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Chairman Tokuda and members of the Committee on Education.   

 

My name is Amy Vorderbruegge and I am testifying as an individual in strong support of 

confirmation of James Williams as Board of Education Member.  I urge your committee 

to recommend confirmation to the full Senate. 

 

I have known Mr. Williams for five years through our work at Voyager Public Charter 

School. In that time, Jim and I have served together on the Local School Board and 

Voyager Foundation Board. Jim gives of his time and talent as our Foundation chair and 

LSB vice chair.  

 

Jim’s experience at various levels of education make him an excellent candidate for the 

Board of Education. He has the perspective of both a teacher and a leader and is able to 

use these perspectives to make decisions that are best for the system as a whole. Jim 

exemplifies integrity, as a charter school leader he has consistently made difficult 

decisions based on what was right for the movement, albeit the challenge it may have 

presented. High expectations are the norm when working with Mr. Williams. His 

commitment to systemic change in education began years ago with the dream of Voyager 

Charter School. Innovation, hard work and perseverance have moved that dream to 

reality. This is evidence that Jim’s heart, mind and soul are centered on the efforts of 

bettering education for all Hawai`i’s youth.  I have no doubt that Jim’s past experience in 

education, leadership, and decision making have prepared him for the challenging work 

expected and demanded of a Hawaii State Board of Education member. 

 

Thank you for this opportunity to testify, and I urge you to support confirmation of James 

Williams as Board of Education member. 

 

Amy Vorderbruegge 

Methodology/Training Coordinator 

Voyager Public Charter School 

Honolulu, Hawai`i 

 

e.conner
Text Box
LATE



e.conner
Text Box
LATE




