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The Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA) SUPPORTS HB718, which would require
Department of Human Services to develop and administer a program assisting former
foster youth with housing options,

Approximately 52 percent of the children placed in foster care in Hawai‘i are of
Native Hawaiian ancestry. When these youth exit the foster care system, they are often
unprepared with the realities of making a living on their own. They struggle with the
transition to support themselves with the basic necessities like food, clothing, and
housing. The difficulty in this transition has resulted in a high number of former foster
youth who are unemployed, homeless, or often times incarcerated. Providing former
foster youth with the transitional support and foundation to locate affordable housing
options would empower them to become productive and self-sufficient adults.

Therefore, OHA urges the Committee to PASS HB718. Mahalo nui for the
opportunity to testify.
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To:  Representative John Mizuno, Chair

And members of the Committee on Human Services

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB 718 RELATING TO FOSTER
YOUTH

Hawaii Youth Services Network (HYSN), a statewide coalition of more than
50 youth serving organizations, supports HB 718 Relating to Foster Youth.

Thirty percent (30%) of youth who age out of foster care at age 18 become
homeless before 21.

Some of these youth have not graduated from high school by the time they
leave care. They lack the skills to obtain employment that pays enough to
cover the high cost of Hawaii’s housing. They need assistance in locating
affordable housing, negotiating with landlords, and managing their budgets.
Many landlords are reluctant to rent to young people without a credit history.

A program that assists youth ages 18-21 to find and retain housing would
reduce homelessness in this vulnerable population and help youth to learn
and practice key skills of adult independent living.

Thank you for this opportunity to testify.

Sincerely,

Judith F. Clark
Executive Director
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