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Senate Bill 1417 - Relating to the State Rehabilitation Council

The Disability and Communication Access Board (DCAB) does not have a position on
Senate Bill 1417 that reduces the number of members on the State Rehabilitation
Council (SRC) from twenty-one to fifteen. However, we do offer comments

Groups identified to have representatives on the SRC have not been modified with the
proposed reduction in the number of members who will serve on the Council. One
member identified from each specific category totals thirteen. leaving only two additional
members who may be individuals with disabilities. DCAB is concerned that when
recruiting members from each category and from each county. the number of individuals
with disabilities serving on the Council will also be reduced. The SRC represents a
body whose primary goal is employment of individuals with disabilities. We do not see
how a reduction in number will be possible and still ensure that a majority or fifty-one
percent of the membership are individuals with disabilities. It is our sincere hope that
there is a means to ensure that the interest and voice of people with disabilities are not
under-represented or reduced when membership on the SRC is decreased to fifteen in
the event this bill passes.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Respectfully submitted.
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Enclosed is the testimony of Peter L Fritz on SBI417 SDI. The hearing was on March 14,2011. This
testimony is submitted at the request of the Chair to supplement my oral testimony at the hearing. Please call
me at 426.0000 if you have any questions.

Thank you,

Peter L Fritz

Peter Fritz
2229 Cooper Road
Honolulu, Hawaii 96822-1711
pltI<Vtritzhq.com
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(Relating To The State Rehabilitation Conneil)

Chair Mizuno, Vice Chair Jordan, and members of the Committee, thank you for the
opportunity to provide comments concerning S.B. 1417, SO I.

My name is Peter Fritz. I served two terms on the Rehabilitation Advisory Council, the
predecessor to the State Rehabilitation Council ("SRC"). For two years, I was the Chairperson
ofthe Council. I am an attorney and an individual with a hearing disability. I offer comments to
supplement my oral testimony at the hearing on March 14, 20 II. My comments are based on my
service on the Rehabilitation Advisory Council, my service as a member of the Disability and
Communication Access Board, my personal experience with a sister who has a moderate
disability, and my own experience as an individual with a disability.

This bill would reduce the number ofState Rehabilitation Council members from 21 to 15. I
am concerned that the reduction in number would mean that all interest of the disabled
community would not be adequately represented.

I offer the following comments:

• The SRC provide feedback to the Division ofVocational Rehabilitation ("DVR").
Federal law requires that the SRC have diverse membership. Membership consists of
consumers, parents of children with disabilities, service providers, a vocational
rehabilitation counselor, and members ofprivate industry.

• The SRC uses information from its members to help develop the State Plan which
guides DVR as to how to provide services to individuals with disabilities. In
addition, the SRC also conducts quality control surveys to measure the effectiveness
ofthe services being provided.

• I am concerned that any reduction in the number of Council members could cause
certain sectors to be underrepresented. The federal minimum requirement of 15
members may be appropriate for the mainland, but could also be totally in adequate
when dealing with the difficulties ofproviding services over all ofthe islands. It is
my personal opinion that the number ofmembers should not be reduced.

• During the period that I served on the Rehabilitation Advisory Council, we always
met quorum. I attribute this to the active role that DVR took in contacting members
prior to meetings and contacting various organizations in Hawaii for
recommendations for individuals to serve on the SRC.



• According to testimony by DVR at a hearing before the Senate Committee on Human
Services, the only effort made to find new members for the SRC was to post a notice
on the Governor's website. It has been my experience that the majority of individuals
who subsequently became members of the Rehabilitation Advisory Council or the
SRC, were contacted by DVR or agencies that had been contacted by DVR.

• DVR needs to take a more active role in finding committed members and organizing
meetings. It is more likely than not that it DVR takes a more active role with respect
to the SRC, the quorum issue can be resolved.

Thank you for the opportunity to testifY.

Respectfully submitted,




