morikawa2 - Grant

From: Tomoso Home [jtomoso@hawaii.rr.com]

Sent: Friday, January 28, 2011 6:57 AM

To: HLTtestimony

Subject: testimony on HB 512

HB 512 _ RELATING TO PALLIATIVE CARE HLT, CPC, FIN

Requires policies of accident and health or sickness insurance
to provide coverage for palliative care. Define palliative care.

Aloha kakou:

As a Social Worker, | have come to understand and be supportive of palliative care as an integral part
of the comprehensive-array of health services for patients who are living with debilitating and even
terminal iliness. | have recently consulted in fwo cases where the relieving of symptoms definitely
improved the quality of life for the patient and their families. This improvement was also shared by
the health care team, under the direction of the treating physician, as well. Such care, in my
professional opinion, is “curative” in ways that are inclusive of the patient and all those surrounding
him or her and this, to me, is how | as a Social Worker, deliver my best work!

Aloha iho

" John A. H. Tomoso, MSW, ACSW, LSW
Executive Director

Hui No Ke Ola Pono, Inc.

95 Mahalani Street, Ste 16-A

Wailuku, Maui, Hawai'i 96793



Jan 27, 2011

kepresentative Daynette Morikswa
State Capitol, Recom 426

4.5 Scuth 3erstania Street
Eonclulu, 3I 96813

Daar Representativs Morikawa,

The Healthcarz Asscciation fully recognizes the bernefizs of zalllative
care and encouraces lts exrzansion throughout the state. In recent
years, insurers, providers, and palliative cars advocatzes such as Sz.
Francis Health Systems and Kokua Mau have been working togethes to
inprove access to malliative care. Today, palliative cars 1s avallakle
in many more health care ssttings, and there is much more insurance
coverage for it.

It is estimated that rospize usage has doukled in 19 years, and today
rearly cne-third of all pecple who die have received hospice care
befors —heir deaths. The John A. Burns Schosl of Medicine now requires
its students to take a ¢ourse 11 palliative care, and student nurses
routinely do community rotations through hospice providers.

The Healthcars Asscciation supports the cortinued collaboration to
ezpaend pelliative care. However, we fesl that a law that mandates
insurance coverace is not neaded at this time. Instesad, we sugcest a
resclution that recogrizes progress that has been nade in recent ysars
and encourages continued cclleboration and the contlinues expansion of
palliative care.

Thank yvou for this opportunity to share my thoughts on EB BlL2.
Manhale.

Eincerely,

Mr. Kevin Roberts

640 Ulukshiki St
Kailua, HI 96734-4454

JAN-27-2011 87:37PM  FAX:ST7452546 ID: MORIKAWA DEE » PAGE: BB1 R=93%



