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Department's Position: The Department of Health strongly supports this administration bill. 

2 Fiscal Implications: None. No state funds are required to implement this proposal. The Hawai'i 

3 Immunization Registry (HIR) is supported via a federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

4 Immunizations and Vaccines for Children grant as well as a grant from the Hawaii Medical Services 

5 Association Foundation. 

6 Purpose and Justification: The intent of this proposal is to officially establish HIR in the Hawaii 

7 Revised Statutes and grant the Department and other health care providers the authority to include patient 

8 demographic and immunization information in HIR via implied patient or parent/guardian consent. 

9 HIR is a secure, confidential, computerized system that has the capability to store immunization 

10 information for individuals of all ages in the State ofHawai'i. As individuals and families move or 

11 change health care providers, HIR will consolidate their immunization records, making them easily 

12 accessible to new immunization providers and ensuring that patients receive the immunizations that they 

13 need while preventing the receipt of unnecessary doses of vaccines. In the event of an influenza 

14 pandemic or other public health emergency, HIR will provide the Department with the ability to record, 

15 track, and monitor the administration of vaccinations as well as the distribution of antiviral and other 

16 medications. This information is essential for the Department to rapidly assess who has been vaccinated 
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and identify under-immunized populations at risk for disease. This information is especially critical in 

2 public health emergency situations to effectively direct scarce or otherwise limited Departmental 

3 resources to the populations or areas most in need. 

4 Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this important measure. 



February 5,2010 

The Honorable David Ige, Chair 
The Honorable Josh Green M.D., Vice Chair 
Senate Committee on Health 

Re: SB 2729 - Relating to Immunization 

Dear Chair Ige, Vice Chair Green and Members of the Committee: 

My name is Howard Lee and I am President of the Hawaii Association of Health Plans ("HAHP"). HAHP is a 
non-profit organization consisting of seven (7) member organizations: 

AlohaCare 
Hawaii Medical Assurance Association 
HMSA 
Hawaii -Western Management Group, . Inc. 

MDXHawai'i 
University Health Alliance 
UnitedHealthcare 

Our mission is to promote initiatives aimed at improving the overall health of Hawaii. We are also active 
participants in the legislative process. Before providing any testimony at a Legislative hearing, all HAHP 
member organizations must be in unanimous agreement ofthe statement or position. 

HAHP appreciates the opportunity to testify in support ofSB 2729 which would establish and maintain a 
repository of immunization records to assist in the control and prevention of vaccine-preventable diseases. 

Many other states have implemented the use of an immunization registry as a means to track and monitor the 
administration and distribution of vaccinations and other antiviral medications. Information ofthis type is used 
during public health emergencies to ensure that scarce resources are directed to those most in need. The registry 
will also be used by the Department of Health to report to the Centers of Disease Control and Protection. 

We believe that this is an extremely important initiative especially when considering new and emerging 
diseases such as the HINI flu. An immunization registry will assist in the protection of Hawaii's residents in 
the case ofa public health emergency. As such, we urge the Committee to pass SB 2729. 

Thank you for the opportunity to offer comments today. 

Sincerely, 

Howard Lee 
President 

• AlohaCare • HMAA • HMSA • HWMG • MDX Hawaii. UHA • Unitedflealthcare • 
HAI-IP c/o Howard Lee, UHA, 700 Bishop Street, Suite 300 Honolulu 96813 

www.hahp.org 
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Re: SB 2729 Relating to Immunization 

Government Relations 

Chair Ige and committee members thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony on 
this bill relating to immunization. 

Kaiser Permanente supports this bilI. 

Kaiser Permanente appreciates that the Hawaii Immunization Registry ("Registry") will help 
ensure that Hawaii's population is protected from vaccine-preventable diseases. Kaiser 
Permanente recognizes that nationwide, immunization registries like the Hawaii Immunization 
Registry have proven to be valuable tools for the management and reporting of immunization 
information for parents/guardians, public and private health care providers, and public health 
professionals. 

Kaiser Permanente agrees that patient immunization information should be available in the 
Registry without requiring prior patient authorizations for inclusion to facilitate the transferring 
ofthe most accurate and complete information to authorized immunization providers. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

711 Kapiolani Boulevard 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 
Office: (808) 432-5224 
Cell: (808) 282-6642 
Facsimile: (808) 432-5906 
Email: john.m.kirimitsu@kp.org 



February 5, 2010 

The Honorable David Ige, Chair 
The Honorable Josh Green M.D., Vice Chair 

Senate Committee on Health 

Re: SB 2729 - Relating to Immunization 

Dear Chair Ige, Vice Chair Green and Members of the Committee: 

The Hawaii Medical Service Association (HMSA) appreciates the opportunity to testify in support of SB 2729 
which would authorize the Department of Health to establish and maintain an immunization registry. 

HMSA is involved with many public health initiatives throughout the community and the DOH's work towards 
creating a "Hawaii Immunization Registry" (HIR) is one such project. The HMSA Foundation provided a three 
year grant for close to $600,000 to assist DOH in the planning and implementation ofthe HIR. 

The HIR will be a useful tool to store and track immunization information for individuals of all ages in Hawaii. 
This information will be kept in a secure, computerized system and used to assist the state in instances of public 
health emergencies. The HIR will also be able to provide statewide data for the management and reporting of 
immunization information to many different stakeholders. 

HMSA supports this legislation to officially establish the HIR in the Hawaii Revised Statutes, and we 
respectfully request the Committee to pass SB 2729. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify today. 

Jennifer Diesman 
Vice President 
Government Relations 

Hawaii Medical Service Association 8i8 KeeSlimoku St.· P.O. Box 860 
Honolulu, HI 96808-0860 

(800) 948-5i 10 Brsnch offices located on 
Hawaii, Kauai and MaLii 

Internet address 
www,HMSAcom 
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February 3, 2010 

Senate Committee on Health 
Senator David Ige, Chair 
Senator Josh Green, Vice Chair 

Dennis Arakaki, Executive Director 

HAWAII CATHOLIC CONFERENCE 
6301 Pali Highway 
Kaneohe, HI 96744-5224 

Email to: HTHTestimony@Capitol.hawaiLgov 
Hearing on: February 5,2010 @ 2:55 p.m. 

Conference Room 016 

SUPPORT FOR SB2729, Relating to Immunization 

Honorable Chair Senator Ige and members of the Senate Committee on Health, I am Dennis 
Arakaki, representing both the Hawaii Family Forum and the Roman Catholic Church in the 
State of Hawaii. 

Hawaii Family Forum is a non-profit, pro-family education organization committed to preserving 
and strengthening families in Hawaii, representing a network of over 250 Christian churches. The 
Hawaii Catholic Conference is the public policy voice for the Roman Catholic Church in Hawaii, 
which under the leadership of Bishop Larry Silva, represents over 220,000 Catholics in Hawaii. I 
also speak today in behalf our community partner, the Catholic Schools of Hawaii. 

We are in strong support this bill that authorizes the department of Health to establish and 
maintain a single repository of immunization records to be designated as the Hawaii 
Immunization Registry. 

Health care for children and youth has long been a priority of the House and you, chair Yamane, 
know as well as I do, that prevention and early intervention not only saves money but saves 
lengthy and expensive treatment costs when children develop chronic illnesses It is far better to 
prevent the illness rather than providing the treatment and cure. This registry, along with other 
registries that track immunizations, treatment and prevalence related to childhood diseases, will 
provide valuable information and data regarding effective prevention, intervention and 
treatment strategies, especially when dealing with pandemic diseases. I urge you to pass this 
measure and allow the department of health to establish this registry. 

Thank you for allowing me to testify and share my mana'o regarding this very critical measure. 

6301 Pali Highway. Kaneohe, HI 96744-5224 • Ph: 808-203-6704 • Fax: 808-261-7022 
E-mail: dennis@hawaiifamilyforum.org I !nfo@hawaiifamilyforum.org I hcc@rcchawail.org 

www.hawaiifamilyforum.or I www.catholichawaii.org 



February 3, 2010 

To: Committee on Health - Senator David Ige, Chair and Senator Josh Green, M.D., Vice Chair 

RE: Testimony in SUPPORT of SB 2729: Relating to Immunization 

Aloha, 

Been waiting for this a long time. Started practicing Pediatrics at Kalihi-Palama Health Center over 
twenty years ago. For the underserved children who needed medical care, holding onto that "yellow 
card" never was a priority amongst all the other issues that had to be dealt with. Calling other 
doctors for shot records, waiting for the faxes and checking with the hospitals didn't seem 
particularly efficient or effective. 

The concept of "implied consent" is critical to the Hawaii Immunization Registry. Without the 
ready transfer of vaccination information between providers, the system is basically crippled from 
the start. The two areas most harmed include the functionality of the registry and the trust from the 
very providers that should benefit the most. Ifparents or guardians must "Opt-In" the information 
becomes piecemeal where the system can no longer "Connect the Dots". 

SB2729 is a move towards a better way to access immunization information in Hawaii. 

Mahalo, 

Ricardo C. Custodio, M. D., M.P.H. 
Pediatrician 
Medical Director - Waianae Coast Comprehensive Health Center 
Associate Professor - Waianae Hub, A. T. Stills University Program 



Friday, February 5, 2010 
2:55p.m. 

Conference Room 016 

TESTIMONY TO 
THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH 

RE: SB 2729 - Relating to Immunization 

Dear Chair Ige, Vice Chair Green, and Members of the Committee: 

My name is Robert Witt and I am executive director of the Hawaii Association of 
Independent Schools (HAIS), which represents 99 private and independent schools in 
Hawaii and educates over 33,000 students statewide. 

The Association is in support of Senate Bill 2729 - Relating to Immunization which 
authorizes the Department of Health to establish and maintain a single repository of 
immunization records to be designated as the "Hawaii Immunization Registry" in order 
to aid, coordinate, and help promote efficient and cost-effective screening, prevention, 
and control of vaccine preventable diseases, including pandemic influenza. 

The Hawaii Immunization Registry (HIR) will help to ensure that all of Hawaii's people 
are protected from vaccine-preventable diseases. HIR has the capability to store and 
track immunization information, consolidate immunizations given by multiple providers 
into one record and make them available to authorized immunization providers. 

The Registry will not require any additional reporting by schools; it will reduce school 
personnel workloads by allowing authorized school personnel access to student 
immunization information to quickly and easily determine a student's compliance with 
Hawaii's mandatory student immunization requirements. 

HAIS believes that establishment of the Hawaii Immunization Registry will protect the 
health and safety of the public as well as an individual's right to privacy and the 
protection of confidential information. 

Thank you for this opportunity to testify in support of this measure. 
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Vince K. Yamashiroya [yamashirv002@hawaiiantel.net] 
Monday, February 01,20105:13 PM 
HTHTestimony 
'Winfield-Smith, Heather M. E.' 
Hawaii Immunization Registry Proposal S82729 

I would like to show support for immunization registry proposal, S82729. I am a practicing pediatrician in Honolulu and I 
find that the sharing of health care information, notably immunizations, among schools, emergency rooms, and health 
care providers are very important to minimize mistakes in giving unnecessary doses of vaccines or to ensure that a child 
is fully protected and immunized against potentially deadly infections. 

Given the grim economic climate this year, I believe that a statewide Internet based immunization registry will help to save 
the government money by avoiding extra, unnecessary doses of expensive vaccines. 

I do hope that you will pass S82729. Thank you. 

Vince Yamashiroya, M.D., FAAP 
General Pediatrics in Private Practice and Clinical Associate Professor of Pediatrics at the University of Hawaii 

Medical Arts 
1010 South King Street Suite 105 
Honolulu, Hawaii 90814 

Tel: (808) 5962030; Fax (808) 5962034 
yamashirv002@hawaiiantel.net; www.vinceyamashiroya.yourmd.com 
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