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In consideration of
HOUSE BILL 378
RELATING TO LANDSCAPING OF PUBLIC FACILITIES

The Department of Land and Natural Resources (Department) supports the intent of House Bill
378 to increase the use of native Hawaiian plants in landscaping for public facilities and offers
the following comments.

It is important that the State do what it can to maintain our native plants and animals, and slow
the spread and impacts of non-native and invasive plants on our environment. However, not all
non-native plants are an immediate and significant threat to our environment. The landscaping
and nursery industries use a variety of useful and popular non-native plants that serve a
beneficial purpose in our lives, beautify our communities, and would be difficult to replace in
short order. Adopting a program to move to greater use of native Hawaiian plants in public
facilities is admirable and desirable, but will take time to achieve. '

The Department can play a part in this initiative, helping to educate the industry to the damaging
impacts of many non-native plants, participate in the community discussion on what are
acceptable non-native landscaping plants, and help identify alternative native Hawaiian plants
with similar shape, color and growth form that can be used instead.

An equally important part of this initiative should be a shift to the production and use of “Hawaii
grown” products for the landscaping industry. This would provide both economic benefits by
supporting of our local agricultural and nursery industries, and reduce the risk of importing new
diseases and invasive species that come in on foreign and domestic imports.
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Comments:

Hawaii the endangered species capitol of the world. This bill encourage the propagation of those plants and
create job opportunities for native plant nurseries. Inevitably, there will be complaints that only using native
plants is &quot;burdensome,&quot; but the impact is only burdensome if one wears a blindfold when looking
at the future. I strongly support this bill.





