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Chair Oshiro and Members of the Committee:

I am Louis Erteschik, Staff Attorney at the Hawaii Disability Rights Center, and am
testifying in opposition to this bill.

The purpose of the bill is to suspend the current system of depositing into the
neurotrauma special fund, surcharges from certain motor vehicle accidents, and to
divert that money to the emergency medical services fund for a period of two years.

We strongly oppose this bill. When the current law (Act 160 SLH 2002) was passed, it
was hailed as a landmark piece of legislation. The legislature recognized the nexus
between automobile accidents and neurotrauma injuries, and established the
neurotrauma special fund derived from these surcharges on court cases.

The legislature also recognized that there was a dearth of available services for
individuals with the physical, cognitive and behavioral consequences of neurotrauma
injuries. HDRC has represented a number of individuals with neurotrauma injuiles and
have seen firsthand their dire need for services. Many of these individuals fall into a gap
group for which no programs are provided. This is particularly so for those individuals

•:~ with acquired or traumatic brain injuries. In most cases they do not qualify for services
~‘ from the Developmental Disabilities Division nor from the Adult Mental Health Division



t~!. of the Department of Health. They are truly the “gap group.” While the Quest Expanded
~‘ Access program has encompassed some of these individuals, there are still a great

many unmet needs.

Pursuant to law, the Department of Health has established a Neurotrauma Advisory
Board which provides input to the Department on expenditures from the fund. Many
worthwhile projects are funded in accordance therewith. While we take no position in
the need for funding emergency medical services, it is completely inappropiiate to
defund the Neurotrauma Special Fund for two years as a source of revenue. Funding
for the those programs should be allocated by the legislature from either the general
fund or some other source that may be appropriate This fund needs to be utilized for its
intended purpose.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in opposition to this measure.
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Rep. Marcus R. Oshiro, Chair
Rep. Marilyn 13. lee. Vice Chair
COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

Tuesday Februan 15. 20 I I — 2:00 p.m.
State Capitol. (:onierence Room 308

In Strong Onnosition to HR 774. Relating to Special Funds

Chair Oshiro. Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Committee.

Mv name is Dr. Cherylee Chang, Neurointensivist and Medical Director oFthe Neuroscience
Institute at Ihe ()tieei(s Medical Center. am te.siifying for he Queen’s Medical Center in strong
opposi ion to It H 774 which diveris monies away horn the Neuroirauma Special Fund. Included
with tins test i tnon~’ is a petit ion of health care prolessionals who share my concern that kiss of
hinding will negatively impact important brain and spinal cord injury prevention etfbrts, with

cu ar impact to children

The Netirotrauma Special Fund was established in 2002 by Act 160 for funding and contracting
br serv ices relating to neurotraunia. Funds are acquired through stircharges on traffic citations

related to causes of ncurotrauina injuries (speeding. drunk driving, not wearing seat belts, leaving
the scene of an accident involving bodily injury). The Department of Health has worked with
neurotrautna slirv ivors and their ñim i lies to identi iv priorities br expenditure of monies in the
special land and established a Neurotrauma Advisory Board “to develop, lead, administer.
cooruinate. juotlilot’. evaluate, and set direction or a comprehensive system to suppert and
provide setv ices fin survivors I’ ieurotrauma nj uries

IlK 774 intends to divert lands to the Emergency Medical Services (who also oppose this bill).
Most iiliporiantl\ - loss ol neurtaraullia fines will hamper efflarts to reduce the incidence ot brain
injirv in out- State. We have threespec i lie areas ol concern:

Loss I) I a proposed coti I met with Tb inkl”i rst I lawali who prov ides brain and spinal
cord initlrv prevention education to low—income children and vouta across the state through
school—based and public education efforts. lb inkF irs is a national program with local
chapteis that educate voting people about their personal vulnerability and the importance oh
inak ng sa 11 choices about seat belt. safety. helmet edttcat ion and water so lët~. At Queen’s.
~ care hr chhdrcn ~~ltti have atihiërcd traumatic hra:n injtiries. and the impact on the
v cliii one the foni i lv can he devastating. It is~~’- cii more heart—wrenching when (lie arc
iievciiahlc injtiriesAIliinkfirst pro~ect to reach out to ~ueas such as Wiitiae and
Kapa~anta that have the highest prevalence of trattinalie injuries in selitiol aged children

(“3 :ouc Qitceti’s Medical Center liaunia Registry) would be impacted. he ioal is ti

/~ ()iie,~ri s Health Systetus Company
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prevent the injury before i; occurs. This bit: would jeopardize valuable prevention
education.

2) The bill would also divert funds from the Hawaii Department of Education’s
Concussion Management Program. which works with the• DOE and private high school
athletic departments to conduct baseline• ~~ssessi~ients ot athletes using the ImPACT
concussion software. This program educates athletic directors. coaches, school personnel.
and parents on the importance of ImPACT results tbr monitoring concussions and develops
a protocol to assess the athlete after concussion. putting into place Return to Play”
guidelines lbr schools. This program will also go a step further and connect with
neuropsychologists and primary care physicians on the importance oithe concussion
results and interpreting the ImPACT post test For student athletes. Diversion of funds will
jeopardize this project.

3) Other important projects that this bill would jeopardize funding for include:
a [lie Hawaiian Islands Regional Stroke Network, which would increase public

education about the recognition of stroke symptoms and the need to call 911. This
project would also increase patient access to expert stroke consultation through the
establishment ofa tclemnedicine—based regional stroke network.

The Iio’oikaika Peer rvlentoriug Project which helps individuals with traumatic
brain injury find and use support services.

o CIte Brain Injury Association ofl-Iawaii which sponsors education and support
~roups for traumatic brain injury survivers.

These neumlraanla hinds are important and necessary to present injury in our State. 1 he best
health care starts with prcvention. We ur2c you to dethr this measure and thank you rbr the
opport unity to test i 1*

literature cited:

State of Ilawa ii. Department of I lealth. Report to the Twenty—fl fth Legislature. State of
I lawaii. Pursant to Chapter 321 H—4. Hawaii Revised Statutes requiring the Department
of Health to Provide an Annual Report o:i the Activities Under the Neurotrauma Special
lund. December 2009.

2 I hmmkl mist M1s3mon md I lmsto’~ IiUp\\’ \\ hi ~k iNtm ow \hc’mt ~cc~csLd februan 4
2011.

3. 200’) he Qticen~s Medical Center lratmma Registry

()
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a
Stibject: T.n Oppos:tion oil-lB 774 and SB 120. Scotion 117. Relating to State Funds

The Queen’s Medical Center strongly opposes I-lB 774 and SB 120, Section 117. We have attachad
a petition of ndividuais who are concerned that this bill that rcposes to divert monies away from
Ihe Neurotrauma Sp~cia1. Fund will impact negatively on important state brain/spinal cord ir~urv
provenhion, p4rt:cuI.arl y to children.
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Subject: Jn Opposition of NB 774 and SB 120, Section 17, Relating to State Funds

The Queen’s Medical Center strongly opposes RB 774 and SB 120, Section 117. We have attached
a petition of bdividuais who ure concex..ed that this bill t]iat proposes to divert monies away from
the Neurotraunia -Special Fund will impact negatively on important state brain/spinul cord in~ury
prevention. particularly to children.
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a
Subject: In Opposition of’HB 774 and SB 120, Section IlL Relating to Stare Funds

The Quc:ns Medical Center strongly opposes 1-lB 774 and SB 120, Section II?. We have attached
a petition of individuals who are concerned that this bifl that proposes to Given monies away from
tue Ncurolraurta Special Fund will zmpact negatively on important state brainJspii~al cord.Njuy
prevention, particularly t6 children.
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Subject: In Opposition of NB 774, ke~atiug to State Fands

Th.e Queens Medical Center strongly opposes HR 774. We have attached a petition of individuals
who ar~ concerned that this bill that proposes to divert monies away from the Neurotrauma Special
Fund ~vi11 impact. negatively on imporrant state brain/spinal cord inju~’ prevention. particuiarlvtc.
children.
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Subject: in Onpos:tion of 1-lB 774 and SB t20. Section 117. Relating to State Funds

The Queens Me~icai Center strongly opposes HE 774 and SB 120. Section 17 We have auachci
a petition of individuals who are concerned that this bill that proposes to divert monies away ü~ni
the Ncurotrauma Special Fund will impact negatively on importart state hraioispinal cord injury
prevenhion. particularly to children.
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Subject: in Opposition of HB 774 and SB 120, Section 117, Relating to State Funds

The Queen’s Medical Center strongly opposes i-lB 774 and SB 20, Section 1 i7 We have atiached
apelition of bidtviduais who are concenJed that this bill that propos~s to divert monies av~ay from
the Neurotrauin.a Special Fund wifl unpact negadveR on important state brainvspinal cord injury
prevention, partiCularly to children.
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Christopher Chun
Hawaii High School Athletic Association
Executive Director
Ph. 808-587-4496
Email chun@hhsaa.org

The Hawaii High School Athletic Association is opposed to HB 774. Funding from the
neurotrauma special fund has provided a grant to the University of Hawaii (UN). Through this
grant, graduate students from the UH Kinesiology program are assisting the Department of
Education athletic health care trainers (ANCT) program in conducting a concussion
management study. This school year is the first of a possible five year study. This grant enables
the DOE AHCT program to purchase laptop computers to conduct baseline and post concussion
neurocognitive tests on student athletes (more than 7,000 annually) participating in contact
sports. It also provides for the UH graduate assistants to conduct baseline postural stability test
on these same student athletes. Without this grant the AHCTs would not have the time and
resources to impliment the type of comprehensive concussion mangement program it currently
is using. Ultimately, Hawaii’s student athletes would be denied the care they are currently
receiving from their AHCT5.

1)



Written Testimony on behalf of the Hawaii Association of Athletic Trainers (HATA) H. B. No. 774

To: Chairman Marcus Oshiro and Members of the House Committees on Finance

My name is Cindy Clivio and I am providing written testimony for the members of the

Hawaii Association of Athletic Trainers (HATA) on SB 774. HATA does not take a position on this

measure but would like to offer comments.

The Hawaii Athletic Trainers Association (HATA) is the professional membership

association for Certified Athletic Trainers in our state. Certified Athletic Trainers are health care

providers who specialize in the prevention, assessment, treatment and rehabilitation of injuries

and illnesses of athletes participating in various athletic events in HawaU. The University of

Hawaii-Manoa offers a graduate entry level degree in Athletic Training. Athletic Trainers are

employed in most of Hawaii’s public schools, some private schools, colleges, Universities,

hospitals, physician offices, clinics, and by the military. Hawaii is considered a leader in

providing healthcare at the Secondary School level as the legislature provided funds to place a

certified athletic trainer in all of Hawaii’s public schools.

The Department of Education has begun the first of a three year grant program for the

education, prevention, assessment, and determination of return to play criteria for concussion

management in high school athletics. This is program has a critical role in athlete safety. The

funding is provided from the Nuerotrauma special funds. HATA would like to ask that those

funds which have been allocated from the Nuerotrauma fund to the DOE concussion grant

continue to be given to the DOE to continue this program in each of the next three years.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on behalf of the members of HATA.


