
(

.,

NEIL ABERCROMBIE
GOVERNOR OF HAWAII

LORETTAJ. FUDDY,AC.s.W.,M.P.H.
ACTING DIRECTOR OF HEALTH

STATE OF HAWAII
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

P. O. BOX 3378
HONOLULU, HI 96801-3378

February 14, 2011

Kelli L Buenconsejo, RN
Department of Health
Leeward Oahu Nursing Section
94-275 Mokuola Street Rm 101
Waipahu, HI 96797

The Honorable Representative Marcus Oshiro, Chair
The Honorable Representative Marilyn Lee, Vice Chair
& Members of the House Committee on Finance
State Capitol
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Committee:

In reply, please refer 10:
File:

(

(

Re: HB 1513, HD1 - RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED STRATEGY
Hearing: Monday, February 28, 2011 at 5:00pm

Conference Room 308, State Capitol

My name is Kelli Buenconsejo and I am a Department of Health Public Health Nurse
and a member of the Waipahu Community Coalition. I have worked in the Waipahu
community for 8 years.

I am appealing for your support of HB 1513 to sustain the Weed and Seed strategy in
Kalihi-Chinatown-Ala Moana, Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach.

The collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit organizations,
community groups and private businesses has helped reduce violent crime and drug­
related crimes.

I am an avid supporter of Weed and Seed as they have worked diligently to improve the
Waipahu community. I have seen the improvement Waipahu through decreased crime
and increased community awareness of illegal activities. The officers and site
coordinator work actively with elementary, intermediate and high school students to
combat and prevent substance abuse, truancy and gang involvement. They've recently
started their FRESH START program which targets 9th grade students who are on the
verge of failing or who are repeating the 9th grade. They are planning weekly learning'
excursions to teach the students the importance of completing high school. Theirfirst
excursion was to feed the homeless at Kea'au Beach Park. The students were able to
talk one to one with the residents and obtain their perspective about being homeless.



( They've organized graffiti paint outs and participated in beautification projects. They've
assisted in creating neighborhood security watches in the most at-risk neighborhoods
and have empowered the residents to report illegal activities promptly. They are an
integral part of the Waipahu Community Coalition and help to provide safe, healthy,
drug-free activities for the residents of Waipahu. It is a pleasure working with such
dedicated professionals to improve Waipahu and I look forward to working with them in
future projects.

Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource whose
strategy needs to be continued. Your support ofthis important initiative will ensure that
community leaders and partners continue to build a strong network of committed
citizens that will work toward preventing crime and growing strong, healthy
communities.

Weed and Seed is very important to the community, I urge you to support HB 1513
HD1.

Sincerely,

Kelli L. Buenconsejo, RN
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cc: Representative Pono Chong
Representative Denny Coffman
Representative Sharon Har
Representative Linda Ichiyama
Representative Chris Lee
Representative Kyle Yamashita
Representative Gil Riviere

Representative Isaac Choy
Representative Ty Cullen
Representative Mark Hashem
Representative Jo Jordan
Representative James Tokioka
Representative Barbara Marumoto
Representative Gene Ward
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Robin Sonobe
94-275 Mokuola Street, #101
Waipahu, HI 96797

The Honorable Representative Marcus Oshiro, Chair
The Honorable Representative Marilyn Lee, Vice Chair
& Members of the House Committee on Finance
State Capitol
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Oshiro. Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Committee:

Re: HB 1513, HD1 - RELATING TO THE WEeD AND SEED STRATEGY
HearIng: Monday, February 28,2011 at 5:00pm

Conference Room 308, State CapltoJ

My name is Robin Sonobe and I work in the Waipahu community as a Public Health
nurse.

r am appealing for your support of HB 1513 to sustain the Weed and Seed strategy in
Kalihi, Chinatown-Ala Moana, Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach.

The collaborative effort involving Jaw enforcement, residents, non-profit organizations,
community groups and private businesses has helped reduce violent crime and drug­
related crimes.

I have seen the improvement in my community by witnessing a big decrease in graffiti
and rubbish in Waipahu. I have seen youth and families join together in projects for tha
betterment of their community. I have participated in various Weed and Seed
projects and felt the bond of various community groups, including law
enforcement, working together for one cause.

Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource whose
strategy needs to be continued. Your support of this important initiative will ensure that
community leaders and partners continue to build a strong network of'committed
citizens that will work toward preventing crime and growing strong. healthy
communities.
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( The Weed and Seed strategy is very important to the community. I urge you to support
HB 1513, HD1.

Sin~eIY. /..

'fy·L r~
Robin Sonobe

(

cc: Representative Pono Chong
Representative Denny Coffman
Representative Sharon Her
Representative Linda Ichiyama
Representative Chris Lee
Representative Kyle Yamashita
Representative Gil Riviere

Representative Isaac :Choy
Representative Ty Cullen
Representative Mark Hashem
Representative Jo Jordan
Representative James Tokioka
Representative Barbara Marumoto
Representative Gene Ward
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STATE OF HAWAII
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

WAIPAHU HIGH SCHOOL
94-1211 FARRINGTON HIGHWAY

WAIPAHU, HI 96797

February 27,2011

The Honorable Representative Marcus Oshiro, Chairperson
The Honorable Representative Marilyn Lee, Vice Chairperon
Members of the House Committee on Finance
State Capitol
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Re: HB 1513 - RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED STRATEGY

Dear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee, and Members of the Committee:
~

/,Ioha. My name is Keith Hayashi. I am writing in support of HB 1513, Relating to the Weed and
\._ ed Strategy. As the former Principal of Waipahu Elementary School, the former Complex Area
Superintendent of the Pearl City and Waipahu Complexes, and the current Principal of Waipahu High
School, I am asking for your support of HB 1513 to sustain the Weed and Seed Strategy in the Kalihi­
Chinatown-Ala Moana, Waipahu, and EwaJEwa Beach areas.

The collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit organizations, community
groups and private businesses have helped reduce violent crime and drug-related activity. I am an
avid supporter of Weed and Seed because I have experienced the positive impact that Weed and
Seed provides for communities and schools. Law enforcement officers work collaboratively with
school administrators and teachers in helping students to reflect on their choices, set goals, and hold
themselves accountable for their actions.

Currently at Waipahu High School, our Weed and Seed Officers have partnered with the Federal
Bureau of Investigation and Gear-Up Waipahu to implement a curriculum for ninth graders. This
comprehensive program works with students to make sensible and proactive choices for themselves
and their community. Students participate in team-building activities and take pictures within their
community to identify areas of pride. Weed and Seed has truly made a positive impact in the lives of
our students.

Weed and Seed has also partnered with other agencies to implement the Fresh Start Program for
student who have failed or are in jeopardy of failing the ninth grade. In this program, parents and
students participate in a series of learning trips, including a homeless camp, the Ropes Course, the

( _Ihu C0n:'munity Correc~ional Center, and the Honolulu Community College. Th~ focus is..on
strengthening the connection between the student, the parent, and the school-community for positive
decision-making.

AN AFFIRMATIVE ACTION AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER



The Weed and Seed Officers also have been very supportive in various requests from our school.
They have always assisted Waipahu High School's administration with student problems and
c:rmcerns. They have been a valuable resource to proactively address student problems.
(
Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource whose strategy needs to
continue. Your support of this important initiative will ensure that community leaders and partners
continue to build a strong network of committed citizens that will work toward preventing crime and
growing strong, healthy communities.

Weed and Seed is very important to the community, I urge you to support HB 1513.

Sincerely,

Keith Hayashi
Principal

cc: Representative Pono Chong
Representative Denny Coffman
Representative Sharon Har
Representative Linda IchiyamaC' presentative Chris Lee
nepresentative Kyle Yamashita
Representative Gil Riviere

(

Representative Isaac Choy
Representative Ty Cullen
Representative Mark Hashem
Representative Jo Jordan
Representative James Tokioka
Representative Barbara Marumoto
Representative Gene Ward

AN AFFIRMATIVE ACTION ANO EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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STATE OF HAWAII
Or;PARThlENT OF EDUCATION

LINAPUNI ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
14;34l..lNAPUNI STREET
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ihe Honorable Marcus R. Oshiro, and Members

House Committee on Finance
HawaII State Legislature

State Capitol, Room 306

Honolulu, HI 96813

Dear Chair Oshiro and Members:

Re:HB 1513

I am writing to request your support of HB 1513 to sustain the Weed and Seed strategy in Kalihi­
Chinatown-Ala Moana, Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach.

Weed and Seed is a collaborative effort invQlving law enfQrcement, residents, non-prOfit organizations,
community groups and private businesses that has helped to reduce violent and drug-related crimes in
my community.

Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource which needs to be
continued. Your support of this important initiative will ensure that community leaders and partners
continue to build astrong network of committed citizens that will work toward preventing crime and
growing strong, healthy communities.

, urge you to support HB 1513.

Sincerely,

~I-----_ ..
Cynthia Sunahara
Principal
Linapuni Elementary School
1434 Linapuni Street
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

AN AFFIRMATIVE ACTION AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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STATEOFHAWAlI
DIlPARTMF,NT Of EDUCATION

W. R. Farrington High School
1,64 N0I111 Kint $1re«

lIonnlullL, 1!:J.-:i 951117

February 24, 20 1I

The Honorable Marcus R. Oshiro. and Member'>
House Committee on Finance
Hawaii State Legislature
State Capitol. Room 306
Honolulu, Ell 96813

De.or Chair Oshiro and Memben<:

(am writing to request yOur support ofHB 1513 to sustain the Weed and Seed strategy in KaIihi-Chinatown-Ala
Moana, Waipahu, and EwalEwa Beach. We at Farrington High School have been working coUaborativeiy with
Weed & Seed to improve our school and community, and would like that partnership to continue.

For the past lew years, Weed & Seed has assisted our school, and specifically, our Restructuring Plan SWB
(Successful Workplace Behaviors) circle group with a number of initiatives such as the Attendance Symposium in
2008, scheduled truancy sweeps, and Truancy Saturday School. They were key ill teClUmng attendees for the
symposium and have atlended our Saturday School sessions to help counsel students about makins good choices and
improving their attendance. Most recently, the)' have been working with some ofthe KaIihi YMCA counselors to
assist US with Truancy Saturday School follow-up and ate also in the process of helping us to acquire funding for a
SWB student incentive program. They have played avital role in oUr efforts to achieve national and stnte standards
and also our school goals.

Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and =ource which needs to be continued. Yow support oflhis
important initiative will ensure that CCmItllln.ity leaders and partllern continue to build a strong network at'committed
citizens that will wod< toward preventing crime and growing strong, healthy communities.

Jurge you to support lIB 1513.

Sincerely,

tUC ·LLt
Al Carganill.0'
Principal
Farrington High School
1564 N. King 51
Honolulu. III 96817
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February 28,2011

The Honorable Representative Marcus Oshiro, Chair
The Honorable Representative Marilyn Lee, Vice Chair
& Members of the House Committee on Finauce
Slate Capitol
Houolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee aud Members of the Committee:

Re: HE 1513, HDI - RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED STRATEGY
Hearing: Monday, February 28, 2011 at 5:00pm

Conference·Room 308, State Capitol

;SC8 675 0121

KATHRYNS,MATAYOSHI
SUPERINTENDENT

# 2/ ~

I am writing to request your support of the grant-in-aid request to sustain the Weed and Seed strategy ia Kalihi­
Chinatown-Ala Moana, Waipahu, and EwalEwa Beach.

Weed and Seed is a coIlaborarive effort iavolviag law enforcemen~ residents, non-profit organizations, community
groups and private busiaesses that has helped to reduce violent and drug-related crimes in my community.

Waipahu Elementary School's support for Weed & Seed Waipahu is a direct result of the valuable service every
member oftbat organization provides to not ouly our school, but also tbe entire Waipahu community. Weed & Seed
Waipahu and tbe YMCA ofHonolulu have partnered with our school ia a variety ofways to support our students
and families. The police officers and site coordinators assist us with our Drug Free parade tbrough the community,
they have done presentation to parents and families, and have also contributed to prevention efforts by mentoring
our 6th grade students in rap sessions. ' .

Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resourCe which needs to be continued. Your
support of this important initiative will ensure that connnunity leaders and paxtuers continue to build a strong
network of committed citizens tbat will work toward preventing crime and growing strong, healthy communities.

Weed and Seed is very important to the community, I urge you to supportHB 1513, HD!.

Sincerel~l
auiS. Taga /

Principal

cc: Representative Pono Chong
Representative Denny Coffman
Representative Sharon Har
Representative Liada Ichiyama
Representative Chris Lee
Representative Kyle Yamashita
Representative Gil Riviere

Representative Isaac Choy
Representative Ty Cullen
Representative Mark Hashem
Representative Jo Jordan
Representative James Tonoka
Representative Barbara Marumoto
Representative Gene Ward

AN AFFIRMATNEACTION AND EQUAL OPPORTIJNITY EMPLOYER



/, McDonald's of Ewa Beach
91-919 Fort Weaver Road
Ewa Beach, Hi 96706

(

February 21, 2011

The Honorable Representative Marcus Oshiro, Chair
The Honorable Representative Marilyn Lee, Vice Chair

& Members of the House Committee on Finance
State Capitol
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

DearChair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee, and Members of the Committee:

Re: HB 1513, H.1. RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED STRATEGY

I am appealing for your support of HB 1513.H.1 to sustain the Weed and Seed strategy in
Kalihi-Chinatown-Ala Moana, Waipahu, and EwalEwa Beach.

The collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit or~ations,
community groups and private businesses has helped reduce violent crime and drug-related
crimes.

Weed and Seed is a vital part in improving our community. Through its neighborhood
restoration effo~ I have seen first hand the decline of graffiti in the area. With law enforcement
and community policing truancy has declined tremendously. The Ewa Beach community has
become a clean and safe place to live and work in due to the success of Weed and Seed.

Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource whose strategy
needs to be continued. Your support of this important initiatiVe will ensure that community
leaders and partners continue to build a strong network of committed citizens that will work
toward preventing crime and growing strong, healthy communities.

Weed and Seed is very important to the community, I urge you to support HB 1513, H.1

Sincerely,

~-----
.Richard Qujamzon
Restaurant Manager
McDonald's of Ewa Beach

(
cc: Representative BlakeK. Oshiro

Representative Rida T.R. Cabanilla
Representative Tom Bower
Representative Mele Carroll
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Representative Robert N. Herkes
Representative Sylvia Luke
Representative Hermina M. Morita
Representative Clift Tsuji
Representative Barbara C. Marumoto

Representative Ken Ito
Representative Angus L.K. McKelvey
Representative Joseph M. Souki
Representative George R. FOntaine
Representative Cynthia Thielen
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Meadow Gold Dairies
Testimony by: Glenn Muranaka

HB 1513hdl, Weed and Seed Strategy
Hse FIN, Monday, Feb. 28, 2011 - 5:00 pm

Room 3308
Position: Support

Chair Oshiro and Members of the House FIN Committee:

My name is Glenn Muranaka, President and General Manager of Meadow Gold Dairies. Our
company has been in Hawaii since 1897-114 years, providing Hawaii consumers with a variety
ofmilk products and juices. Meadow Gold's long history has not come without effort. We
continually adapt to our customers' and consumers' ever-changing needs, and we constantly
evolve along with our industry, our community and our market. Over the years, this has required
that we struggle, tighten our belts, innovate and work extremely hard, making us a better
company in the process. The foundation of this work rests with the 350 employees that are
committed to providing superior quality products.

We strongly support the program and believe that it is an effective program that does "weed' out
criminal elements in targeted communities. Through partnerships with human service
organizations as well as businesses and residents, the program plants "seeds" for neighborhood
revitalization projects and activities.

We recognize that funding requests are very difficult in these economic times. However, the
collaboration model among the county, state, federal agencies and the private sector have proven
successful and demonstrate its effectiveness.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony. If you have any questions, please contact me
at 944-5911.

(
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February 23,2011

The Honorable Representative Marcus Oshiro, Chair
The Honorable Representative Marilyn Lee, Vice Chair and

Members ofthe House Committee on Finance
State Capitol
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee, and Members ofthe Committee:

Re: HB lS13.H.l- Relating to the Weed and Seed Strategy

I am writing to request your support ofthe grant-in-aid request to sustain the
Weed and Seed strategy in KaIihi-Chinatown-Ala Moana, Waipahu, and
EwalEwa Beach.

Weed and Seed is a collaborative effort involving lawenforcement,.residents,
non-profit organizations, community groups and private businesses that has
helped to reduce violent and drug-related crimes in my community. Truancy
rates have dropped significantly, youth are being more pro-active in programs
that keeps them offthe streets and into programs as;

•. Culinary program for those students not meeting their high school
credits in order to graduate

• Jr. Golfprogram, H2O (Health 2 Ocean) program, Jr. Bowling,
Keiki Kupuna support, and intramural programs at the middle
school

But more so the Weed and Seed program being in our committees have lessen
not only graffiti, but have successful drug bust and arrest, have increased
Citizen Patrol and neighborhood watch groups and continue to provide
mentorship and training to both youth and adults. Servicing our Senior
Citizens, homeowners and those less unfortunate by means ofproviding safety·
training to protect themselves and their homes or providing perishable and
non-perishable food items to the needy.

Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource
which needs to be continued. Your support ofthis important initiative will
ensure that community leaders and partners continue to build a strong network
ofcommitted citizens that will work toward preventing crime and growing
strong, healthy communities.

Weed and Seed is anecessity- I strongly urge you to supportHB 1513.H.l
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Director, Hale Pono Clubhouse

cc: Representative Chris Lee Representative Pono Ching
Representative Isaac W. Choy Representative Denny Coffinan
Representative Ty Cullen Representative Sharon E. Har
Representative Mark J. Hashem Representative Linda Ichiyama
Representative Jo Jordan Representative Dee Morikawa
Representative Kyle T. Yamashita Representative Gil Riviere
Representative Barbara C. Marnmoto Representative Gene Ward
Representative James Kunane Tokioka
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THE GENTRY COMPANIES

February 23, 2011

The Honorable Marcus R. Oshiro, Chair, and Members
House Committee on Finance
Hawaii state Legislature
State Capitol, Room 306
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Oshiro and Members:

RE: H.B.1513, H.D.1 RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED STRATEGY

I am Debbie Luning, an employee of Gentry Homes and a volunteer with Ewa Weed and
Seed. I am testifying in strong support of H.B. 1513, H.D. 1, an appropriation measure to
sustain the Weed and Seed strategy in communities on Oahu.

As the developer of a residenti.al community within the Ewa Weed and Seed site, Gentry
is very supportive of the Weed and Seed strategy and has been an active participant in
this joint effort to make Ewa a nicer, safer place in which to live. We are proud to be a
part of the collaborative effort involving law enforcement, citizens, non-profit organizations,
social service agencies, community groups and private businesses (such as ours) and are
pleased that Ewa is undergoing a positive transformation. Violent and drug-related crimes
have been reduced substantially, large drug dealers have been "weeded out" and
"seeding" programs have been implemented for families and youth. I believe that the
seeding programs are particularly beneficial in helping to shape our youth and in providing
positive direction for residents in general.

The Weed and Seed strategy is working, however, it requires continued financial support
in order to effectively maintain and expand the efforts to restore neighborhoods and the
families that live within them. I urge you to please keep this bill alive and ask for your
support of the Weed & Seed initiative.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

GENTRY HOMES, LTD.

Debra M. A Luning
Director of Governmental Affairs and

Community Relations

560 N. Nimitz Hwy., Honolulu, Hawaii 96817 P.O. 80x 295, Honolulu. Hawaii 96809 18081 599-5558
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(\ MERIDIAN PACIFIC, LTD.

FebrUary 28,2011

Carol Y. Brack
Meridian Pacific
94-050 FaITington Highway, S.uite E1-q
Waipahu, Hawaii 96797

The Honorable Representative Marcus Oshiro, Chair
The Honorable Representative Marilyn Lee, Vic;e Chair
& Members of the House Committee on Finance
State Capitol
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Committee:

10:59:09a.m. 02-28-2011 2/3

Re: HB 1513, H01 - RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED STRATEGY
Hearing: Monday, February 28,2011 at 5:00pm

Conference Room 308, State Capitol

My name is Carol Brack, Executive Vice President and Property Manager for the Waipahu Town
Center. I am appealing for your support of HB 1513, H01 to sustain the Weed and Seed strategy in
Kalihi-Chinatown-Ala Moar:ta, WaipahU, and Ewa/Ewa Beach. .

The collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit organiz<!tions, c;ommunity
groups and private businesses has helped reduce violent crime and drug-related crimes.

Over the last ten years, I have seen the improvementin my community by the direct involvement and
tireless hours that the Weed & Seed officers have devoted in equcating and mentoring the keiki and
young adults Into making the right choices in an effort to be belter people. Their constant visits in the
Waipahu neighborhoods and involvement in the various community activities thrQughoLit the year is
shear proof of their commitment in making the Weed and.Seed program work. The days of parents
and children experiencing true family lives are far and few between. Our future generation needs
continuous guidance in order to be successful - there is no doubt that Weed and Se.ed fills that gap.

Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource whose strategy needs to
be continued. Your support of this important initiative will ensure that community leaders and partners
continue to build a strong network of committed citizens that will work toward preventing crime and
growing strong, healthy communities.

MERIDIAN PACIFIC, LTD.
1001 TIburi:ln BOt.:!e\l3fd, SuJI1l800
lib l,tOn, CA 9~920

415;769-5530 r~x: 41sn~

MERIDIAN PACIAC
94-0&) FalTinglon Highway, Su~e E1-3
Walpshu, HGwa~ 96797
008/677-&700 FAX:SOOf671-,2427 wv!W.meric!ianpacif:clld.com

RE.A.LESTATE Lenders PrlncioalslOeliSloPil'1l1
MO'lgage-Ba'ikcrs hveslmertl Ban~er!l
Fund AOv:s:JIs Assel f\,/<in:!gors
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•;MERIDIAN PACIFIC, LTD.

February 28, 2011
Page Two

10: 59:23 a.m. 02-28-2011 3 13

Weed and Seed is very important to the community, I urge you to support HB 1513, HD1.

Sincerely,

MERIDIAN PACIFIC

ca~~~
Executive Vice President

cc: Representative Pono Chong
Representative Denny Coffman
Representative Sharon Har
Representative Linda Ichiyama
Representative Chris Lee
Representative Kyle Yamashita
Representative Gil Riviere

Representative Isaac Choy
Representative Ty Cullen
Representative Mark Hashem
Representative Jo Jordan
Representative James Tokioka
Representative Barbara Marumoto
Representative Gene Ward
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February 21.2011

Honorable legislator

Hawaii State Legislature

State Capitol

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

TO: 8085866001

~IIAWAln
~-JI.ontWIT-

Hawaii's Most Wanted Magazine

P.l'l

Dear Senator or Representative:

Re: HB 1513

I am writing to request your support of HB 1513 to sustain the Weed and Seed strategy In Kallhl-Chlnatown­
Ala Moana, Waipahu. and Ewa/Ewa Beach.

Weed and Seed is acollaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents. non-profit organilations,
community groups and private businesses that has helped to reduce violent and drug-related crimes in my
community. Hawaii's Most Wanted Magazine supports Weed & Seed by providing spa~e in its publi~ations

free-of-charge. Projects carried out by the community ~ollaboratlve partners throughout the Weed & Seed
sites are models of crime prevention and reduction successes that can be modeled throughout our State.

Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource which needs to be continued.
Your support ofthls Important initiative will ensure that community leaders and partners continue to build a
strong network of committed citizens that will work toward preventing crime and growing strong, healthy
communities.

I urge you to support the request for the HB 1513.

Sine rely,

-U1k13M-{U;('
n C~stillo-Bar~~y U

P.O. Box 38017' Honolulu, HI 96837 • (808) 585-6231 • http://hawaiimostwanted.com
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SCHUL.E:R DIVISION

February 28, 2011

Honorable Representative Marcus-R. Oshiro, Chair
The Honorable Representative Marilyn B. Lee, Vice Chair
Members of the House Committee on Finance
Hawaii State Legislature
State Capitol
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

RE: HB 1513 - RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED STRATEGY

Aloha Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members ofthe House Finance Committee,

Weed and Seed is more than a community program to help fight crime in our neighborhoods.
With its multi-faceted approach to collaboration and participation,' it is a comprehensive
strategy to building, and in some cases, re-building, strong communities.

For several years, D.R. Horton - Schuler Division has been a proud corporate sponsor of the
'Ewa Weed and Seed initiative. Together with the Schuler Family Foundation we have
supported its operation in 'Ewa Beach, as well as its annual "Drive Safe 4 'Ewa" campaign, a
highly-visible, public outreach effort to educate the community on the serious and important
issue of underage drinking.

As a member of the West O'ahu community we deeply appreciate the efforts by Weed and
Seed to weed out crime and Violence, encourage community policing, promote positive
behavior and revitalize the economic and social conditions in the community.

We humbly ask for your support for House Bill 1513, which would help to sustain the Weed and
Seed strategy in 'Ewa/'Ewa Beach, Waipahu, and Kalihi/Chinatown/Ala Moana.

Sincerely,

Lee Tokuhara
Communications & Community Relations Manager
'D.R. Horton - Schuler Division

Oahu' Maui . Hawaii, Kauai
650 Iwilei Road· Box/Suite 209 . Honolulu, Hawaii 968 I7 . (808) 521-5661 . FAX (808) 538-1476

www.drhortonhawaii.com
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HASEKO

HASEKO DEVELOPMENT, INC.
February 23,2011

The Honorable Representative Marcus Oshiro, Chair
The Honorable Representative Marilyn Lee, Vice Chair

& Members of the House Committee on Finance
State Capitol
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee, and Members of the Co=ittee:

Re: HB 1513.H.l- RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED STRATEGY

I am appealing for your support ofHB 1513.H. 1 to sustain the Weed and Seed strategy in Kalihi-Chinatown-Ala
Moana, Waipahu, and 'Ewa/'Ewa Beach.

The collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit organizations, community groups and
private businesses has helped reduce both violent crime and drug-related crimes, as well as inspire community
pride.

I have seen the benefits of this effort in our community - the truancy rate at area schools has fallen significantly
since Weed & Seed came to 'Ewa Beach. Officers, residents and students walk neighborhood streets regularly as
part of citizen patrols. In addition, Weed and Seed organizes volunteers to paint out graffiti and clean up parks,
and provides valuable life skills and job training via "seeding" efforts such as the summer culinary arts program.
By having the Weed & Seed police officers working hand in hand with residents, students, and businesses, fear is
replaced by respect - and residents are inspired to work together to keep our co=unity clean and safe.

Weed and Seed is a vital organizational tool and corillnunity resource whose strategy must be continued. Your
support of this important initiative will ensure that community leaders and partners continue to build and maintain
a strong network of committed citizens who work toward preventing crime and growing strong, healthy
communities.

Weed and Seed is a necessitv- I strongly urge you to support HB 1513.H.l

Mahalo,

~~),etm
Sharene Saito Tam
Assistant Vice President
Haseko Development, Inc.

Representative Pono Ching
Representative Denny Coffman
Representative Sharon E. Har
Representative Linda Ichiyama
Representative Dee Morikawa
Representative Kyle T. Yamashita
Representative Gil Riviere

(

cc: Representative Chris Lee
Representative Isaac W. Choy
Representative Ty Cullen
Representative Mark J. Hashem
Representative Jo Jordan
Representative James Kunane Tokioka
Representative Barbara C. Mammoto
Representative Gene Ward

91-1001 KaimolieSlreet, Suile 205' 'Ewa Beach. Hawai'i 96706-62SJ
Telephone (808) 689-7772' Fax (808) 689-5757
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February 21,2011

TO: 8085866001

Broadcast House of the Pacific, Inc.
1734 S. King Street· Ilonollllll, HI 96826 • (808\')46-2844 • 947-3531 FAX

".
\
' ....

\

The Honorable Marcus R, Oshiro,'and Members

House Committee on Finance

Hawaii State Legislature

State Capitol, Room 306

Honolulu, HI 96813

Dear Chair Oshiro and Members:

Re:H81513

I am writing to request your support of HB 1513 to sustain the Weed and Seed strategy in Kalihi­
Chinatown-Ala Moana, Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach.

We worked previously with Weed and Seed organization airing their messages in Rfjpino, Samoan,
Marshallese, Chuukese and Pohpeian language,

The feedback we received by these communities was very favorable. The communities were very happy
to receive some help; but most importantly creating a personal relationship With the Honolulu Police
Department in fighting crime.

This is the most imaginative and practical outreach program we ever aired, We are wiliing to be
partners again by providing matching bonus announcement for every paid announcement.

I urge you to supp0r! HB 1513.

Sincerely,

leona Jona
Pres./Gen. Mgr.
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February 26, 2011

,PACIFIC Gr\TEWAY CENTER

c

\.

The Honorable Marcus R. Oshiro, and Members
House Committee on Finance
Hawaii State Legislature
State Capitol, Room 306
Honolulu, ill 96813

Dear Chair Oshiro and Members:

Re: HB 1513

I am writing to request your support ofHB 1513 to sustain the Weed and Seed strategy in
Kalihi-Chinatown-A1a Moana, Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach.

Weed and Seed is a collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit
organizatiOlls, conununity groups and private businesses that has helped to reduce violent
and drug-related crimes in my community. Our organization Pacific Gateway Center was
one of the collaborating organizations of Weed and Seed and was energized to be
selected for the very first Weed and Seed site. TIle drastic drop in crirne was visible and
far reaching.

Weed and Seed is an ImpOltant organizational tool and community resource which needs
to be continued. Your support of this important initiative wi11 ensure that community
leaders and partners continue to build a strong network ofcommitted eiti:<:ens that will
work toward preventing crime and growing strong, healthy comOJ.l\uities.

I urge you to support HB 1513.

Sincerely,

Tin Myaing Thein, Ph.D.
Executive Director

83 NORtH J<JN~SrI?EST, H()NOI.ULU. HAWAlI96517 - TEL (BOB) 851-7010- FAX (808) 851·7019

':ORMl:RL Y KNOWN AS THe IMMIGRANT CENTER
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February 20. 2011

TO: 8085866001

LluJb.i Baptist Chll.llrch
1888 Owawa Street

Honolulu, Hawaii 96819-4255
Telephone and Fax: (808) 845-4584.

P.5/7

John Vaug1Ul, Pastor

(

The Honorable Marcus R. Oshiro. and Members

House Committee on Finance

Hawaii State legislature
Stale Capitol, Room 306

Honolulu. HI 96813

Dear Chair Oshiro and Members:

Re:HB 1513

I am writing to request your support of HB 1513 to sustain the Weed and Seed strategy in Kalihi­
Chinatown-AI. Moana, Waipahu, and Ewa!Ewa Beach.

Weed and Seed is a collaborative effort involVing law enforcement, residents, non-profit organizations,
community groups and private businesses that has helped to reduce violent and drug-related crimes in
my community. Weed & Seed has been particularly effective in the area of Kalihi Valley Homes, and
surrounding Kam IV Road area. Due to the connection that it gives to law enforcement we are able to
reach youth, parents and families, in the area, wIth positive crime·free mess.ges. In addition to
organizing Citizen's Patrols and Community clean-ups, Weed & Seed has been a vital presence at many
community gatherings and events. The work done within the Weed & Seed strategy has given uS ways
to work together to make our community safer.

Weed and Seed is an imporlant org.nizational tool and communitY resource which needs to be
continued. Your support of this important initiative will ensure that community leaders and partners
continue to build a strong network of committed citizens that will work toward preventing crime and
growing strong, healthy communities.

Iurge you to support HB 1513.

Sincerely,

tJ?U~
Q.:r~:Vaughn
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( KAUPA P.o. .B1'-'IJt 17673) Honolulu, HI 96817~0673
Ph"ne: (808)381-3643

K.J\UPA@googkgwups.cnrn
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"KALIHI AHUPUA'A ULU PONO J\J-IAHUI"
The Progtt:~sive W~tc;r~ht:d Associ'3.tinD

Febroary 25, 2011

The Honorable Marcus R. Oshiro, and Members
House Committee on Finance
Hawaii State Legislature
State Capitol, Room 306
Honolulu, m96813

Dear Chair Oshiro and Members:

Re: liB 1513

1am writing to request your support of HB 1513 to sustain the Weed and Seed strategy
in Kalihi·Chinatown-Ala Moana, Waipahu, and EwalEwaBeach. Weed & Seed is a pertinent
strategy for Kalihi, as well as the other a",as it supports. I have seen great strides in our
commurutybecause of Weed & Seed,

Weed and Seed is a collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit
organizations, community groups and private businesses that bas helped to reduce violent and
drug-related crimes in my community. As a participatingorgaolzation, I have represented
KAUPA -Kalihi Ahupua'a U1u Pono Ahahui-at monthly Kalihi Weed & Seed meetings.
Therc I am able to uetwork with law enforcement and social service groups that I would
otherwise have difficulty to get to know, or lIot even know about in the first place. Being able to
get to know representatives of these groups and participating in the discussions has given me a
broader sense ofthe social probiems, and solutions, for Kalihi.

KAUPA coordinates monthly Kalilri stream cleanups, and partnering Weed & Seed
org'dQizatioDs have participated in and brought additional volunteers to our cleanups. With the
support ofWeed & Seed, 493 adults and 1,065 youth bave volunteered 4,084 hours at the Kalihi
Waena Streambank restoration site since June 2007, worth $62,260. These efforts removed
almost 2 tons ofgarbage from the stream, 91$ Ibs. ofmetals, lUId 1,000 lbs. ofnon-native
greenwaste. By removing this rubbish from the stream, possible disasters caused by flooding
have beeu reduced, and kept this amount oftmsh from flOWing to Ke'chi Lagoon and the ocean.

Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and columunity resource which
needs to he continUed. Your support ofthis important initiative will ensure that community
leaders and partners continue to build a strong network ofcommitted citizens that will work
toward preventing crime and growing strong, healthy communities.

I urge you to support HB 1513.

Sincerely,

~.~
narbara Natale
KAUPA
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( February 27,2003
Hercules K. Huihui
94·333 Pupuole St. 202
Waipahu, HI. 96797

The Honorable Representative Marcus Oshiro, Chair
The Honorable Representative Marilyn Lee, Vice Chair
&: Members of the House Committee on Finance
State Capitol
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Committee:

TO: 5866001 P.l

c

Re: HB 1513, HD1 - RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED STRATEGY
Hearing: Monday, February 28.2011 at 6:00pm

. Conference Room 308. State Capitol

My name is Hecrules K. Huihui and I am a twenty plus year resident opfWaipahu, I live in the Pupu
area where I have raised my three daughters now 32, 22 and my baby 17. My baby will be graduating
this May and have been accepted to the University of Hawaii Hilo which she will attend this Fall.

I am appealin9 for your support of HB 1513, HD1 to suS1ain the Weed and Seed strategy in Kalihi­
Chinatown-Ala Moana, Waipahu, and EwalEwa Beach.

The collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit organizations, community
groups and private businesses has helped reduce violent crime and drug-related crimes.

I am an avid supporter of Weed and Seed because I witnessed the closure of meth labs in our
commun~y and have been actively involved with the officers and coordinators both past and present
in community events. I wear many hats in the community of Waipahu starting with the longest one of
14 plus years as an active Volunteer, Communities in Schools of Hawaii Ino.Nictory Outn;lach
Ministries, followed by 10 years with Waipahu Community AssociationlWeed and seed/Community
Santa. The weeding is needed once again so having Weed and Seed available to partner with and
close down illegal operations in our community. We as a voice for all the little guys in our community
say together please help us keep the connection to the Weed and Seed alive

Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource whose strategy needs to
be continued. Your support of this important initiative will ensure that community leaders and partners
continue to build a strong natwort of committed citizens that will work toward preventing crime and
groWing strong, healthy communities.Weed and Seed is very important to the community, I urge you
to support HB 1513, HD1.

Sin?~hL-"""p:,-->",,,,___

Hercules K. Huihui

ee: Representative Pono Chong
Representative Denny Coffman
Representative Sharon Har
Representative Linda Ichiyama
Representative Chris Lee
Representative Kyle Yamashita
Representative Gil Riviere

Representative Isaac Choy
Representative Ty Cullen
Representative Mart Hashem
Representative Jo Jordan
Representative Jame$ Tokioka
Representative Barbara Marumolo
Representative Gene Ward
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( Gale Mejia
GEAR UP Waipahu
2600 Campus Road, QLCSS 310
Honolulu, HI 96822

The Honorable Representative Marcus Oshiro, Chair
The Honorable Representative Marilyn Lee, Vice Chair
& Members of the House Committee on Finance
State Capitol
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Committee:

Re: HB 1513, HD1 - RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED STRATEGY
Hearing: Monday, February 28, 2011 at 5:00pm

Conference Room 308, State Capitol

My name is Gale Mejia and I am a former Waipahu resident and current community partner in
Waipahu. I work for GEAR UP Waipahu, a college preparatory program.

I am appealing for your support of HB 1513, HD1 to sustain the Weed and Seed strategy in Kalihi­
Chinatown-Ala Moana, Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach.

(
The collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit organizations, community
groups and private businesses has helped reduce violent crime and drug-related crimes.

I am an avid supporter of Weed and Seed because they provide career presentations and drug
prevention workshops to GEAR UP students. In addition, we have initiated a new program with Weed

)

and Seed, Waipahu High School and other Waipahu organizations and businesses to address truancy
and juvenile delinquency. Fresh Start is a two-fold program that empowers parents of students who
are on the verge of failing the 9th grade and inspire those 9th graders to get back on the right track.

Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource whose strategy needs to
be continued. Your support of this important initiative will ensure that community leaders and partners
continue to build a strong network of committed citizens that will work toward preventing crime and
growing strong, healthy communities. .

Weed and Seed is very important to the community, I urge you to support HB 1513, HD1.

Sincerely,

Gale Mejia

(

cc: Representative Pono Chong
Representative Denny Coffman
Representative Sharon Har
Representative Linda Ichiyama
Representative Chris Lee
Representative Kyle Yamashita
Representative Gil Riviere

Representative Isaac Choy
Representative Ty Cullen
Representative Mark Hashem
Representative Jo Jordan.
Representative James Tokioka
Representative Barbara Marumoto
Representative Gene Ward
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Febru~ry 28, 2011

Marilyn Labayog
Hathonian, Inc.
94-30q Farrington Highway, Suite C-05
Waipa/",u. Hawaii 96797

The Hpnorable Representative Marcus Oshiro, Chair
The Hpnorable Representative Marilyn Lee, Vice Chair
& Merjlbers of the House Committee on Finance
State ~apitol
Honollliu. Hawaii 96813

Dear thair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Committee:

,Re: $1513, HD1 - RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED STRATEGY
: Hearing: Monday, February 28, 2011 at 5:00pm

Conference Room 308, State Capitol

My n~me is Marilyn Labayog and I am a Weed & Seed Steering Committee Member for Waipahu.
worj< for Hathorian, :ne., managing Waipahu Shopping Plaza and Waipahu Office Plaza.

I am ~ppealing for your support of HB 1513, HD1 to sustain the Weed and Seed strategy in Kalihi­
Chinatown-Ala Moana, Waipahu, and EwaJEwa Beach.

The ciollaborative effort involving iawenforcement, residents, non-profit organizations, community
grou~s and private businesses has helped reduce violent crime and drug-related crimes,

I am en a'Jid supporter of Weed and Seed because cf the solid oedication, positive nurturing and
successes that Weed and Seed provides to the community at large. businesses. residents and guests
withi" the CGmm~II'\i;y it serves. A few years ago, my introduction to the Shopping Plaza came With
unsettled trepidation and angst because of my fear fa, safety and for the people i am put in charge of.
I woLild arrive at the Pla"a every morning only to find any decent looking vehicles parked along the .
perimeter of the Shopping Plaza busted into or vandalized and derelict vehicles that appears to have
not q,en moved for a very long time. It was a commcn occurrence to come across heated domestic
arguinents and bodily beatings in and around the property. The Shopping Plaza faced many graffiti
issu<ls on a daiiy basrs in varying degrees of vandalism. It escalated to a point where the graffiti got
largejrin scope, so iarge that the top parapet waH of Building B, which measured approximately 150
feet long by 4 feet wide was intricately vandaiized with graffiti. We would discover daily. drug
p",raphernaiia's on property, used condoms on walkways and in the restrooms: including drug
dea1rgs out in the open, Burglaries, theit. purse snatching, dumpster frres, shattered store front glass
pan'iis. broken' glass beer boWes in the parking lots, cutting off main electrical power sources. kids
hanging around causing mischief because they nave nowhere to go or nOihing :0 do, ail the while
exhi~iting disregard to property, and disrespectful attitudes. The many homeiess individuals loiterrng,
arg,--,ng by themselves or asking for handouts as customers patronize the shops, Sleeping on the
side!Vaiks, taking baths ar,d damaging the restroom facilities, etc, Le. spreading feces all over the
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walls Cf shoving pieces of clothing in the toilet bowls, unscrewing the toilet seats or breaking them,
etc,
Todayi I am delighted to tell you that the Shopping Plaza and its surrounding neighborhood has been
;ransfejrmed into a much safer, cleaner. and vibrant community, It is also a pleasure to observe the
neighl:f>rhood children and young adults coming together and displaying a mucn more positive and
resoe<:jtfui demeanor. We are now experiencing diverse ethnic and socio-economic consumers that
the'StiJpping Plaza never thought it would have, Our future is in our keiki's and the fabric of the
family ~nit and Wee<i a!"\d Seeds' work today is money :n the bank tomorrow,

Weed iO!nd Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource whose strategy needs to
be corjtinued. Your support of this important initiative will ensure that community leaders and partners
continue to build a strong network of committed citizens that will work toward preventing crime and
growirtJ strong. healthy communities.

Weediand Seed is very important to the community. I urge you to support HB 1513. HD1,

Sincerely.

}
/\'I ): ,I

~1.1'lfA..\'J,-- .....'--W'b '0 t'itrt:\

~~nIYr. La~~yog 1 \
Hathopan..nc.

(
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cc: Representative Pono Chong
Repreisentative Denny Coffman
Repr~entativeSharon Har
ReprEfentaiive Linda Ichiyama
Repr~entativeChris Lee
ReprEjsentative Kyle Yamashita
Repr~entaiiveGil Riviere

Representative Isaac Choy
Representative Ty Cullen
Representative Mark Hashem
Representative Jo Jordan
Representative James Tokioka
Representative Barbara Marumoto
Representative Gene Ward
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Jim Moylan
91-1001 Kaimalie Street, @204A
Ewa Beach, i-1awa ii 96706

The Honorable Representative Oshiro, Chair
The Honorable Representative Lee, Vice Chair

& Members of the House Committee on Finance
State Capitol
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members ofthe Committee:

Re: HB 1513, H.D. 1- RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED STRATEGY

I am appealing for your support of HB 1513, H.D. 1 to sustain the Weed and Seed strategy in Kalihi­
Chinatown-Ala Moana, Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach.
The collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit organizations, community
groups and private businesses has helped reduce violent crime and drug-related crimes.

Weed and Seed is a collaborative effort involVing law enforcement, residents, non-profit organizations,
community groups, and private businesses that has helped to reduce violent and drug-related crimes in
my community. I am a resident, business owner and my two children attend school in Ewa. The
degenerates have lessened, but have not gone, however If Weed and Seed leaves the crooks will come
back in droves!

Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource whose strategy needs to be
continued. Your support of this important initiative will ensure that community leaders and partners
continue to build a strong network of committed citizens that will work toward preventing crime and
growing strong, healthy communities.
Weed and Seed is very important to the community, Iurge you to support HB 1513, HD 1

Sincerely,

Jim Moylan

Cc: Representative Chris Lee
Representative Isaac W. Choy
Representative Ty Cullen
Representative Mark J. Hashem
Representative J0 Jordan
Representative James Kunane Tokioka
Representative Barbara C. Marumoto
Representative Gene Ward

Representative Pono Ching
Representative Denny Coffinan
Representative Sharon E. Har
Representative Linda Ichiyama
Representative Dee Morikawa
Representative Kyle T. Yamashita
Representative Gil Riviere
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February 28, 2011

Maureen C. Andrade
President, Village Park Community Association
94-686 Kahue Place
Waipahu, Hawaii 96797

The Honorable Representative Marcus Oshiro, Chair
The Honorable Representative Marilyn Lee, Vice Chair
& Members of the House Committee on Finance
State Capitol
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Committee:

Re: HB 1513, HD1 - RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED STRATEGY
Hearing: Monday, February 28, 2011 at 5:00pm

Conference Room 308, State Capitol

My name is Maureen Andrade, President of the Village Park Community Association for over 18 years, member
of the Waipahu Community Coalition, Waipahu Neighborhood Board, Waipahu Community Foundation, Weed
and Seed, Han's L'Orange Park Council, and a Commissioner of the Waipahu Boxing Club. I was born, raised
in Waipahu and have live here going on 60 years now.

I am appealing for your support of HB 1513, HD1 to sustain the Weed and Seed strategy in Kalihi-Chinatown­
Ala Moana, Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach.

The collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit organizations, community groups and
private businesses has helped reduce violent crime and drug-related crimes.

I am an avid supporter of Weed and Seed because the program provides community participation, education to
youths and adults and it has weeded out much of the drug-related crimes in 2 particular areas of Waipahu
where the program exists. Although we all know that there is no one (1) solution, having this program gives
hope to our youth and to families that may be directly affected by drugs/crime etc. Many of you may not see the
good that has come from programs such as Weed and Seed but I along with many of our community leaders
have and it is very rewarding to see the camaraderie that happens during these events.

Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource whose strategy needs to be
continued. Your support of this important initiative will ensure that community leaders and partners continue to
build a strong network of committed citizens that will work toward preventing crime and growing strong, healthy
communities.

Weed and Seed is very important to the community, I urge you to support HB 1513, HD1.

(

jl{~
cc: Representative Pono Chong
Representative Denny Coffman
Representative Sharon Har
Representative Linda Ichiyama
Representative Chris Lee
Representative Kyle Yamashita
Representative Gil Riviere

Representative Isaac Choy
Representative Ty Cullen

Representative Mark Hashem
Representative Jo Jordan

Representative James Tokioka
Representative Barbara Marumoto

Representative Gene Ward
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February 27,2011

Kelly Miyamoto, PHN
94-275 Mokuola Street #101
Waipahu, HI 96797

The Honorable Representative Marcus Oshiro, Chair
The Honorable Representative Marilyn Lee, Vice Chair
& Members of the House Committee on Finance
State Capitol
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Committee:

Re: HB 1513, HD1 - RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED STRATEGY
Hearing: Monday, February 28,2011 at 5:00pm

Conference Room 308, State Capitol

My name is Kelly Miyamoto and I am a Department of Health Public Health Nurse. I work in the
Waipahu community. As a Public Health Nurse, I have seen how dedicated the Waipahu Weed
and Seed officers and site coordinator have been in helping to provide a much safer and
stronger community in Waipahu.

Through their collaboration and partnership with community partners, like the Waipahu
Community Coalition, they have put in extraordinary time and effort in bringing various
community-wide activities to fruition. I have seen firsthand their efforts in helping to prepare for
the Annual Waipahu 5K Cane Haul RunlWalk, which attracted many of the youth in Waipahu to
take charge of their health and exercise. I have taken part in the Annual Health and
Empowerment Fair at Pupuole Park, which Waipahu Weed and Seed in collaboration with
Waipahu Community Coalition helped implement. The fair drew many low-income and COFA
residents, which resulted in many of them learning about various health, employment and
educational resources. I have seen how the Weed and Seed Safe Havens are an excellent
place for residents to gather and improve their health by learning about healthier food choices
and healthy cooking. I have seen their tireless efforts during the cleanup of Kapakahi Stream
and graffiti paint outs in Waipahu, all of which have helped to instill a sense of pride back in the
Waipahu community. All of these efforts have helped to improve the quality of life for all
residents living in Waipahu and it would be very detrimental ifwe lost such an
exceptional group of people.

I am appealing for your support of HB 1513, HD1 to sustain the Weed and Seed strategy in
Kalihi Chinatown-Ala Moana, Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach.

The collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit organizations,
community groups and private businesses has helped reduce violent crime and drug-related
crimes.

Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource whose strategy
needs to be continued. Your support of this important initiative will ensure that community
leaders and partners continue to build a strong network of committed citizens that will work
toward preventing crime and growing strong, healthy communities.



( Weed and Seed is very important to the community. I urge you to support HB 1513, HD1.

Sincerely,

Kelly Miyamoto, PHN

(

(

cc: Representative Pono Chong
Representative Denny Coffman
Representative Sharon Har
Representative Linda Ichiyama
Representative Chris Lee
Representative Kyle Yamashita
Representative Gil Riviere

Representative Isaac Choy
Representative Ty Cullen
Representative Mark Hashem
Representative Jo Jordan
Representative James Tokioka
Representative Barbara Marumoto
Representative Gene Ward



FEB-2B-2011 14:40 FROM:

February 25, 2011

Honorable Legislator
Hawaii State legislature
Sta1e Capitol
Honolulu, HawaJ1911813

Dear Senator or Representative:

Re: HB 1513

TO: 80B5B66001

l:

I am writing to request your support of 1he grant-in-aid reQues1 to sus1aln me "''',\,1 <t, Iv <>="
strategy in Kallhl-Chlnatown-Ala Moana, Waipahu, and EwalEwa Beach.

Weed and Seed Is a collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit
organizations, community groups and private businesses that has helped to reduce violent alld
(lrug-related crimes in my community.

At Kalakaua Homes, Weed and 8eed has 8$$istlld our public housing residents to grow their
capacity in their Citizen's PatroVNelghborhood Security Watch by providing language access to
HonolUlU Police Department training. By providing matarlals and interpreters for training in
Korean, Chinese end Vietrlamese languages, the group expanded from aoneil a week patrOl, to
a five 11mes a week patrol, and growing their membership from 20 residents'to over 60. This
year, the group celebrates ifs 11'"year of existence as an active, multi-lingual group that patrols
the Kalakaua Homes Public Housing property and ifs surrounding nElighbortJoods on Kalakaua
Avenue, King, Kaheka and Kanunu Streets. Through Weed and Seed Community policing
Initiatives, a n&W patrol group in the adjacent neighborhood surrounding Sheridan Community
Pari( was formed. On a regUlar baSiS, Ihe CitiZen's Patrol groups with Honolulu polloe
Department share crime trends and salety lips, and parllcipale In safe neighborhood Inltlatlves
liKe Sign-waving campaigns, joint patrol walks and a number Of neighborhood restoration
projects. C"izens Patrol members are major partners and a huge volunteer source In projecl$
Inoluding graffiti paint-outs, trash clean-ups, and the Maklkl Stream res1orallon. Both the
Kalakeua Homes and Sheridan Citizen Patrol Groups have adopted bus stops in 1heir
neighborhood for monthly routine maintenance In an ettort to eradicate the visual blight of_ill. '
Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource whioh needs to be
continued. Your support of this important IAftiatiVe will ensure that community IsaoolS and
partners continue to build a strong network: Of committed citizens that will work toward
preventing crime and grOWing strong, healthy communities.

~'~O:~
Kamalani ROdrigU~':~(j - -c;;J

Public Housing Specialist
Hawaii Public Housing Authority
1545 KalakauaAvenue
Honolulu, HawaII 96826



February 23, 2011

( Barbara Tom
94-275 Mokuola Street #101
Waipahu, HI 96797

The Honorable Representative Marcus Oshiro, Chair
The Honorable Representative Marilyn Lee, Vice Chair
& Members of the House Committee on Finance
State Capitol
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Committee:

Re: HB 1513 - RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED STRATEGY
Hearing: Tuesday, February 28, 2011 at 5:00pm

Conference Room 325, State Capitol

My name is Barbara Tom, and I am currently a Public Health Nurse in Waipahu. I have been actively
working with the Waipahu Community Coalition, and currently sit on as its Chair. I also sit as the
Chair of the Nations of Micronesia Committee. I have worked in Waipahu for twenty three years and
have seen many changes.

(

My work with these coalitions is focused on creating a healthier and safe community. I have been
supported by the WaipahU Weed & Seed officers and Coordinator, who have played a vital role in
helping to plan and implement our activities with the community to address the needs that they
express such as; a health fair, addressing drugs and gangs in our community, homelessness, our 3
on 3 Basketball tournaments, the annual graffiti paint outs as well as, our Cane Haul Run. These are
just a few of the resources and activities thai have been created annually for our community with the
support of our Weed and Seed team. Their role is key to keeping our vision of a healthier and safe
community viable.

I am appealing for your support of HB 1513 to sustain the Weed and Seed strategy in Kalihi­
Chinatown-Ala Moana, Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach.

The collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit organizations, community
groups and private businesses has helped reduce violent crime and drug-related crimes in Waipahu ..

Over the twenty three years that I have worked in Waipahu, I have seen a marked improvement in this
community,'due to their partnership and networking.

o Drugs and crime have decreased in the Pupuole area and families are much safer because of
their presence.

o More citizen patrols and neighborhood security watches have been established
o There has been an increase in partnerships from area residents, State and City organizations,

and our faith-based groups who have been willing to work with our Weed & Seed officers.
o Our community is well connected from the Schools, to the agencies both private and public,

our faith-based groups,citizens and youth.
o An increase in seeding activities within these communities, such as classes on safety and

drugs.
o More pride in the community with our community clean ups and graffiti paint outs.
o We are on the road, I feel, to creating a heaithier and cohesive community.



(
Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource whose strategy needs to
be continued. Your support of this important initiative will ensure that community leaders and partners
continue to build a strong network of committed citizens that will work toward preventing crime and
growing strong, healthy communities.

Weed and Seed is very important to the communities we service, I urge you to support HB 1513.

Sincerely,

Barbara Tom PHN

(

cc: Representative Pono Chong
Representative Denny Coffman
Representative Sharon Har
Representative Linda Ichiyama
Representative Chris Lee
Representative Kyle Yamashita
Representative Gil Riviere

Representative Isaac Choy
Representative Ty Cullen
Representative Mark Hashem
Representative Jo Jordan
Representative James Tokioka
Representative Barbara Marumoto
Representative Gene Ward
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Submitted on: 2/28/2011

Comments:
I am submitting testimony in strong support of HB 1513 HDl to continue vital funding for the
Weed and Seed Program in Kalihi-Chinatown-Ala Moana, Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach.

I am a preschool teacher with Honolulu Community Action Program Head Start, and have
partnered with Waipahu Weed and Seed since the fall of 2008. Our Preschool on Wheels
homeless outreach program has been successful, due in large part, to this relationship. We

( 'ere able to transform the Weed and 5eed Safe Haven apartment into a preschool classroom and
~resource learning center for Waipahu homeless and other at-risk families living in the

complex. This partnership also included the Department of Health and various other non-profit
organizations and community members. Weed and Seed was the "glue" that kept our efforts in
alignment for the greater good of the Waipahu neighborhoods. In addition to our weekly
classes, we collaborated oftentimes, on the weekends, which is the most crucial time to
engage with families, and when so much vital information is disseminated. I urge you to
support HB 1512 and HB 1513, and I thank you in advance for your dedication to the health and
sustainability of the community.

Sincerely,

Mary Lacques

(

1



(

(

February 22, 2011

The Honorable Representative Marcus Oshiro, Chair
The Honorable Representative Marilyn Lee, Vice Chair

& Members of the House Committee on Finance
State Capitol
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members ofthe Committee:

Re: HB 1512 and HB 1513 - RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED STRATEGY

I am appealing for your support ofHB 1512 and HB 1513 to sustain the Weed and Seed strategy in
Kalihi-Chinatown-Ala Moana, Waipahu, and EwalEwa Beach.

The collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit organizations, community
groups and private businesses has helped 'reduce violent crime and drug-related crimes.

As a long-time resident ofEwa Beach (43 years), I have seen how instrumental Weed and Seed has been
to our community: drug activitiy/dealers, underage drinking and truancy numbers have declined
tremendous1y- all contributing to the overall "security /safety" feeling that I, as a resident, now feel. And
a parent offour children, you can imagine how important it is that these activities are as minimal as
possible. In addition, the Weed and Seed Program has also "invested" in the Ewa Beach residents in the
many activities it provides and takes part in such as the Jr. GolfPrograrn, School Read Along Programs,
Make a Difference Day, etc.

Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource whose strategy needs to be
continued. Your support ofthis important initiative will ensure that community leaders and partners
continue to build a strong network of committed citizens that will work toward preventing crime and _
growing strong, healthy communities.

Weed and Seed is very important to the community, I urge you to support HB 1512 and HB 1513.

Sincerely,
'-."

Denise R. Oliveira
President
Ewa Beach Community Based Development Organization

cc:
Representative Chris Lee
Representative Isaac W. Choy
Representative Ty Cullen
Representative Mark J. Hashem
Representative Jo Jordan
Representative James Kunane Toldoka
Representative Barbara C. Mammoto
Representative Gene Ward

Representative Pono Ching
Representative Denny Coffman
Representative Sharon E. Har
Representative Linda Iehiyama
Representative Dee Morikawa
Representative Kyle T. Yamashita
Representative Gil Riviere



The H~noi'ableRepresentative l\1arc'Us' 0stjirb, Chair:
The HQnbrab'~Repre~entative Marilyn Lee!Vice Chair

( ': >". " '&rJie6:1I:>grjQfthe I;i.ou~e.tdmmitte~onFinance
State Capitol
Honoh"lu, HaWaii 96813

,Dear Chair 0s!)iro; Vice, Chair Lee, al1dMembers of the Committee:, '
- -- 0·' _, '-,.' __ ,; ," , ,_" ''','' __ '_\ __~::Y> . ,."; " ','.-, '. -',".,. ".' " ',-

lie: H~ 151~.tJ~1:.-REIATING T6 tHE WEED AND SEED SrMTEGY ,

lamappe1'llingfor yoiJr support of HIH~13.H.1 to sustain the Weed and SiMstfategy in
K1'llihi::'ChinatoWn~Ala Moana, Waipahu, ,a(ld Ewa/Ewa Beadi. ' ,

. The collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents, noncprofit organiz;qtions,
cqmmunity groups andpriva'te busillesseshas helped reduce violent ct'imeariddrug-related
crimes.

(

. - .- ..

"I have been direetlYH~volvedwit~tlieWeed & Seed initiative since its inceptior:l in 2002 as a ' '
community volunteer, Currently, 1am the secretary of th~ ;Ewa Weed and Seed steering ,

. committee and cali personally speak to the positive resu,lts and numerous success storiesour'
community has hild because of Weed and Seed. In addition to receiving traini~gby the
Honolulu'Poli~e Department to empioy' ,crime, reduction strategies, We have coW:ib&~atedwith
government, social service provlder:s, businessesancJ feliow titizens to'effeetively red~ce crime
and restore bUr neighborhoods! ' ' ' ,

. ,- " .", ',.' .

'weed and Seed. is an important organizational tool and community resoiJrce whose strategy
needs td be cOntinued. Your support of thiS important initiativeWiU elJsure that community ,
leaders and partners continue to build a strl:mg network of C!:>mmittedcitizens that will work

. toward preventing crime and groWing strong, healthy communltfes.

Weed and ?eed i1; very important to the community, I urge you to support.HB 1513~H.l

(

Sin~~J?. ,,\

Eileen lynn """""u
91-1139 Hahakahi Street

,Ewa Beach, HI' 97606
(808) 6!S9-3219
email: lynnc025@hawaii:rr.com

cc: ' .~presentative Chris Lee ,
',Represeiitative Isaac W. Choy ,
Rei>i'esentative TyCullen '
Representative Mark; J. Hashem
R~Wesentativ:e Jo./ordan ,

.' Representative.James Kunane Tokioka
,Representative Bal-bara.C. Marumoto
Representative qeneWard

,- -c_.'_ .'.'.' .c. . ',; - i ;,,' - '0' - ,-'_' ." - ',: -.

Replesentative Pono Ching
Representative Denny Collinan
RepreseQ.tative ShilfOil E. Har
Representative Liilda1chiyama
Representative Dee MorikaWa
Representative Kyle T. Yamashita,
RepreseritWive Gil Riviere



(
' '''teed a(l,a:seed isiarii~{1~!ta~~ 2r~ah!Za,tionarfoOI,'~~dcq,nil11u~ity~es~ur,ce ;;"bo:se~~,fegYn§ed~;t?Qe'.,
_,ontinuep. Yoursuppon:bttlli~ ippprtlmt initi?tivewilletJ.~,flre th?t comflilinitYlefid~f~~?nppattn~rs, '.'
, ~oPtinue to 6uild,a:~tonif'1etWork 9f'CO,IliiJ,ittea citizei(sJh.atJA(Ul wor~toward pl:eiieJjtirig~i:iimeana .'
"-' " ,\ " " .",}. ~ • , ',' •• >, ,. • • , ~" ., > ,

·.growirigstrong, healthy commliriities..\ . .
• ~ . , . •• ". ", •. c .',....

"cc:. ~epresenllitive ClrrisLee' .. ' "
.' . Representliqv(;(IsaaCw. Choy:

R.epresentativeTyCuIlett .' .
R:epreseritatjv:e MarK J. Hashem

. Repres,eiltl\tif" Jo Jor~ail. ". '. ,

.~p~eseJi=~~~~6~t:~:~:a,'
.~tiveGl;lrie Wa!d ..
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FEB-28-2011 13:45 FROM:

February 22, 2011

The Honorable Marcus R. Oshiro, and Members

House Committee on Finance

Hawaii State Legislature

State Capitol, Room 306

Honolulu, HI 96813

Dear Chair Oshiro and Members:

Re: He 1513

TO: 8085B66001 P.3'7

(

I am writing to request your support of HB 1513 to sustain the Weed and Seed strategy in Kalihi­
Chinatown-Ala Moana, Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach.

Weed and seed is a collaborative effort involVing law enforcement, residents, non-profit organl~ations,
community groups and privale businesses that has helped to reduce violent and drug-related crimes in
my community. Weed & Seed has helped our Downtown community a much safer place to live. Weed
& seed police regularly corne out to support us as we conduct our weekly Citizen's Patrol walks. The
Weed & Seed has made sure that we have the necessary supplies and equipment that keep us safe.
Weed & Seed stands for a belief in the importance of the community's \toice being heard at all levels.
This is important to me as a resident ofthe Downtown/Chinatown area, as It can get quite quarrelsome
and political at times.

Weed and Seed Is an important organizational tool and community resource which needs to be
continued. Your support of this important initiative will ensure that community leaders and partners
,ontinue to build a strong network of committed citizens that will work toward preventing crime and
growing strong, healthy communities.

I urge you to support HB 1513,

Dolores Mollring
Resident
Downtown Citizens Patrol Block Captain
1255 Nuuanu Ave., E807
Honolulu, HI96S17

'\



February 27, 2011 '

Jennifer Fetui
91-207 Waipanu Street Apt 279
Waipahu, HI '96797

The Honorable Representative Marcus Oshiro, Chair
The Honorable Representative Marilyn Lee, Vice Chair
& Members of the House Committee on Finance
State Capitol
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Committee:

Re: HB 1513, HD1 - RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED STRATEGY
Hearing: Monday, February 28, 2011 at 5:00pm

Conference Room 308, State Capitol

;6ce 675 0121 # 3/ 3

My name is Jennifer Fetui and I live in the Weed and Seed WaipahU site. I am writing in strong
support of HB 1513, HD1 to sustain the Weed and Seed strategy in Kalihi-Chinatown-Ala Moana,
Waipahu, and Ewa/Ewa Beach. .

The collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit organizations, community
groups and private businesses has helped reduce violent crime and drug-related crimes.

I believe that we need Weed and Seed to help keep our children safe and out of trouble. Without
them, who will be there to help the families that are either missing a parent or working more than one
job? I feel fortunate to be living in Waipahu because we have a good Weed and Seed team. I have 7
children and knowing that Waipahu is a Weed and Seed site gives me comfort to know the.officers
are there to help keep them on the right path. Weed and Seed helps to get rid of the crime, drugs,
gangs and violence in our neighborhoods.

Because of Weed and Seed, Waipahu is a safer place for my family to live.

I believe that·the Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool to help our children and build
strong committed citizens that will work toward preventing crime.

Weed and Seed is very important to the community. I urge you to support HB 1513, HD1.

Sincerely,

~fi~'
Jfn'nifer F,J;J .
WaipahU Resident

cc; Representative Pono Chong
Representative Denny Coffman
Representative Sharon Har
Representative Linda lchiyama
Representative Chris Lee
Representative Kyle Yamashita
Representative Gil Riviere

Representative Isaac Choy
Representative Ty Cullen
Representative Mark Hashem
Representative Jo Jordan
Representative James Tokioka
Representative Barbara Marumoto
Representative Gene Ward
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Testimony for FIN 2/28/2011 S:e0:e0 PM H81S13

Conference room: 308
Testifier position: support
Testifier will be present: Yes
Submitted by: Maile Kanemaru
Organization: Weed and Seed
Address:
Phone:
E-mail: mailekanemaru@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/27/2011

Comments:
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