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March 23, 2011

To:  Representative Henry Aquino, Chair
And members of the Committee on Public Safety and Military Affairs

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HCR 207/HR 178 URGING THE
GOVERNOR TO BEGIN DISCUSSIONS AND PLANS TO
ESTABLISH PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS TO BUILD
PRISONS AND CORRECTIONAL FACILITIES IN THE STATE

Hawaii Youth Services Network, a statewide coalition of more than 50
youth-serving organizations supports HCR 207/HR 178.

When incarcerated persons and their families are able to maintain strong
family bonds, there are substantial benefits to family members (particularly
the children), the prisoner, and to the correctional facility administration. It is

extremely difficult to sustain family ties when the prisoner is housed
thousands of miles away.

Children of incarcerated parents experience grief and loss, similar to the
experience of divorce or the death of a parent. Studies show that children of
incarcerated parents are at increased risk of abuse or neglect, and more likely
to have mental problems, and difficulty in school. Children of incarcerated
parents are seven times more likely to enter the juvenile or adult correctional
systems themselves. Providing opportunities to sustain the parent-child bond
can alleviate many of these problems.

Prisoners who have regular contact with family members benefit as well.
They are less likely to violate prison rules and create trouble for prison
authorities. They are more likely to take advantage of rehabilitation and
educational opportunities while in prison. Regular contact with family
members increases the chances of successful reintegration into the
community when a person is released from prison.




HYSN page 2

Hawaii Youth Services Network believes that children and their incarcerated parents would
benefit considerably from housing prisoners within the State of Hawaii.

Thank you for this opportunity to testify.

Sincerely,

dith F. CIW
Executive Director





