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Department's Position: The Department of Health is in support ofH.B. 761

2 Fiscal Implications: None.

3 Purpose and Justification: H.B. 761 relates to changing references in the Hawaii Revised Statutes

4 from "Mental Retardation" or like terms to "Intellectual Disability" or like terms. This term will

5 compliment the Developmental Disabilities Division's authorizing statute HRS 333F and have a great

6 impact on honoring an individual's self-determination. This term is recognized by the federal

7 government and implemented through statute and federal regulations. Hawaii will join the country and

8 professional organizations that have changed their language from Mental Retardation to Intellectual

9 Disabilities to respect people first.

10 Thank you for the opportunity to testify.
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February 7,2011

The Honorable Ryan I. Yamane, Chair
House Committee on Health
State Capitol
State of Hawaii
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

RE: HB 761- RELATING TO INTElLECTUAL DISBILITIES

LAT
Testimony.

Dear Chairman Yamane:
As State Director for Best Buddies Hawaii, I have extensive experience working with
students and adults that that have intellectual and developmental disabilities.

Best Buddies is a SOl(c)(3) nonprofit organization dedicated to establishing a global
volunteer movement that creates opportunities for one-to-one friendships, integrated
employment, and leadership development for people with intellectual and
developmental disabilities.

Along with our fellow organization, Special Olympics, Best Buddies International has been
fighting the battle to eliminate the "R" word for years.

I am in strong support of HB 761.

Adopting th is bill would have a very positive impact on increasing the self esteem of
individuals having an intellectual disability and on the way our society views them.

Sincerely,

~'11~
Michael McCormick
State Director, Best Buddies Hawaii

J.W. Cameron Center95 Mahalani Street- #9, Maui, HI 96793 - 01fi:e (80B} 242-6952 • FAX (808) g75-1638
www.bestbuddies.org

Friends andJobs - the Ticket to Success!
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Conference room: 329
Testifier position: support
Testifier will be present: Yes
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