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A BILL FOR AN ACT

RELATING TO ADOPTION RECORDS.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HAWAII:

SECTION 1. Section 578-15, Hawail Revised Statutes, 1is
amended by amending subsection (b) to read as follows:

"(b) Upon the entry of the decree, or upon the later
effective date of the decree} or upon the dismissal or
discontinuance or other final disposition of the petition, the
clerk of the court shall seal all records in the proceedings;
provided that upon the written request of the petitioner or
petitioners, the court may waive the requirement that the

records be sealed[+]; provided further that the natural parent

may place a contact preference into the sealed record at any

time prior to or after the final disposition of the petition.

The seal shall not be broken and the records shall not be

inspected by any person, [Fmretudingthe parties—teo—the

proceedings,] except in the following circumstances:

(1) Upon order of the family court upon a showing of good
cause;

[{2) For—adeoptions—which oceurred prior—toJanuary—3—3199%+

c ] 3 1 individual . } e
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(2) For all adoptions, regardless of date of
occurrence, after the adopted individual attains the

age of eighteen and upon submission of [amn—affidaviE

; 1 . he . :
; . he ina . : S 1 ]
‘ ! ' y
E ] g . E E . a . E . ] [ .
. 1 elo13 nelud »  fan
g . . ] : ] A a

written request for inspection by the adopted

individual; provided that the family court shall

provide the adopted individual with a copy of the

contact preference filed in the sealed record at the

time the request for inspection is submitted to the

court;

(3) Upon request by the adopted individual or the

adoptive parents for ethnic, racial, health, or

genetic information contained in the records

[ . haie bacl 3 3 Yool
o f Lo e 34 ££4 Ao .
confidentiality]; or
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[+7>] (4) Upon request by a natural parent for a copy of

the original birth certificate.

As used in this subsection[+]: [!‘matural—parent!]

"Contact preference" means a notarized written statement

from a natural parent indicating whether the natural parent

accepts or declines personal contact with the adopted individual

when the adopted individual attains the age of eighteen. If the

natural parent accepts personal contact, contact information

shall be included in the contact preference and shall be kept

current by the natural parent.

"Natural parent" means a biological mother or father|[—exr—=

legal parent—who—is—not—alse—the biological parent] ."

SECTION 2. Statutory material to be repealed is bracketed
and stricken. New statutory material is underscored.

SECTION 3. This Act shall take effect on January 7, 2059.
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Report Title:
Adoption; Records; Proceedings; Contact Preference

Description:

Amends provisions of the code relating to adoption records;
allows access to adoption records by parties to the proceedings
upon showing of good cause or upon submission of a written
request to the Family Court. Allows a natural parent to insert
a contact preference, indicating whether the natural parent
accepts or 'declines personal contact with the adopted
individual, into the sealed adoption records; defines contact
preference. Effective January 7, 2059. (sD1)

The summary description of legislation appearing on this page is for informational purposes only and is
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