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Department’s Position: Oppose.

Fiscal Implications: This bill would require resources that the department currently does not have.
Purpose and Justification: This bill proposes that the department be the lead in establishing a detailed
action plan to simplify and consolidate permitting and licensing requirements for food production and
processing facilities. The department does not have the resources to develop detailed action plans that
need to be coordinated with DBEDT and DOA as well as any other state or federal agencies to develop
this plan. DBEDT is responsible for streamlining commerce, and coordinating with other agencies. The
sanitation branch is regulatory in nature and may have conflicts of interest in promoting businesses. The
sanitation branch presently reviews the building plans for permits of the above food facilities within 48
hours. Once the facility is built, the sanitation branch will inspect within 24 hours and will issue the
approval to operate if all departmental requirements are met at the time of inspection. The sanitation
branch have refined, simplified and streamlined the process in the past six yeérs to assist the business
community. The sanitation staffs' daily functions have been prioritized to ensure that businesses are not
delayed by our regulatory function and we have not received a formal complaint in the past five years

that the sanitation branch is the reason for any delay in new business openings.
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Thank you for the opportunity to testify.
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