liz {LPalmer@pmrg.comj 
Thursday, February 03, 2011 10:16 AM 
HTHT estimony 

Elizabeth Palmer 
3750 Kaimuki Avenue 
Honolulu, HI 96816 

February 3rd, 2011 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair 
Senate Health Committee 
Re: Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 

(Hearing scheduled for Friday, February 4, 2011, at 4:00 p.m. in Room 229) 

Dear Senator Josh Green, Chair, Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair, and other distinguished members of the 
Committee, 

I am writing to strongly urge your opposition to SB1S07 relating to acupuncture. This bill would be harmful to healthcare 
consumers because it would undermine the quality, safety, and integrity of acupuncture in Hawa ii. It would lower 
professional standards and allow inadequately trained people to practice acupuncture, by giving the Board of Medical 
Examiners sale regulatory jurisdiction over the practice of acupuncture by physicians and physician's assistants. 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expertise to regulate the practice of acupuncture in this way. Only the Board 
of Acupuncture can appropriately do so, and their current regulatory standards are the safest approach to delivering 
quality acupuncture to the public, 

Our current education requirements for acupuncture licensure include 3,240 hours of instruction, graduation from an 
accredited acupuncture college, and passage of national certification exams. With all due respect for the extensive 
training MDs receive, their education focuses primarily on pharmaceutical and surgical approaches to illness, and they 
typically receive little or no training in acupuncture and oriental medicine. 

The regulation of a professional practice should be vested in the hands of senior members of that profession, who are 
fully qualified to set professional standards for the practice. It is clearly the responsibility of the Board of Acupuncture, 
not any other party, to regulate acupuncture. Just as we would not allow the Board of Acupuncture to regulate 
pharmaceutical drugs or surgery, we should not place the regulation of acupuncture in the hands of those who are not 
adequately trained in acupuncture. 

Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same opportunity as anyone else to earn legitimate 
certification in a responsible manner, without loopholes or shortcuts. 581507 would create a population of inadequately 
trained acupuncture practitioners. 

Acupuncture licensure should not be taken lightly. It is a serious matter of public safety, medical ethics, and the health 
of our citizens. Please do not undermine the integrity of the acupuncture profession in our state. Thank you for the 
opportunity to submit testimony on this bill. I look forward to hearing of your opposition to SB1507. 

Sincerely, 

1 



green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Nina Kapfer, L.Ac. 
The Lotus Clinic 
Rd, Ste 281 
Kailua , HI 96734 
(89B) 261-B621 

Nina Kapfer (ninakapfer@earthlink.net] 
Thursday, February 03, 2011 10:06 AM 
HTHTestimony 
Nina.Kapfer@us.army.mil 
Bill 1507 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair 
Senate Health Committee 

February 3rd, 6ee Kailua 

Re: Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 15137 Re lating t o Acupuncture (Hearing scheduled for 
Friday, February 4, 21311, at 4:1313 p.m. in Room 229) 

Dear Senator Josh Green, Chair , Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair, and other 
distinguished members of the Committee, 

I am writing to strongly urge your opposition to SB15B7 relating to acupuncture. Thi s bill 
would be harmful to healthcare consumers because it would undermine the quality, safety, and 
integrity of acupuncture in Hawaii . It would lower professional standards and allow 
inadequately trained people to practice acupuncture, by giving the Board of Medical Examiners 
sole regulatory jurisdiction over the practice of acupuncture by physicians and physician's 
assistants . 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expertise to regulate the practi ce of acupuncture in 
this way. Only the Board of Ac upuncture can appropriately do so, and their current regulatory 
standards are the safest approach to delivering quality acupuncture to the public. 

Our current education requirements for acupuncture licen sure include 3,240 hours of 
instruction, graduation from an accredited acupuncture college , and passage of national 
certification exams. With al l due respect for the extensive training MDs receive, their 
education focuses primarily on pharmaceutical and surgical approaches to illness, and they 
typically receive little or no training i n acupuncture and oriental medicine. 

The regulation of a professional practice should be vested in the hands of senior members of 
that profession, who are fu lly qualified to set professional standards for the practice. It 
is clearly the responsibility of the Board of Acupuncture, not any other party, to regulate 
acupuncture. Just as we would not allow the Board of Acupuncture to regulate pharmaceutical 
drugs or surgery, we should not place the regulation of acupuncture in the hands of those who 
are not adequately trained in acupuncture. 

Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same opportunity as anyone 
else to earn legitimate certification in a responsible manner, without loopholes or 
shortcuts. SB15B7 would create a population of inadequately trained acupuncture 
practitioners. 

Acupuncture licensure should not be taken lightly. It is a serious matter of public safety, 
medical ethics, and the health of our citizens. Please do not undermine the integrity of the 
acupuncture profession in our state. Thank you for t he opportunity to submit testimony on 
this bill. I look forward to hearing of your opposition to SB15B7. 

1 



green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Vicki K. Sakoda 
3511 Kepuhi Street 
Honolulu, HI 96815 
February 3, 2011 

Vicki Sakoda [sakodav@yahoo.com] 
Thursday, February 03, 201 1 9:56 AM 
HTHT estimony 
Opposition to 581507 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair 
Senate Health Committee 
Re: Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 
(Hearing scheduled for Friday, February 4, 2011, at 4:00 p.m. in Room 229) 

Dear Senator Josh Green, Chair, Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair, and other distinguished members of the 
Committee, 

I am writing to strongly urge your opposition to SB1507 relating to acupuncture. This bill would be harmful to healthcare 
consumers because it would undermine the quality, safety , and integrity of acupuncture in Hawaii. It would lower 
professional standards and allow inadequately trained people to practice acupuncture, by giving the Board of Medical 
Examiners sole regulatory jurisdiction over the practice of acupuncture by physicians and physician's assistants. 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expertise to regulate the practice of acupuncture in this way. Only the Board of 
Acupuncture can appropriately do so, and their current regulatory standards are the safest approach to delivering quality 
acupuncture to the public. 

Our current education requirements for acupuncture licensure include 3,240 hours of instruction, graduation from an 
accred ited acupuncture college, and passage of national certification exams. With all due respect for the extensive 
training MDs receive, their education focuses primarily on pharmaceutical and surgical approaches to illness, and they 
typically receive little or no training in acupuncture and oriental medicine. 

The regulation of a professional practice should be vested in the hands of senior members of thai profession, who are 
fully qualified to set professional standards for the practice. It is clearly the responsibility of the Board of Acupuncture , nol 
any other party, to regulate acupuncture. Just as we would not allow the Board of Acupuncture to regulate pharmaceutical 
drugs or surgery, we should not place the regulation of acupuncture in the hands of those who are not adequately trained 
in acupuncture. 

Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same opportunity as anyone else to earn legitimate 
certification in a responsible manner, without loopholes or shortcuts. SB1507 wou ld create a population of inadequately 
trained acupuncture practitioners. 

Acupuncture licensure should not be taken lightly. It is a serious matter of publ ic safety, medical ethics, and the health of 
our citizens. Please do not undermine the integrity of the acupuncture profession in our state. Thank you for the 
opportunity to submit testimony on this bill. I look forward to hearing of your opposition to 581507. 

Sincerely, 
Vicki K. Sakoda 



green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Alan Ewell [ewell@hawaii.rr.com) 
Thursday, February 03, 2011 10:24 AM 
HTHTestimony 
Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 

Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara. Vice Chair 
Senate Health Committee 

Senator Josh Green, Chair, Senator Clarence Nishihara , Vice Chair, and other distinguished 
members of the Committee: 

I am writing to urge your opposition t o 5B1S87 relating to acupuncture. This bill wou ld be 
harmful to healthcare consumers because I feel it would undermine the quality. safety, and 
integrity of acupuncture in Hawaii. It would l ower professional standards and allow 
inadequately trained people to practice acupuncture , by giving the Board of Medical Examiners 
sole regulatory jurisdiction over the practice of acupuncture by physicians and physician's 
assistants. 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expertise to regulate the practice of acupuncture in 
this way. On l y the Board of Acupuncture can appropriately do so, and their current regulatory 
standards are the safest approach to delivering quality acupuncture to the public. 

Current education requirements for acupuncture licensure include 3,248 hours of instruction, 
graduation from an accredited acupuncture college, and passage of national certification 
exams. With all due respect for the extensive training MDs receive, their education focuses 
primarily on pharmaceutical and surgical approaches to illness, and they typically receive 
little or no training i n acupuncture and oriental medicine. 

The regulation of a profeSSional practice should be vested in the hands of senior members of 
that profession, who are fully qualified to set professional standards for the practice. It 
is clearly the responsibility of the Board of Acupuncture, not any other party, to regulate 
acupuncture. Just as we would not allow the Board of Acupuncture to regulate pharmaceutical 
drugs or surgery, we should not place the regulation of acupuncture in the hands of those who 
are not adequately trained in acupuncture. 

Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same opportunity as anyone 
else to earn legitimate certification in a responsible manner, without loopholes or 
shortcuts . 581587 would create a population of inadequately trained acupuncture 
practitioners. 

Acupuncture licens ure should not be taken lightly. It is a serious matter of public safety , 
medical ethics, and the health of our citizens . Please do not undermine the integrity of the 
acupuncture profession in our state. Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony on 
this bill . I look forward to hearing of your opposition to 5B1587. 

Sincerely. 
Alan Ewell 
4176 Round Top Drive 
Honolulu , HI 96822 



green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

mailinglist@capitol .hawaii.gov 
Thursday, February 03. 2011 9:33 AM 
HTHTestimony 
tfebus2000@yahoo.com 
Testimony for SB1507 on 2/4/2011 4:00:00 PM 

Testimony for HTH 2/4/2011 4:00:00 PM 581587 

Conference room : 229 
Testifier position: oppose 
Testifier will be present: No 
Submitted by: Tricia Lorie 
Organization: Individual 
Address: 
Phone : 
E-mail: tfebus200a@yahoo .com 
Submitted on: 2/3/2811 

Comments: 



green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

John Gabison [johngabison@hotmait.com] 
Thursday, February 03,2011 10:40 AM 
HTHT estimony 

Subject: 56 1507 

John Gabison 
98-288 Kaonohi St. # 2602 
Aiea, HI 96701 
February 3,2011 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair 
Senate Health Committee 
Re: Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 
(Hearing sche(luledfor Friday, February 4,2011, at 4:00 p.m. in Room 229) 

Dear Senator Josh Green, Chair, Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair, and 
other distinguished members of the Committee, 

1 am writing to strongly urge your opposition to SB1507 relating to acupuncture. 
This bill would be hamiful to healthcare consumers because it would undermine 
tlte quality, safety, amI integrity of acupuncture in Hawaii. It would lower 
professional standards and allow inadequately trained people to practice 
acupuncture, by giving the Board of Medical Examiners sole regulatory 
jurisdiction over the practice of acupuncture by physicians and physician's 
assistants. 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expertise to regulate the practice of 
acupuncture in this way. Only the Board of Acupuncture can appropriately (10 so, 
and their current regulatory standards are tlte safest approach to delivering 
quality acupuncture to the public. 

Our current education requirements for acupuncture licensure include 3,240 
hours of instruction, graduation from an accredited acupuncture college, and 
passage of national certification exams. With all due respectfor the extensive 
training MDs receive, tlteir education focuses primarily on pharmaceutical and 

1 



surgical approaches to illness, and they typically receive little or no training ill 
acupuncture alld orielltal medicine. 

The regulation of a professional practice should be vested in the hands of senior 
members of that profession, who are fully qualified to set professiollal standards 
for the practice. It is clearly the responsibility of the Board of Acupuncture, not 
any other party, to regulate acupuncture. Just as we would not allow the Board of 
Acupuncture to regulate pharmaceutical drugs or surgery, we should not place 
tlte regulatioll of acupuncture in the hands oft/JOse who are Ilot adequately 
trained in acupuncture. 

Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture currelltly has the same 
opportullity as allyone else to earn legitimate certification ill a responsible 
manlier, without loopholes or shortcuts. SB 1507 would create a population of 
inadequately trained acupullcture practitioners. 

Acupullcture licensure should 1I0t be taken lightly. It is a serious matter of public 
safety, medical ethics, and the health of our citizells. Please do Ilot undermine the 
integrity of the acupullcture profession ill our state. Thank you for the 
opportunity to submit testimollY Oil this bill. I look forward to hearing of your 
opposition to SB1507. 

Sillcerely, John GlibisOIl 

2 



To Senate Committee Members: 

I would like to submit my support for the intent of this bill directing the Hawaii Medical 
Board to regu late the practice of acupuncture by its l icensees for Allopathic Physicians, 
Osteopathic Physicians and Physician Assistants. 

This would allow for appropriate credentialing and verification of training for these Individuals. 
Currently I the re are physicians practici ng In the State of Hawaii that are licensed to practice 
acupuncture in 48 other states based on appropriate training and certification but are 
restricted in the State of Hawaii based on the language of HRS: 
(CHAPTER 436E] ACUPUNCTURE PRACTITIONERS 

Thank you fo r you r consideration on the passage of this bi ll. 

Guy Sugino, MD 
Professional Chief, Family Medicine 
Kaiser Pennancnte Hawaij 



Robert E. Smith. Ph.D. 
Professor Emeritus of Physiology 

School of Medicine 

University of California 
Davis. Ca lifornia 95616 

2 February 2011 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair 
Health Committee 

Re: Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 
Relating to Acupuncture 

It has long been a standard of professional practice that regulatio n of those practices 
(whether engineering. medicine, university accreditation. or other) should be vested in the 
hands of senior members of the profession itsel f, those trained and qualified to set the 
standards for professional practice. To divest the regulation of Oriental medicine from 
such trained professionals (the Hawaii Acupuncture Board) becomes a matter of public 
safety and the health of our citizens. 

As a retired professor of physiology at an allopathic medical school and who, since 
my reti rement, has been associated with Oriental medical schools, I can attest that the 
training received by medical doctors is qual itatively different from that provided to 
students of Oriental medicine. The former focuses on measurable phYSiology and 
pathology, using pharmaceuticals (or surgery or radiation) to correct chemical imbalances 
and manage symptoms. This approach to therapeutics is often lifesaving. but it is most 
effective with acute illness. Oriental medicine, in contrast, is an energy~based system of 
med icine that, while it can treat symptoms, focuses more on restoring balance to the 
patient and so assisting the patient's self-healing abili ties to restore the patient to health. 
This is a medical approach that is not based on chemical interactions but energetic ones. 
As a consequence, it can a ddress chronic degenerative problems often far more 
successfully tha n can the approach that we t each in Western medical schools. 

These two approaches to health care are di stinctly different. A professional trained 
in one diScipline receives an education substantially different from that received by a 
student in the other. My experience suggests that, just as we would not allow the Board of 
Acupuncture to qualify surgeons or internists, so we should place the regulation of Oriental 
medicine practitioners in the hands of those qualified, by training and experience, to 
practice Oriental medicine themselves. 

Sincerely, 

Robert E. Smith, Ph.D. 



green1 • Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

mailing list@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Wednesday, February 02, 2011 12:55 PM 
HTHT estimony 
ideal. health@earthlink.net 
Testimony for S81507 on 2/4/2011 4:00:00 PM 

Testimony for HTH 2/ 4/ 2011 4:00:00 PM SB1507 

Conference room: 229 
Testifier position: oppose 
Testifier will be present: No 
Submitted by: Ernette H. Scanlan, DAc 
Organization: Individual 
Address: 1546 Ulupii St. Kailua , HI 
Phone: 808-479-0098 
E-mail: ideal.health@ear th l ink . net 
Submitted on: 2/ 2/ 2011 

Comments: 
I am opposed to the bill put forth allowing medical doctors to practice acupuncture without 
proper training. I attended acupuncture school with a medical doctor. He eventually dropped 
out because he found the study of acupuncture overwhelming. He chose to hire an 
acupuncturist in his clinic. I would not think that I am qualified to do surgery because an 
acupuncturist is qualified in China or Japan. I am asking you to vote NO on SB 1507 



green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.go .... 
Wednesday, February 02, 201112:52 PM 
HTHT estimony 

Cc: Framodda@yahoo.com 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Testimony for 581507 on 2/4/201 1 4:00:00 PM 
SB1507.doc; Amendment SB1507.doc 

Testimony for HTH 2/4/2911 4 :99:99 PM SBlS97 

Confer ence room: 229 
Testifier position: oppose 
Test i f ier will be present : No 
Submitted by: Ramoda An and 
Organization: I ndividual 
Address: 
Phone: 
E-mail: Framodda@yahoo. com 
Submitted on: 2/ 2/ 2911 

Comments : 

1 



Allow medical doctors who graduated from an accredited acupuncture school to practice 
acupuncture if they pass the Hawaii acupuncture exam 



green1 ~ Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Wednesday, February 02, 2011 1:34 PM 
HTHT estimony 

Cc: mr_smeee@yahoo.com 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Testimony for 561507 on 2/4/2011 4:00:00 PM 
Testimony opposing Senate Bill 1507 .pdf 

Tes timony for HTH 2/4/2011 4:ee:0e PM 5B1507 

Conference room: 229 
Testifier pos ition : oppose 
Testifier wil l be present: No 
Submitted by: Brandon Flewelling 
Organization: Individual 
Address: 45-680 Apuakea St . Kaneohe, HI 
Phone: 808-255-7815 
E-mail: mrsmeee@yahoo.com 
Submitted on: 2/2/2e11 

Comments: 
I am a student of Acupuncture at the Institute of Clinical Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine. 
Giving the BME authority to allow medical doctors to legal l y practice acupuncture i s a grave 
mistake. I believe the same would be true if we were to give the Board of Acupuncture the 
ability to give students trained in acupuncture and oriental medicine the ability to practice 
western medicine and/or prescribe western pharmaceuticals . One student of one school learns 
very different concepts than the other would learn in his / her respective training. Although 
I believe and hope these two medical systems can one day work together, I do not believe 
crossing the boundaries of practicing either one by the other would be of any benefit . In 
fact, the dangers and risks far outweigh the benefits. I would hope and think that any 
practitioner of medicine would think again before taking the kinds of risks that this bill 
proposes. For the integrity of acupuncture and oriental medicine, please allow those of us 
who are properly trained to be called upon for its practice. 

1 



Robert E. Smith, Ph.D. 
Professor Emeritus of Physiology 

School of Medicine 

University of California 
Davis, California 95616 

2 February 2011 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair 
Health Committee 

Re: Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 
Relating to Acupuncture 

It has long been a standard of professional practice that regulation of those practices 
(whether engineering. medicine, university accreditation, or other) should be vested in the 
hands of senior members of the profession itself, those trained and qualified to set the 
standards for professional practice. To divest the regulation of Oriental medicine from 
such trained profess ionals (the Hawaii Acupuncture Board) becomes a matter of public 
safety and the health of our citizens. 

As a retired professor of physiology at an allopath ic medical school and who, since 
my retirement, has been associated with Oriental medical schools, I can attest that the 
training received by medical doctors is qualitatively different from that provided to 
students of Oriental medicine. The former focuses on measurable physiology and 
pathology, using pharmaceuticals (or surgery or rad iation) to correct chemical imbalances 
and manage symptoms. This approach to therapeutics is often lifesaving, but it is most 
effective with acute illness. Oriental medicine, in contrast, is an energy-based system of 
medicine that, while it can treat symptoms, focuses more on restoring balance to the 
patient and so assisting the patient's self-healing abilities to restore the patient to health. 
This is a medical approach that is not based on chemical interactions but energetic ones. 
As a consequence, it can address chronic degenerative problems often far more 
successfully than can the approach that we teach in Western medical schools. 

These tv.ro approaches to health care are distinctly different. A professional trained 
in one discipline receives an education substa ntia lly different from that received by a 
student in the other. My experience suggests that, just as we would not a llow the Board of 
Acupuncture to qualify su rgeons or internists, so we should place the regulation of Oriental 
medicine practitioners in the hands of those qualified, by training and experience, to 
practice Oriental medicine themselves. 

Sincerely, 

Robert E. Smith, Ph.D. 



Feleai Tau 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

mailinglist@capitol.hawaii .gov 
Wednesday, February 02,2011 1:21 PM 
HTHTestimony 

Cc: bota83@hotmaiLcom 
Subject: Testimony for S81507 on 2/4/2011 4:00:00 PM 

Tes t imony for HTH 2/4/2011 4:0e:ee PM 591507 

Conference room: 229 
Testifier position: oppose 
Testifier will be present: No 
Submitted by: Barbara Ota, D.Ac ., l.Ac., MSOM 
Organization: Individual 
Address: Kamuela 
Phone: 8088827890 
E-mail: bota83@hotmail.com 
Submitted on: 2/2/2011 

Comments: 

1 



green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

email your messages to: 

Regina Deluca 
P.O. Box 230, Kai lua, HI 
February 3rd, 201 I 

RD (Hi-paddler@hawaiLrr.com) 
Thursday , February 03, 2011 9:46 AM 
HTHTestimony 
opposing senate bill 1507 relating to accupuncture 

HTlri e ... timull\'Ctl ('api1oLha" :liLgo\ 

96734 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair 
Senate Health Committee 
Re: Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 
(Hearing scheduled for Friday, February 4, 20 11 , at 4:00 p.m. in Room 229) 

Dear Senator Josh Green, Chair, Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair. and other distinguished members of 
the Committee, 

I am writing to strongly urge your opposition to SB 1507 re lat ing to acupuncture. This bill would be harmful to 
heahhcare consumers because it would undermine the quality, safety, and integrity of acupuncture in Hawaii. It 
would lower professional standards and allow inadequately trained people to practice acupuncture, by giv ing 
the Board of Medical Examiners sole regulatory jurisdiction over the practice of acupuncture by physicians and 
physician's assistants. 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expertise to regulate the practice of acupuncture in this way. Only 
the Board of Acupuncture can appropriately do so, and their current regulatory standards are the safest approach 
to delivering quality acupuncture to the public. 

Our current education requirements for acupuncture licensure include 3,240 hours of instruction, graduation 
from an accred ited acupuncture co llege, and passage of national certification exams. With all due respect for the 
extensive training MDs receive, their education focuses primarily on pharmaceutical and surgical approaches to 
illness, and they typically receive little or no training in acupuncture and oriental medicine. 

The regulation of a professional practice should be vested in the hands of senior members of that profession, 
who are fully quali fied to set professional standards for the practice. It is clearly the responsibility of the Board 
of Acupuncture, not any other party, to regulate acupuncture. Just as we would not allow the Board of 
Acupuncture to regulate pharmaceutical drugs or surgery, we should not place the regulation of acupuncture in 
the hands of those who are not adequately trained in acupuncture. 

Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same opportunity as anyone else to cam 
legitimate certification in a responsible manner, \ ... ithout loopholes or shortcuts. SB 1507 would create a 
populat ion of inadequately trained acupuncture practitioners. 

Acupuncture licensure should not be taken lightly. It is a serious maller of public safety, medical ethics, and the 
health of our citizens. Please do not undermine thc integrity of the acupuncture profess ion in our state. Thank 
you for the opportunity to submit testimony on this bil l. I look forward to hearing of your opposition to SB I 507. 

1 



green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Sonya D . Reedy 

Suni Reedy (sunihawaii@earthtink.net] 
Thursday, February 03, 20119:17 AM 
HTHT estimony 
SB1507 

350 Ward A ven ue Ste 397 
Honolulu, Hawaii 968 14 

February 3, 20 II 

To: SCl1nlOr Josh OrcL'n. C hair 
Senator Clarence N ishihara. Viee Chair 
Senate Health Committee 
Rc: TestimoJ1Y Oppu~ing Scn:ltc GiIlIS!)7 Rcl;:lfing to Acupuncture 
(I lea ring scheduled lor Friday. February -L 20 I I. al 4:00 p.m. in Room 229) 

Dear Scnator Josh Greell. Chair, Semltor C larencc Nishihara. Vic~ Clwir. and olher dislingui shed mcmbers of 
the Commi ttee. 

I mil \\-rit ing 10 strong ly urgl? your opposit ion to SB 1507 relating to acupullcture. This bill \\Oldd be barmtht to 
h..:a lt bcarc consulll~rs because it would undermine the quatity . safery. and integrit y ofaeupunc!ure in H:J\\'aii. IL 
'Would lower professiona l standards and a llow inadequately traincd peop le to pract ice acupunctu re. by givi ng 
the Board of Mcdie~,l Examiners SLlle regulatory jurisdict ion over the pract ice o /" aCllpllllc lUrc by phys idans and 
phys ician's assistants . 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expcI1 isc to regulate the practice or acupuncture in this way. Only 
th l.! Board o f Acupuncture can ilppropriatel} do so. and their clIrrcnt regu latory standards are the safcst approac h 
to ck li \'ering qualit y acupuncture to the public. 

Our currenl cJlIcation rcquirclllL'111S tix aCUplUlctur~ I iccnsurc incllld~ 3.240 hOllrs of instnlction. gradlJation 
frorn an accredited acupuncture college. and passage of' natiollill certifi cat ion exams. With all due respect for the 
\"'xtl;' nsivc tmini ng MUs rccc·i\,('. thei r education focuses primari ly on pharmaceutical and surg ical approaches to 
illness. :.md they typica ll y receive link: o r no tmining in acupuncture and oriental medicine. 

The regulat ion of <I professional ]1mcti cc should be vested in thc hands or senio r mc mbers or thaI profess ion. 
who are fully qualifi~d 10 sct prol~ssional standards for Ihe practice. It is clcarly the respons ibil ity of the Board 
(If Ac upuncture. not any other party. to rcgu l:.l lL': acupuncture. Just as we would not a llow tht: Board or 
Acupullcture to regulate pharnH'lceutical drugs or surgery. we should not place the regubtion of acupullcturt' in 
tlK' hands of those \\,110 an: not adequatel y trained in acupuncture. 

Any physiciml who wanLs 10 practice acu puncture current ly has the same 0PPol1unity as <ll1yone elsc to cum 
legitimate ccrt i fi c<ltio ll in a respons ible manncr. wi tho ut loopholes or s lH'lrlcuts. sa 1507 would create a 
population of illadcq u<"ttel}' trained aCUpUllCltlre practitioners. 

Acupuncture li cl."llsure should not be taken ligh tly. It is a serious mc:tlh:r of public safclY. medical ethics. and the 

health of om cit izens. Please do not undermine the integrity orthe acupuncture profession in our sta lc. Thank 



yo u for Ihe opponul1it)' to suhrnit t ~st illlony on thi s bill. I look forward to hearing: of your opposition \0 S13 1507. 

Sincen.:I). 
Sonya D. R~c:dy 

XOX·52 1·-1377 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

February 3,2011 

Mary R. Sanchez 
126 Kaiolena Drive 
Kailua, HI 96734 

Mary Sanchez [marytraveler@yahoo.com) 
Thursday, February 03, 2011 9 :41 AM 
HTHT estimony 
Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 

To: Scnator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair 
Senate Health Committee 
Re: Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 
(Hearing scheduled for Friday, February 4, 20 11, at 4:00 p.m. in Room 229) 

Dear Senator Josh Green , Chair, Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair, and other distinguished members of 
the Committee, 

I am writing to strongly urge your opposition to SB I507 re lat ing to acupuncture. This bill would be harmful to 
healthcare consumers because it would undennine the quality, safety, and integrity of acupuncture in Hawaii . It 
would lower profess ional standards and allow inadequately trained people to practice acupuncture, by giving 
the Board of Medical Examiners sole regulatory jurisdiction over the practice of acupuncture by physicians and 
physician's assistants. 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expertise to regulate the practice of acupuncture in this way. Only 
the Board of Acupuncture can appropriately do so, and their current regulatory standards are the safest approach 
to de li vering quality acupuncture to the public. 

Our current education requi rements for acupuncture licensure include 3,240 hours of instruction, graduat ion 
from an accred ited acupuncture college, and passage of national certification exams. With all due respect for the 
extensive training MDs receive, thei r education focuses primari ly on pharmaceutical and surgical approaches to 
illness, and they typically receive little or no trai ni ng in acupuncture and oriental medicine. 

The regulation of a professional practice should be vested in the hands of senior members of that profession, 
who are fully qualified to set professional standards for the practice. It is clearly the responsibility of the Board 
of Acupuncture, not any other party, to regulate acupuncture. Just as we would not allow the Board of 
Acupuncture to regulate pharmaceutical drugs or surgery, we should not place the regulat ion of acupuncture in 
the hands of those who are not adequately trained in acupuncture. 

Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same opportunity as anyone else to earn 
legitimate certification in a responsib le manner, without loopholes or shortcuts. SB 1507 would create a 
population of inadequate ly trained acupuncture practit ioners. 

Acupunclure licensure should not be laken lightly. It is a serious matler of public safety, medical elhics, and the 



health of our citi zens. Please do not undermine the integrity of the acupuncture profession in our state. Thank 
you for the opportun ity to submi t testimony on this bill. I look forward to hearing of your opposition to S8 1507. 

Sincerely. 

Mary Sanchez 

Live simply. Love generously. Care deeply. Speak kindly. 
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green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

'lu<,an \on ... 
'l-i <~{15 t\ \.l, 1\ .. i Phlcc.' 

! c.'bru'lr~ 'rJ. ~ I I! I 

Susan Aono {sueaono@yahoo.com] 
Thursday, February 03,20119:53 AM 
HTHT estimony 
Senate Bill 1507 

r. -';cndtor .1 .. ) 0.;11 (in:.:n. Ch:lir 
.... l.:'ll<ilor Clarl'!lI:e Nbhihar;1 \-jc.: Ch,li r 
<';I:"nalc / k~ILh (\)Olll1ilt(' \,' 

Rc: I ('~tll1\(jny 0rrp:,in :!. Sl'lWlt; nill 1 ~(J7 Rcl ::J1 ing to Acupuncture 
t! lean nfC dlCdukd !(lr I· ,jd~y. I'ebnnr\ 4. 20J !. 1114:00 p.llt_ in Room 229) 

Dc.'ar ~cn<Uor J .. ).,,11 ( m~(·n. Ch:liJ. .... ,.:nah."Ir C1.lIcm:e l\Iishih'I!iI. \ ict: ehuir. and \1thcr ~li:-.l ingui",hl'J nlember", or 
Ihe COl1lmil!l~l'. 

I am \\llli!l~ to Slrolll.!i\ mgt: )llUr ;:'PI'O~ililln III SI!1507 h:luling 10 llCUPllll\ .. 'lUn::. This hi!1 \\ouJd bt' Iwnnfu l h) 
hL'alihcnfC nHlSul11l'fS bl,x:aw ...... il \\uuld ul1li.:rmin(' [he quali ly. saCel~. HnJ integrity (1 1' <lL:lIPUl1ctLlfC in l law<lii. II 
"mild 100\c-r prolCssionaJ <;!:.lnddrds and allow in:ldl·qudh.'I} tmincd pl.!orh.' to praclic..:: 3cupundurc. by gi\ in);! 
th ..... Board or \ kdiGli r.xi.lmilll.: r<.;, ..,plc rl."gulilor} jurisuil:llIlil over thc pr:H:licc or ill.:'lpUnClur~ 1;1) physician,> ,1111..1 
phy:-;i..:mn\ """ istanl:-; 

I ti l" Board llf\k:di ..... d l:xamil1cr .. bt:ks lhe (",\p"'nibc to rcgub.l h.' til(' practin" 0facupunclllr~ in lili" \~"'). Onl) 
II!...: 80md Ill' .\":lIrLln~ture c:m ;Ippropriatd~ d" 'II. and their cum.:nl rcgub[,lf) ~t.anJarJ., arc the sali.: :-- t approach 
!~! deli \'l:rin~ qualil) <H;U[Hllh.:lUre lolhe ruhli~. 

Th ... ' curr..:nl 1.'du": :lIion l\:quirl.!m.:nt ... lor 3<.:upunctun.: Iit"L:llSur...: in,,:!udc :>.240 hl 'lIr..; of insu"l!ctl(\n. graduallun 
rn.Hn .. HI LH.:..:rcditI.!J ,h. lIPUn<:tUfL: cl\lk:_',-,. :Jnt! p<ls:·q~l: l1fn:J:!ion;J1 ccnilicati .. JIl c\am:-;. \\'ilh ,III dlk' n:spc([ lor thl: 
exk"JlsiH' training: 1'.11)" re.,:ei\c. their lxhlC<l Lion JOl:LI-;eS primo.ril~ (Ill ph~rmalxllti...:a l and slHgi...:al appr()<Lci1t''i to 
illlk" and the: t: pic:ll1~ recei\.c IlIlk ur no trainlLlf' III a\:Hruncwr(..~ and oriental IlLc(hcinc. 

Th..: reglll:rlidl1 ol'u pr('>!ession:d J~ r,Kticc should b~' \C'Sh:d in Ihe h.lllU:-O Of'-iL'nim IIlCmh ... 'f:>: orlil:.!1 proks.-;io!1. 
\\ho ar..: lit!I.\ qWllilied to ~d p(lIessionai standard .... for lhe l'f'II':lice. It 1'S ck'ilrl) lh~' r~~p()IL'iihi lil ) oJ'lIw BO,LL'd 
t1L,\cujlllJlL:!ure. DO( an~' oth!.:1 part .... \(l \''-·~ul~lIc a~lIpuncturL: . .Just as we \\tluld not a110\\ Ih\:! Board I'll' 
ACllpUlI'.: IUI\.~ to n:gulall' rh.lrnwc>.~ulil;.\1 drugs or surgery, we should Ih.t pbcc ih~ r..:gul,ltit111 ofm,;uptLll('turc in 
tht: h.Hltb orlho~c \dHl ;Irt.: not ad~qlLdl l'l ~ traincu ill a":lIpllllcturl:. 

'\n) physil' l 'n \-\ 11t) \-\anls to pr:.lt: llce a..:upunctur>.' t.:urrclltly has llll' ",ullle l)ppurtllni[\ "L" ::In:tlI1C d .. l' 10 earn 
It'gilinl'ill..' ..:,,:rtrlicmioll in ,I ! ~' '''rull sibk mallll·~T. \\ ithout loopholes \)r shortnus. SB 1507 \\~)l1IJ c['I.:m..: a 
popLlla(i(lll III i!1~ldequa1c1: trai ned a<.:Upullt:1Url.: pmCliriono.:rs, 

'-\CUPUI1<..'tur..: IiCl..'IlSlUC Shi.lulJ nOl be tJ\..cn lightly It i:; <l s~rioll':; (1l:l!t~'r (lfpubli..: safi" l~ .. lllcJical ethic.;. ;m .. llhc 
11~'iLltll \)1' our citi7cn;-;. P ka~.;- d~l 110t undvrm i n .. lhe IIl tcgri t) n f 111..: :!l upum::ull· ... ' 1'1'0 f~",.'>ion i 11 our f't'lk. ! hank 
)OU for Iht! OPI'llrlUuil:- to .sLlhmil te S[ i llH)I1:. on this bill. I 1 .. ,\)1-. t~)n\arJ to hl.!' lring ~)r your OpposililHl Ii' SB ISO?, 

"'lleerd) . 

1 



February 3, 20100 

Bo bbie MOl'ri s, Lie Ac. MTOM 
Malama Acupunclul'C Ct~lller 

G20 Ainalako Road 
Hilo, Ilawaii ~){i720 

80S 9 :" , 1200 

Re: Senate Bill 1507 and SB 32 

To Whom It May Concern: 

Acupuncture is much more than inserting needles into the body or the ear. It is a 
complete medicine with a thorough understanding of its systems to be effective. 
To lesson this art and medicine to needle insertion is to not only lesson its value 
but to also create problems for the recipient of the needles. 

There is a saying, Western Medicine is difficult to learn but easy to practice, and 
Chinese medicine is easy to learn but difficult to practice. That is because one 
size does not fit all , and EVERY patient must be evaluated for his very personal 
self. This does not mean antibiotics, antidepressants and an anti inflammatory 
for every person with an infection, mood disorder or inflammation. This means 
that whatever illness or disorder the patient presents with, he must be personally 
evaluated and assessed through the Chinese Medical model and treated 
accordingly. To just insert needles in an elbow of pain is to do a disservice to the 
patient. Western Medicine is taught very differently than Chinese medicine in 
their entire approach to "disease". Chinese medicine looks at the entire being in 
its assessment and not just the complaint. If a practitioner of acupuncture does 
not receive proper education they will "first , do harm" ... ..... .. . 

It is akin to an acupuncturist doing a chiropractic adjustment. Yes, we 
understand the body, pain, etc., but we do not have the full body of knowledge 
that a chiropractor has regarding the repercussion of an adjustment. We might 
give temporary relief to the back or neck, but cause other problems due to not 
understanding the complete system. The same is true for acupuncture. You 
cannot insert needles in a body or ear without truly understand the power of what 
you are doing. In auricular acupuncture, if the patient has a tendency to migraine 
or high blood pressure, you could create a problem. Does the person who just 
attended a 3 day seminar understand this totally? Can they do anything once 
they have triggered a headache? The answer is no, because they do not 
understand what they have done, they cannot "un-do" it. Because something is 
powerful when used correctly, it is also powerful when used incorrectly. 



C ommun/0 At--:upuncture ,-5an A nselmo 

Lumiel Kim-Hammerich, l.Ac., D.A.O.M. Acu # 5055 CA, 291 HI 
415.302-8507 

292 Red Hill Avenue, Suite A, San Anselmo, 94960 

January 30, 2011 

TO: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice-Chair 
Health Committee 

RE: TESTIMONY OPPOSING SENATE BILL 1S07 
RELATING TO ACUPUNCTURE 

As a kama 'aina and acupuncturist licensed to practice in our fair state of Hawai . i nei, I 
would like to go on record as opposing 5B 1507. Giving health practitioners who are 
untrained or improperly trained in the art and science of acupuncture is akin, in my 
opinion, to giving the task of shopping for a wedding banquet to a servant who has 
had no food to eat for several days. The servant will say that he is shopping for the 
guests, but In reality his hunger and biased judgment will cause him to make decisions 
to appease his own hunger, and the guests will suffer as a result. 

This is not to say that medical doctors are ignorant scoundrels, but merely to point out 
that the welfare of the patient must be uppermost in all healthcare decision-making. 
MDs are generally not trained in Oriental Medicine, though some of them have made 
valiant efforts to inform themselves by taking classes and by traveling to China. These 
are the few, hardly representing the bulk of their profession, even these efforts are 
often not enough to qualify them as acupuncturists. By restricting acupuncture 
regulation to the province of acupuncture practitioners and neutral parties, there is a 
greater chance of avoiding corruption in decision-makinfl as the westem medical 
profession not only does not fully understand the world status of acupuncture as a 
separate medical system, but tends to view it only as a modality, to be incorporated 
into their system, with which it is incompatible as well as often incomprehensible. 

Passing this bill will mean the death of the acupuncture profession, as the only source 
of income for acupuncturists, small as it is now, Will shrink even further. Acupuncturists 
are so few that they do not even have a profile with the U.s Board of Labor. The 
demise of this profession will also mean the disappearance of the old masters' 
teachings, and will improverish this state greatly in a cultural as well as a medical 
sense. 

RE: TESTIMONY OPPOSING SENATE BILL 32 
RELATING TO HEALTH 

I would like to go on record here as supporting 58 32. This is not contrary to my 
statements above. The NADA protocol can be taught (and has been taught) to many 



Fcbmary I, 20 II 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair 
Health Committee 

RE TESTIMONY APPOSING SENATE BILL 1507 
RELATING TO ACUPUNCTURE 

As a licensed acupuncturist in the Stale of Hawaii I strong ly oppose Senate Bill 1507 
relating to acupuncture. Ir the State passes this bill, it will wipe o ut the acupunct ure 
profession in the State of Hawai i. The ones most affected by this will be the patients who 
need our help and our services. If thi s bill passes it wi ll be very difficult ifnot impossible 
to actually reach them. 

Acupuncture is an effect ive medical modality that patients should have the right to choose 
o n her/his own. 

The medical world sho uld embrace this alt ernative medicine instead of being threatened by 
it. Please help us continue to help and heal our patients here in Hawaii . 

With infinite Aloha, 

Akcmi Na kagawa Bischoff, L.Ac. 
808-347-5243 



Felea; Tau 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Wednesday , February 02, 2011 2:05 PM 
HTHT estimony 
renner@hawaii,edu 
Testimony for 581507 on 2/4/2011 4:00:00 PM 

Testimony for HTH 2/4/2011 4:0e:ee PM 581507 

Conference room: 229 
Testifier position: oppose 
Testifier will be present: No 
Submitted by: Tanya Renner 
Organization: Individual 
Address: George Honolulu 
Phone: 808782-6179 
E-mail: renner@hawaii.edu 
Submitted on: 2/2/2011 

Comments: 
It is ve ry important that we not lower the educational standards for practitioners of 
acupuncture. 



February 2, 2011 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 

Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice-Chair 

Health Committee 

RE: TESTIMONY OPPOSING SENATE BILL 1507 

RELATING TO ACUPUNCTURE 

I am writing to oppose Senate 8ill1507 relating to the Board of Acupuncture. I strongly urge you not to 

pass legislation giving the Hawai i Medical Board powers to regu late the practice of acupuncture and 

repeal the authority of the Board of Acupuncture. 

To be involved in Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine, a practitioner must be acquainted with the 

standards established by the profession and be trained and qualified to practice. The training involved 

in oriental medicine Is vastly different than that of a western medical doctor. The western approach 

treats patients' symptoms generally from a chemical or surgical approach. Oriental medicine also treats 

patient' s symptoms, however, through educating the patient to restore and maintain balance and self 

healing abilities. Each approach, be it western or oriental medicine, must be supported by a governing 

board that has the knowledge, understanding, and e)(perience in the profession. 

80th of these fields must be administered by the senior established professionals that they are trained 

to oversee. I urge you to support the continuation of the Board of Acupuncture for the field of Oriental 

Medicine. It is critical for the hea lth and safety of our practitioners and patients. 

Sincerely yours, 

Jeanne Bernauer 



Feleai Tau 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Wednesday, February 02, 20112:24 PM 
HTHTestimony 
hipster_crunch@hotmail.com 
Testimony for 561507 on 214/201 14:00:00 PM 

Testimony for HTH 2/ 4/ 2811 4:ee:ae PM 581507 

Conference room : 229 
Testifier position: oppose 
Testifier will be present: No 
Submitted by: angel 
Organization: Individual 
Address: 
Phone: 
E-mail: hipster crunch@hotmail.com 
Submitted on: 2/2/2011 

Comments: 



Feleai Tau 

From: 
Sent: 
To; 
Cc: 

mailinglist@capilol.hawaii ,gov 
Wednesday, February 02,2011 2:34 PM 
HTHTestimony 
missaya@gmaitcom 

Subject: Testimony for S81507 on 2/4f2011 4:00:00 PM 

Tes t imony for HTH 2/4/2811 4:08:08 PM 561587 

Conference room: 229 
Testifi er position: oppose 
Testifier will be present : No 
Submitted by: Aya Nakajima 
Organization: Individual 
Address : 
Phone: 
E-mail : missaya@gmail.com 
Submitted on: 2/2/2811 

Comments: 
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2/2/11 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice·Chair 
Health Committee 

RE: Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 

Relating to Acupuncture 

I am a licensed acupuncturist in the State of Hawaii and I strongly oppose S.B.1507. 
graduated from The Institute of Clinical Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine and I am 
certified by the NCCAOM. I dedicated four years of my life to learn this ancient 
knowledge which I take very seriously. The depth of knowledge should not be taken 
lightly or devalued. 

With all due respect, Western medicine has its place in our society in that physicians, 

osteopathic physicians and physician's assistants assume their duties based on their 
specific knowledge and training. However, those who have not met the education 
requirements, licensure and certifications required within current regulation of 
acupuncture by the BOA should not proceed as proposed. There is clearly a 
remarkable lack of training in comparison to one who is properly trained and licensed. 
strongly urge you not to pass this bill. Thank you . 

Sincerely, 

Theresa Alvillar, L.Ac. 



Feleai Tau 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

maitinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Wednesday, February 02, 2011 2:42 PM 
HTHT estimony 
educate<Cowl@yahoo.com 
Testimony for SB1507 on 2/4/2011 4:00:00 PM 

Testimony for HTH 2/4/2011 4:00 :00 PM 561507 

Conference room: 229 
Testifier position : oppose 
Testifier will be present: No 
Submitted by: Drew Barthlow 
Organization: Individual 
Address: Honolulu 
Phone: 8082588269 
E-mail: educatedQwl@yahoo.com 
Submitted on: 2/2/2011 

Comments: 



Feleai Tau 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

maitinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Wednesday , February 02, 2011 2:42 PM 
HTHTestimony 

Cc: ciaojpeny@yahoo.com 
Subject: Testimony for S81507 on 2/4/2011 4:00:00 PM 

Testimony for HTH 2/4/2011 4:ee:ee PM 5B1507 

Conference room: 229 
Testlfler position: oppose 
Testifier will be present : No 
Submitted by: Jennifer 
Organization: Individual 
Address: Honolulu, HI 
Phone: 
EM mai1: ciaojperry@yahoo.com 
Submitted on: 2/ 2/2011 

Comments: 
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February 2, 2011 

To: Senator Josh Green, Cha ir 

Senator C larence Nishihara, Vice Chair 

Health Committee 

Re: Testimony O pposing Senate Bill 1507 

Relating to Acupuncture 

I am employed at an acupuncture clinic in Kailua and for the first tim e in my life am bei ng exposed to the 

il1l1umerable benefits and effects o f Eastern Medicine, and in particular, acupuncture. I do not understand 

how or even why it works, but I do know that there are thousands o f patients coming through this cl inic 

each year, and almost all leave having experienced healing in some way (and in many cases complete 

heal ing) - physical or emot ional (to be very sim ple) . 

Students of acupuncture graduat ing as a Licensed Acupuncturist has just undergone 3,240 hours of 

theory, training and practicu m and are managed by the Ameri can Board of Medica l Acupuncture. If this 

Bill passes, medical doctors w ill have the abili ty to become "certified" in acupunctu re under the non

acupuncture-speci fic supervision oflhe board of medical doctors. Thcy could then poss ibly be certified 

with 3001/0/11'05 or less of acupuncture training, but sti ll wou ld not even be reviewed o r exam ined by 

anyone on the American Board of Medical Acupuncture. It's not safe. Acupuncture is complicated and 

covers a vast range of injuries, illnesses and the like . . . and becoming a good, safe practitioner takes at 

least the rcq uired 3000+ hours of schoo l and years of practice. The discrepancy in the amount of training 

should a lann you and the o thers on the Health Comm ittee. 

If medical doctors think they can get certified quick ly in thi s, then what next? Ch iropractic? Physical 

Therapy? Then we' ll have a bunch of doctors do in g too many things and doing none of them we ll because 

they are spreading them se lves too thin . Leave the acupuncture to those who have properly trained for it. IL 

will likely save health care funds in the lo ng run to not have m ishaps and lawsuits. 

Very s incerely. 

Lia Bcttag 

41-363 Sadd le City Rd #10, Waimana lo, HI 96795 



Feleai Tau 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

mailingtist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Wednesday, February 02, 2011 3:26 PM 
HTHT estimony 

Cc: viki@vndg-hawaii.com 
Subject: Testimony for 5B615 on 2/4/2011 3:00:00 PM 

Testimony for HTH/JDl 2/4/2011 3:00:00 PM 59615 

Conference room: 229 
Testifier position: support 
Testifier will be present: No 
Submitted by: Viki Bladet 
Organ ization: Individual 
Address: 
Phone : 
E-mail : viki@vndg-hawaii .com 
Submitted on: 2/2/2011 

Comments: 
Hello, 
My husband and I have been trying to have a baby f or over 5 years. We have done 1 attempt 
with IVF. And the 2nd attempt i n December 2010 was unsuccessful. We want to do a third 
attempt however the IVF the cost has put a burden on our financ ial s. 
We are praying that this bill passes. 

Thank you very mu ch for your time . 
viki 

1 



Feleai Tau 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

maiHnglist@capitol.hawaiLgov 
Wednesday. February 02, 20113:53 PM 
HTHTestimony 
haleapapane@yahoo.com 
Testimony for 581507 on 2/4/2011 4:00:00 PM 

Testimony for HTH 2/ 4/ 2011 4:00 :00 PM S81S07 

Conference room: 229 
Testifier position: oppose 
Testifier will be present: No 
Submitted by: Debora Ciampa 
Organization: Individual 
Address: PO Box 2422 Kealakekua, HI 96750 
Phone: 808-929-7658 
E-mail: haleapapane@yahoo.com 
Submitt ed on : 2/ 2/ 2011 

Comments: 
J strongly oppose this bill. It is like comparing apples and oranges. Each is good within i ts 
own right. Being employed i n the health system for the past 26 years &amp; even with 
i nsurance, I choose to be treated for health reasons by Acupuncture instead of Western 
medicine. Right or wrong it works for me. I wou ld not trust a Doctor with Acupuncture as I 
would not trust an Acupuncturist with an emergency medical problem. 



Feleai Tau 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

mailinglist@capitoLhawaii.gov 
Wednesday, February 02, 2011 4:09 PM 
HTHT estimony 

Cc: silent1105@gmail .com 
Subject: Testimony for SB1507 on 2/4/2011 4:00:00 PM 

Testimony for HTH 2/4/2011 4:ee:ee PM 5B1507 

Conference room: 229 
Testif ier position : oppose 
Testifier wil l be present: No 
Submi tted by: Autum Kirgan 
Organization: Individual 
Address: 2419 Ferdinand Ave. Honolulu, HI 
Phone: 8082266484 
E-mai l : si l ent110S@gmai l .com 
Submitted on: 2/ 2/ 2011 

Comments: 
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Feleai Tau 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

mailinglist@Capitol.hawaiLgov 
Wednesday, February 02, 20114:12 PM 
HTHTestimony 

Cc: Iynn.all@maui.net 
Subject: Testimony for S81507 on 2/412011 4:00:00 PM 

Testimony for HTH 2/ 4/ 2011 4:o0:0e PM SB1507 

Conference room: 229 
Testifier position: oppose 
Testifier will be present: No 
Submitted by: l ynn Allen 
Organization: Individual 
Address: 
Phone: 
E-mail: lynn.all@maui.net 
Submitted on : 2/2/2011 

Comments: 
I have trained and passed specific Board exams in order to practice Oriental Medicine . I 
strongly oppose this bill. All should be required to go through the same training 1n order 
to practi ce Oriental Medicine - as is the standard for all medicines. 
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Feleai Tau 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Wednesday, February 02, 20114:24 PM 
HTHTeslimony 
Alice.Brayce@Gmail.com 

Subject: Testimony for 58615 on 2/412011 3:00:00 PM 

Testimony for HTH/JOL 2/4/2811 3:09:88 PM $B615 

Conference room: 229 
Testifier position: support 
Testifier will be present: No 
Submitted by: Alice Brayce 
Organization: Individual 
Address: 46-314 Nahewai Street Kaneohe, HI 
Phone: 808.234.6187 
E-mail: Alice.Brayce@Gmail.com 
Submitted on: 2/2 / 2811 

Comments: 
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S",n;"_or J osh Green 
S,,,, t ., rl'lpitol , Ro .... m 
'l15 S·~'u Lh Belel!'ln la 
!I._·ne. l ulu , 111 96813 

D~ar SelllOl..OC Green , 

Tha nk you [ or this opporlunity t o share wi th yo u my though -:s in support 
" f S8 978 , whi ch appr opridL e!l fund s f or a ne .... sY!ltem f o r d)t crmining 
Modi cald eligibi li ly . 

The s ysLe:n currentJy bei ng used t o determine Hed ic<!.id ~l ig _bility is 
obsoleLCl and unable to hand l e the hig h volu:nc o f applicant J because it 
rali e~ o n paper-driven processe!l . A!J an indication o f the volume , more 
thdn a qu~[te[ of a million people a re e n rolled in Hawaii ' i Medicaid 
p cogram . Delays in pl"ocessing ilppliclOLions Lransl<!. tes to le laY!l in 
oh t nini ng acce!;~ to heaIt_h c" re. 

As noted in Section 1 o f t he bi ll , Lhe Affordable C",re Act. (ACA) 
l"aquire3 each .sLa t e t o have a heil l th insura nce Olx.::h ilnge by 201 4. Thc 
ACA ",Is·;. roquire!l each stat e t o h<'lve a website through whi:h 
indi v i duals may IOpply f o r Medicaid o r privato haalth Core ,1l!lUranCe !!IO 

that th""re is seamle3:' coocdinati on b e l.ween the two _ H<lwa i ' :J current 
MQdi c~ .id applicati on ~ystcm is nOL ca pable or performing tle federa lly 
mandat~d [unctions . 

F .~ r lundtely, the f€deral go ve rnm;:,n,: i!J creating .. rinonci n I proqram 
t hat wil l mll t.ch s tate f undi ng to establish n,;,w Medicaid ,",l .qibility 
sy:st.cms , wi th the foderal government providi ng 90\ o f the _otal 
fundin'1 . F~e ("al funds will a lso become available Lo main:ain the new 
Mo¥Jicai d e lig i bility ~ystern:; . rhi:; i s an oppc-rumiLy thilL should not 
be; ignor oo . 

For th.,- fo regoing r.M!lOn::; , I suppor t 58 978 

SinCErely, 

Ms . LAURALEE KAWAMATA 
I JS Lfohu<'l St 
wahiawa , HI 96786-2036 
(80S) 621 - 4438 



F.;-b ;' , 2011 

5· .... "., L<:. r J.;:.;:h Gr0~n 
Stat\) r , pit:.:.l , ", ,, ,Tn 
,lIS :'''u lh B".I - I ;1[,L" 
H:-n -' ]ul'.I , HI (',, 3D 

".,., • •• 
S t l ",.,>1 

·;h:mJ.: Y'1l f ·:,r t,hi!., opp.:.rrunity t..: ~h .. t~ with y<:ou my thc'u~h_ .'!l in ~· ' Ipp· ... rt 
:·t Sl~ 078 , which dJ:1='l" 01'1 i(l tcs fUl,d~ [or a new ~y~,t.'*U f·:.r d ,t ", tmininq 
f!di .... " i :i digibili ty . 

I S~I 'I' lly -"uj:1f" '(t th", inLF '\Clrtan':0 "I " new i ui '.>lm,, 1 ion toc j! I, _·h"JY h-'r 
,:our M.x!h:a i d prO',j l·.:un , tho ( ·:>ll ,:lHing "'l()"::; impd.: t on ",11 hc,lth carol 
r·j"('oViri"'r!'l . 

1 . rUIL<.!:ll .-.li'Jibility d l~;).: mil!> !. b e leal liOl,", (;"1H16Cli '.:>n .. 1 (...,in9 
r·r"w i 'l.'r~ v.., v ,;> rity alioJlb i li ty <'In'; l-w<llth p lan 1.-") ~1I)i.~h t,~ 

t..~ 1I-=1 ir: i<lL--f i~ ",,01',:01101 
:;: . EJi'Jibil i t y ,-, f beno r i cifllY 1::., cdticII1 f Gr all h .. ",lth C 1H~ pr.:-vio:l"l"s 
t:, F'1"); e~:;; r e 'l lle.:;t prr ... pi'lrly Ilod h .)pefu1. 1y 'l o<! t :J p" i d v i t h ! 3':-rvi cc~S 
j::·r,~ .. 'id.".j . 
2 . Eliyibi l1ty i:: i lUp<.i1lant ;.><p~o:;l ttu.t h ... 1p,; pI·_,vid,; ) fin t out. if 
f,,'li ent i :1 c'lrr.)n!:ly el iqi bJ~ t o hnve cover<,go;> "rv1 "ll.-oW lj: t o proce!J:J 
,·l ... ims pi "f'erly t ·:) ",.-tua! f:·..-.vor .'lOUrC<:05 . 

1,1.) tOilve ~,) !Duch iinnncifli l o:::::;.~:J over:- t.he ye,n;:> dOle t.,_. Gut: -.:nt 3y:::t .. on 
n·:'t .~ffi.-i"-"nt in j:.r,-.v idinq t.imely .:r,an,~'? un f1-=--:l '~"J0St l-e.:i · i"'''!; 
.~Mi tcl",iw,1 p1<lns . OU t· r:: 1aims ctl t'" cionied ! ul ~J,," W>', !"O )1<:,t .. w" e they m,)v.:. 
t 1"0111 e·o·: pi on I.e, anoth<.!l" fe,r tho~:e c 1 i en t.!: d,:,]') ' I. u~ua 1 1y n 'I. i f"j 1.l!J 

until W.;l .;J0t e denial ( .r r.'<lym.: nt .1'h .. !!t<l tt at t ho= Medicaid p,'og l"m 
It':>!: 1l·_,L upd"L""d Lhe ,_1"'119'<'":; in", t.imd ly man.! , .. r Ih~n il .. 11 le t u::s ill 
m ... ny Hays . 

AJ,oin , 4~ :;inco:-r·::dy t hank y ou f •• , your suppv,t in this bil , 'v, we ·:oan 
1'· l-'u Lt .~.t' 1.,,1pin';J pr .vi:it:' an .::ffici"nt Hay c.f ·"k· ili·~ bus i n ..",;; Hi t.h lI,o 
M.-;riic.·d1 f" r"'Jram _ 

ThAn ).: Y~'J , 
Vir,I;>'" l\rnnb it. PtJ , h~" J 
C~II 

.lI.rl I·"'·"::iir.:" I , In..: , 
" 1 1"1]1'1 Mol·..,,,,' ·,,, St 
wai p a hu , HI ~6'/q7 

BOa 67a-3Qoo 

T1I0 5y~lo1:m .::.ur r.",l t ly b >Jing u:; .;KI t ,) dllte r-mine M~dic.aid @l i g b il i t y i ,5 
·_bS,-.J ttL.,. and un~b1t) to handl", I_ he high voll.un~ o f appl j c;~nL' bec i'ius,; it 
r elics ~n pap,-""r-drivon pr·x;~:.;:;cs . As an indicdti or, of the volume , mo re 
th.!ln II , ~uart"'r <:'I f <l mill i o/\ pe,:ople ar"! enr o lled in IIl1wlIii ' I t-I-?dicaid 
pr'~·;p . ..,I'I . [).al"Y3 in p r o.:tt:'<:J ing aPl=,li..:"'tion!'l tran.'!ll~L"'~ to [o lays in 
·.btaining ",,,:C'::55 to health c,;. rc . 

A~ not-=-:! in So.:t i'_1!l 1 or the b i 11 , tho Atfc'l~dab l o1: Carc Act (ArA ) 
rC '_J 'JirQ~ ,)iH;h stat,~ !CJ havo a hO'l l Lh 1nsuranco .1;~ (: I " :uJqc by 20]'1. TII~ 
ACA ~ 1 3 '~ rdquire!' Clach !It;;lte t o ha ve " websit.: tl'1I '- ";'1 h whi 'h 
i l"jLvidlJa l", ma y apply for Mooi caid o r pr i vata b",,,,] th ca rt:' _n5Urltl\'';' oi! .:1(' 

t10al th ... r.a- is soJarn l>i!:J!J c0<:·rdinAtic, ft betHeen I:h", LHO . HawC\ i ' ~ current 
~1-:t<iir.~ij "pplicath,n :'Y3 t('"m i.., n'l. '~<lri\hJo ~,f fl", rf.;-,rming t ,oa r~d""r'111y 
m<lndat ... J functi0J '!:i. 

FortUfli:t tely , the f.~cra l government. 1:3 CH !d t ing a tJ.n~nci n r program 
tha t. Hil l ma tr::h !ltat e fu r..:i imJ t o ~s tl'lb'\i.:5h n0W '·!ed ir;" i·1 o<!l_qibility 
-,=,y!>t >!!nI~: , I-li l iL Lil" i,yj",p, 1 gQvC'rrull~n t. ~'rovidi nr~ ') 0'1; 'Jf Lhe .;, t ", l 
tllnd in'J . f" ,;;d'Cl'al ttlrl(:b .,ill "Is() become .-,v'o i lab l "! to mllin-~ in r: hof> nt!-l-: 
t~-=-jicai,1 ",1iqibi lity ="Y3 tcms . Thi!5 is an opp"rtunity thlt t sh-'u Jd not 
bod 1~1 ,l")1 -dd , 

Sincerely, 

Ml"!> . VT ') LETA APN')BIT 



green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Sheryl Shook (shooks@hawaii.eduJ 
Thursday, February 03, 2011 8:58 AM 
HTHTestimony 

Subject: 

Sheryl Shook, Ph.D. 
1510 Thurston, #2 
Honolulu, HI 96822 
February 3rd , 2011 

OPPosition to 881507 

To: Senator Josh Grecn, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair 
Senate Health Committee 
Re: Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relaling to Acupuncture 
(Hearing scheduled for Friday, February 4, 2011, at 4 :00 p.m. in Room 229) 

Dear Senator Josh Green, Chair, Senator Clarence Nish ihara, Vice Chair, and other distinguished members of 
the Committee, 

I am writing to strongly urge your opposi tion to S8 1507 relating to acupuncture. This bill would be hannful to 
healthcare consumers because it would undennine the quality, safety, and integrity of acupuncture in Hawaii . It 
would lower professional standards and allow inadequately trained people to practice acupuncture, by giving 
the Board of Medical Examiners sole regulatory jurisdiction over the practice of acupuncture by physicians and 
physician 's assistants. 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expertise to regulate the practice of acupuncture in this way. Only 
the Board of Acupuncture can appropriately do so, and their current regulatory standards are the safest approach 
to delivering quality acupuncture to the public. 

Our current education requirements for acupuncture li censure include 3,240 hours of instruction, graduation 
from an accredited acupuncture college, and passage of national certification exams. With all due respect for the 
extensive training MDs receive, their education focuses primarily on phannaceutical and surgical approachcs to 
illness, and they typically receive little or no training in acupuncture and oriental medicine. 

The regulation ofa professional practice should be vested in the hands of senior members of that profession, 
who are fully qualified to set professional standards for the practice. It is clearly the responsibi lity of the Board 
of Acupuncture, not any other party, to regulate acupuncture. Just as we would not allow the Board of 
Acupuncture to regulate phannaceutical drugs or surgery, we should not place the regulation of acupuncture in 
the hands of those who are not adequately trained in acupuncture. 

Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same opportunity as anyone else to earn 
legitimate certification in a responsible manner, without loopholes or shortcuts. SB 1507 would create a 
population of inadequately trained acupuncture practitioners. 

Acupuncture licensure should not be taken lightly. It is a serious matter of public safety, medical ethics, and the 
health of our citizens. Please do not undennine the integrity of the acupuncture profession in our state. Thank 
you for the opportunity to submit testimony on thi s bill. I look forward to hearing of your opposition to SB1507. 

1 



Sincerely, 

Sheryl Shook, Ph.D. 

2 



green1 - Karen 

From: draj1@aol.com 
Sent: 
To: 

Thursday, February 03, 2011 9:01 AM 
HTHTestimony 

Subject: 

From: 
Dr. Anita Johnston 
258 Kuukama St 
Kailua , HI 

February 3rd , 2011 

Opposition to 581507 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair 
Senate Health Committee 
Re: Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 
(Hearing scheduled for Friday, February 4, 2011 , at 4:00 p.m. in Room 229) 

Dear Senator Josh Green , Chair, Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair, and other 
distinguished members of the Committee, 

I am writing to strongly urge your opposition to SB1507 relating to acupuncture. This bill 
would be harmful to healthcare consumers because it would undermine the quality, safety, 
and integrity of acupuncture in Hawaii. It would lower professional standards and allow 
inadequately trained people to practice acupuncture, by giving the Board of Medical 
Examiners sole regulatory jurisdiction over the practice of acupuncture by physicians and 
physician 's assistants. 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expertise to regulate the practice of 
acupuncture in this way. Only the Board of Acupuncture can appropriately do so, and their 
current regulatory standards are the safest approach to delivering quality acupuncture to 
the public. 

Our current education requirements for acupuncture licensure include 3,240 hours of 
instruction , graduation from an accredited acupuncture college, and passage of national 
certification exams. With all due respect for the extensive training MDs receive, their 
education focuses primarily on pharmaceutical and surgical approaches to illness, and 
they typically receive little or no training in acupuncture and oriental medicine. 

The regulation of a professional practice should be vested in the hands of senior members 
of that profession, who are fully qualified to set professional standards for the practice. It is 
clearly the responsibility of the Board of Acupuncture, not any other party , to regulate 
acupuncture. Just as we would not allow the Board of Acupuncture to regulate 

1 



pharmaceutical drugs or surgery, we should not place the regulation of acupuncture in the 
hands of those who are not adequately trained in acupuncture. 

Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same opportunity as 
anyone else to earn legitimate certification in a responsible manner, without loopholes or 
shortcuts. SB1507 would create a population of inadequately trained acupuncture 
practitioners. 

Acupuncture licensure should not be taken lightly. It is a serious matter of public safety , 
medical ethics, and the health of our citizens. Please do not undermine the integrity of the 
acupuncture profession in our state. Thank you for the opportun ity to submit testimony on 
this bill. I look forward to hearing of your opposition to SB1507. 

Sincerely, 

Anita Johnston, Ph.D. 
www.DrAnitaJohn ston.com 
author, Eating in the Light of the Moon 

Director, 'Ai Pono Eating Disorders Prog ra m, Hawaii 608-540-1 001 
Consultant, Focus Center for Eating Disorders, Tennessee 

, 



green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Mami Ellgem 
4340 Sierra Drive, 
Honolulu, Hawaii 968 16 
February 3rd, 20 11 

Marni Eligren [marnLeligren@gmail.com] 
Thursday, February 03, 2011 8:56 AM 
HTHT estimony 
Opposition to SB1507!!!1!! 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chai r 
Senate Health Committee 
Re: Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 
(Hearing scheduled for Friday, February 4, 2011 , al4:00 p.m. in Room 229) 

Dear Senator Josh Green, Chair, Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair, and other distinguished members of 
the Committee, 

1 am writing to strongly urge your opposition to SB 1507 relating to acupuncture. This bi ll would be harmful to 
healthcare consumers because it would undermine the quality, safety, and integrity of acupuncture in Hawaii . It 
would lower pro fessional standards and allow inadequately trained people to practice acupuncture, by giving 
the Board of Medical Examiners sole regulatory juri sdiction over the practice of acupuncture by physicians and 
physician's assistants. 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expertise to regulate the practice of acupuncture in this way. Only 
the Board of Acupuncture can appropriate ly do so, and their current regulatory standards are the safest approach 
to delivering quality acupuncture to the public. 

Our current education requirements for acupuncture licensure include 3,240 hours of instruction, graduation 
from an accredited acupuncture college, and passage o f national certification exams. With all due respect for the 
extensive training MDs receive, their education focuses primarily on pharmaceutical and surgical approaches to 
illness, and they typically receive little or no training in acupuncture and oriental medicine. 

The regulation of a professional practice should be vested in the hands of senior members of that profession, 
who are fully qualified to set professional standards for the practice. It is clearly the responsibility of the Board 
of Acupuncture, not any other party, to regulate acupuncture. Just as we would not allow the Board of 
Acupuncture to regulate pharmaceutical drugs or surgery, we should not place the regulation of acupuncture in 
the hands of those who are not adequately trained in acupuncture. 

Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same opportunity as anyone else to earn 
legitimate certification in a responsible manner, without loopholes or shortcuts. SB 1507 would create a 
population of inadequately trained acupuncture practitioners. 

Acupuncture licensure should not be taken lightly. It is a serious matter of public safety, medical ethics, and the 
health of our cit izens. Please do not undermine the integrity of the acupuncture profession in our state. Thank 
you for the opportunity to submit test imony on thi s bi ll . I look forward to hearing of your opposition to S8 1507. 



Sincerely, 

Mami Suu Ellgren 
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green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Italia Grasso (igrasso@eastlink.ca] 
Thursday, February 03, 2011 9:06 AM 
HTHT estimony 

Cc: igrasso 
Subject: Opposition to S.B. #1507 - Acupuncture 

From: Italia Grasso/Ganley 
2949 Dole Street 
Honolulu, HI 968 16-1731 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair 
Senate Health Committee 
Re: Testimony Opposing Senate 81111507 Relating to Acupuncture 
(Hearing scheduled for Friday, February 4, 2011 , at 4:00 p.m. in Room 229) 

Dear Senator Josh Green, Chair, Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair, and other 
distinguished members of the Committee, 

I am writing to strongly urge your opposition to S81507 relating to acupuncture. This bi11 
would be harmful to healthcare consumers because it would undermine the quality, safety, 
and integrity of acupuncture in Hawaii. It would lower professional standards and allow 
inadequately trained people to practice acupuncture, by giving the Board of Medical 
Examiners sole regulatory jurisdicUon over the practice of acupuncture by physicians and 
physician's assistants. 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expertise to regulate the practice of acupuncture 
in this way. Only the Board of Acupuncture can appropriately do so, and their current 
regulatory standards are the safest approach to delivering quality acupuncture to the public. 

Our current education requirements for acupuncture licensure include 3,240 hours of 
instruction, graduation from an accredited acupuncture college, and passage of national 
certification exams. With all due respect for the extensive training MDs receive, their 
education focuses primarily on pharmaceutical and surgical approaches to illness, and they 
typica11y receive little or no training in acupuncture and oriental medicine. 

The regulati on of a professional practice should be vested in the hands of senior members of 
that profession, who are fully qualified to set profeSSional standards for the practice. It is 
clearly the responsibility of the Board of Acupuncture, not any other party , to regulate 
acupuncture. Just as we would not allow the Board of Acupuncture to regulate 
pharmaceutical drugs or surgery, we should not place the regulation of acupuncture in the 
hands of those who are not adequately trained in acupuncture. 

Any phYSician who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same opportunity as 
anyone else to earn legitimate certification in a responsible manner, without loopholes or 
shortcuts. 5B1507 would create a population of inadequately trained acupuncture 
practitioners. 

Acupuncture licensure should nol be taken lightly. It is a serious matter of public safety, 
medical ethics, and the health of our citizens. Please do not undermine the integrity of the 
acupuncture profession in our state. Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony on this 
bill . I look fOlWard to hearing of your opposition to S81507. 

Sincerely, 

1 



Italia Grasso/Ganley 

2 



February 1, 2011 

TO: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice -Chai r 

Health Committee 

RE: TESTIMONY OPPOSING SENATE BILL 1507 

RELATING TO ACUPUNCTURE 

Dear Senator Josh Green, Senator Clarence Nishihara and Vice-Chair Health Committee: 

I am Mian l ong, an acupuncturist in Hawaii and certified in acupuncture and Orienta l medicine 
by The Nationa l Certification Commission for Acupuncture and Orienta l Medicine. I was trained 

w ith both West Medicinal phys ician and traditiona l Medica l doctor in China, and licensed and 

practiced as a combined doctor medicine on WM and TeM. I also was a research scientist in the 
institute of Traditional Chinese medicine in China. I have worked long time in biomedical 

research for Traditional Chinese Medicine and acupuncture in State University of New York. 

As I know, both, West and Traditiona l Chinese Medicine (WM, TeM) are formed in totally 

different system w hich make the diag.nosis and treatment are totally different too. More than 
60 year pract iced in China, it shows t hat physicians trained by both WM and TCM are more 

success in the ir practice and research. The medical providers, w ho t ried on ly WM and w hen 
they t reat patients with TCM, often give incorrect diagnosis and trea tment to their patients. 

Why phys icians without TCM train ing are fa iled in pract ice in TCM? As sa id above, WM and 

TeM are formed d ifferent systems, wh ich makes the examines, diagnosis and treatment are 
different. The TCM diagnosis has not been included to WM education system yet. Most 
physicians have no knowledge of TCM. For example, they don't know how to read the tongue of 

patients; how to get information of total pulse examine from patients; they don't know w hat 
means the hot, cold body condition; they don' t know, w hat means damp in the body; they 
don't know, why pat ients w ith disease on their organs then effects on limbs, or acu- merid ians 

so on. If they don't know the diagnosis, t herefore, do they know how do give a treatment to 
patients? If we on ly view t he medicine on the way of WM, we may say that, we are able to 

treat the patients with standard methods based on the disease, physicians on ly need fo llow the 
menus to treat t heir patients. It sound is a good idea l method. But, TCM more considers the 
const itution. Patients w it h different constitution and symptoms, and w ith same disease may be 

diagnosis and treatment different in reM. Patients with same constitution and symptoms and 
w ith different diseases may be treat similar in TCM. If only standard the treatment menus on 
WM diagnosis, the diagnosis and t reatment designs are unilateral. It is why, physicia ns practice 

acupuncture have been trained by reM. 

In New York, physicia ns are allowed to practice acupuncture after they completed the 

acupuncture training for 100 hour. Form my e)(perience and ta lked to some phys ician 

acupunctu rist s, I deeply feel 100 hour training is not enough for a physician to pract ice 



Jennifer Benner, MSOM, L.Ac. Dip!. Ac. 

February 1, 2011 

TO: Senator Josh Green, Chair 

Licensed Acupuncturist 
PO Box 859 

Holualoa, HI 96725 
808.345.2599 

jbennerlac@gmail.com 

Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice-Chair 
Hea lth Committee 

RE: TESTIMONY OPPOSING SENATE BILL lS07 
RELATING TO ACUPUNCTURE 

I am for integrating allopathic and alternative medicine in healthcare. I am for providing options 
to the public when it comes to the ir healt hcare. I am for having the different options covered 

by insurance. I strongly oppose S8 1507. 

Integrating healthcare means bringing licensed acupuncturists to medical offices, hospita ls, 
emergency rooms, etc, or referring to a licensed professiona l. It means validating acupuncture 

and Chinese Medicine as a treatment option and having it accessib le to patients and covered by 
their insurance. A licensed acupuncturist has completed t he required course o f study and 
practice to earn the title and the right to practice acupuncture. Acupuncture is not simply 

stick ing need les in someone. There is an art, a science and a 5,000-year-o ld philosophy that has 
been passed down and refined through generations. It is not someth ing you learn at a weekend 
workshop. 

I elected Senator Josh Green MO because I thought he wou ld make positive changes for 

healthcare, not minimize a very important part of our healthcare system. If phys icians have 
completed some course-work on acupuncture and want to offer it as a service in their office, 
the same board that oversees acupuncturists can govern t hat part of the ir service. If they tru ly 

want to help their patients with acupuncture they can hire or work w ith a licensed profess iona l 
in the field of acupuncture. 

Bi ll 1507 proposes the Hawai i medical board oversee physicians practicing acupuncture. What 
does the Hawaii medical board know about acupuncture? We have different governing boards 
for a reason. Acupuncture is a complex and unique system. If the physicians are tru ly practicing 

"acupuncture" then the "acupuncture" board should govern them. If they are doing something 

else under t he scope of their practice, they should ca ll it something else. 

Sincerely, 
Jennifer Benner 



February 1, 2011 

Sheryl Malin, RN, BS, MAcOM, LAc, CNOR 
2333 Kapiolani Blvd. Unit #2909 

Honolulu, HI 96826 
808-222-4622 

ssmalin@gmail.com 
WW'.v.acupunctureinhawaii .com 

TO: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice-Chair 
Health Committee 

RI:: TESTIMONY OPPOSING SENATE BILL 1507 
RELATING TO ACUPUNCTURE 

RI:: TESTIMONY OPPOSING SENATE BILL 32 
RELATING TO HEALTH 

I will no! Cllffi)!' .\"(ol1e. even/hr patienrs in whom 'he diseme ix manUe.H: IWI/I leove fhis operation fO be 
fJ(~t:tiJf/lIed by praclitirmers . . Ipr:,;iali.\'/s in this 01'1. 

(Hippocrmic: Oarh 5'" ceJIIllry HC) 

"Medical acupuncture as performed by physicians is nOI SubSI3.l1lially different from any other type of 
acupuncture. and therefore. physicians performing " medical ;:acupuncture -, shou ld be subjcci to the same 
laws of licensure and proof of competency as everyone cl sc" , TIlis statement made by the Attorney 
General for the state of Hawaii of Hawaii on August 18. 2003 paved the \\'ay fo r retaining the purity of 
Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM) both in Hawo.ii and throughout the ma inland. 

Consider that the 2002 Arneri c;'"In community profil e reported that an astoundi ng 43.5%,. or 526.667 
Hawai ian residents. were not bom in Hawaii distinguishing it as the mehing pot of the Pacifi c. The state 
has prided itself on respecti ng. preserving and protecting the traditions of its residents . Hawa ii is a model 
to the nation for the rea li1..'"It io n that anclcnt customs a nd practiccs are val id and shou ld be retained in their 
purest form. 

lllC preservation of TCM. as it should be taught and practiccd, is paramount to the untainted practice of 
this ancient art. History te:xts from China tell liS that the ancient way oflearning Ch inese medicine was to 
apprentice with a Master, 110t from a Westemized c lone of ancient traditi ons. OStudents spent years 
Ic.:tming about the art a nd application of acupuncture and herbal medieine_ But they a lso leamed 
something else that is not taught in modem medic ine, holistic. individuali zed pat ient care . TCM IS an 
integration of herbs. d iet, and acupuncture and to pract ice one without the other is a tr.J.vesty ofthis 
ancicnt medical modality . One must lcam from many professors, observc with many cli nical supervisors. 
a nd spend at lcast a fe\\ years to lea rn how to approach a patient in a holis tic way with an entirely new set 
of d iagnost ic princip les. TCM is not a ··one size fi ts all"' med icine. 

In an introduction to his Medica l Acupuncture course, Joseph M. Helms. M.D. n (Course Chaimlan of the 



Ic..'lst 43.5% arc not Hawa iian born) . 

I imp lore you to s tand b~' your insightful 2003 ruling and not be swayed to offer your voters -~'our 
supporters - a paradigm that fall s short of what it represents . 

Respectfull y_ 

Sheryl Malin, RN. LAc 



February 1, 2011 

TO: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishiha ra, Vice-Chair 
Health Committee 

RE: TESTIMONY OPPOSING SENATE BILL 1S07 

RELATING TO ACUPUNCTURE 

I oppose SB1507 because I t ruly believe only licensed acupuncturists 
who have undergone intense training in acupunctu re and oriental 
medicine as required by Board of Acupunctu re license law are able to 
practice acupunct ure and oriental medicine and able to bri ng benefits 
of acupunct ure and oriental medicine to pat ients. 

Sincerely, 

Thu Woodward, L.Ac. 



Shendao Acupuncture and Herbal Medicine 

2733 East Manoa Rd Ste 203 

Honolulu, HI 96822 

(808) 384-4577 

February I, 20 I I 

TO: Senator Josh Green, Chair 

Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice-Chair 

Health Committee 

RE: TESTIMONY OPPOSING SENATE BILL 1507 

RELATING TO ACUPUNCTURE 

Dear Senator Josh Green, 

I am in opposition to Senate Bill 1507 because medical doctors, osteopathic physicians, and 
physician assistants do not have the extensive training required to safely practice 
acupuncture in any setting. In addition, I am opposed to this bill because it would enable these 
novice practitioners to regulate themsel ves through the Hawaii Medical Board, rather than the 
Board of Acupuncture. 

Licensed acupuncturists in the state of Hawaii are required to receive the equi valent ofa Masters 

degree in acupuncture and Oriental medicine in order to sit for national li censing exams and 
apply for state licensure . The Board of Acupuncture in Hawaii has successfully regulated this 
health industry and protected the people of Hawai i from the potential health hazards associated 
with the pract ice of acupuncture by untrained individua ls. 



February I , 20 II 

TO: Senator Josh Green, Chair 

Judi Kawachi , Lac 
1480 Ull1Plllli SI. 
Kailua, HI <)67]-1. 

Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice-Chair 
Ileahh Committee 

RE:: TESTIMONY OPPOSING SENATE: BILL 1507 
RELATING TO ACUPUNCTURE: 

lhefulldameHla!s (!f Orien/a! Medicine are 1101 meant 10 he disre.\fJecfed by Ihe Siale C!f Hawaii 
in favor f!fslIPPorlillK kUKe insurance companies and Ihe medica! association li1alreali::e the 
slIcces.'ilull'Ulue of Offl' concepts. lhe Board C!f ACllplIJlclure has presen'ed the pn!fe.\'Siol1a! 
field oj aCllplllldlll'e and oriemal medicine all a hiKh level qf imegrily. tv serve Ihe people (~f 
Hcnvaii, 
Beillg (/ recent graduate l!f ICAOM, I 'w spellt -I years immers'ed ill this study alld am humbled 
hy the wisdom (!f current pracliliollers oj (leUp"IICI II'C eSTablished here ill this Slate. ACllpllllc/ure 
may seem /0 yuu. 10 A1Ds. fo HMS'A. and 10 Kaiser Permanenle. as placing of needles 011 Ihe 
body similar /0 lakillg all a,\pil'ill, a pill, a vitami//. if you pass this hill, you are allowinK 
unlicensed aCllplIIIC!urisf,\' /0 "sell placeho pills ", DOH " d;sre.~lJecf Ihe education, lraining and 
praclice (!f all acupullcturists. 
I l1Iosl humbly ask you to please flol gille ill 10 these large special ill/eresl associalioffs thaI 
undermine 200() years (?f knowledgejor the sake f!f numetmy heffejils, 

Sincerely, 

Judi Kau'(U;hi, LAc 



Ruby Jessop, LAc 

1750 Kalakaua Ave.,Suite 201-529 

Honolulu, HI 96826 

February 1, 2011 

TO: Senator Josh Green, Chair 

Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice-Chair 
Health Committee 

RE: TESTIMONY OPPOSING SENATE BILL 1507 

RELATING TO ACUPUNCTURE 

It is of my opinion that anyone who wishes to use acupuncture needles should be duly trained in 
all aspects of theory and needling techniques as this is a very specialized field and that it one is 
not properly trained in Oriental Medical diagnosis the outcome could adversely affect the 
patient. 

Sincerely. 

Ruby Jessop. LAc,PhD 



F<.:oruary 1, 21111 

TO: Si.,>\lalor Josh Gr.::t!11. Chair 
~..:!mllor ClurL1K": Nishil l<lfa, Vic<.:-Chair 
II..:a1lh Committe..: 

Sl<.:dsmilh N,dllralll<.:.a1lh CCIlt.:r 
4~X IlohrOIl Lan..:! . SI..:! . V-~ 

Ilollollll ll , III %R15 
(XOX) 943-03311 (8U8) 943-U330 

RE: TESTIMONY OPPOSING SENATE RILL 1507 
RELATING TO ACUPUNCTlJRE 

l.kar S<.:nutor Josh Gn:<.:n , 

I alii ill opposition 10 Senal..:! Bill 15117 bo..-.:auS<.: m..:Jical doctors, ost..:opathic physicHllls, and physician assislallls do not ha\'c the 
e~tt'nsh'e tnlining required 10 s:lfd~' pr.H:tice :u:upundurc in any sening. In addition. I am oppos..:d 10 Ihis hilll:".:cau.<;e it 
IHlUld l:nab1c theS<.:: nm'ice PflIctilion<.:rs 10 r..:gul1ll<.: th<.:msdn:s throllgh Ihe Ilawaii ML't.li~al Board. mlll<.:r than Ihe Board or 
ACllplln!;(llr..:. 

I.iCL'lIS<.:d acupuncillrists in Ill<': sl1lte or IIUl11lii ar<.: n:quir..:d 10 receive Ihe equimlenl or a MastL'fS degJL'C in 1ICllpuncltiTC <llld 
OriL1111l1 medicille in order ll) sitlllr nalionalliccnsing ..:!,\ams and apply lor slal<.: lic<.:nsur..:. Th<.: BOilrd or AcupunctuTC in Hawaii 
has successrully n::gulal.::d lhis health inu\\;;lr)' aud proiL'Ch.:d th..: pcopk Ill' llawaii Frolll Ihe potential health ImzanJs ussociah ..... 1 
I I ith Ih..: praclic..: <>1' m;upllnClur..: Ill' unlramoo individuals. 

Senate Bill 1507 would enable medical praclitiol\L'fs to practtc<.: acupunctur<.: alicr laking ouly 11 short (;<Jll\"SC of ill,;lmdion. In 
addition, il wOllld .... \;empt them lrmn licensure lUldL'f the Hoard or Acupuncture, und allow th<':l11 to creale their 01\1 1 rules II)T 

practicing 1\cupundur<.: in Ila\\,1Iii. 

Please opro~c Scnatt' BiII1507! 

Sincerdy Yours, 

Dr. Anile FrallCL"S Ilardy 
Nallllvp(llilic /l/n'.)';c;(II/. l.ic<'lm:d I kuI'III/Cllllisl 



February 2, 20 1\ 

Victoria J. Wright. L. Ac. 
Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine 

40 I Papaloa Rd #407 
Kapa ' a, HI 96746 

To: Senator Josh Green , Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice-Chair 
Health Committee 
R E: TESTIMONY OPPOSING SENATE BILL 1507 

R ELATING TO ACUPUNCTURE 

I oppose Senale Bill 1507. The besl way to protccllhe interests ort he public is rOT the praclice or 
Acupunclure ;md Orienta l Medici ne to continue under the jurisdiction or\he BOA. The BOA hilS 
effectively sen·ed and protCCted the community si nce ils inception. 

I hm·e practiccd Acupuncture and Oriental Medici ne rOT 28 ye(lrs. J urge you to abide by the 2003 
Allorney General"s Til ling that : 

1) medica l acupuncture is not sufficiently distinct from traditional 
acupuncture so as to fa ll outside the scope of the practice of acupuncture and 
2) physicians licensed by the BME cannot practice medical acupuncture 
without being licensed by the BOA. 

Resrxx:ti \"cly submitted. 

Victoria J. Wright 



TO: Senator Josh Green, Chair 

Ellie Eich, L.Ac. 
HC 2 Box 5753 

Keaau, III. 96749 
(808) 982·7827 

Feb. 2, 2011 

Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice·Chair 
Health Committee 

Re: Testimony opposing Senate Bill 1507 
regarding acupuncture 

Oriental medicine and the practice of acupuncture is a medicine offered to the public after a 
4 year period of intensive training, study and supervised practice. The practitioner who 
undertakes this study and becomes licensed is highly qualified, and has a distinctly different 
education than medical doctors. Physicians are very skilled in treating acute illness, 
symptom management and emergencies, but the enerb'Y·based discipline of acupuncture 
otfers a completely different approach to healing. It offers help and often resolutions to 
chronic illness that allopathic medicine is unable to treat, mobilizing the person's innate 
healing abilities so that balance and hannony are restored. Physicians can refer their patients 
to licensed skilled acupuncturists, just as we often refer our patients to them when 
appropriate. These two medicines are complementary. 

To allow physicians to set up their own regulations, ignoring the standards set by 
professionals of Oriental medicine is simply not fair to the profession and its reputation of 
integrity. The Hawaii Board of Acupuncture should be the sole regulating force in order to 
insure quality care to patients seeking help through this treatment option . 

Sincerely, 

Ellie Eich, L.Ac, Dip!. NCCAOM 



Ken Smith, L.Ac. 
128 D St Sw 
Tumwater, WA 98501 

February 1, 2011 

TO: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice-Chair 
Health Committee 

RE: TESTIMONY OPPOSING SENATE BILL 1507 
RELATING TO ACUPUNCTURE 

Senators: 

I have many questions concerning this bill - which is a blatant attempt by medical doctors 
to bypass the present acupuncture licensing structure. 

Why is the present regulatory process for acupuncturists inapplicable and unsuitable for 
medical doctors? 

It takes thousands of hours to become an acupuncturist. Unless a medical doctor 
completes the same training, it is akin to me studying several hundred hours and calling 
myself a 
medical doctor. 

Has a fiscal note been carried out related to the funding of SB 1507, and where would the 
funding originate7 How many fewer hours than a licensed acupuncturist would a medical 
doctor be allowed to gain an acupuncture license? Wi ll the new license be immediately and 
full y funded through licensing fees? What title would the new license be termed as? 
Will both physician assistants and medical doctors hold the same acupuncture title? 

Will physicia n assistants be required to study more hours than medical doctors for an 
acupuncture license if 581507 is passed? How many clinical hours must the medical doctor 
applicants complete? How will they be tested in their competency and proficiency of 
acupuncture needling techniques, Chinese medical diagnosis, meridians, points, tongue and 
pulse diagnosis? 

SB 1507 is a blank check to allow medical doctors to be licensed with as of yet unknown 
rules, unknown fees, unknown parameters for licenSing, and no clear plan for their 
education in acupuncture. 

Finally, I question the legislative ethics of an MD chairing discussion and or voting on a bill 
which both directly affects and benefits his profeSSion, practice and colleagues. 

With Sincerest regards, 

Ken Smith, L.Ac. 
Hawaiian Licensed Acupuncturist 



Acup. Lie: ACU-450 

February I , 20 II 

Leonard Jacoby, L.Ac. 
P.O. Box 13190 

Lahaina, Hawai i 96761 
(808) 662-4808 / fax 662-4809 

Fed. ID #: 94-3262452 

TO: Senator Josh Green, Cha ir 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice-Chair 
Hea lth Committee 

RE: TESTIMONY OPPOSING SENATE BILL 1507 
RELATING TO ACUPUNCTURE 

Dear Dr. Green and Mr. Nishihara, 

I strongl y o ppose the subject proposed bill. 

I believe that persons performing acupuncture should be properly trained and that th is 
must include, at a minimulll, the curriculum that is currently approved by the Slate of 
Hawaii . Even if the western medica l professionals covered by th is bill have extensive 
training in allopathic medicine, they require extensive training ill the eastern paradigm 
that underlies acupuncture treatment in order to obtain adequate results for patients. Most 
western physicians know litt le or noth ing about this and may ha ve diffi cu lt y accepting it 
as a valid frame of reference. Acupunctu re and Traditional C hinese Medicine have a 
proven reco rd ofetfectiveness yet without a thorough working knowledge of the eastern 
theory at it s core and considerable practice apply ing it , result s obtained will be poor. I am 
sure that this is not what the legis lat ure desires or what the people of Hawaii deserve. 

Please do not allow th is bill to proceed for ifit passes the quality of Acupuncture in 
Hawa ii will deteriorate with negati ve impacts on the health of Hawaii ' s resident s and to 
the reputation of the profession. 

Sincerely 

Leonard Jacoby, L.Ac., M.S., Dip). Acupu ncture, Dip\. Herbo logy. 



February 1, 2011 

David S. Bowles LAc 
3302 Tantalus Dr. 

Honolulu, HI 96822 
808-537-9298 

TO: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice-Chair 
Health Committee 

RE: TESTIMONY OPPOSING SENATE BILL 1507 
RELATING TO ACUPUNCTURE 

I am writing this letter to oppose Senate Bill 1507, which I feel would put the public's 
health and safety at risk. It is not in the public's best interest to have the regulation of 
the practice of acupuncture be regulated by any other entity than regu lation by Hawaii 
State Board of Acupunclure ("BOA"). 

By memorandum, dated July gth, 2003 Attorney General Mark Bennet sought legal 
advice as to whether medical acupuncture was sufficiently distinct from traditional 
acupuncture. Deputy Attorney General James Nagel responded in a letter dated 
August 18th

, 2003 conduding: 

"In conclusion for the forgoing reasons, we reiterate that medical acupuncture 
is not sufficiently distinct from traditional acupuncture so as to fall outside the 
scope of the practice and that physicians licensed by BME cannot practice 
medical acupuncture absent licensure by BOA. " 

I am in agreement with this legal advice. Granting regulation of acupuncture by the 
Board of Medical Examiners as proposed by Senate Bill 1507, would put the public's 
health and safety at risk . The Board of Medical Examiners does not have the expertise 
nor do they have the knowledge of how to regulate Acupuncture. 

The regulation and licensing of Acupuncture should stay solely under the authority of 
the Hawaii State Board of Acupuncture (where it currently resides) which has both the 
knowledge and the expertise to safely regulate the practice of acupuncture. 

Sincerely, 

David S Bowles LA.c 



Hearing Date: February 4, 2011 
Time: 4pm 

Room: 229 

Honorable Member of the Senate 
Health Committee 
State of Hawaii 

RE: Senate Bill 1507 -OPPOSE 
Regulation of the Practice of Acupuncture 

Dear Senator Green, Chair 

On behalf of all licensed practitioners of IWUpuncture, I am writing to express my sirong 
opposition to Senate Bill 1507, which would repeaJ the authority of the Board of Ac\ljJllllttUre to 
regulate the pmctice of acopuncture by physicians, osteopathic physicians, and physician's 
assistants. 

I am concerned about protecting my profession and my petients from a1lowiog physicians to 
prsctice acupuncture with 300 bows of training in contrast to the 3,240 hows required of 
licensed acupuncturists. In order to he licensed and competently pmctice acupuncture, I 
dedicated myself to • fonr-year, fuJJ,-time accredited Master of Science progrem and invested 
over $50,000 in tuition. 

Additionally, the creation of a separate board to 0=0 the pmctice of "medical acupuncture" is 
• double standard. In 2003, the Hawaii Attorney Gencra1 deemed that "medical acopuncture is 
not sufficieotly distinct from traditional acupuncture so as to fall outside the scope of prlWlice of 
acupuncture and physicians licensed by the Board of Medical Examiners cannot practice medical 
acupuncture absent licensure by the Board of Acupuncture." 

Please preserve this separation to ensure that patients receive the unique care and experience of 
acupuncture from traditionally trained practitioners. Please help all the dedicated licensed 
acupuncturists maintain our value in the medical field in Hawaii 

It is for these reasons that the state of Hawaii most respcctfuUy oppose SB 1501. 

Sincerely, 

, ·d don' l n I, ,...... , .. " . 



green1 • Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Michelle Mitchell 
55-164 Kokoiki Rd 
Hawi, HI 96755 

February 3rd, 1011 

Michelle Mitchell [michetle@yogaofhawaii.com) 
Thursday, February 03, 2011 8:34 AM 
HTHTestimony 
opposition to 581507 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair 
Senate Health Committee 
Re : Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 
(Hearing scheduled for Friday, February 4, 2011, at 4:00 p.m. in Room 229) 

Dear Senator Josh Green, Chair, Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair, and other distinguished members of the 
Committee, 

I am writing to strongly urge your opposition to 581507 relating to acupuncture. This bill would be harmful to healthca re 
consumers because it would undermine the quality, safety, and integrity of acupuncture in Hawaii. It would lower 
professional standards and allow inadequately trained people to practice acupuncture, by giving the Board of Medical 
Examiners sale regulatory jurisd iction over the practice of acupuncture by physicians and physician's assistants. 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expertise to regulate the practice of acupuncture in this way. Only the Board 
of Acupuncture can appropriately do so, and their current regulatory standards are the safest approach to delivering 
quality acupuncture to the public. 

Our current education requirements for acupuncture licensure include 3,240 hours of instruction, graduation f rom an 
accredited acupuncture college, and passage of national certification exams. With all due respect for the extensive 
training MDs receive, their education focuses primarily on pharmaceutical and surgical approaches to illness, and they 
typically receive little or no training in acupuncture and orienta l medicine. 

The regulation of a professional practice should be vested in the hands of senior members of that profession, who are 
fully qualified to set professional standards for the practice. It is clearly the responsib ility of the Board of Acupuncture, 
not any other party, to regulate acupuncture. Just as we would not allow the Board of Acupuncture to regulate 
pharmaceutical drugs or surgery, we should not place the regulation of acupuncture in the hands of those who are not 
adequately trained in acupuncture. 

Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same opportunity as anyone else to earn legitimate 
certification in a responsible manner, without loopholes or shortcuts. 581507 would create a population of inadequately 
t rained acupuncture practitioners. 

Acupuncture licensure should not be taken lightly. It is a serious matter of public safety, medical ethics, and the health 
of our citizens. Please do not undermine the integrity of the acupuncture profession in our state . Thank you for the 
opportunity to submit testimony on this bill. I look forward to hearing of your opposition to SB1507. 

Sincerely, 

l 



Michelle Mitchell 
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green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Debra Duggan-Takagi (taeal@aol.com1 
Thursday, February 03, 20118:36 AM 
HTHTestimony 
Opposition to 561507 

Debra Duggan-Takagi 
135 Forest Ridge Way 
Honolu lu, Hawaii 96822 

February 3rd, 20 I I 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair 
Senate Health Conunittce 
Re: Testimony Opposing Senate Bill IS07 Relating to Acupuncture 
(Hcaring scheduled for Friday, February 4, 201 I, at 4:00 p.m. in Room 229) 

Dear Senator Josh Green, Chair, Senator C larence Nishihara, Vice Chair, and other 
distinguished members of the Committee, 

I am writing to strongly urge your opposi tion to SB 1507 relating to acupuncture. This bill 
wou ld be hannful to healthcare consumers because it would undennine the quality, 
safety, and integrity of acupuncture in Hawaii . It would lower professional standards and 
allow inadequately trained people to practice acupuncture, by giving the Board of 
Medical Examiners sole regulatory jurisd iction over the practice of acupuncture by 
physicians and physician 's assistants. 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expertise to regulate the practice of 
acupuncture in this way. Only the Board of Acupuncture can appropriately do so, and 
their current regulatory standards arc the safest approach to delivering quality 
acupuncture to the public. 

Our current education requi rements for acupuncture licensure include 3,240 hours of 
instruction, graduation from an accredited acupuncture college, and passage of national 
certification exams. With all due respect for the extensive training MDs receive, their 
education focuses primarily on pharmaceutical and surgical approaches to illness, and 
they typically receive li tt le or no training in acupuncture and oriental medicine. 

The regulation of a professio nal practice should be vested in the hands of senior members 
of that profession, who arc fully qualified to sel professional standards for the practice. It 
is clearl y the responsibility of the Board of Acupuncture, not any other party, to regulate 
acupuncture. Just as we would not allow the Board of Acupuncture to regulate 
phannaceutical drugs or surgery, we should not place the regulation of acupuncture in the 
hands of those who are not adequately trained in acupuncture. 

Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same opportunity as 
anyone else to earn legitimate certification in a responsible manner, without loopholes or 



shortcuts. SB 1507 would create a population of inadequately trained acupuncture 
practitioners. 

Acupuncture licensure should not be taken lightly. It is a serious matter of public safety, 
medical ethics, and the health of our citizens. Please do not undermine the integrity of the 
acupuncture profession in our state. Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony on 
this bi ll. I look forward to hearing of your opposition to SB 1507. 

Sincerely. 

Debra Duggan-Takagi 

n". ~mad ,·,as S;oJ't t.o tacat@laol,cQrn Tu ensur<: that you con 
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green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Rebecca Doescher 
1471 Pueo 51 
Honolulu, HI 96816 

February 3rd, 2011 

Rebecca Doescher [bexter1966@yahoo.com] 
Thursday, February 03, 2011 8:30 AM 
HTHTestimony 
Opposition to SB 1507 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair 
Senate Health Committee 
Re: Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 
(Hearing scheduled for Friday, February 4, 2011 , at 4:00 p.m. in Room 229) 

Dear Senator Josh Green. Chair, Senator Clarence Nishihara. Vice Chair, and other distinguished members of the 
Committee, 

I am writing to strongly urge your opposition to SB1507 relating to acupuncture. This bill would be harmful to healthcare 
consumers because it would undermine the quality, safety , and integrity of acupuncture in Hawaii. It would lower 
professional standards and allow inadequately trained people to practice acupuncture, by giving the Board of Medical 
Examiners sale regulatory jurisdiction over the practice of acupuncture by physicians and physician's assistants. 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expertise to regulate the practice of acupuncture in this way. Only the Board of 
Acupuncture can appropriately do so, and the ir current regulatory standards are the safest approach to delivering quality 
acupuncture to the public. 

Our current education requirements for acupuncture licensure include 3,240 hours of instruction, graduation from an 
accredited acupuncture college, and passage of national certification exams. With all due respect for the extensive 
training MDs receive. their education focuses primarily on pharmaceutical and surgical approaches to illness, and they 
typically receive little or no training in acupuncture and oriental medicine. 

The regulation of a professional practice should be vested in the hands of senior members of that profession , who are 
fully qualified to set professional standards for the practice. It is clearly the responsibility of the Board of Acupuncture, not 
any other party, to regulate acupuncture. Just as we would not allow the Board of Acupuncture to regu late pharmaceutical 
drugs or surgery, we should not place the regulation of acupuncture in the hands of those who are not adequately trained 
in acupuncture. 

Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same opportunity as anyone else to earn legitimate 
certification in a responsible manner, without loopholes or shortcuts. S81507 would create a population of inadequately 
trained acupuncture practitioners. 

Acupuncture licensure should not be taken lightly. It is a serious matter of public safety , medical ethics, and the health of 
our citizens. Please do not undermine the integrity of the acupuncture profession in our state. Thank you for the 
opportunity to submit testimony on this bill. I look forward to hearing of your opposition to SB1507. 

Sincerely, 
Rebecca Doescher 

1 



As a student of acupuncture at ICAOM, I am familiar with S81507, which would grant the Hawaii Board 

of Medical Examiners sale regulatory jurisd iction over the practice of acupuncture by physicians, 

osteopathic physicians and physician's assistants, instead of being certified by the Board of 

Acupuncture. 

SB1507 should not be passed. The schoo ling J receive is far more extensive than an M.D. would in the 

Oriental healing arts. Acupuncture is a skill that requires many layers of training which addresses the 

patient's physical, emotional, and mental health, as well as examining a person's diet, lifestyle and ways 

in which they deal with stress. The choosing of acupuncture points in formulat ing a treatment specific 

to a patient's needs requires a comprehensive understanding of their physical, mental and emotional 

state . 

Really J don't have issue with a medical doctor being trained in acupuncture, as long as they understand 

Chinese medical theory and the application of it clearly. But 5B1507 will create a population of poorly 

tra ined acupuncture practitioners, allowing them to perform acupuncture without extensive education 

and training. While the reductionist approach that a 200 hour crash course physicians would receive in 

acupuncture might offer patients in some situations an effective treatment, overall it will be like sticking 

a Band-Aid on a five inch cut. This approach undermines what acupuncture is about . 

I am a licensed massage therapist since 2007 (850 hours training), certified herba list/ aromatherapist 

since 2005 (232 hours of training), and graduated from college in 2003 with a 8A in sociology and minor 

in psychology (over 3000 hours). Perhaps J should begin to petition the Senate that I, with all of my 

background in alternative healing, could become a medical doctor competent enough to dole out advice 

about pacemakers and oxygen tanks if I just took a few extra classes. Clearly, the medical establishment 

would pass me off. 

There is no debate that acupuncture is an effective mediCine. At least we don't have to argue about 

that any longer, but I feel we are st ill wasting each other's time. The real issue is offering the best ca re 

to our patients, isn't it? If it truly is, then let's allow real, licensed, and trained acupuncturists into 

hospitals and doctor clinics. Until then, please leave acupuncture where it should be, in the hands of 

strongly educated and trained professionals. 

Thank you, 

Andrea Ipsaro, BA, CMT 



green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Senator Josh Green 

Gerry Fey [Gerry@AkamaiPM.comj 
Thursday, February 03, 20118:52 AM 
HTHTestimony 
Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 

Senator Clarence Nishihara and other Committee members. 

I do not want the Board of Medical Examiners to have sole regulatory jurisdiction over the practice 
of acupuncture by physicians and physicians assistants. I am happy with the requirements for 
Acupuncturists now .. 

MO's receive very little or no training in acupuncture. 

PLEASE VOTE NO ON THIS BILL .. 

Gerry Fey 
7112 Pilaa PI 
Honolulu, Hi 96825 

Feb 3, 2011 

1 



green1 - Karen 

From: AJones4554@aol .com 
Sent: 
To: 

Thursday, February 03, 20116:49 AM 
HTHT estimony 

Subject: Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 

From· Beverly Ana Jone::, 
PO Box 1553 
.J5-3684 Mamane Stre .. t 
Honok;)a HI 96727 

February 3rd. 2011 

To Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator CI8rence Nishihara. Vice Chair 
Sen3te Health Committee 
Re Testimony OpPosing Senate 81111507 Relatlng to Acupuncture 
(Heanng scheduled f')r Frid."1y February 4.2011 at 4 00 pm In Room 229) 

Dear Senator Josh Gr~en, Chair Senator Clarence NI~hjhara Vice Ch;w and other dishnguishf:,j members of the 
Committee 

I am Writing to strong Iv urge your opposition to SB1507 relating to acupuncture This bill would be harrnfullo 
healthcare consumers becr.use it would undermine the quality, safety, and Integnty of acuruncture In HawaII It would 
lower professional standards ~nd allow inadequately trained people to practice acupuncture . by givIIl9 the Board of 
Medical Exarmners sole reglJlatory Jurisdiction over the practice of acupuncture by physicians and phYSIcian's assistants 

The Board oi Medical Exanl lners lacks the expertise to regulate th e practice of acupuncture in thiS way Only the Board of 
Acupuncture C3n appropriately do so. and Iheir current regulatory standards are the safest approach to delivenng quality 
acupuncture to the public. 

Cur ~tlrrent edLlc~l;on reqUIremEnts for acupunclfJre licensure Include 3,240 hours of instruction graduation from an 
aCCredited acupurlcture colJege. and passage of I latlonai certlflcatron exams. With all due respect for the extensive 
tramllig MDs receive. their adllcatlon focuses pnm.;lrrly on pharmaceutrcal and surgIcal approaches to Illness. and t!ley 
typicallv receive IIUle or 110 tl aming In acupuncture and oriental medlcme 

The regulauon of a profeSSional practlce should be vested In the hands of senior members of tha t profeSSion. 110'110 are 
fu lly qua!lhed to set profeSSional standards lor lhe practice. It IS clearly the responsibMy of ttle Board of Acupuncture . not 
any other party to regUlate acupuncture Ju.sl as we would not allow the Board of Acupuncture to regulate pharmaceutical 
drugs or surgery . we should not place the froQulntlon of acupuncture III the hands of those who are not adequately trained 
In acupuncture 

Any physiCian whO wants to pr<l\:(iCe acupunclure currently has the same opportunity as anyone else to f;arn leg itimate 
certification In a responsible manner Without loopholes or shortcuts S81507 wOldd create a population of Inadequately 
trained acupun:::ture practitioners 

ACUDuncture licensure should not be taken lightly It IS a serious matter of public safety. medical E'thics. and the health of 
our cifizens PJea 5e do not undermine the rntegnty of the acupuncture profeSSion In our state. Thank you for Ihe 
opportunity to submit fes!lmony on thiS bill I look forward to hearing of you r opposition to SB1 507 

Sincerely, 
Beverly Ana Jones 

1 



green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Melissa O'Sullivan [mjosullivan@hawaii .rr.comJ 
Thursday , February 03, 2011 8:49 AM 
HTHTestimony 

Subject: Opposition to S81507 

Melissa O'Sullivan 
86854 F Lualualei Hmstd Rd 
Waianae, Hawaii 96792 
February Jrd , 20 11 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair 
Senate Health Committee 
Re: Testill)ony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 
(Hearing scheduled for Friday, February 4, 20 11 , at 4:00 p.m. in Room 229) 

Dear Senator Josh Green, Chair, Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair, and other distinguished members of 
the Committee, 

I am writing to strongly urge your opposition to SB ) 507 relating fo acupuncture. This bi ll would be harmful to 
healthcare consumers because it would undennine the quality, safety, and integrity of acupuncture in Hawaii. It 
would lower professional standards and allow inadequately trained people to practice acupuncture, by givi ng 
the Board of Medical Examiners sole regulatory jurisdiction over the practice of acupuncture by physicians and 
physician's assistants. 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expertise to regulate the practice of acupuncture in this way. Only 
the Board of Acupuncture can appropriately do so, and their current regulatory standards are the safest approach 
to delivering quality acupuncture to the public. 

Our current education requirements for acupuncture li censure include 3,240 hours of instruction, graduation 
from an accredited acupuncture college, and passage of national certification exams. With all due respect for the 
extensive training MDs receive. their education focuses primarily on pharmaceutical and surgical approaches to 
illness, and they typically receive litt le or no training in acupuncture and ori ental medicine. 

The regulation ofa professional practice should be vested in the hands of senior members of that profession, 
who are full y qualified to set professional standards for the practice. It is clearly the responsibility of the Board 
of Acupuncture, not any other party. to regulate acupuncture. Just as we would not allow the Board of 
Acupuncture to regulate pharmaceutical drugs or surgery, we should not place the regulation of acupuncture in 
the hands of those who are not adequately trained in acupuncture. 

Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same opportunity as anyone else to earn 
legitimate certification in a responsible manner, without loopholes or shortcuts. SB I 507 would create a 
population of inadequately trained acupuncture practitioners. 

Acupuncture li censure should not be taken lightly. It is a serious matter of public safety, medical ethics, and the 
health of our citizens. Please do not undermine the integrity of the acupuncture profession in our state. Thank 
you for the opportunity to submit testimony on thi s bi ll . I look forward to hearing of your opposition to SB1507. 

1 



Sincerely, 
Melissa O'Sullivan 
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green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Cli ff Montgomery 
958 Kailiu Place 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96825 

Cliff Montgomery [cliffnmontgomery@gmail.comJ 
Thursday , February 03, 2011 8:49 AM 
HTHT estimony 
Tammy Montgomery 
Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair 
Senate Health Committee 
Re: Testimony Onposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 
(Hearing scheduled for Friday, February 4, 20 II , at 4:00 p.m. in Room 229) 

Dear Senator Josh Green, Chair, Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair, and other distinguished members of 
the Committee, 

I am writing to strongly urge your opposit ion to S8 1507 relating to acupuncture. This bill would be harmful to 
healthcare consumers because it would undermine the quality, safety, and integrity of acupuncture in Hawaii. It 
would lower professional standards and allow inadequately trained people to practice acupuncture. by giving 
the Board of Medical Examiners sole regulatory jurisdiction over the practice of acupuncture by physicians and 
physician's assistants. 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expertise to regulate the practice of acupuncture in thi s way. Only 
the Board of Acupuncture can appropriately do so, and their current regulatory standards are the safest approach 
to delivering quality acupuncture to the public. 

Our current education requirements for acupuncture licensure include 3,240 hours of instruction, graduation 
from an accredited acupuncture college, and passage of national certification exams. With all due respect for the 
extensive training MDs receive, their education focuses primarily on phannaceutical and surgical approaches to 
illness, and they typically receive little or no training in acupuncture and oriental medicine. 

The regulation ofa professional practice should be vested in the hands of senior members of that profession, 
who are fully qualified to set professional standards for the practice. It is clearly the responsibility of the Board 
of Acupuncture, not any other party, to regulate acupuncture. Just as we would not allow the Board of 
Acupuncture to regulate pharmaceutical drugs or surgery. we should not place the regulation of acupuncture in 
the hands of those who arc not adequately trained in acupuncture. 

Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same opportunity as anyone else to eam 
legitimate certification in a responsible manner, without loopholes or shortcuts. SB 1507 would create a 
population of inadequate ly trained acupuncture practitioners. 

Acupuncture licensure should not be taken lightly. It is a serious matter of public safety, medical ethics, and the 
health of our citizens. Please do not undermine the integrity of the acupuncture profession in our state. Thank 
you for the opportunity to submit testimony on this bill. I look forward to hearing of your opposition to SB1507. 

1 



Sincerely, 
Cliff Montgomery 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

mail inglist@capitoLhawaii.gov 
Thursday , February 03, 2011 8:50 AM 
HTHT estimony 
gbmhart@hotmail .com 

Subject: Testimony for S81507 on 2/4/2011 4:00:00 PM 

Testimony for HTH 2/4/2911 4:e9:ee PM SBlse7 

Conference room : 229 
Testifier position: oppose 
Testifier will be present : No 
Submitted by: gina hart 
Organization: Individual 
Address: 
Phone : 
E-mail: gbmhart@hotmail.com 
Submitted on : 2 /3/ 2011 

Comments : 

1 



green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

corinne fujimoto [chunfujimoto@mac.com) 
Thursday, February 03,20118:50 AM 
HTHTestimony 
Opposition to S6 1507 

Corinne Chun Fujimoto 
P.O. Box 208 
Kaaawa, HI 96730 

February 3r<.!, 2011 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair 
Senate Health Committee 
Re: Testimony Opposing Senate 81111507 Relating to Acupuncture 
(Hearing scheduled for Friday, February 4, 2011, at 4:00 p.m. in Room 229) 

Dear Senator Josh Green, Chair, Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair, and honorable members of the 
Committee, 

Thank you for Ihe opportunity to submit testimony. I strongly urge your opposition to S81507 relating to 
acupuncture. 

This bill undennines the current quality, safety, and integrity of acupuncture in Hawaii. It would lower 
professional standards and allow inadequately trained people to practice acupuncture. 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expertise to regulate the practice of acupuncture. 
Only the Board of Acupuncture can appropriately regulate this specialized field. Their current regulatory 
standards are the safesl approach 10 delivering quality acupuncture to the public. 

The current educational requirements for acupuncture licensure include 3,240 hours of instruction, 
graduation from an accredited acupuncture college, and passage of national certification exams. 
The educational training of medical doctors focuses primarily on pharmaceutical and surgical approaches to 
illness, and they typically receive little or no training in acupuncture and oriental medicine. 

The regulation of a professional practice should be vested in the hands of senior members of that profession, 
who are funy qualified to set profeSsional standards for the practice. It is clear that the responsibility to regulate 
(lcupuncture should rest with the BOMd of Acupuncture, not with an entity that is not adequately trained in th is 
discipline. 

Sill 507 wuuld creale a population of inadequately trained acupuncture practit ioners. 

Acupuncture licensure is a serious matter of public safety, medical ethics, and the health of our citizens. 

Please do not undermine the integrity of the acupuncture profession in Hawai'i. As a concemed citizen for the 
wellbeing of other citizens of this Slate, I encourage your OPPOSition to SB1507. 

Sincerely, 

Corinne Chun Fujimoto 



green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

melvuchida@aol.com 
Thursday, February 03, 2011 8:50 AM 
HTHT estimony 
Oppose Senate Bill 1507 Re: Acupuncture 

The Board of Acupuncture helps maintain standards and quality of acupuncture professionals. 
Transferring regulatory jurisdiction of this field to the Board of Medical Examiners will be detrimental , 
as those members will lack the years of training and experience necessary to administer this very 
narrow field of medical practice. 

Sincerely, 

Mel Uchida 
3511 Kepuhi SI. 
Honolulu , HI 96815 

1 



green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

li sa Scontras 
6226 Keokea Place 
Honolulu , HI 96825 
February 3rd , 2011 

Usa Scontras {lisascontras@mac.comJ 
Thursday , February 03, 20118:53 AM 
HTHTestimony 
Acupuncture bill 
2x4.tiff; ATT00001 .. txt 

To : Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vi ce Chai r 
Senate Heal th Committee 
Re: Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Re lating to Acupuncture (Hearing schedul ed for 
Friday. February 4, 2011, at 4:09 p.m. 1n Room 229) 

Dear Senator Josh Green, Chair, Senator Clare nce Nishihara, Vice Chair, and other 
distinguished members of the Committee, 

I am writing to strongly urge your opposit i on to 581597 relating to acupuncture . This btl l 
would be harmful t o healthcare consumers because it would unde rmi ne the quality, safety, and 
integrity of acupuncture in Hawaii . It would l ower profess ional standards and allow 
inadequately t r ained people to practice acupuncture, by giving the Board of Medical Examiner s 
sole regulatory jurisdiction over the practice of acupuncture by physicians and physician's 
as s istants. 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expertise to regulate t he practice of acupuncture in 
thi s way. Only the Board of Ac upun cture can appropriately do so, and their current regulatory 
standards are the safest approach to delivering quality acupuncture to the public. 

Our current educat i on requi rement s for acupuncture l icensure include 3,240 hours of 
instruction, graduat i on from an accredi t ed acupuncture college, and passage of national 
certifi cation exams. With all due respect for the extensive training MDs receive, their 
education focuses primarily on pharmaceutical and surgical approaches to illness, and t hey 
typically receive little or no t raining in acu puncture and or i ental medicine . 

The regulation of a professional practice should be ves ted in t he hands of senior members of 
that profession, who are fully qualified to set professional standards for the practice . It 
i s clearly the responsibility of t he Board of Ac upuncture , not any other party, to regulate 
acupuncture . Just as we would not allow the Board of Ac upunctur e to regulate pharmaceutica l 
drugs or surgery, we should not pl ace the regulation of acupuncture in the hands of those who 
are not adequately trained in acupunctu re. 

Any physi cian who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same opportunity as anyone 
else to earn legitimate certification i n a responsible manner, without loopholes or 
shortcuts. SB1S97 would create a population of inadequately t rained acupuncture 
practitioners. 

Acupunctu re licensure shoul d not be taken lightl y . It i s a serious matter of public safety, 
medical ethics, and the health of our citizens. Please do not undermine the integrity of the 
acupuncture profession in our state. Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony on 
this bill. I look forward to hear ing of your opposition to S81507. 

1 



Sincerel y, 
Lisa Scontras 

2 



green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Gayle J. Tate 
160B Haokca Dr. 
Kailua, HI 96734 

February 3rd, 20 II 

Gayle Tate (gtate420@gmail.com) 
Thursday, February 03, 2011 8:54 AM 
HTHTestimony 
Opposition to S81507 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair 
Senate Health Committee 
Re: Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 
(Hearing scheduled for Friday, February 4, 201 1, at 4:00 p.m. in Room 2~9) 

Dear Senator Josh Green, Chair, Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair, and other distinguished members 
of the Committee, 

I am writing to strongly urge your opposition to SB 1507 re lating to acupuncture. This bi ll would be harmful 
to healthcare consumers because it would undermine the quality, safety, and integrity of acupuncture in 
Hawaii . It would lower professional standards and allow inadequately trained people to practice acupuncture, 
by giving the Board of Medical Examiners sole regulatory jurisdiction over the practice of acupuncture by 
physicians and physician 's ass istants. 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expertise to regulate the practice of acupuncture in this way. 
Only the Board of Acupuncture can appropriately do so, and their current regulatory standards are the safest 
approach to delivering quality acupuncture to the public. 

Our current education requirements for acupuncture licensure include 3,240 hours of instruction, graduation 
from an accredited acupuncture co llege, and passage of national certification exams. With all due respect for 
the extensive training MDs receive, their education focuses primarily on pharmaceutical and surgical 
approaches to illness, and they typically receive little or no training in acupuncture and oriental medicine. 

The regulation of a professional pract ice should be vested in the hands of senior members of that profession, 
who arc fully qualified to set professional standards for the practice. It is elearly the responsibility of the 
Board of Acupuncture, not any other party, to regulate acupuncture . Just as we would not allow the Board of 
Acupuncture to regulate pharmaceutical drugs or surgery, we should not place the regulation of acupuncture 
in the hands of those who are not adequately trained in acupuncture. 

Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same opportunity as anyone else to earn 
legitimate certification in a responsible manner, without loopholes or shortcuts. SB 1507 would create a 
population of inadequately trained acupuncture practitioners. 

Acupuncture licensure should not be taken lightly. It is a serious matter of public safety, medical ethics , and 
the health of our citizens. Please do not undennine the integrity o f the acupuncture profession in our state. 



Thank YOll for the opportunity to submit testimony on this bill. I look forward to hearing of your opposition 
to SB 1507. 

Sincerely, 

Gayle Tate 

438 Hobron ~ne, Suite V-6 I Honolulu, HawaII USA 96815 
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green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Melissa Vee [drmlysukyo@yahoo.com) 
Thursday, February 03, 2011 8:48 AM 
HTHTestimony 
Testimony in Opposition S8 1507, Senate Hearing Jan 4 , 4:00, Room 229, Chairperson 
Senator Josh Green 

Senate Health Hearing Friday, January 4,4:00 pm, Room 229 
Honorable Senator Josh Green, Health Committee 
Testimony in Opposition to S8 1507 
I have been a li censed acupuncturist since 1996 and have been able to help many people with my profession. 
have always believed that complementary therapies were a better way to treat patients with less side efTects and 
personally do not go to conventional therapy even when I had two car accidents. My health is good, and my 
network of competent alternative practitioners has brought me this far. 
I know that doctors in their desire to help patients feel that they are qualified to do "medical" acupuncture on 
their patients. However, it has been my experience that simply jabbing a needle into the body does not mean 
that one is doing acupuncture. It takes years of practice to know whieh points to use relative to the patient's 
condition. I know specifically of one medical doctor who was doing acupuncture in a local medical facility, 
before the doctors were not allowed to treat with acupuncture, who injured numerous patients with hi s lack of 
skill and expertise. Patients who came to see me told me that they had seen this doctor and had suffered various 
side effects and had not been helped by his treatments. Although this is only one case, 1 would strongly 
discourage this committee from allowing this to occur again if medical doctors would be pcrmitted to treat with 
acupuncture. 
Acupuncture is an art and science and is beginning to be proven to be effective for a wide range of medical 
conditions. It has existed for 4000 years and is still a mystery to most doctors who are skeptical of its benefits . 
This committee would do a great disfavor to the community if this bill is allowed to pass. Let the specialists, 

acupuncturists with thcir years of training and practice, be the ones to administer acupuncture and not medical 
doctors unless they have the qualifications to do so. lfthe conventional means of treat ing patients are not 
working, then doctors should learn what we have learned in order to practice what we do. The doctors should 
not be allowed to do acupuncture unless approved by our present board according to the laws and rules which 
have already been accepted by the legislature. 
Sincerely, Dr. Melissa L. Vee 
1480 Kinau Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96814 
Phone 292-1179 



green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Geraldine Green (gzemaiI927@gmail.comj 
Thursday , February 03, 2011 9:13 AM 
HTHTestimony 
Opposition to S81507 

Dear Senator Josh Green, Chair, Senator Clarence Nish ihara, Vice Chair, and other distinguished members of the 
Committee, 

I am writing to strong ly urge your opposition to SB1507 relating to acupuncture. This bill would be harmful to healthcare 
consumers because it wou ld undermine the quality , safety , and integrity of acupuncture in Hawaii. It would lower 
professional standards and allow inadequately trained people to practice acupuncture, by giving the Board of Medical 
Examiners sale regulatory jurisdiction over the practice of acupuncture by physicians and physician's assistants. 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expertise to regu late the practice of acupuncture in this way. Only the Board of 
Acupuncture can appropriately do so, and their current regu latory standards are the safest approach to delivering quality 
acupuncture to the public. 

Our current education requirements for acupuncture licensure include 3,240 hours of instruction, graduation from an 
accredited acupuncture college, and passage of national certification exams. With all due respect for the extensive 
training MDs receive, their education focuses primarily on pharmaceutical and surg ical approaches to illness, and they 
typically receive little or no training in acupuncture and orienta l medicine. 

The regulation of a professional practice should be vested in the hands of senior members of that profession, who are 
fully qualified to set professional standards for the practice. II is clearly Ihe responsibility of the Board of Acupuncture, not 
any other party , 10 regulate acupuncture. Just as we would not allow the Board of Acupuncture to regulate pharmaceutical 
drugs or surgery, we should not place the regulation of acupuncture in the hands of those who are not adequately trained 
in acupuncture. 

Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same opportunity as anyone else to earn legitimate 
certification in a responsible manner, without loopholes or shortcuts. SB1507 would create a population of inadequately 
trained acupuncture practitioners. 

Acupuncture licensure should not be taken lightly. It is a serious matter of publ ic safety, medical ethics, and the health of 
our citizens. Please do not undermine the integrity of the acupuncture profession in our state. Thank you for the 
opportunity to submit testimony on this bi ll. I look forward to hearing of your opposition to SB1507. 

Sincerely, 

Geraldine Green 
1630 liholiho SI. #1210 
Honolulu HI 96822 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

February 3rd, 2011 

Maria Palompo [Iiriopal@gmail.com] 
Thursday. February 03, 2011 9:16 AM 
HTHTestimony 
Testimony Opposing Senate Bil11507 Relating to Acupuncture 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair 
Senate Health Commihee 
Re: Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 
(Hearing scheduled for Friday, February 4, 2011 , at 4:00 p.m. in Room 229) 
Dear Senator Josh Green, Chair, Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair, and other distinguished members of 
the Committee, 

I am writing to strongly urge your opposition to SB 1507 relating to acupuncture. This bill would be harmful to 
healthcarc consumers because it would undermine the quality, safety, and integrity of acupuncture in Hawaii. It 
would lower professional standards and allow inadequately trained people to practice acupuncture, by giving 
the Board of Medical Examiners sole regulatory jurisdiction over the practice of acupuncture by physicians and 
physician ' s assistants. 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expertise to regulate the practice of acupuncture in this way. Only 
the Board of Acupuncture can appropriately do so, and their current regulatory standards are the safest approach 
to delivering quality acupuncture to the public. 

Our current education requirements for acupuncture licensure include 3,240 hours of instruction, graduation 
from an accredited acupuncture college, and passage of national certification exams. With all due respect for the 
extensive training MDs reccive, their education focuses primarily on pharmaceutical and surgical approaches to 
illness, and they typically receive little or no training in acupuncture and oriental medicine. 

The regulation of a professional practice should be vested in the hands of senior members of that profession, 
who are fully qualified to set professional standards for the practice. It is clearly the responsibility of the Board 
of Acupuncture, not any other party, to regulate acupuncture. Just as we would not allow the Board of 
Acupuncture to regulate pharmaceutical drugs or surgery, we should not place the regulation of acupuncture in 
the hands of those who are not adequately trained in acupuncture. 

Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same opportunity as anyone else to earn 
legitimate certification in a responsible manner, without loopholes or shortcuts. SB 1507 would create a 
population of inadequately trained acupuncture practitioners. 

Acupuncture licensure should not be taken lightly. It is a serious matter of public safety, medical ethics, and the 
health of our citizens. Please do not undermine the integrity of the acupuncture profession in our state. Thank 
you for the opportunity to submit testimony on this bill. I look forward to hearing of your opposition to SB1507. 

Sincerely, 

Maria Palompo 

1 



95-957 Ukuw.i Street, # 1807 
Mililani, HI 96789 

IIFor I know the things that I think toward you, says the Lord. thoughts of peace & n01 of evil, to give you a 
future &a hope." Jer29. 11 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Junko Lowry 

Junko Lowry [julowry@ksbe.edu] 
Thursday, February 03, 20119:18 AM 
HTHT estimony 
Opposition to SB1507 

1477 Halekoa Dr., Hon., HI. 96821 
February 3rd, 2011 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair 
Senate Health Committee 
Re: Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 
(Hearing scheduled for Friday, February 4, 2011, at 4:00 p.m. in Room 229) 

Dear Senator Josh Green, Chair, Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair, and other distinguished members of 
the Committee, 

I am writing to strongly urge your opposition to SB 1507 relating to acupuncture. This bill would be harmful to 
healthcare consumers because it would undermine the quality, safety, and integrity of acupuncture in Hawaii. It 
would lower professional standards and allow inadequately trained people to practice acupuncture, by giving 
the Board of Medical Examiners sole regulatory jurisdiction over the practice of acupuncture by physicians and 
physician's assistants. 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expertise to regulate the practice of acupuncture in this way. Only 
the Board of Acupuncture can appropriately do so, and their current regulatory standards are the safest approach 
to delivering quality acupuncture to the public. 

Our current education requirements for acupuncture licensure include 3,240 hours of instruction, graduation 
from an accredited acupuncture college, and passage of national certification exams. With all due respect for the 
extensive training MDs receive, their education focuses primarily on pharmaceutical and surgical approaches to 
illness, and they typically receive little or no training in acupuncture and oriental medicine. 

The regulation ofa professional practice should be vested in the hands of senior members oflhat profession, 
who are fully qualified to set professional standards for the practice. It is clearly the responsibility of the Board 
of Acupuncture, not any other party, to regulate acupuncture. Just as we would not allow the Board of 
Acupuncture to regulate pharmaceutical drugs or surgery, we should not place the regulation of acupuncture in 
the hands of those who are not adequately trained in acupuncture. 

Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same opportunity as anyone else to earn 
legitimate certification in a responsible manner, without loopholes or shortcuts. SB 1507 would create a 
population of inadequately trained acupuncture practitioners. 

Acupuncture licensure should not be taken lightly. It is a serious matter of public safety. medical ethics, and the 
health of our citizens, Please do not undermine the integrity of the acupuncture profession in our state, Thank 
you for the opportunity to submit testimony on this bill. I look forward to hearing of your opposition to SB 1507. 

Sincerely, 



Junko Lowry 
This message is the property of Kamehameha Schools and any anachments are confidential to the intended 
recipient at the e·mail address to which it has been addressed. If you are not the intended recipient, you may no t 
cOPY. forward, disclose or usc any part of this message or its attachments. If you received this transmission in 
error please notify the sender immediately by e·mail or contact Kamehameha Schools at 808 523 6200 and then 
delete thi s message from your system. 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Ruth Mills 
PO Box 2687 
Honolulu, HI 96803 

February 3, 2011 

Ruth Uy (ruthuy@hotmail.com) 
Thursday, February 03, 2011 9:17 AM 
HTHT estimony 
Opposing Senate S1II 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair 
Senate Health Committee 
Re: Testimony Opposing Senate 81111507 Relating to Acupuncture 
(Hearing scheduled for Friday, February 4, 2011, at 4:00 p.m. in Room 229) 

Dear Senator Josh Green, Chair, Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair, and other distinguished members of the 
Committee, 

I am writing to strongly urge your opposition to 581507 relating to acupuncture. This bill would be harmful to healthcare 
consumers because it would undermine the quality, safety, and integrity of acupuncture In Hawaii. It would lower 
professional standards and allow inadequately trained people to practice acupuncture, by giving the Board of Medical 
Examiners sole regulatory jurisdiction over the practice of acupuncture by physicians and physician's assistants. 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expertise to regulate the practice of acupuncture in this way. Only the Board of 
Acupuncture can appropriately do so, and their current regulatory standards are the safest approach to delivering quality 
acupuncture to the public. 

Our current education requirements for acupuncture licensure include 3,240 hours of instruction, graduation from an 
accredited acupuncture college, and passage of national certification exams. With all due respect for the extensive 
training MDs receive, their education focuses primarily on pharmaceutical and surgical approaches to illness, and they 
typically receive little or no training In acupuncture and oriental medicine. 

The regulation of a professional practice should be vested in the hands of senior members of that profeSSion, who are 
fully qualified to set professional standards for the practice. It is clearly the responsibility of the Board of Acupuncture, not 
any other party, to regulate acupuncture. Just as we would not allow the Board of Acupuncture to regulate 
pharmaceutical drugs or surgery, we should not place the regulation of acupuncture in the hands of those who are not 
adequately trained in acupuncture. 

Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same opportunity as anyone else to earn legitimate 
certification in a responsible manner, without loopholes or shortcuts. SB1507 would create a population of inadequately 
trained acupuncture practitioners. 

Acupuncture licensure should not be taken lightly. It is a serious matter of public safety, medical ethiCS, and the health of 
our citizens. Please do not undermine the integrity of the acupuncture profeSSion in our state. Thank you for the 
opportunity to submit testimony on this bill. I look forward to hearing of your opposition to 581507. 

Sincerely, 
Ruth Milts 



02/03/2011 14:20 8886628860 

Hearing Date: February 4, 2011 

Time:4pm 

Room: 229 

Honorable Member of the Senate 
Health Committee 
State of Hawaii 

CFflCEMAXSTffiE1454LA 

RE: Senate BIII1S07 -OPPOSE 
Regulation of the Practice of Acupuncture 

Dear Senator G=n, Chair 

PAGE Bl /Bl 

On behalf of alIllcensed practitioners of acupuncture, I am writing to expmss my strong 
opposition to Senate Bi111S07, which would repeal tho authority of the Board of Acupuncture to 
regulate the practice of acupuncture by physicians, osteopathic physicians, and physician'S 
assistants. 

I am concerned about protecting my profession and my patienlS from allowing physicians to 
practice acupuncture with 300 hours oflt'aining in contmst to ihe 3,240 hours required of 
licensed acupuncturislS. In oIdor to bollcensed and competently practice acupunct\lre, I 
dedicated myself to a four-year, full-time accnxlited Mastcrof Science program and invested 
over $50,000 in tuition. 

Additionally, the creation of a separate board to oversee the practice of "medical acupuncture" is 
a double stendard. In 2003, the Hawaii Attorney General deemed that "medical acupuncture is 
not sufficiently distinct from traditional acupuncture so as to fall outside the scope of practice of 
acupuncture and physicians licensed by the Bnard of Medical Examiners cannot practice medical 
acupunctm'e absent licensure by the Board. of Acupuncture." 

Please preserve this separation to ensure that patients receive the uni.que care and experience of 
acupuncture from traditionally trained practitioners. Please help all the dedicated licensed 
acupuncturists maintain our value in the medical field in Hawaii. 

It is for these reasons that the stale ofH.waii must respectfully oppose SB 1507. 

Sincerely, 



Feb 03 11 12:28p p. l 

Hearing Date: February 4, 2011 

Time: 4 pm 

Senate Sgt-of-Arms Fax #: 586-6659 

Room: 229 

Honorable Members of the Senate Health Committee 
State of Hawaii 

RE: Senate Bill 1507 -OPPOSE 
Regulation of tbe Practice of Acupuncture 

Dear Senator Green, Chair 

On behalf of ail licensed practitioners of acupuncture, I am writing to express my strong 
opposition Ie Senate Bill 1507, which would repeal the authority of the Board of Acupuncture to 
regulate the practice of acupuncture by physicians, osteopathic physicians, and physician's 
assistants. 

I am concerned about protecting my profession and my patients from allowing physicians to 
practice acupWlcture with 300 hours of training in conO'ast to the 3,240 hours required of 
licensed acupuncturists. In order to be Jicensed and competently practice acupuncture. I 
dedicated myself to a four-year, full-time accredited Master of Science program and invested 
over $50,000 in tuition. 

Additionally, the creation of a separate board to oversee the practice of "medical acupuncture" is 
a double standard. In 2003, the Hawaii Attorney General deemed that "medical acupuncture is 
not sufficiently distinct from traditional acupuncture so as to fall outside the scope of practice of 
aeupuncrure and physicians licensed by the Board of Medieal Examiners cannot practiee medical 
acupWlcture absent licensure by the Board of Acupuncture." 

Please preserve this separation to ensure that patients receive the unique care and experience of 
acupuncture from traditionally trained practitioners. Please help all the dedicated licensed 
acuPl.mCturists maintain our value in the medical field in Hawaii . 

It is for these reasons that the state of Hawaii must respectfully oppose SB 1507. 

Sincerely, 

Print Name 



Feb 03 11 12:29p p.l 

Hearing Date: February 4, 2011 

Time: 4pm 

Senate Sgt-of-Arms Fax #: 586-6659 

Room: 229 

Honorable Members of the Senate Health Committee 
State of Hawaii 

RE: Senate Bill 1567 -OPPOSE 
Regulation oftbe Practice of Acupuncture 

Dear Senator Gree~ Chair 

On behalf of all licensed practitioners of acupuncture, I am writing to express my strong 
opposition to Senate Bill 1507, which would "'peal the authority of the Boar<! of Acupuncture to 
regulate the practice of acupuncture by physicians, osteopathic physicians, and physician's 
assistants, 

] am concerned about protecting my profession and my patients from allowing physicians to 
practice ac~puncture with 300 hours of training in contrast to the 3,240 hours required of 
licensed acupuncturists. In order to be licensed and competently practice acupuncture, I 
dedicated myselfto a four-year, full-time accredited ~r of Science program and invested 
over $50,000 in tuition. 

Additionally, the creation of a separate board to oversee the practice of "medical acupuncture" is 
a double standard. In 2003, the Hawaii Attorney Geneml deemed that "medical acupuncture is 
not sufficiently distinct from traditional acupuncture so as to fall outside the scope of practice of 
acupuncture and physicians licensed by the Board of Medical Examiners cannot practice medical 
acupWlcture absent licensure by the Board of Acupuncture." 

Please preserve this separation to ensure that patients receive the unique care and experience of 
acupuncture from traditionally trained practitioners. Please help all the dedicated licensed 
acupuncturists maintain our value in the medical field in Hawaii. 

It is for these reasons that the state of Hawaii must respectfully oppose SB 1507. 

Sincerely. 

-r. . 
I () t"1I'h y 

Print Name I 
L0L /~1~ 

Signature ' 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Gary Bell [doctorspa@gmaiLcom] 
Thursday, February 03, 2011 9:46 AM 
HTHTestimony 
Opposing Senate Bill 1507 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair 
Senate Health Committee 
Re: Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 
(Hearing scheduled for Friday, February 4, 2011 , at 4:00 p.m. in Room 229) 

Dear Senator Josh Green, Chair, Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair, and other distinguished members of 
the Committee, 

I am writing to strongly urge your opposition to SB 1507 relating to acupuncture. 

I have been a licensed Chiropractor and Diplomate of Neurology in the State of Hawaii since 1990. I have 
worked at the Prestigiuos Honolulu Medical Group and have worked side by side with the Medical Profession 
over the years. 

This bill undermines not only the integrity of the Acupuncture profession but will only open the door for MD's 
to abuse and misuse an entire healthcare field. The introduction of this Bill and Support by the HMA only 
serves to belittle an entire hcalthcare profession and may cause unskilled professionals to luer the unsuspecting 
public into receiving services that would have been better performed by a properly trained Acupuncture 
Specialist. You put the public safety at risk by even entertaining this bill, Acupuncture is a lot more than 
sticking needles into someone. 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony on this bill. I look forward to hearing of your opposition to 
SB1507. 

Sincerely, 

Kind Regards, 

Dr. Gary Bell 
President: Spinal Dynamics Hawaii, Inc. 
2875 S. King St. Suite #205 
Honolulu, Hawaii. 96826 
Ofc: 808-942-1144 
Fax: 808-942-1142 
Cell : 808-382-0911 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Melissa Schar! 
98-890 Kuhao PI. 
Aiea, HI 96701 
February 3rd, 2011 

Melissa Scharl (melissa.scharl@gmail.comj 
Thursday, February 03, 2011 9:37 AM 
HTHT estimony 
Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair 
Senate Health Committee 
Re: Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 
(Hearing scheduled for Friday, February 4, 2011 , at 4:00 p.m. in Room 229) 

Dear Senator Josh Green, Chair, Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair, and other distinguished members of 
the Committee, 

I am writing to strongly urge your opposition to SB 1507 relating to acupuncture. This bill would be harmful to 
healthcare consumers bccause it would undermine the quality, safety, and intcgrity of acupuncture in Hawaii. It 
would lower professional standards and allow inadequately trained people to practice acupuncture, by giving 
the Board of Medical Examiners sole regulatory jurisdiction over the practice of acupuncture by physicians and 
physician's assistants. 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expertise to regulate the practice of acupuncture in this way. Only 
the Board of Acupuncture can appropriately do so, and their current regulatory standards are the safest approach 
to delivering quality acupuncture to the public. 

Our currcnt education requirements for acupuncture licensure include 3,240 hours of instruction, graduation 
from an accredited acupuncture college, and passage of national certification exams. With all due respect for the 
extensive training MDs receive, their education focuses primarily on pharmaceutical and surgical approaches to 
illness, and they typically receive little or no training in acupuncture and oriental medicine. 

The regulation of a professional practice should be vested in the hands of senior members of that profession, 
who are fully qualified to set professional standards for the practice. It is clearly the responsibility ofthe Board 
of Acupuncture, not any other party, to regulate acupuncture. Just as we would not allow the Board of 
Acupuncture to regulate pharmaceutical drugs or surgery, we should not place the regulation of acupuncture in 
the hands of those who are not adequately trained in acupuncture. 

Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same opportunity as anyone else to cam 
legitimate certification in a responsible manner, without loopholes or shortcuts. SB 1507 would create a 
population of inadequately trained acupuncture practitioners. 

Acupuncture licenseure should not be taken lightly. It is a serious matter of public safety, medical ethics, and 
the hcalth of our citizens. Please do not undermine the integrity of the acupuncture profession in our state. 
Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony on this bill. flook forward to hearing of your opposition to 
SB1507. 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Marlo Myers, l.Ac. #608 
67-381 Farrington Highway 
Waialua, HI 96791 
February 3rd, 2011 

MARLO MYERS [marlomyers@msn.com] 
Thursday, February 03, 2011 9:33 AM 
HTHT estimony 
Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair 
Senate Health Committee 
Re: Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 
(Hearing scheduled for Friday, February 4, 2011, at 4:00 p.m. in Room 229) 

Dear Senator Josh Green, Chair, Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair, and other distinguished members of the 
Committee, 

I am writing to strongly urge your opposition to 561507 relating to acupuncture. This bill would be harmful to healthcare 
consumers because it would undermine the quality, safety, and integrity of acupuncture in Hawaii. It would lower 
professional standards and allow inadequately trained people to practice acupuncture, by giving the Board of Medical 
Examiners sole regulatory jurisdiction over the practice of acupuncture by physicians and physician's assistants. 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expertise to regulate the practice of acupuncture in this way. Only the 60ard of 
Acupuncture can appropriately do so, and their current regulatory standards are the safest approach to delivering quality 
acupuncture to the public. 

Our current education requirements for acupuncture licensure include 3,240 hours of instruction, graduation from an 
accredited acupuncture college, and passage of national certification exams. With all due respect for the extensive 
training MDs receive, their education focuses primarily on pharmaceutical and surgical approaches to illness, and they 
typically receive little or no training in acupuncture and oriental medicine. 

The regulation of a professional practice should be vested in the hands of senior members of that profession, who are 
fully qualified to set professional standards for the practice. It is clearly the responsibility of the Board of Acupuncture, not 
any other party, to regulate acupuncture. Just as we would not allow the Board of Acupuncture to regulate 
pharmaceutical drugs or surgery, we should not place the regulation of acupuncture in the hands of those who are not 
adequately trained in acupuncture. 

Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same opportun ity as anyone else to earn legitimate 
certification in a responsible manner, without loopholes or shortcuts. 561507 would create a population of inadequately 
trained acupuncture practitioners. 

Acupuncture licensure should not be taken lightly. It is a serious matter of public safety, medical ethics, and the health of 
our citizens. Please do not undermine the integrity of the acupuncture profession in our state. Thank you for the 
opportunity to submit testimony on this bill. I look forward to hearing of your opposition to 561507. 

Sincerely, 
Marlo Myers, l.Ac. #608 

1 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

mailing list@capitol.hawaiLgov 
Thursday , February 03, 20 11 9:33 AM 
HTHT estimony 
pcpinc@ilhawaii.net 
Testimony for S61507 on 2/4/2011 4:00:00 PM 

Testimony for HTH 2/4/2911 4:99 :99 PM 5B1597 

Conference room: 229 
Testifier position: oppose 
Testifier will be present: No 
Submitted by: Paul K. Takamatsu 
Organization: Individual 
Address: 45-3456 Koa St. Honokaa,Hawaii 
Phone: (898)775-9255 
E-mail : pcpinc@ilhawaii.net 
Submitted on: 2/ 3/2011 

Comments: 
TCM is a practice on it's own not to be allowed to other practitioners without adequate 
knowledge. To do so would be a disservice to both the practitioner and his/her patient, 



Hearing Date: February 4, 2011 

Timc: 4pm 

Room: 229 

Senate Sgt-of-Arms Fax ., 586~669 

Honorable Members of the Senate flealth Committee 
State of Hawaii 

RE: Senate Bill 1507 -OPPOSE : 
Regulation of the Pl'Ilctice of AcnpllDcture : 

Dear SCIllIIor Green, Chair 

On behalf of all licensed practitioners of 8CUpUnct\Jre, I am writing to express lilY strong 
opposition to Senate Bill 1507, which "",uld repeal the authority of the Bvon! of Acupunctu«: to 
regulate the pnlCtice of acupuncture by physicians, osteopathic physicians, and physician'. 
assistants. 

I am concc'med about protecting my prolOssion and my patients from allowing physicians to 
practice acupuncture with 300 hOUM; of ""icing in 00_ to the 3,240 holm! required of 
licensed acapDDCturists. In order to be licensed and competently practice acupuncture, I 
dedicaled myseifto a four-year, full-time acaedited Mastec of Scien"" program ... d inveotod 
over S~O,(»)O in tuition. 

Additionally. the creation ofa separate: 'tloArd to oversee the pmctiec; of "mediCHl. acupun.crurc" is 
a double SWldard. In 2003, the Hawaii Attorney General deemed that "medical acupuncture is 
not sufficiently distinct from traditional acupuncture so as to fal l outside the scope of practioc of 
acup\lllCtUre and physicians licensed by the Board of Medical Examincn cannot practice medical 
acupuocture absent licensure by the Board of Acupuncture." 

Pi ..... preserve this separation to ensure that patients receive the unique cm: and experience of 
acupuncture from traditionally trained practitioocn. Plea.'IC help all the dediCSled liocn.ocd 
acupuncturists maintam our value in the medical field in Hawaii. 

It is for these reasons that tha s!ateofHawaii must r.spoctfully oppose SB 1S07. 

Sincerely, 

Su ... ·.lCo ~Ct(~_ 
PriJItNamo Signature 



Hearing Date: February 4,2011 

Time: 4pm 

Room: 229 

Honorable Member of the Senate 
Health Committee 
State of Hawaii 

RE: Senate Bill 1507 -OPPOSE 
Regulatinn of the hactice of Acupuncture 

Dear Senator Green. Chair 

On behalf of all licensed practitioners of ~UPW}ctun;;, I am writing to express my strong 
opposition to Senate Bill 1507, which would repeal the authority of the Board of Acupuncture to 
Ie&Ulate the practice of IlCUpUncture by physicians, osteop:rthic ph)'3icians, and physlciau':t 
assistants. 

I am concerned about protc:cting my pruft:Ssion and my patients from allowing pbysicians to 
practice acupuncture with 300 hours of training in contrast to the 3,240 hours (equll"cd of 
licensed acupuncturists. In order to be lieensed and competently practi~c acupuul,;lun:, I 
dedicated myself to a four-year, full-time accredited Master o[Science program and invested 
over S50,000 in tuition. 

Additionally, tbe creation of a separate board to oversee the practice of ''medical acupuncture" is 
a double .tanrl.rd. In 2003, the Hawaii Attorney <l<>ncnU d""",ed that "l1lcWcal acupuncture is 
not sufficiently distinct from traditional acupunc!u(e so as to fall outside the scope of practice of 
acupuncture and physicians licensed by the Board of M erlir .. l Examiners cannot practice medico! 
acupuncture absent licensure by the Board of Acupuncture." 

PJease preserve this sepazution to ensure that patiClll:i ~vc the unique care and experience of 
acupunc!ute from traditionally trained practitioners. Please help all the dedicated Iicensod 
acupuncturists maintain our value in the medic.al filt!ld in Hawaii. 

It is for these reasons that the state of Hawaii must respectfully oppose SB 1507. 

Sincerely, 

~~~'~ 
Print Name Signature 
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Hearing Date: FebruaIy 4, 2011 

Time:4pm 

Room: 229 

Senate Sgt-of-Arms Fax fI: 586-6859 

Honorable Members of the Senate fj:eaith Committee 
State of Hawaii 

RE: Senate Bill 1507 -OPPOSE 
Regulation of the Practice of Acupuncture 

Dear Senator Or-. Chair 

On behalf of all licensed prnctitioners of acupuncture, I am writing to express my strong 
opposition to Senate Bill 1507, which woulil repeal tho authority of the Boord of Acupuncture to 

regulate the practice ofBC1lpUDctUIe by physicians, osteopathic physicians, and physician', 
assistants. 

I am concerned about protecting my profession and my patients from allowing pbysician5 to 
practice acupuncture with 300 hour.! of training in con1raSt to the 3,240 hours Iequin:d of 
licensed acuplDlcturists. In order to be licensed and competently practice acupuncture, I 
dedicated myself to a four-year, fWl-tirne accredited Master of Science program .nd invested 
vvor S'O,o-)O In tuidOD. 

Additionsiiy, the creation of a _to board to oversee the practice of "l:nedicol acupunctwc" is 
a double standard. In 2003, the Hawaii Attorney GcneIal deemed that "medical acupuncture is 
Dot suffieiently distinct from traditional acupuncture so os to fall outside the scope of practice of 
acupuncture and physicians licensed by the Board of Medical Examiners cannot prnctice medical 
acupUllCtur<: absenllicensure by the Board of Acupuncture." 

Please preserve this separation to ensure that patientS receive the unique care and experience of 
acupuncture from traditionally trained """,titioners. Pi .... help all Ibe dedicated licensed 
acupuncturists maintain our value in the medical field in Hawaii. 

It is forth ... reasons that the state ofH.wsii must respectfully oppose SB 1507. 

Sincerely, 

~ . . , 



Hearing Date: February 4, 20 II 

Time:4pm 

Room: 229 

Senate Sgt-of·Arrns Fn #: 586-8859 

Honorable Members of the Senate Health Committee 
State of Hawaii 

RE: Senate BUllS07 -OPPOSE 
Regulation oftbe Practice of Acupuncture 

Dcar Senator Green, Chair 

On bchalf of all licensed practitioners of acupuncture, lam writing to express my strong 
opposition to Senate Bill 1507. which wonld repeal the authority of the Board of Acupuuclure to 
regulate the practice of acupuncture by physicians, osteopathic physicians, aod physician's 
assistants. 

I am concemed about protecting my profession and my patients from allowing physiciaos to 
practice acupuncture with 300 hours oftraininS in controst to the: 3,240 houn; required of 
licensed acupuncturists. In order to be licensed and competently practice acuplDlcture, I 
derucated myself to a four·year, full~time accredited Master of Scienc.e program 2nd invested. 
over $50,000 in tuition. 

Additionally. the creation ofa separate board to OVCI'3I:C the practice of ''medical acupuncture" is 
a double standard. In 2003, the Hawaii Attorney General deemed that "medical acupuncture is 
not sufficiently distinct from traditional acupuncture so as to fall outside the scope of prnctice of 
acupuncture aod physicians licensed by the Board of Medical Examiners cannot practice medical 
acupuncture absent licensure by the Board of Acupuncture." 

Please preserve this separation to cnS\U'C that patients receive the unique care and experience of 
acupuncture from ttaditionaUy trained practitionen;. Ple.se help all the dediC3ted Iieec.'!ed 
acupuncturists maintain our value in the medical field in Hawaii. 

It is for these rea",n< th.t the state of Hawaii mUll' =pectfully uppose SB 1507. 

Sincerely, 

Print Name ,--_y_~.ature 



Hearing·Date: February 4. 2011 

Time: 4 pm 

Roum: 229 

Senate Sgt-of-Anns Fax #: 586-6669 

Honorable Members of the Senate l1ealth Committee 
State of Hawaii 

RE: Senate Bill 1507 -OPPOSE 
Regulation of the Practice of Acnpnncture 

Dear Senator a.-., Chair 

On bebaIf of all licensed pI8Clitioners of 1!CUpUllCt1lIe. I am writing to express my strong 
opposition to SemIte Bill I 507. which would ~ the aulhority ofth. BoIU'd of AClIPU"oLUIC 10 
regul&t<: the pI8Clice of acupuncture by physicians, osteopathic physicians. and physician's 
assisIanIs. 

I am eoucemod about protecting my profession and my patients from allowing physiciaM 10 
practice acupuncture with 300 h0UI3 oftrainin& in c,,"lrast to the 3,210 ho"," n:qui=! of 
licensed a<:tlpllDCIUris. In oIder to be ijcensed and competeutly pI8Clice acupuncture, I 
dedie&t<:d myselflO a four-year, full-time accredited Master of Science program and invested 
over $50,0·)0 in tuitiun. 

Additionally. the creation of a sepa!lIte boarcI to ovcrsu the pnu:tice of "medicalllCupua,lL.IIl::· is 
a double standard. In 2003. the Hawaii Attorney GcnenU deemed that "medical ac1Ip1Dlcture is 
not sufficieotly distinct from traditional acupuncture so as to fall outside the scope of pn>ctice of 
""upunctun: and physicianS licensed by the Board of Medical Examiners cannot practice medical 
acupuocture absent licensure by the Board of Acupuncture." 

Please preserve this separation to ensure that patients receive the unique care and experience of 
acupuocture from traditionalIy trained ptaetitioncrs. Please help all the dedicated licensed 
OCUjlIl.lMutim ro_ our value in the medical field in Hawaii. 

It is fur these roasons that the.- of Hawaii muslrespectfully opposc SB lS07. 

Sinccrcly, 



02103 / 2011 15: 46 FAX. IaI 0011001 

Hearing Date: FeblUBl)' 4, 201 I lim.: 4 pm Room: 229 ~: S~{ - t-6..r? 

Hooonbl. Member ofth. Seaate 
Health COIIlJlIitt= 
~ofHawaii 

RE: Souto BID 1507 
Reslllalloa oftlle PnodIce ofAc.p._ 

J am a licensed medieal doctor and acupllllOlUrist in the Stall: of Hawaii. I gnuluatcd tiom medical school 
in 198 I. My modIcol opcoiaJty i. tamiiy medicine. I have compietod Ioooph Helm, MD'. Medical 
Acupuncture vi. UCLA _.ion pmglOJD in 1996 and many hours of _punctun> CME workshops after 
thai (the IiII of the 00II ........ doc:urnented in my web www.cbjrnedl9alconter.comin CV _). J bav. 
beeo. fellow of American Board ofMedicaJACIIpDlICIIIno since 2001 . 

I practiced IICIIpIII1<tUre with my Family Medicine specially for 13 yean in Ohio prior In move to Ha .... Ii. 
The StaID of Haw.ii llIilal to accept my medical acupuncture training dcspm.my 13 yean of suocessful 
IlCUpuncl1lnl pnctioc. I took 2.5,...,. oWliom my fiunily medicine practice and OII",n into an 
.. upunctun> scbool in Hawaii in 2004 and gnuluatcd in December 2006 from the JnstitulD of Clinical 
Acupunctun> and Oriootal Medicine _I rooeIved total 151 crcdill 12715 bours (Dldaetic 181S 
110.,., cli.ical900 IIowo) aDlOIIg which SS5 didactic hours and 90 clinical bours (20%) ...... 1I8IIOftIrncI 
fiom my previous medical traini"" The roquiremenl for lakin, acll»Ul\ClUno IIcensina ...... is minimum 
I ,S IS didoctic bouts and 660 clinical hourII. The credits I have """,iyed from ICAOM _bled me rake 
the natioo.1 acup~ license via NIIIiooaI Certificatioo Commission for Acupuncture 8\ld Oriental 
Medicine. 

I _iate all thooc cducalionol opportunities in both medical aoup\JJ1Ctul'C and Traditional Chu
Medicine ocbool (TCM). My pononaJ cxpericnoo is thai TCM scbool failed to toocb me how to intolJlle 
allopathic medicine into Chinese medicine with obvious ........ !bat they ...... not medical docton. So 
my need ofthlo part of edllC8lion baa not met by the TCM ocbool. This valuable integrative skill come 
fiom Dr. Helm', Medical acupuncture COtmiO. 

Boing bilinaual in Ch_ and Bag/ish and boanIod by both Medical acupuncture cad TCM I Roel thai it 
is imporllnt to hove TCM work with MedicaJ Acupuncnue in order In bring tbia _iart medical wisdom 
into the hillheot ... in 21 It .... tury. I will be hippy to fiooil_ this _ so thi, bill bccomo a win-win 
1'O!01ution. 

Eliubetb Chcm Christen&on, MO, LAc. 
AssoeiUc Clink:al Pnm.5IiOI 
Dopartmcnt of CampIomccIary '" AI_yo MedK:inc 
Iohn A. Bums SdIooI ofMcdicinc Univorsity of Hawaii 

Associate Profossor 
. lnsti_ of Clinical AcupunctUre and Oriental Medioinc,Honolulu, Hawaii 

DiMctor, CHI (Compn:bcasi •• Health lonovatiooa) Medical Ceo1or u., Kailua, HawaU 



green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

mailinglist@capitol.hawa ii .gov 
Thursday, February 03, 20119:12 AM 
HTHTestimony 
dillberghealth@gmail.com 

Subject: Testimony for 581507 on 2/4/2011 4:00:00 PM 

Test imony for HTH 2/4/2011 4 :00:0e PM 5B1507 

Conference room: 229 
Testifier position: oppose 
Testifier will be present: No 
Submitted by: Dustin Dillberg 
Organization: Dillberg Intergrated Healthcare 
Address: 2711 Ala Kinoiki St HI 
Phone: S0S 742-9326 
E-mail: dillberghealth@gmail.com 
Submitted on: 2/3/2011 

Comments: 
We strongly oppose this bill. The Board of Acupuncture does a wonderful job and looks after 
the proper use of this medical technique . 

1 



green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Julia Myers [jlw.myers@gmail.com] 
Thursday, February 03,2011 9:13 AM 
HTHTestimony 
Opposition to 881507 

please oppose the bill S81S07 that would permit physicians and physician ass istants with 
little or no training t o use acupuncture. 

Qualified acupuncturists receive extensive training and are licensed by a board of highly 
qualified professional practitioners. Physicians recei ve extensive health care t raining but 
NOT in acupuncture. 

It makes no sense to strip the regulation of this professional practice from the Board of 
Acupuncture and give it to the Board of Medical Examiners who would have no expertise. This 
may endanger public health. 

Thank you~ 

Julia Myers 
9S0 laki Road 
Honolulu 96817 
(808) 440-4232 (work) 

1 



green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 

mateos@katewwdb.comon behalf of KEITH MATEO [mateos@katewwdb.comJ 
Thursday, February 03, 2011 12:33 PM 

To: HTHT estimony 
Subject: Opposing Bill 1507 Acupuncture 

Nikki Mateo 
9 1-1109 Hoowalea Sl. Ewa Beach 96706 
February 3rd, 2011 
To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair 
Senate Health Committee 
Rc: Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 
(Hearing scheduled for Friday. February 4, 2011 , at 4:00 p.m. in Room 229) 

Dear Senator Josh Green, Chair, Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair, and other distinguished members of 
the Committee, 
I am writing to strongly urge your opposition to SB 1507 relating to acupuncture. This bill would be harmful to 
healthcarc consumers because it would undennine the quality, safety, and integrity of acupuncture in I-Iawaii. It 
would lower professional standards and allow inadequately trained people to practice acupuncture, by giving 
the Board of Medical Examiners so le regulatory jurisdiction over the practice of acupuncture by physicians and 
physiciamifTMs assistants. 
The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expertise to regulate the practice of acupuncture in thi s way. Only 
the Board of Acupuncture can appropriately do so, and their current regulatory standards are the safest approach 
to delivering quality acupuncture to the pUblic. 
Our current education requirements for acupuncture licensure include 3,240 hours of instruction, graduation 
from an accredited acupuncture college, and passage of national certification exams. With all due respect for the 
extensive training MDs receive, their education focuses primarily on pharmaceutical and surgical approaches to 
illness, and they typically receive little or no training in acupuncture and ori ental medicine. 
The regulation of a professional practice should be vested in the hands of senior members of that profession, 
who are fully qualified to set profess ional standards for the practice. It is clearly the responsibility of the Board 
of Acupunctur! e, not a ny other party, to regulate acupuncture. Just as we would not allow the Board of 
Acupuncture to regulate phannaceutical drugs or surgery, we should not place the regulation of acupuncture in 
the hands of those who are not adequately trained in acupuncture. 
Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same opportunity as anyone else to earn 
legitimate certification in a responsible manner, without loopholes or shortcuts. SB 1507 would create a 
population of inadequately trained acupuncture practitioners. 
Acupuncture licensure should not be taken lightly. It is a serious matter of public safety, medical ethics, and the 
health of our citizens. Please do not undennine the integrity of the acupuncture profession in our state. Thank 
you for the opportunity to submit testimony on this bilL I look forward to hearing of your opposition to SB 1507. 
Sincerely, 
Nikki Mateo 

1 



green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

kauakea@gmail.com on behalf of Photo Resource Hawaii [prh@photoresourcehawaiLcomJ 
Thursday, February 03, 2011 1:49 PM 
HTHTestirnony 
Stop S81507 

Dear Senator Josh Green, Chair, Senator Clarence Nishihara. Vice Chair, and other distinguished members of 
the Committee, 

[am totally opposed the bill SB 1507 

I have been getting acupuncture from numerous practitioners in the state of I-Iawaii since 1983. These health 
care professionals who have trained deserve our support during these trying economic times. We cannot lower 
the standards to allow inadequately trained people to practice acupuncture, by giving the Board of Medical 
Examiners sa le regu latory jurisdiction over the practice of acupuncture by physicians and physician's assistants. 

Our current education requirements for acupuncture licensure include 3,240 hours of instruction, graduation 
from an accredited acupuncture college, and passage of national certification exams. With all due respect for the 
extensive training MDs receive, their education focuses primarily on pharmaceutical and surgical approaches to 
illness, and they typically receive little or no training in acupuncture and oriental medicine. 

The regulation ofa professional practice should be vested in the hands of senior members of that profession, 
who arc fully qualified to set professional standards for the practice. It is clearly the responsibility of the Board 
of Acupuncture, not any other party, to regulate acupuncture. Just as we would not allow the Board of 
Acupuncture to regulate pharmaceut ical drugs or surgery, we should not place the regulation of acupuncture in 
the hands of those who are not adeq uate ly trained in acupuncture. 

Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same opportunity as anyone else to earn 
legitimate certification in a responsible manner, without loopholes or shortcuts. SB 1507 would create a 
population of inadequately trained acupuncture practitioners. 

Acupuncture licensure should not be taken lightly. It is a serious matter of public safety, medical ethics, and the 
health of our citizens. Please do not undermine the integrity of the acupuncture profession in our state. Thank 
you for the opportunity to submit testimony on this bi ll. I look forward to hearing of your opposition to SB 1507. 

Sincerely, 

Tami Winston 

808-599-7773 
http: //www.Pho toResourceHawaii.com 
or \' isit us at (aeebook.com/l'llOtoResourceHawaii 



green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Ce: 
Subject: 

mailinglist@capitol.hawaiLgov 
Thursday, February 03, 201 1 1;41 PM 
HTHTestimony 
christina. soh riakoff@gmail.com 
Testimony for $81507 on 2/4/2011 4:00:00 PM 

Testimony for HTH 2/ 4/ 2011 4:80:00 PM SB1S07 

Conference room: 229 
Testifier position: oppose 
Testifier will be present: No 
Submitted by: Christina Sohriakoff 
Organization: Individual 
Address: 66-1326 Ahuli Circle Kamuela 
Phone: 8889879556 
E-mail: christina.sohriakoff@gmail.com 
Submitted on: 2/ 3/2011 

Comments: 
To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara. Vice-Chair 
Health Committee 

RE: Testimony Opposing State Senate Bill 1S07 Relating to Acupuncture 

I write in strong opposition to SB1507 as it deregulates the practice of acupuncture and 
essentially eliminates the professional status of Acupuncturists in the state of Hawaii. In 
addition it jeopardizes the public safety by placing a regulatory committee of untrained and 
thus unqual ified indi viduals in charge of overseeing individuals who are minimally trained at 
best. There are no qualification requirements outlined for the practice of acupuncture under 
HRS 453 - a practice which requires thousands of hours of didactic and clinical training as 
well as the passage of national board exams to gain profes sional status . 

Without a doubt. Medical Doctors . et . All mentioned in the bill have undergone specialized 
training and possess skills within their designated professions. But to allow these 
profeSSional s the ability to pract ice acupuncture without the due training would compromise 
acupuncture and Oriental Medicine and safety of the public. Proper didactic and clinical 
experience are absolutely non-negotiable. The treatment prinCiples used in Oriental Medicine 
are completely different and a thorough understanding is necessary practice safely and 
effe ctively, 

Had I had more opportunity t o respond to this matter (as opposed to less than 15 hours since 
first notification). I would have drafted a much more thorough response .. 

Sincerely. 

Christina Sohriakoff 
Kamuela. Hawaii 

888-987 -9556 



green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To; 
Subject: 

Alaya OeNoyeJles (alayaden@gmaiLcom) 
Thursday , February 03, 2011 1;37 PM 
HTHTestimony 

Ataya DeNoyeHes 

PO Box 1792 

Kapila, HI 96746 

February 3rd, 201 1 

OpPOsition to 881507 

To: Senator Josh Green . Chai r 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair 
Senate Heal th Committee 
Re: T estirnon'{ Oppo~ing Senate Bit! 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 
{Healing scheduled for Friday, February 4, 2011, at 4:00 p.m. in Room 229) 

Dear Senator Josh Gr€'E'n, Chair, Senator Clarence t~ishiha(a, Vice Chair, and other distinguished members of 
the Committee, 

! am writing to strongly urge your oPPosition to 5B1507 relating to acupuncture. This bitt would be harmful 
to healthcalc consumers because it would undermine the quality, safety, and in tegrity of acupuncture in 
Hawaii. It would lower professional standards and allow inadequately tra ined people to practice 
acupuncture , by giving th~ Board of MedIcal Examiners sole regulatory jUlisdiction over t he practice of 
acupuncture by physicians and physician's assistants . 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expertise to regulate the practice of acupuncture in this way. Only 
the Board of Acupuncture can appropriately do so, clnd their current regu latory standa rds are the safest 
approach to delivering quality acupuncture to the public. 

Our current education requirernents for acupuncture licensure inctude 3,240 hours of insuuction, graduation 
from an accredited acupuncture college, and passag-e of national certI fication exams. With aU due respect 
for the extensive training MDs receive. their education foc uses. pri marily on pharmaceutical and surgical 
approaches to iHness , and they typically receIve tittle or no training in acupuncture and orient al medicine . 

The regulation of a professional practice ShOllld be vested in the hands of senior members of that 
profeSS ion, who are fully qualiflcd to set professional standards for the practice, It is clearly the 
responsibili ty of the Board of Acupuncture, not any o ther party , to regula te acupunct ure, Just as we would 
not allow the Board of Acupuncture to regulate pharmaceutical drugs or surgery, we should not place the 
regulatIOn of acupunctwe in the hands of those who arc not adequately trained in acupuncture, 

Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same opportunity as anyone else to earn 
legitimate certification in a responsible manner, w ithout loopholes or shortcu ts. 561507 would create a 
population of inadequately trained acupuncture practitlOners. 

Acupuncture licensure should not be taken lightly. It is a serious matter of public safe ty, medical ethics, and 
the health of our ci tizens, Please do not undermine the integrity of the acupunc.ture profession in oLlr state . 
Thank you for the opportunity to submI t testimony on this bilt. I took forward to hearing of your opposi t ion 
to SB1507. 

1 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 

mailinglist@capitol.hawaii,gov 
Thursday, February 03, 2011 1 :37 PM 
HTHTestirnony 

Cc: soulfullee@gmaiLcom 
Subject: Testimony for SB1507 on 2/4/2011 4:00:00 PM 

Testimony for HTH 2/ 4/2011 4:00:00 PM SB1S07 

Conference room: 229 
Testifier position: oppose 
Testifier will be present : No 
Submitted by: l isa lee 
Organization: Individual 
Address: 
Phone: 
E-mail: soulfullee@gmail.com 
Submitted on: 2/ 3/ 2811 

Comments: 

1 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

L. DiGrazia 
Kailua, Oahu 
February 4th , 20 11 

Louisa (Lu) DiGrazia {yogakailua@hawaii.rr.com} 
Thursday, February 03, 2011 1:36 PM 
HTHTestimony 
Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator C larence Nishihara, Vice Chair 
Senate Hea lth Committee 
Re: Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 
(Hearing scheduled for Friday, February 4 , 2011 , at 4 :00 p.m. in Room 229) 

Dear Senator Josh Green, Chair, Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair, and other distinguished members of 
the Committee, 

This bill, which was introduced with the support of an MD and backed by the Hawaii Medical Association, 
could undermine my access to safe, quality acupuncture. We are currentl y protected by the Hawaii Board of 
Acupuncture against the potential health hazards of acupuncture in the hands of untrained individuals. Licensed 
ac upuncturists in Hawaii arc required to earn the equivalent ofa Masters degree, complete 3,240 hours of 
instruction at accredited colleges, and pass rigorous national certification exams. The proposed bill, S8 1507, 
could deprive us of this protection and lower the standard of care citizens may receive by giving the Board of 
Medical Examiners sole regulatory jurisdiction over the practice of acupuncture by physicians and physician's 
assistants. This would exempt MDs, and others without adequate training in acupuncture, from licensure by the 
Board of Acupuncture. Il would allow them to create their own rules for practicing acupuncture, and to do so 
after receiving only brief instruction. 

I am writing to strongly urge your opposition to SB I 507 relating to acupuncture. This bill would be hannful to 
healthcare consumers because it wou ld undermine the quality, safety, and integrity of acupuncture in Hawaii. It 
would lower professional standards and allow inadequately trained people to practice acupuncture, by giving 
the Board of Medical Examiners so le regulatory jurisdiction over the practice of acupuncture by physicians and 
physician' S assistants. 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the experti se to regulate the practice of acupuncture in this way. Only 
the Board of Acupuncture can appropriately do so, and their current regulatory standards are the safest approach 
to deli vering quality acupuncture to the public. 

Our current education requirements for acupuncture licensure include 3,240 hours of instruction , graduation 
from an accredited acupuncture college, and passage of national certificatio n exams. With all due respect for the 
extensive training MDs rece ive, their education focuses primarily on pharmaceutical and surgical approaches to 
illness, and they typically receive little or no training in acupuncture and oriental medicine. 

The regulation of a professional practice should be vested in the hands of senior members of that profession, 
who are fully qualified to set profess ional standards for the practice. It is clearly the responsibility of the Board 
of Acupuncture, not any other party, to regulate acupuncture. Just as we would not allow the Board of 

1 



Acupuncture to regulate phannaceutical drugs or surgery, we should not place the regulation of acupuncture in 
the hands of those who are not adequately trained in acupuncture. 

Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same opportunity as anyone else to earn 
legitimate certification in a responsible manner, without loopholes or shortcuts. SB 1507 would create a 
population of inadequately trained acupuncture practitioners. 

Acupuncture licensure should not be taken lightly. It is a serious maner of public safety, medica1 ethics, and the 
health of our citizens. Please do not undennine the integrity of the acupuncture profession in our state. Thank 
you for the opportunity to submit testimony on this bill. I look forward to hearing of your opposition to SBlS07. 

Sincerely. L. DiGrazia 
Kai lua 

2 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Akana, Arlene E. [Arlene.Akana@doh.hawaii.gov) 
Thursday, February 03, 20113:54 PM 
HTHTestimony 
Aquino, Julie A. 
SB0705_HTH_02-04-11_HTH .doc 
SB0705_HTH_02-04-1 1_ HTH .doc 

Attached is the testimony for 560705, Relating to Health, for the Department of Health. 

Arlene Akana 
Office of Hea lth Care Assurance 
Department of Health 
1250 Punchbowl Street , Room 340 
Honolulu , Hawaii 96813 
PhonO' (808) 586-4080 
FaX' (808) 586-4090 
E-mail : arlene.akana@doh.hawa ii.gov 



february 3. 2011 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice-Chair 
Health Committee 

RE: Testimony Opposing State Senate Bi111S07 Relating ta Acupuncture 

I write in strong opposition to 581507 as it deregulates the practice of 
acupuncture and essentially eliminates the professional status of Acupuncturists in the 
state of Hawaii. In addltion it jeopardizes the public safety by placing a regulatory 
committee of untrained and thus unqualified individuals in charge of overseeing 
individuals who are minimally trained at best. There ore no qualification requirements 
outlined for the practice of acupuncture under HRS 453 - a practice which requires 
thousands of hours of didactic and clinical training as well as the passage of national 
board exams to gain professional status. Please so not minimize nor disrespect this 
ancient and valuable medicine and its practitioners. 

Having had the opportunity to spend my career in healthcare. both with 
physicians, surgeons and acupuncturists, it is clear to me and evident through patient 
response that each profession has a place and a tradition to be respected. Each 
profession offers its unique contribution to health and weliness and should never be 
compromised nor disrespected by the professionals from o ther sciences. 

Hod I hod more opportunity to respond to this motter (as opposed to less than 15 
hours since first notification), I would have drafted a much more thorough response .. 

Sincerely. 

Teresa Lever 
PO Box 437321 

Kamuela. HI 96743 

801.661.1556 



Hearing Date: February 4, 2011 

Time: 4 pm 

Senate Sgt-of-Arms Fax #: 586-6659 

Room: 229 

Honorable Members of the Senate Health Committee 
State of Hawaii 

RE: Senate Bill 1507 -OPPOSE 
Regulaliun of tbe PracUce of Acupuncture 

Dear Senator Green, Chair 

I have received medical and therapeutic care from >. /Q •. cb i r1 - ...;,. Q h , 
a licensed acupuncturist and havc had wonderful "".ults in managing my 

S!:.,...S5tclpl"'''''''oo . I hope that many others may experience the same benefits 
from acupuncture treatments as well. Therefore, I am writing to express my strong 
opposition to Senate Bill 1507, which would repeal the authority of the Board of 
Acupuncture to regulate the practice of acupuncture by physici!",s, osteopathic 
physicians, and physician's assistants. 

The unique experience and care I benefited from during my treatments were the 
result of the extensive training undergone by my acupuncturist I feel that this bill 
will mislead patients to choose a physician for acupuncture care as they will 

assume that a medical doctor would have had undergone more training. In reality, 

this bill will allow physicians to practice acupuncture after 200-300 hours of non
accredited training where as licensed acupuncturists are required over 3,240 hours 
of training in an accredited Master of Science program. 

As a patient, I value the right to make informed decisions about my healthcare. It is 
for this reason that the state of Hawaii must respectfully oppnse SB 1507. 

Sincerely, 

c~~,,<clg~ 
Signature 

e !lnd rt eg d.. cJ~kt?-<4C< 
Print Full Name 
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Hearing Date: February 4, 2011 

Time: 4 pm 

Room: 229 

Senate Sgt-of-Arms Fax #: 586-6659 

Honorable Membc:rs afthe Senate Health Committee 
State of Hawaii 

RE: Senate BiIl1507 -OPPOSE 
Regulation of the Practice of Acupuncture 

Dear Senator Green, Chair 

I have reCeived medical and therapeutic care from 'D1?, ClW-~tl~1 m NJ 
a licensed acupuncturist and have had wonderful results in mana g my 

(.....;.~ ~~S~. I hope that many others may experience the same benefits 
. j from a ~cture treatments as well. Therefore, I am writing to express my strong 

opposition to Senate Bi111507, which would repeal the authorily ofth. Board of 
Acupuncture to regulate the practice of acupuncture by physicians, osteopathic 
physicians, and physician's assistants. 

The unique experience and care I benefited iTom during my treatments were the 
result of the extensive training undergone by my acupuncturist. I feel that this bill 
will mislead patients to choose a physician for acupuncture care as they will 
assume that a medical doctor would have had undergone more training. In reality, 
this bill will allow physicians to practice acupuncture after 200-300 hours of non
accredited training where as licensed acupuncturists are r~.quired over 3,240 hours 
of training in an accredited Master of Science program. 

As a patient, 1 value the right to make informed decisions about my healthcare. It is 
for this reason that the state of Hawaii must respectfully oppose SB 1507. 

Sincerely, 



Hearing Date: February 4, 2011 

Time:4pm 

Senate Sgt-of-Arms Fax #: 586-6659 

Room: 229 

Honorable Members of the Senate Health Committee 
State of Hawaii 

RE: Senate Bill 1507 -OPPOSE 
Regulatilln ofthe Practice of Acupuncture 

. .. 

Dear Senk..tor Green, Chair ~ 

I have re*eived medical and therapeutic care from k. · C ea;c' \~~ jWv>" 
a license4 acup'!Ilcturist and have had wonderful results in managitllg my 
~t ~ . I hope that many others may e"Perience the same benefits 
from acu 1ll1CtUI"etl'eatments as well. Therefore, I am writing to express my strong 

opposition to Senate Rill 1 ~07, which would repeal the authority of the Board of 

Acupuncture to regulate the practice of acupuncture by physicians, osteopathic 

physicians, and physician's ~sist.anls. 

The unique experience and care I benefited from during my treatments were the 

result of the extensive training undergone by my acupuncturist. I feel that this bill 
will mislead patients to choose a physician for acupuncture care as they will 

assume that a medical doctor would have had undergone more training. In reality, 

this bill will allow physicians to practice acupuncture after 200-300 hours of non
accredited training where as lieensed acupuncturists ...... required over 3,240 hours 

of training in an accredited Master of Science program. 

As a patient, I value the right to make infonned decisions about my healthcare. It is 
for this reason that the stat.e of Hawaii must respectfully oppose SB IS07. 

Sincerely • 

. Sign4~ 
Print Full ~ame ~ b 



Hearing Date: February 4, 2011 

Time: 4 pm 

Senate Sgt-of-Arms Fax #: 586-6659 

Room: 229 

Honorable Members "r the Senate Health Committee 
State of Hawaii 

RE: Senate Bill 1507 -OPPOSE 
Regulation of the Practice of Acupuncture 

Dear Senator Green, Chair 

. .. 

I have received medical and therapeutic care from W1£,o..,Y\ , 
a licensed acupuncturist and have had wonderful results in managing m 

~tWl c:..... aJ,nt,><- . I hope that many others may experience the same benefits 
from acupuncture treatments as well. Therefore, I am writing to express my strong 
opposition to Senate Bill 1507, which would repeal the authority of the Board of 
Acupuncture to regulate the practice of acupuncture by physicians, osteopathic 
physicians, and physician's assistants. 

The unique experience and care I benefited from during my treatments were the 
result of the extensive training undergone by my acupuncturist. I feel that this bill 
will mislead patients to choose 11 physician for aeuputl~lure care as they will 
assume that a medical doctor would have had undergone more training. In reality, 
this bill will allow physiCians to practice acupuncture after 200-300 hours of non
accredited training where as licensed acupuncturists are required over 3,240 hours 
of training in an accredited Master of Science program. 

AS a patient, I value the right to make informed decisions about my healthcare. It is 
for this reason that the state of Hawaii must respectfully oppose SB 1507. 

Sincerely, 

gna 

~ h 
Prlllt~~~ 



Hearing Date: Febl'llaty 4, 2011 

Time: 4 pm 

Room: 229 

Senate Sgt-of-Arms Fax #: 586-6659 

Honorable Members of the Senate Health Committee 
State of Hawaii 

RE: Senate Bill 1507 -OPPOSE 
Regulation of tbe Practice of Acupuncture 

Dear Senator Green, Chair 

I have received medical and therapeutic care from VJ'L. 7~~ 
a licensed acupullcturj~t a.mi h"v~ had wonderful resulu; in managing my 

4mo; ,ly/~ope that many others may experience the same benefits 
from acupuncture treatments as well. Therefore, I am writing to express my strong 

opposition to Senate Bill 1507. which would repeal the authority ofthe Roard nf 
Acupuncture to regulate the practice of acupuncture by physicians, osteopathic 
physicians, and physician's assistants. 

The unique experience and care I benefited from during my treatments were the 

result of the extensive training undergone by my acupuncturist. I feel that this bill 
will mislead patients to chuu>~ a physician for acupuncture care as they will 

assume that a medical doctor would have had undergone more training. In reality, 
this bill will allow physicians to practice acupuncture after 200-300 hours of non
accredited training where as licensed acupuncturist, are required over 3,240 hours 
of training in an accredited Master of Science program. 

As a patient, I value the right to make informed decisions about my healthcare. It is 

for this reason that the state of Hawaii must respectfully oppose SB 1507. 

Sincerely, 

f}~ t. 7-eJJ..-
SignatUTlf 

3d,' L, Tdls-
Print Full Name 



Hearing Date: February 4,2011 

Time:4pm 

Room: 229 

Senate Set-of-Arms Fax #: 586-6659 

Honorable Members of the Senate Health Committee 
State of Hawaii 

RE: Senate Bill 1507 ""()PPOSE 
Regulation of the Practice of Acupuncture 

near Senator Green, Chair 

I have received medical and therapeutic care from -'-~_- _ -_-& __ :v ______ -' 
a licensed acupuncturist and have had wonderful results in managing my 

.s TA/iS'-S _ I hope that many others may experience the same benefits 
from acupuncture treatments as well. Therefore, I am writing to express my strong 
opposition to Senate Bill 1507. which would repeal the authority of the Board of 
Acupuncture to regulate the practice of acupuncture by physicians. osteopathic 
physicions, and physician's assistants. 

The unique experience and care T benefited from during my treatments Were the 
result of the extensive training undergone by my acupuncturist_ I feel that this bill 
will mislead patients to choose a physician [or acupuncture care as they will 

assume that a medical doctor would have had undergone more training. In reality, 
this bill will allow physicians to practice acupuncture after 200-300 hours of non
accredited training where as licensed acupuncturi,rts are re<J.uired over 3,240 hours 
of training in an accredited Master of Science program. 

As a patient, I value the right to make informed decisions about my healthcare. It is 
for this reason that the state of Hawaii must respectfully oppose SB 1507. 

Sincerely, 

Signature ' 

k/v/)k ,h-h..t'f t9<i1h-Pk 
Print Full Name 



Hearing Date: February 4, 2011 

Time:4pm 

Room: 229 

Senate Sgt-of-Arms Fax II: 586-6659 

Ilonorable Member.; of the Senate Health Committee 
State of Hawaii 

RE: Senate Bill 1507 -OPPOSE , 
Regulatihn ofthe Practice of Acupuncture 

! , 
i 

Dear Senator Green, Chair 

I have reCeived medical aod therapeutic care from _· ... J;)=I"-:::... ..... L-=:''-',,'''>l'-_ ___ -' 
a licensed acupuncturist and have had wonderfUl re.u!ts in managing my 
Itrv)4; '"*de . I hope that many others may experience the same benefits 
from acupuncture treatments as well. Therefore, I am writing to express my strong 

opposition to Senate Bill 1507, which would repeal the authority ofthe Board of 

Acupuncture to regulate the practice of acupuncture by physicians, osteopathic 
physicians. and physician' 5 (lSsistnnts. 

The unique experience and care I benefited !Tom during my treatments Were the 

result of the extensive training undergone by my acupuncturist I feel that this bill 
will mislead patients to choose a physician for acupuncture care as they will 

assume that a medical doctor would have had undergone more training. In reality, 
this bJlJ will allow physicians to practice acupuncture after 200-300 hours· of non
accredited training where as licensed acupuncturists are required over 3,240 hours 
of training in an accredited Master of Science program. 

As a patient, I value the right to make informed decisions about my healthcare. It is 
for this reason that the state of Hawaii must respectfully oppose SB 1507. 

Sincerely, 

Signature 

Print FuJI Name 



Hearing Date: February 4, 2011 

Time: 4pm 

Room: 229 

Senate Sgt-of-Arms Fax II: 586-6659 

Honorable Members of the Senate Health Committee 
State of Hawaii 

RE: Senate Bill 1507 -OPPOSE 
Regulation of the Practice of Acupuncture 

Dear Senator Green, Chair (\ ~ 
I have received medical and therapeutic care from~ Yeo. ' We r1AAJ/l 
a licensed acupwlcturist iUlU have bad wonderflll results in anagin ' m 

1§. "'D . I hope that many others may expenence the same benefits 
from acupuncture treatments as well. Therefore, I .am writing to express my strong 
opposition to Senate Bill 1507, which would rep ... 1 the authority of the Board of 
Acupuncture to regulate the practice of acupuncture by physicians, osteopathic 
physici""s, and physici",,'s assistants. 

The unique experience and care T henefited from during my treatments were the 
result of the extensive training undergone by my acupuncturist. I feel that this bill 
will mislead patients to choose a physieian for acupuncture care as they will 

assume that a medica! doctor would have had undergone more training. In reality, 
this bill will allow physicians to practice acupuncture after 200-300 hours of non
accredited training where as licensed acupunctmists are required over 3,240 hours 
of training in an accredited Master of Science program. 

As a patient, I value the right to make informed decisions about my healthcare. It is 
for this reason that the state of Hawaii must respectfully oppose SB 1507. 

Sincerely, 

PriD.t Full Name 



Hearing Date: February 4, 2011 

Time:4pm 

Room; 229 

Senate Sgt-of-Arms Fax #: 586-6659 

Hunurable Members of the Senate Health Committee 
State of Hawaii 

RE: Senate BilIlS07 -OPPOSE 
ReKUlation of the Practice of Acupuncture 

Dear Senator Green, Chair 

I have received medical and therapeutic care from 

tJce~ ~upuncl=iot and have had wonderful rcsulls in miffiaging my 
~ ((Wi I hope that many others may experience the same benefits 

from acupuncture treatments as well. Therefore, I am writing to express my strong 
opposition to Senate Bill 1507, which would repeal the authority of the Board of 
Acupuncture to regulate the practice of acupuncture by physicians, osteopathic 
physicians, and physician's assistants. 

The unique experience and care I benefited fmm during my treatments were the 
result of the extensive training undergone by my acupuncturist I feel that this bill 
will mislead patients to choose a physician for acupuncture care as they will 
assume that a medical doctor would have had undergone more training. In reality, 
this bill will allow physicians to practice acupuncture after 200-300 hours of non
accredited training where as licensed acupuncturists are required over 3,240 hours 
of training in an accredited Master of Science program. 

As a patient, I value the right to make informed decisions about my healthcare. It is 
for this reason that the state of Hawaii must respectfully oppose SB 1507. 

Sincerely, 

e 

Print Full Name 



Hearing Date: February 4, 20 II 

Time: 4 pm 

Senate Sgt-of-Arms Fax #: 586-6659 

Room: 2i9 

Honorable Members of the SenaLe Health Committee 
State of Hawaii 

RE: Senate BiIIlS07 -OPPOSE 
Regulation oUhe Practice of Acupuncture 

. . 

near Senator Green, Chair 1> ...,..., 
I have received medical and therapeutic care from ..;:.._(2.. _ _ . _1~~~_-,-!-VVl...:....c~=-,-, 
a licensed acupuncturist and have had wonderful results in managing m 

1ZTSb . 1 hope that many others may experience the same benefits 
fiom acupuncture treatments as well. Therefore, I am writing to express my strong 
opposition to Senate Bill 1507, which would repeal the authority Dfthe Board of 
Acupuncture to regulate the practice of acupuncture by physicians, osteopathic 
phYRicians, and physician'S assistants. 

The unique experience and care I benefited from during my treatments were the 
result of the extensive training undergone by my acupuncturist. I feel that this bill 
will mislead patients to choose n physician for acupWlcLure care as they will 
assume that a medical doctor would have had undergone more training. In reality, 
this bill will allow physicians to practice acupuncture after 200-300 hours of non
accredited training where as licensed acupuncturists are required over 3,240 hours 
of training in an accredited Master of Science program. 

As a patient, I value the right to make informed decisions about my healthcare. It is 
for this reason that the state of Hawaii must respectfully oppose SB 1507. 

Sincerely, . 

Si~;dd 
dft(itf & kodli~ 



Hearing Date: February 4, 2011 

Time: 4 pm 

Room: 229 

Senate Sgt-of-Arms Fax #: 586-6659 

Honorable Members of the Senate IIcalth Conuuitl." 
State of Hawaii 

RE: Senate Bill 1507 -OPPOSE 
Regulation of the Practice of Acupuncture 

Dear Senator Green, Chair 

I have received medical and therapeutic care from 1)~ T N~)I\JLf WI~ , 
a licensed acupuncturi.t and have had wonderful results in managulk my 

~141 61th ~ . I hope that many others may experience the same benefits 
from acupuncluro treatments as well. Therefore, I am writing to express my strong 
opposition to Senate Bill 1507, which would repeal the authority of the Board of 
Acupuncture to regulate the practice of acupuncture by physicians, osteopathic 
physicians, and physician'. assistants. 

The unique experience and care I benefited from during my treatments were the 
result of the extensive training undergone by my acupuncturist. I feel that this bill 
will mislead patient' to choose a physician for Ilcupuncture care as lhoy "'ill 
assume that a medical doctor would have had undergone more training. In reality, 
this bill ",ill allow physiuians to practice acupuncture after 200-300 hours of non
accredited training where as licensed acupuncturists are required over 3,240 hOUTS 
of training in an accredited Master of Science program. 

As a patient, I value the right to make informed decisions about my healthcare. It is 

for this reason that the state of Hawaii must respectfully oppose SR 1507. 

Sincerely; 

~' )l2:tz..,.o....-
Signature . ~ 

I'rint Full Name 



Hearing Date: February 4,2011 

Time: 4pm 

Room: 229 

Senate Sgt-of-Arms Fax #: 586-6659 

Honorable Members of the Senate Health Committee 
State of Hawaii 

RE: Senate BiJllS07 -OPPOSE 
Regulation oCthe Practice of Acupuncture 

Dear Senator Green, Chair 

I have received medical and therapeutic care from ~~s.-.!W~:.!1~1-fllli&j1 

\ 

a,licensed a uncturiSt and have had wonderful results in managing my 
't-l I hope that many others may experience the same enefits 

from acu a ents as well. Therefore, I am writing to express my strong 
opposition to Senate Bill 1507, which would repeal the ""thority oftbe Board of 
Acupuncture to regulate the practice of acupuncture by physicians, osteopathic 
physicians, and physician's assistants. 

The unique experience and c.are I benefited from during my treatments were the 
result of the extensive training undergone by my acupuncturist. I feel that this bill 
will mi.l~w.! p~licnts to choose a physician for acupuncture care as they will . 
assume that a medical doctor would have had undergone more training. In reality, 
this bill will allow physicians to practice acupuncture after 200-300 hours of non
accrediteptraining where 3.< li~ • .nsed acupuncturists are required over 3,240 hours 
of training in an accredited Master of Science program. 

As a patient, I value the right to make infonned decisions about my healthcare. It is 
for this reason that the state of Hawaii mllst respectfully oppose SB 1507. 

Sincerely; 

Sig!llIt\lre 

f1lcfJ8b~ ~OIiVJN 
Print Full Name - -----



green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

email your messages to: 

Regina Deluca 
P.O. Box 230, Kailua, HI 
February 3rd, 2011 

RD (Hi·paddler@hawaii.rr.com] 
Thursday, February 03, 20119:46 AM 
HTHTestimony 
opposing senate bill 1507 relating to accupuncture 

96734 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair 
Senate Health Committee 
Re: Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 
(llea ring scheduled for Friday, February 4, 2011, at 4 :00 p.m. in Room 229) 

Dear Senator Josh Green , Chair, Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair, and other distinguished members of 
the Committee, 

I am writing to strongly urge your opposition to SB 1507 relating to acupuncture. This bill would be harmful to 
healthcare consumers because it would undennine the quality, safcty, and integrity of acupuncture in Hawaii. It 
would lower professional standards and allow inadequately trained people to practice acupuncture, by giving 
the Board of Medical Examiners sole regulatory jurisdiction over the practice of acupuncture by physicians and 
physician' s assistants. 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expertise to regulate the practice of acupuncture in this way. Only 
the Board of Acupuncture can appropriately do so, and their current regulatory standards are the safest approach 
to delivering quality acupuncture to the public. 

Our current education requirements for acupuncture licensure inelude 3,240 hours of instruction, graduation 
from an accredited acupuncture college, and passage of national certification exams. With all due respect for the 
extensive training MDs receive, their education focuses primarily on pharmaceutical and surgical approaches to 
illness, and they typically receive little or no training in acupuncture and oriental medicine. 

The regulation of a professional practice should be vested in the hands of senior members of that profession, 
who are fully qualified to set professional standards for the practice. It is clearly the responsibility of the Board 
of Acupuncture, not any other party. to regulate acupuncture. Just as we would not allow the Board of 
Acupuncture to regulate pharmaceutical drugs or surgery, we should not place the regu lation of acupuncture in 
the hands of those who are not adequately trained in acupuncture. 

Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same opportunity as anyone else to earn 
legitimate certification in a responsible manner, without loopholes or shortcuts. SB 1507 would create a 
population of inadequately trained acupuncture practitioners. 

Acupuncture licensure should not be taken lightly. It is a serious matter of public safety, medical ethics, and the 
health of our citizens. Please do not undcnnine the integrity of the acupuncture profess ion in our state. Thank 
you for the opportunity to submit testimony on thi s bill. I look forward to hearing of your opposition to SB 1507. 



Via Email: HTHTestimony@Capitol.hawaii.gov 

February 3, 2011 

Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair 
Senate Health Committee 
Hawaii State Legislature 

Re: Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 
(Hearing scheduled for Friday, February 4, 2011 , at 4:00 p.m. in Room 229) 

Dear Senator Josh Green , Chair, Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair, and 
other distinguished members of the Committee: 

I am writing to strongly urge your opposition to SB1507 relating to acupuncture. 

This bill would be harmful to healthcare consumers because it would undermine 
the quality, safety, and integrity of acupuncture in Hawaii. It would lower 
professional standards and allow inadequately trained people to practice 
acupuncture, by giving the Board of Medical Examiners sole regulatory 
jurisdiction over the practice of acupuncture by physicians and physician's 
assistants. 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expertise to regulate the practice of 
acupuncture in this way. Only the Board of Acupuncture can appropriately do so, 
and their current regulatory standards are the safest approach to delivering 
quality acupuncture to the public. 

Our current education requirements for acupuncture licensure include 3,240 
hours of instruction , graduation from an accredited acupuncture college, and 
passage of national certification exams. With all due respect for the extensive 
training MOs receive, their education focuses primarily on pharmaceutical and 
surgical approaches to illness, and they typically receive little or no training in 
acupuncture and oriental medicine. 

The regulation of a professional practice should be vested in the hands of senior 
members of that profession, who are fully qualified to set professional standards 
for the practice. It is clearly the responsibility of the Board of Acupuncture, not 
any other party, to regulate acupuncture. Just as we would not allow the Board of 
Acupuncture to regulate pharmaceutical drugs or surgery, we should not place 
the regulation of acupuncture in the hands of those who are not adequately 
trained in acupuncture. 



Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same 
opportunity as anyone else to earn legitimate certification in a responsible 
manner, without loopholes or shortcuts . SB1507 would create a population of 
inadequately trained acupuncture practitioners. 

Acupuncture licensure should not be taken lightly. It is a serious matter of public 
safety, medical ethics, and the health of our citizens. Please do not undermine 
the integrity of the acupuncture profession in our state. 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony on this bill. I look forward to 
hearing of your opposition to SB 1507. 

Sincerely, 

Raymond & Jeanne Beatty 
59-740 Alapio Road 
Haleiwa, HI 96712 
Email : sailing@hawaii .rr.com 



Via Email: HTHTestimonv@Capitol.hawaii.gov 

February 3, 2011 

Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair 
Senate Health Committee 
Hawaii State Legislature 

Re: Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 
(Hearing scheduled for Friday, February 4, 2011 , at 4:00 p.m. in Room 229) 

Dear Senator Josh Green , Chair, Senator Clarence Nishihara , Vice Chair, and 
other distinguished members of the Committee: 

I am writing to strongly urge your opposition to SB1507 relating to acupuncture. 

This bill would be harmful to health care consumers because it would undermine 
the quality, safety, and integrity of acupuncture in Hawaii. It would lower 
professional standards and allow inadequately trained people to practice 
acupuncture, by giving the Board of Medical Examiners sole regulatory 
jurisdiction over the practice of acupuncture by physicians and physician's 
assistants. 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expertise to regulate the practice of 
acupuncture in this way. Only the Board of Acupuncture can appropriately do so, 
and their current regulatory standards are the safest approach to delivering 
quality acupuncture to the public. 

Our current education reqUirements for acupuncture licensure include 3,240 
hours of instruction , graduation from an accredited acupuncture college, and 
passage of national certification exams. With all due respect for the extensive 
training MDs receive, their education focuses primarily on pharmaceutical and 
surgical approaches to illness, and they typically receive little or no training in 
acupuncture and oriental medicine. 

The regulation of a professional practice should be vested in the hands of senior 
members of that profession, who are fully qualified to set professional standards 
for the practice. It is clearly the responsibility of the Board of Acupuncture, not 
any other party, to regulate acupuncture. Just as we would not allow the Board of 
Acupuncture to regulate pharmaceutical drugs or surgery, we should not place 
the regulation of acupuncture in the hands of those who are not adequately 
trained in acupuncture. 



Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same 
opportunity as anyone else to earn legitimate certification in a responsible 
manner, without loopholes or shortcuts. SB1507 would create a population of 
inadequately trained acupuncture practitioners. 

Acupuncture licensure should not be taken lightly. It is a serious matter of public 
safety, medical ethics, and the health of our citizens. Please do not undermine 
the integrity of the acupuncture profession in our state. 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony on this bill. I look forward to 
hearing of your opposition to SB1507 . 

Sincerely, 

Raymond & Jeanne Beatty 
59-740 Alapio Road 
Haleiwa, HI 96712 
Email: sailing@hawaii .rr.com 



green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
SUbject: 

Carolyn Irvin 
366 Ka Awakea Road 
Kailua. HI 96734 

Febr ua ry 3rd, 2811 

Irvin CIV Carolyn E [carolyn.irvin@usmc.mil) 
Thursday, February 03, 201 1 3:41 PM 
HTHT estimony 
Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture (Hearing schedu led for Friday, 
February 4, 2011, at 4:00 p.m. in Room 229) 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara. Vice Chair 
Senate Health Committee 
Re: Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1587 Relating to Acu puncture (Hearing scheduled for 
Friday, February 4, 2011, at 4:88 p.m. in Room 229) 

Dear Senator Josh Green, Chair. Senator Cl arence Nishihara, Vi ce Chair, and other 
distinguished members of the Committee, 

I am writing to strongly urge your opposit i on to SBlS07 relat i ng t o acupuncture. This bill 
would be harmful to healthcare consumers because it would undermine the quality, safety. and 
integrity of acupuncture in Hawaii . It would lower professional standards and allow 
inadequatel y trained people to practice acupuncture. by giving the Board of Medical Examiners 
sole regulatory j urisdiction over the practice of acupuncture by physicians and phys ic ian's 
assis tants. 

The Board of Medical Examiners l acks the expertise to regulate the practice of acupuncture in 
th i s way. Only the Board of Acupuncture can appropriately do 50, and their current regulatory 
standards are the safest approach to delivering quality acupuncture to the public. 

Our current education requirements for acupuncture licensure in clude 3,240 hours of 
instruction, graduation from an accredited ac upuncture college. and pas sage of national 
certificat i on exams . With all due respect f or t he extensive training MDs receive. their 
educat ion foc uses primarily on pharmaceutical and surgical approaches to illness, and they 
typically receive littl e or no training in acupuncture and oriental medicine. 

The regulation of a professional practi ce should be vested in the hands of senior members of 
that profeSSion , who are fully qualified to set profeSS i onal standards for the practice. It 
is clear l y the responsibility of the Board of Acupunc tu re, not any other party, to regulate 
acupuncture. Just as we would not allow the Board of Ac upuncture to regulate pharmaceutical 
drugs or surgery, we should not place the regulation of acupuncture in the hands of those who 
are not adequately trained in acupuncture . 

Any physician who wants to practice acupunct ure currently has t he same opportunity as anyone 
el se to earn legitimate certification in a responsible manner , without l oophol es or 
shortcut s. S6lSa7 would create a population of inadequately trained acupuncture 
practitioners. 

Acupuncture licensure shoul d not be taken lightly. It is a serious matter of public safety, 
medical ethiCS, and the health of our citizens. Please do not undermine the integr ity of the 
acupuncture profession in our state. Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony on 
this bill. I l ook forward to hear ing of your opposition to 561587. 



green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Suzanne Schiller [generatelove@yahoo.com) 
Thursday, February 03, 2011 3:29 PM 
HTHTestimony 

Subject: No to Senate Bil1 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 

Ilr. Suzanne Schiller, DC 

Ocean View Chiropractic & Wcllness Center 

PO Box 7035 

Ocean View, HI 96737-7035 

February 3rd, 20 I I 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair 
Senate Health Committee 
Re: Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relat ing to Acupuncture 
(Hearing scheduled ror Friday, February 4, 201 1, at 4:00 p.m. in Room 229) 

Dear Senator Josh Green, Chair, Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair, and other distinguished members of 
the Committee 

I am writing to strongly urge your opposition to SB 1 507 relating to acupuncture. This bill would be hannful to 
hcalthcare consumers because it would undermine the quality, safety, and integrity of acupuncture in Hawaii . It 
would lower profess ional standards and allow inadequately trained people to practice acupuncture, by giving 
the Board of Medical Examiners so le regulatory jurisdiction over the practice of acupuncture by physicians and 
physician ' s assistants. 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expertise to regulate the practice ofacupunclure in this way. Only 
the Board of Acupuncture can appropriately do so, and their current regulatory standards arc the safest approach 
to delivering quality acupuncture to the public. 

Our current education requirements for acupuncture li censure include 3,240 hours of instruction, graduation 
from an accredited acupuncture college, and passage of national certification exams. With all due respect for the 
extensive training MDs receive, their education focuses primarily on pharmaceutical and surgical approaches to 
illness, and they typical ly receive lin le or no training in acupuncture and oriental medicine. 

The regulation of a professional practice should be vested in the hands of senior members of that profession, 
who are fully qualified to set professional standards for the practice. It is clearly the responsibility of the Board 
of Acupuncture, not any other party, to regulate acupuncture. Just as we would not allow the Board of 
Acupuncture to regulate phannaceutical drugs or surgery, we should not place the regulation of acupuncture in 
the hands of those who are not adequately trained in acupuncture. 

Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture current ly has the same opportunity as anyone else to earn 

1 



legitimate certification in a responsible manner, without loopholes or shortcuts. S8 1507 would create a 
population of inadequately trained acupuncture practitioners. 

Acupuncture licensure should not be taken lightly. It is a serious matter of public safety, medical ethics, and the 
health of our citizens. Please do not undennine the integrity of the acupuncture profession in our state. Thank 
you for the opportunity to submit testimony on lhis bill. I look forward to hearing of your opposition to S8 1507. 

Sincerel y. 

Dr. Suzanne Schiller, DC 
www.divinespincdoc.com 

• 2 



green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Chelsey Sponsler [chelseysponsler@gmail.comj 
Thursday, February 03, 20113:33 PM 
HTHTestimony 

Subject: Re: Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 

Chelsey Sponsler 
51 1 kawaihae st. Honolulu, HI 96825 
February 3rd, 2011 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair 
Senate Health Committee 
Re: Testimony Opposine Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 
(Hearing scheduled for Friday, February 4, 20 11 , at 4:00 p.m. in Room 229) 

Dear Senator Josh Green, Chair, Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair, and other distinguished members of 
the Committee, 

I am writing to strongly urge your opposition to SB 1507 relating to acupuncture . This bill would be hannful to 
healthcare consumers because it would undermine the quality, safety, and integrity of acupuncture in Hawaii . It 
would lower professional standards and allow inadequate ly trained people to practice acupuncture, by giving 
the Board of Medical Examiners so le regulatory jurisdiction over the practice of acupuncture by physicians and 
physician 's assi stants. 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expertise to regulate the practice of acupuncture in this way. Only 
the Board of Acupuncture can appropriately do so, and their current regu latory standards are the safest approach 
to delivering quality acupuncture to the public. 

Our current education requirements for acupuncture li censure include 3,240 hours of instruction, graduation 
from an accredited acupuncture college, and passage of national certification exams. With all due respect for the 
extensive training MDs receive, their education focuses primarily on pharmaceutical and surgical approaches to 
illness, and they typically receive litt le or no training in acupuncture and oriental medicine. 

The regulation of a professional practice should be vested in the hands of senior members of that profession, 
who are fully qualified to set profess ional standards for the practice. It is clearly the responsibility of the Board 
of Acupuncture, not any other party, to regulate acupuncture. Just as we would not allow the Board of 
Acupuncture to regulate pharmaceutical drugs or surgery, we should not place the regulation of acupuncture in 
the hands of those who arc not adequate ly trained in acupuncture. 

Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same opportunity as anyone else to earn 
legitimate certification in a responsible manner, without loopholes or shortcuts. SB 1507 would create a 
population of inadequately trained acupuncture practitioners. 

Acupuncture licensure should not be taken lightly. It is a serious matter of public safety, medical ethics, and the 
health of our citizens. Please do not undermine the integrity of the acupuncture profession in our state. Thank 
yo u for the opportunity to submit testimony on this bill. I look forward to hearing of your opposition to SB 1507. 
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green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

February 3, 201 1 

Catherine AF Dichner [Iucidcat@earthlink.net] 
Thursday, February 03, 2011 3:32 PM 
HTHTestimony 
Oppose 581507 Relating to Acupuncture 

Re: Testimony Opposing Senate Bill ISO? Relating to Acupuncture 
(Hearing scheduled for Friday, February 4, 20 11 , at 4:00 p.m. in Room 229) 

Dear Senator Josh Green, Chair, Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair, and other distinguished members of 
the Senate Health Committee, 

I am writing to strongly urge yOUT opposition to S8 1507 relating to acupuncture. This bill would be harmful to 
healthcare consumers because it would undermine the quality, safety, and integrity of acupuncture in Hawaii. It 
would lower professional standards and allow inadequately trained people to practice acupuncture, by giving 
the Board of Medical Examiners sole regulatory jurisdiction over the practice of acupuncture by physicians and 
physician 's assistants. 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expertise to regulate the practice of acupuncture in this way. Only 
the Board of Acupuncture can appropriately do so, and their current regulatory standards are the safest approach 
to delivering quality acupuncture to the public. 

Our current education requirements for acupuncture licensure include 3,240 hours of instruction, graduation 
from an accredited acupuncture college, and passage of national certification exams. With all due respect for the 
extensive training MDs receive, their education focuses primarily on pharmaceutical and surgical approaches to 
illness, and they typically receive little or no training in acupuncture and oriental medicine. 

The regulation of a professional practice should bc vested in the hands of senior members of that profession, 
who are fully qualified to sel professional standards for the practice. It is clearly the responsibility of the Board 
of Acupuncture, not any other party, to regulate acupuncture. Just as we would not allow the Board of 
Acupuncture to regulate pharmaceutical drugs or surgery, we should not place the regulation of acupuncture in 
the hands of those who are not adequately trained in acupuncture. 

Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same opportunity as anyone else to earn 
legitimate certification in a responsible manner, without loopholes or shortcuts. SB 1507 would create a 
population of inadequately trained acupuncture practitioners. 

Acupuncture licensure should not be taken lightly. It is a serious mattcr of public safety, medical ethics, and the 
health of our citizens. Please do not underminc the integrity of the acupuncture profession in our state. Thank 
you for the opportunity to submit testimony on thi s bill. I look forward to hearing of your opposition to SB 1507. 

Sincerely, 

Catherine AF Dichner 
204 Kalalau Street 
Honolulu, HI 96825 
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green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Kristin Takehara 

Kristin Takehara [kristintakehara@hotmaiLcomj 
Thursday, February 03 , 2011 10:41 AM 
HTHTestimony 
Opposing Senate Bill 1507 

99-670 Kaulainahee Place 
Aiea, HI 96701 
February 3rd, 20 II 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair 
Senate Health Comminee 

Re: Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 
(Hearing scheduled for Friday, February 4, 20 II , at 4:00 p.m. in Room 229) 

Dear Senator Josh Green, Chair, Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair, and other distinguished 
members of the Committee, 

I am wri ting to strongly urge your opposition to SB 1507 relating to acupuncture. This bill would be 
harmful to healthcare consumers because it would undermine the quality, safety, and integrity of 
acupuncture in Hawaii. It would lower professional standards and allow inadequately trained 
people to practice acupuncture, by giving the Board of Medical Examiners sole regulatory 
jurisdiction over the practice of acupuncture by physicians and physician's assistants. 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expertise to regulate the practice of acupuncture in this 
way. Only the Board of Acupuncture can appropriately do so, and their current regulatory standards 
are the safest approach to delivering quality acupuncture to the public. 

Our current education requirements for acupuncture licensure include 3,240 hours of instruction, 
graduation from an accredited acupuncture college, and passage of national certification exams. 
With all due respect for the extensive training tvIDs receive, their education focuses primarily on 
pharmaceutical and surgical approaches to illness, and they typically receive lin Ie or no training in 
acupuncture and oriental medicine. 

The regulation of a professional practice should be vested in the hands of senior members of that 
profession, who are fully qualified to set professional standards for the practice. It is clearly the 
responsibility of the Board of Acupuncture, not any other party, to regulate acupuncture. Just as we 
would not allow the Board of Acupuncture to regulate pharmaceutical drugs or surgery, we should 
not place the regulation of acupuncture in the hands of those who are not adequately trained in 
acupuncture. 



Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same opportunity as anyone 
else to earn legitimate certification in a responsible manner, without loopholes or shortcuts. 
SB 1507 would create a population of inadequately trained acupuncture practitioners. 

Acupuncture licensure should not be taken lightly. It is a serious matter of public safety, medical 
ethics, and the health of our citizens. Please do not undermine the integrity of the acupuncture 
profession in our state. Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony on this bill. I look 
forward to hearing of your opposition to SB1507. 

Sincerely, 
Kristin Takehara 
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green1 . Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Senator Green, 

elizabeth nelson [hawaiiHz@yahoo.comJ 
Thursday, February 03, 2011 10:45 AM 
HTHTestimony 
S81507 

I am surprised and disappointed that the legislature would attempt to have the ancient and wonderful practice of 
acupuncture regulated and practiced by people who do not have the extensive training necessary to assure that 
clients have the quality we deserve. 

So therefore I am asking that you and your committee oppose the passage of S8 1507. 

Thank you for your consideration. Acupuncture has been helping my arthritis and bowel problems for several 
years now and I very much believe in this practice. Please let it only be practiced by qualified practitioners. 

Elizabeth Nelson, RN, MPH 



green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

John J Walsh 
250 E Kuiaha Rd . 
Haiku, HI 96708 
February 3rd , 2011 

Jack Walsh Uackw@imaginate.com] 
Thursday , February 03 , 2011 9:54 AM 
HTHT estimony 
Quality Acupuncture 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara , Vice Chair 
Senate Health Committee 
Re: Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 
(Hearing scheduled for Friday, February 4, 2011 , at 4:00 p.m. in Room 229) 
Dear Senator Josh Green, Chair, Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair, and other distinguished 
members of the Committee, 

I am writing to strongly urge your opposition to SB1507 relating to acupuncture. This bill would be 
harmful to healthcare consumers because it would undermine the quality, safety, and integrity of 
acupuncture in Hawaii. It would lower professional standards and allow inadequately trained people 
to practice acupuncture, by giving the Board of Medical Examiners sale regulatory jurisdiction over 
the practice of acupuncture by physicians and physician's assistants. 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expertise to regulate the practice of acupuncture in this 
way. Only the Board of Acupuncture can appropriately do so, and their current regulatory standards 
are the safest approach to delivering quality acupuncture to the public. 

Our current education requirements for acupuncture licensure include 3,240 hours of instruction, 
graduation from an accredited acupuncture college, and passage of national certification exams. With 
all due respect for the extensive training MDs receive, their education focuses primarily on 
pharmaceutical and surgical approaches to illness, and they typically receive little or no training in 
acupuncture and oriental medicine. 

The regulation of a professional practice should be vested in the hands of senior members of that 
profession, who are fully qualified to set professional standards for the practice. It is clearly the 
responsibility of the Board of Acupuncture, not any other party, to regulate acupuncture. Just as we 
would not allow the Board of Acupuncture to regulate pharmaceutical drugs or surgery, we should not 
place the regulation of acupuncture in the hands of those who are not adequately trained in 
acupuncture. 

Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same opportunity as anyone else 
to earn legitimate certification in a responsible manner, without loopholes or shortcuts. SB1507 would 
create a population of inadequately trained acupuncture practitioners. 

Acupuncture licensure should not be taken lightly. It is a serious matter of public safety, medical 
ethics, and the health of our citizens. Please do not undermine the integrity of the acupuncture 
profession in our state. Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony on this bill. I look forward to 

1 



hearing of your opposition to SB1507. 

Sincerely, 

John Walsh 
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green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Dina Monberg 
821 Rosal Way 
San Rafael , CA 94903 

February 3rd , 20 II 

Dina Monberg (dinamonberg99@yahoo.com) 
Thursday, February 03, 201 1 10:26 AM 
HTHT estimony 
Opposition to 58 1507 

To: Senator Josh (in . .'cn, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair 
Senate Health Committee 
Re: Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 
(Hearing scheduled for Fri(by. Fchru:u} --I. 20 J ! . at --I :00 p.m. in Room 229) 

Dear Senator Josh Green, Chair, Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair, and other distinguished members of 
the Comminee, 

I am writing to strongly urge your opposition to S8 1507 relating to acupuncture. This bi1l would be harmful to 
healthcare consumers because it would undennine the quality, safety, and integri ty of acupuncture in Hawaii. It 
would lower professional standards and allow inadequately trained people to practice acupuncture, by giving 
the Board of Medical Examiners so le regulatory j uri sdiction over the practice of acupuncture by physicians and 
physician ' s assistants. 

The Board of Medica l Examiners lacks the expertise LO regulate the practice of acupuncture in this way. Only 
the Board of Acupuncture can appropriately do so, and their current regulatory standards are the safest approach 
to deli vering quality acupwlcture to thc public. 

Our current education req uirements for acupuncture licensure include 3,240 hours of instruction, graduation 
from an accredited acupuncture college, and passage of national certification exams. With al1 due respect for the 
extensive training MDs receive, their education focuses primarily on pharmaceutical and surgical approaches to 
il1ness, and they typica ll y receive little or no training in acupuncture and oriental medicine. 

The regulation of a profess ional practice should be vested in the hands of senior members of that profession, 
who are fully qualified to set professional standards for the practice. It is clearly the responsibility of the Board 
of Acupuncture , not any other party, to regulate acupuncture. Just as we would not allow the Board of 
Acupuncture to regulate pharmaceutical drugs or surgery, we should not place the regulation of acupuncture in 
the hands of those who are not adequately trained in acupuncture. 

Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same opportunity as anyone else to earn 
leg itimate certification in a respo nsible manner, without loopholes or shortcuts. SB 1507 would create a 
population of inadequately trained acupuncture practitioners. 

Acupuncture licensure should not be taken lightly. It is a serious matter of public safety, lllcdica! ethi t::-: , and the 
health of our citizens. Please do not undermine the integrity of the acupuncture profession in our state. Thank 
you for the opportunity to submit testimony on this bill. I look forward to hearing of your opposition to SB 1507. 

1 



green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Thursday, February 03, 2011 10:56 AM 
HTHTestimony 

Cc: merway@hawaii.rr.com 
Subject: Testimony for S81507 on 2/4/2011 4:00:00 PM 

Testimony for HTH 2/4/2011 4:ee:ee PM 581507 

Conference room: 229 
Testifier position: oppose 
Testifier will be present: No 
Submitted by: Marjorie Erway 
Organization: Individual 
Address: PO Box 2807 Kailua Kana, HI 96745 
Phone: 
E-mail: merway@hawaii.rr.com 
Submitted on: 2/3/2911 

Comments: 
This Bill would definitely undermine my access to quality acupuncture . MDs will have 
incomplete and insufficient training to qualify as an acupuncturist, and would exempt them 
from licensure by the Board of Acupuncture. 

Acupuncture licensure should not be taken lightly. It is a serious matter of public safety, 
medical ethics, and the health of our citizens. 

Please do not undermine the integrity of the acupuncture profession in our state. 

I look forward to hearing of your opposition to 581597. 
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green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Ocean Breeze/Bob & Sande [oceanbrz@maui.net] 
Thursday, February 03, 2011 10:57 AM 
HTHTestimony 
Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 relating to Acupuncture 

Dear Senator Josh Green, Chair, Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair, and other distinguished members of the 
Committee, 

I am writing to strongly urge your opposition to S81507 relating to acupuncture. This bill would be harmful to heatthcare 
consumers because it would undermine the qua lity, safety. and integrity of acupuncture in Hawaii. It would lower 
professional standards and allow inadequately trained people to practice acupuncture, by giving the Board of Medical 
Examiners sale regulatory jurisdiction over the practice of acupuncture by physicians and physician's assistants. 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expertise to regulate the practice of acupuncture in this way. Only the Board of 
Acupuncture can appropriately do so, and their current regulatory standards are the safest approach to delivering quality 
acupuncture to the public. 

Our current education requirements for acupuncture licensure include 3,240 hours of instruction, graduation from an 
accredited acupuncture college, and passage of national certification exams. With all due respect for the extensive 
training MDs receive, their education focuses primarily on pharmaceutical and surgical approaches to illness, and they 
typically receive little or no training in acupuncture and oriental medicine. 

The regulation of a professiona l practice should be vested in the hands of senior members of that profession , who are 
fully qualified to set professional standards for the practice . It is clearly the responsibility of the Board of Acupuncture, not 
any other party, to regulate acupuncture. Just as we would not allow the Board of Acupuncture to regulate pharmaceutical 
drugs or surgery, we should not place the regulation of acupuncture in the hands of those who are not adequately trained 
in acupuncture. 

Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same opportunity as anyone e lse 10 earn legitimate 
certification in a responsible manner, without loopholes or shortcuts. SB1507 would create a population of inadequately 
trained acupuncture practitioners. 

Acupuncture licensure should not be taken lightly. 11 is a serious matter of public safety, medical ethics, and the health of 
our citizens. Please do not undermine the integrity of the acupuncture profession in our state. Thank you for the 
opportunity to submit testimony on this bill . I look forward to hearing of your opposition to SB1507. 

Sincerely, 

Sande Greene 

435 Katatau Place 

Kihei HI 96753 

Visit Ocean Breeze Hideaway 
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green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To : 
Subject : 

Beverly Harton (cookorganic@gmail.com) 
Thursday, February 03, 2011 10:58 AM 
HTHTestimony 
Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair 
Senate Health Committee 
Re: Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 
(Hearing scheduled for Friday, February 4, 20 ) 1, at 4:00 p.m. in Room 229) 

Dear Senator Josh Green, Chair, Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair, and other di stinguished members of 
the Committee, 

I am writing to strongly urge your opposition to SB 1507 relating to acupuncture. This bill would be harmful to 
healthcare consumers because it would undermine the quality, safety, and integrity of acupuncture in Hawaii. It 
would lower professional standards and allow inadequately trained people to practice acupuncture, by giving 
the Board of Medical Examiners sole regulatory jurisdiction over the practice of acupuncture by phys icians and 
physician's assistants. 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expertise to regulate the practice of acupuncture in this way. Only 
the Board of Acupuncture can appropriately do so, and their current regulatory standards are the safest approach 
to delivering quality acupuncture to the public. 

Our current education requirements for acupuncture licensure include 3,240 hours of instruction, graduation 
from an accredited acupuncture college, and passage of national certification exams. With all due respect for the 
extensive training MDs receive, their education focuses primarily on pharmaceutical and surgical approaches to 
illness, and they typically receive little or no training in acupuncture and oriental medicine. 

The regulation of a profess ional practice should be vested in the hands of senior members of that profession, 
who are fully qualified to set professional standards for the practice. It is clearly the responsibility of the Board 
of Acupuncture, not any other party, to regulate acupuncture. Just as we would not allow the Board of 
Acupuncture to regulate pharmaceutical drugs or surgery, we should not place the regulation of acupuncture in 
the hands of those who are not adequately trained in acupuncture. 

Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same opportunity as anyone else to eam 
legitimate certification in a responsible manner, without loopholes or shortcuts. SB 1 507 would create a 
population of inadequately trained acupuncture practitioners. 

Acupuncture licensure should not be taken lightly_ It is a serious matter of public safety, medical ethics, and the 
health of our citizcns. Please do not undermine the integrity of the acupuncture profession in our state. Thank 
you for the opportunity to submit testimony on this bill. I look forward to hearing of your opposition to SB I 507. 

Sincerely, 

Beverly Harton 
1994 Alaeloa St 
Honolulu Hawa ii 96821 
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greenl - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Kapfer, Nina C Ms CTR US USA (nina.kapfer@us.army.mil) 
Thursday, February 03, 2011 11 :04 AM 
HTHT estimony 
RE: Bill 1507 (UNCLASSIFIED) 

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Caveats: NONE 

To: Senator Josh Green~ Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara. Vice Chair 
Senate Health Committee 
Re: Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 
(Hearing scheduled for Friday, February 4, 2811, at 4:00 p.m. in Room 229) 

Dear Senator Josh Green, Chair, Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair, and other 
distinguished members of the Committee, 

I am writing to strongl y urge your opposition to SBlS07 relating to acupuncture. This bill 
would be harmful to healthcare consumers because it would undermine the quality, safety, and 
integrity of acupuncture in Hawaii. It would lower professional standards and allow 
inadequately trained people to practice acupuncture, by giving the Board of Medical Examiners 
sale regulatory jurisdiction over the practice of acupuncture by physicians and physician's 
assistants. 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expertise to regulate the practice of acupuncture in 
this way. Only the Board of Acupuncture can appropriately do so, and their current regulatory 
standards are the safest approach to delivering quality acupuncture to the public. 

Our current education requirements for acupuncture licensure include 3,248 hours of 
instruction, graduation from an accredited acupuncture college, and passage of national 
certification exams. With all due respect for the extensive training MDs receive, their 
education focuses primarily on pharmaceutical and surgical approaches to illness, and they 
typically receive little or no training in acupuncture and oriental medicine. 

The regulation of a professional practice should be vested in the hands of senior members of 
that profession , who are fully qualified to set professional standards for the practice. It 
is clearly the responsibility of the Board of Acupuncture, not any other party, to regulate 
acupuncture . Just as we would not allow the Board of Acupuncture to regulate pharmaceutical 
drugs or surgery, we should not place the regulation of acupuncture i n the hands of those who 
are not adequately trained in acupuncture. 

Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same opportunity as anyone 
else to earn legitimate certification in a responsible manner , without loopholes or 
shortcuts. $61507 would create a population of inadequately trained acupuncture 
practitioners. 

Acupuncture licensure should not be taken lightly . It is a serious matter of public safety, 
medical ethics, and the health of our citizens. Please do not undermine the integrity of the 
acupuncture profession in Our state. Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony on 
this bill. I look forward to hearing of your opposition to $B1507. 

Sincerely, 
Nina Kapfer, L.Ac. 



Acupuncturist. Integrative Pain Center 
Dept. of psychology 
TripIer Army Medical Center 
(898) 433 - 1411 

Classification: UNC LASSIFIED 
Caveats: NONE 
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green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent : 
To: 
Subject: 

February 3rd, 2011 

Maria Kolar 
1333 Akahai St. 
Kailua, HI 96734 

maria Kolar [maria-ananda@hotmaiLcomJ 
Thursday , February 03, 2011 11 :05 AM 
HTHT estimony 
Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair 
Senate Health Committee 
Re: Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 
(Hearing scheduled for Friday, February 4, 2011, at 4:00 p.m. in Room 229) 

Dear Senator Josh Green, Chair, Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair, and other distinguished members of the 
Committee, 

I am writing to strongly urge your opposition to 581507 relating to acupuncture. This bill would be harmful to healthcare 
consumers because it would undermine the quality, safety, and integrity of acupuncture in Hawaii, It would lower 
professional standards and allow inadequately trained people to practice acupuncture, by giving the Board of Medical 
Examiners sole regulatory jurisdiction over the practice of acupuncture by physicians and physician's assistants, 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expertise to regulate the practice of acupuncture in this way, Only the Board of 
Acupuncture can appropriately do so, and their current regulatory standards are the safest approach to delivering quality 
acupuncture to the public, 

Our current education requirements for acupuncture licensure include 3,240 hours of instruction, graduation from an 
accredited acupuncture college, and passage of national certification exams. With all due respect for the extensive 
training MDs receive, their education Focuses primarily on pharmaceutical and surgical approaches to illness, and they 
typically receive little or no training in acupuncture and oriental medicine. 

The regulation of a professional practice should be vested in the hands of senior members of that profession, who are 
Fully qualified to set professional standards for the practice. It is clearly the responsibility of the Board of Acupuncture, not 
any other party, to regulate acupuncture, Just as we would not allow the Board of Acupuncture to regulate 
pharmaceutical drugs or surgery, we should not place the regulation of acupuncture in the hands of those who are not 
adequately trained in acupuncture. 

Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same opportunity as anyone else to earn legitimate 
certification in a responsible manner, without loopholes or shortcuts. 561507 would create a population of inadequately 
trained acupuncture practitioners. 

Acupuncture licensure should not be taken lightly. It is a serious matter of public safety, medical ethics, and the health of 
our citizens. Please do not undermine the integrity of the acupuncture profeSSion in our state. Thank you for the 
opportunity to submit testimony on this bill, I look forward to hearing of your opposition to 5B1507. 

Sincerely, 

Maria Kolar 

1 



green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

S. Laakea Laano Ilaakea@hawaiiantel.net] 
Thursday , February 03, 2011 11 :07 AM 
HTHT estimony 
Opposition to S81507 

Dear distinguished members of the Senate Health Committee, 

1 am writing to strongly urge you r opposition to S81507 which would give certain medical practitioners the right to practice 
acupuncture under the sale jurisdiction of the Hawaii Board of Medical Examiners. 

Many others who are opposed to this bill will point out that it would undermine the safety of acupuncture services in 
Hawai i. You may think thai physicians, physician's assistants and osteopathic physicians are highly trained professionals 
who are more than capable of "sticking a few needles in people". On this point, I agree that they would probably not pose 
a threat to patient safety. However, the danger is that they mislead the patient into believing that they are receiving 
'Acupuncture' in the true spirit of the word and the system of medicine it represents. 

It is wonderful that Western allopathic medicine is increasing ly embracing alternative forms of healthcare. However, we 
must all be careful that the Western view of Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM) doesn't lead to some kind of Western 
adoption of TCM that waters it down, reduces training of practitioners to a few weekends, and expects it to be yet another 
quick-fix. Acupuncture is its own system of medicine, with a fully developed diagnostic method and patterns of disease 
that are not comparable to the Western view of medicine. Research studies attribute the efficacy of acupuncture to the 
release of endorphins, but TCM practitioners know that it's something beyond that . . . and to understand the how's & 
why's of it takes 3,240 hrs - 4 yrs. - of training and at least 2 national exams. Consumers should not be led to assume 
that acupuncture from an MO etc. is the same as acupuncture from a licensed Acupuncturist (l.Ac.) 

If MOs & others want to practice acupuncture , they can and should have to undergo the training that every state requires 
in order to be called an L.Ac. SB1507 seems innocuous in that it's asking for "just another procedure" that would be 
performed by an MO to be overseen by the existing overseers (i.e. Board of Medical Examiners). Yet this procedure -
acupuncture - actually already has its own governing board, the Hawaii Board of Acupuncture, so the bill is really an 
attempt to subsume Acupuncture (and all the income it generates) under the auspices of Western medicine. 

If this bill passes, can we expect that physicians & PAs will someday also be allowed to administer Physical Therapy, 
Chiropractic care , and NaturopathiC medicine under the jurisdiction of the Board of Medical Examiners? All these 
modalities require a similar amount of traini ng as is currently needed to practice Acupuncture. It's a slippery slope! 
Furthermore, most of these alternative healthcare practitioners are sole proprietors of their own businesses, and, as small 
business owners , would suffer from the economic consequences of allowing MOs, PAs, etc. to administer their services. 

I thank you in advance for your careful consideration of S81507 and all related testimony. 

Sincerely, 

S. Laakea Laano, l.Ac. 
47-402 Kamehameha Hwy. 
Kaneohe, HI 96744 
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green1 - Karen 

From : 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Malik Cotter (cottermaui@gmail.com] 
Thursday, February 03, 201 111 :13 AM 
HTHT estimony 
Opposing Senate Bill 1507 relating to acupuncture 

Dear Senator Josh Green, Chair, Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair, and other distinguished members of 
the Committee, 

I am writing to strongly urge your opposition to SB 1507 relating to acupuncture. This bill would be harmful to 
healthcare consumers because it would undermine the quality, safety. and integrity of acupuncture in Hawaii. It 
would lower professional standards and allow inadequately trained people to practice acupuncture, by giving 
the Board of Medical Examiners sale regulatory jurisdiction over the practice of acupuncture by physicians and 
physician 's assistants. 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expertise to regulate the practice of acupuncture in this way. Only 
the Board of Acupuncture can appropriately do so, and their current regulatory standards are the safest approach 
to delivering quality acupuncture to the public. 

Our current education requirements for acupuncture licensure include 3,240 hours of instruction, graduation 
from an accredited acupuncture college, and passage of national certification exams. With all due respect for the 
extensive training MDs receive, their education focuses primarily on pharmaceutical and surgical approaches to 
illness, and they typically receive little or no training in acupuncture and oriental medicine. 

The regulation of a professional practice should be vested in tbe hands of senior members of that profession, 
who are fully qualified to set professional standards for the practice. It is clearly the responsibility of the Board 
of Acupuncture. not any other party. to regulate acupuncture. Just as we would not allow the Board of 
Acupuncture to regulate pharmaceutical drugs or surgery, we should not place the regulation of acupuncture in 
the hands of those who are not adequately trained in acupuncture. 

Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same opportunity as anyone else to earn 
legitimate certification in a responsible manner, without loopholes or shortcuts. S3 1507 would create a 
population of inadequately trained acupuncture practitioners. 

Acupuncture licensure should not be taken lightly. It is a serious matter of public safety, medical ethics, and the 
health of our citi zens. Please do not undennine the integrity of the acupuncture profession in our state. Thank 
you for the opportunity to submit testimony on thi s bi 11 . I look forward to hearing of your opposition to SB 1507. 

Sincerely. 
William Malik Cotter 
Maui, Hawa ii 
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From: 
Sent: 

Steelsmith Natural Health Center {info@drsteelsmith.com] 
Thursday, February 03, 2011 11 :14 AM 

To: 
Subject: 

Kelly Roe 
1153 Kina St 
Kailua, HI 96734 
February 3rd, 2011 

HTHTestimony 
Testimony 

To: Senator Josh Green, Cha ir 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair 
Senate Health Committee 
Re : Testimony Opposing Senate 8ill1507 Relating to Acupuncture 
(Hearing scheduled for Friday, February 4, 2011, at 4:00 p.m. in Room 229) 

Dear Senator Josh Green, Chair, Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair, and other distinguished members of the 
Committee, 

I am writing to strongly urge your opposition to SB1507 relating to acupuncture. This bill wou ld be harmful to healthcare 
consumers because it wou ld undermine the quality, safety, and integrity of acupuncture in Hawaii. It would lower 
professional standards and allow inadequately trained people to practice acupuncture, by giving the Board of Medical 
Examiners sale regulatory jurisdiction over the practice of acupuncture by physicians and physician's assistants. 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expertise to regulate the practice of acupunctu re in this way. Only the Board 
of Acupuncture can appropriately do so, and their current regulatory standards are the safest approach to delivering 
quality acupuncture to the public. 

Our current education requirements for acupunct ure licensure include 3,240 hours of instruction, graduation from an 
accredited acupuncture college, and passage of national certificat ion exams. With all due respect for the extensive 
training MDs receive, their education focuses primarily on pharmaceutical and surgical approaches to illness, and they 
typically receive little or no training in acupuncture and oriental medicine. 

The regu lation of a professional practice should be vested in the hands of senior members of that profession, who are 
ful ly qualified to set professional standards for the practice. It is clearly the responsibility of the Board of Acupuncture, 
not any other party, to regulate acupuncture. Just as we would not allow the Board of Acupuncture to regulate 
pharmaceutical drugs or surgery, we should not place the regulation of acupuncture in the hands of those who are not 
adequately trained in acupuncture. 

Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same opportunity as anyone else to earn legitimate 
certification in a responsible manner, without loopholes or shortcuts. SB1S07 would create a population of inadequately 
trained acupuncture practitioners. 

Acupuncture licensure should not be taken lightly. It is a serious matter of public safety, medical ethics, and the health 
of our citizens. Please do not undermine the integrity of the acupuncture profession in our state. Thank you for the 
opportunity to submit testimony on this bill. I look forward to hearing of your opposition to 581507. 

Sincerely, 

Kelly Roe 
1 



green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Ja ne Stites 
41-037B Hihimanu St. 

Waimanalo, HI 96795 

February 3rd, 2011 

Steelsmith Natural Health Center [info@drSleelsmith .comJ 
Thursday, February 03, 201111 ;11 AM 
HTHTestimony 
Opposing Senate Bi1l1507 Re lating to Acupuncture 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 

Senator Cla rence Nishihara, Vice Chair 

Senate Health Committee 
Re: Testimony Opposing Senate 8i111507 Relating to Acupuncture 
(Hearing scheduled for Friday, February 4,2011, at 4:00 p.m. in Room 229) 

Dear Senator Josh Green, Chair, Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair, and other distinguished members of the 

Committee, 

I am writing to strongly urge your opposition to 5B1507 re lating to acupunctu re. This bill wou ld be harmful to healthcare 
consumers because it would undermine the quality, safety, and integrity of acupuncture in Hawaii. It wou ld lower 
professional standards and allow inadequately trained people to practice acupuncture, by giving the Board of Medical 
Examiners sole regulatory jurisd iction over the practice of acupuncture by physicians and physician's assistants. 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks t he expertise to regulate the practice of acupuncture in this way. Only the Board 
of Acupuncture can appropriately do so, and their current regulatory standards are t he safest approach to delivering 
quality acupuncture to the public. 

Our current education requirements for acupuncture licensure include 3,240 hours of instruction, graduation from an 
accredited acupuncture college, and passage of national certification exams. With all due respect for the extensive 
training MDs receive, their educat ion focuses primarily on pharmaceutical and surgical approaches to illness, and they 
typically receive little or no t rain ing in acupuncture and oriental medicine. 

The regula tion of a professional practice should be vested in the hands of senior members of that profession, who are 
fully qualified to set professional standards for the practice. It is clearly the responsibility of t he Board of Acupuncture, 
not any other party, to regulate acupuncture. Just as we would not allow the Board of Acupuncture to regulate 
pharmaceutical drugs or surgery, we should not place the regulation of acupuncture in the hands of those who are not 
adequately trained in acupuncture . 

Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same opportunity as anyone else to earn legitimate 
certification in a responsible manner, without loopholes or shortcuts. SB1507 would create a population of inadequately 
t rained acupuncture practitioners. 

Acupunctu re licensure should not be taken lightly. It is a serious matter of public safety, medical ethics, and the health 
of our cit izens. Please do not undermine the integri ty of the acupuncture profession in our state. Thank you for the 
opportunity to submit testimony on this bill. I look forward to hearing of your opposition to 5B1507. 

Since rely, 

1 



green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

mailinglist@capitot hawaii,golJ 
Thursday , February 03, 2011 11 :24 AM 
HTHTestimony 
vquitoles@hawaii.rr.com 
Testimony for S81507 on 2/4/2011 4:00:00 PM 
WdOOOOOOO.wps 

Testimony for HTH 2/ 4/ 2011 4:80:00 PM sB1507 

Conference room: 229 
Testifier position : oppose 
Testifier will be present : No 
Submitted by: ANNABE LLE QUITOLES 
Organization: Individual 
Address: 
Phone: 
E-mail : vguitoles@hawaii . rr.com 
Submitted on: 2/3/2011 

Comments: 



green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Kari Chang 
95-1069 Pikokea St. 
Mililani, HI 96789 
February 3rd, 20 11 

kari moses [karimoses1@gmail.com] 
Thursday, February 03, 2011 11 :26 AM 
HTHT estimony 
Re: Testimony Opposing Senate 8 ill1507 Relating to Acupuncture 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair 
Senate Health Committee 
Re: Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 
(Hearing scheduled for Friday, February 4, 2011, at 4 :00 p.m. in Room 229) 

Dear Senator Josh Green, Chair, Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair, and other di stingu ished members of 
the Committee, 

I am writing to strongly urge your opposition to SB 1507 relat ing to acupuncture. This bill would be hannful to 
healthcare consumers because it would undenn ine the quality, safety, and integrity of acupuncture in Hawaii. It 
would lower professional standards and allow inadequately trained people to practice acupuncture, by giving 
the Board of Medical Examiners sole regulatory j uri sdiction over the pract ice of acupuncture by physicians and 
physician's assistants. 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expertise to regulate the practice of acupuncture in thi s way. Only 
the Board of Acupuncture can appropriately do so, and their current regulatory standards are the safest approach 
to delivering quality acupuncture to the publi c. 

Our current education requirements for acupuncture licensure include 3,240 hours of instruction, graduation 
from an accred ited acupuncture college, and passage of national certification exams. With all due respect for the 
extensive training MDs receive, their education focuses primarily on pharmaceutical and surgical approaches to 
illness, and they typically receive little or no training in acupuncture and orienta l medicine. 

The regu lation of a professional pract ice should be vested in the hands of senior members of that profession, 
who are fully qualified to set professional standards for the practice. It is clearly the responsibil ity of the Board 
of Acupuncture, not any other party. to regulate acupuncture. Just as we would not allow the Board of 
Acupuncture to regulate pharmaceutical drugs or surgery, we should not place the regulation of acupuncture in 
the hands of those who are not adequately trained in acupuncture. 

Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same opportunity as anyone else to earn 
legitimate certification in a responsible manner, without loopholes or shortcuts. SB 1507 would create a 
population of inadequately trained acupuncture practitioners. 

Acupuncture licensure should not be taken lightly. It is a serious matter of public safety) medical ethics, and the 
health of our citizens. Please do not undermine the integrity of the acupuncture profession in our state. Thank 
you for the opportunity to submit testimony on this bill . I look forward to hearing of your opposition to SB 1507. 

1 



green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Krislie Mey.:r 
690 Mcadow Vista Dr. 
Reno. NV 89511 
February 3rd. 20 11 

Kristie Meyer Iksmeyer617@hotmaiLcom] 
Thursday, February 03, 2011 11 :33 AM 
HTHTestimony 
Opposition to S81507 

To: Senator Josh Gre~n. Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair 
Senate Ilea llh Committee 
Re: Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 
(llcaring scheduled for Friday. February 4, 2011. at 4:00 p.m. in Room 229) 

DcaI' Senator Josh Gn,'en, Chair. Senator Clarence Nishih"lra, Vice Chair, and other distinguished members of 
the Committec. 

I am writing to strongly urge your opposition to SB 1507 relating to acupuncture. This bil1 would be hannful to 
healthcare consumers because it would undermine the quality, safety, alld integrity of acupuncture in Hawaii. Il 
would lower professional standards and allow inadequate ly tn,lincd people to practice acupunchlre, by giving 
the Board of Medical Examiners so le rcgulalory jurisdiction over the prw.:tice ofac.upuncture by physicians and 
physic ian 's assistants. 

'fhc Board of Medical Examint.'rs lacks tbe expert ise to regulate the practice of acupunctu re ill th is way. Only 
the Board of Acupunc ture can appropriately do so, and thcir curre nt regulatory st.:mdards are the safest approach 
to delivcring quality acupuncture to the public. 

OUf current education n::quirements IDr acupuncture licensure include 3,240 hours of instruct ion, graduation 
from .. n accredited acupuncture college. and passage of natiomll cCl'tilication exams. With I.l ll due respect I(lr the 
extensive training MDs receive. their education focuses primarily on pharmaceutical and surgical approaches to 
ill ness. and they typic .. ll y rece ive little or no train ing in acuptlJlcture and oriental medicine. 

The regulation of a profess ion .. 1 practice should be vested in the hands of sen ior members of that profession, 
who arc fu lly qualified to set professiona l standards for the pract ice. It is clearly the responsib ili ty of the Board 
of Acupunchlre, not any other party, to regulate acupuncture. Just as we would no t allow the Board o/" 
Acupuncture to reguhlt .. • phannaccutic,11 drugs or surgery, we should no t place the regulation ofacupullcture in 
the hands of those who are not adequatel y trained in acupuncture. 

Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture currentl y has the same opportunity as an yone else to earn 
legit imate ccrtilication in a rcsponsible manner, withoul loopholes Of shortcuts. S13IS07 would creale a 
population of inadcqllaldy trained acupuncture practitioners . 



Acupuncture licensure shOllld not be mkcn lightly . It is a se rious matter of public safety, medical ethics, and the 

heal th of our ci tizens. Please do not undermine the in.tegrity of the acupuncture profession in our state. Than k 
you for the o pportuni ty to submit testimony on thi s bill. I look fOtward to hearing of your opposition to SB1507. 

Sincerely_ 

Kristie Meyer 

2 



green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Yvonne Chotzen [yvonne@illuminataglobal .comj 
Thursday, February 03, 2011 11:42 AM 
HTHTestimony 
do Not Pass the proposed changes to the acupuncture bill 

'Yvonne Cfzotzen 

Yvonne Chotzen 
3234659877 



green1 - Karen 

From: caring@eartharts.us 
Sent: 
To: 

Thursday, February 03, 2011 11:44 AM 
HTHT estimony 

Subject: Testimony Opposing S8 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 

From: 
Catherine Carter 
1720 saint Louis Drive 
Honolulu. HI 96816 

February 3rd. 2011 

To: Senator Josh Green. Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara. Vice Chair 
Senate Health Committee 
Re : Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acu puncture (Hearing scheduled for 
Friday. February 4, 2011. at 4:90 p.m. in Room 229) 

Dear Senator Josh Green. Chair. Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair. and other 
disti nguished members of the Committee, 

I am very concerned to l earn that the Hawaii Senate is considering passage of SB1S07, 
specifically the portions t hat re l ate to acupuncture . I have been a l ong time advocate of 
acupuncture s i nce years ago when I was successfully treated f or i nfertility (afte r t wo yea r s 
of treatment by Western medicine didn't work) by Dr . Longo at the Traditional Chinese Medical 
College of Hawaii on the Big I s l and . During my treatment. and subsequent treatment for other 
health concerns, I saw firsthand the long and detailed training that the students there 
underwent in their mastery of acupuncture. 

I am writing t o strongly urge your opposition to 581507 relating to acupuncture. This bill 
would be harmful to healthcare consumers because it would undermine the quality, safety. and 
i ntegri ty of acupuncture in Hawaii. I t would lowe r prof essional standards and allow 
inadequately trained people to pract i ce acupuncture . by giving the Board of Med i cal Examiners 
sole regulatory jurisdiction over the practice of ac upuncture by physicians and phys i cian' s 
assistants . 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expertise to regulate the pract i ce of acupuncture in 
this way . Only the Board of Acupuncture can appropriately do so, and their current regulatory 
standards are the safest approach to delivering quality acupuncture to the pUblic. 

Our current education requirements for acupuncture licensure i nclude 3.240 hours of 
instruction. graduation from an accredited acupuncture college. and passage of national 
certification exams . With all due respect for the extensive train ing MDs receive, their 
education focuses primarily on pharmaceutical and surgical approaches to illness, and they 
typically receive lit t le or no training in ac upunctu re and oriental medicine. 

The regulation of a professi onal practice should be vested in the hands of senior members of 
that profession. who are fully qualified to set professional standards for t he practice. I t 
is cl ear l y the responsibility of the Board of Acupuncture. not any other party. to regulate 
acupuncture. 
Just as we would not allow the Board of Ac upuncture to regulate pharmaceutical drugs or 
surgery, we should not pl ace the regulation of acupuncture in the hands of those who are not 
adequately trained in acupuncture. 

1 



Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same opportunity as anyone 
else to earn legitimate certification in a responsible manner~ without loopholes or 
shortcuts. 581587 would create a population of inadequately trained acupuncture 
practitioners. 

Acupuncture licensure should not be taken lightly . It is a serious matter of public safety I 
medical ethics, and the health of our citizens. Please do not undermine the integrity of the 
acupuncture profession in our state. 
Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony on this bill. I look forward to hearing of 
your opposition to 581587. 

Sincerely~ 

1 



green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

betsy brandt Imb96817@yahoo.com] 
Thursday, February 03, 2011 11 :21 AM 
HTHTestimony 
Not Support SB 1507 

I have recieved acupuncture as part of my integrated treatment for cancer from an accredited acupuncturist. SB 
1507 would undermine the quality of sueh care since it does not require the same amount and type of education 
and training of MDs to perform acupuncture. MDs have specialty areas in which they are required to train and 
complete exams to be Board Certified. Unless the same rigorous training and testing ofMOs is required for 
acupuncture. the quality of care in this field wi ll be compromised. 

I do not support thi s bill, SB 1507. 

Mary E Brandt 
5 t Dowsen Ave. 
I1 onolulu, HI 968 I 7 



not place the regulation of acupuncture in the hands of those who are not adequately trained in 
acupuncture. 

Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same opportunity as anyone 
else to earn legitimate certification in a responsible manner, without loopholes or shortcuts. 
SB 1507 would create a population of inadequately trained acupuncture practitioners. 

Acupuncture licensure should not be taken lightly. It is a serious matter of public safety,medical 
eth ies, and the health of our citizens. Please do not undermine the integrity of the acupuncture 
profession in our state. Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony on this bill. I look 
forward to hearing of your opposition to SB 1507. 

Sincerely, 

Domenica Sattler 

2 



green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

February 3, 2011 

clairechao@aol .com 
Thursday , February 03, 2011 12:44 PM 
HTHT estimony 
TESTIMONY OPPOSING SENATE BILL 1507 RELATING TO ACUPUNCTURE - FEB 4, 
2011 - 4:00 PM 

Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice-Chair 
Health Commitee 

TESTIMONY OPPOSING SENATE BILL 1507 RELATING TO ACUPUNCTURE 

For the last five years I have received regular medical and therapeutic care from Jayne Tsuchiyama, 
M.STO.M., DipI.O.M., L.Ac., a licensed acupuncturist in Honolulu . These acupuncture treatments 
have resulted in significant improvements in several health 
conditions including hypertension, hypothyroid and joint pain. Over the years I have referred more 
than 20 friends to Ms Tsuchiyama, and the vast majority experienced positive results or receive 
ongoing care from her. 

I hope that many others may experience the same benefits from acupuncture treatments in the future . 
Therefore, I am writing to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 1507, which would repeal the 
authority of the Board of Acupuncture to regulate the practice of acupuncture by physicians, 
osteopathic physicians, and physician's assistants. 

I firmly believe that the depth of analysis and quality of care I have experienced in my treatments 
were due to my acupuncturist's extensive specialized training . Bill 1507 bill will mislead patients into 
choosing a physician for acupuncture care, as the patient would assume that a medical doctor would 
have undergone equivalent or more training. In reality, this bill will allow physicians to practice 
acupuncture after 200 to 300 hours of non-accredited training, whereas licensed acupuncturists are 
required over 3,240 hours of training in an accredited Master of Science program. 

As a patient, I value the right to make informed decisions about my health care. I urge the state of 
Hawaii to oppose SB 1507. 

Sincerely, 

Claire Chao 

418 Maono Loop 
Honolulu 
Hawaii 96821 
t 808.377.1891 
e clairechao@aol.com 

1 



green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subj ect: 

Shannan O'Shea 
PO Box 237 

Sharman OShea [sharmanB08@yahoo.comj 
Thursday, February 03, 201112:37 PM 
HTHT estimony 
Testimony Opposing Senate Bi1l1507 Relating to Acupuncture 

Kailua-Ko!lH. ! hmaij 96745 

h:hrllary :lrd. 2011 
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green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Elizabeth Posse 

themassagecorner@aol.com 
Thursday, February 03, 2011 1:30 PM 
HTHT estimony 
Re: Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 

1777 Ala Moana Blvd., 2nd FI. 
Honolulu, HI 96815 

February 3rd, 2011 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair 
Senate Health Committee 
Re: Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 
(Hearing scheduled for Friday, February 4, 2011, at 4:00 p.m. in Room 229) 

Dear Senator Josh Green, Chair, Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair, and other 
distinguished members of the Committee, 

I am writing to strongly urge your opposition to SB1507 relating to acupuncture. This bill 
would be harmful to healthcare consumers because it would undermine the quality, safety, 
and integrity of acupuncture in Hawaii. It would lower professional standards and allow 
inadequately trained people to practice acupuncture, by giving the Board of Medical 
Examiners sole regulatory jurisdiction over the practice of acupuncture by physicians and 
physician's assistants. 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expertise to regulate the practice of 
acupuncture in this way. Only the Board of Acupuncture can appropriately do so, and their 
current regulatory standards are the safest approach to delivering quality acupuncture to 
the public. 

Our current education requirements for acupuncture licensure include 3,240 hours of 
instruction, graduation from an accredited acupuncture college, and passage of national 
certification exams. With all due respect for the extensive training MDs receive, their 
education focuses primarily on pharmaceutical and surgical approaches to illness, and 
they typically receive little or no training in acupuncture and oriental medicine. 

The regulation of a professional practice should be vested in the hands of senior members 
of that profession, who are fully qualified to set professional standards for the practice. It is 
clearly the responsibility of the Board of Acupuncture, not any other party, to regulate 
acupuncture. Just as we would not allow the Board of Acupuncture to regulate 



pharmaceutical drugs or surgery, we should not place the regulation of acupuncture in the 
hands of those who are not adequately trained in acupuncture. 

Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same opportunity as 
anyone else to earn legitimate certification in a responsible manner, without loopholes or 
shortcuts. SB1507 would create a population of inadequately trained acupuncture 
practitioners. 

Acupuncture licensure should not be taken lightly. It is a serious matter of public safety, 
medical ethics, and the health of our citizens. Please do not undermine the integrity of the 
acupuncture profession in our state. Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony on 
this bill. I look forward to hearing of your opposition to SB1507. 

Sincerely, 
Elizabeth Posse 

2 



green1 • Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Freed Laurie (lfreed@hawaiLrr.com] 
Thursday. February 03. 2011 1:29 PM 
HTHT estimony 
Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair 
Senate Health Committee 
Re: Test imony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 
(Hearing scheduled for Friday, February 4, 2011, at 4:00 p.m. in Room 229) 

Dear Senator Josh Green, Chair, Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair, and other di stinguished members of 
the Committee, 

I am writing to strongly urge your opposition to SBl507 relating to acupuncture. This bill would be harmful to 
healthcare consumers because it would undermine the quality, safety, and integrity of acupuncture in Hawaii . It 
would lower professional standards and allow inadequately trained people to practice acupuncture, by giving 
the Board of Medical Examiners sale regu latory jurisdiction over the practice of acupuncture by physicians and 
physician's assistants. 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expertise to regulate the practice of acupuncture in this way. Only 
the Board of Acupuncture can appropriately do so, and their current regulatory standards are the safest approach 
to delivering quality acupuncture to the public. 

Our current education requirements for acupuncture licensure include 3,240 hours of instruction, graduation 
from an accredited acupuncture college, and passage of national certification exams. With all due respect for the 
extensive training MDs receive, their education focuses primarily on pharmaceutical and surgical approaches to 
illness, and they typically receive little or no training in acupuncture and oriental medicine. 

The regulat ion of a professional practice should be vested in the hands of senior members of that profession, 
who are fully qualified to set professional standards for the practice. It is clearly the responsibility of the Board 
of Acupuncture, not any other party, to regulate acupuncture. Just as we would not allow the Board of 
Acupuncture to regulate phannaceutical drugs or surgery, we should not place the regulation of acupuncture in 
the hands of those who are not adequately trained in acupuncture. 

Any physician who wants to pract ice acupuncture currently has the same opportunity as anyone else to earn 
legitimate certification in a responsible manner, without loopholes or short·cuts. SB 1507 would create a 
population of inadequately trained acupuncture practitioners. 

Acupuncture licensure should not be taken lightly. It is a serious matter of public safety, medical ethics, and the 
health of our citizens. Please do not undennine the integrity of the acupuncture profession in our state. Thank 
you for the opportunity to submit testimony on this bi.ll. I look forward to hearing of your opposition to SB 1507. 

Sincerely, 

Laurie Freed 

Laurie 

1 



green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 

Dr. Marilyn Walkey {marilynwalkey@hotmail.comJ 
Thursday, February 03, 2011 1 :25 PM 

To: HTHT estimony 
Subject: Testimony for 561507 on 2/4/2011 4:00:00 PM 

Testimony for HTH 2/4/ 2011 4:00:00 PM 561507 

Conference room: 229 
Testifier position: oppose 
Testifier will be present: No 
Submitted by: Marilyn Walkey MD, L.Ac, 
Organization: Individual 
Address: 7875 SW Alden St Portland OR 
Phone: 503-608-8155 
E-mail: marilynwalkey@hotmail.com 
Submitted on: 2/3/ 2011 

Comments: 
Licensed Acupuncturist, or MO with &quot;medical acupuncture&quot; training? 

Whom should you choose to treat you? 
I have a problem with double standards. I don't believe in them, and I don't think that they should apply to any field of 

health care. At the present time, Oregon State law requires acupuncturists to obtain a license to perform acupuncture. As 
part of our training, we devote 3-4 years to obtaining a postgraduate education, as well as over 1000 hours of 
observation and supervised clinical training. We are required during that training to begin to understand and master a 
complex science of healing which has been in existence for over two thousand years. We attend many hours of lectures 
from professors of various subspecialties with wide-ranging experience and wealth of knowledge. We read widely varying 
textbooks from ancient to modern. We receive detailed training in the methods of differential diagnosis, and treatment 
planning. We have years of hands-on experience on each other and more than 2 years of needling instruction. We begin 
to leave the left-brain thinking behind, and start to think in terms of yin and yang. This process allows us to approach 
complex and chronic disease with new ways of healing, very often after western medical doctors have given up hope. 

Now about that double standard: presently in the 5tate of Oregon, medical doctors can perform acupuncture with no 
training whatsoever. This is a travesty to our profession. It assumes that MO's have some sort of magical ability to discern 
our medicine with no training whatsoever. This law must change. MO's must be held to the same exact standard as every 
other healthcare professional who wishes to practice acupuncture. 

As a medical doctor who attended and passed a Medical Acupuncture course, I know what that training entails. When I 
completed it, I had seen 70 videotapes, all given by one MO instructor. I had been to 5 days of lecture, and needled 3 
people, all of them other MO's attending the course. I had not treated one patient on my own. I did not know how to 
make a Chinese Medical diagnosis, develop a treatment plan, analyze pulse, evaluate tongue. Furthermore, I had no idea 
of what acupuncture and Chinese herbs could actually do, and therefore I didn't know when to send patients to a licensed 
acupuncturist. I don't believe that MO's with 300 hours of Medical Acupuncture training can safely and competently 
practice acupuncture. 

Hawaii and New Mexico are the only states which holds physicians to the same standard as others wishing to practice 
acupuncture. All healthcare professionals should be held to the same standard in order to protect the people and insure 
that all those who receive acupuncture are treated safely and competently. 

Dr. Marilyn Walkey MD, LAc 
Oregon's only MO Acupuncturist 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

cassie Paguio 
91·209 Makalauna Place 
Ewa Beach, HI 96706 
February 3rd, 2011 

Cassie Paguio (cpaguio0319@yahoo.com) 
Thursday, February 03, 2011 1 :17 PM 
HTHTestimony 
Opposition to S81 507 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair 
Senate Health Committee 
Re: Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 
(Hearing scheduled for Friday, February 4, 2011, at 4:00 p.m. in Room 229) 

Dear Senator Josh Green, Chair, Senator darence Nishihara, Vice Chair, and other distinguished members of the 
Committee, 

1 am writing to strongly urge your opposition to 561507 relating to acupuncture. This bill would be harmful to healthcare 
consumers because it would undermine the quality, safety, and integrity of acupuncture in Hawaii. It would lower 
professional standards and allow inadequately trained people to practice acupuncture, by giving the Board of Medical 
Examiners sole regulatory jurisdiction over the practice of acupuncture by physicians and physician's assistants. 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expertise to regulate the practice of acupuncture in this way. Only the Board of 
Acupuncture can appropriately do so, and their current regulatory standards are the safest approach to delivering quality 
acupuncture to the public. 

Our current education requirements for acupuncture licensure Include 3,240 hours of instruction, graduation from an 
accredited acupuncture college, and passage of national certification exams. With all due respect for the extensive 
training MDs receive, their education focuses primarily on pharmaceutical and surgical approaches to illness, and they 
typically receive little or no training In acupuncture and oriental medicine. 

The regulation of a professional practice should be vested in the hands of senior members of that profession, who are 
fully qualified to set professional standards for the practice. It is clearly the responsibility of the Board of Acupuncture, not 
any other party, to regulate acupuncture. Just as we would not allow the Board of Acupuncture to regulate 
pharmaceutical drugs or surgery, we should not place the regulation of acupuncture in the hands of those who are not 
adequately trained in acupuncture. 

Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same opportunity as anyone else to earn legitimate 
certification in a responsible manner, without loopholes or shortcuts. SB1507 would create a population of inadequately 
trained acupuncture practitioners. 

Acupuncture licensure should not be taken lightly. It is a serious matter of public safety, medical ethics, and the health of 
our citizens. Please do not undermine the integrity of the acupuncture profession in our state. Thank you for the 
opportunity to submit testimony on this bill. I look forward to hearing of your opposition to 581507. 

Sincerely, 
Cassie Paguio 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Bethany M. Doescher~ 

1471 Pueo 5t . 
Honolulu, HI. 96816 

February 3rd , 2011 

bethanydoescher@bigplanet.com 
Thursday, February 03, 2011 1:19 PM 
HTHTestimony 
Opposition to S81507 

D.V .M. 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chair Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair Senate Health Committee 

Re: Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture (Hearing scheduled for 
Friday, February 4, 2011, at 4:00 p.m. in Room 
229) 

Dear Senator Josh Green, Chair, Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair, and other 
distinguished members of the Committee, 

I am writing to strongly urge your opposition to SB1507 relating to acupuncture. This bill 
would be harmful to healthcare consumers because it could undermine the quality , safety, and 
integrity of acupuncture in Hawaii. Giving the Board of Medical Examiners sole regulatory 
jurisdiction over the practice of acupuncture by physicians and physician's assistants would 
lower professional standards and allow inadequately trained people to practice acupuncture. 

With all due respect for the extensive training MDs receive, their education focuses 
primarily on pharmaceutical and surgical approaches to illness, and they typically receive 
little or no training in 
acupuncture and oriental medicine. In my personal and professional 
experience many medical doctors trained in traditional medicine do not understand the 
philosophy or practice of acupuncture therapy, nor do they recognize the benefits of such 
treatments which I have experienced first hand. It would be unethical to pass off the 
certification of acupuncture practitioners into the hands of individuals who are untrained in 
this discipline. The regulation of a professional practice should be vested in the hands of 
senior members of that profession, who are fully qualified to set professional standards for 
the practice. 

Current education requirements for acupuncture licensure include 3, 240 hours of instruction, 
graduation from an accredited acupuncture college, and passage of national certification 
exams. It is clearly the responsibility of the Board of Acupuncture, not any other party, to 
regulate acupuncture . The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expertise to regulate the 
practice of acupuncture in this way, Only the Board of Acupuncture can appropriately do so, 
and their current regulatory standards are the safest approach to delivering quality 
acupuncture to the public. 

All professional ·licensure should be taken seriously because it is a matter of public safety, 
medical ethics, and the health of our citizens. Please do not undermine the integrity of the 
acupuncture profession in our state . 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony on this bill . I look forward to hearing of 
your opposition to 5B1507. 



green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Pat Matsuda {pmatsuda@hawaiiantel.net) 
Thursday , February 03, 201112:51 PM 
HTHT estimony 
Fwd: Legislative Alert Your Immediate Help is Needed 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Or. Laurie Steelsmith" 
Date: February 3, 2011 ;~:'M"~"i' 
To: pmatsuda@hawaiiantel.net 
Subject: Legislatlve Alert: Your Immediate Help is Needed 

If you're h,wing trouble viewillq 111:' .. (,11'lO'l. you may ~It online, 

Please emai l your messages to: HTHTestimony@Capitol.hawaii.e,ov 

Pat Matsuda 
407 Hoomalu street 
February 3rd , 2011 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair 
Senate Health Committee 
Re: Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 
(Hearing scheduled for Friday, February 4, 201 1, at 4:00 p,m. in Room 229) 

Share ThIs: D 

Dear Senator Josh Green, Chair, Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair, and other 
di stinguished members of the Committee, 

J am writing to strongly urge your opposition to SB 1507 relating to acupuncture. This bill 
would be hannful to healthearc consumers because it would undennine the quality, 
safety, and integrity of acupuncture in Hawaii. It would lower professional standards and 
allow inadequately trained people to practice acupuncture, by giving the Board of 
Medical Examiners sole regulatory jurisdiction over the practice of acupuncture by 
physicians and physician ' s assistants. 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expert ise to regulate the practice of 
acupuncture in this way. Only the Board of Acupuncture can appropriate ly do so, and 
their current regulatory standards arc the safest approach to delivering quality 
acupuncture to the public. 

Our current education requirements for acupuncture licensure include 3,240 hours of 



instruction, graduation from an accredited acupuncture college, and passage of national 
certification exams. With all due respect for the extensive training MDs receive, their 
education focuses primarily on phannaceutical and surgical approaches to illness, and 
they typically receive little or no training in acupuncture and oriental medicine. 

The regulation of a professional practice should be vested in the hands of senior members 
of that profession, who are fully qualified to set professional standards for the practice. It 
is clearly the responsibility of the Board of Acupuncture, not any other party, to regulate 
acupuncture. Just as we would not allow the Board of Acupuncture to regulate 
phannaceutical drugs or surgery, we should not place the regulation of acupuncture in the 
hands of those who are not adequately trained in acupuncture. 

Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same opportunity as 
anyone else to earn legitimate certification in a responsible manner, without loopholes or 
shortcuts . SB I 507 would create a population of inadequately trained acupuncture 
practitioners. 

Acupuncture licensure should not be taken lightly. It is a serious matter of public safety, 
medical ethics, and the health of our citizens. Please do not undermine the integrity of the 
acupuncture profession in our state. Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony on 
this bill. I look forward to hearing of your opposition to SB1507. 

Sincerely, 
Pat Matsuda 

438 Hobron Lane, Suite V- 6 I Honolulu, HawaII USA 96815 

111.S t'tn.J ,1 was sent to Dmatsuda@hawaiiantel,net. ! Co CI,SU(t< U-,at you contlnu? I'ecelvlng VI[ ernCl' ls, pleal'.(' add lI~, 

to )'ow i,<kp 0:::.:> book or sa fe list 

, 



Alex StcelS1l1ith 
438 Ilobro n Lanc, Ste, V-3 

Honolulu . HI 96815 

Febnlllry 3rd, 20 II 

Senator Josh GreC'n. M.D., Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Viee Cha ir 
Senate Health COl11millCC 
Re: PLEASE OPPOSf. SENATE BILL IS07 RELATING TO ACUPUNCTURE 

Hcaring.: rriday_ 2/4120 II. 4:00 p.m . 

To the Honorable Senator Josh Cireen. Chair. and the Honorable Senator Clarcnec Nishihara, Vice Chair: 

As a longl"illlC Hawaii resident, I'm writing to ask you to plcasc oppose S[3 1507. l3y giving thc Hawai i 
medical board rcgulatory jurisdict io n ovcr the practice of acupuncture by celtai n phys icians and 
physic ian ' s f1SSiSi:lIlIS. SB 1507 would bc deirinJC.lltal to the practice of acupuncture in I-Iawaii, It \vould 
allow acupuncture to be practiced in some cases by peoplc who aren't sufficiently trained in acupuncture . 
Physic ia ns and physician' s assistill1ts arc highl.y trai ned iilld I'l'SPCClCd for tlleir areas of c~pcrtjse_ bUllhat 
is cel1a inly I\() justi tication for exempting the m from the regu latory jurisdiction of the Board of 
Acupullcture and th.;' ru les that apply 10 everyone e lsc. 

Acupuncture is a respected profession in Ilawaii because thc standards o f practice have not been 
com promised. r he regulation of acupunet.ure shou Id be len to the Uoard of Acupuncture, which has done 
a g()od job of IIlainlaining; thOSl' standards. Many of Hawai i' s health care consumers arc fully aware ofihe 
issues in volved in whether or not S I3 1507 passes. If it docs, it will send a clem message to the concerned 
publ ic: Ihal ccrtain indi vi dual s have hcen given a special exemption, and aren't required 10 meet the same 
standards that all others meet. This wi ll make it mo re difficult. not e[lslcr, tor these exempted individuals 
to ga in respect ill the health care cOllllllunity for the sl-rviccs they offer. 

Th is is a critical public srllety issue; preserving hig h standards in the practice ofacupullcturc. as wilJ1 iHly 
other henlth -rclatcd practice. preve nt s the pOlcllIia lly harmful hea lth conseq uences Ihat can result from 
nllowing st:mdards to be lowered. Your responsibility as an elected official is 10 servc the pub lic we.lfare 
and to uphold. not weaken. the 1<I\'<s that protect it. 

Thank you ['or giving thi s important issue your careful consideralion. 

Sincerely yours. 
Alex Steel smith 



green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Lisa Yoshimura [Hsay001@hawaiUr.comJ 
Thursday, February 03, 20111:34 PM 
HTHTestimony 

Subject: Opposition to S81507 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair 
Senate Health Committee 
Re: Testimony Opposing Senate 81111507 Relating to Acupuncture 

Dear Senator Josh Green, Chair, Senator Clarence Nish ihara. Vice Chair, and other distinguished members of the 
Committee. 

I am writing to strongly urge your opposition to 881507 relating to acupuncture . This bill would be harmful to hea llhcare 
consumers because it would undermine the quality, safety . and integrity of acupuncture in Hawai i. It would lower 
professional standards and allow inadequately trained people to practice acupuncture, by giving the Board of Medical 
Examiners sale regulatory jurisdiction over the practice of acupuncture by physicians and physician 'S assistants. 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expertise to regu late the practice of acupuncture in th is way. Only the Board of 
Acupuncture can appropriately do so. and their current regulatory standards are the safest approach to delivering quality 
acupuncture to the public. 

Our current education requirements for acupuncture licensure include 3.240 hours of instruction , graduation from an 
accredited acupuncture COllege. and passage of national certificat ion exams. With all due respect for the extensive 
train ing MDs receive. their education focuses primarily on pharmaceutical and surg ical approaches to illness. and they 
typically receive little or no training in acupuncture and oriental medicine. 

-

The regulation of a professional practice should be vested in the hands of sen ior members of that profession . who are 
fully gua lified to set professional standards for the practice. It is clearly the responsibility of the Board of Acupuncture, not 
any other party. to regulate acupuncture. Just as we would not allow the Board of Acupuncture to regulate pharmaceutical 
drugs or surgery. we should not place the regulation of acupuncture in the hands of those who are not adeguately trained 
in acupuncture. 

-
Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same opportunity as anyone else to earn legitimate 
certification in a responsible manner, without loopholes or shortcuts. S81507 would create a population of inadequately 
trained acupuncture practitioners. 

-
Acupuncture licensure should not be taken lightly. It is a serious matter of public safety . medical ethics, and the health of 
our citizens. Please do not undermine the integrity of the acupuncture profession in our state . Thank you for the 
opportunity to submit testimony on this bill. I look forward to hearing of your opposition to $81507. 

-
Sincerely. 

Usa Yoshimura 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Senator Josh Green, Chair 

PATTY VALENCIA [tarahawaii@hawaiiantel.net] 
Thursday, February 03, 201 1 1 :10 PM 
HTHTestimony 
561507 

I am writing to oppose S81507. 

Quality training/experience is what we have and what we want to continue. 

Thank you 

Margaret Valencia 
1621 Dole 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Th ursday, February 03, 20113:45 PM 
HTHT estimony 
acujoni@yahoo.com 
Testimony for S81507 on 21412011 4:00:00 PM 
$81507- Joni's testimony final.docx 

Testimony for HTH 2/4/2011 4:00:0a PM SB1S07 

Conference room: 229 
Testifier position : oppose 
Testifier will be present : Yes 
Submitted by: Dr. Joni Kroll, O.Ac. 
Organization: AcuPlan Hawaii 
Address: 320 Uluniu Street, Suite 2 Kailua , Hawaii 96734 
Phone: (808)262-4550 
E-mail: acuioni@yahoo.com 
Submitted on: 2/3/2011 

Comments: 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc; 
Subject: 

mailinglist@capitol .hawaiLgov 
Thursday, February 03, 20113:46 PM 
HTHTestimony 
white_bryce@hotmail.com 

Attachments: 
Testimony for 581507 on 2/4/20114:00;00 PM 
5B1507 Opposition Letter MIHB Bryce White.docx 

Testimony for HTH 2/4/2011 4:00:00 PM S81507 

Conference room: 229 
Testifier position : oppose 
Testifier will be present: No 
Submitted by: Bryce White 
Organization : Individual 
Address: P.O . Box 2818 Kamuela, Hi 
Phone: S08 887-0641 
E-mail: white bryce@hotmail.com 
Submitted on: 2/3/2011 

Comments: 
February 3, 2011 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice-Chair 
Health Committee 

RE: Testimony Opposing State Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 

I write in strong opposition to SB1507 as it deregulates the practice of acupuncture and 
essentially eliminates the profeSSional status of Acupuncturists in the state of Hawaii. In 
addition it jeopardizes the public safety by placing a regulatory committee of untrained and 
thus unqualified individuals in charge of overseeing individuals who are minimally trained at 
best . There are no qualification requirements outlined for the practice of acupuncture under 
HRS 453 - a practice which requires thousands of hours of didactic and clinical training as 
well as the passage of national board exams to gain professional status. 

Had I had more opportunity to respond to this matter (as opposed to less than 15 hours since 
first notif ication), I would have drafted a much more thorough response. 

Sincerely, 

Bryce White 
P.O. Box 2818 
Kamuela,Hawaii 

808-887-0641 

1 



February 3, 2011 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice-Choir 
Health Committee 

RE: Testimony Opposing state Senate 81111507 Relating to Acupuncture 

I write in strong opposition to SB 1507 as it deregulates the practice of 
acupuncture and essentially eliminates the professional status of Acupuncturists in the 
state of Hawaii. In addition it jeopardizes the public safety by p lacing a regulatory 
committee of untrained and thus unqualified individuals in charge of overseeing 
individuals who are minimally trained at best. There ore no qualification requirements 
outlined for the practice of acupuncture under HRS 453 - a practice which requires 
thousands of hours of didactic and clinical training as well as the passage of national 
board exams to gain professional status. Please so not minimize nor disrespect this 
ancient and va luable medicine and its practitioners. 

Had I had more opportunity to respond to this matter (as opposed to less than 15 
hours since first notification), I would have drafted a much more thorough response .. 

Sincerely, 

Bryce White 
PO Box 2818 

Kamuela, HI 96743 

80 1.887 .064 1 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Rev. Lisa F 
PO BOX 961 
Captain Cook, Hi. 
96704 
February 3rd, 20 11 

Magicis [magicis@magiciste.com] 
Thursday, February 03, 2011 12:01 PM 
HTHT estimony 
Opposing Senate Bill 1507 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair 
Senate Health Committee 
Re; Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 
(Hearing scheduled for Friday, February 4, 2011, at 4:00 p.m. in Room 229) 

Dear Senator Josh Green, Chair, Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair, and other distinguished members of 
the Committee, 

I am writing to strongly urge your opposition to SB 1507 relating to acupuncture. This bill would be harmful to 
healthcare consumers because it would undermine the quality, safety. and integrity of acupuncture in Hawaii. It 
would lower professional standards and allow inadequately trained people to practice acupuncture, by giving 
the Board of Medical Examiners so le regulatory jurisd iction over the practice of acupuncture by physicians and 
physician's assistants. 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expertise to regulate the practice of acupuncture in this way. Only 
the Board of Acupuncture can appropriately do so, and their current regulatory standards are the safest approach 
to delivering quality acupuncture to the public. 

Our current education requirements for acupuncture licensure include 3,240 hours of instruction, graduation 
from an accredited acupuncture college, and passage of national certification exams. With all due respect [or the 
extensive training MDs receive, thei r education focuses primarily on pharmaceutical and surgical approaches to 
illness. and they typically receive little or no training in acupuncture and oriental medicine. 

The regulation of a professional practice should be vested in the hands of senior members of that profession. 
who are fully qualified to set profess ional standards [or the practice. It is clearly the responsibility of the Board 
of Acupuncture, not any other party, to regulate acupuncture. Just as we would not allow the Board of 
Acupuncture to regu late pharmaceutical drugs or surgery, we should not place the regulation of acupuncture in 
the hands of those who are not adequately trained in acupuncture. 

Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same opportunity as anyone else to earn 
legitimate certification in a responsible manner, without loopholes or shortcuts. SB 1507 would create a 
popUlation of inadequately trained acupuncture practitioners. 

Acupuncture licensure should not be taken lightly. It is a serious matter of public safety, medical ethics, and the 
hcalth of our citizens. Please do not undermine the integrity of the acupuncture profession in our state. Thank 
you for the opportunity to submit testimony on this bill. I look forward to hearing of your opposition to SB 1507. 

1 



Sincerely, 

Lisa French 
808323-3 199 

2 



February 3,2011 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Sena tor Clarence Nishihara, Vice-Choir 
Health Committee 

RE: Testimony Opposing state Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 

I write in strong opposition to SB 1507 as it deregulates the practice of 
acupuncture and essentially eliminates the professional status of Acupuncturists in the 
state of Hawaii. In addition it jeopardizes the public safety by placing a regulatory 
committee of untrained and thus unqualified individuals in charge of overseeing 
individuals who are minimally trained at best. There ore no qualification requirements 
outlined for the practice of acupuncture under HRS 453 - a practice which requires 
thousands of hours of didactic and clin ical training as well as the passage of national 
board exams to gain professional status. Please so not minimize nor d isrespect this 
ancient and valuable medicine and its practitioners. 

Had I had more opportunity to respond to this matter las opposed to less than 15 
hours since first notifica tion), I would have drafted a much more thorough response .. 

Sincerely, 

Melanie Biddle 
PO Box 44953 
Kamuela, HI 96743 
808.938.4509 



green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Noyita Saravia (noyitas@yahoo.com] 
Thursday, February 03, 2011 12:26 PM 
HTHT estimony 
Opposition to 58 1507 

I oppose allowing doctors to practice acupuncture without the same strict standards of education that all other 
acupuncturists are required to have. 



February 3, 2011 

Honorable Member of the Senate 

State of Hawaii 

hearing date for 581507 (physicians) this Friday, February 4th at 4:00pm in 
Conference room 229 of the State Capitol 
RE: Senate Bill 1507 -OPPOSE 
Regulation of the Practice of Acupuncture 

Dear Senator, 

I am writing to express my strong opposition to Senate 8i1l1 507, which would repeal the 
authority of the Board of Acupuncture to regu late the practice of acupuncture by physicians, 

osteopathic physicians, and physician's assistants. 

I am concerned about protecting my future profession and my future patients from allowing 
physicians to practice acupuncture with 300 hours of tra ining in contrast to the 3,240 hours 
required of licensed acupuncturists. in order to be licensed and competently practice 
acupuncture, I'm dedicated myself to a four-year, full-time accredited Master's of Science 
program and am invested over $50,000 in tuition . 

Additionally, the creation ofa separate board to oversee the practice of "medical acupuncture" is 
a double standard. In 2003, the Hawaii Attorney General deemed that "medical acupuncture is 
not sufficiently distinct from traditional acupuncture so as to fall outside the scope of practice of 
acupuncture and physicians licensed by the Board of Medical Examiners cannot practice medical 
acupuncture absent liccnsure by the Board of Acupuncture." 

Please preserve this separation to ensure that patients receive the unique care and experience of 
acupuncture from traditionall y trained practitioners. Please help all the dedicatcd licensed 
acupuncturists maintain our value in the medical field in Hawaii . 

It is for these reasons that the slate of Hawaii must respectfully oppose SB 1507. 

Sincerely, 

Signature 

Shari M. Tsukayama 

Print Full Name 

ro Box 89]]91 
Mililani Hawaii 96189 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Marguerite Doherty (magdoherty@gmail.com] 
Thursday, February 03, 201112:15 PM 
HTHTestimony 

Subject: Measure 581507 

To Whom it May Concern, 

This is testimony against the passing of measure 5B1507, scheduled for consideration at 4pm 
on 02.04.11. If the Hawaii Medical Board wishes to control the field of acupuncture & govern 
how it is applied medically, then they should propel the status of acupuncturists to that of 
primary care physicians. as in New Mexico & California, & require the same rigorous trainings 
for all wishing to practice the modality. 

Thank-you, 
Marguerite Doherty, 
Acupuncture Student & Patient 
Ookala, Hi 96774 

1 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Cherie Martyn 
3926 Waokanaka Street 
Honolulu, HI 968 17 

February 3rd, 20 11 

CHERIE MARTYN Icheriemartyn@gmaiLcomj 
Thursday, February 03, 201112:16 PM 
HTHTestimony 
Opposition to 5 6 1507 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence N ishihara, Vice Chair 
Senate Health Committee 
Rc: Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 
(Hearing scheduled for Friday, February 4, 201 1, at 4 :00 p.m. in Room 229) 

Dear Senator Josh Green, Chair, Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair, and other distinguished members of 
the Committee, 

I am 'WTiting to strongl y urge your opposition to SB 1 507 relating to acupuncture . This bill would be harmful to 
healthcarc consumers because it would undennine the quality, safety, and integrity of acupuncture in Hawaii . It 
would lower professional standards and allow inadequately trained people to practice acupuncture, by giving 
the Board of Medical Examiners sole regulatory jurisdiction over the pract ice of ac upuncture by physicians and 
physician ' s assistants. 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expertise to regulate the practice o[acupuncture in this way. Only 
the Board of Acupuncture can appropriate ly do so, and their current regulatory standards are the safest approach 
to delivering quality ac upuncture to the public. 

Our current education requirements for acupuncture licensure include 3,240 hours of instruction, graduation 
from an accred ited acupuncture college, and passage of national certification exams. With all due respect for the 
extensive training MDs receive, their education focuses primarily on pharmaceuti cal and surgical approaches to 
illness, and they typically rece ive little or no training in acupuncture and o ri enta l medicine. 

The regulation of a professional practice should be vested in the hands of senior members of that profession, 
who are fully qualified to set profess ional standards for the practice. It is clearly the responsibili ty of the Board 
of Acupuncture, not any other party, to regulate acupuncture. Just as we would not allow the Board of 
Acupuncture to regulate pharmaceutical drugs or surgery, we should not place the regulation of acupuncture in 
the hands of those who are not adequately trained in acupuncture. 

Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same opportunity as anyone else to earn 
legitimate certification in a responsible manner, without loopholes or shortcuts. 8 BI 507 would create a 
population of inadequately trained acupuncture practit ioners. 



Acupuncture licensure should not be taken lightly. It is a serious matter of public safety, medical ethics, and the 
health of our citizens. Please do not undennine the integrity of the acupuncture profession in our state. Thank 
you for the opportunity to submit testimony on this bill. I look forward to hearing of your opposition to SB 1507. 

Sincerely, 

Cherie Martyn 
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green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Thursday, February 03, 2011 12:18 PM 
HTHTesUmony 
marilynwalkey@hotmail .com 

Subject: Testimony for 581507 on 2/41201 1 4:00:00 PM 

Testimony for HTH 2/4/ 2911 4:99:99 PM sB1597 

Conference room: 229 
Testifier position: oppose 
Testifie r will be present : No 
Submitted by: Marilyn Walkey MD, L.Ac. 
Organization: Individual 
Address: 7875 SW Alden st Portland OR 
Phone : 593-698-8155 
E-mail: marilynwalkey@hotmail.com 
Submitted on: 2/3 / 2911 

Comments: 
Licensed Acupuncturist, or MD with &quot;medical acupuncture&quotj training? 

Whom should you choose to treat you? 

I have a problem with double standards. I don't believe in them, and I don' t think that they 
should apply to any field of health care. At the present t ime, Oregon State law requires 
acupuncturi sts to obtain a license to perform acupuncture. As part of our tra ining , we devote 
3-4 years to obtaining a postgraduate education, as wel l as over 10e9 hours of observation 
and supervi sed clinical training. We are required during that training to begin to understand 
and master a complex sci ence of heal ing which has been in existence for over two thousand 
years. We attend many hours of l ectures from professors of var i ous subspecial t ies with wide 
ranging experience and wealth of knowledge. We read widely varying t extbooks from ancient to 
modern. We receive detailed tra i ning in the methods of differential diagnosis, and treatment 
planning. We have years of hands -on experience on each other and more than 2 years of 
needling instruction. We begi n to leave the lef t-brain thinking behind , and start to think in 
terms of yin and yang. Thi s process allows us to approach complex and chronic disease with 
new ways of healing, very often after weste rn medical doctors have given up hope. 

Now about that double standard: presently in the State of Oregon, medical doctors can perform 
acupuncture with no traini ng whatsoever. Th i s is a t ravesty to our profession . I t ass umes 
that MO's have some sort of magical ability to discern our medicine with no training 
what soever. This law must change. MO's must be held to t he same exact standard as every other 
healthcare professional who wi shes to practice acupuncture . 

As a medical doctor who attended and passed a &quotjmedical acupuncture&quot ; course, I know 
what that t rain ing entails . When I completed it, I had seen 79 videotapes, all given by one 
MD instructor. I had been to 5 days of l ecture, and needled 3 people, all of them other MO's 
attending the course. I had not treated one patient on my own. I did not know how to make a 
Chinese Medical diagnosis, develop a treatment plan , analyze pulse, evaluate tongue. 
Furthermore, I had no idea of what acupuncture &ampj Chinese herbs could actually do, and 
therefore I didn't know when to send patients to a licensed acupuncturist. I don't believe 
that MO's with 399 hours of &quot;medical acupuncture&quot; training can saf ely and 
competently practice acupuncture. 

1 



Hawaii is the onl y state wh ich hol ds physicians to the same standard as others wishing to 
practice acupuncture. All healthcare professionals shou ld be held to the same standard in 
order to protect the people and insure t hat all those who receive acupuncture are treated 
&quot;safely and competentl y&quot;. 
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February 3, 2011 

To: Honorable Senator Josh Green, Chai r 
Honorable Senator C larence Nishihara. Vice-Chair 
Health Committee 

RE: Testimony Opposing Senate BilllS07 
Regulation of the Practice of Acupuncture 

On behalf of all licensed practitioners of acupuncture, I am writing to express my strong 
oppos ition to Senate Bill 1507, which would repeal the authority of the Board of AC\lpuncture to 
regulate the practice of acupuncture by physicians, osteopathic physicians, and physician's 
assistants. 

As a student of acupuncture, I am concerned about protecting my future profession and my 
patients from all owing physicians to practice acupuncture with minimal hours of training (e.g., 
200-300 hrs.) in contrast to the 3,240 hours and comprehensive training currently required of 
licensed acupuncturists. In order to be licensed and competently practice acupuncture, I have 
dedicated myself to a four-year , full -time accredited Masters of Science program. The program is 
intensive, training students not simply \0 needle discrete points associated with certain 
symptoms, but to understand how points combine together to address both symptoms and roots 
of presenting health conditions. Students also are trained in multiple theoreti cal approaches to 

conceptualizing and approachi ng cases. 

The practice of acupuncture. as a major modality of Orienta l medicine, cannot be separated from 
its medical paradigm. Its effective practice requires a deep understanding of the medical 
paradigm/tradition that it comes from-one that is very different from western allopathic 
medicine. This requires specialized training that could not be accommodated in a 200-hour 
training that decontextualizes the use oflhis modality. Improperly applied, acupuncture, like any 
medical intervention can present a risk. It takes significant time and effort to gain knowledge and 
skills in acupuncture. I am concerned that at a time when acupuncturists, nationally, are 
discussing a desire to further increase training for entry level practitioners, legislation is being 
considered that essentia lly cou ld move best practice in the opposite direction. I would prefer to 
support legislation that would encourage collaborations between Western and Oriental medical 
practitioners. 

In addition, the creation of a separate board to oversee the practice of "medical acupuncture" is a 
double standard. In 2003, the Hawaii Attorney Genera l deemed that "medical acupuncture is not 
sufficient ly distinct from traditional acupuncture so as to fa ll outside the scope of practice of 
acupuncture and physicians licensed by the Board of Medical Examiners cannot practice medical 
acupuncture absent licensure by the Board of Acupuncture." 



Please preserve the existing regulatory process to ensure that patients receive the unique and 

qual ity care we ll-trained acupuncturists can offe r. Please help all the dedicated licensed 

acupuncturi sts maintain our value in the medical field in Hawai i. 

It is for these reasons that the state of Hawaii must respectfully oppose SB 1507. 

Sincerel y, 

Joy M. Tanji 
46-448 Kuneki Street 
Kaneohe, HI 96744-3535 



February 3, 20 11 

Honorable Member of the Senate 
State of Hawaii 

RE: Se.ate Bill 1507 -OPPOSE 
Regulation of the Practice of Acupuncture 

Dear Senator, 

On behalf of all licensed practitioners of acupuncture, I am writing to express my strong 

opposition to Senate 8i1l1507, which would repeal the authority of the Board of Acupuncture to 
regulate lhe practice of acupum.:ture by physicians. osteopathic physicians, and physician's 
assi~1ants. 

J am concerned about protecting my profession and my patients from allowing physicians to 
practice acupuncture with only 300 hours of training in contrdSt to the 3,240 hours required of 
licensed acupuncturists. In order to be licensed and competently practice acupuncture, I 
dedicated myself to a four-year, full-time accredited Master of Science program and even 
traveled to China to better lUlderstand this type of medical practice. 

Additionally, the creation of a separate board to oversee the practice of "medical acupuncture" is 
a double standard. In 2003, the Hawaii Attorney General deemed that "medical acupuncture is 
not sufficiently distinct from traditional acupuncture so as to fall outside the scope of practice of 
acuplUlcture and physicians licensed by the Board of Medical Examiners cannot practice medical 
acupuncture absent licensure by the Board of Acupuncture." 

Please preserve this separation to ensure that patients receive the unique care and experience of 

acupuncture from traditionally trained practitioners. Please help all the dedicated licensed 
acupuncturists maintain our value in the medical fie ld in Hawaii. 

It is for these reasons that the state of Hawaii must respectfully oppose SB 1507. 

<~----

Print Pull Name 

Strcct Address 

City, State, Zip 



green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 

Megan O'Connor {megan.oconnor75@gmail.com] 
Thursday, February 03, 2011 12:13 PM 

To: HTHT estimony 
Subject: Opposition to SB 1507 

Megan O'Connor 
13428 Maxella Ave #255 Marina Del Rey, CA 90292 
February 3rd, 2011 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair 
Senate Health Committee 
Re: Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 
(Hearing scheduled for Friday, February 4, 2011, at 4:00 p.m. in Room 229) 

Dear Senator Josh Green, Chair, Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair, and other distinguished 
members of the Committee , 

I am writing to strongly urge your opposition to SB1507 relating to acupuncture. This bill would be 
harmful to healthcare consumers because it would undermine the quality, safety, and integrity of 
acupuncture in Hawaii. It would lower professional standards and allow inadequately trained people 
to practice acupuncture, by giving the Board of Medical Examiners sole regulatory jurisdiction over 
the practice of acupuncture by physicians and physician's assistants. 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expertise to regulate the practice of acupuncture in this 
way. Only the Board of Acupuncture can appropriately do so, and their current regulatory standards 
are the safest approach to delivering quality acupuncture to the public. 

Our current education requirements for acupuncture licensure include 3,240 hours of instruction , 
graduation from an accredited acupuncture college, and passage of national certification exams. With 
all due respect for the extensive training MDs receive, their education focuses primarily on 
pharmaceutical and surgical approaches to illness, and they typically receive little or no training in 
acupuncture and oriental medicine. 

The regulation of a professional practice should be vested in the hands of senior members of that 
profession, who are fully qualified to set professional standards for the practice. It is clearly the 
responsibility of the Board of Acupuncture, not any other party, to regulate acupuncture. Just as we 
would not allow the Board of Acupuncture to regulate pharmaceutical drugs or surgery, we should not 
place the regulation of acupuncture in the hands of those who are not adequately trained in 
acupuncture. 

Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same opportunity as anyone else 
to earn legitimate certification in a responsible manner, without loopholes or shortcuts. SB1507 would 
create a population of inadequately trained acupuncture practitioners. 

Acupuncture licensure should not be taken lightly. It is a serious matter of public safety, medical 
ethics , and the health of our citizens. Please do not undermine the integrity of the acupuncture 
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profession in our state. Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony on this bill. I look forward to 
hearing of your opposition to SB1507. 

Sincerely, 
Megan O'Connor 

2 



green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Marcia Patrick lalohagirl78@gmail.comj 
Thursday, February 03,2011 12:12 PM 
HTHT estimony 

Subject: Opposition to S81507 

Marcia L. Patrick 
46-057 Alii Anela PI. , #1623 
Kaneohe, HI 96744 
February 3rd, 20 II 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair 
Senate Health Committee 
Re: Testimony Opposing Senate Bill IS07 Relating to Acupuncture 
(Hearing scheduled for Friday, February 4, 201 1, at 4:00 p.m. in Room 229) 

Dear Senator Josh Green, Chair, Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair, and other di stinguished members of 
the Committee, 

I am writing to strongly urge your opposition to S8 1507 relating 10 aCUpwlcture. This bill would be harmful to 
healthcare consumers because it would undermine the quality, safety, and integrity of acupuncture in Hawaii. It 
would lower professional standards and allow inadequately trained people to practice acupuncture, by giving 
the Board of Medical Examiners sole regulatory juri sdiction over the practi ce of acupuncture by physicians and 
physician ' s assistants. 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expertise to regulate the practice of acupuncture in this way. Only 
the Board of Acupuncture can appropriately do so, and their current regulatory standards are the safest approach 
to del ivering quality acupuncture to the public. 

Our current education requirements for acupuncture licensure include 3,240 hours of instruction, graduation 
from an accredited acupuncture co llege, and passage of national certification exams. With all due respect for the 
extensive training MDs receive, their education focuses primari ly on pharmaceutical and surgical approaches to 
illness, and they typicall y receive little or no training in acupuncture and oriental medicine. 

The regulation of a professional practice should be vested in the hands of senior members of that profession, 
who are fully qualified to set professional standards for the practice. It is clearly the responsibility of the Board 
of Acupuncture, not any other party, to regulate acupuncture . Just as we would not allow the Board of 
Acupuncture to regulate pharmaceutical drugs or surgery, we should not place the regulat ion of acupuncture tn 
the hands of those who are not adequately trained in acupuncture. 

Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture current ly has the same opportunity as anyone else to eam 
legit imate certification in a responsible manner, without loopholes or shortcuts. SB 1507 would create a 
population of inadequately trained acupuncture practitioners. 

Acupuncture li censure should not be taken lightly. It is a serious matter of public safety, medical ethics, and the 
health of our citizens. Please do not undermine the integrity of the acupuncture profession in our state. Thank 
you for the opportunity to submit testimony on this bi ll . J look forward to hearing of your opposition to SB 1507. 

1 



green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Thursday, February 03, 2011 12: 12 PM 
HTHTestimony 

Cc: lac4@hawaiiantel.net 
Subject: Testimony for 581507 on 2/4/2011 4:00:00 PM 

Testimony for HTH 2/4/2011 4:00:00 PM 581507 

Conference room : 229 
Testifier position: oppose 
Testifier will be present: No 
Submitted by: Lori A Campbell LAc. 
Organization: Individual 
Address: 16-1874 36th Ave HC -2 Box 5655 
Phone: 808-982-9601 
E-mail: lac4@hawaiiantel.net 
Submitted on: 2/ 3/ 2011 

Comments: 
The current attempt by the medical community to dismantle the profession of the licensed 
acupuncturist community will negatively impact the consumer. I welcome the interest by 
medical profes sionals in acupuncture. However, to assume that they do not need the current 
educational and licensing standards set forth by the state of Hawaii is arrogant and ill 
conceived for profit. The consumer has made it clear that they value acupuncture to maintain 
and return to health. It is time for the medical community at large to respect acupuncture 
as a modality in its own right . Acupuncture is an age old method of health care that is cost 
effective and far surpasses the western system in health maintenance. Both western and 
eastern medicine need to work together to promote true heath in our community. Hawaii is 
unique in that it is a melting pot of cultures that can and should lead the nation in 
providing a realistic health care system that respects all professions and the educational 
standards that have been established to that end. Community acupuncture and the NADA 
protocol are excellent methods of exposing more people to the benefits of acupuncture. 
Hiring and promoting licensed professionals is the best way to insure the integrity and 
effectiveness of the industry. Therefore I strongly oppose the current legislation to allow 
physiCians and social workers to practice acupuncture without adequate training, experience 
and licensing by the current Board of Acupuncture. 

Sincerely, 

Lori A Campbell LAc. Dilp.AC 
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Feb 3, 2011 
Honolulu, Hawaii 

Testimony to OPPOSE Senate Bill 1507 

My name is Valerie Montoya. I have been a Registered Nurse for II years 
and I work at Tripier Army Medical Center as a Neonatal ICU nurse. I also 
have just finished my Masters in Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine from 
the World Medicine Institute in December 2011 and I'm studying for my 
board examinations in order to be Licensed in the State of Hawaii to practice 
Acupuncture. I am writing to OPPOSE this bill. I had to study for four 
years. The program involved more than 3,000 ACADEMIC HOURS, 370 
CLINICAL TREATMENTS, and 960 CLINICAL HOURS. It is 
incomprehensible to think that ONLY 200 hours of study would be enough 
for anyone to understand CHINESE MEDICINE theory, philosophy, and 
paradigm. It would be DANGEROUS for anybody, whether it is a Medical 
Doctor or otherwise, to regulate the practice and to practice Acupuncture 
with only 200 hours of training. The Hawaii Medical Board should not 
have the power to regulate our Medicine and OUf practice. OUf Medical 
practice, paradigms and philosophies are completely different. 

How can the Hawaii Medical Board have sole regulatory jurisdiction over a 
practice of an ancient Medicine that it doesn't even begin to understand? 
Please leave the regulations of Acupuncture to the Hawaii Board of 
Acupuncture. 

I OPPOSE THIS BILL!!! 

Sincerely, 

Valerie Montoya, BSN-RN 



green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Kathleen T. Carr [kathy5@mcn.org] 
Thursday. February 03, 201 1 11:43 AM 
HTHTest[mony 
kathy5@mcn.org 
S61507 relating to acupuncture 

Dear Senator Josh Green, Chair, Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair, and other di stinguished members of 
the Committee, 

I am writing to strongly urge your opposition to SB 1507 relating to acupuncture. This bill would be harmful to 
healthcare consumers because it would undermine the quality, safety, and integrity of acupuncture in Hawaii. It 

would lower professional standards and allow inadequately trained people to practice acupuncture, by giving 
the Board of Medical Examiners sole regulatory jurisdiction over the practice of acupuncture by physicians and 

physician's assistants. 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expertise to regulate the practice of acupuncture in this way. Only 
the Board of Acupuncture can appropriately do so, and their current regulatory standards are the safest approach 

to delivering quality acupuncture to the public. 

Our current education requirements for acupuncture licensure include 3,240 hours of instruction, graduation 
from an accredited acupuncture college, and passage of national certification exams. With all due respect for the 
extensive training MDs receive, their education focuses primarily on pharmaceutical and surgical approaches to 

illness, and they typically receive little or no training in acupuncture and oriental medicine. 

The regulation of a professional practice should be vested in the hands of senior members of that profession, 
who are fully qualified to set professional standards for the practice. It is clearly the responsibility of the Board 

of Acupuncture, not any other party, to regulate acupuncture. Just as we would not a llow the Board of 
Acupuncture to regulate pharmaceutical drugs or surgery, we should not place the regulation of acupuncture in 

the hands of those who arc n01 adequate ly trained in acupuncture. 

Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same opportunity as anyone else to eam 
legitimate certification in a responsible manner, without loopholes or shortcuts. SB 1507 would create a 

population of inadequately trained acupuncture practitioners. 

Acupuncture licensure should not be taken lightly. It is a serious matter of public safety, medical ethics, and the 
health of our citizens. Please do not undennine the integrity of the acupuncture profession in our statc. Thank. 

you for the opportunity to submit testimony on this bill. I look fOf\vard to hearing of your opposition to SB 1507. 

Sincerely, 
Kath leen Carr 

I 



green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

maifinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Thursday, f ebruary 03, 2011 11:53 AM 
HTHT estimony 
jleoikidrino@yahoo.com 
Testimony for S81507 on 2/4/20114 :00:00 PM 

Testimony f or HTH 2/ 4/2011 4 :ea:ee PM SB1Se7 

Conference room: 229 
Testifier position : support 
Test1fier will be present: No 
Submitted by: Jennifer leoiki -Drino 
Organization: Individual 
Address: 511 Hahaione St. #14A Honolulu , HI 96825 
Phone: 808-394-1654 
E-mail: jleoikidrino@yahoo . com 
Submitted on : 2/ 3/ 2011 

Comments: 



green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Nancy Earth [urearth7nz@yahoo.co.nzJ 
Thursday, February 03, 2011 11 :46 AM 
HTHTestimony 
Re: Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 

Nancy Earth (American citizen) 
PO Box 6088 
Dunedin North 
DUNEDIN 9059 
February 3rd, 2011 

To: Senator Josh Green. Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair 
Senate Health Committee 
Re: Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 
(Hearing scheduled for Friday, February 4, 2011 , at 4:00 p.m. in Room 229) 

Dear Senator Josh Green, Chair. Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair. and other distinguished members of the 
Committee, 

I am writing to strongly urge your opposition to SB1507 relating to acupuncture. This bill would be harmful to healthcare 
consumers because it would undermine the quality, safety , and integrity of acupuncture in Hawaii. It would lower 
professional standards and allow inadequately trained people to practice acupuncture, by giving the Board of Medical 
Examiners sale regulatory jurisdiction over the practice of acupuncture by physicians and physician's assistants. 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expertise to regulate the practice of acupuncture in this way. Only the Board of 
Acupuncture can appropriately do so. and their current regulatory standards are the safest approach to delivering quality 
acupuncture to the public. 

Our current education requirements for acupuncture licensure include 3,240 hours of instruction, graduation from an 
accredited acupuncture college. and passage of national certification exams. With all due respect for the extensive 
training MDs receive, their education focuses primarily on pharmaceutical and surgical approaches to illness, and they 
typically receive little or no training in acupuncture and oriental medicine. 

The regulation of a professional practice should be vested in the hands of senior members of that profession, who are 
fully qualified to set professional standards for the practice. It is clearly the responsibility of the Board of Acupuncture , not 
any other party, to regulate acupuncture. Just as we would not allow the Board of Acupuncture to regulate pharmaceutical 
drugs or surgery, we should not place the regulation of acupuncture in the hands of those who are not adequately trained 
in acupuncture. 

Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same opportunity as anyone else to earn legitimate 
certification in a responsible manner, without loopholes or shortcuts. SB1507 would create a population of inadequately 
trained acupuncture practitioners. 

Acupuncture licensure should not be taken lightly. It is a serious matter of public safety, medical ethics, and the health of 
our citizens. Please do not undermine the integrity of the acupuncture profession in our state. Thank you for the 
opportunity to submit testimony on this bitl. I look forward to hearing of your opposition to SB1507. 

I have greatly benefited from acupuncture treatment in Honolulu from qualified physicians. My rights to a high standard of 
health care must be protected. 

Sincerely. 

Nancy Earth 



green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Aloha: 

Thia West [ThiaW@ebpacific.com] 
Thursday, February 03, 2011 11 :52 AM 
HTHTestimony 
I oppose S8 1507 

There is no legitimate rcason to transfer oversight of Acupuncture to Medical doctors except they think it is 
another way to make money. Right now the public has protection and treatment by trained professionals who 
understand the art of care of patients. Please do not take this protection and right away. 

I am so tired of money influencing decisions rather than intelligence and common sense. 

Sincerely, 

Thia A West 

:Excetlent Service witli.A Pers01UlI70uc/il 
77ian.€ y= for your rifeTTaIS 

7liia./1. 'West 
Reallor·Associate 
Kahala Mall Rooftop 
4211 Waialae Avenue Suite 9000 
Cellular: (808) 341·1131 
Office Direct: (808) 732·1414 
E·Mail: ThiaW@cbpacific .com 



green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

mailinglist@capiloLhawaii .gov 
Thursday , February 03, 2011 12:53 PM 
HTHT estimony 

Cc: ksamu@tcmch.edu 
Subject: Testimony for 5B1507 on 2/4/2011 4:00:00 PM 

Testimony for HTH 2/4/2911 4:00:se PM 581507 

Conference room: 229 
Testifier position : oppose 
Testifier will be present: No 
Submitted by : Krisztina Samu 
Organization: Individual 
Address: po box 551773 HI 
Phone: 609 519 8253 
E-mail: ksamu@tcmch . edu 
Submitted on : 2/3/2011 

Comments : 
Honorable Legislators: 

I am a 4th year student of Oriental Medicine at the Traditional Chinese Medical (ollege of 
Hawaii. I recently learned about bill 581507, which I oppose for the following reasons. 

Acupuncture is an ancient form of medicine with many complexities, and it exists within the 
greater category of Oriental Medicine, which also encompasses herbal medicine, qi gong, tui 
na massage, etc. Our preparation to become licensed acupuncturists has been a long journey 
requiring extensive study of these interconnected modalities. 

Just as one could not expect licensed acupuncturists to practice dentistry or surgical 
procedures after having completed a relatively short course, under the oversight of the 
acupuncture board which is not specialized in that form of medicine, we must not allow 
practitioners without adequate training in Oriental Medicine to practice acupuncture, under 
the supervision of an oversight board (the Hawaii Medical Board) which is not specialized in 
this form of medicine. 

I implore you , for the health and safety of patients, and for the preservation of the 
positive reputation that acupuncture currently has, to leave the practice and oversight of 
acupuncture in the hands of those who are adequately trained, and experienced in this complex 
form of ancient medicine. 

Thank you, 
Krisztina Samu 
4th year student 
Traditional Chinese Medical College of Hawaii Kamuela, HI 

1 



green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

February 3, 20 11 

Doug Oringer {doug.oringer@gmaitcomJ 
Thursday, February 03, 2011 12:51 PM 
HTHT estimony 
Senate Bill 1507 - Relating to Acupuncture 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair 
Senatc Health Committee 

Re: Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 
(Hearing scheduled for Friday, February 4, 2011, at 4:00 p.m. in Room 229) 

Dear Senator Josh Green, Chai r, Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair, and other distinguished members of 
the Comminee, 

I am writing to strongly urge your opposition to SB 1507 relating to acupuncture. This bill would be harmful to 
healthcare consumers because it would undermine the quality. safety, and integrity of acupuncture in Hawaii. It 
would lower professional standards and allow inadequately trained people to practice acupuncture, by giving 
the Board of Medical Examiners sole regulatory jurisdiction over the practice of acupuncture by physicians and 
physician 's assistants. 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expertise to regulate the practice of acupuncture in this way. Only 
the Board of Acupuncture can appropriately do so, and their current regulatory standards are the safest approach 
to deli vering quality acupuncture to the public. 

Our current education requirements for acupuncture licensure include 3,240 hours of instruction, graduation 
from an accredited acupuncture college, and passage of national certification exams. With all due respect for the 
extensive training MDs receive, their education focuses primarily on pharmaceutical and surgical approaches to 
illness, and they typically receive littlc or no training in acupuncturc and oriental medicine. 

The regulation of a professional practice should be vested in the hands of senior members of that profession, 
who are fu ll y qualified to set professional standards for the practice. It is clearly the responsibility of the Board 
of Acupuncture, not any other party, to regulate acupuncture. Just as we would not allow the Board of 
Acupuncture to regulate pharmaceutical drugs or surgery, we should not place the regulation of acupuncture in 
the hands of those who are not adequately trained in acupuncture. 

Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same opportunity as anyone else to earn 
legitimate certification in a responsible manner, without loopholes or shortcuts. SB 1507 would create a 
population of inadequately trained acupuncture practitioners. 

Acupuncture li censure should not bc taken lightly. It is a serious matter of public safety, medical ethics, and the 
health of our ci tizens. Please do not undermine the integrity of the acupuncture profession in our state. Thank 
you for the opportunity to submit testimony on this bi ll. llook forward to hearing of your opposition to SB 1507. 

Sincerely, 

1 



Douglas Oringcr 
2051 Young St, Suite 126 
Honolulu, HI 96826 

"No man's life, liberty, or property is safe while Congress is in sess ion." 
*Mark Twain 
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green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Sophie Twigg-Smith [sophmaloaf@gmail.com) 
Thursday, February 03,2011 12:49 PM 
HTHTestimony 

Subject: Opposing Senate Bill 1507 

Sophie Twigg-Smith 
3043 Kiele Avenue 
Honolulu. Hawaii 96815 

February 3rd. 2011 

To: Senator Josh Green. Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara. Vice Chair 
Senate Health Committee 
Re: Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture (Hearing scheduled for 
Friday. February 4. 2011. at 4:00 p.m , in Room 229) 

Dear Senator Josh Green. Chair. Senator Clarence Nishihara. Vice Chair. and other 
distinguished members of the Committee, 

I am writing to strongly urge your opposition to 5B1507 relating to acupuncture. This bill 
would be harmful to healthcare consumers because it would undermine the quality. safety, and 
integrity of acupuncture in Hawaii , It would lower professional standards and allow 
inadequately trained people to practice acupuncture. by giving the Board of Medical Examiners 
sole regulatory jurisdiction over the practice of acupuncture by physicians and physician's 
assistants. 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expertise to regulate the practice of acupuncture in 
this way. Only the Board of Acupuncture can appropriately do so, and their current regulatory 
standards are the safest approach to delivering quality acupuncture to the public. 

Our current education requirements for acupuncture licensure include 3,240 hours of 
instruction. graduation from an accredited acupuncture college . and passage of national 
certification exams, With all due respect for the extensive training MDs receive. their 
education focuses primarily on pharmaceutical and surgical approaches to illness. and they 
typically receive little or no training in acupuncture and oriental medicine. 

The regulation of a professional practice should be vested in the hands .of senior members of 
that profession. who are fully qualified to set professional standards for the practice . It 
is clearly the responsibility of the Board of Acupuncture, not any other party. to regulate 
acupuncture . Just as we would not allow the Board of Acupuncture to regulate pharmaceutical 
drugs or surgery, we should not place the regulation of acupuncture in the hands of those who 
are not adequately trained in acupuncture. 

Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same opportunity as anyone 
else to earn legitimate certification in a responsible manner. without loopholes or 
shortcuts. 5B1507 would create a population of inadequately trained acupuncture 
practitioners. 

Acupuncture licensure should not be taken lightly. It is a serious matter of public safety. 
medical ethics . and the health of our citizens. Please do not undermine the integrity of the 
acupuncture profession in our state. Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony on 
this bill. I look fo rward to hearing of your opposition to 5B1507. 

1 



green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Kamalani R (kamalani39@hotmail.com] 
Thursday, February 03. 2011 12:45 PM 
HTHT estimony 
Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair 
Senate Health Committee 
Re : Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 150Z Relating to Acupuncture 
(Hearing scheduled for Friday, February 4, 2011, at 4:00 p.m. in Room 229) 

Dear Senator Josh Green, Chair, Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair, and other distinguished members of the 
COmmittee, 

I am writing to strongly urge your opposition to 561507 relating to acupuncture. This bill would be harmful to healthcare 
consumers because it would undermine the quality, safety, and integrity of acupuncture in Hawaii. It would lower 
professional standards and allow inadequately trained people to practice acupuncture, by giving the Board of Medical 
Examiners sole regulatory jurisdiction over the practice of acupuncture by physicians and physidan's assistants. 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expertise to regulate the practice of acupuncture in this way. Only the Board of 
Acupuncture can appropriately do so, and their current regulatory standards are the safest approach to delivering quality 
acupuncture to the public. 

Our current education requirements for acupuncture licensure include 3,240 hours of instruction, graduation from an 
accredited acupuncture college, and passage of national certification exams. With all due respect for the extensive 
training MDs receive, their education focuses primarily on pharmaceutical and surgical approaches to illness, and they 
typically receive little or no training in acupuncture and oriental medicine. 

The regulation of a professional practice should be vested In the hands of senior members of that profession, who are 
fully qualified to set professional standards for the practice. It is clearly the responsibility of the Board of Acupuncture, not 
any other party, to regulate acupuncture. Just as we would not allow the Board of Acupuncture to regulate 
pharmaceutical drugs or surgery, we should not place the regulation of acupuncture in the hands of those who are not 
adequately trained in acupuncture. 

Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same opportunity as anyone else to earn legitimate 
certification in a responsible manner, without loopholes or shortcuts. 581507 would create a population of inadequately 
trained acupuncture practitioners. 

Acupuncture licensure should not be taken lightly . It is a serious matter of public safety, medical ethics, and the health of 
our citizens. Please do not undermine the integrity of the acupuncture profession in our state. Thank you for the 
opportunity to submit testimony on this bill. I look forward to hearing of your opposition to 5B1507. 

Sincerely, 

Kim Rodrigues 

1 



green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

mailinglist@capitol .hawaii.gov 
Thursday, February 03, 2011 12:45 PM 
HTHT eslimony 

Cc: izet1954@yahoo.com 
Subject: Testimony for 581507 on 2/4/20114:00:00 PM 

Testimony for HTH 2/4/2011 4:e8:80 PM SB1587 

Conference room: 229 
Testifier position: oppose 
Testifier will be present: No 
Submitted by: Liz Montoya 
Organization: Individual 
Address: 
Phone: 
E-mail: izetI954@yahoo.com 
Submitted on: 2/3/2011 

Comments: 
I OPPOSE BILL 1507--LET ACUPUNCTURIST REGULATE THEIR PROFFESSION! 

1 



green1 ~ Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Domenica Sattler 
177 I Halekoa Drive 
Honolulu, HI 9682 I 

February 3rd, 2011 

Domenica Sattler (domenica_s@yahoo.comJ 
Thursday, February 03, 2011 12:39 PM 
HTHTestimony 
Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair 
Senate Health Comminee 
Re: Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 
(Hearing scheduled for Friday, February 4. 20 I I. al 4:00 p.m. in Room 229) 

Dear Senator Josh Green, Chair, Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair, and other distinguished 
members of the Committee, 

I am writing to strongly urge your opposition to SB 1507 relating to acupuncture. This bill would be 
hannful to healthcare consumers because it would undermine the quality, safety, and integrity of 
acupuncture in Hawai i. It would lower professional standards and allow inadequately trained 
people to practice acupuncture, by giving the Board of Medical Examiners sole regulatory 
jurisdiction over the practice of acupuncture by physicians and physician's assistants. 

The Board of Medical Exam iners lacks the expertise to regulate the practice of acupuncture in this 
way. Only the Board of Acupuncture can appropriately do so, and their current regulatory standards 
are the safest approach to delivering quality acupuncture to the public, 

Our current education requirements for acupuncture licensure include 3,240 hours of instruction, 
graduation from an accredited acupuncture college, and passage of national certification exams. 
With all due respect for the extensive training MDs receive, their education focuses primarily on 
pharmaceutical and surgical approaches to illness, and they typically receive linle or no training in 
acupuncture and oriental medicine. 

The regulation of a professional practice should be vested in the hands of senior members of that 
profession, who are fully qualified to set professional standards for the practice, It is clearly the 
responsibility of the Board of Acupuncture, nOI any other party, to regulate acupuncture. Just as we 
would not allow the Board of Acupuncture to regulate pharmaceutical drugs or surgery, we should 



green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Thursday, February 03, 2011 2:47 PM 
HTHT estimony 
jteleia@yahoo.com 
Testimony for 881507 on 2/4/2011 4:00:00 PM 

Testimony for HTH 2/4/2811 4:80:00 PM 581507 

Conference room: 229 
Testifier position: oppose 
Testifier will be present: No 
Submitted by: Jeanne Teleia 
Organization: Individual 
Address: 47 669 Melekula Rd, ~10 Kaneohe 
Phone: S08-224-SgeS 
E-mail: jteleia@yahoo.com 
Submitted on: 2/ 3/2011 

Comments : 
I payout of pocket regularly for acupuncture because it works way faster and better than any 
of the other doctors and physical therapists and allergists I have been to. I have spent 
thousands on ineffective treatment where acupuncture fixed it in 2-4 treatments. HOWEVER, I 
would not support this bill because the reason it has worked so well is because my 
acupuncturist is a well educated professional in the field dedicated to just knowing this 
specialty as well as training in traditional Chinese medicine--the cornerstone which is 
complicated to learn, and many aspects of physical the rapy. Allowing doctors or techs to 
perform this complicated medicine is totally irresponsible. This is coming from someone who 
would LOVE to get my acupuncture treatment covered by my insurance but not at the risk of 
somebody doing it who is not a dedicated specialist. 
I am also a mental health provider and I send a lot of my patients to my acupuncturist for 
complimentary therapy . I would not do this if it were available only through regular doctors 
the same way I only send my patients to psychiatrists and not other M.D.s because 
psychiatrists have the necessary training and education for complicated issues. Please DO 
NOT pass this bill! 



To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 

Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice-Chair 

Health Com mittee 

Re: Testimony Opposing Senate Bil l 1507 

Relating to Acupuncture 

The State of Hawaii provides us, its people with one of the highest standards of 
medical care nation wide. 

Hawaii is one of a few states that require rigorous training and education (32400h) 
as we ll as a passage of the national certification examination for acupuncture 
Iicensures. 

Surrendering regulation of acupuncture to Hawaii Board of Med ical Exam iners 
would significantly dilute to quality acupuncture services by allowing inadequately 
trained practitioners to stick needles into people of Hawaii. Please oppose Senate 
BH11507! Keep Hawai i's people safe by continuing to uphold the highes t standard of 
education and licensure for both our allopathic and oriental medicine physicians. 

Sincerely, 

Ivana Zekovic 



green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 

Kimo and Kathi marciniak (kkmarciniak@earthrink.netJ 
Thursday, February 03, 2011 2:44 PM 

To: HTHT estimony 
Subject: Re: Testimony Opposing Senate Testimony opposing Sill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 

William Marciniak 

76-6306 Kaheiau St 

Kailua Kona. HI 96740 

February 3rd, 2011 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara. Vice Chair 
Senate Health Committee 
Re: Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 
(Hearing scheduled for Friday. February 4, 20 II , at 4:00 p.m. in Room 229) 

Dear Senator Josh Green, Chair. Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair. and other distinguished 
members of the Coml1littee~ 

J am writing to strongly urge your opposition to SB 1507 relating to acupuncture. This bill would be 
harmful to healtheare conSluners because it would undermine the quality, safety, and integrity of 
acupuncture in Hawaii . It would lower profess ional standards and allow inadequately trained 
people to practice acupuncture. by giving the Board of Medical Examiners sole regulatory 
jurisdiclion over the practice of acupuncture by physicians and physic ian's assistants. 

The Board of Medical Exam iners lacks the expertise to regulate the practice of acupuncture in this 
way. Only the Board of Acuplmcture can appropriately do so, and their current regulatory standards 
are the safesl approach to delivering quali ty acupuncture to the public. 

Our currCIll education requirements for acupuncture licensure incl ude 3.240 hours of instruction, 
graduation from an accredited acupuncture college, and passage of national cel1ificat ion exams. 
With all due respect for the extensive training MDs receive, their educat ion focuses primarily on 
pharmaceutical and surgical approaches to illness, and they typically receive li tt le or no training in 
acupuncture and oriental medicine. 

The regulation ofa professional practice shou ld be vested in the hands of senior members of that 
profession, who are fully qualified to set profess ional standards for the practice. It is clearly the 
responsibility of the Board of Acupuncture. not any other party, to regulate acupuncture. Just as we 
would not all ow the Board of Acupuncture to regulate pharmaceutical drugs or surgery, we should 

1 



not place the regulation of acupuncture in the hands of those who arc not adequately trained in 
acupuncture. 

Any phys ician who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same opportunity as anyone 
else to earn legitimate certification in a responsible manner, without loopholes or shortcuts. 
SB 1507 would create a population of inadequately trained acupuncture practitioners. 

Acupuncture licensure should not be taken Iightly.lt is a serious matter of public safety, medical 
ethics, and the health of our citi zens. Please do not undermine the integrity of the acupuncture 
profession in our state. Thank YO LI for the 0ppoltunity to submit test imony on this bill. J look 
fo rward to hearing oryour opposi tion to SB1507. 

Sincerely, 

Will iam Marciniak 

2 



green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

mailinglist@capilo1.hawaii .gov 
Thursday, February 03, 20113:04 PM 
HTHT estimony 
maliasails@holmail.com 
Testimony for 561507 on 2/4/2011 4:00:00 PM 

Testimony for HTH 2/4/2011 4:ee:00 PM 5B1507 

Conference room: 229 
Testifier position: oppose 
Testlfler will be present: No 
Submitted by: Malia Klein 
Organization: Individual 
Address: 
Phone : 
E-mail: maliasails@hotmail.com 
Submitted on: 2/ 3/ 2011 

Comments : 
Please oppose bill 1507! 
Please don't let people with 2ee h of training do acupuncture in Hawaii. Having needles 
inserted into ones body is intimidating enough when its done by someone who has gone through 
thousands of hours of education and practical training! Keep us safe! 



Testimony Submitted by: 
Liberata J. Oralio, LAc, LMT 

In Opposition To: 
SB 1507 

Relating to Acupuncture 

4 February 2011 

Chair Josh Green, Vice-Chair Clarence Nishihara , and Members of the Senate Committee on Health , 

I strongly oppose SB 1507 as the Board of Medical Examiners (BME) lack the expertise and 

standards to have sale regulatory jurisdiction over the practice of acupuncture by physicians, 

osteopathic physicians, and physician's assistants. 

Allopathic medicine and Oriental Medicine are two different streams of health care that are 

complementary yet distinct --- like apples and oranges. Both require extensive postgraduate studies 

and training and intense certification requirements. Yet allopathic practitioners are not as qualified as 

Oriental practitioners in this ancient form of medicine. Acupuncture is not merely the insertion of 

need les at acupoints throughout the body but a whole system of thought unlike Western medicine. 

Complementary medicine is becoming mainstream in the world today and more than a billion dollar 

industry. The effects of acupuncture has been tried and tested and the results have proven to be 

highly effective as seen in the rehabilitation of people's health. Surely allopathic practitioners can 

practice this form of medicine but receiving the equivalent hours of training as Oriental practitioners in 

acupuncture is a mandatory requirement. To practice without this would be a travesty of this ancient 

art of medicine. 

To that end , to allow the BME to have sale oversight over the practice of acupuncture by their peers 

is simply a mockery of justice. To permit this regulatory jurisdiction would indicate the elitist attitude 

and control of Western physicians and undermine the integrity of Oriental medicine. Any form of 

Oriental medicine and acupuncture should and must be under the sale regulatory jurisdiction of the 

Board of Acupuncture. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify . 



green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Mary Ann Kobayashi [mkobs@hawaii.rr.com] 
Thursday, February 03, 2011 3:29 PM 
HTHTestimony 
Protect Acupuncture in Hawai'j 

HTHTestimony@Capitol.hawail.gov 

Name: Mary Ann Kobayashi 
Address: 2053 Akaik.! Lp .• Pearl City HI 96782 
February 3rd, 2011 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chmr 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair 
Senate Health Committee 
Re: Testimony Opposing Senate Bitl1507 Rela.ting to Acupuncture 
(Hearing scheduled fOI Friday, February 4, 2011. at 4:00 p.m. in Room 229) 

Dear SeMtor Josh Green. Chair, Senator Clarence NIshihara, Vice Chair, and other 
distinguished members of the Committee, 

I am writing to strongly urge your opposition to 5B 1507 relating to acupuncture. This 
bill would be harmful to healthcate consumers because it wlJuld undermine the quality, 
safety. and integrity of acupuncture in Hawaii. It would lower professional standards 
nnd allow inadequately trained people to practice acupuncture, by giving the Board of 
Medical Examiners sole regulatory jurbdiction over the practice of acupuncture by 
physiCians and physician's assistants. 

The BO.1rd of Medical Examiners lacks the expertise to regulate the practice of 
acupuncture in this way. Only the Board of Acupuncture can appropriately do so, and 
their current regulatory standards are the safest approach to delivering quality 
acupuncture to the public. 

The current education requirements for acupuncture licensure include 3,240 hours of 
instruction. gl aduation from an accredited acupuncture college, and passage of 
nntional certification exams. With alt due respec.t for the extensive training MDs 
receive, their education focuses primarily on pharmaceutical and surgical approaches 
to illness, and thf?Y typically receive Little or no training in acupunclllre and oriental 
medicine. 

The regulat IOn of a profesSiOnal practice should be vested in the halld~ of senior 
members of that profeSSion, who are fully qualified to set professional standards for 
the practice. It is dearly the responsibility of the Board of AcupunctlJre. not any other 
party, to regulate Dcupuncture. Just as we would not allow the Board of Acupuncture 
to regulate pharmaceutical drugs or surgery, we should not place the regulation of 
acupuncture in the hands of tllose who are not adequalely trained in acupuncture. 

1 



Any physician who wants to practICe acupuncture currently has the same opportunity 
as anyone else to earn legitimate certification in a responsible manner, without 
loopholes or shortcuts. SB 1507 would create a poputation of inadequately trained 
acupuncture practitioners. 

Acupuncture licensure should not be taken lightly. It is a serious matter of pUblic 
safety, medICal ethics, and the health of our citizens. Please do not undermine the 
integrity of the acupuncture profession in our state. Thank you for the opportunity to 
submit testimony on this bitL I look forward to hearing of your opPosition to 5B1507. 

Sincerely. 

Mary Ann KohflYClShi 

2 



green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Dr. Jan Ellison Ueliisondom@hawaiLrr.comJ 
Thursday , February 03, 2011 3:24 PM 
HTHTestimony 
OPPOSITION TO S81507 

I am opposed to this Bill. It would give the right to individuals who are untrained in an elegant, complex science to 
administer acupuncture to precious living individuals in our State. 

This would be a crime to allow such in our society. 

Acupuncture licensing currently requires an equivalent to a Master's degree and requires strict National and State exams. 

Thank you, 
Dr. Janice Ellison 

1 



green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

E Bassett (ebassett6@yahoo.com) 
Thursday, February 03, 2011 3:25 PM 
HTHT estimony 

Subject: Senate Bill 1507 

J E Bassett 

203 Ali'iolani St. 

Makawao, HI 96768 

February 3rd, 201 1 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 

Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair 

Senate Health Committee 

Re: Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 

(I-Iearing scheduled for Friday, February 4, 2011, at 4:00 p.m . in Room 229) 

Dear Senator Josh Green, Chair, 

Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair, 

and other distinguished members of the Committee, 

It has come to my ancntion regarding this proposed bill changing the regulations for acupuncturists. These 
practitioners have been my primary care physicians for over 20 years and I find their wholistic approach best for 
my body. I have not had any difficulties with these practitioners due to the current regulatory body's procedures. 

I am writing to strongly urge yo ur opposition to SB I 507 relating to acupuncture. This bill would be harmful to 
health care consumers because it would undermine the quality , safety, and integrity of acupuncture in Hawaii. It 
would lower professional standards and allow inadeq uately trained people to practice acupuncture, by giving 
the Board of Medical Examiners sole regulatory jurisdiction over the practice of acupuncture by physicians and 

1 



physician's assistants. 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expertise to regulate the practice of acupuncture in this way. Only 
the Board of Acupuncture can appropriately do so, and their current regulatory standards are the safest approach 
to delivering quality acupuncture to the public. 

Our current education requirements for acupuncture licensure include 3,240 hours of instruction, graduation 
from an accredited acupuncture college, and passage of national certification exams. With all due respect for the 
extensive training MDs receive, their education focuses primarily on pharmaceutical and surgical approaches to 
illness, and they typically receive little or no training in acupuncture and oriental medicine. 

The regulation ofa professional practice should be vested in the hands of senior members of that profession, 
who are fully qualified to set professional standards for the practice. It is clearly the responsibility of the Board 
of Acupuncture, not any other party, to regulate acupuncture. Just as we would not allow the Board of 
Acupuncture to regulate phannaceutical drugs or surgery, we should not place the regulation of acupuncture in 
the hands of those who are not adequately trained in acupuncture. 

Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same opportunity as anyone else to earn 
legitimate certification in a responsible manner, without loopholes or shortcuts. SB 1507 would create a 
population of inadequately trained acupuncture practitioners. 

Acupuncture licensure should not be changed! It is a serious matter of public safety, medical ethics, and the 
health of our citizens. Please do not undermine the integrity of the acupuncture profession in our state. Thank 
you for the opportunity to submit testimony on this bill. I look forward to hearing of your opposition to SB 1507. 

Sincerely, 

J E Bassett 

2 



green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

mailinglist@capitothawaiLgov 
Thursday, February 03, 201 1 12:34 PM 
HTHTestimony 
s71nobue@hotmail.com 
Testimony for $81507 on 214120114:00:00 PM 

Testimony for HTH 2/ 4/2911 4:ee:ee PM S81S07 

Conference room: 229 
Testifier position : oppose 
Testifier will be present: No 
Submitted by: nobue gutierrez 
Organization: Individual 
Address: 1778 Ala Moana Blvd Honolulu 
Phone: 8987211489 
E-mai l : s7 1nobue@hotmail.com 
Submitted on: 2/3/2811 

Comments : 



green1 • Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Importance: 

February 3, 201 1 

IMPORTANT! 

Cheryl N. Komenaka [ckomenaka@hawaii.rr.comJ 
Thursday, February 03, 20111 2:38 PM 
HTHTestimony 
Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 

High 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair 
Senate Health Committee 

Re: Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 

(Hearing scheduled for Friday. February 4, 20 11 , at 4:00 p.m. in Room 229) 

Dear Senator Josh Green, Chair, Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair, and other distinguished members of 
the Committee, 

I am writing to strongly urge your opposition to SB 1507 relating to acupuncture. This bill would be harmful to 
healthcare consumers because it would undennine the quality. safety, and integrity of acupuncture in Hawaii. It 
would lower professional standards and a llow inadequately trained people to practice acupuncture, by giving 
the Board of Medical Examiners sole regulatory jurisdiction over the practice of acupuncture by physicians and 
physician 's assistants. 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expertise to regulate the practice of acupuncture in this way. Only 
the Board of Acupuncture can appropriately do so, and their current regulatory standards are the safest approach 
to delivering quality acupuncture to the public. 

Our currcnt education requirements for acupuncture licensure include 3,240 hours of instruction, graduation 
fTom an accredited acupuncture college, and passage of national certi fi cat ion exams. With all duc respect for the 
extensive training MDs receive, their education focuses primarily on pharmaceutical and surgical approaches to 
illness, and they typically receive little or no training in acupuncture and oriental medicine. 

The regulation of a professional practice should be vested in the hands of senior members of that profession, 
who are fully qualified to set professional standards for the practice. It is clearly the responsibility of the Board 
of Acupuncture, not any other party, to regulate acupuncture. Just as we would not allow the Board of 
Acupuncture to regulate pharmaceutical drugs or surgery, we should not place the regulation of acupuncture in 
the hands of those who are not adequately trained in acupuncture. 

Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same opportunity as anyone else to earn 
legitimate certification in a responsible manner, without loopholes or shortcuts. SB 1507 would create a 
population of inadequately trained acupuncture practitioners. 

Acupuncture licensure should not be taken lightly. U is a serious matter of public safety, medical ethics, and the 
health of our citizens. Please do not undermine the integrity of the acupuncture profession in our state. Thank 



you for the opportunity to submit testimony on this bi ll. llook forward to hearing of your opposition to SB 1507. 

S incerely, 

Cheryl Komenaka 
1122 Elm St #509 
Honolulu, HI 96814 
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To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 

Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice-Chair 

Health Committee 

Re: Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 

Relating to Acupuncture 

I am a Hawaii licensed acupuncturist who has been practicing Oriental Medicine in 
Honolulu for 10 years. I hold a master's degree in Oriental Medicine as well as 
undergraduate degrees in Chemistry and Biology. Because of my education, my 
passion for scientific research and because I work closely with some of Hawaii's 
MDs I feel that I am in unique position to speak about Allopathic and Oriental 
Medicine. 

They are complimentary yet completely distinct medical systems. Allopathic 
medicine focuses on infectious causes of diseases and treatment of symptoms of 
diseases. Oriental medicine focuses on establishing and maintaining energetic 
homeostasis within a body. Often when applied in integrative manner they meet 
patient's needs the best. Extensive, yet distinctly different training and clinical 
expertise is necessary to assure safe and professional practice of each discipline. 

Maybe the best way to compare Allopathic and Oriental Medicines is to think of 
them as two different languages. Mastering one by no means suggests mastery or 
even fair appreciation of the other. 

I feel like my four-year masters degree and thousands of didactic and clinical hours 
barely prepared me for the real world acupuncture practice. I strongly support the 
nation wide effort to establish even higher standards of education and practice for 
oriental medicine practitioners by instituting doctoral degrees. 

Please allow our profession to maintain its integrity and high standard of 
professional practice by opposing bill 1507. 

Sofija Zekovic-Roth, L.Ac., 



green1 • Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Thursday, February 03, 2011 3:56 PM 
HTHTestimony 
uchidaedie@yahoo.com 
Testimony for S81507 on 2/4/20114:00:00 PM 

Testimony for HTH 2/ 4/2811 4:00:88 PM 581587 

Conference room: 229 
Testifier position: oppose 
Testifier will be present: No 
Submitted by: Edie Uchida I L.Ac. 
Organization: Individual 
Address: 615 Piikoi Street ~1681 Honolulu. HI 
Phone: (8138) 225- 47138 
E·mail: uchidaedie@vahoo.com 
Submitted on: 2/3/2811 

Comments: 
I strongly oppose S.B. 1587. 

Acupuncture should only be performed by a licensed Acupuncturist who has sat before board 
exams and has been reviewed and approved by the Board of Acupuncture. 

The Chinese Medical diagnoses required to formulate a correct acupuncture point prescription 
can only be arrived at by a practitioner who fully understands the philosophy and physiology 
of Traditional Chinese Medicine. This is a skill that requires extensive study in the 
energetiC art of Chinese Medicine and only acquired through studying Acupuncture and Chinese 
medic i ne at an accredited institution. 

Please do not allow M.D,'S or others to practice t his ancient art with 2aa hours of training. 
Acupuncture school students go through a rigorous 32413 hours of instruction to learn their 
skill. 
Public safety is at stake. 



green1 - Karen 

From: hisa@juno.com 
Sent: 
To: 

Thursday , February 03, 20112:13 PM 
HTHT estimony 

Subject: Re: Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 

Yernon Koizumi 
94-948 Hiapo St. , Waipahu, HI, 96797 
February 3rd, 201 I 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair 
Senate Health Committee 
Re: Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 
(Hearing scheduled for Friday, February 4, 20 11 , at 4:00 p.m. in Room 229) 

Dear Senator Josh Green, Chair, Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair, and other distinguished members of 
the Committee, 

I am writing to strongly urge your opposition to SB 1507 relating to acupuncture. This bill would be hannful to 
healthcare consumers because it would undermine the quality, safety, and integrity of acupuncture in Hawaii . It 
would lower professional standards and allow inadequately trained people to practice acupuncture, by giving 
the Board of Medical Exanllners sole regulatory jurisdiction over the practice of acupuncture by physicians and 
physician's assistants. 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expertise to regulate the practice of acupuncture in this way. Only 
the Board of Acupuncture can appropriately do so, and their current regulatory standards are the safest approach 
to delivering quality acupuncture to the public. 

Our current education requirements for acupuncture licensure include 3,240 hours of instruction, graduation 
from an accredited acupuncture college, and passage of national certification exanlS. With all due respect for the 
extensive training MDs receive, their education focuses primarily on phannaceutical and surgical approaches to 
illness, and they typically receive little or no training in acupuncture and oriental medicine. 

The regulation of a professional practice should be vested in the hands of senior members of that profession, 
who are fu ll y qualified to set professional standards for the practice. It is clearly the responsibility of the Board 
of Acupuncture, not any other party, to regulate acupuncture. Just as we would not allow the Board of 
Acupuncture to regulate pharmaceutical drugs or surgery, we should not place the regulation of acupuncture in 
the hands of those who are not adequately trained in acupuncture. 

Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same opportunity as anyone else to earn 
legitimate certification in a responsible manner, without loopholes or shortcuts. SB 1507 would create a 
population of inadequately trained acupuncture practitioners. 

Acupuncture licensure should not be taken lightly. It is a serious matter of public safety, medical ethics, and the 
health of our citizens. Please do not undermine the integrity of the acupuncture profession in our state . Thank. 
you for the opportunity to submit testimony on this bill. fl ook forward to hearing of your opposition to SB 1507. 

Sincerely, 

1 



green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Lillian Cunningham 
2257-A Kanealii Ave 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
February 3rd, 2011 

Lillian Cunningham [lillianc@hawaiLedu] 
Thursday, February 03, 20112:07 PM 
HTHT estimony 
Opposition to S81509 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 

Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair 
Senate Heahh Committee 
Re: Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 
(Hearing scheduled lor Friday, February 4, 2011, at 4:00 p.m. in Room 229) 

Dear Senator Josh Green, Chair, Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair, and other distinguished members of 
the Conunillee, 

I am writing to strongly urge your opposition to SB 1 507 relating to acupuncture. This bill would be hannful to 
healthcare consumers because it would undennine the quality, safety, and integrity of acupuncture in Hawaii. It 
would lower professional standards and allow inadequately trained people to practice acupuncture, by giving 
the Board of Medical Exanliners sole regulatory jurisdiction over the practice of acupuncture by physicians and 
physician's assistants. 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expertise to regulate the practice of acupuncture in this way. Only 
the Board of Acupuncture can appropriately do so, and their current regulatory standards are the safest approach 
to delivering quality acupuncture to the public. 

Our current education requirements for acupuncture licensure include 3,240 hours of instruction, graduation 
from an accredited acupuncture college, and passage of national certification exams. With all due respect for the 
extensive training MDs receive, their education focuses primarily on pharmaceutical and surgical approaches to 
illness, and they typically receive linle or no training in acupuncture and oriental medicine. 

The regulation of a professional practice should be vested in the hands of senior members of that profession, 
who are fully qualified to set professional standards for the practice. It is clearly the responsibility of the Board 
of Acupuncture, not any other party, to regulate acupuncture. Just as we would not allow the Board of 
Acupuncture to regulate pharmaceutical drugs or surgery, we should not place the regulation of acupuncture in 
the hands of those who are not adequately trained in acupuncture. 

Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same opportunity as anyone else to earn 
legitimate ccrtification in a responsible manner, without loopholes or shortcuts. SB 1507 would create a 
population of inadequately trained acupuncture practitioners. 

Acupuncture licensure should not be taken lightly. It is a serious matter of public safety, medical ethics, and the 
health of our citizens. Please do not undermine the integrity of the acupuncture profession in our state. Thank 



you for the opportunity to submit testimony on this bill. I look forward to hearing of your opposition to SB 1507. 

Sincerely, 
Lillian CUIU1ingham 
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green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

mailinglist@capitot.hawaiLgov 
Thursday , February 03, 2011 1:59 PM 
HTHT estimony 
sunray561@gmail.com 
Testimony for S81507 on 2/4/2011 4:00:00 PM 

Testimony for HTH 2/4/2011 4:99:09 PM 581507 

Conference room: 229 
Testifier position: oppose 
Testifier will be present: No 
Submitted by: Matthew Terrusa 
Organization: Individual 
Address: P.O. Box 551 Hanalei, Hi 
Phone: 808 640-7586 
E-mail: sunray561@gmail. com 
Submitted on: 2/3/2011 

Comments: 
February 3 J 2011 

To: Senator Josh Green. Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice-Chair 
Health Committee 

RE: Testimony Opposing State Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 

I write in strong opposition to 581507 as it deregulates the practice of acupuncture and 
essentially eliminates the professional status of Acupuncturists in the state of Hawaii. In 
addition it jeopardizes the public safety by placing a regulatory committee of untrained and 
thus unqualified individuals in charge of overseeing individuals who are minimally trained at 
best. There are no qualification requirements outlined for the practice of acupuncture under 
HRS 453 - a practice which requires thousands of hours of didactic and clinical training as 
well as the passage of national board exams to gain professional status. 

Had I had more opportunity to respond to this matter (as opposed to less than 15 hours since 
first notification), I would have drafted a much more thorough response. 

Sincerely, 

Matthew Terrusa 
Kapaa, Kauaii 

808-648-7586 



green1 ~ Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

mailinglist@capitol.hawaii .gov 
Thursday, February 03, 2011 2:15 PM 
HTHTestimony 
michael .ramia@stmartin.edu 

Subject: Testimony for 581507 on 2/4/2011 4:00:00 PM 

Testimony for HTH 2/4/2011 4:00 :00 PM S81507 

Conference room: 229 
Testifier position: oppose 
Testifier will be present: No 
Submitted by: Michael Ramia 
Organization: Individual 
Address : 720 kealahou st. honolulu. hi 
Phone: 8083988396 
E-mail: michael.ramia@stmartin.edu 
Submitted on: 2/3/2011 

Comments: 

1 



green1 - Karen 

From: bubba-pooh@juno.com 
Sent: 
To: 

Thursday, February 03, 20112:15 PM 
HTHT estimony 

Subject: Re: Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 

Ann Koizumi 
94-948 Hiapo St. , Waipahu, 1-11, 96797 
February 3rd, 2011 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair 
Senate Health Committee 
Re: Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 
(Hearing scheduled for Friday, February 4, 2011 , at 4:00 p.m. in Room 229) 

Dear Senator Josh Green, Chair, Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair, and other distinguished members of 
the Committee, 

I am writing to strongly urge your opposition to SB I 507 relating to acupuncture. This bill would be harmful to 
healthcare consumers because it would undermine the quality, safety, and integrity of acupuncture in Hawaii. It 
would lower professional standards and allow inadequately trained pcople to practice acupuncture, by giving 
the Board of Medical Examiners sole regulatory jurisdiction over the practice of acupuncture by physicians and 
physician's assistants. 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expertise to regulate the practice of acupuncture in this way. Only 
the Board of Acupuncture can appropriately do so, and their current regulatory standards are the safest approach 
to delivering quality acupuncture to the public. 

Our current education requirements for acupuncture licensme include 3,240 hours of instruction, graduation 
from an accredited acupuncture college, and passage of national certification exams. With all due respect for the 
extensive training MDs receive, their education focuses primarily on pharmaceutical and surgical approaches to 
illness, and they typically receive little or no training in acupuncture and oriental medicine. 

The regulation of a professional practice should be vested in the hands of senior members of that profession, 
who are fully qualified to set professional standards for the practice. It is clearly the responsibility of the Board 
of Acupuncture, not any other party, to regulate acupuncture. Just as we would not allow the Board of 
Acupuncture to regulate pharmaceutical drugs or surgery, we should not place the regulation of acupuncture in 
Lhe hands of those who are not adequately trained in acupuncture . 

Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same opportunity as anyone else to earn 
legitimate certification in a responsible marmer, without loopholes or shortcuts. SB 1 507 would create a 
population of inadequately trained acupuncture practitioners. 

Acupuncture licensure should not be taken lightly. It is a serious matter of public safety, medical ethics, and the 
health of our citizens. Please do not undermine the integrity of the acupuncture profession in our state. Thank 
you for the opportunity to submit testimony on this bill. I look forward to hearing of your opposition to SB1507. 

Sincerely, 

1 



green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

mailinglist@capitol.hawaii .gov 
Thursday, February 03, 2011 2:25 PM 
HTHTestimony 
cshrdr@msn.com 
Testimony for $81507 on 2/4/20114:00:00 PM 

Testimony for HTH 2/ 4/ 2811 4:88:88 PM 5B1587 

Conference room: 229 
Testifier position: oppose 
Testifier will be present: No 
Submitted by: Christine Walinch 
Organization: Individual 
Address: S99 University Ave. #996 Honolulu , Hi. 96826 
Phone: 898-944-3638 
E-mail: cshrdr@m sn . com 
Submitted on: 2/ 3/ 2911 

Comments : 
I am a licensed acupuncturist in Hawaii . I have spent over 3299 hours in school to learn this 
medicine and over $69.999 to achieve my Masters of Science degree in Oriental Medicine. 
Medical doctors dont even have enough time now to currently serve their patients properly 
(HMO's etc .). MO's Ha ve too much on their plates already and that is why patients feel rushed 
and uncared for. MO's dont even receive nutritional training in med school and Oriental 
Medicine promotes food and herbs as medicine. Pharmaceutical drugs do not go hand in hand 
with acupuncture and Oriental Medicine. We are in the business to support our innate, natural 
healing of the body and Big Pharma does not support this. 299 hours of training is hardly 
adequate. I wouldnt feel confident getting treated by someone who only had 299 hours of 
training (MD or not ) . I am proud t o be a Hawaii resident for over 29 years . please dont 
j eopardize my livlihood by passing this bill. I am struggling to build a good income as an 
acupuncturist and MD's make more than enough money . I am honored to serve Hawaii with natural 
health care and have done so for 18 years in the state . First and foremost . everyone needs 3 
years (full·time ) minimum training at an accredited school to become competent in 
acupuncture. Thank you , Christine Walinch 



green1 ~ Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

mailinglist@capitoLhawaii .gov 
Thursday, February 03, 2011 2:27 PM 
HTHT estimony 

Cc: jopating@yahoo.com 
Subject: Testimony for S81507 on 2/4/20 11 4:00:00 PM 

Testimony for HTH 2/ 4/ 2011 4:00:00 PM 581507 

Conference room: 229 
Testifier position: oppose 
Testifier will be present: No 
Submitted by : Joanne Pating 
Organization: Individual 
Address: 2711 Puuhonua St. Honolulu, HI 96822 
Phone: 808-988-1590 
E-mail: jopating@yahoo.com 
Submitted on: 2/3/ 2011 

Comments: 
I am a patient of Jayne Tsuchiyama and have experienced remarkable results over the past 5 
years. Jayne is extremely knowledgeable about the eastern medical philosophy, needle points 
and herbs. I take great comfort in knowing that she has extensive training (3BBB+ hours). I 
do not believe that anyone, even a MD, could provide anywhere near the same level of 
treatment after only 200-3BB hours of training. Doctors are great) but but it's just not the 
same. There is a LOT to learn. I am even more horrified to learn that this bill applies to 
physician's assistants. 

It would be a disservice to the public to allow this bill to pass. I strongly oppose it. 

Thank you) 
Joanne Pating 

1 



green1 ~ Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

jill jameson 0iIlejameson8@yahoo.com] 
Thursday, February 03, 2011 2:37 PM 
HTHTestimony 
Aloha-I 

Please keep Accupuncture alive and well in Hawaii... 1 am a holistic natural healer and user of all th ings 
healthy, and this has helped millions of people. Do not take this away. Aloha , Jill Jameson 

1 



Mitzi Gold Ph.D, LCSW, MPH, LMT 
1016 Kapahutu Ave. 11265 Honolulu. HI. 9681 6 
February 3rd, 2011 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nlshihara. Vice Chair 
Senate Health Committee 
Re: Testimony Opposing Senate Bitt 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 
(Hearing scheduled f(lf Friday, February 4, 2011, at 4:00 p.m. in Room 229) 

Dear Senator Josh Green. Chair, Senator Clarence Nishihara Vice Chair, and other 
distinguished members of the Committee, 

I am writi ng to strongly urge your opposition to 531507 rela t ing to acupuncture. This bitt 
would be harmful to hcalthc<}re consumers because it would undermine the quality. safety. 
and integrity of acupuncture in Hawaii. It would tower professional standards and aHow 
inadequately trained people to practice acupuncture, by giving the Board of Medical 
Examiners sale regulatory jurisdiction over the practice of acupuncture by physicians and 
physidan's assistants, 

The Board of MedlCa! Examiners lacks the expertise to regulate the practice of acupuncture in 
this way. Only the Board of Acupuncture can appropriately do so, and their cu rre nt regulatory 
standards are the safest approach to delivering Quality acupunct ure to the public. 

Our current e ducation requi rements for acupuncture licensure include 3,240 hours of 
instruction. graduation from an accredited t!cupuncture (onege, and passage of national 
certification exams. With aU due respect for the extensive training MDs receive, their 
education focuses primarily on pharmaceutical and surgical approaches to illness, and they 
typically receive little ('If no training in acupuncture and OIienta l medicine. 

TIle regulation of a profess'ional practice should be vested in the hands of sen ior members of 
that profession, who are fully qualified to ~et professional standards for the practice. It is 
clearly the re sponsibility of the Board of Acupuncture, not any other party. to regulate 
acupuncture . Just as we would not JUOW the Boord of Acupuncture to regulate 
pharmaceutical drugs or surgery, we should not place the regulation of acupuncture in the 
hands of those who are not adequalely trained in acupuncture. 

Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same opportunity as 
anyone else to earn legitimate certification in a responslble manner. without loopholes or 
shortcuts. 5B1507 would create a population of inadequately trained acupuncture 
practitioners . 

Acupuncture lice nsure should not be taken tightly. It is a serious matter of pub lic safety, 
medical ethics, and the health of our Citizens. Please do not undermine the integrity of the 
acupuncture profession 111 our state, Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony on 
thiS bitt. I look forward to hearing of your opposition to 5B1507. 

Sincerely, Mitzi Go(d Ph,D., LCSW, MPH, LMT 



green1 - Karen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Martha S. Hash 
a8 Piikoi Street #2906 
Honolu lu, Hawaii 96814 

February 3rd, 2011 

MSHASH@aol.com 
Thursday, February 03, 2011 2:46 PM 
HTHTestimony 
Senate Bill 1507 

To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair 
Senate Health Committee 
Re: Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 1507 Relating to Acupuncture 
(Hearing scheduled for Friday, February 4,2011 , at 4:00 p.m. in Room 229) 

Dear Senator Josh Green, Chair, Senator Clarence Nishihara, Vice Chair, and other distinguished members of the 
Committee, 

I am writ ing to strongly urge your opposition to SB1507 relating to acupuncture. This bill would be harmful to healthcare 
consumers because it would undermine the quality, safety, and integrity of acupuncture in Hawaii. It would lower 
professional standards and allow inadequately trained people to practice acupuncture, by giving the Board of Medical 
Examiners sale regulatory jurisd iction over the practice of acupuncture by physicians and physician's assistants. 

The Board of Medical Examiners lacks the expertise to regulate the practice of acupuncture in this way. Only the Board of 
Acupuncture can appropriately do so, and their current regulatory standards are the safest approach to delivering quality 
acupuncture to the public. 

Our current education requirements for acupuncture licensure include 3,240 hours of instruction, graduation from an 
accredited acupuncture college, and passage of national certification exams. With all due respect for the extensive 
training MDs receive, their education focuses primarily on pharmaceutical and surgical approaches to illness, and they 
typically receive little or no training in acupuncture and oriental medicine. 

The regulation of a professional practice should be vested in the hands of senior members of that profession, who are 
fully qualified to set professional standards for the practice. It is clearly the responsibi lity of the Board of Acupuncture, not 
any other party , to regulate acupuncture. Just as we would not allow the Board of Acupuncture to regulate pharmaceutical 
drugs or surgery, we should not place the regulation of acupuncture in the hands of those who are not adequately trained 
in acupuncture. 

Any physician who wants to practice acupuncture currently has the same opportunity as anyone else to earn legitimate 
certification in a responsible manner, without loopholes or shortcuts. SB1507 would create a population of inadequately 
trained acupuncture practitioners. 

Acupuncture licensure should not be taken lightly. It is a serious matter of public safety, medical ethics, and the health of 
our citizens. Please do nol undermine the integrity of the acupuncture profession in our state. Thank you for the 
opportunity to submit testimony on this bill. I look forward to hearing of your opposition to SB1507. 

Sincerely, 

Martha S. Hash 
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