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Conference Room 308

Chair Oshiro and Members of the Committee:

I am Louis Erteschik, Staff Attorney at the Hawaii Disability Rights Center, and am
testifying in opposition to this bill.

The purpose of the bill is to suspend the current system of depositing into the
neurotraumna special fund, surcharges from certain motor vehicle accidents, and to
divert that money to the emergency medical services fund for a period of two years.

We strongly oppose this bill. When the current law (Act 160 SLH 2002) was passed, it
was hailed as a landmark piece of legislation. The legislature recognized the nexus
between automobile accidents and neurotrauma injuries, and established the
neurotrauma special fund derived from these surcharges on court cases.

The legislature also recognized that there was a dearth of available services for
individuals with the physical, cognitive and behavioral consequences of neurotrauma
injuries. HDRC has represented a number of individuals with neurotrauma injuries and
have seen firsthand their dire need for services. Many of these individuals fall into a gap
group for which no programs are provided. This is particularly so for those individuals
with acquired or traumatic brain injuries. In most cases they do not qualify for services
from the Developmental Disabilities Division nor from the Adult Mental Health Division
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of the Department of Health. They are truly the “gap group.” While the Quest Expanded
Access program has encompassed some of these individuals, there are still a great
many unmet needs.

Pursuant to law, the Department of Health has established a Neurotrauma Advisory
Board which provides input to the Department on expenditures from the fund. Many
worthwhile projects are funded in accordance therewith. While we take no position in
the need for funding emergency medical services, it is completely inappropfiate to
defund the Neurotrauma Special Fund for two years as a source of revenue. Funding
for the those programs should be allocated by the legislature from either the general
fund or some other source that may be appropriate This fund needs to be utilized for its
intended purpose.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in opposition to this measure.
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Rep. Marcus R. Oshiro. Chair
Rep. Marilyn 3, Lee. Vice Chair
COMMITIELE ON FINANCE

Tuesday Fehruary 15,2011 - 2:00 p.m.
State Capttol. Conference Room 308

In Strome Opposition to HB 774, Relating to Special Funds

Chair Gshiro. Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Cominittee.

My name is Dr. Cherylee Chang, Newrointensivist. and Medical Director ol the Neuroscienee

Institute al The Queen’s Medicat Center. [ am testifying for The Queen’s Medical Center in strong

oppusition to EH 774 which diverls monies away [rom the Neurotrauma Special Fund. Included
with this lestimoay i$ a petition of health care protessionals who share my concern that loss of
funding will negatively impact important brain and spinal cord injury prevention efforts, with
particuiar impact w children.

The Neurotrauma Special Fund was established in 2002 by Act 160 for funding and coniracting
tor services relating o neurotrauma, Funds are acquired through surcharges on traffic citations
related Lo causes of neuroirauma injuries (speeding, drunk driving. not wearing seat belts, feaving
the scene of an accident involving bodily injuryy, The Department of Health has worked with
newrctraama suryivors and their families o identify priorities for expenditure of monies in the
special fund and established & Neurotrauma Advisory Board “to develop. lead. administer,
caordinate, momtor. evaluate, and set direction for a comprehensive system to supporl and
provide services for survivors of neurotrauma injurics.”

HB 774 interds to divert funds 1o the Emergency Medical Services (who also oppose this bill).
Most impartantls  foss of neurotrauma tunas swill hamper efforts o reduce the incidence ot brain
Ny in our State. We nave three specilic arcas of concen:

[y Loss of a proposed contract with ThinkFirst Hawaii who provides brain and spinal
cord injury prevention education to low-income children and youta across the state through
school-hased and public cducation efforts, ThinkFirst is a national program with local
chaptets it educate young people about their personal valacrability and the importance of
mahing safe choices about seat belt safery. helmet education and water salety. AtQueen’s,
we care sor chiidren who have suffered truumatic brain injuries. and the impact on the
victim and the tamily can be devastating. 11 s oven more heart-wrenehing when they are
preventable injuries. A PhinkFirst project to reach out 1o arcas such as Walanae and
Kapaama that have the highest prevalence of traumatic injuries in schouo] aged children
(2000 Queen's Medical Center Trauma Registry) would be impacted, The goat is 1o

& Quesn s Healn Syateins Company



0271472011 09:44 FAX 808 5448398 WIK LLP

The Queen’s Medical Center Testimony on House Bill 774
Page 2

prevent the fnjury before it oceurs, This bill would jeopardize valuable prevention
education.

2) The bill would also divert funds from the Hawaii Department of Education’s
Concussion Management Program. which works with the DOE and private high schoot
athletic departments to conduct baseline assessments ol athletes using the ImPACT
concussion suftware. This program educates athletic directors. coaches, school personnel,
and parenis on the importance of ImPACT results for monitoring concussions and develops
a protocol 1o assess the athlete after concussion, putling into place "Return 10 Play™
guidelines for schools. This program will also go a step further and connect with
neuropsyehologists and primary care physicians on the importance of the concussicn
results and interpreting the mPACT post test for student athletes. Diversion of funds will

jeopardize this project.

37 Other important projects that this bili would jeopardize funding for include:

o The Hawaiian Islands Regional Stroke Network. which would increase public
cducation about the recognition of sirake symptoms and the need to calt 911 This
project would also increase patient access to expert stroke consultation through the
establishment of a telemedicine-based regional stroke network.

o The Hooikaika Pecr Mentoring Project which helps individuals with traumatic
brain injury find and use support services.

s The Brain [njury Association of Hawaii which sponsors education and support
sroups [or raumatic brain injury survivers.

These neurotraama funds are important and necessary to prevent injury in our State. ‘The pest
health care siarts with prevention. We urge you to defer this measure and thank you for the
opportunity to testify,

[iterature cited:

[

State ol Hawail Depariment of Health, Report to the Twenty-1itth Legislature. State of
Hawaii. Pursant to Chapter 321 H-4. Hawaii Revised Statutes requiring the Department
of Health to Provide an Annual Report on the Activities Under the Neurotrauma Special
Fund. December 2009,

ThinkFirst Mission and History. hitpeiwway ihinkIetore About’. Accessed February 4.
2011,

2000 The Queen's Medical Center Trauma Registry
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Subject: In Opposition of 1B 774 and SB 120, Section 117, Ralating to State Fusds

The Queen's Medical Center erongly opposes HB 774 and SB 120, Section 117. We have aflached
a petition of individuals who are concerned that this bill thet proposes to divert monies away fom
the Newrotravana Special Fuud will impact negatively on 2mportdnt state brain‘spinal cord injury
prevention, particularly te children.
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Subject: In Opposition of HB 774 and SB 120, Section 117, Relating to State Funds

The Queen’s Mecdical Center strangly opposes HB 774 and SB 120, Section 117, We have atached
a petition of individuals who arc concemned that this bill that proposes to divert monies away from

ihe Neurotranma Special Fund will impact negatively on important state brain/spinal cord injury
prevention, particularly to children.

PRINTED NAME 5 TITLE SIGNATURL 1

Hroma oo . D %f}w%p
| Cohane b LN
Marr  Rayeed | PO~ W_QZ,- ™
R R /ML,/" |
 Wwem o | Reofuser. e |
Rowos Labiner | APp1 ) (NS b,
AR CONIA ]
~.;B, kloﬁ LJ/V v {Q} (Hs VAR
l\—M_Jm_VvL_.ExLA_@m_Mj GMe ARI@E, Mosphi O‘QWW
DAN LT | opd DN A
Sher | TTokMiary “Thprma o ;Jm,uvf%m___\
CMINL @ O hm— iy to—

\/D S{LJh- Diwn | ji=, uf) Q'I)U?—'TM
J/ ta n l\’“"v‘f %CL v 1 D. % "M/L/} 784%@4/

e —— e,

Diane 5\‘@0165529, 21T - r.._i chr g,‘_%__(z .
D o oo A

RN L/’i(j't:{/g‘ ' @N ————— /{Z@m Qn/j{




0271472011 00:46 FAX 308 5448398 WIK LLP F 0057008

G2/1872810  BE152 HER54T4aBL s FEURCSCITNCE ol adsn?

Plaamu ]

Subjeci: Tn Opposition of HE 774 and SB 120, Section 117, Relating to Stare Funds

The Quezn's Medical Center strongly opposes HB 774 and 3B 120, Secticn 7. We have afiachad
a petition of individuals who are concerned that this bill that proposes 1o civert monies away [roim
the Neourotrauma Special Fund will impact negatively on important state braizsspinal cord.injury
presention, » articularly 10 children.
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Subject: In Oppositdon of HB 774, Relating to State Funds

The Queen's Medical Center sirongly opposes HB 774, We have attached a pefition of individuals
who are concened thai this biil that proposes to divert mordes away from the Neurolrauma Special
Fund will impact negatively on important state brain/spinal cord injury prevention, paraculorty te
children.
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Suiyjeet: In Gopositton of FB 774 and SB {20, Sectien 117, Relating o Swte Funds

The Queen’s Medical Center strongly opposes AB 774 and SB 120, Scetion 117 We have atiached
a pelition of individuals who are concerned that ihis bill that proposes to Giverlt monies away {rom
the Neurotrauma Special Fund will impact negatively on importart state brain/spinal cord injury
prevention, partizularly to children,
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Subject: In Opposition of HB 774 and §B 120, Section 117, Relating to State TFunds

The Queen's Medical Center sirengiy cpposes HB 774 and SB 120, Section 137 We have attached
apetiton of individuais who are concerned that this bill that proposes to diverl monies avay from
the Neurotrawna Special Fund wiil wapaci neganvely on important siate braizy spinal cord injury
prevention, particulardy to children.
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Christopher Chun

Hawaii High School Athletic Association
Executive Director

Ph. 808-587-4496

Email chun@hhsaa.org

The Hawaii High School Athletic Association is opposed to HB 774. Funding from the
neurotrauma special fund has provided a grant to the University of Hawaii {(UH). Through this
grant, graduate students from the UH Kinesiology program are assisting the Department of
Education athletic health care trainers (AHCT) program in conducting a concussion
management study. This school year is the first of a possible five year study. This grant enables
the DOE AHCT program to purchase laptop computers to conduct baseline and post concussion
neurocognitive tests on student athletes (more than 7,000 annually) participating in contact
sports. It also provides for the UH graduate assistants to conduct baseline postural stability test
on these same student athletes. Without this grant the AHCTs would not have the time and
resources to impliment the type of comprehensive concussion mangement program it currently
is using. Ultimately, Hawaii’s student athletes would be denied the care they are currently
receiving from their AHCTs.



Written Testimony on behalf of the Hawaii Association of Athletic Trainers (HATA) H. B. No. 774
To: Chairman Marcus Oshiro and Members of the House Committees on Finance

My name is Cindy Clivio and | am providing written testimony for the members of the
Hawaii Association of Athletic Trainers (HATA) on SB 774. HATA does not take a position on this

measure but would like to offer comments,

The Hawaii Athletic Trainers Association {HATA) is the professional membership
association for Certified Athletic Trainers in our state. Certified Athletic Trainers are health care
providers who specialize in the prevention, assessment, treatment and rehabilitation of injuries
and ilinesses of athletes participating in various athletic events in Hawaii. The University of
Hawaii-Manoa offers a graduate entry level degree in Athletic Training. Athletic Trainers are
employed in most of Hawaii’s public schools, some private schools, colleges, Universities,
hospitals, physician offices, clinics, and by the military. Hawaii is considered a leader in
providing healthcare at the Secondary School level as the legislature provided funds to place a

certified athletic trainer in all of Hawaii’s public schools.

The Department of Education has begun the f.irst of a three year grant program for the
education, prevention, assessment, and determination of return to play criteria for concussion
management in high school athletics. This is program has a critical role in athlete safety. The
funding is provided from the Nuerotrauma special funds. HATA would like to ask that those
funds which have been allocated from the Nuerotrauma fund to the DOE concussion grant

continue to be given to the DOE to continue this program in each of the next three years.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on behalf of the members of HATA.



