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Statement of  

Denise M. Wise 
Hawaii Public Housing Authority 

Before the 
 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY AND LABOR 
 

April 4, 2011 9:00 A.M. 
Room 016, Hawaii State Capitol 

 
In consideration of 

H.B. 44 H.D. 1 
RELATING TO PROSTITUTION 

 
Mister Chair and Members of the Senate Committee on Judiciary and Labor, thank you 
for the opportunity to provide you with comments regarding House Bill 44 as amended, 
relating to prostitution. 
 
The Hawaii Public Housing Authority (HPHA) supports enactment of the measure, 
which elevates the offense of prostitution to a misdemeanor within 750 feet of a school 
or public park.  This measure will significantly improve the ability of public safety 
professionals to ensure a safe, livable community for the citizens of Hawaii. 
 
The HPHA appreciates the opportunity to provide the Senate Committee on Judiciary 
and Labor with the agency’s position regarding H.B. 44 H.D. 1.  We respectfully request 
the Committee to pass this measure favorably. 





From: Tracy A Ryan
To: JDLTestimony
Subject: Testimony for Monday"s hearing
Date: Friday, April 01, 2011 9:47:04 AM

TESTIMONY
 

The Libertarian Party of Hawaii
c/o 1658 Liholiho St #205

Honolulu, HI 96822
 
 
March 31, 2011
 
RE: HB 44 to be heard Monday, April 4, 2011 at 9:00 AM in conference room 016.
 
To the members of the Senate Committee on Judiciary and Labor
 
            We oppose passage of HB 44. If sex workers are to be chased away from schools
and parks, which through most of the 24 hours of the day are quite places that would
disturb no one, where will they go? In front of people’s houses or businesses where they
will be more problematic than to begin with is the likely result.  If this bill is aimed at
reducing the complaints from Downtown residents it can only have the opposite effect.
Doesn’t anyone think these things though?  No useful attempt to move prostitution
activities can be had unless a tolerated, or legal zone is established. 
            If the legislature was serious about responding to these complaints we suggest a
gutting of this bill with new language as indicated below replacing it.
 
Suggested Amendment to HB 44       
Delete 712-1200 and replace with the following
 
(1) A person commits the offense of prostitution if the person engages in, or agrees or
offers to engage in, sexual conduct with another person for a fee.
(2) As used in subsection (1), “sexual conduct” means “sexual penetration” deviate sexual
intercourse,” or “sexual contact,” as those terms are defined in 707-700.
(3) The offense of prostitution is a violation subject to a fine of up to $500  if the person
agrees or offers to engage in acts of prostitution in a public place which is likely to be
observed by others who would be affronted or alarmed.  For purposes of this section a
“public place” means any street, sidewalk, bridge, ally or alleyway, plaza, driveway, parking
lot, or transportation facility or the doorways and entrance ways to any building which
fronts on any of the aforesaid places, or a motor vehicle in or on any such place except
areas that are designated as exceptions to this section by law.
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(4) There is no penalty for engaging in, agreeing or offering to engage in acts of
prostitution except as described in section (3) above.
(5) The Legislature and or County Governments shall designate areas within their
jurisdiction as exempt from the penalty provisions of section (3) above. Designated areas
shall include portions of geographic areas that have a history of this offense. The
designated areas may be described both by geographic boundaries and by time of day
limitations.
(6) This section shall not apply to any member of the police department, a sheriff, or a law
enforcement officer acting in the course and scope of duties.
 
Retain 712-1201
Retain 712-1202
 
Delete section (a) of 712-1203
Delete 712-1204
712-1205 already repealed
Delete 712-1206
Delete 712-1207
 
 
                       
 
 
Sincerely:

 





 
       American Civil Liberties Union of Hawai'i 
       P.O. Box 3410 
       Honolulu, Hawai'i 96801 
       T: 808.522-5900 
       F: 808.522-5909 
       E: office@acluhawaii.org 
       www.acluhawaii.org  

 
Committee:  Committee on Judiciary and Labor 
Hearing Date/Time: Monday, April 4, 2011, 9:00 a.m. 
Place:   Room 325 
Re:   Testimony of the ACLU of Hawaii in Opposition to H.B. 44, HD1, 

Relating to Prostitution 
 
Dear Chair Hee and Members of the Committee on Judiciary and Labor: 
 
The American Civil Liberties Union of Hawaii (“ACLU of Hawaii”) writes in opposition to H.B. 
44, HD1. 
 
The ACLU of Hawaii believes that prostitution should be decriminalized, and while that is not 
the issue being debated today, we certainly oppose any effort to increasing the criminal penalties 
associated with private sexual behavior between consenting adults.   
 
Criminal sanctions against prostitution have traditionally represented one of the most direct 
forms of discrimination against women.   Further, prostitution laws are a violation of the right of 
individual privacy because they impose penal sanctions penal sanctions for the private sexual 
conduct of consenting adults.  Whether an adult chooses to engage in sexual activity for purposes 
of recreation, or in exchange for something of value, is a matter of individual choice, not for 
governmental interference.   
 
The mission of the ACLU of Hawaii is to protect the fundamental freedoms enshrined in the U.S. 
and State Constitutions.  The ACLU of Hawaii fulfills this through legislative, litigation, and 
public education programs statewide.  The ACLU of Hawaii is a non-partisan and private non-
profit organization that provides its services at no cost to the public and does not accept 
government funds.  The ACLU of Hawaii has been serving Hawaii for over 40 years. 
       

Thank you for this opportunity to testify.   
 
Sincerely,  
 
Laurie A. Temple 
Staff Attorney 
ACLU of Hawaii  



VICTOR & ANITA LIM  
1751 Laukahi St., Honolulu, Hawaii 96821 
 
 
April 2, 2011 
 
 
Senator Clayton Hee, Chair 
Committee on Judiciary and Labor 
Hawaii State Senate 
 
 
Dear Chair Hee and Members of the Senate Committee on Judiciary and Labor 
 
 Re: Support for HB 44 HD 1 Relating to Prostitution 
 
As someone who is actively engaged in the Downtown and Chinatown neighborhood, I 
strongly support the intent of HB44 HD1 making it a misdemeanor to engage in 
prostitution and solicitation within seven hundred feet of a school or public park. 
 
We have been working very hard to try and making our neighborhood a better working 
and living place for our children, seniors, and people that come to patronize the many 
businesses in the area but face constant setbacks from the crime and criminal elements 
relating to prostitution and related vices. 
 
Thanks you for giving me an opportunity to try and improve our neighborhoods and 
community. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Victor Lim 
Chair, Fort St. Mall Business Improvement District 
President, Lum Sai Ho Tong 
Past Chair, Chinese Chamber of Commerce 
Vice Chair, Concerned Citizens for River Street Housing 
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Oahu’s Neighborhood Board system – Established 1973 

 
 

Testimony of  
Thomas Smyth, Vice Chair 

 
Before the 

Senate Committee on Judiciary And Labor 
Monday, April 4, 2011, 9:00 am Room 016 

On  

HB 44 HD 1 Relating to Prostitution 
 

 Chair Hee, Vice Chair Shimabukuro and Members of the Committee: 
 
 The Downtown Neighborhood Board strongly supports HB 44 HD 1 that makes it 
a misdemeanor offense to solicit prostitution within 750 feet of a school or public park. 
  
 Those of us who live in the Downtown and Chinatown neighborhood are very 
concerned with the prostitution that occurs throughout that area.  We have several 
schools in our neighborhood, both public and private, and several small and medium 
size parks.  All of these are close to the most frequently used prostitution areas.    
 
 We feel that children who travel to and from these schools and play in these 
parks should not have to witness sexual activity, let alone the related assaults, 
robberies and dropped drug paraphernalia that is associated with this conduct. 
 
 Prostitution often involves other crime, including actions that may affect 
passersby.  Our children should not have to be in danger from this activity.  Their 
parents should feel comfortable with their children and their friends being in otherwise 
safe places. 
 
 This bill would add to the increased criminal penalties that the other related bills 
being heard here advocate.  We need to do all we can, across a wide range of legislative 
actions, to help reduce the very real dangers that come from prostitution activity.  This 
measure would help in that important effort. 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony.   
 
 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: JDLTestimony
Cc: Louier001@hawaii.rr.com
Subject: Testimony for HB44 on 4/4/2011 9:00:00 AM
Date: Friday, April 01, 2011 2:30:44 PM

Testimony for JDL 4/4/2011 9:00:00 AM HB44

Conference room: 016
Testifier position: support
Testifier will be present: Yes
Submitted by: Roland Louie
Organization: Individual
Address:
Phone:
E-mail: Louier001@hawaii.rr.com
Submitted on: 4/1/2011

Comments:
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