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HB 0691 Relating to Youth Suicide Prevention

Provides for continued funding for a teen suicide prevention coordinator
within the department of health and for teen suicide prevention services
within the department of education. Makes appropriations to departments

of health and education.

The Department of Education (Department) supports HB 691 as long as its
implementation does not impact or replace the priorities set forth in the
Executive Biennitum Budget for Fiscal Years 2011-2013. The
appropriation to the Department should include restoration of a 12-month
Peer Education Program (PEP) Resource Teacher (RT) and a full-time
{1.0 FTE) clerk-typist. The RT is needed to effectively coordinate and
expand PEP services to all secondary schools and to support suicide
prevention community networking in schools; clerical position is needed
for data and reporting requirements necessary for proactive student
supports. Currently, 25 PEP coordinators have been provided curriculum
resources and training to implement the Signs of Suicide curriculum with
high school students in PEP, and provide outreach services to students in

their schools, and feeder middle and elementary schools.
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January 25, 2011

To:  Representative Ryan Yamae,Chair
And members of the Committee on Health

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB 691 RELATING TO YOUTH
SUICIDE PREVENTION

Hawaii Youth Services Network (HYSN), a statewide coalition of more than
50 youth serving organizations, supports HB 691 Relating to Youth Suicide
Prevention.

According to the Hawaii Youth Behavioral Risk Survey, Hawaii has a
remarkably high number of youth who have thought about or attempted
suicide.

Providing funding to the Department of Health and Department of Education
for youth suicide prevention could:

1. Provide training for teachers and other school personnel on suicide
prevention and response; _

2. Establish educational programs for students that would help them
deal with the issues that lead to suicide and seek help for themselves
or their parents;

3. Support community-based education and prevention programs.

Thank you for this opportunity to testify. Please accept my apologies for not
appearing in person to testify; I am traveling on HYSN business on the
mainkand.

Sincerely,

Judith F. Clark
Executive Director
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Testimony for HLT 1/28/2011 9:30:00 AM HB691
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Submitted by: John Steitz
Organization: Individual
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E-mail: johne@iphawaii.rr.com
Submitted on: 1/27/2011

Comments;:
Hi my name is John,

I am sorry I could not be present to testify on HB691. I do support the bill. Teen Suicide
has been an on going issue that we must prevent.

Mahalo for letting me testify,

John Steitz



