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J-{S~ Hawaii Society for Respiratory Care 

Testimony in Support of SB 2600 

To: CPC and Health Committees, Senator Baker, Chair CPC and Senator Ige, Chair 
Health 
From: Ed Borza, RRT-NPS, CPFT, President HSRC 

Committee Chairs, Vice Chairs and members of the committees, 

I am testifying in support of SB 2600 to license and regulate respiratory therapists 
(RTs) in Hawaii. RTs are involved in the care of the most critical patients in 
Hawaii's health care system and also are critical in the continuum of care as 
homecare providers, patient educators and advocates for lung health. It is critical 
that the consumers and patients in Hawaii have the same protections afforded to 
consumers of 48 other states, the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico. Because we 
are among the last states (with Alaska) to recognize and regulate the profession, 
there is a possibility of unethical or incompetent RT's coming from other states and 
harming our patients. There is also the risk that an unscrupulous therapist could 
move from hospital to hospital within our state. 

RTs are involved with the most critically ill patients in Emergency departments and 
Intensive care units, including pediatric and newborn intensive care. They are 
primarily responsible for operating life-support equipment and assisting with, and 
performing, invasive procedures such as arterial punctures and artificial airway 
placement. RT's also administer medications and medical gasses that have the 
potential to harm a patient if not correctly or safely administered. 

It has sometimes been suggested that hospitals police the profession sufficiently by 
requiring national credentials and doing "background" checks, but there is evidence 
that this system is not always able to screen adequately. In Hawaii, employers are 
not given access to licensing board decisions in many mainland jurisdictions 
because we don't have a state licensing authority. The lack of a license in Hawaii 
also means that Hawaii based RTs would not be eligible to apply for Federal disaster 
relief teams and may be restricted from providing certain Medicare services if 
regulations mandate services be provided by licensed professionals. 

This bill is not meant to restrict the practices of other healthcare professionals 
whose duties and scopes overlap with the RTs. Nurses will often administer oxygen, 
for instance, and no patient should have to wait for rescue because of concerns 
about licenses or scopes of practice. The HSRC would like to recommend a few 



minor amendments to the Bill to address clarification and add some needed 
exemptions. 

1. Definition item 1: Clarify and standardize to read "licensed respiratory 
therapist" (strike "care"). 

2. Exemption clauses: 
a. Durable Medical Equipment providers- "The delivery, assembly, 

setup, testing, and demonstration of oxygen and aerosol equipment 
upon the order of a physician. Provided however that no person 
providing such services shall be authorized to assess such 
patients, develop care plans, instruct patients in talking treatment, 
or discuss the hazards, administration or side effects of medication 
with patients." 

b. Overlapping duties with other healthcare professionals(nurses, 
physical therapists, polysomnographers, etc.)- "This bill is not 
intended to restrict the practice of other licensed or credentialed 
healthcare practitioners practicing within their own recognized 
scope(s) of practice." 

3. Continuing Education: while the National Board for Respiratory Care (NBRC) 
requires continuing education for RTs credentialed after 2002, the state 
should mandate continuing education for all licensed RTs. The HSRC 
recommends a minimum of 6 hours per year. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 

Aloha, Ed Borza, RRT-NPS, CPFT 
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To: Senate Committee on Health & Commerce & Consumer Protection 

Committee on Health 
Senator David Y. Ige, Chair 
Senator Josh Green, MD Vice Chair 

Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection 
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Ch~ir 
Senator David Y. Ige, Vice Chair 

Hearing~ Tuesday, February 9, 2009 @ 9:00 a.m" RM 229 

Re: S8 2600 Relating to Healthcare 

I strongly support the intent of 882600 to regulate the practice of 
respiratory care in Hawaii. 

• As Physician's patient-loads are increasing, especially on the neighbor 
islands, they are' relying on Respiratory Care Practitioners more than ever, to 
manage their most challenging patients, those with pul,monary diseases, 
including Asthma, COPD and respiratory pandemics such as SARS and H1 N1. 

• Federal Medicare laws for reimbursement are currently undergoing a 
significant change that affects reimbursement to all Medical Centers. Medicare 
soon will not reimburse for patient care given by an unlicensed healthcare 
provider. This would reduce the Federal dollars to our state as Medicare is 
reformed on this important point. 

Thank y u ~ your consideration on this important issue, 

Scott cher MD, Medical Director 
Medicallntensivist Medical Intensive Care Unit 
Medical Director Medical Intensive Care Unit 
Assistant Professor of Medicine John A. Burns School of Medicine 
University of Hawaii 

Founcled in 1 A59 by Queen Emma and t(ing Kamehameha IV 
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To: Senate Committee on Health & Commerce & Consumer Protection 

Committee on Health 
Senator David Y. Ige! Chair 
Senator Josh Green, MO Vice Chair 

Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection 
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair 
Senator David Y. Ige, Vice Chair 

Hearing: Tuesday, February 9, 2009 @ 9:00 a.m. RM 229 

Re: SB 2600 Relating to Healthcare 

I strongly support the intent of 8B26'00 to regulate the practice of 
respiratory care in Hawaii. 

• Federal Medicare laws for reimbursement are currently undergoing a 
significant change that affects reimbursement to all Medical Centers. Medicare 
soon will not reimburse for patient care given by an unlicensed healthcare 
provider. This would reduce the Federal dollars to our state as Medicare is 
reformed on this important point. 

• As Physician's patient~loads are increasing, especially on the neighbor 
islands, they are relying on Respiratory Care Practitioners more than ever, to 
manage their most challenging patients, those with pulmonary diseases, 
including Asthma, COPO and respiratory pandemic such as SARS and H1 N1. 

Thank ~~;tV this important issue, 

Christopher A. Fiack, MD, M.P.H., T.M. 
Medical I nte nsivist Medical Intensive Care Unit 
Assistant Professor of Medicine John A. Burns School of Medicine 
University of Hawaii 

Founded in 1 859 by Queen Emma and King l<amehameha IV 
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THE QUEEN~S MEDICAL CENTER 
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To: Senate Committee on Health & Commerce & Consumer Protection 

Committee on Health 
Senator David Y. Ige, Chair 
Senator Josh Green, MD Vice Chair 

Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection 
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair 
Senator David Y. Ige, Vice Chair 

Hearing: Tuesday, February 9, 2009 @ 9:00 a.m. RM 229 

Re: S·B 2600 Relating to Healthcare 

I strongly support the intent of S82600 to regulate the practice of 
respiratory care in Hawaii. 

• Federal Medicare laws for reimbursement are currently undergoing a 
significant change that affects reimbursement to all Medical Centers. Medicare 
soon will not reimburse for patient care given by an unlicensed healthcare 
provider, This would reduce the Federal dollars to our state as Medicare is 
reformed on this important point. 

• As Physician's patient-loads are increasing. especially on the neighbor 
islands, they are relying on Respiratory Care Practitioners more than ever, to 
manage their most challenging patients, those with pulmonary diseases, 
including Asthma, COPD and respiratory pandemic such as SARS and H1 N1. 

Thank YO~Uo your consideration on this important issue, 

~ 
Gary Kun yo hi, MD 
Medicallntensivist Medical Intensive Care Unit 
Assistant Professor of Medicine John A. Burns School of Medicine 
University of Hawaii 

Founded in 1859 by Queen Emma and King l<amel1ameha IV 
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THE QUEEN'S MEDICAL CENTER 
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To; Senate Committee on Health & Commerce & Consumer Protection 

Committee on Health 
Senator David Y. (ge, Chair 
Senator Josh Green, MD Vice Chair 

Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection 
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair 
Senator Davjd Y. Ige, Vice Chair 

Hearing: Tuesday, February 9,2009 @ 9:00 a.m. RM 229 

Re: SB 2600 Relating to Healthcare 

I strongly support the intent of S82600 to regulate the practice of 
respiratory care in Hawaii. . 

• As Physician's patientNloads are increasing, especially on the neighbor 
islands, they are relying on Respiratory Care Practitioners more than ever, to 
manage their most challenging patients, those with pulmonary diseases, 
including Asthma, COPD and respiratory pandemics such as SARS and H1 N1. 

• Federal Medicare laws for reimbursement are currently undergoing a 
significant change that affects reimbursement to all Medical Centers. Medicare 
soon will not reimburse for patient care given by an unlicensed healthcare . 
provider. This would reduce the Federal dollars to our state as Medicare is 
reformed on this important point. 

Thank you for your 'consideration on this important issue. 

JII.~. 

Maleol 
Cardi Intensivist, Cardiac leu 
Queen's Medical Center 

Founded in 1859 by Queen Emma and l<ing Kamehameha IV 

.I 
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THE QUEEN'S MEDICAL CENTER 
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To: Se·nate Committee on Health & Commerce & Consumer Protection 

Committee on Health 
Senator David Y. 1ge, Chair 
Senator Josh Green, MD Vice Chair 

Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection 
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair 
Senator David Y. Ige, Vice Chair 

H:ea.ri·ng·: Tuesday, February 9, 2009 @ 9:00 a.m. RM' 229 

Re: SB' 2600' Rel·ating to Healthcare 

I strongly support the intent of 58260'0· to reg.ulate the practice of 
respiratory care i.n Hawaii. 

• As Physician's patient-loads are increasing, especially on the nerghbor 
islands. they are relying on Respiratory Care' Practitioners more than ever, to 
manage' their most challenging patients, those with pulmonary qiseases, 
including Asthma, COPD and respiratory pandemi'cs such as SARS and H1'N1. 

• Federal Medicare laws for reimbursement are currently undergoing a 
significant change that affects reimbursement to atl Medical Centers. Medicare 
soon will not reimburse for patient care given by an unlicensed healthcare 
provider. This would reduce the Federal dol·Jars to our state as Medicare is 
reformed on this important point. 

Thank you for your conside~· on this important issue. 

Signat ---______ ~~~~~~ __ ~t~~~A~ ______ _ 
Print Name 

Founded In 1859 by Queen Emma and King I<amehameha IV 
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From: HTHTestimony 
Sent: 
To: 

Monday, February 08, 2010 12:18 PM 
CPN Testimony 

Subject: 
Attachments: 

FW: Testimony for 882600 on 2/9/2010 9:00:00 AM 
H8RCLICTemplate2010#.doc 

testimony 

-----Original Message-----
From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov [mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov] 
Sent: Monday, February 08, 2010 12:17 PM 
To: HTHTestimony 
Cc: msappington@hawaiimedcen.com 
Subject: Testimony for SB2600 on 2/9/2010 9:00:00 AM 

Testimony for HTH/CPN 2/9/2010 9:00:00 AM SB2600 

Conference room: 229 
Testifier position: support 
Testifier will be present: Yes 
Submitted by: Mark Sappington 
Organization: Individual 
Address: 92-710 Paakai Street Kapolei, HI 
Phone: 808-255-5489 
E-mail: msappington@hawaiimedcen.com 
Submitted on: 2/8/2010 

Comments: 

1 
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Oate 02/0812010 

Testimony tl): Senate Committee on Health 
Sc!natol' David Y. Jp,c. Chair 
Sel1ator Josh Greell MIl Vice Chair 

To: +8085866659 

Senate Committee on COlllmerce & Consumer Prot('ctlon 
Semlto!" Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair 
Senator Dnvid Y. 1ge, Vice Chair 

By: Mark. Sappinglon RRT 
M(;magt~r of Cardiopulmoni;\l'Y Clinic~'ll St:rvic~s 
HMC E~l and Wesl Hospital Campus 
llSRC Co-Chair Legislative Committee 

Re: sn 2(iOO RPT.ATTNG TO TTnAf.TnCARl"\ 

Chairs and COl11mittee Members: 

I !;;uppor\ SB 2600, which woukl pruvic.le licensing ufRcspiratory Care Practilinnel's. 

Hawaii is only onc of two Statcs that docs not have legislative uvcrsighluvcr Lht" 
pruiCssioll of Rl.:spiratory Care. Th~ regulalion or Respiratory Practitiuners has hecmne 
necessary nation widc dtlC to the highly tedmical amI cumplex l,:ISks i:lsso~iatcd wi LIl LIl~ 
cvul uliull of till: pruli.:~sion. 
In Ilawaii: 
• We are in a situntion that practitioners who have had their liccnsc to praclicl.: 

I{espimtnry Carc re\.lok(~d in other stfl1cs can I..~om(' to Hawaii anti practice h~n:. 
• ."'icCt~.~,~ t.o medical care by Respirntol'Y Cafe Pl'tlctitiollers lIlltk~r h~allh can: rdorrn 

mayhe hindcl'eo iffedel~al1egishniol'l provide only for "licensed" I{T providers. This 
is very important/or our rllrall,opulatiofl. 

• Persons may provide care in Hawaii a." an RT without ohta1l'\h\g a national cn:tknlinl 
in Respiratory Care 

• No CME requin:menl exists to provide tor ongoing COlllpetellcy to lllnrge portinn of 
practicing Respiratory Therapists. 

We realize that the last Auditors Report was oppusctllic(;llsing with a m::~l())' parlor lhe 
opposillOn b~lSc:d on cost. B~cause of lItis. we suggesl thallicensing be done with a 
vuluntl.:er a board, and ltc·cept uur Naliunal Crcc.lcntial as a cnmpeLt:ncy. This would help 
in ket:ping this l~.gislatioll c.oslneutral. 

What licensine will do i~ to a~s\ll'e that all respiratory care therapy is done b>,' 

Pri:lcllliunl:.~rs lh(;ll arc· (.ILla1ilkd with minimum qualilkalions, which do nol now exist. 
sine!: il is enLirely len up to thusl:: that purchase Lht:! services. 

,-
Th'ink yo~.:~~ 

,," 
-------------~ 

-........... 



To: Senate Committees on Health & Commerce & Consumer Protection 
Committee on Health 
Senator David Y. Iget Chair 
Senator Josh Green, MD, Vice Chair 
Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection 
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair 
Senator David Y.lge, Vice Chair 

RE: Senate Bill 2600 relating to Healthcare 

Chairs and Committee Members: 

I support the intent of bill Senate Bill 2600 relating to the regulation of 
Respiratory Care. 

There is little question whether the need of oversight is necessary for the 
profession of Respiratory Care Practitioners, as evidenced by the fact 
that farly-eight of our fifty states have oversight protection. 

From a safety standpoint, if a barber or beautician is required to be 
licensed, the practice of respiratorY care is far more invasive and an 
error can be far more damaging to a patient. 

The bottom line is the sooner this issue is resolved, the sooner a firewall 
is installed against Respiratory Practitioners that have lost their 
privileges in other states from applying for a position in Hawaii. 
Thank you for your kind attention. 

Sincerely yours, 

~.th-c 
Joal{oke RRT 



..... ;: 

To: Senate Committee on Health & Commerce & Consumer Protection 
Committee on Health: 
Senator David Y. !ge, Chair 
Senator Josh Green, MD. Vice Chair 
Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protoection: 
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair 
Senator David Y .lge, Vice Chair 

Re: Senate Bill 2600 relating to Healthcare 

Chairs and Committee Members: 

I have been a Respiratory Therapist in the State of Hawaii for 25 years. I'm currently 
the Cardiopulmonary Manager at Kuakini Medical Center, and also a member of the 
Hawaii Society for Respiratory Care. My strongest professional desire is for our 
community to have the very best Respiratory care, especially as our population ages, and 
the challenges to our respiratory health continue to grow. It will not be very long before 
those of us providing the respiratory care now wil1 be the recipients of it, and not long 
after that - our children and their children will need the same care also. 

Therefore, I strongly support the intent of Senate bill 2600, relating to the regulation 
of Respiratory Care. As one of the last two states in our Nation not regulating 
Respiratory Care, Hawaii is behind in providing oversight protection to ensure the safest, 
and best quality care for our residents with respiratory problems. 

I do recommend the content of the bill be revised to broaden the exemptions related to 
other health care workers currently pro\liding respiratory care~ and also promote the 
adoption of continuing education requirements. I appreciate your attention to this very 
important matter, and encourage you to pursue this very important bill. Thank you! 

Lisa Vidinha, RRT 

" 



I support SB 2600. My name is Steve Camara and I have been a 
Respiratory Care Practitioner for over a decade at many hospitals 
in Honolulu. I know first hand the need for action on this Bill. I 
befriended a Respiratory Practioner from the Mainland that shared 
with me some disturbing news. He told me that his California 
license was pulled after a Domestic Violence Complaint had been 
lodged against him by his live in girlfriend. He told me that he 
had two options for work; Alaska and Hawaii, the only two states 
that do not have Licensure. He said the choice to freeze or work 
in Paradise was a no brainer. A few months later, his temper 
issues flared in the workplace at co-workers. Maybe he is working 
in Alaska now. I can't help but wonder how scary it was that this 
guy was running life support equipment. In Hawaii, you need a 
license to cut hair, but not run life support. Please give us the 
tools to protect our Aina from bottom tier Respiratory Practioners 
running from their past mistakes in the Mainland; as equitable 
protection processes screen other important bedside healthcare 
professions currently. Thank you for listening. 
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To: Senate Committees on Health & Commerce & COMsumer Protection 
Committee on Health . 
Senator David Y. Ige, Chair 
Senator Josh Green, MD, Vice Chair 
Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection 
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair 
Senator David Y. Ige, Vice Chair 

Hearing: Tuesday, February 9th, 2010 @ 9:00 am 

RE: Senate Bill 2600 relating to Healthcare 

Chairs and Committee Members.: 

I support the intent of bill Senate Bill 2600 relating to the regulation of 
Respiratory Care. 

There ;s little question whether the need of oversight is necessary for the 
profession of Respiratory Care Practitioners, as evidenced by the fact 
that forty"'eight of our fifty states have oversight protection. 

From a safety stanqpoint, if a barber or beautician is required to be 
licensed, the practice of respiratory care is far more invasive and an 
error can be far more damaging to a patient. 

The bottom line is the sooner this issue is resolved, the sooner a firewall 
is installed against Respiratory Practitioners that have lost their 
privileges in other states from applying for a position in Hawaii. 

Thank you for your kind attention. 
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To: Senate Committees on Health & Commerce & Consumer Protection 
Committee on Health . 
Senator David Y. Ige, Chair 
Senator Josh Green, MD, Vice Chair 
Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection 
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair 
Senator David Y. Ige, Vice Chair 

Hearing: Tuesday, February 9 th, 2010 @ 9:00 am 

RE: Senate Bill 2600 relating to Healthcare 

Chairs and Committee Members·: 

I support the intent of bill Senate Bill 2600 relating to the regulation of 
Respiratory Care. 

There is little question whether the need of oversight is necessary for the 
profession of Respiratory Care Practitioners, as evidenced by the fact . 
that forty-eight of our fifty states have oversight protection. 

From a safety stanqpoint, if a barber or beautician is required to be 
fj'censed, the practice. of respiratory care is far more invasive and an 
error can be far more damaging to a patient. 

The bottom line is the sooner this issue is resolved, the sooner a firewall 
is installed against Respiratory Practitioners that have lost their 
privifeges in other states from applying for a position in Hawaii. 

Thank you for your kind attention. 
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To: Senate Committees on Health & Commerce & Consumer Protection 
Committee on Health 
Senator David V. Ige, Chair 
Senator Josh Green, MD, Vice Chair 
Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection 
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair 
Senator David Y. Ige, Vice Chair 

Hearing: Tuesday, February 9th
, 2010 @ 9:00 am 

RE: Senate Bill 2600 relating to Healthcare 

Chairs and Committee Members·: 

I support the intent of bill Senate Bill 2600 relating to the regulation of 
Respiratory Care. 

There is little question whether the need of oversight is necessary for the 
profession of Respiratory Care Practitioners, as evidenced by the fact 
that forty-eight of our fifty states have oversight protection. 

From a safety standpoint, if a barber or beautician is required to be 
licensed, the practice of respiratory care is far more invasive and an 
error can be far more damaging to a patient. 

The bottom line is the sooner this issue is resolved, the sooner a firewall 
is instaJled against Respiratory Practitioners that have lost their 
privileges in other states from applying for a position in Hawaii. 

Thank you for your kind attention. 

I 
I 
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To: Senate Committees on Health & Commerce & Consumer Protection 
Committee on Health 
Senator David Y. Ige, Chair 
Senator Josh Green, MD, Vice Chair 
Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection 
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair 
Senator David Y. Ige, Vice Chair 

Hearing: Tuesday, February gth, 2010 @ 9:00 am 

RE: Senate Bill 2600 relating to Healthcare 

Chairs and Committee Members·: 

I support the intent of bill Senate Bill 2600 relating to the regulation of 
Respiratory Care. 

There is little question whether the need of oversight is necessary for the 
profession of Respiratory Care Practitioners, as evidenced by the fact 
that forty-eight of our fifty states have oversight protection. 

From a safety standpoint, if a barber or beautician is required to be 
licensed, the practice of respiratory care is far more invasive and an 
error can be far more damaging to a patient. 

The bottom line is the sooner this issue is resolved, the sooner a firewall 
is installed against Respiratory Practitioners that have lost their 
privileges in other states from applying for a position in Hawaii .. 

Thank you for your kind attention. 
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To: Senate Committees on Health & Commerce & Consumer Protection 
Committee on Health . 
Senator David Y. Ige, Chair 
Senator Josh Green, MO, Vice Chair 
Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection 
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair 
Senator David Y. Ige, Vice Chair 

Hearing: Tuesday, February 9th, 2010 @ 9:00 am 

RE: Senate Bill 2600 relating to Healthcare 

Chairs and Committee Members·: 

I support the intent of bill Senate Bill 2600 relating to the regulation of 
Respiratory Care. 

There is little question whether the need of oversight is necessary for the 
profession of Respiratory Care Practitioners, as evidenced by the fact 
that forty-eight of our fifty states have oversight protection. 

From a safety standpoint, if a barber or beautician is required to be 
licensed, the practice of respiratory care is far more invasive and an 
error can be far more damaging to a patient. 

The bottom line is the sooner this issue is resolved J the sooner a firewall 
is installed against Respiratory Practitioners that have lost their 
privileges in other states from applying for a position in Hawaii. 

Thank you for your kind attention. 

T 

( 
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To: Senate Committees on Health & Commerce & Consumer Protection 
Committee on Health 
Senator David Y. Ige, Chair 
Senator Josh Green, MO, Vice Chair 
Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection 
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair 
Senator David Y. Ige, Vice Chair 

Hearing: Tuesday, February 9th, 2010 @ 9:00 am 

RE: Senate Bill 2600 relating to Healthcare 

Chairs and Committee Members·: 

I support the intent of bill Senate Bill 2600 relating to the regulation of 
Respiratory Care. 

There ;s little question whether the need of oversight is necessary for the 
profession of Respiratory Care Practitioners, as evidenced by the fact 
that forty-eight of our fifty states have oversight protection. 

From a safety stanqpoint, if a barber or beautician is required to be 
licensed J the practice of respiratory care is far more invasive and an 
error can be far more damaging to a patient. 

The bottom line is the sooner this issue is resolved, the sooner a firewall 
is installed against Respiratory Practitioners that have lost their 
privileges in other states from applying for a position in Hawaii. 

for your kind attention. 

I 

f 
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To: Senate Committees on Health & Commerce & Consumer Protection 
Committee on Health . 
Senator David Y. Ige, Chair 
Senator Josh Green, MD, Vice Chair 
Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection 
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair 
Senator David Y. Ige, Vice Chair 

Hearing: Tuesday, February gtl1, 2010 @ 9:00 am 

RE: Senate Bill 2600 relating to Healthcare 

Chairs and Committee Members·: 

I support the intent of bill Senate eill 2600 relating to the regulation of 
Respiratory Care. 

There is little question whether the need of oversight is necessary for the 
profession of Respiratory Care Practitioners, as evidenced by the fact 
that forty-eight of ourfifty states have oversight protection. 

From a safety standpoint, if a barber or beautician is required to be 
licensed, the practice of respiratory care is far more invasive and an 
error can be far more damaging to a patient. 

The bottom line is the sooner this issue is resolved, the sooner a firewall 
is installed against Respiratory Practitioners that have lost their 
privileges in other states from applying for a position in Hawaii. . 

Thank you for your kind attention. 

I 
I 
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To: Senate Committees on Health & Commerce & Consumer Protection 
Committee on Health ' 
Senator David Y. Ige, Chair 
Senator Josh Green, MD, Vice Chair 
Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection 
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair 
Senator David V.lge, Vice Chair 

Hearing: Tuesday, February 9th, 2010 @ 9:00 am 

RE: Senate Bill 2600 relating to Healthcare 

Chairs and Committee Members,: 

I support the intent of bill Senate Bill 2600 relating to the regulation of 
Respiratory Care. 

There is little question whether the need of oversight 'is necessary for the 
profession of Respiratory Care Practitioners, as evidenced by the fact 
that forty-eight of our fifty states have oversight protection. 

From a safety standpoint, if a barber or beautician is required to be 
licensed, the practice of respiratory care is far more invasive and an 
error can be far more damaging to a patient. 

The bottom line is the sooner this issue is resolved, the sooner a firewall 
is installed against Respiratory Practitioners that have lost their 
privileges in other states from applying for a position in Hawaii. 

Thank you for your kind attention. 

I ~ f V\ I • 

l 
,,' 
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To: Senate Committees on Health & Commerce & Consumer Protection 
Committee on Health 
Senator David Y. Ige, Chair 
Senator Josh Green, MD, Vice Chair 
Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection 
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair 
Senator David Y. Ige, Vice Chair 

Hearing: Tuesday, February 9th
, 2010 @ 9:00 am 

RE: Senate Bill 2600 relating to Healthcare 

Chairs and Committee Members·: 

I support the intent of bill Senate Bill 2600 relating to the regulation of 
Respiratory Care. 

There is little question whether the need of oversight is necessary for the 
profession of Respiratory Care Practitioners, as evidenced by the fact 
that forty-eight of our fifty states have oversight protection. 

From a safety stanqpoint, if a barber or beautician is required to be 
licensed, the practice of respiratory care is far more invasive and an 
error can be far more damaging to a patient. 

The bottom line is the sooner this issue is resolved, the sooner a firewall 
is installed against Respiratory Practitioners that have lost their 
privileges in other states from applying for a position in Hawaii. . 

Thank you for your kind attention. 

/ 
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To: Senate Committees on Health & Commerce & Cons'umer Protection 
Committee on Health 
Senator David Y. Ige, Chair 
Senat.or Josh Green, MO, Vice Chair 
Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection 
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair 
Senator David Y. Ige, Vice Chair 

Hearing: Tuesday, February 9th, 2010 @ 9:00 am 

RE: Senate Bill 2600 relating to Healthcare 

Chairs and Committee Members·: 

I support the intent of bill Senate Bill 2600 relating to the regulation of 
Respiratory Care. 

There is little question whether the need of oversight is necessary for the 
profession of Respiratory Care Practitioners, as evidenced by the fact 
that forty-eight of our fifty states have oversight protection. 

From a safety stanqpoint, if a barber or beautician is required to be 
licensed, the practice of respiratory care is far more invasive and an 
error can be far more damaging to a patient. 

The bottom line is the sooner this issue is resolved, the sooner a firewall 
is installed against Respiratory Practitioners that have lost their 
privileges in other states from applying for a position in Hawaii. 

Thank you for your kind attention. 

/ 
/ 
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To: Senate Committees on Health & Commerce & Cons'Umer Protection 

Committee on Health 
Senator David Y. Ige, Chair 
Senator Josh Green, MD, Vice Chair 
Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection 
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair 
Senator David Y. Ige, Vice Chair 

Hearing: Tuesday, February 9th, 2010 @ 9:00 am 

RE: Senate Bill 2600 relating to Healthcare 

Chairs and Committee Members,: 

I support the intent of bill Senate Bill 2600 relating to the regulation of 
Respiratory Care. 

There is little question whether the need of oversight is necessary for the 
profession of Respiratory Care Practitioners, as evidenced by the fact 
that forty ... eight of our fifty states have oversight protection. 

From a safety stanqpoint, if a barber or beautician is required to be 
licensed, the practice of respiratory care is far more invasive and an 
error can be far more damaging to a patient. 

The bottom line is the sooner this issue is resolved, the sooner a firewall 
is installed against Respiratory Practitioners that have lost their 
privileges in other states from applying for a position in Hawaii. ' 

Thank you for your kind attention. 

~I'''" 
bA£:j ~~7 

/ 
" ! 
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To: Senate Committees on Health & Commerce & COAsumer Protection 
Committee on Health 
Senator David Y. Ige, Chair 
Senator Josh Green, MD, Vice Chair 
Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection 
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair 
Senator David Y. Ig~, Vice Chair 

Hearing: Tuesday, February 9th
, 2010 @ 9:00 am 

RE: Senate Bill 2600 relating to Healthcare 

Chairs and Committee Members.: 

I support the intent of bill Senate Bill 2600 relating to the regulation of 
Respiratory Care. 

There is little question whether the need of oversight is necessary for the 
profession of Respiratory Care Practitioners, as evidenced by the fact 
that forty ... eight of our fifty states have oversight protection. 

From a safety stanqpoint, if a barber or beautician is required to be 
licensed, the practice of respiratory care is far more invasive and an 
error can be far more damaging to a patient. 

The bottom line is the sooner this issue is resolved, the sooner a firewall 
is installed against Respiratory Practitioners that have lost their 
privileges in other states from applying for a position in Hawaii. 

Thank you for your kind attention. 

/ 
. I 

'.' r 
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To: Senate Committees on Health & Commerce & COrls'umer Protection 
Committee on Health . 
Senator David Y. Ige, Chair 
Senator Josh Green, MD, Vice Chair 
Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection 
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair 
Senator David Y. Ige, Vice Chair 

Heating: Tuesday, February 9th
, 2010 @ 9:00 am 

RE: Senate Bill 2600 relating to Healthcare 

Chairs and Committee Members·: 

I support the intent of bill Senate Bill 2600 relating to the regulation of 
Respiratory Care. 

There is little question whether the need of oversight is necessary for the 
profession of Respiratory Care Practitioners, as evidenced by the fact 
that forty-eight of our fifty states have oversight protection. 

From a safety standpoint, if a barber or beautician is required to be 
licensed, the practice of respiratory care is far more invasive and an 
error can be far more damaging to a patient 

The bottom line is the sooner this issue is resolved, the sooner a firewall 
is installed against Respiratory Practitioners that have lost their 
privileges in other states from applying for a position in Hawaii. . 

Thank you for your kind attention. 

/ 
'. ( 
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To: Senate Committees on Health & Commerce & Consumer Protection 
Committee on Health 
Senator David Y. Ige, Chair 
Senator Josh Green, MD, Vice Chair 
Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection 
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair 
Senator David Y. 'ge, Vice Chair ' 

Hearing: Tuesday, February 9th, 2010 @ 9:00 am 

RE: Senate Bill 2600 relating to Healthcare 

Chairs and Committee Members: 

I support the intent of bill Senate Bill 2600 relating to the regulation of 
Respiratory Care. 

There is little question whether the need of oversight is necessary for the 
profession of Respiratory Care Practitioners, as evidenced by the fact 
that forty-eight of our fifty states have oversight protection. 

From a safety stanqpoint, if a barber or beautician is required to be 
licensed, the practice of respiratory care is far more invasive and an 
error can be far more damaging to a patient. 

The bottom line is the sooner this issue is resolved, the sooner a firewall 
is installed against Respiratory Practitioners that have lost their 
privileges in other states from applying for a position in Hawaii. ' 

Thank you for your kind attention. 

f 

", 
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To: Senate Committees on Health & Commerce & Consumer Protection 
Committee on Health . 
Senator David Y. Ige, Chair 
Senator Josh Green, MD, Vice Chair 
Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection 
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair 
Senator David Y. Ige, Vice Chair 

Hearing: Tuesday, February 9 th
, 2010 @ 9:00 am 

RE: Senate Bill 2600 relating to Healthcare 

Chairs and Committee Members,: 

I support the intent of bill Senate Bill 2600 relating to the regulation of 
Respiratory Care. 

There is little question whether the need of oversight is necessary for the 
profession of Respiratory Care Practitioners, as evidenced by the fact 
that forty-eight of our fifty states have oversight protection. 

From a safety standpoint, if a barber or beautician is required to be 
licensed, the practice of respiratory care is far more invasive and an 
error can be far more damaging to a patient. 

The bottom line is the sooner this issue is resolved, the sooner a firewall 
is instal/ed against Respiratory Practitioners that have lost their 
privileges in other states from applying for a position in Hawaii. 

Thank you for your kind attention. 

! 
'.' :' 
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To: Senate Committees on Health & Commerce & Consumer Protection 
Committee on Health . 
Senator David Y. Ige, Chair 
Senator Josh Green, MD, Vice Chair 
Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection 
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair 
Senator David Y. Ige, Vice Chair 

Hearing: Tuesday, February 9th, 2010 @ 9:00 am 

RE: Senate Bill 2600 relating to Healthcare 

Chairs and Committee Members·: 

I support the intent of bill Senate Bill 2600 relating to the regulation of 
Respiratory Care. 

There is little question whether the need of oversight is necessary for the 
profession of Respiratory Care Practitioners, as evidenced by the fact 
that forty-eight of our fifty states have oversight protection. 

From a safety standpoint, if a barber or beautician is required to be 
licensed) the practice of respiratory care is far more invasive and an 
error can be far more damaging to a patient. 

The bottom line is the sooner this issue is resolved, the sooner a firewall 
is installed against Respiratory Practitioners that have lost their 
privileges in other states from applying for a position in Hawaii. ' 

Thank you for your kind attention. 

, ( 
'. / 
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To: Senate Committees on Hearth & Commerce & Consumer Protection 
Committee on Health 
Senator David Y. Ige, Chair 
Senator Josh Green, MDJ Vice Chair 
Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection 
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair 
Senator David Y. Ige, Vice Chair 

Hearing: Tuesday, February 9th
, 2010 @ 9:00 am 

RE: Senate Bill 2600 relating to Heafthcare 

Chairs and Committee Members·: 

I support the intent of bill Senate Bill 2600 relating to the regulation of 
Respiratory Care. 

There is little question whether the need of oversight is necessary for the 
profession of Respiratory Care Practitioners, as evidenced by the fact 
that forty-eight of our fifty states have oversight protection. 

From a safety stanqpoint, if a barber or beautician is required to be 
licensed, the practice of respiratory care is far more invasive and an 
error can be far more damaging to a patient. 

The bottom line is the sooner this issue is resolved, the sooner a firewall 
is installed against Respiratory Practitioners that have lost their 
privileges in other states from applying for a position in Hawaii. 

Thank you for your kind attention. 

RIZT 

/ 
'.' I 
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To: Senate Committees on Health & Commerce & COAsumer Protection 
Committee on Health . 
Senator David Y. Ige, Chair 
Senator Josh Green, MD, Vice Chair 
Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection 
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair 
Senator David Y. Ige, Vice Chair 

Hearing~ Tuesday, February 9th, 2010 @ 9:00 am 

RE: Senate Bill 2600 relating to Healthcare 

Chairs and Committee Members·: 

I support the intent of bill Senate Bill 2600 relating to the regulation of 
Respiratory Care. 

There is little question whether the need of oversight is necessary for the 
profession of Respiratory Care Practitioners, as evidenced by the fact 
that forty-eight of our fifty states have oversight protection. 

From a safety standpoint, if a barber or beautician is required to be 
licensed, the practice of respiratory care is far more invasive and an 
error can be far more damaging to a patient 

The bottom line is the sooner this issue is resolved, the sooner a firewall 
is installed against Respiratory Practitioners that have lost their 
privileges in other states from applying for a position in Hawaii. . 

Thank you for your kind attention. 

! 
',' I' 
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To: Senate Committees on Health & Commerce & Consumer Protection 
Committee on Health 
Senator David Y. Ige, Chair 
Senator Josh Green, MO, Vice Chair 
Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection 
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair 
Senator David Y. 'Ige, Vice Chair 

Hearing: Tuesday, February 9th, 2010 @ 9:00 am 

RE: Senate Bill 2600 relating to Healthcare 

Chairs and Committee Members·: 

I support the intent of bill Senate Bill 2600 relating to the regulation of 
Respiratory Care. 

There is little question whether the need of oversight is necessary for the 
profession of Respiratory Care Practitioners, as evidenced by the fact 
that forty-eight of our fifty states have oversight protection. 

From a safety standpoint, if a barber or beautician is required to be 
licensed, the practice of respiratory care is far more invasive and an 
error can be far more damaging to a patient. 

The bottom line is the sooner this issue is resolved, the sooner a firewall 
is installed against Respiratory Practitioners that have lost their 
privileges in other states from applying for a position in Hawaii. . 

Thank you for your kind attention. 

( 



My name is Patrick Ariki and I am testifying in strong support of SB2008. This bill 
would essentially create a body that would ensure that patients' access to care will not be 
diminished to solely maximize the rate of return for medical insurers. 

I have been a practicing physical therapist in Hawaii for over 25 years and am a small 
business owner with my own physical therapy practice. So believe me, I know how hard 
it is economically, and I know we all have to tighten our belts, but our sacrifices should 
not manifest itself in the reduction of necessary patient care. 

• In 2003, the average number of physical therapy services utilized by HMSA 
participants per episode of injury was 12.9 visits. 

• In 2004, HMSA demanded a reduction of the physical therapy benefit and 
instituted a "Benefit Maximum Policy," or in other words they put a limit on how 
much physical therapy services they would cover. 

• Since then, the average number of physical therapy services utilized by HMSA 
participants per episode of injury has dropped to 10.7 visits. 

This process in essence is telling the patient, "You need to heal faster," and we all know 
that is just not reasonable or realistic. 

In April, HMSA intends to enact an even more restrictive physical therapy services 
policy, which would have the following negative effects: 

• A mainland medical panel reviewing only a file, will be allowed to over ride a 
physical therapy request by a local doctor who physically examined the patient. 

• Physical therapy benefits may be reduced to 3 - 8 visits per episode of injury. 
* The national standard is 6-90 visits per episode of injury. 

• It creates a classification system that rewards providers who render the least 
amount of care, under the guise of rewarding "efficiency." 

In the majority of cases, we are unable to achieve maximum recovery. This type of 
indiscriminate policy changes are unfair and unhealthy to the patient. 

I urge you to pass this bill to create a body to over see these policies that may be 
detrimental to patient care. Medical insurers deserve to make a profit, but not on the 
backs of small business and especially not in spite of their patients' health. 

* Guide to Physical Therapist Practice Second Edition 
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From: HTHTestimony 
Sent: 
To: 

Monday, February 08, 2010 12:12 PM 
CPN Testimony 

Subject: 
Attachments: 

FW: Testimony for SB2600 on 2/9/2010 9:00:00 AM 
Senate Bill 2600-James White. pages 

Testimony for tom 

-----Original Message-----
From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov [mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov] 
Sent: Monday, February 08, 2010 12:05 PM 
To: HTHTestimony 
Cc: kimo-n-flumps@hawaii.rr.com 
Subject: Testimony for SB2600 on 2/9/2010 9:00:00 AM 

Testimony for HTH/CPN 2/9/2010 9:00:00 AM SB2600 

Conference room: 229 
Testifier position: oppose 
Testifier will be present: Yes 
Submitted by: James White 
Organization: Individual 
Address: 3444 James Street Honolulu, HI 
Phone: 8082771658 
E-mail: kimo-n-flumps@hawaii.rr.com 
Submitted on: 2/8/2010 

Comments: 
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Thomas G Munzlinger, BS, CRT, RPSGT 
2807 Park St 
Honolulu, HI 96817 

Ref: SB 2600 Licensure Bill for Respiratory Therapy 

The bill as it presently reads will cause a conflict in areas of overlap responsibilities with 
Sleep Medicine. This has already happened in other states (California and New York), 
leading to useless, costly and inefficient use of time and resources. Let's do it right from 
the start. 

This is a unique opportunity to add needed regulation to two areas of medicine at the 
same time. I propose the following amendment: 

In the field of Sleep Disorders Medicine, Recognition of the RPSGT and CPSGT 
credential of the BRPT as having overlapping responsibility in the use of equipment 
designed for the treatment of Sleep Disordered Breathing including, but not limited 
to: CPAP, BPAP, VPAP, Adaptive Servo ventilation equipment and oxygen therapy 
for diagnostic testing in an accredited Sleep Medicine Facility setting with 
competent Medical Direction by a Board Certified Sleep Medicine Physician will be 
acceptable. 
This will include students enrolled in an AASM approved educational program in 
order to sit for the RPSGT or CPSGT credential exam, as long as said students are 
overseen in their duties by a credentialed RPSGT or RRT for a period not exceeding 
two years. 

This will allow competent Polysomnographic Technologists to continue to work 
uninhibited, but define a process to follow so that non-trained individuals must either 
become trained or leave the field. This has become an area of concern for both ., 

Respiratory Therapy and Polysomnography in Hawaii. 

BRPT = Board of Registered Polysomnographic Technologists 
AASM = American Academy of Sleep Medicine 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

CAROL YOSHIMURA [C.YOSHIMURA@kuakini.orgj 
Monday, February 08,20101:01 PM 
CPN Testimony 
FW: S82600 

From: james kohan [mailto:jackohan@hotmail.com] 
Sent: Monday, February 08,2010 11:15 AM 
To: Senator Rosalyn Baker 
Subject: SB2600 

Aloha Senator, 
I am the medical director for Pacific Sleep Tech, inc a sleep disorder center with labs in downtown 

Honolulu, Aiea and in Hilo. 
I have reviewed S8 2600 and kindly request that you reconsider full inclusion requirement of licensed 
respiratory therapists to deliver gases and maintain airways, as described in "Item D". 

The restriction of this function to licensed respiratory therapists will exclude registered polysomnographer 
technicians (RPST) from performing this duty, which is an important function that they routinely perform. 
RPST are fully trained to assess, evaluate, and administer positive pressure to maintain patency of the 
upper airway of sleep apnea patients. They are likewise capable of administering supplemental 02 if 
required. They are fully trained to do this treatments and are always under supervision of a licensed 
physician. Full accreditation is under the auspices of The American Academy of Sleep Medicine(AASM). 

I have been in sleep medicine since 1982. Therefore I know first hand the predominance of sleep 
disorders in our society and the patient load burden which sleep labs are operating under. If S82600 were 
to pass and require registered respiratory therapists alone to perform this duty in the sleep lab, there 
would be a dire shortage of therapists in the sleep labs across Hawai'i and stoppage of continued diagnosis 
and treatment of sleep apnea,which is undermining the cardiovascular, cognitive and mental health of its 
victims. 

If I can be of any further assistance to discuss this, please don't hesitate to contact me. 

Mahalo. 

Sincerely, 

James "jack" Kohan, 
M.D. 

352-2501(cell) 

Hotmail: Trusted email with Microsoft's powerful SPAM protection. Sign up now. 

1 
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February 8,2010 

Memorandum of Testimony 

T-336 P.002/004 F-6S6 
9. went'WlttVl,-

To: Senate Committee on Health Senator Ige, Chairperson Senator Greenl Vice Chair 

crf 
Senate Committee on Commerce, Senator Baker Chair. Senator Ige, Vice-Chair 
From: Stephen F. Wehrman CRT, RRT, CPFT, RPFT, AE-C 
Re: Hearing for February 9,2010 SB 2600 Licensure of Respiratory Therapists 

I have been a Respiratory Therapist for 33 years. I took my training as an RN in Hilo 
in the early 1970's and went on to Respiratory school in the mainland since we did 
not have a program in Hawaii. I have taught Respiratory Care for 28 years and I've 
been the Director of the only program in this state for the last 20 years. J have seen a 
lot in my career and I've seen a lot of changes in society, in medicine, in healthcare 
and in education. One thing hasn't changed: Respiratory Therapists don't have a 
license to practice in Hawaii. 

A license to practice defines what a health. care professional does and how they are 
supposed to do it. When our profession was young, in the 60's and 70's, we didn't 
have licenses and what we did was more or less undefined. Our profession grew and 
licensure efforts began in the 1980's. I was licensed in California and later in 
Washington before I moved back to Hawaii. We don't have a license here and it has 
not been for lack of trying. 

I think that a lot of people know the myths about licensure and not the truths. I came 
here today to tell you about the truth and to tell you why the truth is important. 

Myth #1: Licensure is all about turf and protecting your profession. 
Fact: Paramedics, RN's, Physicians-all provide critical life-saving therapies for 
patients. All have overlapping areas of sId11 and responsibility. Respiratory 
Therapists are members of the lifesaving team. We have no need or desire to take 
away from others. We all work together sharing these vital responsibilities, 
Bottom Line: Our licenSllre will have no impact on other professions. They are 
our partners not our rivals. 

Mytb#2: Licensure increases the cost of health care and the cost to society. 
Fact: The cost of every respiratory care license in the United States is paid by the 
Respiratory Therapists. In California this costs $500. In Washington it is $100. Costs 
vary from state to state but the facts are simple: the people who want the license 
pay for it A $300 a year license would cost an RT less than 1$ per day and less than 
most of us make in a day. 
Bottom Line: We are willing to make this sacrifice to protect our patients. 
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Myth #3: The hospitals will protect the people of Hawaii, so we donrt need 
licensure. 
Fact: Hawaii's hospitals do try to protect people. They do drug testing and 
background checks using the State of Hawaii database. I have seen them catch 
people who had an outstanding parking ticket or never went to jury duty. J've never 
had a graduate rejected by a background check here in Hawaii. however, I have had 
graduates who could not obtain a license in another state! 

Hawaii employers can check for credentials but they only require unofficial proof 
since no license is involved. What they can't do is check for previous license 
problems because th~ National DisCiplinary Database is only available to states with 
licensure. 

Does this matter? Aside from the obvious big issues, hiring staff that you later 
terminate due to background issues costs money. 

Bottom Line: Licensure is the only method of regulating health care workers 
that can ensure a hiring process that is safe and effective. Mainland 
respiratory therapists who lost their license or experienced disciplinary 
action try to come to Hawaii! 

Myth #4: Nothing bad has happened so what's the big deal? 
Fact: Bad things have happened, on the mainland and right here in Hawaii. I'll give 
you three examples: 

The Angel of Death 
A respiratory therapist at Glendale Adventist Hospital in California. He euthanized 
elderly patients he felt were kept alive inappropriately. He was arrested and 
released for lack of evidence. The licensure board revoked his license 
immediately. It took 4 years to convict this man. 

The Pediatric Therapist 
He was good with children and volunteered to work with them at his community 
hospital. Until he was accused of molesting a young female patient. Threatened with 
terminationl he fought back and demanded proof. The hospital administration told 
him he could resign and they would let him go. What happened? The HR department 
at the community hospital could not tell the new employer of their problem because 
of the risk of lawsuits and bad publicity. A licensure board would have suspended 
his license and investigated. This gentlemen now works at one of the three 
hospitals on Oahu that have large pediatric populations. 

The Cocaine Fiend 
1 went to the Big Island to set up additional clinical experiences for my students. My 
goal was to get rural community health rotations where students could learn to care 
for patients outside the hospital and the urban setting of Oahu. I know the future of 
healthcare lies outside the hospital and I know how important it is to provide this 
care on the neighbor islands. I had just Signed an agreement and come home to 
Kaneohe. My mother-in-law called from Waimea to ask me if I had seen the Tribune 
Herald? She informed me that my 'friend l had just been arrested on Mamo St. in I-lilo 
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for buying cocaine. I immediately canceled the clinical rotation. The judge gave 
leniency for this man's role in society and his first-time offense. A license board 
would have revoked his license until rehabilitation was proved. It took years of 
repeated offenses for the system to remove this man from caring for patients in 
their homes. 

I urge you to pass this bill. Actually, I'm begging you. We've tried for 25 years and 
we need your help. It's pretty important. We're not asking for ourselves, we're 
asking on behalf of the people we have sworn to care for and protect The people of 
Hawaii are counting on us and we are counting on you. 

When I get up in the morning I look in the mirror and I ask myself if I like the person 
I see. I'm usually pretty happy. I hope when you look in the mirror you look happy 
knowing that you did something to make life better for the 250,000 people in this 
state who suffer from lung diseases. 

We took care of Brother Iz. We took care of Governor Cayetano. We took care of 
Patsy Mink. And we took care of June Jones, and Tadd Fujikawa and we took care of 
your loved ones. Who should be taking care of them? People who are trusted. 

If you still don't think it is necessary to license my profession, I want you to ask 
yourself who takes care of your wife, your mother, or your daughter when they are 
sick. Is it someone trusted? Is it a licensed health care provide? 

Finally, I want to share what happened when I volunteered to help with Hurricane 
Katrina. The United States of America said NO. They said I was not qualified. I was 
not licensed.lfwe had a public health disaster in Hawaii we would only be able to 
help at the hospital where we work. We would lose 300 highly trained critical care 
workers exactly when we need them most. The United States of America bought life­
support ventilators to use during a disaster. We have them here in Hawaii. The 
paramedics are supposed to operate them. Who trained the paramedics? 
Respiratory Therapists. 
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Testimony in support of SB2600 

To: Senate Committee on Health, Senator 1ge, Chair and Sen. Green, Vice Chair and 
Senate Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection, Sen. Baker, Chair and 
Sen. Ige, Vice Chair 
Re. Hearing on Feb. 9, 2010 at gAM, conference room 229 

Dear Senators of the committees. 

and I am a student in the Kapi'olani Community College 

Respiratory Care program, schedUled to graduate in June of 2010. As someone stillleaming 

about the profession and hoping to join its' ranks soon, I am strongly in support of the intent of SB 

2600. In my studies, I am learning that respiratory therapists (RTs) are critical members of the 

health care team and that my roll as an RT will mean that patients' lives will be entrusted to me. It 

surprised me to learn that almost every other state requires a license to practice RT. but Hawaii 

does not require a license or even reg ulata the profession in any way. 

If you could only see what the RTs do in the hospital, or even in the homes of patients, you would 

see that there is a risk to the patients if untrained or unethical RTs are allowed to treat our people. 

My classmates and I are learning to save lives with some very complicated and sophisticated 

equipment. 1 have actually helped to teach nursing students and, sometimes. even graduate 

nurses about lung health and techniques. We are constantly reminded that we are expected to 

be the experts on lung health and life support equipment such as mechanical ventilators. 

As a student in the RT profession I urge you to pass 58 2600 and license and regulate 

respiratory therapists. 

Sincerely, 

Student RT 

Home Address lpi /-Iobron LtJ TF 1012. 

Town. HI zipcode Hono/Ll/LI , Hl G)bS/S 
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Testimony in support ofSB2600 

To: Senate Committee on Health, Senator 1ge, Chair and Sen. Green, Vice Chair and 
Senate Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection, Sen. Baker, Chair and 
Sen. 1ge, Vice Chair 
Re. Hearing on Feb. 9, 2010 at 9AM, conference room 229 

Dear Senators of the committees, 

My name is W\\{Ted Rn\t1\\o Jr. and I am a student in the Kapi'olani Community College 

Respiratory Care program, scheduled to graduate in June of 2010. As someone still learning 

about the profession and hoping to join its' ranks soon, I am strongly in support of the intent of S8 

2600. In my studies, I am learning that respiratory therapists (RTs) are critical members of the 

health care team and that my roll as an RT will mean that patients' lives will be entrusted to me. It 

surprised me to learn that almost every other state requires a license to practice RT, but Hawaii 

does not require a license or even regulate the profession in any way. 

If you could only see what the RTs do in the hospital, or even in the homes of patients, you would 

see that there is a risk ~ the patients if untrained or unethical RTs are allowed to treat our people. 

My classmates and I are learning to save lives with some very complicateq and sophisticated 

equipment I have actually helped to teach nursing students and, sometimes, even graduate 

nurses about lung health and techniques. Weare constantly reminded that we are expected to 

be the experts on lung health and life support equipment such as mechanical ventilators. 

As a student in the RT profession I urge you to pass 58 2600 and license and regulate 

respiratory therapists. 

Sincerely, 

Student RT 

Home Address 

Town, HI zipcode 
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Testimony in support of SB2600 

To: Senate Committee on Healthl Senator Ige, Chair and Sen. Green, Vice Chair and 
Senate Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection, Sen. Baker, Chair and 
Sen. Ige, Vice Chair 
Re. Hearing on Feb. 9, 2010 at 9AM, conference room 229 

Dear Senators of the committees, 

My name is LD V~ }kt/li61I1l-~y MtrN and I am a student in the Kapi'olani Community College 

Respiratory Care program, scheduled to graduate in June of 2010. As someone still learning 

about the profession and hoping to join its' ranks soon, I am strongly in support of the intent of SB 

2600. In my studies, I am learning that respiratory therapists (RTs) are critical members of the 

healthcare team and that my roll as an RT will mean that patients' lives will be entrusted to me. It 

surprised me to learn that almost every other state requires a license to practice RT, but Hawaii 

does not require a license or even regulate the profession in any way. 

If you could only see what the RTs do in the hospital, or even in the homes of patients, you would 

see that there is a risk to the patients if untrained or unethical RTs are allowed to treat our people. 

My classmates and I are learning to save lives with some very complicated and sophisticated 

equipment I have actually helped to teach nursing students and, sometimes, even graduate 

nurses about lung health and techniques. We are constantly reminded that we are expected to 

be the experts on lung health and life support equipment such as mechanical ventilators. 

As a student in the RT profession I urge you to pass SB 2600 and license and regulate 

respiratory therapists. 

Student RT 

Home Address .2. 0 ~ 1- ~h,A.u.C\ V\~ f't V'e.. \"1'0 ~ 

Town, HI zipcode rronb\v.\lA.. H 1 C\b ~ 11-
\ 



Feb-OB-I0 01 :5Bpm From-
T-SS7 P.005/006 F-6sa 

Testimony in support of SB2600 

To: Senate Committee on Health, Senator 1ge, Chair and Sen. Green, Vice Chair and 
Senate Committee on Commerce and Consumer ProtectioIL Sen. Baker. Chair and 
Sen. 1ge, Vice Chair 
Re. Hearing on Feb. 9, 2010 at 9AM, conference room 229 

Dear Senators of the committees. 

My name is ~trth ~l£A and I am a student in the Kapi'olani Community College 

Respiratory Care program, scheduled to graduate in June of 2010. As someone still learning 

about the profession and hoping to join its' ranks soon, I am strongly in support of the intent of SB 

2600. In my studies, I am learning that respiratory therapists (RTs) are critical members of the 

healthcare team and that my roll as an RT will mean that patients' lives will be entrusted to me. It 

surprised me to learn that almost every other state requires a license to practice RT, but Hawaii 

does not require a license or even regulate the profession in any way. 

If you could only see what the RTs do in the hospital, or even in the homes of patients, you would 

see that there is a risk to the patients if untrained or unethical RTs are allowed to treat our people. 

My classmates and I are learning to save lives with some very complicated and sophisticated 

equipment. I have actually helped to teach nursing students and, sometimes, even graduate 

nurses about lung health and techniques. We are constantly reminded that we are expected to 

be the experts on lung health and Ufe support equipment such as mechanical ventilators. 

As a student in the RT profession I urge you to pass S8 2600 and license and regulate 

respiratory therapists. 

Sincerely, 

Student RT 

Home Address 
-,q.t \.sen~ GT ~ '&A. 

Town, HI zipcodEr" 

+tOll1)t\llu +t \ q~'61.-t:, 



Feb-OB-l0 01:59pm From- T-SS7 P.002/00S F-SS9 

Testimony in support ofSB2600 

To: Senate Committee on Health, Senator Ige, Chair and Sen. Green, Vice Chair and 
Senate Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection, Sen. Baker, Chair and 
Sen. Ige, Vice Chair 
Re. Hearing on Feb. 9, 2010 at 9AM, conference room 229 

Dear Senators of the committees, 

My name is Bp...'j,.~ P'\ tLA-~~1 and 1 am a student in the Kapi'olani 

Community College Respiratory Care program, scheduled to graduate in June of 

2011. As someone stHllearning about the profession and hoping to join its' 

ranks soon, I am strongly in support of the intent of S8 2600. I have only been 

studying respiratory care for a short time, but I have already learned that this is 

an amazingly complicated and vital profession in the modern healthcare world. 

I've been taught that RTs all around the country are licensed and regulated, but 

that in Hawaii there is nO regulation of the profession. I don't understand how 

this can be. Surely. the things I've seen in my clinical training would make you 

think RTs need licenses. I've been taught to stick needles in arteries and secure 

artificial airways and I'm now learning to operate life support equipment. I know 

that RTs work with the sickest patients in the ICU, but also work in homecare and 

in diagnostic labs. Our instructors also keep telling us about how fast things 

change and how things are different now than they were when they were 

students- I can only imagine hoW thing will continue to change. Licenses for RTs 

make a lot of sense in such a quickly changing environment when lives are at 

stake. 

Please pass SB 2600. 

Sincerely, 

RTstudent 

Home Address 

Town, HI zipcode 



Feb-DB-tO ot :59pm From- T-3S7 P.OOS/006 F-639' 

Testimony in support of SB2600 

To: Senate Committee on Health, Senator 1ge, Chair and Sen. Green, Vice Chair and 
Senate Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection, Sen. Baker, Chair and 
Sen. Ige, Vice Chair 
Re. Hearing on Feb. 9, 2010 at 9AM, conference room 229 

Dear Senators of the c~mmittees, 

My name i~ ~~llc:fK::> and I am a student in the Kapi'olani 

Community College Respiratory Care program, scheduled to graduate in June of 

2011. As someone still learning about the profession and hoping to join its' 

ranks soon, I am strongly in support of the intent of SB 2600. I have only been 

studying respiratory care for a short time, but I have already learned that this is 

an amazingly complicated and vital profession in the modern healthcare world. 

I've been taught that RTs all around the country are licensed and regulated, but 

that in Hawaii there is no regulation of the profession. I don't understand how 

this can be. Surely, the things I've seen in my clinical training would make you 

think RTs need licenses. J've been taught to stick needles in arteries and secure 

artificial airways and I'm now learning to operate life support equipment I know 

that RTs work with the sickest patients in the ICU, but also work in hornecare and 

in diagnostic labs. Our instructors also keep telling us about how fast things 

change and how things are different now than they were when they were 

students-I can only imagine how thing will continue to change. Licenses for RTs 

make a lot of sense in such a quickly changing environment when lives are at 

stake. 

Please pass SB 2600. 

q~p~/I-t ~<::::. ~. 

~~, -\-t\ q.c;...-rq 7 
wn, HI zipcode 



Feb-08-10 01:59pm From- T-33r P.004/006 F-639 

Testimony in support of SB2600 

To: Senate Committee on Health, Senator 1ge, Chair and Sen. Green, Vice Chair and 
Senate Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection. Sen. Bal{er, Chair and 
Sen. 1ge, Vice Chair 
Re. Hearing on Feb. 9~ 2010 at 9AM, conference room 229 

Dear Senators of the committees, 

My name is l.\ n C\~e,l \-\. t;h Q f\ t and I am a student in the Kapi'olani 

Community College Respiratory Care program, scheduled to graduate in June of 

2011. As someone still learning about the profession and hoping to join its' 

ranks soon, I am strongly in support of the intent of SB 2600. I have only been 

studying respiratory care for a short time, but I have already learned that this is 

an amazingly complicated and vital profession in the modem healthcare world. 

I've been taught that RTs all around the country are licensed and regulated, but 

that in Hawaii there is no regulation of the profession. I don't understand how 

this can be. Surely, the things I've seen in my clinical training would make you 

think RTs need licenses. I've been taught to stick needles in arteries and secure 

artificial ailWays and I'm now learning to operate life support equipment. I know 

that RTs work with the sickest patients in the ICU, but also work in homecare and 

in diagnostic labs. Our instructors also keep telling us about how fast things 

. change and how things are different now than they were when they were 

students- I can only imagine how thing will continue to change. Licenses for RTs 

make a lot of sense in such a quickly changing environment when lives are at 

stake. 

~erriy, 

Please pass SB 2600~ 

U~ . U .. ~-
RTstude1-
Home Address 9~"'26.144 WQ\ \cql\\ pt. ('bOf 

Town, HI zipcode M,\ \ a a V\\,/ H1 qlt1 ~~ 



Feb-DB-to Ot:59pm From-
T-SS7 P.005/006 F-SS9 

Testimony in support of SB2600 

To: Senate Committee on Health, Senator 1ge, Chair and Sen. Green, Vice Chair and 
Senate Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection, Sen. Baker, Chair and 
Sen. Ige, Vice Chair 
Re. Hearing on Feb. 9, 2010 at 9AM, conference room 229 

Dear Senators of the committees, 

My name is ?fltnctCf ~m and I am a student in the Kapi'olani 

Community College Respiratory Care program, scheduled to graduate in June of 

2011. As someone still learning about the profession and hoping to join its' 

ranks soon, I am strongly in support of the intent of SB 2600. I have only been 

studying respiratory care for a short time, but I have already learned that this is 

an amazingly complicated and vital profession in the modern healthcare world. 

I've been taught that RTs all around the country are licensed and regulated, but 

that in Hawaii there is no regulation of the profession. I don't understand how 

this can be. Surely, the things I've seen in my clinical training would make you 

think RTs need licenses. I've been taught to stick needles in arteries and secure 

artificial airways and I'm now learning to operate life support equipment. I know 

that RTs work with the sickest patients in the ICU, but also work in homecare and 

in diagnostic labs. Our instructors also keep telling us about how fast things 

change and how things are different now than they were when they were 

students- I can only imagine how thing will continue to change. Licenses for RTs 

make a lot of sense in such a quickly changing environment when lives are at 

stake. 

Please pass SB 2600. 

Home Address c{\-U1-lo kOUtlOQ s.+. 
ToWn, HI zipcode ~Y"{a {beach \\ \ q btOl.P 



Feb-OB-10 01:59pm From-
T-SS7 P.OOS/OOS F-SS9 

Testimony in support of SB2600 

To: Senate Committee on Health, Senator Ige, Chair and Sen. Green, Vice Chair and 
Senate Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection, Sen. Baker, Chair and 
Sen. Ige, Vice Chair 
Re. Hearing on Feb. 9, 2010 at gAM, conference room 229 

Dear Senators of the committees, 

My name is (lan6f,'t.e. L02A.J'1 D and 1 am a student in the Kapi'olani 

Community College Respiratory Care program, scheduled to graduate in June of 

2011. As someone still learning about the profession and hoping to join its' 

ranks soon, I am strongly in support of the intent of 58 2600. I have only been 

studying respiratory care for a short time, but I have already learned that this is 

an amaZingly complicated and vital profession in the modern healthcare world. 

I've been taught that RTs all around the country are licensed and regulated, but 

that in Hawaii there is no regulation of the profession. I don't understand how 

this can be. Surely, the things I've seen in my clinical training would make you 

think RTs need licenses. I've been taught to stick needles in arteries and secure 

artificial airways and I'm now learning to operate life support equipment. I know 

that RTs work with the sickest patients in the ICU, but also work in homecare and 

in diagnostic labs. Our instructors also keep telling us about how fast things 

change and how things are different now than they were when they were 

students- I can only imagine how thing will continue to change. Licenses for RT s 

make a lot of sense in such a quickly changing environment when lives are at 

stake. 

Please pass 5B 2600. 

Sincerely, 

RTstudent 

Home Address 

Town, HI zipcode ~ lD.uvdk I th 



Feb-OB-10 OZ:Olpm From- T-SSB P.OOZ/006 F-641 

Testimony in support of SB2600 

To: Senate Committee on Health, Senator Ige, Chair and Sen. Green, Vice Chair and 
Senate Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection, Sen. Baker, Chair and 
Sen. Ige, Vice Chair 
Re. Hearing on Feb. 9, 2010 at 9AM, conference room 229 

Dear Senators of the committees, 

My name is r;Iemour 1<a,s5;Qew- and I am a student in the Kapi'olani 

Community College Respiratory Care program, scheduled to graduate in June of 

2011. As someone still learning about the profession and hoping to join its' 

ranks soon, I am strongly in support of the intent of SB 2600. I have only been 

studying respiratory care for a short time, but I have already learned that this is 

an amazingly complicated and vital profession in the modern healthcare world. 

I've been taught that RTs all around the country are licensed and regulated, but 

that in Hawaii there is no regulation of the profession. I don't understand how 

this can be. Surely, the things I've seen in my clinical training would make you 

think RTs need licenses. I've been taught to stick needles in arteries and secure 

artificial ahway~ and I'm now learning to operate life support equipment. I know 

that RTs work with the sickest patients in the ICU, but also work in homecare and 

in diagnostic labs. Our instructors also keep telling us about how fast things 

change and how things are different now than they were when they were 

students-I can only imagine how thing will continue to change. Licenses for RTs 

make a lot of sense in such a quickly changing environment when lives are at 

stake. 

Please pass SB 2600. 

Sincerely, _ ~ ____ , ./ 

~T6~aWrt ~~ ~Trtt ent 
I~{)q K.ahakai Orive 

l'I~~te~..,: q~9.14 
Town, HI zipcode 



Feb-OB-10 02:01pm From- T-SSB P.OOS/006 F-641 

Testimony in support of SB2600 

To: Senate Committee on Health, Senator Ige, Chair and Sen. Green, Vice Chair and 
Senate Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection, Sen. Baker, Chair and 
Sen. 1ge/ Vice Chair 
Re. Hearing on Feb. 9, 2010 at 9AM, conference room 229 

Dear Senators of the committees, 

. My name is JrVWr?f \SOD and I am a student in the Kapi'olani 

Community College Respiratory Care program, scheduled to graduate in June of 

2011. As someone still learning about the profession and hoping to join its' 

ranks soon, I am strongly in support of the intent of S8 2600. I have only been 

studying respiratory care for a short time, but I have already learned that this is 

an amazingly complicated and vital profession in the modern healthcare world. 

I've been taught that RTs all around the country are licensed and regulated, but 

that in Hawaii there is no regulation of the profession. I don't understand how 

this can be. Surely, the things I've seen in my clinical training would make you 

think RTs need licenses. I've been taught to stick needles in arteries and secure 

artificial airways and I'm now learning to operate life support equipment. I know 

that RTs work with the sickest patients in the ICU, but also work in homecare and 

in diagnostic labs. OUf instructors also keep telling us about how fast things 

change and how things are different now than they were when they were 

students- I can only imagine how thing will continue to change. Licenses for RTs 

make a lot of sense in such a quickly changing environment when lives are at 

stake. 

Please pass S8 2600. 

S7erelY, 

~ .. ~ 
RT student .ftn V\~ ).( 00 

Home Address lR110 ~"'Ji:;t"li ~'t Cf<. .~~tO 
Town, HI zipcode ~u\\A. / -\\\, q\o~% 



Feb-OS-IO 02:01pm From- T-SSS P.004/006 F-641 

Testimony in support of SB2600 

To: Senate Committee on Health, Senator Ige. Chair and Sen. Green, Vice Chair and 
Senate Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection, Sen. Baker, Chair and 
Sen. Ige. Vice Chair 
Re. Hearing on Feb. 9, 2010 at 9AM, conference room 229 

Dear Senators of the committees, 

My name is L~VW\ tJhit'MVJ~ and I am a student in the Kapj'olani 

Community Col/ege Respiratory Care program, scheduled to graduate in June of 

2011. As someone still learning about the profession and hoping to join its' 

ranks soon, I am strongly in support of the intent of 88 2600. I have only been 

studying respiratory care for a short time, but I have already learned that this is 

an amazingly complicated and vital profession in the modern healthcare world. 

I've been taught that RTs all around the country are licensed and regulated, but 

that in Hawaii there is no regulation of the profession. I don't understand how 

this can be. Surely, the things I've seen in my clinical training would make you 

think RTs need licenses. I've been taught to stick needles in arteries and secure 

artificial airways and I'm now learning to operate life support equipment. I know 

that RTs work with the sickest patients in the ICU, but also work in homecare and 

in diagnostic labs. Our instructors also keep telling us about how fast things 

change and how things are different now than they were when they were 

students- I can only imagine how thing will continue to change. Licenses for RTs 

make a lot of sense in such a quickly changing environment when lives are at 

stake. 

Please pass SB 2600. 

Sincerely, ~ 

Rt:i1~""J ~I-\I)U~ 
Home Address '1 Lt- 109& l'aawolAA or. 
Town, HI zipcode wrupoi'lA,;"' tf,w1f11 



Feb-OB-10 02:01pm Frcm- T-33B P.005/006 F-641 

Testimony in support: of SB2600 

To: Senate Committee on Health, Senator Ige. Chair and Sen. Green, Vice Chair and 
Senate Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection. Sen. Baker, Chair and 
Sen. Ige, Vice Chair 
Re. Hearing on Feb. 9, 2010 at 9AM, conference room 229 

Dear Senators of the committees, 

My name is 8:;, r/l)/b4,.l?,.I::) and I am a student in the Kapi'olani 

Community College Respiratory Care program, scheduled to graduate in June of 

2011. As someone still learning about the profession and hoping to join its' 

ranks soon, I am strongly in support of the intent of SB 2600. I have only been 

studying respiratory care for a short time, but I have already learned that this is 

an amazingly complicated and vital profession in the modem healthcare world. 

I've been taught that RTs all around the country are licensed and regulated, but 

that in Hawaii there is no regulation of the profession. I don't understand how 

this can be. Surely, the things I've seen in my clinical training would make you 

think RTs need licenses. I've been taught to stick needles in arteries and secure 

artificial airways and I'm now learning to operate life support equipment. I know 

that RTs work with the sickest patients in the ICU, but also work in homecare and 

in diagnostic labs. Our instructors also keep telling us about how fast things 

change and how things are different now than they were when they were 

students- I can only imagine how thing will continue to change. Licenses for RTs 

make a lot of sense in such a quickly changing environment when lives are at 

stake. 

Please pass SB 2600. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
RT student (!,D Po l\N.!..o 
Home Address &Cq ~ P"'Ale.;.. C. 

I ~ \It #: ~d-f 
Town, HI zipcode HOI\o I~/I.<, IJ..T. 01t'i'~J 5 



Feb-08-10 02:01pm From- T-338 P.006/006 F-641 

Testimony in support of SB2600 

To: Senate Committee on Health, Senator Ige, Chair and Sen. Green, Vice Chair and 
Senate Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection, Sen. Baker. Chair and 
Sen. Ige, Vice Chair 
Re. Hearirig on Feb. 9, 2010 at: 9AM, conference room 229 

Dear Senators of the committees. 

My name is l4-t-1.,'f ~rv IJ and I am a student in the Kapi'olani Community College 

Respiratory Care program, scheduled to graduate in June of 2010. As someone still learning 

about the profession and hoping to join its' ranks soon, I am strongly in support of the intent of SB 

2600. In my studies, I am learning that respiratory therapists (RTs) are critical members of the 

healthcare team and that my roll as an RT will mean that patients' lives will be entrusted to me. It 

surprised me to learn that almost every other state requires a license to practice RT, but Hawaii 

does not require a license or even regulate the profession in any way. 

If you could only see what the RTs do in the hospital, or even in the homes of patients, you would 

see that there is a risk to the patients if untrained or unethical RTs are allowed to treat our people. 

My classmates and I are learning to save lives with some very complicated and sophisticated 

equipment. I have actually helped to teach nursing students and, sometimes, even graduate 

nurses about lung health and techniques. We are constantly reminded that we are expected to 

be the experts on lung health and life support eqUipment such as mechanical ventilators. 

As a student in the RT profession 1 urge you to pass S8 2600 and license and regulate 

respiratory therapists. 

since~~ ?ff----

Student RT 

/
FI/.//l VII _i( (/71/ I L 00 f> Home Address v, :/ ,... . u ,-

Town, HI zipcode )/l;1l1lJl..rJ/..r/ #7 e?6f/b 



Feb-OB-10 02:01pm From- T-33B P.OOZ/OOB F-B42 

Testimony in support of $B2600 

To: Senate Committee on Health) Senator Ige, Chair and Sen. Green, Vice Chair and 
Senate Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection, Sen. Baker, Chair and 
Sen. Ige, Vice Chair 
Re. Hearing on Feb. 9, 2010 at 9AM, conference room 229 

Dear Senators of the committees, 

My name is -S 9 -:s~ c:....'f'\en and I am a student in the Kapi'olani 

Community College Respiratory Care program, scheduled to graduate in June of 

2011. As someone still learning about the profession and hoping to join its' 

ranks soon, I am strongly in support of the intent of SB 2600. I have only been 

studying respiratory care for a short time, but I have already learned that this is 

an amazingly complicated and vital profession in the modern healthcare world. 

I've been taught that RTs all around the country are licensed and regulated, but 

that in Hawaii there is no regulation of the profession. I don't understand how 

this can be. Surely, the things I've seen in my clinical training would make you 

think RTs need licenses. I've been taught to stick needles in arteries and secure 

artificial airways and I'm now learning to operate life support equipment. J know 

that RTs work with the sickest patients in the ICU, but also work in homecare and 

in diagnostic labs. Our instructors also keep telling us about how fast things 

change and how things are different now than they were when they were 

students- I can only imagine how thing will continue to change. Licenses for RTs 

make a lot of sense in such a quickly changing environment when lives are at 

stake. 

Please pass 5B 2600. 

HomeAddress \"\'3S' ¥\o...'o.. ~ .llj( \\P!J 

Town, HI zipcode ~~~....". I ~\ 4 6 ~ \":\--



Feb-08-10 02:01pm From- T-338 P.oo31006 F-642 

Testimony in support of SB2600 

To: Senate Committee on Health, Senator Ige, Chair and Sen. Green, Vice Chair and 
Senate Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection, Sen. Baker, Chair and 
Sen. Ige, Vice Chair 
Re. Hearing on Feb. 9, 2010 at gAM, conference room 229 

Dear Senators of the committees, 

My name is ALiSi"IV\ l' Gln: and I am a student in the Kapi'olani 

Community College Respiratory Care program, scheduled to graduate in June of 

2011. As someone still learning about the profession and hoping to join its' 

ranks soon, I am strongly in support of the intent of S8 2600. I have only been 

studying respiratory care for a short time, but I have already learned that this is 

an amazingly complicated and vital profession in the modern healthcare world. 

I've been taught that RTs all around the country are licensed and regulated, but 

that in Hawaii there is no regulation of the profession. I don't understand how 

this can be. Surely, the things I've seen in my clinical training would make you 

think RTs need licenses. I've been taught to stick needles in arteries and secure 

artificial airways and I'm now learning to operate life support equipment. I know 

that RTs work with the sickest patients in the ICU. but also work in homecare and 

in diagnostic labs. Our instructors also keep telling us about how fast things 

change and how things are different now than they were when they were 

students- I can only imagine how thing will continue to change. Licenses for RTs 

make a lot of sense in such a quickly changing environment when lives are at 

stake. 

Please pass SB 2600. 

Sincerely, 

~/~-
RTstudent 

Home Address 3 \;0 1\\Gt "f\'. ""'4. S~ . .:c.r1 H\-

Town, HI zipcode \1 c'tlot\J.lL\ H \ q (,lll 



Feb-08-10 02:02pm From- T-338 P.004/006 F-642 

Testimony in support ofSB2600 

To; Senate Committee on Health, Senator Ige, Chair and Sen. Green, Vice Chair and 
Senate Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection. Sen. Baker, Chair and 
Sen. Ige, Vice Chair 
Re. Hearing on Feb. 9. 2010 at 9AM. conference room 229 

Dear Senators of the committees, 

My name is 0Q.nn iter Sier lacu and I am a student in the Kapi'olani 

Community College Respiratory Care program, scheduled to graduate in June of 

2011. As someone still learning about the profession and hoping to join its' 

ranks soon, I am strongly in support of the intent of 582600_ I have only been 

studying respiratory care for a short time, but I have already learned that this is 

an amazingly complicated and vital profession in the modern healthcare world. 

I've been taught that RTs all around the country are licensed and regulated, but 

that in Hawaii there is no regulation of the profession. I don't understand how 

this can be. Surely, the things I've seen in my clinical training would make you 

think RTs need licenses. I've been taught to stick needles in arteries and secure 

artificial airways and I'm now learning to operate life support equipment. I know 

that RTs work with the sickest patients in the ICU, but also work in homecare and 

in diagnostic labs. Our instructors also keep telling us about hoW fast things 

change and how things are different now than they were when they were 

students- I can only imagine how thing will continue to change. Licenses for RTs 

make a lot of sense in such a quickly changing environment when lives are at 

stake. 

Please pass SB 2600. 

Sincerely, 
~/.lb-L~. 

RTstudent Jenni'f« ster\Qcu 
HomeAddress 4 9- 4e~ Lo li i ~t· 
Town, HI zipcode "an eo he, li l q b l'L\-U-



Feb-08-10 02:02pm From- T-338 P.005/00S F-S42 

Testimony in support ofSB2600 

To: Senate Committee on Health, Senator Ige, Chair and Sen. Green, Vice Chair and 
Senate Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection, Sen. Baker, Chair and 
Sen. Ige. Vice Chair 
Re. Hearing on Feb. 9,2010 at 9AM. conference room 229 

Dear Senators of the committees, 

My name is S'~ 1\'\-\ ~W'\ and I am a student in the Kapi'olani 

Community College Respiratory Care program, scheduled to graduate in June of 

2011. As someone still learning about the profession and hoping to join its' 

ranks soon, I am strongly in support of the intent of SB 2600. I have only been 

studying respiratory care for a short time, but I have already learned that this is 

an amazingly complicated and vital profession in the modern healthcare world. 

I've been taught that RTs all around the country are licensed and regulated, but 

that in Hawaii there is no regulation of the profession. I don't understand how 

this can be. Surely, the things I've seen in my clinical training would make you 

think RTs need licenses. f've been taught to stick needles in arteries and secure 

artificial airways and I'm now learning to operate life support equipment I know 

that RTs work with the sickest patients in the ICU, but also work in homecare and 

in diagnostic labs. Our instructors also keep telling us about how fast things 

change and how things are different now than they were when they were 

students- I can only imagine how thing will continue to change. Licenses for RTs 

make a lot of sense in such a quickly changing environment when lives are at 

stake. 

Please pass SB 2600. 

Sincerely, 

9.,. ~ 
R~dent 
Home Address 32 \.5 A \6-
Town, HI zipcode L. 

n'tll\.\':I\u..\V\ . 

-::s:.\ \ f'N;"\.. <;t. B 4-\7.. 

\;-\ \ q b€'\ ~ 



Feb-08-10 02:02pm From- T-338 P.006/006 F-642 

Testimony in support of SB2600 

To: Senate Committee on Health, Senator Ige, Chair and Sen. Green, Vice Chair and 
Senate Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection, Sen. Baker, Chair and 
Sen. 1ge, Vice Chair 
Re. Hearing on Feb. 9, 2010 at 9AM, conference room 229 

Dear Senators of the committees, 

My name is ~·t)Fbj (l R\\LercA. and I am a student in the Kapi'olani 

Community College Respiratory Care program, scheduled to graduate in June of 

2011. As someone still learning about the profession and hoping to join its' 

ranks soon, I am strongly in support of the intent of S8 2600. I have only been 

studying respiratory care for a short time, but I have already learned that this is 

an amazingly complicated and vital profession in the modern healthcare world. 

I've been taught that RTs all around the country are licensed and regulated, but 

that in Hawaii there is no regulation of the profession. I don't understand how 

this can be. Surely, the things I've seen in my clinical training would make you 

think RTs need licenses. J've been taught to stick needles in arteries and secure 

artificial airways and I'm now learning to operate life support equipment I know 

that RTs work with the sickest patients in the ICU, but also work in homecare and 

in diagnostic labs. Our instructors also keep telling us about how fast things 

change and how things are different now than they were when they were 

students-I can only imagine how thing will continue to change. Licenses for RTs 

make a lot of sense in such a quickly changing environment when lives are at 

stake. 

Please pass SB 2600. 

Sincerely, 

.4~~~~ 
RT student ~()ph.\£i\. R\ve..( 0.-

HomeAddress i(050~ou.'(\j st. Av"t·\O\ 

Town, HI zipcode \-\'bt\c\u.\lA., \-\ \ tt tD82(o 



Feb-08-IO 02:02pm Frcm-
T-338 P.002/002 F-643 

Testimony in support of SB2600 

To: Senate Committee on Health. Senator Ige, Chair and Sen. Green, Vice Chair and 
Senate Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection, Sen. Baker, Chair and 
Sen. Ige, Vice Chair 
Re. Hearing on Feb. 9, 2010 at 9AM, conference room 229 

Dear Senators of the committees, 

My name is Cfoss'\ CQ ~ t \ and I am a student in the Kapi'olani 

Community College Respiratory Care program, scheduled to graduate in June of 

2011. As someone still learning about the profession and hoping to join its' 

ranks soon, I am strongly in support of the intent of SB 2600. I have only been 

studying respiratory care for a short time, but I have already learned that this is 

an amazingly complicated and vital profession in the modern healthcare world. 

I've been taught that RTs all around the country are licensed and regulated, but 

that in Hawaii there is no regulation of the profession. I don't understand how 

this can be. Surely, the things I've seen in my clinical training would make you 

think RTs need licenses. I've been taught to stick needles in arteries and secure 

artificial airways and I'm now learning to operate life support equipment. I know 

that RTs work with the sickest patients in the ICU, but also work in homecare and 

in diagnostic labs. Our instructors also keep telling us about how fast things 

change and how things are different now than they were when they were 

students- I can only imagine how thing will continue to change. Licenses for RTs 

make a lot of sense in such a quickly changing environment when lives are at 

stake. 

Please pass S8 2600. 

Sincerely, 

RT student 

HomeAdd ess 9~L ~~a\~ ~-\ . 

Town, HI zjpcode -\;:::'..-.:-th qlo~a'S 



Feb-OB-l0 01 :5Bpm Frcm- T-33r P.002/00S F-S3r 

Testimony in support of SB2600 

To: Senate Committee on Health, Senator Ige, Chair and Sen. Green, Vice Chair and 
Senate Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection, Sen. Baker, Chair and 
Sen. Ige, Vice Chair 
Re. Hearing on Feb. 9, 2010 at 9AM, conference room 229 

Dear Senators of the committees, 

My name is Laura D Balatbat and I am a student in the Kapi'olani Community College 

Respiratory Care program, scheduled to graduate in June of 2010. As someone still learning 

about the profeSSion and hoping to join its' ranks soon, I am strongly in support of the intent of S8 

2600. In my studies, I am learning that respiratory therapists (RTs) are critical members of the 

healthcare team and that my role as an RT will mean that patients' lives will be entrusted to me. 

It surprised me to learn that almost every other state requires a license to practice RT. but Hawaii 

does not require a license or even regulate the profeSSion in any way. 

If you could only see what the RTs do in the hospital, or even in the homes of patients, you would 

see that there is a risk to the patients if untrained or unethical RTs ~!re allowed to treat OUf people. 

My classmates and I are learning to save lives with some very complicated and sophisticated 

equipment. I have actually.helped to teach nursing students and, sometimes, even graduate 

nurses about lung health and techniques. We are constantly reminded that we are expected to 

be the experts an lung health and life support equipment such as mechanical ventilators. 

As a student in the RT profession I urge you to pass S8 2600 and license and regulate 

respiratory therapists. 

Sincerely, 

Laura D Balatbat- Student RT 

94-602 Kupuohi Street Apt. D 

Waipahu, HI 96797 



Feb-08-10 01:58pm From- T-SS7 P.OOS/006 F-6S7 

Testimony in support ofSB2600 

To: Senate Committee on Health, Senator Ige, Chair and Sen. Green, Vice Chair and 
Senate Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection, Sen. Baker, Chair and 
Sen. Ige, Vice Chair 
Re. Hearing on Feb. 9, 2010 at gAM, conference room 229 

Dear Senators of the committees. 

Mynameis ~\~y\ LV\'N\ and I am a student in the Kapi'olani Community College 

Respiratory Care program, SCheduled to graduate in June of 2010. As someone still learning 

about the profession and hoping to join its' ranks soon. I am strongly in support of the intent of SB 

2600. In my studies. I am learning that respiratory therapists (RTs) are critical members of the 

health care team and that my roll as an RT will mean that patients' lives will be entrusted to me. It 

surprised me to learn that almost every other state requires a license to practice RT, but Hawaii 

does not require a license or even regulate the profession in any way. 

If you Gould only see what the RTs do in the hospital, or even in the homes of patients, you would 

see that there is a risk to the patients if untrained or unethical RTs are allowed to treat our people. 

My classmates and I are learning to save lives with some very complicated and sophisticated 

equipment I have actually helped to teach nursing students and, sometimes, even graduate 

nurses about lung health and techniques. We are constantly reminded that we are expected to 

be the experts on lung health and life support equipment such as mechanical ventilators. 

As a student in the RT profession I urge you to pass SB 2600 and license and regulate 

respiratory therapists. 

Sincerely, 

Student RT 

Home Address 

\"\ \~ -1\; ~\"'we"'-t. ~_ 
Town, HI zipcode 

\-\ u \f\~\ h \ Y\ \-\ ~ OU~ "l \ q 



Feb-OS-10 01 :5Bpm From- T-337 P.004/006 F-637 

Testimony in support of 582600 

To: Senate Committee on Health, Senator Ige, Chair and Sen. Green, Vice Chair and 
Senate Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection, Sen. Baker, Chair and 
Sen. Ige, Vice Chair 
Re. Hearing on Feb. 9, 2010 at 9AM, conference room 229 

Dear Senators of the committees, 

My name is $0 CHI) ACe \/e da and J am a student in the Kapi'olani Community College 

Respiratory Care program, SCheduled to graduate in June of 2010. As someone still learning 

about the profession and hoping to join its' ranks soon, J am strongly in support of the intent of S6 

2600. In my studies, I am learning that respiratory therapists (RTs) are critical members of the 

health care team and that my roll as an RT will mean that patients' lives will be entrusted to me. It 

surprised me to learn that almost every other state requires a license to practice RT, but Hawaii 

does not require a license or even regulate the profession in any way. 

If you could only see what the RTs do in the hospital, or even in the homes of patients, you would 

see that there is a risk to the patients if untrained or unethical RTs are allowed to treat our people. 

My classmates and I are learning to save lives with some very complicated and sophisticated 

equipment I have actually helped to teach nursing students and, sometimes, even graduate 

nurses about lung health and techniques. We are constantly reminded that we are expected to 

be the experts on lung health and life support equipment such as mechanical ventilators. 

As a student in the RT profession I urge you to SB 2600 and license and regulate 

::::~i_A 

Student RT 

Home Address 

Town, HI zipcode 



Feb-08-10 01:58pm From- T-ssr P.005/00S F-SSr 

Testimony in support ofSB2600 

To: Senate Committee on Health. Senator Ige, Chair and Sen. Green> Vice Chair and 
Senate Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection, Sen. Baker, Chair and 
Sen. Ige, Vice Chair 
Re. Hearing on Feb. 9, 2010 at 9AM, conference room 229 

Dear Senators of the committees. 

My name is -P'-'\,.I.l!,.LJ.+I~.3o....C:L..L.c;..c::I~.y...- and I am a student in the Kapi'olani Community College 

ogram, scheduled to graduate in June of 2010. As someone stillieaming 

about the profession and hoping to join its' ranks soon. I am strongly in support of the intent of SB 

2600. In my studies. I am learning that respiratory therapists (RTs) are critical members of the 

healthcare team and that my roll as an RT will mean that patients' lives will be entrusted to me. It 

surprised me to learn that almost every other state requires a license to practice RT, but Hawaii 

does not require a license or even regulate the profession in any way. 

If you could only see what the RTs do in the hospital, or even in the homes of patients, you would 

see that there is a risk to the patients if untrained or unethical RTs are allowed to treat our people. 

My classmates and I are learning to save lives with some very complicated and sophisticated 

equipment I have actually helped to teach nursing students and, sometimes. even graduate 

nurses about lung health and techniques. We are constantly reminded that we are expected to 

be the experts on lung health and life support equipment such as mechanical ventilators. 

As a student in the RT profession I urge you to pass SB 2600 and license and regulate 

respiratory therapists. 

Student RT 

Home Address q ~ '" \010 \-\o.h.tLn Vt ., + . 
Town,Hlzipcode Vod.l~ Ttl qlpll11 



Feb-OB-10 01 :5Bpm From- T-33r P.006/00S F-S3r 

Testimony in support ofSB2600 

To: Senate :Committee on Health} Senator Ige, Chair and Sen. Green, Vice Chair and 
Senate Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection, Sen. Baker, Chair and 
Sen. Ige, Vice Chair 
Re. Hearing on Feb. 9, 2010 at gAM, conference room 229 

Dear Senators of the committees, 

My name is' S ~ f'!,j llW» h and I am a student in the Kapi'olani Community College 

Respiratory Care program, scheduled to graduate in June of 2010. As someone still learning 

about the profession and hoping to join its' ranks soon, I am strongly in support of the intent of S8 

2600. In my studies, I am learning that respiratory therapists (RTs) are critical members of the 

healthcare team and that my roll as an RT will mean that patients' lives will be entrusted to me. It 

surprised me to learn that almost every other state requires a license to practice RT, but Hawaii 

does not require a license or even regulate the profession in any way. 

If you could ~:.mly see what the RTs do in the hospital, or even in the homes of patients, you would 

see that there is a risk to the patients if untrained or unethical RTs are allowed to treat our people. 

My classmates and I are learning to save lives with some very complicated and sophisticated 

equipment :1 have actually helped to teach nursing students and, sometimes, even graduate 

nurses abo~t lung health and techniques. We are constantly reminded that we are expected to 

be the expe~ on lung health and life support equipment such as mechanical ventilators. 

As a student in the RT profession I urge you to pass SB 2600 and license and regulate 

respiratory therapists. 

Sincerely, :.J A.!<-~-I--
S~ A.k... f~y~o}b 

Student RT, 

Home Address 

Town, HI zipcode 



Feb-08-2010 02:33pm From-KMC PALl MOM I - RESPIRATORY 
8084854392 T-946 P.OOI/OOI F-482 

To: Senate Committees on Health & Commerce & Consumer Protection 
Committee on Health 
Senator David Y. Ige, Chair 
Senator Josh Green, MD, Vice Chair 
Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection 
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair 
Senator David Y. Ige, Vice Chair 

RE: Senate Bill 2600 relating to Healthcare 

Chairs and Committee Members: 

I support the intent of bill Senate Bill 2600 relating to the regulation of 
Respiratory Care. 

There is little question whether the need of oversight is necessary for the 
profession of Respiratory Care Practitioners. as evidenced by the fact 
that forty-eight of our fifty states have oversight protection. 

From a safety standpoint, if a barber or beautician is required to be 
licensed, the practice of respiratory care is far more invasive and an 
error can be far more damaging to a patient. 

The bottom line is the sooner this issue is resolved, the sooner a firewall 
is installed against Respiratory Practitioners that have lost their 
privileges in other states from applying for a position in Hawaii. 

u~ ryo 



Feb-OS-lOIO 05:0Spm Frcm-KMCWC RESPIRATORY CARE 
soa 9S8 6780 T-4SZ' P.001/014 F-105 

To: Senate Committee on Health & Commerce & Consumer Protection 

Committee on Health 
Senator David Y. 1ge, Chair 
senator Josh Green, MD Vice Chair 

Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection 
Senator Rosalyn H. BakerJ Chair 
Senator DaVid Y. Ige, Vice Chair 

Hearing: Tuesday, February 9, 2009 @ 9:00 a.m. RM 229 

Re: S8 2600 Relating to Healthcare 

I strongly support the intent of S82600 to regulate the practice of 
respiratory care in Hawaii. 
. • As Physician's patient-loads are increasing. especially on the neighbor islands, 

they are relying on Respiratory Care Practitioners more than ever, to manage 
their most challenging patients, those with pulmonary diseases. including 
Asthma, COPO and respiratory pandemics such as SARS and H1 N1 . 

• Federal Medicare laws for reimbursement are currently undergoing a 
significant change that affects reimbursement to all Medical Centers. Medicare 
soon will not reimburse for patient care given by an unlicensed healthcare 
provider. This would reduce the Federal dollars to our state as Medicare is 
reformed on this important pOint 

nsideration on this important issue, 

~.~ ____________ ..... _____ ..... __________ ~~MD 
Signature 

~.-.! -r~c,~ 
Printed Name 



Feb-OB-20l0 03:0Bpm Frcm-KMCWC RESPIRATORY CARE 
BOB 9B3 6730 T-4B2 P.00Z/014 F-105 

To: Senate Committee on Health & Commerce & Consumer Protection 

Committee an Health 
Senator David Y. 19a, Chair 
Senator Josh Green. MD VIce Chair 

Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection 
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair 
Senator David v.. Ige, Vice Chair 

Hearing: Tuesday, February 9, 2009 @ 9:00 a.m. RM 229 

Re: S8 2600 Relating to Healthcare 

J strongly support the intent of 882600 to regulate the practice of 
respiratory care in Hawaii . 

• As Physicianls patient-loads are increasing. especially on the neighbor islands, 
they are relying on Respiratory Care Practitioners more than ever. to manage 
their most challenging patient$. those with pulmonary diseases, including 
Asthma. COPD and respiratory pandemics such as SARS and H1 N 1 . 

• Federal Medicare laws for reimbursement are currently undergoing a 
significant change that affects reimbursement to all Medical Centers. Medicare 
soon will not reimburse for patient care given by an unlicensed healthcare 
provider. This would reduce the Federal dollars to our state as Medicare is 
reformed en this important point. 

Thank you for your consideration on this important issue. 

~~~~===~~~~~~ _____ ,.MD 
Signature JamesC. p M 

Printed Name 

Ollf, Me -_t.lano."..,v. eMlai'lc; "--.......... -



FBb-08-2010 OS:09pm Frcm-KMCWC RESPIRATORY CARE 80B 9BS 6730 T-4B2 P.013/014 F-l05 

To: Senate Committees an Health & Commerce & Consumer Protection 
Committee on Health 
Senator David Y. Ige, Chair 
Senator Josh Gte.n, MD, Vice Chair 
Committee on Commerce & Consumer Proteotion 
Senatar Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair 
Senator David Y. Ige, VIce Chair 

RE: Senate Bill 2600 relating to Healthcare 

Chairs and Committee Members: 

I support the intent of bill Senate Bill 2600 relating to the regulation of 
Respiratory Care. 

There is little question whether the need of oversight is necessary for the 
profession of Respiratory Care Praditionerst as evidenced by the fact 
that forty.eight of our fifty states have oversight protection. 

From a safety standpoint, if a barber or beautician is required to be 
licensed, the practice of respiratory care is far more invasive and an 
error can be far more damaging to a patient. 

The bottDm line is the sooner this issue is resolved, the soener a firewall 
is installed against Respiratory Practitioners that have lost their 
privileges in other states from applying for a position in Hawaii. 

Thank you for your kind attention. 



02/08/2010 00:45 8085377832 QMC RESPIRATORY CARE PAGE 02/02 

.. ' 

To: Senate Committees on Health & Commerce & Consumer Protection 
Committee on Health . 
Senator David Y. 1ge, Chair 
Senator Josh Green, rinD, Vice Chair 
Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection 
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair 
Senator David Y. Ige, Vice Chair 

Hearing: Tuesday, February 9th
, 2010 @9:00 am 

RE: Senate Bill 2600 relating to Healthcare 

Chairs and Committee Members·: 

I support the intent of bill Senate Bill 2600 relating to the regulation of 
Respiratory Care. 

There is little question whether the need of oversight is necessary for the 
profession of Respiratory Care Practitioners, as evidenced by the fact 
that forty-eight of our fifty states have oversight protection. 

From a safety standpoint, if a barber or beautician is required to be 
licensed, the practice of respiratory care is far more invasive and an 
error can be far more damaging to a patient. 

The bottomHne is the sooner this issue is resolved, the sooner a firewall 
is installed against Respiratory Practitioners that have lost their 
privileges in other states from applying for a position in Hawaii. 

Thank you for your kind attention. 

( 

,,' . 
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To: Senate Committees on Health & Commerce & Consumer Protection 
Committee on Health . 
Senator David Y. Ige, Chair 
Senator Josh Green, MD, Vice Chair 
Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection 
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair 
Senator David Y. Iges Vice Chair 

Hearing: Tuesday, February 9th
, 2010 @9:00 am 

RE: Senate Bill 2600 relating to Healthcare 

Chairs and Committee Members·: 

I support the intent of bill Senate Bill 2600 relating to the regulation of 
Respiratory Care. 

There is little question whether the need of oversight is necessary for the 
profession of Respiratory Care Practitioners, as evidenced by the fact 
that forty-eight of our fifty states have oversight protection. 

From a safety standpoint, if a barber or beautician is required to be 
licensed, the practice of respiratory care is far more invasive and an 
error can be far more damaging to a patient. 

The bottom line is the sooner this issue is resolved, the sooner a firewall 
is installed against Respiratory Practitioners that have lost their 
privileges in other states from applying for a position in Hawaii. 

Thank you for your kind attention. 

I 



02/08/2010 00:54 8085377832 QMC RESPIRATORV CARE 

To: Senate Committees on Health & Commerce & Consumer Protection 
Committee on Health 
Senator David Y. Ige, Chair 
Senator Josh Green, MD, Vice Chair 
Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection 
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair 
Senator David Y. Ige, Vice Chair 

Hearing: Tuesday, February 9th, 2010 @ 9:00 am 

RE: Senate Bill 2600 relating to Healthcare 

Chairs and Committee Members·: 

PAGE 03/03 

I support the intent of bill Senate em 2600 relating to the regulation of 
Respiratory Care. 

There is little question whether the need of oversight is necessary for the 
profession of Respiratory Care Practitioners, as evidenced by the fact 
that forty ... eight of our fifty states have oversight protection. 

From a safety standpoint if a barber or beautician is required to be 
licensed, the practice of respiratory care is far more invasive and an 
error can be far more damaging to a patient. 

The bottom line is the sooner this issue is resolved, the sooner a firewall 
is installed against Respiratory Practitioners that have lost their 
privileges in other states from applying for a position in Hawaii. . 

Thank you for your kind attention. 

(,{L TT 



Fab-08-2010 03:08pm From-KMCWC RESPIRATORY CARE 808 983 6730 T-482 P.007/014 F-l05 

To: Senate Committees on Health & Commerce & Consumer Protectian 
Committee on Health 
Senator David Y. Ige, Chair 
Senator Josh Green, MD, Vice Chair 
Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection 
Senator RDsalyn H. Baker. Chair 
Senator David Y. Ige, Vice Chair 

RE: Senate Bill 2600 relating to Healthcare 

Chairs and Committee Members: 

I support the intent of bill Senate Bill 2600 relating to the regulation of 
Respiratory Care. 

There is little question whether the need of oversight is necessary for the 
profession of Respiratory Care Practitioners, as evidenced by the fact 
that forty...eight of our fifty states have oversight protection. 

From a safety standpoint, if a barber or beautician is required to be 
licensed. the practice of respiratolY care is far more invasive and an 
error Can be far more damaging to a patient. 

The bottom line is the socner this issue is resolved, the sooner a firewall 
is installed against Respiratory Practitioners that have lost their 
privileges in other states from applying for a position in Hawaii. 

Thank you for your kind attention. 



Feb-OS-lOIO 03:09pm From-KMCWC RESPIRATORY CARE 
SOS 9S3 6730 T-4Sl P.0141014 F-IOc 

To: Senate Committees an Health & Commerce & Consumer Protection 
Committee on Health 
Senator David V. Ige, Chair 
Senator Josh Greeft, MD, Vice Chair 
Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection 
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair 
Senator David Y. Ige, Vice Chair 

RE: Senate Bill 2600 relating to Healthcare 

Chairs and Committee Members: 

I support the intent af bill Senate Bill 2600 relating to the regulation of 
Respiratory Care. 

There is little question whether the need of oversight is necessary for the 
profession af Respiratory Care Practitioners, as evidenced by the fact 
that forty-eight of our fifty states have oversight protection. 

From a safety standpoint, if a barber Dr beautician is required to be 
licensed. the practice of respiratory care is far more invasive and an 
error can be far more damaging to a patient. 

The bottom line is the sooner this issue is resolved, the sooner a firewall 
is instaJled against Respiratory Practitioners that have lost their 
privileges in other states from applying for a position in Hawaii. 

Thank you for your kind attention. 



Feb-08-2010 03:09pm From-KMCWC RESPIRATORY CARE 
808 983 6730 T-482 P.012/014 F-l05 

To: Senate Committees on Health & Commerce & Consumer Protection 
Committee on Health 
Senator David Y. Ige, Chair . 
Senator Josh Greel'l, MD., Vice Chair 
Committee on Commaree & Consumer Protection 
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair 
Senator David Y. Ige. Vice Chair 

RE: Senate Bill 2600 relating to Healthcare 

Chairs and Committee Members: 

I support the intent of bill Senate Bill 2600 relating to the regulation of 
Respiratory Care. 

There is little question whether the need of oversight is necessary fer the 
profession of Respiratory Care Practitionersf as evidenced by the fact 
that forty-eight of our fifty states have oversight protection. 

From a safety standpOint, if a barber or beautician is required to be 
licensed, the practice of respiratory care is far more invasive and an 
error can be far more damaging to a patient. 

The bottom line is the sooner this issue is resolved, the sooner a firewall 
is instaJled against Respiratory Praditioners that have lost their 
privileges in other states from applying for a position in Hawaii. 

Thank you for your kind attention. 



Feb-08-2010 03:08pm From-KMCWC RESPIRATORY CARE 
808 983 6730 T-482 P.0081014 F-105 

To: Senate Committees on Health & Commerce & Consumer Protectian 
Committee on Health 
Senator David Y. Ige, Chair 
Senator Josh Green, MD, Vice Chair 
Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection 
,Senator Rosalyn H. Baker. Chair 
Senator David Y. Ige, Vice Chair 

RE: Senate Bill 2600 relating to Healthcare 

Chairs and Committee Members: 

I support the intent of bill Senate Bill 2600 relating to the regulation of 
Respiratory Care. 

There is little question whether the need of oversight is necessary for the 
profession of Respiratory Care Practitioners, as evidenced by the fact 
that forty .. eight of our fifty states have oversight protection. 

From a safety standpoint, if a barber or beautician is required to be 
licensed, the practice of respiratory care is far more invasive and an 
error can be far more damaging to a patient. 

The bottom line is the sooner this issue is resolved, the sooner a firewall 
is installed against Respiratory Practitioners that have lost their 
privileges in other states from applying for a position in Hawaii. 

Thank you for your kind attention. 



Feb-OS-2010 03:09pm From-KMCWC RESPIRATORY CARE 
soa 983 8730 T-482 P.009/014 F-105 

To: Senate Committees on Health & Commerce & Consumer Protection 
Committee on Health 
Senamr David Y. Ige, Chair 
Senator Josh Green, MD, Vice Chair 
Committee on Commerce & Consumer ProteGtion 
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair 
Senator David Y. Ige. Vice Chair 

RE: Senate Bill 2600 relating to Healthcare 

Chairs and Committee Members: 

I support the intent of bill Senate Bill 2600 relating to the regulation of 
Respiratory Care. 

There is little question whether the need of oversight is necessary for the 
profession of Respiratory Care Practitioners, as evidenced by the fact 
that forty-eight of our fifty states have oversight protection. 

From a safety standpoint, jf a barber or beautician is required to be 
licensed, the practice af respiratory care is far more invasive and an 
error can be far more damaging to a patient. 

The bottom line is the sooner this issue is resolved, the sooner a firewall 
is installed against Respiratory Practitioners that have lost their 
privileges in other states from applying for a position in Hawaii. 

Thank you far your kind attention. 



--_ .. _.-.. - --_.-.,-

To: Senate Committee on Health & Commerce & Consumer Protection 

Committee on Health 
Senator David V. Ige, Chair 
Senator Josh Green, MD Vice Chair 

Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection 
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair 
Senator David V.lge, Vice Chair 

Hearing: Tuesday, February 9, 2009 @ 9:00 a.m. RM 22·9 

Re: sS' 2600 Relating to Healthcare 

I strongly support the intent of 882600 to regulate the practice of 
respiratory care in Hawaii. 

Signat 

• As Physician's patienHoads are increasing. especially on the neighbor 
islands, they are relying on Respiratory Care Practitioners more than ever, to 
manage their most challenging patients, those with pulmonary diseases, 
including Asthma, CO PO and respiratory pandemics such as SARS and H1 N1. 

• Federal Medicare laws for reimbursement are currently undergoing a . 
significant change that affects reimbursement to all Medical Centers. Medicare 
soon will not reimburse for patient care given by an unllcensed health care 
provider. This would reduce the Federal dollars to our state as Medicare is 
reformed on this iI'nportant paint. 

'.=_I..,:,on this important issue. 

..... 

. ~ ... 

'," , 



Feb-08-2010 03:09pm From-KMCWC RESPIRATORY CARE 
80B 9B3 6730 T-4B2 P.Oll/014 F-105 

To: Senate Committees on Health & Commerce & Consumer Protection 
Committee on Health 
Senator David Y. Ige, Chair 
Senator Josh Gteen, MD, Vice Chair 
Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection 
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker. Chair 
Senator David Y. Ige, Vice Chair 

RE: Senate Bill 2600 relating to Healthcare 

Chairs and Committee Members: 

J support the intent of bill Senate Bill 2600 relating to the regulation of 
Respiratory Care. 

There is little question whether the need of oversight is necessary for the 
profession of Respiratory Care Praditlonerst as eVidenced by the fact 
that forty-eight of our fifty states have oversight protection. 

From a safety standpoint, if a barber or beautician is required to be 
licensed. the practice of respiratory care is far more invasive and an 
error can be far more damaging to a patient. 

The bottom fine is the sooner this issue is resolved, the sooner a firewall 
is installed against Respiratory Practitioners that have lost their 
privileges in other states from applying for a position in Hawaii. 

Thank you for your kind attention. 



Feb-08-2010 03:09pm From-KMCWC RESPIRATORY CARE 
808 983 6730 T-482 P.Ol0/014 F-l05 

To: Senate Committees on Health a Commerce & Consumer Protection 
Committee on Health 
Senator David Y. Ige, Chair 
Senator Josh Green, MD, Vice Chair 
Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection 
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair 
Senator David Y. 1ge. Vice Chair 

RE: Senate Bill 2600 relating to Healthcare 

Chairs and Committee Members: 

I stJPportthe intent of bill Senate 81112600 relating to the regulation of 
Respiratory Care. 

There is little question whether the need of oversight is necessary for the 
profession of Respiratory Care Practitioners. as evidenced by the fact 
that forty-elght of our fifty states have oversight protection. 

From a safety standpoin~ if a barber or beautician is required to be 
licensed, the practice of respiratory care is far more invasive and an 
error can be far more damaging to a patient. 

The bottom line is the sooner this issue is resolved, the sooner a firewall 
is installed against Respiratory Practitioners that have lost their 
privileges in other states from applying for a position in Hawaii. 

Thank you for your kind attention. 
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