
STAND. COM. REP. NO. ,t.\ S,

Honolulu, Hawaii

ç~ 2011

RE: H.B. No. 1493
H.D. 1

Honorable Calvin K.Y. Say
Speaker, House of Representatives
Twenty-Sixth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2011
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Transportation, to which was referred H.B.
No. 1493 entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO HIGHWAY SAFETY,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this bill is to increase highway safety by:

(1) Requiring motor vehicles towing a trailer, semitrailer,
or pole trailer, or any combination thereof, to use a
towing safety apparatus;

(2) Defining “towing safety apparatus” to mean a trailer
receiver hitch connected to a ball mount or draw bar
which is secured with a locking pin and chains or cables
to keep the trailer, semitrailer, pole trailer, or any
combination thereof safely connected to the motor
vehicle if it becomes unhitched from the ball mount or
draw bar while being towed; and

(3) Establishing minimum and maximum fines for each separate
violation.

The Department of Transportation testified in support of this
bill. The Hawaii Transportation Association provided comments.
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Currently, vehicles with a gross vehicular weight rating of
less than 10,000 pounds do not have regulations governing towing a
trailer. This measure ensures that an operator of a motor vehicle
towing a trailer uses the proper safety apparatus when doing so
thereby providing safer driving conditions for all roadway users.

However, your Committee was informed that commercial motor
vehicles are already governed by strict towing regulations under
federal law that are more stringent than the regulations contained
in this measure. Accordingly, your Committee has amended this
bill by providing an exemption for these motor carriers.

Technical, nonsubstantive amendments have also been made for
clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Transportation that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No.
1493, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Second
Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 1493, H.D. 1, and
be referred to the Committee on Judiciary.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Transportation,

M. SOUKI, Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives j~’a.c~ jlfj

The Twenty-sixth Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Transportation

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

j-i~ ~q3 2-f7J;;

U The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: U Pass, unamended (as is) ‘4 Pass, with amendments (HD) U Hold

LI Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

TRN Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. SOUKI, Joseph M. (C) 7

2. ICHIYAMA, Linda (VC)

3. AQUINO, Henry J.C.

4. CULLEN, Ty /

S. LEE, Marilyn B. /

6. LUKE, Sylvia /

7. SAIKI, Scott K. /

8. TAKUMI, Roy M.

9. YAMASHITA, Kyle T. /

10. FONTAINE, George R. /

11. JOHANSON, Aaron Ling /

TOTAL (11)

The recommendation is: ~ Adopted U Not Adopted
If joint referral, did not support recommendation.

committee acro ym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerks Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO




