


 Number of offices:  approximately 40 
physically separate offices

 Number of employees: approximately 100 
permanent employees and 125 session staff

 Area:  Senate occupies approximately 20% 
of the entire State Capitol building area

 Public usage
 Numerous members of the public visit the Capitol 

every day with increased volume during session



Paperless Initiative (2008 to present)

 Green Practices Working User Group 
(“WUG” - 2009) 

Green Government Challenge
(Application – 2010)



Year Session 
Pages 
Printed

(Jan to Apr)

Session 
Pages 

Reduced

Annual 
Pages 
Printed

Annual 
Percent 

Reduction

Cumulative 
Reduction

2007 8,328,688 9,798,456
2008 2,655,530 6,707,084 3,091,372 68 percent
2009 1,763,443 998,219 2,093,153 33 percent
2010 1,543,053 220,390 80 percent

Paper Waste Reduction



Year E-Mail 
Subscribers

Visitors 
to 

Website
(per month)

Visits to 
Website
(per month)

RSS Feed 
Hits 

(per month)

2007 No data No data No data No data
2008 1,550 56,222 176,661 1,933,745
2009 1,770 62,327 197,085 1,940,879
2010 2,543 56,721 200,862 3,170,184

Increased E-Mail and Website Use (Jan to Apr)



 Decrease energy consumption and 
carbon footprint 

 Adopt energy-saving initiatives and 
enhance recycling efforts

 Lead by example



 Obtained rough baseline data on energy and water 
consumption

 Clarified recycling procedure and
labeled all recycle bins

 Green Practices survey
 139 surveys distributed, 38 responses from

22 different offices showed wide range of green
practices, interest in being greener

 Report to Senate leadership

 Children and Youth Day recycling event



Estimated annual electricity usage 

increased by 2.2% from 2008 to 2009

Estimated annual electricity costs 

decreased by 5.4% from 2008 to 2009



Estimated annual water usage 

increased by 7.8% from 2008 to 2009

Estimated annual water costs 

increased by 25.9% from 2008 to 2009

BUT… these are rough 
estimates.  We need better data 
to track the Senate’s actual 
usage.



 Interest in…

 Printer training/ paper-saving practices

 Developing a recycling policy

 Using recycled and/or less toxic products

 Purchasing energy-efficient equipment

 Conserving energy

 Encouraging commuter alternatives



Purpose:  To present and obtain support 
from Senate leadership to implement 
recommendations

 Provided baseline data

 Recommended participation in GGC

 Highlighted practical GGC strategies to 
complete the challenge



 What Can Your Office Do?

 What Can Your Senator Do?

 DAGS Initiatives









 Raised recycling awareness
 Provided easy opportunities for 
people to recycle items that they 
otherwise would not have recycled



 575 3-ring binders
 65 printer/toner cartridges
 45 phone books
 15 boxes of magazines
 14 pairs of shoes
 9 computer keyboards
 8 computer mice
 8 boxes of household items
 4 printers
 3 computer monitors
 2 computers
 1 subwoofer
 1 projector
 1 cellular phone
 Various electronics
 Cardboard



 DAGS Initiatives

http://www.noresco.com/behavior/hi/buildings.html�
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