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March 9, 2010

The Honorable Ryan I. Yamanae
Chair, Committee on Health
Hawaii State Legislature
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 419
415 South Beretania Street
Honolulu, HI 96813

Dear Chairman Yamanae:

LATE

The Board of Registered Polysomnographic Technologists (BRPT) is an independent, non-profit
certification board that seeks to cultivate the highest professional and ethical standards for
polysomnographic technologists by providing an internationally recognized credential.

Established in 1978 to benefit the developing field of polysomnographic technology and set credentialing
standards for technologists, the BRPT seeks to build and enhance public trust by ensuring that
Registered Polysomnographic Technologists hold the highest level of core knowledge, skills, abilities and
attributes. To this end, the BRPT develops, maintains and administers the RPSGTTM exam and
establishes the BRPT Standards of Conduct for credentialed technologists. There are presently 36
RPSGTs in the state of Hawaii.

The BRPT's credentialing program has grown from eight technologists certified by the first RPSGTTM
administration in 1979 to more than 15,000 Registered Polysomnographic Technologists today. These
credentialed technologists have made a commitment to professionalism, competence and ethics by
meeting the BRPT standards for certification.

The BRPT is a member of the Institute for Credentialing Excellence (ICE) and is accredited by the
National Commission for Certifying Agencies (NCCA), the accreditation body of ICE.

We would like to address our remarks to SB 2600, specifically § 7 (2) which reads as follows:

(2) A person working as a sleep technologist whose scope of work may include, but is not limited
to, and who has passed an examination for, set-up, titration, and monitoring of continuous
positive airway pressure or bi-Ievel positive airway pressure for diagnostic purposes;

While we are supportive of a provision intended to provide a limited exemption to the Act for sleep
technologists, we would like to bring to your attention what we perceive as shortcomings of the above
language. Firstly, although the language mentions an examination that must be passed, there are no
requirements for the type of examination, other than specifying its scope. We believe that it is important
to specify that the examination be one that is nationally accredited, and would suggest that the Director
of Commerce and Consumer Affairs have authority to approve or disapprove the examination(s) for the
purposes of this exemption.
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Secondly, we would like to point out that the "set-up, titration, and monitoring of continuous positive
airway pressure or bi-Ievel positive airway pressure" are performed for therapeutic rather than diagnostic
purposes, Finally, the language does not address the use by sleep technologists of supplemental
oxygen which may be used in conjunction with continuous positive airway pressure or bi-Ievel positive
airway pressure during therapeutic intervention for sleep related breathing disorders,

We suggest amending the bill by replacing the current language in § 7 (2) with the following language:

(2) A person employed in a sleep disorders center or laboratory from providing diagnostic and
therapeutic care for the evaluation and treatment of sleep disorders, including the use of
therapeutic modalities for sleep disordered breathing, provided that the person has passed a
nationally accredited certification exam, as recommended by the advisory committee and as
approved by the Director, that includes coverage of these topics.

We appreciate the opportunity to comment on the provisions of SB 2600. Please do not hesitate to
contact us if you require further information.

Very truly yours,

r~·
Janice East, RPSGT, R. EEG T.
President
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March 9,2010

Representative Ryan I. Yamane
Chair, House Committee on Health
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 419
415 South Beretania Street
Honolulu, HI 96813

Dear Representative Yamane:

LATE

My name is Carol Yoshimura and I am a Polysomnographic (sleep) Technologist employed at
Kuakini Medical Center Pulmonary Sleep Disorders Center with 16 years of experience. I am
pleased to submit comments on Senate Bil12600 S. D. 2, which would establish licensure for
respiratory therapists. I am submitting written testimony to express my concern regarding the
added ambiguous exemption language for sleep technologists in SB2600 S. D. 2 Section 7 (2)
and what I believe could be significant repercussions if this legislation is passed without change
to such exemption language.

SD 2600 S.D; 2, Section 7 (2) states that a person working as a sleep technologist is exempted
from this bill if he/she "has passed an examination for set-up, titration, and monitoring of
continuous positive airway pressure, bi-Ievel positive airway pressure for diagnostic purposes.".
There are issues with this language:

1. The ambiguity associated with the term "examination" may result in a large number and
variety of un-validated examinations [not approved by the BRPT and the American
Association of Sleep Technologists (AAST)] being used by local sleep testing facilities to
ensure compliance with this requirement.

The current nationally (and internationally) recognized certification examinations for
Polysornnographic Technologists and Polysomnographic Technicians are administered
by the Board ofRegistered Polysornnographic Technologists (BRPT). Sleep
Technologists and Sleep Technicians who have passed the BRPT examinations are
credentialed sleep professionals who have demonstrated a high degree of core
knowledge, skills, abilities and attributes in Polysomnographic Technology. Current
credentials awarded by the BRPT are: Registered Polysonmographic Technolog.ist
(RPSGT) and Certified Polysomnographic Te~hnician (CPSGT). (www.brpt.org)

Should it be necessary to include taking and passing an "examination" as a requirement
to demonstrate competency in this area, the BRPT and the AAST should be consulted
regarding the examination's specific name, content and format.

2. The present exemption language may unintentionally encroach and negatively impact the
scope of practice ofPolysornnographic Technologists and Polysonmographic Technicians
(available on www.aastweb.org) here in Hawaii by non-inclusion ofthose who are in
training and/or studying to become sleep technologists/technicians.
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3. " ... for diagnostic purposes." This phrase does not address the use of continuous positive
airway pressure and bi-Ievel positive airway pressure as treatment modalities which is an
essential component of the scope of practice for sleep technologists and sleep technicians.

It is due to the abovementioned issues that I support the Hawaii Sleep Society's recommendation
that the exemption language in SB2600 S.D. 2, Section 7 (2) be ammended as follows:

A person working as a Sleep Technologist/Technician as defined by the American
Association of Sleep Technologists (www.aastweb.org), a person in-training to be a Sleep
Technologist/Technician, and/or a person studying to become a Sleep
Technologist/Technician.

Respectfully yours,

c~ma",.H~uT··"',·~~

94-100 Huki Place, #8-202

Waipahu, HI 96797
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Comments:
I would like to request that the bill SB 2600 S.D. 2 not pass at this time until further
action on language changes are made to allow ALL SLEEP TECHNOLOGISTS, SLEEP TECHNICIANS, AND
SLEEP TRAINEES are able to perform the full duties of their job in a specialized field of
SLEEP. I am a Registered Polysomnographic Technologist who has worked in the field of SLEEP
for more then 7 years now. I am not against the licensing of Respiratory Therapists but I am
against the language in this bill that will not allow me to perform my job as an RPSGT to
·he fullest and in the best intrest of a patient. Like RTs I take my job very serious and

'ust that my patients understand that they are in good hands with a trained Sleep
I~chnologist, Sleep Technician, or Sleep Trainee and not just some person who gets exposure
to the field for a short period of time. Like RTs we as RPSGTs would not want anyone else
doing our work unless they are qualified. Please consider my testimony and understand that
although I am not against the licensing for Respiratory Therapist the language in this bill
will prevent me from doing my job as an RPSGT to the fullest. I would like to see this bill
pass only if ammendments are made to the language of this bill not affecting the work of any
Sleep Technologist, Sleep Technician, or Sleep Trainee.
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To: House Committee on Health
Rep. Ryan I. Yamane, Chair
Rep. Scott Y. Nishimoto, Vice Chair

By: AftY/.DN eftlS1-1 f
print name

Date: March 8,2010

credentials

\1\1£

city of residence

RE: . S62600 SD2 Relating to Healthcare
Heating scheduled for March 9, 2010 @ 1000 AM, Conference Rm 329

Chairs and Committee Members,

I support the intent of SB2600SD2 which seeks to regulate the practice of Respiratory
Care.

Licensing will help to protect the public from respiratory therapists who are unable to
obtain licenses 10 practice in the other 48 states who come to Hawaii seeking
employment opportunities for respiratory therapists.

I and my colleagues work along side physicians and nurses at the bedside of many
critically ill patients. We are entrusted with the respirators that support the breathing or
"life support" for these critically ill patients. Our potential to do harm is great. Yet
persons whose job involves hair care and cosmetics are required to be licensed while
we are allowed to practice without oversight and accountability. This does not make
good sense or offer the consumer of heal1hcare services, specifically respiratory care
services much protection.

I ask that you change this scenario and help to protect the health and welfare of the
people in Hawaii who require respiratory care services now and may in the future.

Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

~,--_f'.-_R-_T-;----:--:--- _
Signature, credential

...
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To: House Committee on Health
Rep. Ryan I. Yamane, Chair
Rep. Scott Y. Nishimoto, Vice Chair

By:
print name credentials

J./dlJel.uLU f~'Kl-1

city of residence

Date: March 8,2010

RE: . 5B2600 SD2 Relating to Heatthcare
Hearing scheduted for March 9,2010 @ 1000 AM. Conference Rm 329

Chairs and Committee Members,

I support the intent of 582600802 which seeks to regulate the practice of Respiratory
Care.

Licensing will help to protect the public from respiratory therapists who are unable to
obtain licenses to practice in the other 48 states who come to Hawaii seeking
employment opportunities for respiratory therapists.

I and my colleagues work along side physicians and nurses at the bedside of many
critically ill patients. We are entrusted with the respirators that support the breathing or
"Hfe support" for these critically ill patients. Our potential to do harm is great. Yet
persons whose job involves hair care and cosmetics are reqUired to be licensed while
we are allowed to practice without oversight and accountability. This does not make
good sense or offer the consumer of healthcare services, specifically respiratory care
services much protection.

, ask that you change this scenario and help to protect the health and welfare of the
people in Hawaii who require respiratory care services now and may in the future.

Thank you for your time.

Signature, credential

Sincerely,

b La-<:=-= fLn crf-r

MAR-08-2010 11:48AM FAX: 8085377832 ID: REP ~HSHIMOTO PAGE:010 R=95%
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House Committee on Health
Rep. Ryan I. Yamane, Chair
Rep. Scott Y. Nishimoto, Vice Chair

WyprlJ1Y1& ~1#t,t7By:

To:

Date: March 8, 2010

RE: . 882600 SD2 Relating to Healthcare
Hearing scheduled for March 9, 2010 @ 1000 AM, Conference Rm 329

Chairs and Committee Members,

I support the intent of 5826008D2 which seeks to regulate the practice of Respiratory
Care.

Licensing will help to protect the pUblic from respiratory therapists who are unable to
obtain licenses to practice in the other 48 states who come to Hawaii seeking
employment opportunities for respiratory therapists.

f and my colleagues work along side physicians and nurses at the bedside of many
critically ill patients. We are entrusted with the respirators that support the breathing or
"life support" for these critically ill patients. Our potential to do harm is great. Yet
persons whose job involves hair care and cosmetics are required to be licensed while
we are allowed to practice without oversight and accountability_ This does not make
good sense or offer the consumer of healthcare services, specifically respiratory care
services much protection.

I ask that you change this scenario and help to protect the health and welfare of the
people in Hawaii who require respiratory care services now and may in the future.

ThaR!<--.y,ou for your time.

'cerJ !
'- !

(
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To: House Committee on Health
Rep. Ryan I. Yamane, Chair
Rep. Scott Y. Nishimoto, Vice Chair

By; ~)n!ie

Date: March 8,2010

credentials

LATE

~o~L~
city of residence

RE: . 8B2600 502 Relating to Healthcare
Hearing scheduled for March 9,2010 @ 1000 AM, Conference Rm 329

Chairs and Committee Members,

I support the intent of SB2600SD2 which seeks to regulate the practice of Respiratory
Care.

Licensing will help to protect the pUblic from respiratory therapists who are unable to
obtain licenses to practice in the other 48 states who come to Hawaii seeking
employment opportunities for respiratory therapists.

I and my colleagues work along side physicians and nurses at the bedside of many
critically ill patients. We are entrusted with the respirators that support the breathing or
"life support" for these critically ill patients. Our potential to do harm is great. Yet
persons whose job involves hair care and cosmetics are required to be licensed while
we are allowed to practice without oversight and accountability. This does not make
good sense or offer the consumer of healthcare services, specifically respiratory care
services much protection.

I ask that you change this scenario and help to protect the health and welfare of the
people in Hawaii who require respiratory care services now and may in the future.

_t.y
----\-8:~---=~~:_:_:_----

MRR-08-2010 11:48RM FRX:8085377832 ID:REP NISHIMOTO PRGE:013 R=95%
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To:

By:

House Committee on Health
Rep. Ryan I. Yamane, Chair

~~~\;;NiS(i~O;t~i:Chair

print name

~ RRT 'A0~ ()\\l\\j
"~"::'-_---'-~~~-~-

credentials city of residence

Date: March 8, 2010

RE: . 5B2600 SD2 Relating to Healthcare
Hearing scheduled for March 9, 2010 @ 1000 AM, Conference Rm 329

Chairs and Committee Members,

I support the intent of S82600502 which seeks to regulate the practice of Respiratory
Care.

Licensing will help to protect the public from respiratory therapists who are unable to
obtain licenses to practice in the other 48 states who come to Hawaii seeking
employment opportunities for respiratory therapists,

I and my colleagues work along side physicians and nurses at the bedside of many
critically ill patients. We are entrusted with the respirators that support the breathing or
"life support" for these critically ill patients. Our potential to do harm is great. Yet
persons whose job involves hair care and cosmetics are required to be licensed while
we are allowed to practice without oversight and accountability, This does not make
good sense or offer the consumer of healthcare services, specifically respiratory care
services much protection.

I ask that you change this scenario and help to protect the health and welfare of the
people in Hawaii who require respiratory care services now and may in the future.

Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

\r{"""U o.V"'Ull \

MAR-08-2010 11:49AM FAX: 8085377832 ID:REP NISHIMOTO
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TRSTJMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB SB2GOOSD2
Rel~ting to Respiratory Care
Heating Tuesday. March 9 2010

Tu: Huu:'ic Conunittcc on Health
Rep. Ryan 1. Yamane, Chair
Rep. Scoll Y. Nbhimoto, Vice-chair

LATE

By: Mark. Sappington RRT
Manager Clinical Services - Cardiopulmonary Therapy ulld Diagnostics

Rc: HB SB2600SD2 RELATING TO RESPIRATORY CARE

Honorable; Chair amI Commiltee Membc::rs:
ram in support nflTB 2600SD2. This mea!'>ure seeks to establish licensing and regulatory
requirements f'or practice of respiratory t:are lhat would safeguard lhe cart: of lhe
respiratory patients in our community.

• Re~piralOry Thc.rapy has developed inlu a highJy spedfic tleJd of practice with the
therapist using assessment and critical thinking to formulate the pati,~nt plan ur
care. No othe·r adjunct medkal prL)l~~sion a::l~btjng the physician goes through
even a fraction of the emlCatlonal process that is necessary to obtain a Natiunal
Credential in Respiratory Car~_ That is why hospitals and medical companies
alike utilize the expertise of a credentialed Respiratory Practitioner. They know
wh<1l. <.;an happen when a critical Iife function is interrupted by a mis!<1ken medical
gas deJivery or failure of an intensive care device. The~e are the worst of l1ledical
nl;;gligt:nce. Many errurs go unseen and unreported_

• The crcckntial 8CfVt';!I only a porlion of our respon!'>ihiJity to patient care. As 48
other states have recognized, professional regulation would assur~ that not only
do we utilize credentialed pCflionnd hut we, also employ medica.l practitioners
who IlremornHy, elhictll1y, ~mll {;riminally scrutini:c:cd before providing care to our
pntiellts lmd families. In Hawaii Respiratory Therapists Can:

)ir Have their license. revoked in another slate. and emIle here to practice.
? Be fired for ethical issues and hired at another hospiLal a~ then.: i:s no

agency to l'ep011 to.
~ Test positive for dnlgs or alcohol and COl1til11.lc. to work in the field without

treatmel1t or counseJing.
);- Can have criminal records that affect safe praclk.e of Respiratory Care.
).0 Assume the role, identity 01' practice ofa respiratory employee without a

credential.
I consider myselfl'lot only a healthc.al'c provider, but also a patienl advocate. The safety
and care ofmy patients has alway::! bl;;un first and toremost in my career. Having some
years ago come from a state with Jegislative regulation I have seen and have been directly
involved with CaBCS uf employe.es who are unfit, incompetent, or neglige11t in the
delivery of respiratory care. I am asking this committee to strongly consider the
prott:<:tiun of our state's medical patientI' by supporting HB SB2600 SD2.
Thanks you for your time,

Mark Sappington

6TS898£808: 0.L b2T9.LbSB08
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To:

By:

House Committee on Health
Rep. Ryan I. Yamanel Chair
Rep. Scott Y. Nishimoto, Vice Chair

_\:)~t,,=..l:-C\.---:~~....:.-.;;.'--l..~_---'_"_.....J.....~~.~, l/vvr-OlWlLA.
print name credentials city of residence

Date: March 8, 2010

RE: '882600 8P2 Relating to Healthcare
Hearihg scheduled for March 9,2010 @ 1000 AM, Conference Rm 329

Chairs and Committee Members,

I support the intent of 862600802 which seeks to regulate the practice of Respiratory
Care,

Licensing Will help to protect the public from respiratory therapists who are unable to
obtain licenses to pre'etice in the other 48 states who come to Hawaii seeking
employment opportunities for respiratory therapists.

I and my colleagues work along side physicians and nurses at the bedside of many
critically ill patients, We are entrusted with the respirators that support the breathing or
Illife support" for these critically ill patients. Our potential to do harm is great. Yet
persons whose job involves hair care and cosmetics are required to be licensed while
we are allowed to practice without oversight and accountability_ This does not make
good sense or offer the consumer of healthcare services, specifically respiratory care
services much protection.

I ask that you change this scenario and help to protect the health and welfare of the
people in Hawaii who require respiratory care services now and may in the future.

Thank you for your time.

S~,~
Signat~~

M8R-08-2010 02:28PM FAX: 8085377832 ID:REP NISHIMOTO PAGE: 002 R=96:~
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To:

By:

House Committee on Health
Rep. Ryan I. Yamane, Chair
Rep. Scott Y. Nishimoto, Vice Chair

KOJiItL-D 7. ~4 ke..F--
print name

".

credentials City of residence

Date: March 8, 2010

RE: ·582600502 Relating to Healthcare
Hearing scheduled for March 9, 2010 @ 1000 AM, Conference Rm 329

Chairs and Committee Members,

I support the intent of 5826005D2 which seeks to regulate the practice of Respiratory
Care.

Licensing will help to protect the pUblic from respiratory therapists who are unable to
obtain licenses to practice in the other 48 states who come to Hawaii seeking
employment opportunities for respiratory therapists.

I and my colleagues work along side physicians and nurses at the bedside of many
critically ill patients. We are entrusted with the respirators that support the breathing or
"Iif-e support" for these critically ill patients. Our potential to do harm is great Yet
persons whose job involves hair care and cosmetics are requited to be licensed while
we are allowed to practice without oversight and accountability. This does not make
good sense or offer the consumer of healthcare services. specifically respiratory care
services much protection.

I ask that you change this scenario and help to protect the health and welfare of the
people in Hawaii who require respiratory care services now and may in the future.

Thank you for your time.

Signature, credential

MAR-08-2010 02:28PM FAX: 8085377832 ID: REP NISHH10m PAGE:003 R=95%
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To;

By:

House Committee on Health
Rep. Ryan I. Yamane, Chair
Rep. Scott Y. Nishimoto, Vice Chair

\JA\~ \( ·1fA\Z~Vl6\~
print name credentials

0~0~
city of residence

Date: March 8, 2010

RE: . 562600 SD2 Relating to Healthcare
Hearing scheduled for March 9, 2010 @ 1000 AM, Conference Rm 329

Chairs and Committee Members,

I support the intent of 882600802 which seeks to regulate the practice of Respiratory
Care.

Licensing will help to protect the pUblic from respiratory therapists who are unable to
obtain licenses to practice in the other 48 states who come to Hawaii seeking
employment opportunities for respiratory therapists.

I and my colleagues work along side physicians and nurses at the bedside of many
critically ill patients. We are entrusted with the respirators that support the breathing or
"life support" for these critically ill patients. Our potential to do harm is great. Yet
persons whose job involves hair care and cosmetics are required to be licensed while
we are allowed to practice without oversight and accountability. This does not make
good sense or offer the consumer of healthcare services, specifically respiratory care
services much protection.

I ask that you change this scenario and help to protect the health and welfare of the
people in Hawaii who require respiratory care services now and may in the future.

Thank you for your time.

MAR-08-2010 02:28PM FAX: 8085377832 ID:REP NISHIMOTO PAGE:D04 R=95%
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To: House Committee on Health
Rep. Ryan I. Yamane, Chair
Rep. Scott Y. Nishimoto, Vice Chair

By: ottfhmiv JLfr:.....;;.;(,{~r!l"------J_P{l( fuJ!MJiwal/
print name credentials city of residence

Date: March 8,2010

RE: 'SB2600 SD2 Relating to Healthcare
Hearing scheduled for March 9,2010 @ 1000 AM. Conference Rm 329

Chairs and Committee Members.

I support the intent of 882600802 which seeks to regulate the practice of Respiratory
Care.

Licensing will help to protect the public from respiratory therapists who are unable to
obtain licenses to practice in the other 48 states who come to Hawaii seeking
employment opportunities for respiratory therapists.

I and my colleagues work along side physicians and nurses at the bedside of many
critically ill patients. We are entrusted with the respirators that support the breathing or
"life support" for these critically ill patients. Our potential to do harm is great. Yet
persons whose job involves hair care and cosmetics are required to be licensed while
we are allowed to practice without oversight and accountability. This does not make
good sense or offer the consumer of healthcare services, specifically respiratory care
services much protection.

I ask that you change this scenario and help to protect the health and welfare of the
people in Hawaii who require respiratory care services now and may in the future,

Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

~¥J:dt~

MRR-08-2010 02: 29F't'1 FRX: 8085377832 ID:REP NISHIMOTO PRGE:005 R=95%
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To: House Committee on Health
Rep. Ryan I. Yamane, Chair
Rep. Scott Y. Nishimoto, Vice Chair

By: Gl\CA\(l'f ~~~~r1:'.:....!.t ~~:!.:....l~L-.e-----c~-=--~n-ti-aIS-~~~~-

Date: March 8,2010

RE: . 562600 SD2 Relating to Healthcare
Hearing scheduled for March 9, 2010 @ 1000 AM, Conference Rm 329

Chairs and Committee Members,

I support the intent of 582600502 which seeks to regulate the practice of Respiratory
Care.

Licensing will help to protect the public from respiratory therapists who are unable to
obtain licenses to practice in the other 48 states who come to Hawaii seeking
employment opportunities for respiratory therapists.

I and my colleagues work along side physicians and nurses at the bedside of many
critically ill patients. We are entrusted with the respirators that support the breathing or
"life support" for these critically ill patients. Our potential to do harm is great. Yet
persons whose job involves hair care and cosmetics are required to be licensed while
we are allowed to practice without oversight and accountability. This does not make
good sense or offer the consumer of healthcare services, specifically respiratory care
services much protection.

I ask that you change this scenario and help to protect the health and welfare of the
people in Hawaii who require respiratory care services now and may in the future.

Thank you for your time.

~'lHR-08-2010 02: 29p~1 FAX: 8085377832 ID:REP NISHIMOTO PAGE: 006 R='36%



LATE

To: House Committee on Health
Rep. Ryan I. Yamane, Chair
Rep. Scott Y. Nishimoto, Vice Chair

By: ;0.tM:i.c CId:.!L4-~ ~.......,.,..ef;=r~__, t<aJl'l(l (ii-I!
print name credentials city of residence

Date: March 8, 2010

RE: . S82600 SD2 Relating to Healthcare
Hearing scheduled for March 9~ 2010 @ 1000 AM, Conference Rm 329

Chairs and Committee Members,

I support the intent of 5826005D2 which seeks to regulate the practice of Respiratory
Care.

Licensing will help to protect the public from respiratory therapists who are unable to
obtain licenses to practice in the other 48 states who come to Hawaii seeking
employment opportunities for respiratory therapists.

I and my colleagues work along side physicians and nurses at the bedside of many
critically ill patients. We are entrusted with the respirators that support the breathing or
'llife support" for these critically III patients. Our potential to do harm is great. Yet
persons whose job involves hair care and cosmetics are required to be licensed while
we are allowed to practice without oversight and accountability. This does not make
good sense or offer the consumer of healthcare services, specifically respiratory care
services much protection.

I ask that you change this scenario and help to protect the health and welfare of the
people in Hawaii who require respiratory care services now and may in the future.

Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

MAR-08-2010 02:29PM FAX: 8085377832 ID:REP NISHIMOTO PRGE:007 R=95%
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To:

By:

tATE

House Committee on Health
Rep. Ryan I. Yamane, Chair
Rep. ?tly. Nishimoto, Vice Chair

_~~~---.,;......_J1--:-~;;...;.;...JI--.:.-. ,_~r~~-:--I_k.~{e;7d--_.. ........,...-_
print name credentials city of residence

Date: March 8, 2010

RE: . 882600 S02 Relating to Healthcare
Hearing scheduled'for March 9, 2010@ 1000 AM, Conference Rm 329

Chairs and Committee Members,

I support the intent of 882600802 which seeks to regulate the practice of Respiratory
Care.

Licensing will help to protect the public from respiratory therapists who are unable to
obtain licenses to practice in the other 48 states who come to Hawaii seeking
employment opportunities for respiratory therapists.

I and my colleagues work along side physicians and nurses at the bedside of many
critically ill patients. We are entrusted with the respirators that support the breathing or
"life supportll for these critically ill patients, Our potential to do harm is great. Yet
persons whose job involves hair care and cosmetics are required to be licensed while
we are allowed to practice without oversight and accountability. This does not make
good sense or offer the consumer of healthcare services, specifically respiratory care
services much protection.

I ask that you change this scenario and help to protect the health and welfare of the
people in Hawaii who require respiratory care services now and may in the future.

---~_. H-;-"
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To:

By:

House Committee on Health
Rep. Ryan I. Yamane, Chair
Rep. Scott Y. Nishimoto, Vice Chair

-j.i~··)~q=..!...n~/e.=-+I_(",--~-=......;l.\.:..;:;....sob---'---'o,,-, ,_~(..:.=--~-+-I__,~
..... print name credentials city of residence

Date: March 8, 2010

RE: ·582600 S02 Relating to Healthcare
Hearing scheduled for March 9, 2010 @ 1000 AM, Conference Rm 329

Chairs and Committee Members,

I support the intent of 8B26005D2 which seeks to regulate the practice of Respiratory
Care.

Licensing will help to protect the public from respiratory therapists who are unable to
obtain licenses to practice in the other 48 states who come to Hawaii seeking
employment opportunities for respiratory therapists.

I and my colleagues work along side physicians and nurses at the bedside of many
critically ill patients. We are entrusted with the respirators that support the breathing or
IIlife support" for these critically ill patients. Our potential to do hann is great. Yet
persons whose job involves hair care and cosmetics are required to be licensed while
we are allowed to practice without oversight and accountability. This does not make
good sense or offer the consumer of healthcare services. specifically respiratory care
services much protection.

I ask that you change this scenario and help to protect the health and welfare of the
people in Hawaii who require respiratory care services now and may in the future.

Thank you for your time.

Sincerel~", /) l

6)~~~ Q2-It-r
Signature. credentIal
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Rep. Ryan l. Yamane, Chair
Rep. Scott Y. Nishimoto, Vice Chair
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Date: March 8, 2010

RE: . 582600 S02 Relating to Healthcare
Hearing scheduled for March 9, 2010 @ 1000 AM, Conference Rm 329

Chairs and Committee Members,

I support the intent of SB2600802 which seeks to regulate the practice of Respiratory
Care.

Licensing will help to protect the public from respiratory therapists who are unable to
obtain licenses to practice in the other 48 states who come to Hawaii seeking
employment opportunities for respiratory therapists.

I and my colleagues work along side physicians and nurses at the bedside of many
critically ill patients. We are entrusted with the respirators that support the breathing or
"life support" for these critically ill patients. Our potential to do harm is great. Yet
persons whose job involves hair care and cosmetics are required to be licensed while
we are allowed to practice without oversight and accountability. This does not make
good sense or offer the consumer of healthcare services, specifically respiratory care
services much protection.

I ask that you change this scenario and help to protect the health and welfare of the
people in Hawaii who require respiratory care services now and may in the future.

Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

1lht&~, r<RT
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Rep- Ryan I. Yamane, Chair
Rep. Scott Y. Nishimoto, Vice Chair
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credentials city of residence

Date: March 8, 2010

RE: . 8B2600 SD2 Relating to Healthcare
Hearing scheduled for March 9, 2010 @ 1000 AM, Conference Rm 329

Chairs and Committee Members,

I support the intent of 8B2600SD2 which seeks to regulate the practice of Respiratory
Care.

Licensing will help to protect the public from respiratory therapists who are unable to
obtain licenses to practice in the other 48 states who come to Hawaii seeking
employment opportunities for respiratory therapists.

I and my colleagues work along side physicians and nurses at the bedside of many
critically ill patients. We are entrusted with the respirators that support the breathing or
"life support" for these critically ill patients. Our potential to do harm is great. Yet
persons whose job involves hair care and cosmetics are required to be licensed while
we are allowed to practice without oversight and accountability. This does not make
good sense or offer the consumer of healthcare services, specifically respiratory care
services much protection.

I ask that you change this scenario and help to protect the health and welfare of the
people in Hawaii who require respiratory care services now and may in the future.

Thank you for your time.

n ture, credential
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By:

House Committee on Health
Rep. .Ryan I. Yamane, Chair
Rep. Scott Y. Nishimoto, Vice Chair
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Date: March 8, 2010

RE: . 582600 SD2 Relating to Healthcare
Hearing scheduled for March 9, 2010 @ 1000 AM, Conference Rm 329

Chairs and Committee Members,

I support the intent of 582600802 which seeks to regulate the practice of Respiratory
Care.

Licensing will help to protect the public from respiratory therapists who are unable to
obtain licenses to practice in the other 48 states who come to Hawaii seeking
employment opportunities for respiratory therapists.

, and my colleagues work along side physicians and nurses at the bedside of many
critically ill patients. We are entrusted with the respirators that support the breathing or
"life support" for these critically ill patients. OUf potential to do harm is great. Yet
persons whose job involves hair care and cosmetics are reqUired to be licensed while'
we are allowed to practice without oversight and accountability. This does not make
good sense or offer the oonsumer of healthcare services, specifically respiratory care
services much protection.

I ask that you change this scenario and help to protect the health and welfare of the
people in Hawaii who require respiratory care services now and may in the future.

Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,
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House Committee on Health
Rep. Ryan l. Yamane, Chair
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. Date: March 8, 2010

RE: . 582600 SD2 Relating to Hef'lthcare
Hearing scheduled for March 9, 2010 @ 1000 AM, Conference Rm 329

Chairs and Committee Members,

I support the intent of 882600802 which seeks to regulate the practice of Respiratory
Care.

Licensing will help to protect the public from respiratory therapists who are unable to
obtain licenses to practice in the other 48 states who come to Hawaii seeking
employment opportunities for respiratory therapists.

I and my colleagues work along side physicians and nurses at the bedside of many
critically ill patients. We are entrusted with the respirators that support the breathing or
"life support" for these critically ill patients. Our potential to do harm is great. Yet
persons whose job involves hair care and cosmetics are required to be licensed while
we are allowed to practice without oversight·and accountability. This dQes not make
good sense or offer the consumer of healthcare services, specifically respiratory care
services much protection.

I ask that you change this scenario and help to protect the health and welfare of the
people in Hawaii who require respiratory care services now and may in the Mure.

Thank you for your time.

A Ow
Signature, credential
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Representative Ryan. I. Yamane
Chair, House Committee OIl.Health
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 419
415 South Beretania Street
Honolulu, HI 96813

RE: Senate Bill SO 2600
LATE

Dear Representative Yamane:

My name is Dr. Marc Kruger and I am a practicing pulmonologist and the Medical Director ofthe
Kuakini Pulmonary Sleep Disorders Center. I am pleased to sUbmit oomments On Senate Bill
2600 S: D. 2, which would establish licensure for respiratory therapists. I am in favor ofthjs bill;
but wa:nted to express my concern regarding the added ambiguous exemption language for sleep
technologists in SB2600 S. D. 2 Section 7 (2) and what I believe could be significant
repercussions if this legislation is passed without change to such exemption language.

SD 2600 S.D. 2,. Section 7 (2) states that a person working as a sleep technologist is exempted
from this bill ifhe/she \~has passed an examination for set-up, titration, and monitoring of
continuous positive airway pressure j bi-Ievel positive airway pressure fOT diagnostkpurposeS.".
There are issues with this language: .

1) Tbe ambiguity associated with the term "examination" may result in a large number anli
variety ohm-validated exanrinations [not approved by the BRPT and the American
Association ofSleep Technologists (AAST)] being used by local sleep testing facilities to
ensure oompliance with this requirement. The current nationally (and illtemationaHy)
recognized certification examinations for Polysomnographic TechnolOgists and
Poly~omnographic Technicians are administered by the Board ofRegistered
PolYsom.n<.lgraphic Technologists (BRPT). Sleep Technologists and Sleep Technicians
who have passed the BRPr examinations are credentialed sleep professionals who have
demonstra.ted a high degree of core 1<nowledge, skills, abilities and attributes in·
Polysornnographic Tedmology. Cunent credentials awarded by the BRPT are:
Registered Polysomnographic Technologist (RPSGT) and Certified Polysomnograpbic

Technician (CPSG1). (www.brpt.org). Should it be necesSary to include taking and
passing an "exa.m.inatiori" as a requirement to demonstrate competency in this~ the
BRPT and the AAST should be consulted regarding the examination's specific name,
content and format.

2) Another unintended consequence ofhaving the language state that the sleep tedmQIQgi~

"passed an examination," would mean that thiS board would have to monitor and poliCe
the sleep center8~ sleep labs, and all the sleep tectmologists/technkians. to enforce this. I
believe this would be beyond the scope ofthis bill. Ifthe intent ofthis bill is to alSo
police the sleep community. then it should include wording from the tvvo national
organizations above in #1. Wlrile·the Hawaii Sleep Society hopes to someday have a .
licenSing board for sleep technologist/technicians, trying to include it in t:hi.s current bill
would be difficult and likely delay the bill. In the bi1l~ it clearly states that they do not·
wish to exclude people in otherprofessions as long as they do not,pUlpOrt to be .
respiratory therapist. Since the sleep technologist/rechtlicians do not purport as being ...
respiratoIY therapists, the examination wording should be excluded and s:tated·asbelow.

':,' .
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3) The present exernpti<mlanguage may unintentionally encroach.and negatively..imp.act the
sco~ ofPractice ofPolysomnographic Teclm~~ogists ~d Po~somnograplric Tec:~iCi1A

(a~1.lable on www.a~stweb.Qrg) here m Hawau by ~on-mc~10n of those '\\'hQ are m- TE
trammg and/or studying to become sleep technologJ.Sts!:techniCla1lS. .'

. . .

. 4) "... for diagnostic purposes." This phrase does not address the ~of eontimious Positii;,.e ..
airw'ay pressure and bi-level positive aiJ:'\\.·ay preSSUIe as treatn:ient·modali1ie~ which is an .
essential component of the scope ofpractice for sleep technOlOgists 3nd sIeepteclmicians.

It is due to the abovementioned issues that I support the :Hawaii SleepSociet,Y's recomiliendation
that the exemption language in SB2600 S.D. 2, section 7 (2) be amended as follows:

A person working as a Sleep TechnologistlI'echnkiaa as defined by tile .American
Association of Sleep Technologists (www.aastweb.org), a person in-training to be a
Sleep Tecbnologistlfechnician, and/or a pe.rson studying to become a Sleep'
TecbDologiStlTeclanician.

Marc Kruger, M.
MediCal Director, Pulmonary Sleep Disorders Center
347 North Kuakini Street
Honolulu, Hawaii 96814
808-541·9119
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March 9, 2010
Conference Room 329, 10:00 am

To: The Senate Committee
Representative: Yamane

From: Kristin M. Une, BS, RPSGT
Registered Polysomnographic Technologist
The Queen's Medical Center - Queen's Sleep Center

RE: Testimony in Support of S8 2600 SD2 with Proposed Amendments
Relating to Respiratory Care

LATE

My name is Kristin M. Une, BA, RPSGT and I am employed at the Queen's Medical Center,
Sleep Center.

As a clinical associate with The Queen's Medical Center, Sleep Center for 9 years, I am writing in
support of SB 2600 S02 which would establish licensing and regulatory requirements for the
practice of respiratory care.

However, we do have concerns that an unintended consequence of this bill would be to disrupt
care practices by preventing non-Respiratory Therapists from providing care currently done by
other medical care specialists (e.g. technicians and technologists). Under the current verbiage of
this bill, Sleep Technologists who have advanced education and training may potentially not be
allowed to perform sleep studies as medical gases, CPAP, and Bi-Ievel airway pressure
modalities are used during this testing.

The American Academy of Sleep Medicine (AASM), along with the Board of Registered
Polysomnographic Technologists (BRPT) and the American Association of Sleep Technologists
(AAST) have established specialized and focused education for over 25 years, and have
continued requirements to ensure proper qualifications for Sleep Technologists. Sleep
Technologists, including myself, have surpassed these requirements set forth by the BRPT and
AAST, and have taken a national board examination and are credentialed to perform
polysomnograms and all treatment modalities involved.

As currently stated in SB 2600 S02, and if it should precede as such, majority of the staff
employed at The Queen's Sleep Center could potentially lose their ability to practice Sleep
Medicine. This would occur despite advanced education and training in accordance with the
AASM, national certification examination, and continued education in Sleep Medicine. It would be
an injustice to Sleep Professionals to exclude them from practicing in the field they have spent
years continuing growth and development within.

Therefore we ask that SB 2600 S02 be amended to allow the exemptions for Sleep
Technologists, Technicians, and students enrolled in an accredited program to perform the
duties, but not limited to, the application and titration of CPAP, Bi-Ievel therapy, and oxygen.

Page 1 of2



Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of S8 2600 S02. We ask that you pass this
measure with the suggested exemption language.

Thank you,
Kristin M. Une, BS, RPSGT

Page 2 of2
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To: House Commitlee on Health
Rep. Ryan I. Yamane, Chair
Rep. Scott Y. Nishimoto. Vice Chair

By: iZlMbV\l'\ Uf.e;l.. .
print name
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credentials city of residence

Date: March 8,2010

RE: '5B2600 SD2 Relating to Healthcare
Hearing scheduled for March 9, 201Q @ 1000 AM, Conference Rm 329

Chairs and Committee Members,

I support the intent of S82600502 which seeks to regulate the practice of Respiratory
Care.

Licensing will help to protect the public from respiratory therapists who are unable to
obtain licenses to practice in the other 48 states who come to Hawaii seeking
employment opportunities for respiratory therapists.

'\
I and my colleagues work along side physicians and nurses at the bedside of many
critically ill patients. We are entrusted with the respirators that support the breathing or
"life support" for these critically ill patients. Our potential to do harm is great Yet
persons whose job involves hair care and cosmetics are required to be licensed while
we are allowed to practice without oversight and accountability. This does not make
good sense or offer the consumer of healthcare services, specifically respiratory care
services much protection.

I ask that you change this scenario and help to protect the health and welfare of the
people in Hawaii who require respiratory care services now and may in the future.
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House Committee on Health
Rep. Ryan I. Yamane, Chair
Rep. Scott Y. Nishimoto, Vice Chair
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Date: March 8, 2010

RE: S62600 SD2 Relating to Healthcare
Hearing scheduled for March 9, 2010 @ 1000 AM, Conference Rm 329

Chairs and Committee Members,

I support the intent of 8B2600802 which seeks to regulate the practice of Respiratory
Care.

Licensing will help to protect the public from respiratory therapists who are unable to
obtain licenses to practice in the other 48 states who come to Hawaii seeking
employment opportunities for respiratory therapists.

I and my colleagues work along side physicians and nurses at the bedside of many
critically ill patients. We are entrusted with the respirators that support the breathing or
"life support" for these critically ill patients. Our potential to do harm is great. Yet
persons whose job involves hair care and cosmetics are required to be licensed while
we are allowed to practice without oversight and accountability. This does not make
good sense or offer the consumer of healthcare services, specifically respiratory care
services much protection.

I ask that you change this scenario and help to protect the health and welfare of the
people in Hawaii who require respiratory care services now and may in the future.

Thank you for your time.
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March 8, 2010

Representative Ryan I. Yamane
Chair, House Committee on Health
Hawai'i State Capitol, Room 419
415 South Beretania Street
Honolulu, HI 96813

Dear Representative Yamane:

RE: 582600 S.D. 2

LATE

My name is Linda E. Kapuniai, Dr. PH and I am a Professional Staff member (Clinical
Associate) employed for over 25 years at the Sleep Disorders Center of the Pacific at
Straub Clinic & Hospital. I am pleased to submit comments on this bill which would
establish licensure for respiratory therapists. This written testimony asks that the current
version of this bill be rejected because substantive modifications need to be made made
to Section 7 Exemptions, item (2). I also am proposing alternative language for Section
7 Exemption item (2). First and foremost, I believe it is inappropriate for this Act to
establish licensure requirements for the practice of respiratory care as provided by
"Respiratory Therapists" to set out requirements for other health care professionals
whose practices may have some overlap with their scope of work.

The exemption chapter specifically states that this chapter is not intended to restrict the
practice of other licensed or credentialed health care practitioners working within their
own scopes of practice. I appreciate that Bill for an Act SB2600 S.D.2 made specific
mention of sleep technologists so that there could be no question that persons
credentialed in this profession could not be construed as not meeting the intention not to
restrict the practice of other licensed or credentialed health care practitioners as noted
above.

Therefore, I would suggest that the language in Section 7 item (2) should be modified to
read as follows:

"A person working as a polysomnographic (sleep) technologist or technician."

In accord with item (3) that refers to a person enrolled as a student and so on, that there
could be similar language to read as below or simply adding student/trainee to the
bolded language above.

"A person who is a student or trainee in polysomnographic technology during their
course of study/training where the performance of duties relevant to the scope of work
adopted by the polysomnographic technology profession is an integral part of the
student's or trainee's program of study/training.

Respectfully yours,

~~
Linda E. Kapuniai, Dr.PH, M.P.H., M.A.

91-1097 Kanela St., Ewa Beach HI 96706
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Submitted by: Thomas Munzlinger
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Submitted on: 3/9/2010

Comments:
I support, with reservation on the language of the practice of a Sleep Technologist,this
bill. It is overdue in Hawaii. I have 12 years of experience in Respiratory Therapy and 23
years as a Sleep Technologist in 5 states. I Suggest a change in the amendments for Sleep
Technologists to prevent turf battles for such practice that has wasted countless hours,
finances and created hardship in other states like California, New York, Nebraska and
Florida. I suggest it read as follows:

1. This license will not infringe upon the Practice of Sleep Medicine by nationally
credentialed Sleep Medicine practitioners or students of such who are formally enrolled in an
approved Sleep Medicine educational program for a training period not to exceed two years,
and being taught under the direction of credentialed Technologists.
(Presently, to my knowlege, there are only non-traditional training programs for Sleep
Medicine in Hawaii.)

2. The use of positive airway devices and low flow oxygen therapy for diagnostic studies on
the natural airway in an Accredited Sleep Laboratory by a credentialed Sleep Practitioner,
under the supervision of a Physician Boarded in Sleep Medicine, shall not be restricted.

The purpose of this language is not to restrict competent Sleep Technologists or students of
such, but to prohibit unregulated, incompetent medical procedures from taking place in
Hawaii.

Thank you
Thomas G Munzlinger, BS, CRT, RPSGT
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