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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
TWENTY-SIXTH LEGISLATURE, 2011
STATE OF HAWAII

H.B. NO. \s94

A BILL FOR AN ACT

RELATING TC ADOPTION RECORDS.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HAWAII:

SECTICON 1. Secticn 578-14,

amended as follows:

Hawali Revised Statutes, is

"§578-14 Record of adoption. (a} A certified copy of the

decree of adoption, or a certified abstract thereof on a form

approved by the department of health, after the decree has

become effective, shall be sent to the department. The

department shall cause to be made a new record of the birth in

the name of the individual, as fixed or changed by the decree,

with the names of the adoptive parents and([+—upen—reguest—of

otk adepis , be sole adepis £ there s

endy—ener—Ehat—]the name or names of either or bhoth of the

natural parents [appear—eorn—the certificate,—with-Fhe—pome—of—a
raturelparent—who—-censents—te e rnomed on the cerisificate].

SECTION 2. Section 578-15,

amended to read as follows:

Hawaili Revised Statutes, is

"§5'78~15 Secrecy of proceedings and records. (a) The

records in adoption proceedings,

prior to the entry of the decree,
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only by the parties or their attorneys, the director of human
services or the director's agent, or by any proper person on a
showing of good cause therefor, upon order of the court. Except
in the case of an individual being adopted by a person married
to the legal father or mother of the individual or unless
authorized by the court, no petition for adoption shall set
forth the name of the individual sought to be adopted or the
name of either of the parents of the individual; prbvided that
the legal name of the individual and the name of each of the
individual'sllegal parents may be added to the petition by
amendment during the course of the hearing thereof and shall be
included in the decree. The hearing of the petition shall be in
chambers and shall not be open to the public.

(b) Upon the entry of the decree, or upon the later
effective date of the decree, or upon the dismissal or
discontinuance or other final disposition of the petition, the
clerk of the court shall seal all records in the proceedings;
provided that upon the written request of the petitioner or
petitioners, the court may waive the requirement that the
records bé sealed. The seal shall not be broken and the records
shall not be inspected by any person, [ireluding] except the

parties to the proceedings, [exeept:]

HB HMIA 2011-82.doc

NANIEIEANTR AT A



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Page 3

H.B. NO.\saq

(1) Upon order of the family court in response to a

written request from one of the parties to the

proceedings [—aponr—a——shewingeof geod——ecause] ;

. c dont ol . ] ]
] i et Lend , £ gy
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+6)+] {2) Upcn request by the adopted individual or the

adoptive parents for information contained in the

records concerning ethnic background and necessary

medical information|[—retwithstandingany affidavit
reguesting—eenfidentiality]; or

[+H] (3} Upon request by a natural parent for a copy of the

original birth certificate.
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As used in this subsection, "natural parent” means a biological
mother or father, or a legal parent who is not also the
biological parent. |

(c} The clerk of the court shall keep a docket of all
adoption proceedings, which may be inspected only by order of
the family court."”

SECTION 3. Statutory material to be repealed is bracketed
and stricken. New statutory material is underscored.

SECTION 4. This Act shall take effect upon its approval.

- V r
INTRODUCED BY:

NA.Q.M-%S._: |

JAN 2 6 2011

HB HMIA 2011-82.doc

LT



H.B. NO. 1994

Report Title:
Adopted persons; access to their adoptive information.

Description:
Amends certain sections of Chapter 587, HRS to allow adoptive
persons access to their adoptive information.

The summary description of legislation appearing on this page is for informational purposes only and is
not legisiation or evidence of legislative intent.
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