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THE SENATE

TWENTY-SIXTH LEGISLATURE, 2011 S . B . N O._ ,;’ D

STATE OF HAWAII JAN 26 2011

A BILL FOR AN ACT

RELATING TO ADOPTION RECORDS.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HAWAII:

SECTION 1. Section 578-14, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is
amended by amending subsection (a) to read as follows:

"(a) A certified copy of the decree of adoption, or a
certified abstract thereof on a form approved by the department
of health, after the decree has become‘effective, shall/be sent
to the department. The department shall cause to be made a new
record of the birth in the name of the individual, as fixed or

changed by the decree, with the names of the adoptive parents

and [—upon—request—of both adeptive parents—or—the—sote

here—is—onlty—one—that] the name or names of
either or both of the natural parents [aoppear—on—the
eertificate—with the name of a—natural—parent—who congsents—to
be—named—on—the—ecertifiecate] . "

SECTION 2. Section 578-15, Hawaiil Revised Statutes, is
amended by amending subsection (b) to read as follows:

"(b) Upon the entry of the decree, or upon the later
effective daté of the decree, or upon the dismissal or

discontinuance or other final disposition of the petition, the
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S.B. NO. (510

clerk of the court shall seal all records in the proceedings;
provided that upon the written request of the petitioner or
petitioners, the court may waive the requirement that the
records be sealed. The seal shall not be broken and the records
shall not be inspected by any person|[—irneluding] except the
parties to the proceedings [+—exeept] :

(1) Upon order of the family court [upon—a—showingofgood

eauses+] in response to a written request from one of

the parties to the proceedings;

[2> Foradeoptions—whichoceurred prior—to—Janvary 1554+
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4+6+] (2) Upon request by the adopted individual or the

adoptive parents for information contained in the

records concerning ethnic background and necessary

medical information[—retwithstending any affidavit
reguestingconfidentiality]; or
[+#+] (3) Upon request by a natural parent for a copy of
the original birth certificate.
As used in this subsection, "natural parent" means a biological
mother or father, or a legal parent who is not also the
biocological parent."
SECTION 3. Statutory material to be repealed is bracketed

and stricken. New statutory material is underscored.

SECTION 4. This Act shall take effect upon its approval.
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-t S.B.NO. [51D

Report Title:
Adoption; Records; Proceedings

Description:

Amends provisions of the code relating to adoption records and
the secrecy of proceedings and records, allowing access to
adoption records by parties to the proceedings under certain
circumstances.

The summary description of legislation appearing on this page is for informational purposes only and is
not legislation or evidence of legislative intent.
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