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Chair Aquino, Vice—Chair Cullen and Members of the Committee:

The Department of Hawaiian Home Lands (DHHL) supports the purpose

and intent of HB 313 which establishes a pilot program aimed at

reducing recidivism while preserving and restoring significant Native

Hawaiian cultural sites.

This pilot program has incredible potential to support the

successful transition of inmates from prison to their communities

while establishing (or re—establishing) a connection to Hawaiian

culture. Several of our beneficiaries and their families would likely

benefit from this type of support system. While we realize the

benefit of this pilot program, we defer to our sister agency, the

Office of Hawaiian Affairs, to determine the feasibility and fiscal

impact of this proposal.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.
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The Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA) offers the following comments on HB
313. This bill reduces appropriations to OHA in order to fund a rehabilitation
program for the Department of Public Safety (DPS) that provides for non-violent
inmates to participate in the preservation and restoration of historic Hawaiian sites
located in rural districts.

OHA recognizes the value of culturally appropriate programs to assisting
incarcerated individuals with rehabilitation and reintegration into the community.
In the past, OHA has supported cultural programming for incarcerated individuals
(or pa’ahao) and reintegration efforts. Important serice providers such as MEOBest,
T.J. Mahoneys, and Hina Mauka have all received OHA grant resources previously
to support Native Hawaiian pa’ahao. OHA’s recent report, “The Disparate
Treatment of Native Hawaiians in the Criminal justice System”, further confirm that
culturally appropriate programs, like the one suggested in this bill, help pa~ahao
rehabilitate and reenter the community.

We do, however, have very strong reservations with the means utilized to
fund this program since general fund resources utilized for this program offset or
reduce general fund resources allocated to OHA for its programs. This bill, then,
does not expand resources for pa’ahao, it simply reallocates existing resources
away from OHA to the Department of Public Safety. Since more services are
needed, we strongly encourage the Committee to fund this program without
incorporating the offset to OHA general revenue resources.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit comments on this legislation.
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I support the intent of this bill, however, this and other similar programs can and
have been created and implemented by the Dept of Public Safety. A re-entry bill
and many others have been passed but not implemented, including the
Correctional Master Plan of 1972 that paved the way for OCCC, with emphasis on
non-prison programs.

Mahalo,

Andy Botts
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Tile plan, to he presented
to the Legislature next
month calls for:

—Diagnostic centers in
each county. They would pro
vide pit-trial scitening for
alternatives to incarceration
and pre-sentence investiga

each county. The centers
would have minimum to
moderate security and reha
bilitation programs.

—Conversion• ol Hawaii
State Prison to a community
cdrrectional center for Oabu.

—The conversion of Hala
wa .Jail into a mZ~Ximuni Se
curity facility for prisoners
from all countie-. The jail
now is-administered by the
II o n o In In Police Depart
ment, hut would he turned
over to the Slute Corrections
Division.
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Humane Prison.
Editorial Page A-14.
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ct II~ ty to max iiii ii ni Security.

The object would be to
provide corrections officers
with - a much greater variety
of programs according to
the individual - needs of- cavIl
p r iso ncr.

1’l t e gail wu ‘01(1 be - 11w
reintegration ni to the com
munity of persons who had
committed crimes but only
when this could he done
without danger to the com
munity.

• TIlE MASTER PLAN is-
the brainchild of the Univer
sity of illinois. which has
been studying Hawaii’s
correctional needs since Sep
tember. -

The study and master plan
were financed by a federal

cost to the State

However, if the master
plan is approved, it will cosi
the State sonic $18 millior
over the next 15 years.

The Legislature will
asked to appropriate $1,449,
300. primarily for architec
tuiral design.

The MI I Inc Committee a
the State Law Enforcernen
and Juvenile Delinquenc
Planning Agency approve’
the plan Wednesday.

TIlE AGENCY’S superv
sory board yesterday vote
ujnafliflloLISlY to recomrflen’
the plan to the Lcgisbturi

‘l’lw supervisory boart
which works closely with th
Slate Law Enforcement A
sistance Administration. i
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à~ASH SCENE — A Marine stand~guord in the dense thick~t at Barbers Point..Nc~dl-AirStat~ori --
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A tu n i q ii e bori-ectional
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- GOOD NEIGHBOR — Usa-Blond, 10, daughter
of Dr. andMrs Richard 0. Bland of Ft. Shatter,
come to the Star-Bulletin office yesterday to
contribute a stuffed doll to the Good Neighbors’

- Fund. She wanted us to understand that it is to-
be given~ to another .1 0-yeor-old girl. Usa at
tends Oui- Redeemer lutheron School in Kaimu
ki. There is more Good-- Neighbors’ news on
Page B-i. -
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According to theUniverSi

ty of Illinois staff members;
such a corrections.. plan
would be the first in therm
tion. A similar but not so
concise plan is behig ~tudied’
in Washington, D.C..:
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as expected by would receive mental and
lave moved de- pl~ysicM: examinations and
other warships where his personal history
antic into the would be compiled. -

The pbrsoo would stay at
the diagnostic center about
2-1 hours, and then be trans
ferred - to a community
etrrecti6nai center (CCC).

‘l’Hl~ 1NITIAL conceiji of
the CCC staff ~~oi,ld be to
provide a possible alternate
to jail while the person is
awaiting trial.

This ‘Sould consist of com
munity live-in programs.

If it was determined the
person should not be ro
leased ~~‘hile awaiting trial,
there would he programs at
the CCClo keep him occu
pied, both mentally and
physically

If the~person is convicted
in eour(,the CCC staff would
conduct a l)ost-trial investi
gation to help determine
how he is to serve his sen
tenet — by probalion or at
facilities such as an honor
camp, the CCC or the maxi
mum security facility at ha
laWn.
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