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Dear Senators, 

Diane Aoki [ddkaoki@me.com] 
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Follow up 
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I am writing to request that you take whatever action you need in order to save VEBA for 
teachers. We have made sacrifices to balance the budget in agreeing to the furloughs. Now, 
here is a chance to help us out and mitigate that sacrifice a little. VEBA has shown to have 
been a cost-savings for the State, so it seems to me to be a no- brainer. It is very unfair 
to put us in the same pool as other state workers to help them because of our good health 
record. It has been good for us and it has been good cost-wise for the state budget. We need 
this means of having some control over this benefit. Thank you so much for supporting us. 

Diane Aoki 
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February 23, 2010 

Dear Ways and Means Committee Members, 

I am a teacher at Salt Lake Elementary School and thank you for hearing the VEBA bill. I 
ask that you allow us to keep our health program as it is. I currently have so much on my 
plate; it feels overwhelming to have to worry about my health costs rising and my health 
coverage diminishing. VEBA provides better coverage at lower cost, saving the State 
millions, saving teachers money, and giving us peace of mind in at least one aspect of 
our lives. 

There is no documented evidence VEBA hurts the EUTF, as some claim, and that is why I 
urge you to please allow us to keep our health coverage under VEBA. 

Sincerely, 

Christine Mabuni 
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Testimony for WAM 2/24/2010 10:00:00 AM SB2797 

Conference room: 211 
Testifier position: support 
Testifier will be present: No 
Submitted by: Margaret Hoy 
Organization: Individual 
Address: 54-474 Honomakau Road Kapaau, Hawaii 
Phone: 808-889-6948 
E-mail: mhoy9092@hotmail.com 
Submitted on: 2/23/2010 

Comments: 
My name is Margaret Hoy 
I am a teacher at Kohala High School 
Contact Phone: 808-889-6948 
I strongly support SB 2797. 
Currently, VEBA has provided my family with excellent service and coverage. 
I have a child in college on the mainland and she has been able to get the care she needs 
away from home. This provides an incredible amount of peace of mind for my husband and me. 
My husband is on daily medication prescribed by his physician. We purchase those drugs at our 
local pharmacy in Kapaau. I have heard that under EUTF, prescriptions will only be available 
via mail order from Florida and that for certain maintenance drugs there is a denial of 
claims. If that's the case, I worry if there is a change or any disruption to my current plan 
that it could adversely impact his needs. 
The state Auditor claims that administrative costs for VEBA exceed that of EUTF, but the 
State only pays $1.00 per person whether it's VEBA or EUTF. 
The combined savings to the employer and the State of Hawaii has amounted to $6,645,006 for 
the 40 month period beginning March 1, 2006 through June 30, 2009. This is based on lower 
employer contributions and experience refunds to the State of Hawaii. 
Why force teachers into a system that seems to be functioning less efficiently? 
Let VEBA continue to provide for teachers and retirees, with the money I am saving I am able 
to buy supplies for my students like Kleenex and paper towels! 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 
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Testimony for WAM 2/24/2010 10:00:00 AM SB2797 

Conference room: 211 
Testifier position: support 
Testifier will be present: No 
Submitted by: Renee ito 
Organization: Individual 
Address: P. O. Box 1024 Kapaau~ Hi 96755 
Phone: 808-889-6429 
E-mail: ryito12345@yahoo.com 
Submitted on: 2/23/2010 

Comments: 
Name: Renee Ito 
School: Kohala Elementary School 
Contact Phone Number: 808-889-6429 
I am a teacher at Kohala Elementary School and I strongly support SB 2797. 

-J 

:.:j;.f£_':i' :" \~ }'"1 

I support SB 2797 because VEBA will allow teachers (actives and newer retirees) to 
continue to have a health benefit program without disruption of services and coverage. In 
addition~ a strong health benefit health benefit program helps to attract and retain public 
school teachers. VEBA has saved the Employer as well as the members money and healthy 
competition between health providers enables VEBA to offer members competitive rates. Right 
now~ because of the furloughs~ our pay has been cut and that has been difficult. If VEBA is 
not continued and we have to move back into the EUTF for their medical coverage~ that could 
mean additional premiums of at least $200.00 a month and changes to our pharmaceutical 
benefits and that would create an even greater hardship. 
Please support this Senate bill 2797 so that VEBA can be made permanent. 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 

Sincerely~ 

Renee Ito 
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SB 2797 RELATING TO VOLUNTARY EMPLOYEES' BENEFICIARY ASSOCIATION TRUSTS 

Wednesday, February 24,2010 
10:00 am 
Conference Room 211 
State Capital 

Dear Senator Kim, 

... t ~ • 

~i . 

I am a 4th year kindergarten teacher at Salt Lake Elementary School. My salary provides for myself and my 2 young children. I am still 
paying off student loans I incurred to get a Masters degree in education from Chaminade University. My salary does not provide an 
affluent lifestyle for my small family and I AM living paycheck to paycheck. I am unable to find affordable housing in my price range and 
must reside with relatives. As a teacher and a mother, health care benefits are extremely important to me. My children are young and 
need to have a consistent, affordable health care program. I cannot afford a disruption in service or increased premiums. 

My family and I need VEBA to become permanent for the following reasons: 

1. Teachers (actives and newer retirees) will continue to have a health benefit program without disruption of services and coverage. 
2. A strong health benefit program helps to attract and retain public school teachers. 
3. VEBA has saved the Employer as well as its members money. 
4. Healthy competition between health providers enables VEBA to offer members competitive rates 

We are already dealing with a reduced paycheck due to mandatory furlough Fridays, if we are forced to join the EUTH another $200 
will be taken out of my already miniscule paycheck. Don't my children deserve better than that? 

Thank you, 
Lori Sumajit 
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SENATE COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 

S.B. 2797 SD 1: RELATING TO VOLUNTARY EMPLOYEES' 
BENEFICIARY ASSOCIATION TRUSTS. 

Name: Eva Conway-McGuire 

School: Kohala Elementary 

Contact Phone: 808 756-7950 

Dear Senate Committee on Ways and Means: 

I am a teacher at Kohala Elementary school and strongly support SB 2797 

Please extend VEBA to 2012. In addition to saving its members money, 
VEBA has saved the Department of Education money as well. Healthy 
competition between health providers enables VEBA to offer members 
competitive rates. This year pay, in addition to the quality of our work 
environment, was impacted by furloughs. I will have to start making serious 
choices about whether or not I can afford to stay in Hawaii if payor benefits 
continue to be cut. I love what I do and my job choice is not one I made 
with only money as a consideration. I wish I could afford to teach no matter 
how low the pay, but I need to be able to pay my bills. Hawaii needs to 
make students, teachers, and education apriority. Extending VEBA to 2012 
is a cost effective way to continue to attract and retain the professionals 
needed to educate our children. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 
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,,'~Q ",,~d t\e ~f'{\V\~ q£ ~cl\ t1' 'i~ IDefi\'oers O\U\eAJ· 
l\etI't~l CD'MFi1IG1\ 'oc?'!4ca halt~ 'ff'Qvide« hA" .eIIA"loi rn~ 

. as. fA MeMber cem~et '11~'t) rate.s: . 

. '4IIith f\ttlO'jh~ J 1 1.1'" sttujjliJ\j fiI\GllIl1l1\1~. ff m~ ~~ It~ 
IlIbllftlnee pretmiuflls in~~ .. 1 do Mt f-II*" \\Ihclt elS-tl :r 
CO" Ctti frem y(\~ '\j;~' et. I ttM ~ea~ln.j frnv' thtJ 
po\1It 0\ view \'If t\ :SIn ki ~at-fl ~it" I\~ vI\lld~. r . 
~l\l\ot tma1ineJ hO\N l f ;nCte4\J.lI of pteM\\\1Y\S \Nl" 

Q ffet:.t tet.l'd..e.r" wih ~s .. 111 11iet I\eCI t futllte '" 1 r1tlll 01\ stt.lrt\\\j . ta ftlmi I ~ . .1 f 1\~ Vre, 1'jI,"ms i I\CtO\SE' _ ! 
~\\\ ~o.'lCI 10 r~1\\\"f, Ql\d. ~~\j4hlqtc) M~ -fm\,t~ .p\ql\~. 
1\'s. de,d>\frt\. V'J' \) dwect\'1 ~ffect m1ce\!f, m~ f({M\ \~'.; Q1\d , 
h\~ futu~ fttMII'f. V;bet\ MtfN.~ " decis,\m I 'ple4t-el CM\S\fl.ef 
t\\e; p~b"Ci ,schoo'. hd\er.t trt "o.'N,l\{ ~1\cA i~r ftlm'\les .. 
In',~ de~5\01\ ~," ~ffect "'~ ,,11· ' 
I\~ ~~I\ .... 1: .. :~.ror.~ly ~:.,rL~ ~~:l-1 '11 · Iba1\i< '11J11 for t\eI 



l"eD,Lj, LUlU ~:1~~1V1 Hawaii State Teacher·s Assoc No, 1659 p, 5 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 

S.B. 2797 SO l' RELATING T ASSOCIATION TRU~~~LUNTARY EMPLOYEES' BENEFICIARY 

Wednesday, February 24, 2010 

Name: If? ose. cj hil') 

School: McuJ:a. UvV\. i 
Contact Phone: (0 tel.. ... .314 " 

I/I)~j %~ -I-hclt -Uu:. hill lI1itl CfK~'1IMl our I/03A 
~Jik I1tGl[fh Wre ~ 80 iVhfo~.J-. 

Mj ~ kkr i oS ols" IJ. kach U' C. rxi-Mo flhltf.M bkjh SchOO I} 

We:te o.l~ ~ a. ~'I\4JtcitJ hit. 
l'(et:t~ ('.A)'l.-~ IWl. V~M I:> r ieaeJW;. . 
EMF is (}.It~ ~'~ ~f.R~ frocessi~ ~ p~ 

fuKrem~ lI.der It. '10 o.dd. . /3,OOO,tl.fS fIo.J.e.r:r ,ft.Ji be /00 {fI)).d 

~Y ~('l1Yl. 



reb. n. LUlU ~: lYPM Hawaii ~tate leacher 5 Assoc 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 
i 
j. 

No. 1659 P. 6 

S.B. 2797 SO 1- RELATING TO . 1 ASSOCIATION TRUsi~LUNTARY EMPLOYEES' BENEFICIARY 

Wednesday, February 24,2010 

Name::R~ t\Cldl~-Svh'O~Gif: . 
School: H~ Ii £Lm. 
Contact Phone: .3 3D- [4 ~.5 

. I ().I'f\ "'-~ 0-:;1- McU r I ~ Sehoo I fM"'I6 
S.(.t"o~\~ 'S\AflPDr4- sS;:J.. .,q"1 " ., j 

Q.s IX si (\~ \t- .po.r~ l..:>rl-h one. ch; \ d J:r w. rY-W:!-~ ~ 
~ow\- $~ p-r 1'<\01'I±h ~r I1"j rntD.:c,oJ p\o.I\~ro"'ijh ~ 
~e,1Y\ lrIJ.'S\-" :J:X:' oi.t¥" mecl1CA.\ pl~ ~'4..r-+ +0 +he, I[M.\\= 

plfM} I v:),\\ ~ v..p ~~ l"\~ O\l.(K ~5?D. ~ rr-o~ +Oy' mj 
f'I)ILIi \ etJ. I!>OV tx'tAj ~" --n-,I '0 \~ ve ('~ p (0 h \ b ,-h Ve- ~o v roe.,w 

::r ~\\l. (\Ot- ~e.;. ab~ +0 O\..wo~ +0 p~ ~;~ ft\v..~"" 1'\'I.O~j 
~ rN>~ on -\-of> ~ ~J ~ 'Ii'Sl+ c.o-p~. ~r(~j" 
f<'j son ~ 11< u>~o(' --/-!pick, I)vrrDnth ~ 0-. P'5~c.hDIOCl,J 
QrlU-- 0..- mof'd:-h +0 ~dr~ h;!> ADD)~ ovJcbwc'Ot"'J ()V(\J.. 
c\\u ~ ~ ~~. T (fvI'n rMsD OT\ ",0.-("'0'1.5 · . 

~i~+\O(\S -tor ~\~~I\Qfl., ~ ~~~ ·1'eI~"'CS. \,),-\-h 
-l-Nu. t.LU'T~ ¥i5cM ~~ ~ '\1') ~ wJ. t>v\O"m5'5 -+ht,; 

e..o~') J ~~ C>J&:+i~ .f\,,:~M b~~ 01' +or 
~ .}~ ~W"ro~h':lJ..DOtM4 ,n.8~+ ,<,\ ~ ~I"'- ~\Q..--\{) 
c.O M t~ -to ~. . ~ (}YOp ~ rwA; uJ. 'It\6~ 
~'J:~ ,+ .. 
~ ,,\., ... "'1\'" \J .. ..r~ \ltO\l\.:.tv po .. foS 96 a-111 . . • • 1\ . 
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Transmitting 6 sheets (including this cover page) 

February 23, 2010 

TO: Senate Sergeant-At-Arms 

Testimony for W AM heating 
Wednesday, Februal'Y 24,2010,10:00 a.m. 
Conference Room 211 

SB 2797, SD1 

No. 1660 P. 1 



r-eD.Lj. ZUlU ~:LUPM Hawaii State Teacher's Assoc No. 1660 P. 2 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 

S.B, 2797 SD 1: RELATING TO VOLUNTARY EMPLOYEES' BENEFICIARY 
ASSOCIATION TRUSTS. 

Wednesday. February 24. 2010 

Name: P~tri~4 MOV+-Stwnb 
School: W~'"'~ J;: \e""~J 
Contact Phone: [ior) fo 1', ... 't.?O..:3 , 



reb. LJ. LUlU ~:2UPM Hawai i State Teacher's Assoc No. 1660 P. 3 

SENATE COMMITIEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 

S.B. 2797 SD 1: RELATING TOVOLUNTARY EMPLOYEES' BENEFICIARY 
ASSOCIATION TRUSTS. 

Wednesday, February 24, 2010 

Name: sheri Yo~h il<a wa 
School: LehlAa t=;lernenlbl71 School 
Contact Phone: 4t;,;3 .. blfqO 

I OIVVl a te01cher at- 'LeVJua Eleme/~l-a":J school 

fA ltld 0 s-tronflly sUFPorf ~/3 27Q"7. VEf3A' has S-Clv-ed 

"tl1e s·tak ;y,ll/iol'lJ of do/let~. J n +his 'fint:1hCla I 

I-I£'TA C1fjv.eeo{ +0 'rurlo148h ot.ays c,.Fkr 60 v, Lt'?1/& 

PhJpo~e4 ofUYIOU(jhS JUYi"::} The .5"LAmm6r. I would 

pre·fC,r bet',,:] (;101& 'fv COrvJ& -to ~chool -evevydtt y 

~,nd l'JOt- ht:-tve my pay clAf. EGITI= wOI U ld fvtV-rht31-' 

diminish my pay OIha cY.ea~ a cr"fi ca J 

-A'ncnl1C1C/1 ~,frc;tlh on myselT. Please.- COhs:lder 

my testimony OlS VOlA oIeCid& Oh &82'Q7. 

771 a 11 t< Y () IA .fo r ,t!,.,-& 0 P P () r +vt n " ':J ,whJ -/-eifi f:J . 
./""""., \f\~JII 0 .........., 

\ 



reb. Lj. LUlU ~:20PM Hawai i State Teacher's Assoc . No. 1660 P. 4 

SENA~E COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 

. LATING TO VOLUNTARY . S.B. 2797 SD l' RE ASSOCIATION TRUSTS. EMPLOYEES) BENEFICIARY 

Wednesday. February 24,2010 

Name: f(an Wi 
School: Lthua. E m~rr+af'i 
Contact Phone: '1:.So . fA q 0 '!Jwk . 

.r. IAWl Of --I-u4~ aI- ~/;itlfott. r;\t;yyW'l~ 5 vkoo I anol s-+V-oYlj ~ 
';lApptrr-t $1327Ql. 

I _ I J -r S-\-il [ 01 0 V\1>+ mti k.u 
A-s V'&kra \II +w ~ I Jyy) Y hLl£-b@.V1O\ tI VIOl -

til 10-1- 0+ YY\fJV'r~y. GtOI~ Iottc1. +0 Eun woltlo! i n(irt.-~l our 

" yY] ()111 +Vi l Y f' b\ Y \'I'rt-»1--s a VI ~ -ItItJ w 0 IA.I ~ lUI Vt. I t.s s: tu VI ~ s fur 

VYl y .f I\HYI,I Y +0 s pL~J bl n ~ h-t,1 P b \A,r 10 vat! U;OYlrrmy 5 V'oW -

0\.1 r ve f?A itJfLS work wi f-W ~ c11'(1.,y-S; anal a 1/ oW~ l,f, ~ -h 
C,0Vlf\ VI u-i.. +0 ~IA, \Ill. ~ tih \IV ~ 0 uJ- cA is; rup-H on of s uv i fA, 5-

{AVId GoV'lf~Ije... \f6J3A 0its sav!.J. +Itt S+a-k ('(1011&y and offlf'S 

u $ (,0 vY1 pLo-h+i lit,. ra-J.e,s • 'Plt.a.s<- S IkPf'~ s: B'2 7 Ql. 
. ' 

:Ina VI It- ytflft +ur -!hv OI'POrit!.Vl r.Iy -h -4 s+j +y . 

SlVJDMfJy) 
~/Ah1( 



reo. LJ. LUlU ':LurIVI Hawaii ~tate leacher s Assoc No. 1660 P. 5 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 

StB. 2797 SO 1: RELATING TO VOLUNTARY EMPLOYEES) BENEFICIARY 
ASSOCIATION TRUSTS. 

Wednesday) February 24.2010 

. Name: ~Ya.. mO-'j 

School: mAt,"" EI~. 
Contact Phone: __ ~:2~3=o:::.......::::C::CO~~~~_...,....--_ 

..... /I,.,.",,,D .J. CL.r.for d ·li--.o oJ--

E:.. ~T F "6 b('oK....u'l GA1 & -,-. I.-IoAJY I 0
1 

.~ 1(,l-tY\;iMI" '. ~_ ? 
ILA Wha-J rnoU. do V\O(..4... WoY1,f- .yrofYI f'I'1.c.e., 

mC) ..... ...( a... YYlOY1 -.yrl, J 

E 
--- h '. J a.o=, 'j)CJ-4 (' OJ ~ f>t... +-~ , ~s. 

V.(.,l('tl.UJl·Y1~...L (MJ4L 3a..'t'1~O 0 a I J I , 

ht.L5 ~ *d~~" ~. :r 30 Jo <J.h<t. &. now' a.nol 

'-'-h~ do no.j. a.ec.e:p 4- WI Y ~ (jI1Y1-4) 'n5. '0 r' H /'VIA 

5Cl.yS <./-h~ do no-f CnKu' /";""""5, rV"t.l c:'.wuf-<S ~ df'· 

oYd~$.. WhcU- h:Jol'.e. do W~ hCUJ..<. -1-0 ~dCA../.e.! C U-+hhJ 

/;1S. c.ov~Q.Cj~ tLv'ld ya . .t''5''nj r'"O-~~ on -Io-p o{: ,'+ ;'0 

ho+ Pa.,'1' , VE,6A,~ tVOr"k:.,j,,5.fOrt' 1'1'\~. 



reb. n. LUlU ,::lHM Hawai i State Teacher's Assoc No. 1660 P. 6 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 

S.B. 2797 SD 1: RELATING TO VOLUNTARY EMPLOYEES' BENEFICIARY 
ASSOCIATION TRUSTS. 

Wednesda,¥, February 24,2010 
/1 V 

Name: v()(f2;fj rCi 8'1d", 
School: Kt;,;/eio pUtA. f"len,b1~r'( 
Contact Phone: "7 S-... 0 t (OcR ><~ ~ 5 

I, C1H1 C4.rYl elel?3l!YliOtl"Y S'C~d I 'f~,oh,w 

who S'inYlOly A/'fJ(JvfJ'> S\~B. '2, 7 '17,. L' 
do Y'h'f fA.-yf dail, fa ~4f'r()rf lite ed'r,fCallUn 

(J F, OIA-" (}t./lo(r~. L ad J?of W6W7f- h h,Otvc, 

~ cllJrufff»,.r fa rn'f &enent- A4:f:t11lr ,b~eh~ 
p&w,. Jlf6t9 hM S'4~~ Me &m~lOy~ . 
~ ~ memfoe-r.r /?IQner- Ctlh1/7.dl!flV? bd~..:-. 
d/.. ~ f h~01I/1t 4nJV~.r ttllif hel/' k 
TI1l" dr rr'WWI ,-
/h_ r' D() fi. etJm/,{/tl flv-G- )?l-nefi/-.r~ ~pe.a/ ~/6'. 

vrwl/t.,YCt 

IJrJPJii / :J J'/vtm, t'f ~f?/",YI 

1kk VIM {i". M~ O/,ptJyn,M'iJ 

+r. f-pft~ on diy ~rrwrr /)..:qf/4. 

~MYIl. ( 



reD. LJ. LUlU 9:nrlYI Hawaii ~tate leacher s Assoc No. 1661 P. 2 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 

S.B. 279~ SD 1: RELATING TO VOLUNTARY EMPLOYEES' BENEFICIARY 
ASSOCIATION TRUSTS. 

Wednesday, February 24,2010 

Name: lJ-dtn M. .6'h/~#J 
School: ®etv1urG (+ ~ BUm 
Contact Phone: b1 '3-1t.(,(JD i\ -oh1) 



reo. Lj. LVIV ~:LLriVI Hawaii ~tate leacher s Assoc I~o. lOb 1 ~. j 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 

S.8. 2797 SD 1: . RELATING TO VOLUNTARY EMPLOYEES' BENEFICIARY 
ASSOCIATION TRUSTS. 

Wednesday, February 24,2010 

Name: va. mit Bra Yl c.-h 
School: W<aia oaf., €1e.rneYi+o..~ 
Contact Phone: (&01) '18<6'7-34-13 ~ 

I O\m CI. teOlche.~ ""+- V\!i7l i 0. N>.e. 6l e..1'Vl e n+a.r t 
<An~ Gtrone1y suppor~ SB 2lQl. 

VJ~ . \fEl3A) I. ~ve 0. si0Yli·fi C(.t",t o.VYlou..n.-t 0+ 
rn 0(1£.1 0 n W\'I \-'ea.\th CGI. Ire . Be.co.. '-'$e. 0 +' -B.<.d OlAj h S 

::r ho.d ().\rea.d'1 had -to i-o."-e 0. z.vw\ jDb 
a.lI-a :r ~no"" :t ""i\\ V\o+ be. a.ble to ~~ , 

~'l IfXv\- i ~ YY\'j h €a. \-\\1 cQ rep r e-m i \). 1'1'\,( I t'\ C ,.. e.a S e 

VEg/\ \!;, 'JII ()( "-~ ~ a. II) cl ; -\- \ 5 S~ ~ \ ~ +ea c h~ vY\Q n c.y,l 

""h) C.\\ \f<I e. de~\-~~ ('f.e.d ~ 



reO,Lj, LUlU ~:n~IVI Hawaii ~tate Teacher's Assoc No,1661 p, 4 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 

5.8.2797 SD 1: RELATING TO VOLUNTARY EMPLOYEES' BENEFICIARY 
ASSOCIATION TRUSTS. ' 

Wednesday, February 24,2010 

Name: ~ K4~~ 
School: o/<t&~ - t1~ 
Contact Phone: 2- ~tt -/ t/ 7 L . 

~~ ~ ~~~ ~(J.l~;.f~_ ~ .~hh 
~~ .h~ bl/ ~ )':tit~trlk ~ 
~ ~ 4~~· ~jl ,fJ~ _ e~uJNJ p 

fPU/..,. e~ QVlq SDC/e.+:)- Even ~,.\-h obs+a.cJ~o, 

-\1t~wn fAA.. +Vu"W) J ~'n &'ll-Ldi~~ ~t IO~.A-8·" Ft(tl~tSI -t~otchexs 
Gf'V\t\~ue t'O 'bE.. djlf~t-h+ 'M ~h~'vd'iY'~ stvurlf,f'\-(- I~.,..nl·n.,. 
~I(O(,.lJ,tve Y=j teQch.er$ mL-{~.(.., Jt-ee.r ""he-ir "-h<~ (+h is, 6t"it..,;-

-to COhti"",e +11<.1... \<vlt'S~'-o..., in t:~",c-h'3 OL<r ohi{olfeh, 



reo. L J. L V I V· ,: LL nVI HawaII ~ tat e I e a c her s Ass 0 c No. 1661 P. 5 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 

S.B. 2797 ~D 1: RELATING TO VOLUNTARY EMPLOYEES' BENEFICIARY 
ASSOCIATION TRUSTS. 



reD. LJ. LUlU ~:LLriVI Hawaii \:)'[ate leacher s Assoc I~o. Ibb I r. b 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 

S.B. 2797 SD 1: RELATING TO VOLUNTARY EMPLOYEES' BENEFICIARY 
ASSOCIATION TRUSTS. 

Wednesday. February 24. 2010 

Name: .. £fJeoUV' j)~UZ ul/V 
School: Ma,ko,1416 Clem. 
Contact Phone: ~.''J;J - '/(,!J . Z,77 .. lf755 

I ' 



/"eb.Lj. LUlU ~:nrlVl Hawaii ~tate leacher s Assoc No.looi P. i 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 

S.B, 2797 SD 1: RELATING TO VOLUNTARY EMPLOYEES' BENEFICIARY 
ASSOCIATION TRUSTS. 

Wednesday, February 24, 2010 

Name: ~aA tv 'i Q..t.LU 

School: .rT) 'Orr. i ,~,' 12;, Lf'n eA~ 
Contact Phone: ''>''')(:,- ,t>04 

:r: et.,..., ~\ ~r kJ<f ,r,j \It?12>/\ so ~ \+- LuI II t:<>(>-!,,,t.U,i -b oJtouJ 
+.l'a~~ c.ao-hY.t~ ~ ~t.uJ.~ rtJ-iV"/~s.) +0 ~PV't.- ex. hl.(:'.J~ b.t'.J)l.-(;"+ 

p~~r~ Lvr-ff,btJ ~r djS.U'·u;:>'h~1) 'tiP· ~.trvic.t~ ~; dDv..u-a'~rL. Pc-

G-\.-~"~ h~ .. I-\!.., b ..... ~~ f YO 3N'1l-) .Iy.\ ~~ 10 ~.d- ""'). rvt..;" p..J:.1 :'-' 
~~c::>0 +.(,,(..!c.h.tr~ " HU~,t.+111 '~r~ l~ ct .Ih~ br" I"le-.c.ol') w'"'i X rL.fh,a...l,,", 

0.. boe +-l4(,~~". 'VE:.BA "Cc<& $~vt".ol .~.£. 6~ P \bi'~ O-s, ""'~\ a.s. .'l~ "",UV\bJ/.,8 

t-r--,()r-,.t~. t·~ \lt5~A- r~ l'\ot- cnd.~ ,,*,t s-hJv 01\1 AJ.JI'\'()~~' ChD"lI.~/J wl'1 
'~~t,.- '-\-04 ~Ih \-uHh-e.,.~. ',~a('Jur$ '~e;avv vo..f..lJ tflrt.A 4vt>~ .flc..,.'O~jh, 

JIAf~ .-to ~G-lp our S-h-e:~L' 'ltllt\~j aw Q~ ,~v V\3BA' wf\-' Ofa\~ ,,~ 
.~ .... +.tA~.A,-'S spiv·:-t. p\.(.t:.~G OQl'lt do ~aJ-.. .\.o -t..lat'''''us. . .,-u:(cJ-o;.·( ..... ~· 

{).f"L, a.t~ ~a t.r t~ t..~~ .~ +~ 4~tJ (A, s J.~ W,fL~ \~ o~l~ 4-- d."",,,~. 
I .. h,..,. .l.l vt?el\ 

OJ'tl art.- CCA'r't. cu.J 1 J J-h'~ bw I\,t 0 • 0 H't aJ 1M" I ~u ,. j T'U... 

..aL <"I""' T'1l_ ... I ,.." 0 ~ .\ ...(.acAu. ~ 4i~ (,(~ h)-r!.o C?. no-, ~ t)r 'r'l &t t,JJ r-;, -,-~~ • .1- .... J ~ I r'\ ........ V t::J ~ oJ 

o.(!· .\--l '" "" 1 '" j i 1\" pn"'....Iv :s ( """ .. I S ....... S"- '''j Jh~ \hI ",.I a 10+ 
,..,\-.. Ii' I ... kl~ '"w"/ ~ Vee,.1\ lulU b~ tr.j br'MklfJ PUI~t bP 

thAlt-t"j 'h(... ·~~ltv G\ "ood ~Qr; loolc. \.~ r.\.~ wo~ +~t?,hr~~ ,:;-\-hJ 
Qui; G~~\cI'O. P\t4.s.v '\;tAr +<L"'·01., ....... 5 kl.ef' Olt.~ ve~·A. ~i '1:A.{ WA.yJ 

-roo \ .•• ,.rA- .1-- _ "'-"Ab.. ta-."' ........ ~,..~I"A c,/'J....",..,) .. ~ lAJorll..-- rr-J b~ {)~'.+o ~.-t-14.J l , 



Hawaii ~tate ieacher s Assoc No. 1002 P. j 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 

S.B. 2797 SD 1: RELATING TO VOL .' 
ASSOCIATION TRUSTS. UNTARY EMPLOYEES' BENEFICIARY 

Wednesday, February 24, 2010 

Name: --rDe\.J -r ~ '" I Vc 
School: \J~:~ \~\ e.\~~ 
Contact Phone: ~ - 041 a 



reD. Lj. LUlU ~:nrivi Hawaii ~tate Teacher's Assoc No. 1662 P. 4 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 

S.B. 2797 SO 1: RELATING TO VOLU . ASSOCIATION TRUSTS. NTARY EMPLOYEES' BENEFICIARY 

Wednesday. February 24, 2010 

Name: f)ann.e.ff~ Won 
School: Na..vt4i kapOYLO £'Ie.ha. ~oo/ 
Contact Phone: "3 -19q.3 (h) 

sst - SI.{73 (~) 

I c:u... A +~Lr .J AI~ ~/!hWJ ek-.. t;du,.l 'I. 

S+oj'o~ I !j S"ffl>ff ~ l6 '1..7 q 7. As a +-~. 1. Mile.. g j 1101 

t'AY +1 ... -e-t~!j·u..Ji1 if tf\.b('{.. fAp;.. hurls· ~ ~.~ 
hAIfl. 6M ~.f.+.xJ~/& ~ pld. ()tQI 'o1Gf,A • f.t6 ~ ~ 
oW' VEgA K4.1fe. s~ DW' e.We- r>t-D"'~ tu...R DIJJ' t\'I.e.-h~ tv'-OI'\~. "This. is (). t.Ji ... - "':"0\ 'S.;~ 0 .... · 'kJh~ 
tV't- ~ At risk. of lof,; YIj V Cg fl? 



reD.L). LUlU ':LjrlVI HawaII ~tate leacher s Assoc No. 1662 P. 5 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 

5,B,'2797 SD 1: RELATING TO VOLUNTARY EMPLOYEES' BENEFICIARY 
ASSOCIATION TRUSTS. 

Wednesday, February 24, 2010 

Name: ~Cje\t\.~ '\~!{ 
School: ~~l0 ~e~ 
Contact Phone: ~gGt - \3 YsO 

J., '\V\ a. -\ett~ev '\k- Y.t'llAe'o.\o[ I?\~l 
S~oo\ a~d. r sWdI\q\1 St{frov.\- S~ Z7CCl. As 
\~ \, ~ \/tow, -+~~ ~'M O\V{ c( \ v-.eqot-r \et l-l~ 0; 

o.lI\ eVil..t '" eevcellk ~ 0.'1 Cl-t t . ~ ClXIIve v\-\Vl4 

L\$. , ~ l:::L\ \\= t:X.AV \,V\~ l ~Lre~ l, ulA-1J, aCA..d 
,CO-~"1t l.tJ\\' \vtC.V.eCl~e d vd ~C(-kctt Hi- \.u \.~ ~ 

~ 'f00-f {)4.IIo\ 1A1.'i~elr M~cko.L cos\~, ~(}I{) 
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From: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 
Date: 

mailinglist©capitol.hawaii.qQv 

WAr-l Testimony 
languayl ©hawaii .rr .com 

Testimony for 5B2797 on 2/24/2010 10:00:00 AM 

Wednesday, February 24, 2010 12:45:25 PM 

Testimony for WAM 2/24/2010 10:00:00 AM SB2797 

Conference room: 211 
Testifier position: support 
Testifier will be present: No 
Submitted by: Laurie Anguay 
Organization: Individual 
Address: 
Phone: 
E-mail: languay1@hawaii.rr.com 
Submitted on: 2/24/2010 

Comments: 
I'd like to take the time to ask you to please support VEBA for the teachers. VEBA provides better 
coverage at a lower cost. There is no documented evidence that VEBA the EUTF, as some people 
claim. VEBA has returned more than $6.5 million to the state over the last three years. Therefore, 
VEBA saves the state money, which is important during this time of fiscal trouble. With the teachers 
furloughs, as a teacher, having to pay a higher price for EUTF would be a hardship. Please consider 
these points and support the continuation of VEBA. Thank you for your time and consideration. 



From: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 
Date: 

mailinglist(o)capitol,hawaii.gov 
WAM Testimony 
car.atianc(Qlhawaii.rr.com 
Testimony for SB2797 on 2/24/2010 10:00:00 AM 
Wednesday, February 24, 2010 12:45:38 PM 

Testimony for WAM 2/24/2010 10:00:00 AM SB2797 

Conference room: 211 
Testifier position: support 
Testifier will be present: No 
Submitted by: carrie Cacatian 
Organization: HSTA 
Address: 
Phone: 
E-mail: cacatianc@hawaii.rr.com 
Submitted on: 2/24/2010 

Comments: 
Tell legislators that VEBA provides better coverage at lower cost. There is no documented evidence 
VEBA hurts the EUTF, as some claim. Indeed, VEBA returned more than $6 and a half million to to the 
State over the past three years, so VEBA saves the State money, which important in a time of fiscal 
trouble. 

Thank you for your efforts to try to save the VEBA Trust program for teachers!! 

carrie 
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Testimony for SB2797 on 2/24/2010 10:00:00 AM 
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Testimony for WAM 2/24/2010 10:00:00 AM SB2797 

Conference room: 211 
Testifier position: support 
Testifier will be present: No 
Submitted by: K. Masatsugu 
Organization: Individual 
Address: 
Phone: 
E-mail: noahlovesme@hotmail.com 
Submitted on: 2/24/2010 

Comments: 
Through VEBA teachers will continue to have a health benefit program without disruption of services 
and coverage. VEBA will also save the Employer as well as its members money. It will also help to 
attract and retain public school teachers. 
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WAM Testimony 
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Testimony for 5B2797 on 2/24/2010 10:00:00 AM 

Wednesday, February 24, 2010 12:54:24 PM 

Testimony for WAM 2/24/2010 10:00:00 AM SB2797 

Conference room: 211 
Testifier position: support 
Testifier will be present: No 
Submitted by: S. Miyabuchi 
Organization: Individual 
Address: 
Phone: 
E-mail: tsklbuchi@hawaiLrr.com 
Submitted on: 2/24/2010 

Comments: 
VEBA provides better coverage at a lower cost and teachers will continue to have a health benefit 
program without disruption of services and coverage. 
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Testimony for WAM 2/24/2010 10:00:00 AM SB2797 

Conference room: 211 
Testifier position: support 
Testifier will be present: No 
Submitted by: Lili Fujino 
Organization: HSTA 
Address: 
Phone: 
E-mail: lilifujino@yahoo.com 
Submitted on: 2/24/2010 

Comments: 
VEBA is wonderful!!! It provides me with a strong health benefit program at great rates! It will not 
effect EUTF as some reports have stated. My husband and I are both teachers so we need a health 
care plan that saves us money. We have dedicated our lives to Educating Hawaii. Please dedicate your 
efforts to support this bill. Thank you! 
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Testimony for WAM 2/24/2010 10:00:00 AM SB2797 

Conference room: 211 
Testifier position: support 
Testifier will be present: No 
Submitted by: Lili Fujino 
Organization: HSTA 
Address: 
Phone: 
E-mail: Iilifujino@yahoo.com 
Submitted on: 2/24/2010 

Comments: 
VEBA is wonderful!!! It provides me with a strong health benefit program at great rates! It will not 
effect EUTF as some reports have stated. My husband and I are both teachers so we need a health 
care plan that saves us money. We have dedicated our lives to Educating Hawaii. Please dedicate your 
efforts to support this bill. Thank you! 
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Testimony for WAM 2/24/2010 10:00:00 AM SB2797 

Conference room: 211 
Testifier position: support 
Testifier will be present: No 
Submitted by: Phyllis Chee 
Organization: Individual 
Address: 
Phone: 
E-mail: kpcheefamily@yahoo.com 
Submitted on: 2/24/2010 

Comments: 
As a 30 year teacher at Iliahi Elementary School, I humbly ask your support of SB2797 regarding VEBA. 
Furlough Fridays have already taken a large chunk of my paycheck. Being part of the EUTF coverage 
will take even more. VEBA premiums are provided at a lower cost to teachers, most of whom are rarely 
sick, because of their dedication to providing continuity to their students VEBA has and will continue to 
save money for the employer and members. Having a strong health benefit package will help to attract 
and retain public school teachers. 
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Testimony for WAM 2/24/2010 10:00:00 AM SB2797 

Conference room: 211 
Testifier position: support 
Testifier will be present: No 
Submitted by: carrie Cacatian 
Organization: HSTA 
Address: 
Phone: 
E-mail: cacatianc@hawaii.rr.com 
Submitted on: 2/24/2010 

Comments: 
Tell legislators that VEBA provides better coverage at lower cost. There is no documented evidence 
VEBA hurts the EUTF, as some claim. Indeed, VEBA returned more than $6 and a half million to to the 
State over the past three years, so VEBA saves the State money, which important in a time of fiscal 
trouble. 

Thank you for your efforts to try to save the VEBA Trust program for teachers!! 

carrie 



FEBRUARY 23,2010 

TESTIMONY OF: Zanette Johnson 

REGARDING THE FOLLOWING MEASURE: SB2591 

BEFORE THE: COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 

DATE: WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 24,2010 

LOCATION: Conference Room 211 
State Capitol 
415 South Beretania Street 

Testimony 

TIME: 10:00AM 

Aloha Chair Mercado Kim, Vice Chair Tsutsui, and members of the Ways and Means / 
Committee. My name is Zanette Johnson and I am testifying on behalf of the Ha lau 
Wa nana Indigenous Center for Higher Learning, a state-approved teacher education 
program that is sponsored by the Kanu 0 ka' Aina Learning' Ohana. 

I would like to express my strong support for the passage ofS.B. 2591 which would 
establish clear mechanisms for increased accountability and effectiveness of the Hawai' 
Teacher Standards Board. 

As a state-approved teacher education program, we are directly affected by the creation 
of new Board initiatives, and our graduates apply to the HTSB for initial licensure as 
well as licensure renewal. The modifications to the licensure and renewal processes, the 
delegation of Board responsibilities to the executive director, and the increased fiscal 
accountability are all steps that we believe would assist in making the Hawai' i Teacher 
Standards Board the best it can be. 

Thank you for considering my views on this issue. I respectfully request that you 
support S.B. 2591. 

Mahalo nui, 

Zanette Johnson 

Teacher Education Program Director 
Ha lau Wa nana Indigenous Center for Higher Learning, 
A program ofKanu 0 ka' Aina Learning' Ohana 
P.O. Box 6511, Kamuela, HI 96743 
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Testimony for WAM 2/24/2010 10:00:00 AM SB2797 

Conference room: 211 
Testifier position: support 
Testifier will be present: No 
Submitted by: Tammi Umeno 
Organ ization: 
Address: 
Phone: 
E-mail: tammi_umeno@yahoo.com 
Submitted on: 2/24/2010 

Comments: 
VEBA provides better coverage at a lower cost. VEBA does not hurt EUTF. Veba returned more than 
$6,500,000 to the State over the past three years, so VEBA saves the State money, which is important 
in a time of fiscal trouble. 


