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Opposition to HB1651

My name is H. Thomas Kay, Jr. [ am attorney for the Hawaii Coalition Against
Legalized Gambling. Two reasons HCALG opposes HB1651 related to
shipboard gambling follow:

1.

The Hawaii tourist industry is in a recovery mode from the substantial
losses that occurred in 2008 and 2009 due to the US recession.
Discretionary funds from tourists are needed to increase hotel revenue
through higher room rates and more days spent in Hawaii. These funds
are also necessary to help local businesses and enterprises be profitable
as they provide tourists with merchandise, transportation, events,
activities, and other services so that their stay in Hawaii is enjoyable and
memorable. These discretionary funds from tourists should not be
dissipated by losses from shipboard gambling when the tourist industry
is dependant upon these funds to provide visitors with quality vacations
and still make a profit.

It would appear that under the Johnson Act, 15USC1176, use of gambling
devices on ships leaving or returning to Hawaii is prohibited. Therefore,
new Hawaii legislation allowing shipboard gambling would be invalid and
illegal under Federal statutes.

H. Thomas Kay 373-3479
1516 Kamole Street
Honolulu, Hawaii 96821



From: mailinglist@capitol. hawaii.gov

Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 6:35 AM

To: ERBtestimony

Cc: sgd8@hawaiiantel.net

Subject: LATE TESTIMONY - Testimony for HB1651 on 2/8/2011 8:00:00 AM

Testimony for ERB 2/8/2011 8:00:00 AM HB1651

Conference room: 312

Testifier position: oppose

Testifier will be present: No

Submitted by: Susan Dursin

Organization: Hawai' i County League of Women Voters
Address: 83-5593 Middle Keei Road Captain Cook, HI 96704
Phone: 808-328-8514

E-mail: sad8@hawaiiantel.net

Submitted on: 2/8/2011

Comments:
Chair McKelvey, Vice Chair Choy and Members of the Committee:

The Hawai' i County League of Women Voters strongly opposes HB1651. We question the assumption that
shipboard gambling is an enticement that will bring more tourists to Hawai' i. The vast majority of tourists visit
to enjoy the weather, the beauty, the outdoor activities, the history. This proposal is no more than a way of
squeezing a few more dollars out of a small number of tourists.

Unfortunately, the legalization of shipboard gambling wilt open the door to the establishment of all forms of
gambling.

That pattern of expansion has prevailed across the United States. The downside of other forms of gambling in
both social and human terms is not worth the dollars shipboard gambling can provide.
Please vote against HB1651.
Respectfully submitted,
Susan Dursin
Co-president
Hawai'i County LWV



