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Testimony in Support of SB 2600

To: CPC and Health Committees, Senator Baker, Chair CPC and Senator Ige, Chair
Health
From: Ed Borza, RRT-NPS, CPFT, President HSRC

Committee Chairs, Vice Chairs and members of the committees,

[ am testifying in support of SB 2600 to license and regulate respiratory therapists
(RTs) in Hawaii. RTs are involved in the care of the most critical patients in
Hawaii’s healthcare system and also are critical in the continuum of care as
homecare providers, patient educators and advocates for lung health. It is critical
that the consumers and patients in Hawaii have the same protections afforded to
consumers of 48 other states, the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico. Because we
are among the last states (with Alaska) to recognize and regulate the profession,
there is a possibility of unethical or incompetent RT’s coming from other states and
harming our patients. There is also the risk that an unscrupulous therapist could
move from hospital to hospital within our state.

RTs are involved with the most critically ill patients in Emergency departments and
Intensive care units, including pediatric and newborn intensive care. They are
primarily responsible for operating life-support equipment and assisting with, and
performing, invasive procedures such as arterial punctures and artificial airway
placement. RT’s also administer medications and medical gasses that have the
potential to harm a patient if not correctly or safely administered.

It has sometimes been suggested that hospitals police the profession sufficiently by
requiring national credentials and doing “background” checks, but there is evidence
that this system is not always able to screen adequately. In Hawaii, employers are
not given access to licensing board decisions in many mainland jurisdictions
because we don’t have a state licensing authority. The lack of a license in Hawaii
also means that Hawaii based RTs would not be eligible to apply for Federal disaster
relief teams and may be restricted from providing certain Medicare services if
regulations mandate services be provided by licensed professionals.

This bill is not meant to restrict the practices of other healthcare professionals
whose duties and scopes overlap with the RTs. Nurses will often administer oxygen,
for instance, and no patient should have to wait for rescue because of concerns
about licenses or scopes of practice. The HSRC would like to recommend a few



minor amendments to the Bill to address clarification and add some needed
exemptions.

1. Definition item 1: Clarify and standardize to read “licensed respiratory
therapist” (strike “care”).

2. Exemption clauses:

a. Durable Medical Equipment providers- "The delivery, assembly,
setup, testing, and demonstration of oxygen and aerosol equipment
upon the order of a physician. Provided however that no person
providing such services shall be authorized to assess such
patients, develop care plans, instruct patients in talking treatment,
or discuss the hazards, administration or side effects of medication
with patients."

b. Overlapping duties with other healthcare professionals(nurses,
physical therapists, polysomnographers, etc.)- “This bill is not
intended to restrict the practice of other licensed or credentialed
healthcare practitioners practicing within their own recognized
scope(s) of practice.”

3. Continuing Education: while the National Board for Respiratory Care (NBRC)
requires continuing education for RTs credentialed after 2002, the state
should mandate continuing education for all licensed RTs. The HSRC
recommends a minimum of 6 hours per year.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Aloha, Ed Borza, RRT-NPS, CPFT



82/08/20180 70:43 8085377832 GMC RESPIRATORY CARE PAGE B2/83

= _ THE QUEEN'S MEDICAL CENTER

1301 Punchbow! Street = Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 = Phone [808) 5389011 = FAX: (808) 547-4646 = www.queens.org

To: Senate Committee on Health & Commercé & Consumer Protection

Committee on Health
Senator David Y. lge, Chair
Senator Josh Green, MD Vice Chair

Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection
Senator Rasalyn H. Baker, Chair
Senator David Y. Ige, Vice Chair

Hearing: Tuesday, February 9, 2009 @ 9:00 a.m. RM 229

Re: SB 2600 Relating to Healthcare

I strongly support the intent of SB2600 to regulate the practice of
respiratory care in Hawaii.

¢ As Physician's patient-loads are increasing, especially on the neighbor
islands, they are relying on Respiratory Care Practitioners more than ever, to
manage their most challenging patients, those with pulmonary diseases,
including Asthma, COPD and respiratory pandemics suich as SARS and H1 N1.

¢ Federal Medicare laws for reimbursement are currently undergoing a
significant change that affects reimbursement to all Medical Centers. Medicare
soon will not reimburse for patient care given by an unlicensed healthcare
provider. This would reduce the Federal dollars {o our state as Medicare is
reformed on this important point.

Thank y your consideration on this important issue,

Scott cher MD, Medical Director

Medical Intensivist Medical Intensive Care Unit

Medical Director Medical Intensive Care Unit

Assistant Professor of Medicine John A. Burns School of Medlcme

University of Hawaii

Founded in 1859 by Queen Emma and King Kamebharneha IV
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To: Senate Committee on Health & Commerce & Consumer Protection

Committee on Health
Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Josh Green, MD Vice Chair

Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair
Senator David Y. Ige, Vice Chair

Hearing: Tuesday, February 9, 2009 @ 9:00 a.m. RM 229

Re: SB 2600 Relating to Healthcare

| strongly support the intent of SB2600 to regulate the practice of
respiratory care in Hawaii.
¢ Federal Medicare laws for reimbursement are currently undergoing a
significant change that affects reimbursement to all Medical Centers. Medicare
soon will not reimburse for patient care given by an unlicensed healthcare
provider. This would reduce the Federal dollars to our state as Medicare is
reformed on this important point. ‘
¢ As Physician's patientloads are increasing, especially on the neighbor
islands, they are relying on Respiratory Care Practitioners more than ever, o
manage their most challenging patients, those with pulmonary diseases,
including Asthma, COPD and respiratory pandemic such as SARS and H1 N1.

Thank you for your conside%y this important issue,

i A,

Christopher A. Fiack, MD, M.P.H., T.M.
Medical Intensivist Medical Intensive Care Unit
Assistant Professor of Medicine John A. Burns School of Medicine

University of Hawaii

Founded in 1859 by Queen Emma and King Kamehameha IV
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To: Senate Committee on Health & Commerce & Consumer Protection

Committee on Health
Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Josh Green, MD Vice Chair

Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair
Senator David Y. lge, Vice Chair

Hearing: Tuesday, February 9, 2009 @ 9:00 a.m. RM 229

Re: SB 2600 Relating to Healthcare

| strongly support the intent of SB2600 to regulate the practice of
respiratory care in Hawaii.

¢ Federal Medicare laws for reimbursement are currently undergoing a
significant change that affects reimbursement to all Medical Centers. Medicare
soon will not reimburse for patient care given by an unlicensed healthcare
provider, This would reduce the Federal dollars to our state as Medicare is
reformed on this important point.

L 4 As Physician's patient-loads are increasing, especially on the neighbor
islands, they are relying on Respiratory Care Practitioners more than ever, {o
manage their most challenging patients, those with pulmonary diseases,
including Asthma, COPD and respiratory pandemic such as SARS and H1 N1,

Thank you fgr your consideration on this important issue,

- -

Gary Kunlyoshi, MD

Medical Intensivist Medical Intensive Care Unit

Assistant Professor of Medicine John A. Burns School of Medicine
University of Hawaii

Founded in 185% by Queen Emma and King Kamehameha IV



82/87/2018 23:55 8685377832 GMC RESPIRATORY CARE PAGE B2/82

1301 Punchbow! Street » Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 = Phone (808) 538-9011 = FAX: (808] 547-4646 = www.queens.org

To; Senate Committee on Health & Commerce & Consumer Protection

Committee on Health
Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Josh Green, MD Vice Chair

Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair
Senator David Y. Ige, Vice Chair

Hearing: Tuesday, February 9, 2009 @ 9:00 a.m. RM 229

Re: SB 2600 Relating to Healthcare

I strongly support the intent of SB2600 to regulate the practice of
respiratory care in Hawaii.

4 As Physician's patient-loads are increasing, especially on the neighbor
islands, they are relying on Respiratory Care Practitioners more than ever, to
manage their most challenging patients, those with pulmonary diseases,
including Asthma, COPD and respiratory pandemics such as SARS and H1 N1.

L 4 Federal Medicare laws for reimbursement are currently undergoing a
significant change that affects reimbursement to all Medical Centers. Medicare
soon will not reimburse for patient care given by an unlicensed healthcare
provider. This would reduce the Federal dollars fo our state as Medicare is
reformed on this important point.

Thank you for your consideration on this important issue.

sl o

Malco aruno
Cardi Intenswlst Cardlac ICU
Queen’'s Medical Center

Founded in 1859 by Queen Emma and King Kamehameha IV
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To: Senate Committee on Health & Commerce & Consumer Protection

Committee on Health
Senator David Y. lge, Chair
Senator Josh Green, MD Vice Chair

Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair
Senator David Y. Ige, Vice Chair

Hearing: Tuesday, February 9, 2009 @ 9:00 a.m. RM 229
Re: SB 2600 Relating to Healthcare

i étrongly support the intent of SB2600 to regulate the practice of
respiratory care in Hawaii.
¢ As Physician’s patient-loads are increasing, especially on the neighbor
islands, they are relying on Respiratory Care Practitioners more than ever, to

manage their most challenging patients, those with pulmonary diseases,
“including Asthma, COPD and respiratory pandemics such as SARS and H1N1.

¢ Federal Medicare laws for reimbursement are currently undergoing a
significant change that affects reimbursement to all Medical Centers. Medicare
soon will not reimburse for patient care given by an unlicensed healthcare
provider. This would reduce the Federal dollars to our state as Medicare is
reformed on this important point.

on this important issue.

MmN

Thank you for your considerati

__—-‘"’-«.
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Print Name

Founded In 1859 by Queen Emma and King Kamehameha IV
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From: HTHTestimony

Sent: Monday, February 08, 2010 12:18 PM

To: CPN Testimony

Subject: FW: Testimony for SB2600 on 2/9/2010 9:00:00 AM
Attachments: HSRCLICTemplate2010#.doc

testimony

————— Original Message-----

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov [mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov]
Sent: Monday, February 08, 2010 12:17 PM

To: HTHTestimony

Cc: msappington@hawaiimedcen.com

Subject: Testimony for SB2600 on 2/9/2010 9:00:00 AM

Testimony for HTH/CPN 2/9/2010 9:00:00 AM SB26600

Conference room: 229

Testifier position: support

Testifier will be present: Yes

Submitted by: Mark Sappington
Organization: Individual

Address: 92-710 Paakai Street Kapolei, HI
Phone: 808-255-5489

E-mail: msappington@hawaiimedcen.com
Submitted on: 2/8/2010

Comments:
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Date 02/08/2010

Testimony to: Senate Committee on Health
Scnator David Y. Ipe, Chair
Senator Josh Green MD Vice Chair
Senate Commiftee on Commerce & Consumer Protection
Scnator Rasalyn H. Baker, Chair
Senator Navid Y. 1ge, Vice Chair

By: Mark Sappinglon RR'L
Manager of Cardivpulmonary Clinical Services
HMC East and West Hospital Campus
LISRC Co-Chair Legislative Committee

Re: SN 2600 ROTATING TO TIRALTIICARY:
Chairs and Committee Members:
I support 8B 2600, which would provide licensing of Respiratory Care Practitioners.

Hawaii is only onc of two Statcs that does not have legislative vversight over the
prolession of Respiratory Care. 'The regulation ol Respiratory Practitioners has become
necessary nation wide duc to the highly technical and complex tasks associated with the
cvolution of the prolession.

In Hawaii:

o  We are in a situation that practitioners who have had their license 1 practice
Respiratory Care reveked in other states can come (o Hawail and practice heve,

o Access to medical care hy Respiratory Care Practitioners under health care relorm
mayhe hindered if federal legislation provide only for “licensed” R'l' providers. This
is very impaortant for our rural papulation.

s DPersons may provide care in TTawaii as an RT without obtaining a national credential
in Respiratory Care

o No CML requiremen! exists 1o provide for ongoing competency 1o a large portion of
practicing Respiratory Therapists.

We realize that the last Auditors Report was opposed licensing with a major part of the
oppositon bascd on cost. Because ol this, we suggest thal licensing be done with a
volunteer 4 board, and aceept our National Credential as a compelency. This would help
in keeping this legislation cost neutral,

What licensing will do is to assure that all respiratory care therapy is done by
pracutioners that arc qualificd with minimum qualilications, which do not now exist,
since itis entirely lelt up w those thut purchase the services.

Thank Yo?ﬂf - ..'_-\——-——-“__‘
" "7 , —



To: Senate Committees on Health & Commerce & Consumer Protection
Committee on Health

Senator David Y. Ige, Chair

Senator Josh Green, MD, Vice Chair

Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection

Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair

Senator David Y. Ige, Vice Chair

RE: Senate Bill 2600 relating to Healthcare
Chairs and Commitiee Members:

| support the intent of bill Senate Bill 2600 relating to the regulation of
Respiratory Care.

There is litile question whether the need of oversight is necessary for the
profession of Respiratory Care Practitioners, as evidenced by the fact
that forty-eight of our fifty states have oversight protection.

From a safety standpoint, if a barber or beautician is required to be
licensed, the practice of respiratory care is far more invasive and an
error can be far more damaging to a patient.

The bottom line is the sooner this issue is resolved, the sooner a firewall
is installed against Respiratory Practitioners that have lost their

privileges in other states from applying for a position in Hawaii.
Thank you for your kind attention.

Sincerely yours,

Joke—

JoanToke RRT



To; Senate Committee on Health & Commerce & Consumer Protection
Comumnittee on Health:
Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Josh Green, MD, Vice Chair
Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protoection:
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair
Senator David Y. Ige, Vice Chair

Re: Senate Bill 2600 relating to Healthcare
Chairs and Committee Members:

I have been a Respiratory Therapist in the State of Hawaii for 25 years. I’'m currently
the Cardiopulmonary Manager at Kuakini Medical Center, and also a member of the
Hawaii Society for Respiratory Care. My strongest professional desire is for our
community to have the very best Respiratory care, especially as our population ages, and
the challenges to our respiratory health continue to grow. It will not be very long before
those of us providing the respiratory care now will be the recipients of it, and not long
after that ~ our children and their children will need the same care also.

Therefore, I strongly support the intent of Senate bill 2600, relating to the regulation
of Respiratory Care. As one of the last two states in our Nation not regulating
Respiratory Care, Hawaii is behind in providing oversight protection to ensure the safest,
and best quality care for our residents with respiratory problems.

I do recommend the content of the bill be revised to broaden the exemptions related to
other health care workers currently providing respiratory care, and also promote the

adoption of continuing education requirements. I appreciate your attention to this very
important matter, and epcourage you to pursue this very important bill. Thank you!

ot Ut

Lisa Vidinha, RRT



[ support SB 2600. My name is Steve Camara and | have been a
Respiratory Care Practitioner for over a decade at many hospitals
in Honolulu. | know first hand the need for action on this Bill. |
befriended a Respiratory Practioner from the Mainland that shared
with me some disturbing news. He told me that his California
license was pulled after a Domestic Violence Complaint had been
lodged against him by his live in girifriend. He told me that he

had two options for work; Alaska and Hawaii, the only two states
that do not have Licensure. He said the choice to freeze or work
in Paradise was a no brainer. A few months later, his temper
issues flared in the workplace at co-workers. Maybe he is working
in Alaska now. | can't help but wonder how scary it was that this
guy was running life support equipment. In Hawaii, you need a
license to cut hair, but not run life support. Please give us the
tools to protect our Aina from bottom tier Respiratory Practioners
running from their past mistakes in the Mainland; as equitable
protection processes screen other important bedside healthcare
professions currently. Thank you for listening.
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To: Senate Committees on Health & Commerce & Consumer Protection
Committee on Health
Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Josh Green, MD, Vice Chair
Commitiee on Commerce & Consumer Protection
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair
Senator David Y. Ige, Vice Chair

Hearing: Tuesday, February 9, 2010 @ 9:00 am

RE: Senate Bill 2600 relating to Healthcare

Chairs and Committee Members:

| support the intent of bill Senate Bill 2600 relating to the regulation of
Respiratory Care.

There is little question whether the need of oversight is necessary for the
profession of Respiratory Care Practitioners, as evidenced by the fact
that forty-eight of our fifty states have oversight protection.

From a safety standpoint, if a barber or beautician is required to be
licensed, the practice of respiratory care is far more invasive and an
error can be far more damaging to a patient.

The bottom line Is the sooner this issue is resolved, the sooner a firewall
is installed against Respiratory Practitioners that have lost their
privileges in other states from applying for a position in Hawaii.

Thank you for your kind attention.

o 8T

05T 5, Aﬂ%jw
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To: Senate Committees on Health & Commerce & Consumer Protection

Committee on Health

Senator David Y. ige, Chair

Senator Josh Green, MD, Vice Chair

Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair

Senator David Y. Ige, Vice Chair

Hearing: Tuesday, February 8%, 2010 @ 9:00 am

RE: Senate Bill 2600 relating to Healthcare

Chairs and Committee Members:

| support the intent of bill Senate Bill 2600 relating to the regulation of
Respiratory Care.

There is little question whether the need of oversight is necessary for the
profession of Respiratory Care Practitioners, as evidenced by the fact
that forty-eight of our fifty states have oversight protection.

From a safety standpoint, if a barber or beautician is required to be
licensed, the practice of respiratory care is far more invasive and an
error can be far more damaging to a patient.

The bottom line is the sooner this issue Is resolved, the sooner a firewall
is installed against Respiratory Practitioners that have lost their
privileges in other states from applying for a position in Hawaii.

Thank you for your kind attention.

//M %/M‘ﬁ T

JANE (oo h
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To: Senate Committees on Health & Commerce & Consumer Protection
Comnmittee on Health .
Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Josh Green, MD, Vice Chair
Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair
Senator David Y. Ige, Vice Chalir

Hearing: Tuesday, February 8™, 2010 @ 9:00 am

RE: Senate Bill 2600 relating to Healthcare

Chairs and Commitiee Members:

I support the intent of bill Senate Bill 2600 relating to the regulation of
Respiratory Care.

There is little question whether the need of oversight is necessary for the
profession of Respiratory Care Practitioners, as evidenced by the fact
that forty-eight of our fifty states have oversight protection.

From a safety standpoint, if a barber or beautician is required to be
licensed, the practice of respiratory care is far more invasive and an
error can be far more damaging to a patient.

The bottom line is the sooner this issue is resolved, the sooner a firewall

is installed against Respiratory Practitioners that have lost their
privileges in other states from applying far a position in Hawaii.

Thank you for your kind attention,

’Z‘afbﬁ) 9//% RRT”
7‘67//9077L \?///%WI
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To: Senate Committees on Health & Commerce & Consumer Protection
Committee on Health
Senator David Y. ige, Chalr
Senator Josh Green, MD, Vice Chair
Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair
Senator David Y. Ige, Vice Chair

Hearing: Tuesday, February 9", 2010 @ 9:00 am

RE: Senate Bill 2600 relating to Healthcare

Chairs and Committee Members:

| support the intent of bill Senate Bill 2600 relating to the regulation of
Respiratory Care,

There is little question whether the need of oversight is necessary for the
profession of Respiratory Care Practitioners, as evidenced by the fact
that forty-eight of our fifty states have oversight protection.

From a safety standpoint, if a barber or beautician is required to be
licensed, the practice of respiratory care is far more invasive and an
error can be far more damaging to a patient.

The bottom line is the sooner this issue is resolved, the sooner a firewall
is installed against Respiratory Practitioners that have lost their
privileges in other states from applying for a position in Hawai. -

Thank you for your kind attention.

s LKT
/\[/U/}ﬂ & Soeder FHT
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To: Senate Committees on Health & Commerce & Consumer Protection
Commiittee on Health
Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Josh Green, MD, Vice Chair
Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair
Senator David Y. Ige, Vice Chalir

Hearing: Tuesday, February o', 2010 @ 9:00 am

RE: Senate Bill 2600 relating to Healthcare

Chairs and Committee Members:

| support the intent of bill Senate Bill 2600 relating to the regulation of
Respiratory Care.

There is litfle question whether the need of oversight is necessary for the
profession of Respiratory Care Practitioners, as evidencad by the fact
that forty-eight of our fifty states have oversight protection.

From a safety standpoint, if a barber or beautician is required to be
licensed, the practice of respiratory care is far more invasive and an
error can be far more damaging to a patient.

The bottom line is the sooner this issue is resolved, the sooner a firewall
is installed against Respiratory Practitioners that have lost their
privileges in other states from applying for a position in Hawaii.

Thank you for your kind attention.

MV‘/@/M&) ART

%() Pe,umﬁ\vl Q \/\\’“ Yo Q
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To: Senate Committees on Health & Commerce & Consumer Protection
Committee on Health
Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Josh Green, MD, Vice Chair
Commiitee on Commerce & Consumer Protection
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair
Senator David Y, lge, Vice Chalir

Hearing: Tuesday, February 9, 2010 @ 9:00 am

RE: Senate Bill 2600 relating to Healthcare

Chairs and Committee Members:

| support the intent of bill Senate Bill 2600 relating to the regulation of
Respiratory Care.

There is litlle question whether the need of oversight is necessary for the
profession of Respiratory Care Practitioners, as evidenced by the fact
that forty-eight of our fifty states have oversight protection.

From a safety standpoint, if a barber or beautician is required to be
licensed, the practice of respiratory care is far more invasive and an
error can be far more damaging to a patient. |

The bottom line is the sooner this issue is resolved, the sooner a firewall
is installed against Respiratory Practitioners that have lost their
privileges in other states from applying for a position in Hawaii.

Thank-you for your kind attention.

‘ZJ/ o, oo

forn| LEE
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To: Senate Committees on Health & Commerce & Consumer Protection
Committee on Health '
Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Josh Green, MD, Vice Chair
Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair
Senator David Y. lge, Vice Chair

Hearing: Tuesday, February 8%, 2010 @ 9:00 am

RE: Senate Bill 2600 relating to Healthcare

Chairs and Committee Members:

I support the intent of bill Senate Bill 2600 relating to the regulation of
Respiratory Care.

There is little question whether the need of oversight is necessary for the
profession of Respiratory Care Practitioners, as evidenced by the fact
that forty-eight of our fifty states have oversight protection.

From a safety standpoint, if a barber or beautician is required to be
licensed, the practice of respiratory care is far more invasive and an
error can be far more damaging to a patient.

The bottom line is the sooner this issue is resolved, the sooner a firewall
is installed against Respiratory Practitioners that have lost their
privileges in other states from applying for a position in Hawaii. -

Thank you for your kind attention.
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To: Senate Committees on Health & Commerce & Consumer Protection
Committee on Health ‘
Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Josh Green, MD, Vice Chair
Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair
Senator David Y. Ige, Vice Chair

Hearing: Tuesday, February 9", 2010 @ 9:00 am

RE: Senate Bill 2600 relating to Healthcare

Chairs and Committee Members;

| support the intent of bill Senate Bill 2600 relating to the regulation of
Respiratory Care.

There is little question whether the need of oversight is necessary for the
profession of Respiratory Care Practitioners, as evidenced by the fact
that forty-eight of our fifty states have oversight protection,

From a safety standpoint, if a barber or beautician is required to be
licensed, the practice of respiratory care is far more invasive and an
error can be far more damaging to a patient.

The bottom line is the sooner this issue is resolved, the sooner a firewall
is instailed against Respiratory Practitioners that have lost their
ptivileges in other states from applying for a position in Hawaii.

Thank you for your kind attention.

Woririi PAl e T

ylrqinia R Al
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To: Senate Committees on Health & Commerce & Consumer Protection
Committee on Health '
Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Josh Green, MD, Vice Chair
Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair
Senator David Y. Ige, Vice Chair

Hearing: Tuesday, February 9™, 2010 @ 9:00 am

RE: Senate Bill 2600 relating to Healthcare

Chairs and Committee Members:

| support the intent of bill Senate Bill 2600 relating fo the regulation of
Respiratory Care.

There is little question whether the need of oversight is necessary for the
profession of Respiratory Care Practitioners, as evidenced by the fact
that forty-eight of our fifty states have oversight protection.

From a safety standpoint, if a barber or beautician is required to be
licensed, the practice of respiratory care is far more invasive and an
error can be far more damaging to a patient.

The bottom line is the sooner this issue is resolved, the sooner a firewall
is installed against Respiratory Practitioners that have lost their
privileges in other states from applying for a position in Hawaii. -

Thank you for your kind attention.

Ruse W\avyb/ﬂswffa
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To: Senate Committees on Health & Commerce & Consumer Protection

Committee on Health

Senator David Y. Ige, Chair

Senator Josh Green, MD, Vice Chair

Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair

Senator David Y. Ige, Vice Chair

Hearing: Tuesday, February 9%, 2010 @ 9:00 am

RE: Senate Bill 2600 relating to Healthcare

Chairs and Committee Members:

I support the intent of bill Senate Bill 2600 relating to the regulation of
Respiratory Care.

There is little question whether the need of oversight is nécessafy for the
profession of Respiratory Care Practitioners, as evidenced by the fact
that forty-eight of our fifty states have oversight protection.

From a safety standpoint, if a barber or beautician is required to be
licensed, the practice of respiratory care is far more invasive and an
error can be far more damaging to a patient.

The bottom line is the sooner this issue is resolved, the sdoner a firewall
~ is installed against Respiratory Practitioners that have lost their
privileges in other states from applying for a position in Hawaii,

Thank you for your kind attention.

LSNETE G, Atxzao R
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To: Senate Committees on Health & Commerce & Coﬁsu_mer Protection

Committee on Health .

Senator David Y. Ige, Chair

Senator Josh Green, MD, Vice Chair

Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protfection
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair

Senator David Y. Ige, Vice Chair

Hearing: Tuesday, February 9%, 2010 @ 9:00 am

RE: Senate Bill 2600 relating to Healthcare

Chairs and Committee Members:

I support the intent of bill Senate Bill 2600 relating to the regulation of
Respiratory Care.

There is little question whether the need of oversight is necessary for the
profession of Respiratory Care Practitioners, as evidenced by the fact
that forty-eight of our fifty states have oversight protection.

From a safety standpoint, if a barber or beautician is required to be
licensed, the practice of respiratory care is far more invasive and an
error can be far more damaging to a patient.

The bottom line is the sooner this issue is resolved, the sooner a firewall
is installed against Respiratory Practitioners that have lost their
privileges in other states from applying for a position in Hawaii.

Thank you for your kind attention.

. (B =/
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To: Senate Committees on Health & Commerce & Consumer Protection
Committee on Health ,
Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Josh Green, MD, Vice Chair
Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection
Senator Rosalyn H, Baker, Chair
Senator David Y. Ige, Vice Chair

Hearing: Tuesday, February 8, 2010 @ 9:00 am

RE: Senate Bill 2600 relating to Healthcare

Chairs and Committee Members:

| support the intent of bill Senate Bill 2600 relating to the regulation of
Respiratory Care.

There is little question whether the need of oversight is necessary for the
profession of Respiratory Care Practitioners, as evidenced by the fact
that forty-eight of our fifty states have oversight protection.

From a safety standpoint, if a barber or beautician is required to be
licensed, the practice of respiratory care is far more invasive and an
error can be far more damaging to a patient.

The bottom line is the sooner this issue is resolved, the sooner a firewall
is installed against Respiratory Practitioners that have lost their
privileges in other states from applying for a position in Hawaii.

Thank you for your kind attention.
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To: Senate Committees on Health & Commerce & Consumer Protection

Committee on Health

Senator David Y. Ige, Chair

Senator Josh Green, MD, Vice Chair

Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair

Senator David Y. Ige, Vice Chair

Hearing: Tuesday, February 9", 2010 @ 9:00 am

RE: Senate Bill 2600 relating to Healthcare

Chairs and Committee Members:

| support the intent of bill Senate Bill 2600 relating to the regulation of
Respiratory Care.

There is little question whether the need of oversight is necessary for the
profession of Respiratory Care Practitioners, as evidenced by the fact
that forty-eight of our fifty states have oversight protection.

From a safety standpoint, if a barber or beautician is required to be
licensed, the practice of respiratory care is far more invasive and an
error can be far more damaging to a patient.

The bottom line is the sooner this issue is resolved, the sooner a firewall
is installed against Respiratory Practitioners that have lost their
privileges in other states from applying for a position in Hawaii.-

Thank you for your kind attention.
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To: Senate Committees on Health & Commerce & Consumer Protection
' Committee on Health
Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Josh Green, MD, Vice Chair
Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair
Senator David Y. Ige, Vice Chair -

Hearing: Tuesday, February 9%, 2010 @ 9:00 am

RE: Senate Bill 2600 relating to Healthcare

Chairs and Committee Members:

I support the intent of bill Senate Bill 2600 relating to the regulation of
Respiratory Care. ‘

There is little question whether the need of oversight is necessafy for the
profession of Respiratory Care Practitioners, as evidenced by the fact
that forty-eight of our fifty states have oversight protection.

From a safety standpoint, if a barber or beautician is required to be
licensed, the practice of respiratory care is far more invasive and an
error can be far more damaging to a patient.

The bottom line is the sooner this issue is resolved, the sooner a firewall
is installed against Respiratory Practitioners that have lost their
privileges in other states from applying for a position in Hawaii.-

Thank you for your kind attention.
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To: Senate Committees on Health & Commerce & Cons_umer Protection

Committee on Health ,

Senator David Y. Ige, Chair

Senator Josh Green, MD, Vice Chair

Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair

Senator David Y. Ige, Vice Chair

Hearing: Tuesday, February 9%, 2010 @ 9:00 am

RE: Senate Bill 2600 relating to Healthcare

Chairs and Committee Members;

I support the intent of bill Senate Bill 2600 relating to the regulation of
Respiratory Care.

There is little question whether the need of oversight is necessary for the
profession of Respiratory Care Practitioners, as evidenced by the fact
that forty-eight of our fifty states have oversight protection.

~ From a safety standpoint, if a barber or beautician is required to be
licensed, the practice of respiratory care is far more invasive and an
error can be far more damaging to a patient.

The bottom line is the sooner this issue is resolved, the sooner a firewall
is installed against Respiratory Practitioners that have lost their
privileges in other states from applying for a position in Hawaii.

Thank you for your kind attention.
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To: Senate Committees on Health & Commerce & Consumer Protection
Committee on Health
Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Josh Green, MD, Vice Chair
Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair
Senator David Y. Ige, Vice Chair

Hearing: Tuesday, February 9", 2010 @ 9:00 am

RE: Senate Bill 2600 relating to Healthcare

Chairs and Committee Members:

| support the intent of bill Senate Bill 2600 relating to the regulation of
Respiratory Care.

There is little question whether the need of oversight is necessafy for the
profession of Respiratory Care Practitioners, as evidenced by the fact
that forty-eight of our fifty states have oversight protection.

From a safety standpoint, if a barber or beautician is required to be
licensed, the practice of respiratory care is far more invasive and an
error can be far more damaging to a patient.

The bottom line is the sooner this issue is resolved, the sooner a firewall
is installed against Respiratory Practitioners that have lost their
privileges in other states from applying for a position in Hawaii. -

Thank you for your kind attention.

Dl Jﬁﬂ@ et

L«hlm ?M\”“‘b’kD BT




n2/@87/2818 208:18 8085377832 GMC RESPIRATORY CARE PAGE 18/21

To: Senate Committees on Health & Commerce & Consumer Protection
Committee on Health '
Senator David Y. lge, Chair
Senator Josh Green, MD, Vice Chair
Commiittee on Commerce & Consumer Protection
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair
Senator David Y. lge, Vice Chair

Hearing: Tuesday, February 9'", 2010 @ 9:00 am

RE: Senate Bill 2600 relating to Healthcare

Chairs and Committee Members:

| support the intent of bill Senate Bill 2600 relating to the regulation of
Respiratory Care.

There is little question whether the need of oversight is necessary for the
profession of Respiratory Care Practitioners, as evidenced by the fact
that forty-eight of our fifty states have oversight protection.

From a safety standpoint, if a barber or beautician is required to be
licensed, the practice of respiratory care is far more invasive and an
error can be far more damaging to a patient.

The bottom line is the sooner this issue is resolved, the sooner a firewall
is installed against Respiratory Practitioners that have lost their
privileges in other states from applying for a position in Hawaii.

Thank you for your kind attention.

Mavc ﬁazen{zs
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To: Senate Committees on Health & Commerce & Consumer Protection
Committee on Health . '
Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Josh Green, MD, Vice Chair
Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair
Senator David Y. Ige, Vice Chair

Hearing: Tuesday, February 9", 2010 @ 9:00 am

RE: Senate Bill 2600 relating to Healthcare

Chairs and Committee Members:

| support the intent of bill Senate Bill 2600 relating to the regulation of
Respiratory Care.

There is little question whether the need of oversight is necessafy for the
profession of Respiratory Care Practitioners, as evidenced by the fact
that forty-eight of our fifly states have oversight protection.

From a safety standpoint, if a barber or beautician is required to be
licensed, the practice of respiratory care is far more invasive and an
error can be far more damaging to a patient.

The bottom line is the sooner this issue is resolved, the sooner a firewall
is installed against Respiratory Practitioners that have lost their
privileges in other states from applying for a position in Hawaii.-

Thank you for your kind attention.
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To: Senate Committees on Health & Commerce & Consumer Protection
Committee on Health ‘
Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Josh Green, MD, Vice Chair
Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair
Senator David Y. lge, Vice Chair

Hearing; Tuesday, February 8'", 2010 @ 9:00 am

RE: Senate Bill 2600 relating to Healthcare

Chairs and Committee Members:

| support the intent of bill Senate Bill 2600 relating to the regulation of
Respiratory Care.

There is little question whether the need of oversight is necessary for the
profession of Respiratory Care Practitioners, as evidenced by the fact
that forty-eight of our fifty states have oversight protection.

From a safety standpoint, if a barber or beautician is required to be
licensed, the practice of respiratory care is far more invasive and an
error can be far more damaging to a patient.

The bottom line is the sooner this issue is resolved, the sooner a firewall
is installed against Respiratory Practitioners that have lost their
privileges in other states from applying for a position in Hawaii.-

Thank you for your kind attention.
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My name is Patrick Ariki and I am testifying in strong support of SB2008. This bill
would essentially create a body that would ensure that patients’ access to care will not be
diminished to solely maximize the rate of return for medical insurers.

I have been a practicing physical therapist in Hawaii for over 25 years and am a small
business owner with my own physical therapy practice. So believe me, I know how hard
it is economically, and I know we all have to tighten our belts, but our sacrifices should
not manifest itself in the reduction of necessary patient care.

e In 2003, the average number of physical therapy services utilized by HMSA
participants per episode of injury was 12.9 visits.

e In 2004, HMSA demanded a reduction of the physical therapy benefit and
instituted a “Benefit Maximum Policy,” or in other words they put a limit on how
much physical therapy services they would cover.

o Since then, the average number of physical therapy services utilized by HMSA
participants per episode of injury has dropped to 10.7 visits.

This process in essence is telling the patient, “You need to heal faster,” and we all know
that is just not reasonable or realistic.

In April, HMSA intends to enact an even more restrictive physical therapy services
policy, which would have the following negative effects:

¢ A mainland medical panel reviewing only a file, will be allowed to over ride a
physical therapy request by a local doctor who physically examined the patient.

e Physical therapy benefits may be reduced to 3 — 8 visits per episode of injury.
* The national standard is 6-90 visits per episode of injury.

o [t creates a classification system that rewards providers who render the least
amount of care, under the guise of rewarding “efficiency.”

In the majority of cases, we are unable to achieve maximum recovery. This type of
indiscriminate policy changes are unfair and unhealthy to the patient.

I urge you to pass this bill to create a body to over see these policies that may be
detrimental to patient care. Medical insurers deserve to make a profit, but not on the

backs of small business and especially not in spite of their patients’ health.

* Guide to Physical Therapist Practice Second Edition
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From: HTHTestimony

Sent: Monday, February 08, 2010 12:12 PM

To: CPN Testimony

Subject: FW.: Testimony for SB2600 on 2/9/2010 9:00:00 AM
Attachments: Senate Bill 2600-James White.pages

Testimony for tom

----- Original Message-----

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov [mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov]
Sent: Monday, February 08, 2016 12:05 PM

To: HTHTestimony

Cc: kimo-n-flumps@hawaii.rr.com

Subject: Testimony for SB2600 on 2/9/2010 9:00:00 AM

Testimony for HTH/CPN 2/9/2010 9:00:00 AM SB2600

Conference room: 229

Testifier position: oppose

Testifier will be present: Yes
Submitted by: James White

Organization: Individual

Address: 3444 James Street Honolulu, HI
Phone: 8082771658

E-mail: kimo-n-flumps@hawaii.rr.com
Submitted on: 2/8/2010

Comments:



Thomas G Munzlinger, BS, CRT, RPSGT
2807 Park St
Honolulu, HI 96817

Ref: SB 2600 Licensure Bill for Respiratory Therapy

The bill as it presently reads will cause a conflict in areas of overlap responsibilities with
Sleep Medicine. This has already happened in other states (California and New York),
leading to useless, costly and inefficient use of time and resources. Let’s do it right from
the start.

This is a unique opportunity to add needed regulation to two areas of medicine at the
same time. I propose the following amendment:

In the field of Sleep Disorders Medicine, Recognition of the RPSGT and CPSGT
credential of the BRPT as having overlapping responsibility in the use of equipment
designed for the treatment of Sleep Disordered Breathing including, but not limited
to: CPAP, BPAP, VPAP , Adaptive Servo ventilation equipment and oxygen therapy
for diagnostic testing in an accredited Sleep Medicine Facility setting with
competent Medical Direction by a Board Certified Sleep Medicine Physician will be
acceptable.

This will include students enrolled in an AASM approved educational program in
order to sit for the RPSGT or CPSGT credential exam, as long as said students are
overseen in their duties by a credentialed RPSGT or RRT for a period not exceeding
two years.

This will allow competent Polysomnographic Technologists to continue to work
uninhibited, but define a process to follow so that non-trained individuals must either
become trained or leave the field. This has become an area of concern for both
Respiratory Therapy and Polysomnography in Hawaii.

BRPT = Board of Registered Polysomnographic Technologists
AASM = American Academy of Sleep Medicine
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From: CAROL YOSHIMURA [C.YOSHIMURA@kuakini.org]
Sent: Monday, February 08, 2010 1:01 PM

To: CPN Testimony

Subject: FW: SB2600

From: james kohan [mailto:jackohan@hotmail.com]
Sent: Monday, February 08, 2010 11:15 AM

To: Senator Rosalyn Baker

Subject: SB2600

Aloha Senator,

I am the medical director for Pacific Sleep Tech, inc a sleep disorder center with labs in downtown
Honolulu, Aiea and in Hilo.

I have reviewed SB 2600 and kindly request that you reconsider full inclusion requirement of licensed
respiratory therapists to deliver gases and maintain airways, as described in "Item D".

The restriction of this function to licensed respiratory therapists will exclude registered polysomnographer
technicians (RPST) from performing this duty, which is an important function that they routinely perform.
RPST are fully trained to assess, evaluate, and administer positive pressure to maintain patency of the
upper airway of sleep apnea patients. They are likewise capable of administering supplemental 02 if
required. They are fully trained to do this treatments and are always under supervision of a licensed
physician. Full accreditation is under the auspices of The American Academy of Sleep Medicine(AASM).

I have been in sleep medicine since 1982. Therefore I know first hand the predominance of sleep
disorders in our society and the patient load burden which sleep labs are operating under. If SB2600 were
to pass and require registered respiratory therapists alone to perform this duty in the sleep lab, there
would be a dire shortage of therapists in the sleep labs across Hawai'i and stoppage of continued diagnosis
and treatment of sleep apnea,which is undermining the cardiovascular, cognitive and mental health of its
victims.

If 1 can be of any further assistance to discuss this, please don't hesitate to contact me.
Mahalo.
Sincerely,
James "jack" Kohan,

M.D.
352-2501(cell)

Hotmail: Trusted email with Microsoft's powerful SPAM protection. Sign up now.



Feb=08=10 B1:56pm Erom= T=336 P.002/004 F-B36
: S.Wehrmarl

February 8, 2010
Memorandum of Testimony

To: Senate Committee on Health Senator Ige, Chairperson Senator Green, Vice Chair
Senate Committee on Commerce, Senator Baker Chair, Senator Ige, Vice-Chair
From: Stephen F. Wehrman CRT, RRT, CPFT, RPFT, AE-C

Re: Hearing for February 9, 2010 SB 2600 Licensure of Respiratory Therapists

[ have been a Respiratory Therapist for 33 years. | took my training as an RN in Hilo
in the early 1970's and went on to Respiratory school in the mainland since we did
not have a program in Hawaii. I have taught Respiratory Care for 28 years and I've
been the Director of the only program in this state for the last 20 years. I have seen a
lot in my career and ['ve seen a lot of changes in society, in medicine, in healthcare
and in education. One thing hasn't changed: Respiratory Therapists don't have a
license to practice in Hawai.

Alicense to practice defines what a health care professional does and how they are
supposed to do it. When our profession was young, in the 60's and 70's, we didn't
have licenses and what we did was more or less undefined. Our profession grew and
licensure efforts began in the 1980's. I was licensed in California and later in
Washington before [ moved back to Hawaii. We don't have a license here and. it has
not been for lack of trying.

I think that a lot of people know the myths about licensure and not the truths. I came
here today to tell you about the truth and to te]l you why the truth is important.

Myth #1: Licensure is all about turf and protecting your profession.

Fact: Paramedics, RN's, Physicians-all provide critical life-saving therapies for
patients. All have overlapping areas of skill and responsibility. Respiratory
Therapists are members of the lifesaving team. We have no need or desire to take
away from others. We all work together sharing these vital responsibilities.

Bottom Line: Our licensure will have no impact on other professions. They are
our partners not our rivals.

Myth#2: Licensure increases the cost of healthcare and the cost to society.
Fact: The cost of every respiratory care license in the United States is paid by the
Respiratory Therapists. In California this costs $500. In Washington it is $100. Costs
vary from state to state but the facts are simple: the people who want the license
pay for it. A $300 a year license would cost an RT less than 13 per day and less than
most of us make in a day.

Bottom Line: We are willing to make this sacrifice to protect our patients.
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Myth #3: The hospitals will protect the people of Hawaii, so we don't need
licensure.

Fact: Hawaii's hospitals do try to protect people. They do drug testing and
background checks using the State of Hawaii database, | have seen them catch
people who had an outstanding parking ticket or never went to jury duty. I've never
had a graduate rejected by a background check here in Hawaii, however, | have had
graduates who could not obtain a license in another state!

Hawaii employers can check for credentials but they only require unofficial proof
since no license is involved. What they can't do is check for previous license
problems because the National Disciplinary Database is only available to states with
licensure. -

Does this matter? Aside from the obvious big issues, hiring staff that you later
terminate due to background issues costs money.

Bottom Line: Licensure is the only method of regulating health care workers
that can ensure a hiring process that is safe and effective, Mainland
respiratory therapists who lost their license or experienced disciplinary
action try to come to Hawaii!

Myth #4: Nothing bad has happened so what's the big deal?
Fact: Bad things have happened, on the mainland and right here in Hawaii. I'll give
you three examples:

The Angel of Death
A respiratory therapist at Glendale Adventist Hospital in California. He euthanized
elderly patients he felt were kept alive inappropriately. He was arrested and
released for Jack of evidence. The licensure board revoked his license
immediately. It took 4 years to convict this man.

The Pediatric Therapist
He was good with children and volunteered to work with them at his community
hospital. Until he was accused of molesting a young female patient. Threatened with
termination, he fought back and demanded proof. The hospital administration told
him he could resign and they would let him go. What happened? The HR department
at the community hospital could not tell the new employer of their problem because
of the risk of lawsuits and bad publicity. A licensure board would have suspended
his license and investigated. This gentlemen now works at one of the three
hospitals on Oahu that have large pediatric populations.

The Cocaine Fiend
I went to the Big Island to set up additional clinical experiences for my students. My
goal was to get rural community health rotations where students could learn to care
for patients outside the hospital and the urban setting of Oahu. I know the future of
healthcare lies outside the hospital and I know how important it is to provide this
care on the neighbor islands. I had just signed an agreement and come home to
Kaneohe. My mother-in-law called from Waimea to ask me if ] had seen the Tribune
Herald? She informed me that my 'friend' had just been arrested on Mamo St. in Hilo
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for buying cocaine. | immediately canceled the clinical rotation. The judge gave
leniency for this man's role in society and his first-time offense. A license board
would have revoked his license until rehabilitation was proved. It took years of
repeated offenses for the system to remove this man from caring for patients in
their homes. :

Iurge you to pass this bill. Actually, I'm begging you. We've tried for 25 years and
we need your help. It's pretty important. We're not asking for ourselves, we're
asking on behalf of the people we have sworn to care for and protect. The people of
Hawaii are counting on us and we are counting on you.

When | get up in the morning I lock in the mirror and I ask myself if I like the person
I see. I'm usually pretty happy. I hope when you look in the mirror you look happy
knowing that you did something to make life better for the 250,000 people in this
state who suffer from lung diseases.

We took care of Brother [z. We took care of Governor Cayetano. We took care of
Patsy Mink. And we took care of June Jones, and Tadd Fujikawa and we took care of
your loved ones. Who should be taking care of them? People who are trusted.

If you still don't think it is necessary to license my profession, I want you to ask
yourself who takes care of your wife, your mother, or your daughter when they are
sick. Is it someone trusted? Is it a licensed health care provide?

Finally, I want to share what happened when | volunteered to help with Hurricane
Katrina. The United States of America said NO. They said I was not qualified. | was
not licensed. If we had a public health disaster in Hawaii we would only be able to
help at the hospital where we work. We would lose 300 highly trained critical care
workers exactly when we need them most. The United States of America bought life-
support ventilators to use during a disaster. We have them here in Hawaii. The
paramedics are supposed to operate them. Who trained the paramedics?
Respiratory Therapists.
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Testimony in support of SB2600

To: Senate Committee on Health, Senator Ige, Chair and Sen. Green, Vice Chair and
Senate Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection, Sen. Baker, Chair and
Sen. Ige, Vice Chair

Re. Hearing on Feb. 9, 2010 at 9AM, conference room 229

Dear Senators of the committees,

My name is _Takak®  achimuy & and | am a student in the Kapi'olani Community College
Respiratory Care program, scheduled to graduate in June of 2010. As someone still learning

about the profession and hoping to join its' ranks soon, | am strongly in support of the intent of SB
2600. In my studies, | am learning that respiratory therapists (RTs) are critical members of the
healthcare team and that my roll as an RT will mean that patients' lives will be entrusted to me. It
surprised me to learn that almost every other state requires a license to practice RT, but Hawaii
does not require a license or even regulate the profession in any way.

If you could only see what the RTs do in the hospital, or even in the homes of patients, you would
see that there is a risk to the patients if untrained or unethical RTs are allowed to treat our people.
My classmates and | are learning to save lives with some very complicated and sophisticated
eguipment. | have actually helped to teach nursing students and, sometimes, even graduate
nurses about lung health and techniques. We are constantly reminded that we are expected to
be the experts on lung health and life support equipment such as mechanical ventilators.

As a student in the RT profession | urge you to pass SB 2600 and license and regulate
respiratory therapists.

Sincerely,

b fatbumaura,

Student RT

Home Address Wil Hobron LNy #1012

Town, HIl zipcode Honeluiu  HI 96315

F-g38
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Testimony in support of SB2600

To: Senate Committee on Health, Senator lge, Chair and Sen. Green, Vice Chair and
Senate Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection, Sen. Baker, Chair and
Sen. Ige, Vice Chair

Re, Hearing on Feb. 9, 2010 at 9AM, conference room 229

Dear Senators of the committees,

My name is W“ﬁ'@d ﬁn’mnio dJr. and | am a student in the Kapi'olani Community College
Respiratory Care program, scheduled to graduate in June of 2010. As someone siill learning
about the profession and hoping to join its' ranks soon, | am strongly in support of the intent of SB
2600. In my studies, | am learning that respiratory therapists (RTs) are critical members of the
healthcare team and that my roll as an RT will mean that patients’ lives will be entrusted to me. It
surprised me to learn that almost every other state requires a license to practice RT, but Hawaii
does not require a license or even regulate the profession in any way.

If you could only see what the RTs do in the hospital, or even in the homes of patients, you would
see that there is a risk to the patients if untrained or unethical RTs are allowed to {reat our people.
My classmates and | are learning to save lives with some very complicated and sophisticated
equipment. | have actually helped to feach nursing students and, sometimes, even graduate
nurses about lung health and techniques. We are constantly remindad that we are expected to
be the experts on lung health and life support equipment such as mechanical ventilators.

As a student in the RT profession | urge you to pass SB 2600 and license and regulate
respiratory therapists.

Sincerely,

C ) )

Student RT

Home Address 34-3{ Meomany G7-
i Hi. Fesif

Town, Hl zipcode

F-g38
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Testimony in supl.;»ort of SB2600

To: Senate Committee on Health, Senator Ige, Chair and Sen. Green, Vice Chair and
Senate Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection, Sen. Baker, Chair and
Sen. Jge, Vice Chair

Re. Hearing on Feb. 9, 2010 at 9AM, conference room 229

Dear Senators of the commitiees,

My name is Lﬁ 4 \ }kch“m'E"LM AN and | am & student in the Kapi'olani Community Coliege
Respiratory Care program, scheduled fo graduate in June of 2010. As someone still learning
about the profession and hoping to join its’ ranks soon, | am strongly in support of the intent of SB
2600. In my studies, | am learning that respiratory therapists (RTs) are critical members of the
healthcare team and that my roll as an RT will mean that patients’ lives will be entrusied to me. It
surprised me to learn that almost every other state requires a license to practice RT, but Hawai
does not require a license or even regulate the profession in any way.

if you could only see what the RTs do in the hospital, or even in the homes of patients, you would
see that there is a risk to the patients if untrained or unethical RTs are allowed to treat our people.
My classmates and | are learning to save lives with some very complicated and sophisticated
equipment. | have actually helped to teach nursing students and, sometimes, even graduate
nurses about lung health and technigues. We are constantly reminded that we are expected to
be the experts on lung health and life support equipment such as mechanical ventilators.

As a student in the RT profession | urge you to pass SB 2600 and license and regulate
respiratory therapists.

Sincerely,

Student RT

Home Address 204 F Nuuwanw AVe. |5
Town, Hizipcode YIOMolulw. H1 Ab% 1
\

F-638
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Testimony in support of SB2600

To: Senate Committee on Health, Senator Ige, Chair and Sen. Green, Vice Chair and
Senate Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection, Sen. Baker, Chair and
Sen. lge, Vice Chair

Re. Hearing on Feb. 9, 2010 at 9AM, conference room 229

Dear Senators of the commitiees,

My name is V\ﬁ’}' \ﬂ gﬂsalb\ and | am a student in the Kapi'olani Community College
Respiratory Care program, scheduled to graduate in June of 2010. As someone still learning
about the profession and hoping to join its' ranks soon, | am strongly in support of the intent of SB

2600. In my studies, | am learning that respiratory therapists (RTs) are critical members of the
healthcare team and that my roll as an RT will mean that patients’ lives will be entrusted to me. It
surprised me to learn that almost every other state requires a license to practice RT, but Hawaii
does not require & license or even regulate the profession in any way.

If you could only see what the RTs do in the hospital, or even in the homes of patients, you would
see that there is a risk to the patients if unirained or unethical RTs are allowed to treat our people.
My classmates and | are learning to save lives with some very complicated and sophisticated
equipment. | have actually helped to teach nursing students and, sometimes, even graduate
nurses about lung heaith and techniques. We are constantly reminded that we are expected to
be the experis on lung health and life support equipment such as mechanical ventilators.

As a student in the RT profession | urge you o pass SB 2600 and license and regulate
respiratory therapists.

Sincerely,

Student RT

Home AddreSS

béjd’r A?’ra\

Town Hi znpco

HUomtolu ‘ K 9485246

F-638



Feb-08~10  01:58pm  From= T-337 P.002/006 F-538

Testimony in support of SB2600

To: Senate Committee on Health, Senator Ige, Chair and Sen. Green, Vice Chair and
Senate Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection, Sen. Baker, Chair and
Sen. Ige, Vice Chair

Re. Hearing on Feb. 9, 2010 at 9AM, conference room 229

Dear Senators of the committees,

My name is Bes € Apaiesil and 1 am a student in the Kapi'olani

Community College Respiratory Care program, scheduled to graduate in June of
2011. As somecne still learning about the profession and hoping to join its’
ranks soon, | am strongly in support of the intent of SB 2600. | have only been
studying respiratory care for a short time, but | have already learned that this is
an amazingly complicated and vital profession in the modern healthcare world.

I've been taught that RTs all around the country are licensed and regulated, but
that in Hawaii there is no regulation of the profession. | don't understand how
this can be. Surely, the things I've seen in my clinical training would make you
think RTs need licenses. I've been taught to stick needles in arteries and secure
artificial airways and I'm now learning to operate life support equipment. | know
that RTs work with the sickest patients in the ICU, but also work in homecare and
in diagnostic labs. Our instructors also keep telling us about how fast things
change and how things are different now than they were when they were
students- | can only imagine how thing will continue to change. Licenses for RTs
make a lot of sense in such a quickly changing environment when lives are at
stake.

Please pass SB 2600.

Sincerely,

RT student
Home Address

Town, HI zipcode



Feb-08-10

01:59pm  From= T-337 P.003/0086

Testimony in support of SB2600

To: Senate Committee on Health, Senator Ige, Chair and Sen. Green, Vice Chair and
Senate Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection, Sen. Baker, Chair and
Sen. Ige, Vice Chair

Re. Hearing on Feb. 9, 2010 at 9AM, conference room 229

Dear Senators of the cgmmittees,
My name i{)ﬁ%_M@]Lm_ and I am a student in the Kapi'olani

Community College Respiratory Care program, scheduled to graduate in June of
2011. As someone still learning about the profession and hoping to join its’
ranks soon, | am strongly in support of the intent of SB 2600. | have only been
studying respiratory care for a short time, but | have already learned that this is
an amazingly complicated and vital profession in the modern healthcare world.

I've been taught that RTs all around the country are licensed and regulated, but
that in Hawaii there is no regulation of the profession. | don’t understand how
this can be. Surely, the things I've seen in my clinical training would make you
think RTs need licenses. I've been taught to stick needles in arteries and secure
artificial airways and I'm now learning to operate life support equipment. { know
that RTs work with the sickest patients in the ICU, but also work in homecare and
in diagnostic labs. Our instructors also keep telling us about how fast things
change and how things are different now than they were when they were
students- | cari only imagine how thing will continue to change. Licenses for RTs
make a |ot of sense in such a quickly changing environment when lives are at
stake.

Please pass SB 2600.

Town, Hl zipcode

F-638-



Feb-08-10

01:58pm  From= T-337  P.004/008

Testimony in support of SB2600

To: Senate Committee on Health, Senator Ige, Chair and Sen. Green, Vice Chair and
Senate Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection, Sen. Baker, Chair and
Sen. Ige, Vice Chair

Re. Hearing on Feb. 9, 2010 at 9AM, conference room 229

Dear Senators of the committees,

My name is 4] nc\g@‘f H. Eha (1S andIama studentin the Kapi'olani
Community College Réspiratory Care program, scheduled to graduate in June of

2011. As someone still learning about the profession and hoping to join its’

ranks soon, | am strongly in support of the intent of SB 2600. | have only been
studying respiratory care for a short time, but | have already learned that this is
an amazingly complicated and vital profession in the modem healthcare world.

I've been taught that RTs all around the country are licensed and regulated, but
that in Hawaii there is no regulation of the profession. | don't understand how
this can be. Surely, the things I've seen in my clinical training would make you
think RTs need licenses. I've been taught to stick needles in arteries and secure
artificial airways and I'm now learning to operate life support equipment. | know
that RTs work with the sickest patients in the ICU, but also work in homecare and
in diagnostic labs. Our instructors also keep telling us about how fast things

"change and how things are different now than they were when they were

students- | can only imagine how thing will continue to change. Licenses for RTs

make a lot of sense in such a quickly changing environment when lives are at

stake,

Please pass SB 2600.
Sinceray,

RT stud

Home Address  9%-2et4f woykam Pl (204
Town, Hlzipcode Mildani, M 9¢7¢9

F-638



Feh-08-10  01:58pm  From- T-337 P.005/006 F-639

Testimony in support of SB2600

To: Senate Committee on Health, Senator Ige, Chair and Sen. Green, Vice Chair and
Senate Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection, Sen. Baker, Chair and
Sen. Ige, Vice Chair

Re. Hearing on Feb. 9, 2010 at 9AM, conference room 229

Dear Senators of the committees,

My name is ?ﬁ‘rl’\q “ 'R]gm and I am a student in the Kapi'olani
Community College Respiratory Care program, scheduled to graduate in June of

2011. As someone still learning about the profession and hoping to join its'

ranks soon, | am strongly in support of the intent of SB 2600. | have only been
studying respiratory care for a short time, but | have already learned that this is
an amazingly complicated and vital profession in the modern healihcare world.

I've been taught that RTs all around the couniry are licensed and regulated, but
that in Hawaii there is no regulation of the profession. | don't understand how
this can be. Surely, the things I've seen in my clinical training would make you
think RTs need licenses. I've been taught to stick needles in arteries and secure
artificial airways and I'm now learning to operate life support equipment. | know |
that RTs work with the sickest patients in the ICU, but also work in homecare and
in diagnostic labs. Our instructors also keep telling us about how fast things
change and how things are different now than they were when they were
students- | can only imagine how thing will continue to change. Licenses for RTs
make a lot of sense in such a quickly changing environment when lives are at
stake.

Please pass SB 2600.

Sinceﬁely, $

RT student
Home Address I HiFo kKaunoa St
Town, Hlzipcode ©WNG Beadh W\ AbHw



Feb-08-10  01:58pm  Frop- T-337 P.006/006  F-539

Testimony in support of SB2600

To: Senate Committee on Health, Senator Ige, Chair and Sen. Green, Vice Chair and
Senate Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection, Sen. Baker, Chair and
Sen. Ige, Vice Chair

Re. Hearing on Feb. 9, 2010 at 9AM, conference room 229

Dear Senators of the committees,
My name is Qandice LozanDd and [ am a student in the Kapi'olani

Community College Respiratory Care program, scheduled to graduate in June of
2011. As someone still learning about the profession and hoping to join its’

ranks soon, | am strongly in support of the intent of SB 2600. | have only been
studying respiratory care for a short time, but | have already learned that this is
an amazingly complicated and vital profession in the modern healthcare world.

I've been taught that RTs all around the country are licensed and regulated, but
that in Hawaii there is no regulation of the profession. | don’t understand how
this can be. Surely, the things I've seen in my clinical training would make you
think RTs need licenses. I've been taught to stick needles in arteries and secure
artificial airways and I'm now learning to operate life support equipment. | know
that RTs work with the sickest patients in the ICU, but also work in homecare and
in diagnostic labs. Our instructors also keep telling us about how fast things
change and how things are different now than they were when they were
students- | can only imagine how thing will continue to change. Licenses for RTs
make a lot of sense in such a quickly changing environment when lives are at
stake.

Please pass SB 2600.

Sincerely,

RT student %IMT‘ :
Home Address |- 10_ P aer

Town, Hizipeode py/n Bogtlt | 1 TV 1ok



Feb-08-10

02:01pm  From= T-338  P.002/008

Testimony in support of SB2600

To: Senate Committee on Health, Senator Ige, Chair and Sen. Green, Vice Chair and
Senate Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection, Sen. Baker, Chair and
Sen. Ige, Vice Chair

Re. Hearing on Feb. 9, 2010 at 9AM, conference room 229

Dear Senators of the committees,

My name is &lemour Kassnexr and1amastudent in the Kapi'olani
Community College Respiratory Care program, scheduled to graduate in June of

2011. As someone still learning about the profession and hoping to join its’

ranks soon, | am strongly in support of the intent of SB 2600. | have only been
studying respiratory care for a short time, but | have already learned that this is
an amazingly complicated and vital profession in the modern healthcare world.

I've been taught that RTs all around the country are licensed and regulated, but
that in Hawaii there is no regulation of the profession. | don't understand how
this can be, Surely, the things I've seen in my clinical training would make you
think RTs need licenses. I've been taught to stick needles in arteries and secure
artificial airways and I'm now learning to operate life support equipment. | know
that RTs work with the sickest patients in the ICU, but also work in homecare and
in diagnostic labs. Our instructors also keep telling us about how fast things '
change and how things are different now than they were when they were
students- | can only imagine how thing will continue to change. Licenses for RTs
make a lot of sense in such a quickly changing environment when lives are at
stake.

Please pass SB 2600.

Sincerely,
Pt Vs Juts”

tudent
H/’?aneI; hakai Drive
ome [uhﬁesﬁl 0119/4

Town, HI zipcode

F=841



Feb-08-10

02:0lpm  From= T-338 P.003/006 F-641

Testimony in support of SB2600

To: Senate Committee on Health, Senator Ige, Chair and Sen. Green, Vice Chair and
Senate Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection, Sen. Baker, Chair and
Sen. Ige, Vice Chair

Re. Hearing on Feb. 9, 2010 at 9AM, conference room 229

_ Dear Senators of the commitiees,

My name is “A’V\V)‘d'r Koo and I am a student in the Kapi'olani
Community College Respiratory Care program, scheduled to graduate in June of

2011. As sameone still learning about the profession and hoping to join its’

ranks soon, 1 am sirongly in support of the intent of SB 2600. | have only been
studying respiratory care for a short time, but | have already learned that this is
an amazingly complicated and vital profession in the modern healthcare world.

I've been taught that RTs all around the country are licensed and regulated, but
that in Hawaii there is no regulation of the profession. | don’t understand how
this can be. Surely, the things I've seen in my clinical training would make you
think RTs need licenses. I've been taught to stick needles in arteries and secure
artificial airways and I'm now leamning to operate life support equipment. | know
that RTs work with the sickest patients in the ICU, but also work in homecare and
in diagnostic labs. Our instructors also keep telling us about how fast things
change and how things are different now than they were when they were
students- | can only imagine how thing will continue to change. Licenses for RTs
make a lot of sense in such a quickly changing environment when lives are at
stake.

Please pass SB 2600.

Sin;erely.

RT student %Y\nra KDO
Home Address (0"HFp mwa'ﬁ‘ml TR #4102

Town, Hl zipcode 'H'MQD\\‘\\“ /-\3{\_ 0“0%%—



Feb=08-10

0z:0lpm  From= T-338  P.004/006

Testimony in support of SB2600

Ta: Senate Committee on Health, Senator Ige, Chair and Sen. Green, Vice Chair and
Senate Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection, Sen. Baker, Chair and
Sen. Ige, Vice Chair

Re. Hearing on Feb. 9, 2010 at 9AM, conference room 229

Dear Senators of the commitiees,

My name is L\{.VWI Shimalukup and I am a student in the Kapi'olani
Community Caollege Respiratory Care program, scheduled to graduate in June of

2011. As someone still learning about the profession and hoping to join its’

ranks soon, | am strongly in support of the intent of SB 2600. | have only been
studying respiratory care for a short time, but | have already learned that this is
an amazingly complicated and vital profession in the modern healthcare world.

I've been taught that RTs all around the country are licensed and regulated, but
that in Hawaii there is no regulation of the profession. | don't understand how
this can be. Surely, the things I've seen in my clinical training would make you
think RTs need licenses. I've been taught to stick needies in arteries and secure
artificial airways and I'm now learning to operate life support equipment. | know
that RTs work with the sickest patients in the ICU, but also work in homecare and
in diagnostic labs. Our instructors also keep telling us about how fast things
change and how things are different now than they were when they were
students- | can only imagine how thing will continue to change. Licenses for RTs
make a lot of sense in such a quickly changing environment when lives are at
stake.

Please pass SB 2600.

Sincerely, M

R ent- LMW 5“\“‘“ HWALD

Home Address 4% 1065 Thawal 6F.
Town, HI zipcode WNP[J\}'\IL ; Wi auTa1

F-841



Feh=08-10

02:01pm  From=- T-338 P.005/008

Testimony in support of SB2600

To: Senate Committee on Healrh, Senator Ige, Chair and Sen. Green, Vice Chair and
Senate Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection, Sen. Baker, Chair and
Sen. Ige, Vice Chair

Re. Hearing on Feb. 9, 2010 at 9AM, conference room 229

Dear Senators of the committees,

My name is _é{‘\ AR andlama student in the Kapi'olani

Community College Respiratory Care program, scheduled o graduate in June of

2011. As someone still [earning about the profession and hoping to join its’

ranks soon, | am strongly in support of the intent of 8B 2600. | have only been
studying respiratory care for a short time, but | have already learned that this is
an amazingly complicated and vital profession in the modern healthcare world.

I've been taught that RTs all around the country are licensed and regulated, but
that in Hawaii there is no regulation of the profession. | don’t understand how
this can be. Surely, the things I've seen in my clinical training would make you
think RTs need licenses. I've been taught to stick needles in arteries and secure
artificial airways and I'm now learning to operate life support equipment. | know
that RTs work with the sickest patients in the ICU, but also work in homecare and
in diagnostic labs. Our instructars also keep telling us about how fast things
change and how things are different now than they were when they were
students- | can only imagine how thing will continue to change. Licenses for RTs
make a lot of sense in such a quickly changing environment when lives are at
stake.

Please pass SB 2600.

Sincerely,

HRU~

RT student 1 Plaeo
Home Address 3093 Pusles Circ\a # 3

Town, HI zipcode Honp luiv, AT YeFIS

F-641



Feb=08-10

02:01pm  From= T-338  P.008/006  F-641

Testimony in support of SB2600

To: Senate Committee on Health, Senator Ige, Chair and Sen. Green, Vice Chair and
Senate Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection, Sen. Baker, Chair and
Sen. Ige, Vice Chair

Re. Hearing on Feb. 9, 2010 at 9AM, conference room 229

Dear Senators of the committees,

My name is Ky Fynu and | am a student in the Kapi'olani Community College
Respiratory Care program, scheduled to graduate in June of 2010. As someone still learning
about the profession and hoping fo join its’ ranks soon, | am strongly in support of the intent of SB
2600. In my studies, | am learning that respiratory therapists (RTs) are critical members of the
healthcare team and that my roll as an RT will mean that patients' fives will be entrusted to me. It
surprised me to learn that almost every other state requires a license to practice RT, but Hawaii

does not require & license or even regulate the profession in any way.

if you couid only see what the RTs do in the hospital, or even in the homes of patients, you would
see that there is a risk to the patients if untrained or unethical RTs are allowed fo treat our people,
My classmates and | are leaming to save lives with some very complicated and sophisticated
equiprent. | have actually helped to teach nursing students and, sometimes, even graduate
nurses about [ung health and techniques. We are constantly reminded that we are expected to
be the experts on lung health and life support equipment such as mechanical ventilatars.

As a student in the RT profession 1 urge you to pass SB 2600 and license and regulate

.4{%’_.

respiratory therapists,

Sincerely, —2 7
/

Student RT
P
Home Address  /24/% K1/ ol Loo

Town, Hizipeode pfoworvty  fr 26816



Feb-08-10

0Z:01pm  From= T-338 P.002/008

Testimony in support of SB2600

To: Senate Committee on Health, Senator Ige, Chair and Sen. Green, Vice Chair and
Senate Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection, Sen. Baker, Chair and
Sen. Ige, Vice Chair .

Re. Hearing on Feb. 9, 2010 at 9AM, conference room 229

Dear Senators of the committees,

Mynameis "SDTo  SNe and I am a student in the Kapi'olani
Community College Respiratory Care program, scheduled to graduate in June of

2011. As someone still learning about the profession and hoping to join its’

ranks soon, | am strongly in support of the intent of SB 2600. | have only been
studying respiratory care for a short time, but | have already learned that this is
an amazingly complicated and vital profession in the modern healthcare world.

I've been taught that RTs all around the country are licensed and regulated, but
that in Hawaii there is no regulation of the profession. | don't understand how
this can be. Surely, the things I've seen in my clinical fraining would make you
think RTs need licenses. I've been taught to stick needles in arteries and secure
artificial airways and I'm now learning o operate life support equipment. | know
that RTs work with the sickest patients in the ICU, but also work in homecare and
in diagnostic labs. Our instructors also keep telling us about how fast things
change and how things are different now than they were when they were
students- | can only imagine how thing will continue to change. Licenses for RTs
make a lot of sense in such a quickly changing environment when lives are at
stake. |

Please pass SB 2600.

Singerely

Rl/student
Home Address 125 Wowx vr. & WA
Town, HI zipcode worohada, ¥\ T RAG S

F-642



Feb-08-10  02:01pm  From- _ T-338  P.003/006 F-642

Testimony in support of SB2600

To: Senate Committee on Health, Senator Ige, Chair and Sen. Green, Vice Chair and
Senate Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection, Sen. Baker, Chair and
Sen. Ige, Vice Chair

Re. Hearing on Feb. 9, 2010 at 9AM, conference room 229

Dear Senators of the committees,

My name is Austin Tani and I am a studentin the Kapi'olani

Community College Respiratory Care program, scheduled to graduate in June of
2011. As someone still learning about the profession and hoping to join its’
ranks soon, | am strongly in support of the intent of SB 2600. | have only been
studying respiratory care for a short time, but | have already learned that this is
an amazingly complicated and vital profession in the modermn healthcare world.

I've been taught that RTs all around the country are licensed and regulated, but
that in Hawaii there is no regulation of the profession. | don't understand how
this can be. Surely, the things I've seen in my clinical training would make you
think RTs need licenses. I've been taught to stick needles in arteries and secure
artificial airways and I'm now learning to operate life support equipment. | know
that RTs work with the sickest patients in the ICU, but also work in homecare and
in diagnostic labs. Our instructors also keep telling us about how fast things
change and how things are different now than they were when they were
students- | can only imagine how thing will continue to change. Licenses for RTs
make a lot of sense in such a quickly changing environment when lives are at
stake.

Please pass SB 2600.

Sincerely,

W 7 e

RT student

Home Address 3130 Ma Flima $4, <pt R

Town, Hl zipcode  Wonolulu H1 406§(§



Feb-08-10

02:02pm  From~ T-338  P.004/008

Testimony in support of SB2600

To: Senate Committee on Health, Senator Ige, Chair and Sen. Green, Vice Chair and
Senate Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection, Sen. Baker, Chair and
Sen. Ige, Vice Chair

Re. Hearing on Feb. 9, 2010 at 9AM, conference room 229

Dear Senators of the committees,

My name is Jenn ifer Sfer lacu and [ am a student in the Kapi'olani

Community College Respiratory Care program, scheduled to graduate in June of
2011. As someone still learning about the profession and hoping to join its'
ranks soon, | am strongly in support of the intent of SB 2600. | have only been
studying respiratory care for a short time, but | have already learned that this is
an amazingly complicated and vital profession in the modern healthcare world.

I've been taught that RTs all around the country are licensed and regulated, but
that in Hawaii there is no regulation of the profession. | don’t understand how
this can be. Surely, the things I've seen in my clinical training would make you
think RTs need licenses. !'ve been taught to stick needles in arteries and secure
artificial airways and I'm now learning to operate life support equipment. [ know
that RTs work with the sickest patients in the ICU, but also work in homecare and
in diagnostic labs. Our instructors also keep telling us about how fast things
change and how things are different now than they were when they were
students- | can only imagine how thing will continue to change. Licenses for RTs
make a lot of sense in such a quickly changing environment when lives are at
stake.

Please pass SB 2600.

Sincerely,

- -

RT student jenn\“(?er STer\DCU;
Home Address 1 - Hg8 LoliiSt.

Town, HI zipcode gneo he, R Og3uy

F-642



Feb-08-10

02:02em  From- - T-338  P.005/008

Testimony in support of SB2600

To: Senate Committee on Health, Senator Ige, Chair and Sen. Green, Vice Chair and
Senate Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection, Sen. Baker, Chair and
Sen. Ige, Vice Chair

Re. Hearing on Feb. 9, 2010 at 9AM, conference room 229

Dear Senators of the committees,

My name is SG“B M K and ] am a student in the Kapi'olani
Community College Respiratory Care program, scheduled to graduate in June of

2011. As someone still learning about the profession and hoping to join its’

ranks soon, | am strongly in support of the intent of SB 2600. | have only been
studying respiratory care for a short time, but | have already learned that this is
an amazingly complicated and vital profession in the modern healthcare world.

I've been taught that RTs all around the country are licensed and regulated, but
that in Hawaii there is no regulation of the profession. | don’'t understand how
this can be. Surely, the things I've seen in my clinical training would make you
think RTs need licenses. ['ve been taught to stick needles in arteries and secure
artificial airways and I'm now learning to operate life support equipment. | know
that RTs work with the sickest patients in the ICU, but also work in homecare and

‘in diagnostic labs. Our instructors also keep telling us about how fast things

change and how things are different now than they were when they were
students- | can only imagine how thing will continue to change. Licenses for RTs
make a lot of sense in such a quickly changing environment when lives are at
stake.

Please pass SB 2600.

Sincerely,

RTs/m%E':}

Home Address 2215 Pl Vs G RUle
Town, Hl zipcode Mondlw . W\ Aterg

F-842



Feb-08-10

02:02pm  From= T-338  P.006/008

Testimony in support of SB2600

To: Senate Committee on Health, Senator Ige, Chair and Sen. Green, Vice Chair and
Senate Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection, Sen. Baker, Chair and
Sen. Ige, Vice Chair

Re. Hearing on Feb. 9, 2010 at 9AM, conference room 229

Dear Senators of the committees,

My name is \)Bphi a R\\\LEJ"& and [ am a student in the Kapi'olani

Community College Respiratory Care program, scheduled to graduate in June of
2011. As someone still learning about the profession and hoping to join its’
ranks soon, [ am strongly in support of the intent of SB 2600. | have only been
studying respiratory care for a short time, but | have already learned that this is
an amazingly complicated and vital profession in the modern healthcare world.

I've been taught that RTs all around the country are licensed and regulated, but
that in Hawaii there is no regulation of the profession. | don’t understand how
this can be. Surely, the things I've seen in my clinical training would make you
think RTs need licenses. I've been taught to stick needles in arteries and secure
artificial airways and I'm now learning to operate life support equipment. | know
that RTs work with the sickest patients in the ICU, but also work in homecare and
in diagnostic labs. Our instructors also keep telling us about how fast things
change and how things are different now than they were when they were
students- | can only imagine how thing will continue to change. Licenses for RTs
make a lot of sense in such a quickly changing environment when lives are at
stake.

Please pass SB 2600.

Sincerely, _ )

Jﬁ%&dw «ZM@L@

RT student Sophia Rivera

Home Address {g»0 Yound ST. frpt.\0\

Town, Hl zipcode Wpnoluluh, w\ 482l

F-842



Feb-08-10

02:02pm  From-
T-338  P.002/002

Testimony in support of SB2600

To: Senate Committee on Health, Senator Ige, Chair and Sen. Green, Vice Chair and
Senate Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection, Sen. Baker, Chair and
Sen. Ige, Vice Chair

Re. Hearing on Feb. 9, 2010 at 9AM, conference room 229

Dear Senators of the committees,

My nameis _ o=\ Y ll  and [ am a studentin the Kapiolani
Community College Respiratory Care program, scheduled to graduate in June of

2011. As someone still learning about the profession and hoping to join its’

ranks soon, | am strongly in support of the intent of SB 2600. | have only been
studying respiratory care for a short time, but | have already learned that this is
an amazingly complicated and vital profession in the modern healthcare world.

I've been taught that RTs all around the country are licensed and regulated, but
that in Hawaii there is no regulation of the profession. | don't understand how
this can be. Surely, the things ['ve seen in my clinical training would make you
think RTs need licenses. I've been taught to stick needles in arteries and secure
artificial airways and I'm now learning to operate life support equipment. | know
that RTs work with the sickest patients in the ICU, but also work in homecare and
in diagnostic labs. Our instructors aiso keep telling us about how fast things
change and how things are different now than they were when they were
students- | can only imagine how thing will continue to change. Licenses for RTs
make a lot of sense in such a quickly changing environment when lives are at
stake.

Please pass SB 2600.

Sincerely,

RT student QS rx %«QQJ

Home Address [ QAT oo W S\ .
Town, Hl zipcode ~Yion =t Qs

F~643



Feb-08~10  01:58pm  From- T-337  P.002/008 F-637

Testimony in support of SB2600

To: Senate Commitree on Health, Senator Ige, Chair and Sen. Green, Vice Chair and
Senate Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection, Sen. Baker, Chair and
Sen. Ige, Vice Chair

Re. Hearing on Feb. 9, 2010 at 9AM, conference room 229

Dear Senators of the commitiees,

My name is Laura D Balatbat and | am a student in the Kapi'olani Community College
Respiratory Care program, scheduled to graduate in June of 2010. As someone still learning
about the profession and hoping to join its' ranks soon, | am strongly in support of the intent of SB
2600. In my studies, | am learning that respiratory therapists (RTs) are critical members of the
healthcare team and that my rale as an RT will mean that patients’ lives will be enirusted to me.
It surprised me to learn that almost every other state requires a license to practice RT, but Hawaii
does not require a license or even regulate the profession in any way.

If you could only see what the RTs do in the hospital, or even in the homes of patients, you would
see that there is a risk to the patients if untrained or unethical RTs are allowed o treat our people.
My classmates and | are learning to save lives with some very complicated and sophisticated
equipment. | have actually helped to teach nursing students and, sometimes, even graduate
nurses about lung health and techniques. We are constantly reminded that we are expected to
be the experts on lung health and life support equipment such as mechanical ventilators.

As a student in the RT profession | urge you to pass SB 2600 and license and regulate
respiratory therapists.

Sincerely,

Koo \D Zntyttat

Laura D Balatbat- Student RT
94-602 Kupuohi Street Apt. D

Waipahu, Hi 86797
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Testimony in support of SB2600

To: Senate Committee on Health, Senator Ige, Chair and Sen. Green, Vice Chair and
Senate Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection, Sen. Baker, Chair and
Sen. Ige, Vice Chair

Re. Hearing on Feb. 9, 2010 at 9AM, conference room 229

Dear Senators of the commitiess,

My name is A\ &Q«Y\ \_,\I\\(Y\ and | am a student in the Kapi'olani Community College
Respiratory Care program, scheduled to graduate in June of 2010. As someone still learning

about the profession and hoping to Join its’ ranks soon, | am strongly in support of the intent of SB
2600. In my studies, | am learning that respiratory therapists (RTs) are critical members of the
healthcare team and that my roll as an RT will mean that patients’ lives will be entrusted to me. It
surprised me to learn that almost every other state requires a license to practice RT, but Hawai
does not require a license or even regulate the profession in any way.

If you could only see what the RTs do in the hospital, or even in the homes of patients, you would
see that there is a risk to the patients if untrained or unethical RTs are allowed to treat our people.
My classmates and | are learning to save lives with some very complicated and sophisticated
equipment. | have actually helped to teach nursing students and, sometimes, even graduate
nurses about lung health and techniques. We are constantly reminded that we are expected to
be the experts on lung health and life support equipment such as mechanical ventilators.

As a student in the RT profession | urge you to pass SB 2600 and license and regulate
respiratory therapists.

Sincerely,

M A_—

Student RT

Home Address

NS - A S\wewe. SV

Town, Hl zipcode

Howndnln WL 46319
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Testimony in support of SB2600

To: Senate Commitree on Health, Senator Ige, Chair and Sen. Green, Vice Chair and
Senate Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection, Sen. Baker, Chair and
Sen. Ige, Vice Chair

Re. Hearing on Feb. 9, 2010 at 9AM, conference room 229

Dear Senators of the commitiees,

My name is ET;} an ACE \Je AO and | am a student in the Kapi'olani Community College
Respiratory Careprogram, scheduled to graduate in June of 2010, As someone still learning
about the profession and hoping to join its' ranks soon, | am strongly in support of the intent of SB
2600. In my studies, | am learning that respiratory therapists (RTs) are critical members of the
healthcare team and that my rolf as an RT will mean that pafients’ lives will be entrusted to me. 1t
surprised me to learn that almost every other state requires a license to practice RT, but Hawaii
does not requlire a license or even regulate the profession in any way.

If you could only see what the RTs do in the hospital, or even in the homes of patients, you would

see that there is a risk to the patients if untrained or unathical RTs are allowed to treat our pecple.

My classmates and | are [earning to save lives with some very complicated and sophisticated
equipment. | have actually helped to teach nursing students and, sometimes, even graduate
nurses about lung health and technigues. We are constantly reminded that we are expected to
be the experts on lung health and life support equipment such as mechanical ventilators.

As a student in the RT profession | urge you to SB 2600 and license and regulate

L

respiratory therapists.

Sincerely, %‘ %

Student RT

Home Address

Town, HI zipcode

F-637
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Testimony in support of SB2600

To: Senate Committee on Health, Senator Ige, Chair and Sen. Green, Vice Chair and
Senate Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection, Sen. Baker, Chair and
Sen. Ige, Vice Chair

Re. Hearing on Feb. 9, 2010 at 9AM, conference room 229

Dear Senators of the commitiees,

My name is QQ_\D#MMLW_ and | am & student in the Kapi'clani Community College
Respiratory Care‘pfogram, scheduled to graduate in June of 2010. As someone still leaming
about the profession and hoping to join its’ ranks soon, | am strongly in support of the intent of SB
2600. In my siudies, | am learning that respiratory therapists (RTs) are critical members of the
healthcare team and that my roll as an RT will mean that patients’ lives will be entrusted to me. [t

surprised me to learn that almaost every other state requires a license 1o practice RT, but Hawaii
does not require a license or even regulate the profession in any way. '

If you could only see what the RTs do in the hospital, or even in the homes of patients, you would
see that there is a risk to the patients if untrained or unethical RTs are allowed o treat our psople.
My classmates and | are learning to save lives with some very complicated and sophisticated
equipment. | have actually helped to teach nursing students and, sometimes, even graduate
nurses about lung health and techniques. We are constantly reminded that we are expected o
be the experts on lung health and life suppert equipment such as mechanical ventilators.

As a student in the RT profession | urge you to pass SB 2600 and license and regulate
respiratory therapists.

Sincerely,

(P Limmbhas

Student RT

Home Address  Qul- |0 1b Hahano <+
Town, HI zipcode wa-"\ . \_\,1 ql&,\ q_7
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Testimony in support of SB2600

To: Senate Committee on Health, Senator lge, Chair and Sen. Green, Vice Chair and
Senate Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection, Sen. Baker, Chair and
Sen. Ige, Vice Chair

Re. Hearing on Feb. 9, 2010 at 9AM, conference room 229

Dear Senators of the committees,

My nameis 6 2uun F‘U‘W“"‘“ and | am a student in the Kapi'clani Cammunity College
Respiratory Care program, scheduled to graduate in June of 2010. As someone still learning
about the profession and hoping to join its' ranks soon, | am strongly in support of the intent of SB
2600, In my studies, | am learning that respiratory therapists (RTs) are critical members of the
healtheare team and that my roll as an RT will mean that patients’ lives will be entrusted to me. It
surprised me to learn that almost every other state requires a license to practice RT, but Hawaii

does not require a license ar even regulate the profession in any way.

If you could bnly see what the RTs do in the hospital, or even in the homes of patients, you would
see that there is a risk to the patients if untrained or unethical RTs are allowed to treat our people.
My classmates and | are learning to save lives with some very complicated and sophisticated
equipment. ;I have actually helped to teach nursing students and, sometimes, even graduate
nurses about lung health and techniques. We are constantly reminded that we are expected to
be the experis on lung health and life support equipment such as mechanical ventilators.

As a student in the RT profession | urge you to pass SB 2600 and license and regulate
respiratory therapists.

Sincerely, - ‘/% y 4. % .%-

Student RT,
Home Address

Town, Hl zipcode
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To: Senate Committees on Health & Commerce & Consumer Protection
Commiftee on Health
Senator David Y. ige, Chair
Senator Josh Green, MD, Vice Chair
Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair
Senator David Y. Ige, Vice Chair

RE: Senate Bill 2600 relating to Healthcare

Chairs and Committee Members:

| support the intent of bill Senate Bill 2600 relating to the regulation of
Respiratory Care.

There is little question whether the need of oversight is necessary for the
profession of Respiratory Care Practitioners, as evidenced by the fact
that forty-eight of our fifty states have oversight protection.

From a safety standpoint, if a barber or beautician is required to be

licensed, the practice of respiratory care is far more invasive and an
error can be far more damaging to a patient.

The bottom line is the sooner this issue is resolved, the sooner a firewall
is installed against Respiratory Practitioners that have lost their
privileges in other states from applying for a position in Hawaii.

TWM attention.

Meledy Tavex
A H;:Z/ Hﬂ{olm&&' .
Kapler S
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Senate Committee on Health & Commerce & Cansumer Protection

Committee on Health
Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Josh Green, MD Vice Chair

Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair
Senator David Y. Ige, Vice Chair

Hearing: Tuesday, February 9, 2009 @ 9:00 a.m. RM 229

Re:

SB 2600 Relating to Healthcare

| strongly support the intent of SB2600 to regulate the practice of
respiratory care in Hawaii.

¥ As Physician's patient-loads are increasing, especially on the neighbor islands,
they are relying on Respiratory Care Practitioners more than ever, o manage
their most challenging patients, those with pulmonary diseases, including
Asthma, COPD and respiratory pandemics such as SARS and H1 N1.

¢ Federal Medicare laws for reimbursement are currently undergoing a
significant change that affects reimbursement to all Medical Centers. Medicare
soon will nof reimburse for patient care given by an unlicensed healthcare
provider. This would reduce the Federal dollars to our state as Medicare is
reformed on this important point.

mWion on this important issue,

, MD

Signature

Lﬁ@i Toanalla

Printed Name
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To: Senate Committee on Health & Commerce & Consumer Protection

Committee on Health
Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Josh Green, MD Vice Chair

Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair
Senator David Y. Ige, Vice Chair

Hearing: Tuesday, February 9, 2009 @ 3:00 a.m. RM 229
Re: SB 2600 Relating to Healthcare

| strongly support the intent of SB2600 to regulate the practice of
respiratory care in Hawaii.
€ As Physician's patient-joads are increasing, especially on the neighbor islands,
they are relying an Respiratory Care Practitioners more than ever, to manage
their most challenging patients, those with puimonary diseases, including
Asthma, COPD and respiratory pandemics such as SARS and H1 N1.

# Federal Medicars laws for reimbursement are currently undergoing a
significant change that affects reimbursement to all Medical Centers. Medicare
soan will not reimburse for patient care given by an unlicensed healthcare
provider. This would reduce the Federal dollars to our state as Medicare is
reformed on this important point.

Thank you for your consideration on this important issue,

Printed Name
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To: Senate Committees on Health & Commerce & Consumer Protection
Committee on Health
Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Josh Green, MD, Vice Chair
Committee on Commeree & Consumer Protection
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair
Senator David Y. Ige, Vice Chair

RE: Senate Bill 2600 relating to Healthcare

Chairs and Committee Members:

| support the intent of bill Senate Bill 2600 relating to the regulation of
Respiratory Care.

There is little question whether the need of oversight is necessary for the
profession of Respiratory Care Practitioners, as evidenced by the fact
that forty-eight of our fifty states have oversight protection.

From a safety standpoint, if a bérber or beautician is required to be
licensed, the practice of respiratory care is far more invasive and an
error can be far more damaging to a patient.

The boftom line is the sooner this issue is resolved, the soconer a firewall
is installed against Respiratory Practitioners that have lost their
privileges in other states from applying for a position in Hawaii.

Thank you for your kind attention.
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To: Senate Committees on Health & Commerce & Consumer Protection
Committee on Health '
Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Josh Green, MD, Vice Chair
Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair
Senator David Y. lge, Vice Chair

Hearing: Tuesday, February 9", 2010 @ 9:00 am

RE: Senate Bill 2600 relating to Healthcare

Chairs and Committee Members:

| support the intent of bill Senate Bill 2600 relating to the regulation of
Respiratory Care. -

There is' fittle question whether the need of oversight is necessary for the
profession of Respiratory Care Practitioners, as evidenced by the fact
that forty-eight of our fifty states have oversight protection.

From a safety standpoint, if a barber or beautician is required to be
licensed, the practice of respiratory care is far more invasive and an
error can be far more damaging to a patient.

The bottom line is the sooner this issue is resolved, the sooner a firewall
is installed against Respiratory Practitioners that have lost their
privileges in other states from applying for a position in Hawaii.

Thank you for your kind attention.
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To: Senate Committees on Health & Commerce & Consumer Protection

Committee on Health

Senator David Y. lge, Chair

Senator Josh Green, MD, Vice Chair

Commiittee on Commerce & Consumer Protection
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair

Senator David Y. lge, Vice Chair

Hearing: Tuesday, February 9, 2010 @ 9:00 am

RE: Senate Bill 2600 relating to Healthcare

Chairs and Committee Members:

| support the intent of bill Senate Bill 2600 relating to the regulation of
Respiratory Care.

There is little question whether the need of oversight is necessary for the
profession of Respiratory Care Practitioners, as evidenced by the fact
that forty-eight of our fifty states have oversight protection.

From a safety standpoint, if a barber or beautician is required to be
licensed, the practice of respiratory care is far more invasive and an
error can be far more damaging to a patient.

The bottom line is the sooner this issue is resolved, the sooner a firewall
is installed against Respiratory Practitioners that have lost their
privileges in other states from applying for a position in Hawaii.

Thank you for your kind attention.
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To: Senate Committees on Health & Commerce & Consumer Protection

Committee on Health

Senator David Y. lge, Chair

Senator Josh Green, MD, Vice Chalr

Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair

Senator David Y. Ige, Vice Chair

Hearing: Tuesday, February 9*, 2010 @ 9:00 am

RE: Senate Bill 2600 relating to Healthcare

Chairs and Committee Members:

| support the intent of bill Senate Bill 2600 relating to the regulatlon of
Respiratory Care.

There is little question whether the need of oversight is necessary for the
profession of Respiratory Care Pracfitioners, as evidenced by the fact
that forty-eight of our fifty states have oversight protection.

From a safety standpoint, if a barber or beautician is required to be
licensed, the practice of respiratory care is far more invasive and an
errar can be far more damaging to a patient.

The bottom line is the sooner this issue is resolved, the sooner a firewall
is installed against Respiratory Practitioners that have lost their
privileges in other states from applying for a position in Hawaii.-

Thank you for your kind attention.

Morid Clive =" (o TT
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To: Senate Committees on Health & Commerce & Consumer Protection
Committee on Health
Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Josh Green, MD, Vice Chair
Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair
Senator David Y. ige, Vice Chair

RE: Senate Bill 2600 relating to Healthcare

- Chairs and Committee Members:

1 support the intent of bill Senate Bill 2600 relating to the regulation of
Respiratory Care.

There is little question whether the need of oversight is necessary for the
profession of Respiratory Care Practitioners, as evidenced by the fact
that forty-eight of our fifly states have oversight protection.

From a safety standpoint, if a barber or beautician is required to be
licensed, the practice of respiratory care is far mare invasive and an
error can be far more damaging to a patient.

The bottom Iiné is the sooner this issue is resolved, the sooner a firewall
is installed against Respiratory Practitioners that have lost their
- privileges in other states from applying for a position in Hawaii.

Thank you for your kind attention.

forr penie
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To: Senate Committees on Health & Commerce & Consumer Protection

Committee on Health

Senator David Y. Ige, Chair

Senator Josh Green, MD, Vice Chair

Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection
Ssnator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair

Senator David Y. Ige, Vice Chair

RE: Senate Bill 2600 relating to Healthcare

Chairs and Committee Members:

| support the intent of bill Senate Bill 2600 relating to the regulation of
Respiratory Care.

There is little question whether the need of oversight is necessary for the
profession of Respiratory Care Practitioners, as evidenced by the fact
that forty-eight of our fifty states have oversight protection.

From a safety standpoint, if a barber or beautician is required to be
licensed, the practice of respiratory care is far more invasive and an

efror can be far more damaging to a patient.

The bottom line is the sooner this issue is resoived, the sooner a firewall
is installed against Respiratory Practitioners that have lost their
privileges in other states from applying for a position in Hawaii.

Thank you for your kind attention.

%Wg%w 4 e i)
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To: Senate Committees on Health & Cornmerce & Consumer Protection
Committee on Health
Senator David Y. ige, Chair
Senator Josh Gresn, MD, Vice Chair
Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair
Senator David Y. Ige, Vice Chair

RE: Senate Bill 2600 relating to Healthcare

Chairs and Commiitee Members:

| suppart the intent of bill Senate Bill 2600 relating to the regulation of
Respiratory Care.

There is little question whether the need of oversight is necessary far the
profession of Respiratory Care Practitioners, as evidenced by the fact
that forty-eight of our fifty states have oversight protection.

From a safety standpoint, if a barber or heautician is required fo be
licensed, the practice of respiratory care is far more invasive and an
- error can be far more damaging to a patient.

The boitom line is the sooner this issue is resolved, the sooner a firewall
is installed against Respiratory Practitioners that have lost their
privileges in other states from applying for a position in Hawaii.

Thank you for your kind attention.

e d
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To: Senate Committees on Health & Commserce & Cansumer Protection

Commiitiee on Health

Senator David Y. Ige, Chair

Senator Josh Gresen, MD, Vice Chair

Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair

Senator David Y. ige, Vice Chair

RE: Senate Bill 2600 relating to Healthcare

Chairs and Committee Members:

| support the intent of bill Senate Bill 2600 relating to the regulation of
Respiratory Care.

There is little question whether the need of oversight is necessary for the
profession of Respiratory Care Practitioners, as evidenced by the fact
that forty-eight of our fifty states have oversight protection.

From a safety standpoint, if a barber ar beautician is required to be
licensed, the practice of respiratory care is far more invasive and an
error can be far more damaging to a patient.

The boitom line is the sooner this issue is resolved, the sooner a firewall
is installed against Respiratory Practitioners that have lost their
privileges in other states from applying for a position in Hawaii.

Thank you for your kind attention.

_A%)Q@M\ML _RET EmCWcC
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To: Senate Committees on Health & Commerce & Consumer Protection

Committee on Health

Senator David Y. Ige, Chair

Senator Josh Gresn, MD, Vice Chair

Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protegtion
Senatar Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair

Senator David Y. ige, Vice Chair

RE: Senate Bill 2600 relating to Healthcare

Chairs and Committee Members:

| support the intent of bill Senate Bill 2600 relating to the regulation of
Respiratory Care.

There is little question whether the need of oversight is necessary for the
profession of Respiratory Care Practitioners, as evidenced by the fact
that forty-eight of our fifty states have oversight protection.

From a safety standpoint, if a barber or beautician is required to be
licensed, the practice of respiratory care is far more invasive and an
error can be far more damaging 1o a patient.

The bettom line is the sooner this issue is resolved, the sooner a firewall
is installed against Respiratory Practitioners that have lost their
privileges in other states from applying for a position in Hawaii.

Thank you far yaur kind attention.
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Senate Committee on Health & Commerce & Consumer Protection

Commiittee on Health
Senator David Y. lge, Chair
Senator Josh Green, MD Vice Chair

Committee on Commerce & Consumer Protection
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair
Senator David Y. Ige, Vice Chair

Hearing: Tuesday, February 9, 2009 @ 9:00 a.m. RM 229

Re:

SB 2600 Relating to Healthcare

I strongly support the intent of SB2600 to regulate the practice of
respiratory care in Hawaii,

L 4 As Physician's patient-loads are increasing, especially on the neighbor
islands, they are relying on Respiratory Care Pracfitioners more than ever, to
manage their most challenging patients, those with pulmonary diseases,
including Asthma, COPD and respiratory pandemics such as SARS and HIN1.

¢ Federal Medicare laws for reimbursement are currently undergoing a -
significant change that affects reimbursement to all Medical Centers. Medicare
soon will not reimburse for patient care given by an unlicensed healthcare
provider. This would reduce the Federal dollars to our state as Medicare is
reformed on this important point.

Thank you for your consideration on this impottant issue.

b3rvsg
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To: Senate Committees on Health & Commerce & Consumer Protection
Committee on Health
‘Senator David Y, Ige, Chair
Senator Josh Green, MD, Vice Chair
Committee on Commerca & Consumer Protection

Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair
Senator David Y. Ige, Vice Chair

RE: Senate Bill 2600 relating to Healthcare

Chairs and Commiitee Members:

I support the intent of bill Senate Bill 2600 relating to the regulation of
Respiratory Care.

There is little question whether the need of oversight is necessary faor the
profession of Respiratory Care Practitioners, as evidenced by the fact
that forty-eight of our fifty states have oversight protection.

From a safety standpoint, if a barber or beautician is required to be
licensed, the practice of respiratory care is far more invasive and an
grror can be far more damaging to a patient. |

The bottom line is the sooner this issue is resolved, the sooner a firewall
is installed against Respiratory Practitioners that have lost their
privileges in other states from applying for a position in Hawaii.

Thank you for your kind attention.

.1‘ /\) I
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To: Senate Committees on Health & Commerce & Consumer Protection

Committee on Health

Senator David Y, Ige, Chair

Senator Josh Green, MD, Vice Chair

Committee on Commaerce & Consumer Protection
Senator Rosalyn K. Baker, Chair

Senator David Y, Ige, Vice Chair

RE: Senate Bill 2600 relating to Healthcare

Chairs and Committee Members:

| support the intent of bill Senate Bill 2600 relating to the regulation of
Respiratory Care.

Thera is little question whether the need of oversight is necessary for the
profession of Respiratory Care Practitioners, as evidenced by the fact
that forty-eight of our fifty states have aversight protection.

From a safety standpoint, if a barber or beautician is required to be
licensed, the practice of respiratory care Is far more invasive and an
error ¢an be far more damaging to a patient.

The bottom line is the sooner this issue is resolved, the sooner a firewall
is installed against Respiratory Practitioners that have lost their
privileges in other states from applying for a position in Hawaii.

Thank you far your kind attention.

Ry ——
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