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TESTIMONY ON SENATE BILL NO. 2600, S.D. 2, H. 0.2, RELATING TO
HEALTHCARE.

TO THE HONORABLE MARCUS R. OSHIRO, CHAIR,
AND MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE:

My name is Celia Suzuki, Acting Licensing Administrator for the Professional and

Vocational Licensing Division ("PVLDn
) of the Department of Commerce and Consumer

Affairs ("DCCAn
). PVLD appreciates the opportunity to testify on S.B. No. 2600, S.D. 2,

H.D. 2, Relating to Healthcare.

For the Committee's information, much of the contents of this bill represents

consensus between PVLD and the proponents for regulation. Our position, however is

that if regulation is enacted, it should be in the form of a certification program and not

licensure. We also advised that a licensure structure would entail higher costs as
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additional staff and general funds for start-up costs will be needed, whereas a

certification structure would not.

Also, we do not support the requirement that to renew a license, a person must

complete at least 18 credit hours of continuing education. Before continuing education

is imposed as a condition to renew, there should be (1) a demonstrated need to impose

such a requirement; (2) identification of the objective(s) that mandatory continuing

education is meant to address; (3) a review of existing mechanisms or methods and a

finding that mandatory continuing education is the best method to achieve the

objective(s) identified in (3) above; (4) verification that continuing education courses

meeting the objective(s) are readily available and accessible to the person; (5)

evidence that the fiscal impact on the professional will not be adverse; and (6)

confirmation that resources are available for the regulatory agency to implement the

continuing education program. Until all of these issues are addressed, we cannot

support continuing education as a requirement for the renewal of the license.

For the Committee's information, there will be start-up costs to implement the

Respiratory Therapist program. These additional costs will be passed on to licensees in

addition to regular fees for the new biennium. It is estimated that a total of 250

respiratory therapists (number provided to me by the proponents of the bill) will require

regulation.

Finally, we request that should this bill pass, the effective date be July 1, 2011 to

allow us sufficient time to ensure an efficient and smooth transition for the licensure of
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respiratory therapists. A one year delayed effective date has consistently been

supported by the Legislature.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on Senate Bill No. 2600, S.D. 2, H.D. 2.



J{SCRC Hawaii Society for Respiratory Care

Testimony in Support of SB 2600, SD2, HD2

To: House Committee on Finance, Marcus Oshiro, Chair and Marilyn Lee, Vice Chair

From: Ed Borza, RRT-NPS, CPFT, President HSRC

Committee Chair, Vice Chair and members of the committee,

I am testifying in support of SB 2600, SD2, HD2 to license and regulate respiratory
therapists (RTs) in Hawaii. RTs are involved in the care of the most critical patients
in Hawaii's healthcare system and also are critical in the continuum of care as
homecare providers, patient educators and advocates for lung health. It is critical
that the consumers and patients in Hawaii have the same protections afforded to
consumers of 48 other states, the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico. Because we
are among the last states (with Alaska) to recognize and regulate the profession,
there is a possibility of unethical or incompetent RT's coming from other states and
harming our patients. There is also the risk that an unscrupulous therapist could
move from hospital to hospital within our state.

RTs are involved with the most critically ill patients in Emergency departments and
Intensive care units, including pediatric and newborn intensive care. They are
primarily responsible for operating life-support equipment and assisting with, and
performing, invasive procedures such as arterial punctures and artificial airway
placement. RT's also administer medications and medical gasses that have the
potential to harm a patient if not correctly or safely administered.

It has sometimes been suggested that hospitals police the profession sufficiently by
requiring national credentials and doing "background" checks, but there is evidence
that this system is not always able to screen adequately. In Hawaii, employers are
not given access to licensing board decisions in many mainland jurisdictions
because we don't have a state licensing authority. The lack of a license in Hawaii
also means that Hawaii based RTs would not be eligible to apply for Federal disaster
relief teams and may be restricted from providing certain Medicare services if
regulations mandate services be provided by licensed professionals.

The HSRC is aware that regulating Respiratory Therapists will cost money, but we
accept that the cost of regulating the profession will be borne by the professionals
themselves. As long as the costs are in line with other health profesionals' licenses
in Hawaii and throughout the U.S. we are confident that Hawaii's RT professionals



will be accepting ofthe costs of insuring safety for the people of Hawaii. For
comparison, the highest initial RT license fee is in New York at $294 for 3 years (see
addendum). Wyoming, with roughly the same number oflicensees as we anticipate
for Hawaii (-300), charges $100 annually. Our colleagues in healthcare in Hawaii
pay rates comparable to these fees. Registered nurses in Hawaii pay $125 for a 2­
year license. Physicians currently pay $295 for 2-year licenses. We would
anticipate our rates to be comparable as the licensing agency would be able to use
already existing tests and procedures through the National Board of Respiratory
Care and the National network of Respiratory licensing agencies.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Aloha, Ed Borza, RRT-NPS, CPFT

Addendum; from AARC at
http://www.aarc.org/advocacyIstateIiicensure_matrix.html#matrix

Licensure Matrix

Affiliate #of Renewal C.E. Fees
Licenses Period Hours

Alabama0 Lic 2,545 Biannual 24 $lOQ-Initial
ensure $75-Renewal

AlaskaDNo
Act

ArizonaDLice 3,926 Biennial 20 $120-Initial + $100-
nsure feeD $120-Renewal

ArkansasDLi 1,900 Annual 12 $75-InitialD$30-F
Fee-$100 StatelFed



censure (Annually) Checks0-$41.25

CaliforniaOL 17,902 Biennial 15 $20D-Application fe
lcensure fee 0$230-RenewaJ

information: 0$51-
FingerprintDhttp://w1
dule.shtml

ColoradoOLi 2,305 Biannual none $85-Initial
censure required $60-Renewal

Connecticut0 1,767 Annual 6 $190-Initial0 $1 00-
Licensure (Annually) Renewal0 http://ww,,,

l&g=389576

DelawareOLi 655 Biennial 20 $80-Initial 0 $80-1
censure

District of 739 BiennialD(Jan 1603- $254-InitiaI0 $J69-
ColumbiaOLi 31 of each Ethics 0 8
censure odd numbered -Live

yr)

FloridaOLice RRTs:06, Biennial 24 $165-Initial ($1101
nsure 339 in

state, 547
out of
stateOCR
Ts:03,92
5 in state,
344 out of
state

Affiliate #of Renewal C.E. Fees



Licenses Period Hours

GeorgiaDLice 4,743 Biennial 30 $75-InitialD$80-F
nsure

HawaiiDNo
Act

IdahoDLicens 671 Annual 12 $80 - InitialD$40 -
ure

Illinois DLicen 5,850 Biennial 24 $100 - InitialD$120
sure , , (biennially

)

IndianaDLice 4,743 Biennial 15 $50 - InitialD $50 -
nsure

IowaDLicens 1,544 Biennial 24 (of $120 - Initial D$60 -
ure which 14

are "live")

KansasDLice 1,767 Annual 12 $80-InitialD$75-F
nsure

KentuckyDLi 3,300 Biennial 24 $125-InitialD $75-
censure

LouisianaDLi 3,436 Annual 10 $45.25-Background
censure (LRT) D$85-Renew

(LRT)D$220-Reins

Maine 656 Biennial 15 $256 (app/license/criJ
Licensure



Affiliate # of Renewal C.E. Fees
Licenses Period Hours

MarylandOLi 2,589 Biennial (May 16 $150-InitialD$135-
censure 30 every even fee

yr)

Massachusett 3,005010 Biennial 15 $260-Full 0 $150-1
sOLicensure 4-

Limited
(student)

Michigan 4,812 Biennial(2007 NA $95 - Initial
) $150 -Renewal - 2 ~

MinnesotaOL 1,725 Annual 24 $100 - InitialD$90-
lcensure (Biennially

)

MississippiD 2,121 Biennial 20 $75-InitialD $100-
Licensure

MissouriDLic 4,036 Biennial 24 $65 - InitialD$50-
ensure

MontanaOLic 517 Annual 24 $100-Initial0 $75-
ensure (Biennially

)

NebraskaOLi 1,336 June 1 on 20 $118-InitialO $118-
censure even years

NevadaOLice 1,325 Biennial 20 $100-applicationO$
nsure including renewalD $75-back~

2 hr in



ethics

New 477 Biennial 24 $110 + $60 applicatic
Hampshire0 (Biennially
Licensure )

Affiliate # of Renewal C.E. Fees
Licenses Period Hours

New 3,344 Biennial 30 $125 - Application
Jersey0 Licen Renewal
sure

New 872 Biennial 20 $150 - Initial 0 $150
MexicoDLice
nsure

New 5,093 Triennial 30- $294 - Initial RRT[
YorkDLicens RRTs. RTD24- Renewal RRTD$130
ure 01,616 CRT

CRTs

North 4,204 Annual 12 $50-ApplicationD $:
CarolinaDLic CheckD$125-InitiaJ
ensure

North 457 Annual 10 $60 - RRTD$60-
Dakota 0 Lice
nsure

OhiooLicens 7,688 Annual- 20 $75 - Initial 0 $100-
ure limited Licensed0 background ck

permits; 10 Limited
Biennial - permit
license



holders

OklahomaOL 1,957 Biennial 12 $100-InitialO $1 00-
Icensure licensees Check

064
provIsIon
al

OregonoLice 1,531 Biennial 15 $100-Initiallic 0 $1
nsure (Biennial) Renewal

Pennsylvania 482 (Bd Biennial 30 $30 - Initial0 $25 -
oLicensure of Osteo

Med)
, 06,717

(Bdof
Med)

Puerto 2,007 Triennial 30 $50 - InitialD $30 -
RicooLicensu
re

Affiliate #of Renewal C.E. Fees
Licenses Period Hours

Rhode 531 Biennial 12 $170 -, InitialD$130
Island0 Licen (biennially
sure )

South 2,431 Biennial 30 $134-InitialD$94-
CarolinaOLic
ensure

South 450 Biennial 20 $75 - Initial0 $60 -
DakotaOLice



nsure

TennesseeOLi 2,079 Biennial 10oAnnua $200-InitialD$150-
censure registered lly check, in state0 $60-

therapists
01,570
certified0
24
assistants

TexasoLicens 12,76501 Biennial 24 $133 - Initial 0 $106
ure 74 Temp

UtahoLicens 1,188 Biennial None $60 - Initial0 $52 -
ure

VermontDLic 221 Biennial 12 hours $100-InitiaI0 $200-
ensure Residents

120 Non-
Residents

VirginiaOLic 3,504 Biennial. 20 $130 - InitialD$135
ensure

Washington0 2,401 Biennial 30 (2 $150-Initial0 $110-
Licensure years)

West 1,534 Annual 20 $200 - InitialD $55 -
VirginiaOLic (Biennially Dec.
ensure )

WisconsinOL 2,801 Biennial None $11O-InitialD $141-
lcensure

WyomingOLi 297 Annual 8 $100 - Application
(annually) $40 - Temp. permit/Ii



l_c_e_n_su_f_e .L..- --'- 1$100 - Renewal
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March 31, 2010

Memorandum of Testimony

To: House Committee on Finance, Marcus Oshiro, Chairperson Marilyn Lee, Vice
Chair
From: Stephen F. Wehrman CRT, RRT, CPFT, RPFT, AE-C
Re: Hearing for March 31, 2010 SB 2600 SD2 HD2(crossover) Licensure of
Respiratory Therapists

I have been a Respiratory Therapist for 33 years. I took my training as an RN in Hilo
in the early 1970's and went on to Respiratory school in the mainland since we did
not have a program in Hawaii. I have taught Respiratory Care for 28 years and I've
been the Director of the only program in this state for the last 20 years. Ihave seen a
lot in my career and I've seen a lot of changes in society, in medicine, in healthcare
and in education. One thing hasn't changed: Respiratory Therapists don't have a
license to practice in Hawaii.

A license to practice defines what a health care professional does and how they are
supposed to do it. When our profession was young, in the 60's and 70's, we didn't
have licenses and what we did was more or less undefined. Our profession grew and
licensure efforts began in the 1980's. I was licensed in California and later in
Washington before I moved back to Hawaii. We don't have a license here and it has
not been for lack of trying.

I think that a lot of people know the myths about licensure and not the truths. I came
here today to tell you about the truth and to tell you why the truth is important.

Myth #1: Licensure is all about turf and protecting your profession.
Fact: Paramedics, RN's, Physicians-all provide critical life-saving therapies for
patients. All have overlapping areas of skill and responsibility. Respiratory
Therapists are members of the lifesaving team. We have no need or desire to take
away from others. We all work together sharing these vital responsibilities.
Bottom Line: Our licensure will have no impact on other professions. They are
our partners not our rivals.

Myth#2: Licensure increases the cost of healthcare and the cost to society.
Fact: The cost of every respiratory care license in the United States is paid by the
Respiratory Therapists. In California this costs $500. In Washington it is $100. Costs
vary from state to state but the facts are simple: the people who want the license
pay for it. A $300 a year license would cost an RT less than 1$ per day and less than
most of us make in a day.



Bottom Line: We are willing to make this sacrifice to protect our patients.
Myth #3: The hospitals will protectthe people of Hawaii, so we don't need
licensure.
Fact: Hawaii's hospitals do try to protect people. They do drug testing and
background checks using the State of Hawaii database. I have seen them catch
people who had an outstanding parking ticket or never went to jury duty. I've never
had a graduate rejected by a background check here in Hawaii, however, I have had
graduates who could not obtain a license in another state!

Hawaii employers can check for credentials but they only require unofficial proof
since no license is involved. What they can't do is check for previous license
problems because the National Disciplinary Database is only available to states with
licensure.

Does this matter? Aside from the obvious big issues, hiring staff that you later
terminate due to background issues costs money.

Bottom Line: Licensure is the only method of regulating health care workers
that can ensure a hiring process that is safe and effective. Mainland
respiratory therapists who lost their license or experienced disciplinary
action try to come to Hawaii!

Myth #4: Nothing bad has happened so what's the big deal?
Fact: Bad things have happened, on the mainland and right here in Hawaii. I'll give
you three examples:

The Angel of Death
A respiratory therapist at Glendale Adventist Hospital in California. He euthanized
elderly patients he felt were kept alive inappropriately. He was arrested and'
released for lack of evidence. The licensure board revoked his license
immediately. It took 4 years to convict this man.

The Pediatric Therapist
He was good with children and volunteered to work with them at his community
hospital. Until he was accused of molesting a young female patient. Threatened with
termination, he fought back and demanded proof. The hospital administration told
him he could resign and they would let him go. What happened? The HR department
at the community hospital could not tell the new employer of their problem because
of the risk of lawsuits and bad publicity. Alicensure board would have suspended
his license and investigated. This gentlemen now works at one of the three
hospitals on Oahu that have large pediatric populations.

The Cocaine Fiend
I went to the Big Island to set up additional clinical experiences for my students. My
goal was to get rural community health rotations where students could learn to care
for patients outside the hospital and the urban setting of Oahu. I know the future of
healthcare lies outside the hospital and I know how important it is to provide this
care on the neighbor islands. I had just signed an agreement and come home to
Kaneohe. My mother-in-law called from Waimea to ask me if I had seen the Tribune



Herald? She informed me that my 'friend' had just been arrested on Mamo St. in Hilo
for buying cocaine. I immediately canceled the clinical rotation. The judge gave
leniency for this man's role in society and his first-time offense. A license board
would have revoked his license until rehabilitation was proved. It took years of
repeated offenses for the system to remove this man from caring for patients in
their homes.

I urge you to pass this bilI. Actually, I'm begging you. We've tried for 25 years and
we need your help. It's pretty important. We're not asking for ourselves, we're
asking on behalf of the people we have sworn to care for and protect. The people of
Hawaii are counting on us and we are counting on you.

When I get up in the morning I look in the mirror and I ask myself if I like the person
I see. I'm usually pretty happy. I hope when you look in the mirror you look happy
knowing that you did something to make life better for the 250,000 people in this
state who suffer from lung diseases.

We took care of Brother Iz. We took care of Governor Cayetano. We took care of
Patsy Mink. And we took care of June Jones, and Tadd Fujikawa and we took care of
your loved ones. Who should be taking care of them? People who are trusted.

Ifyou stilI don't think it is necessary to license my profession, I want you to ask
yourself who takes care of your wife, your mother, or your daughter when they are
sick. Is it someone trusted? Is it a licensed health care provide?

Finally, I want to share what happened when I volunteered to help with Hurricane
Katrina. The United States of America said NO. They said I was not qualified. I was
not licensed. If we had a public health disaster in Hawaii we would only be able to
help at the hospital where we work. We would lose 300 highly trained critical care
workers exactly when we need them most. The United States of America bought life­
support ventilators to use during a disaster. We have them here in Hawaii. The
paramedics are supposed to operate them. Who trained the paramedics?
Respiratory Therapists.



To: The House of Representatives (Finance Committee)
The Twenty-Fifth Legislature
Regular Session of2010
Re: S82600 S.D. 2 H.D. 2
Hearing Date March 31, 2010 7:00pm

Date: March 31, 2010

Honorable Chair Oshiro and Vice-Chair Lee,

Thank you for taking your valuable time to hear this Bill.

I strongly support SB 2600. My name is Steve Camara and I have
been a Respiratory Care Practitioner for over a decade at many
hospitals in Honolulu. I know first hand the need for action on this Bill.
I befriended a RespiratoryPractioner from the Mainland that shared
with me some disturbing news. He told me that his California
license was pulled after a Domestic Violence Complaint had been
lodged against him by his live in girlfriend. He told me that he
had two options for work; Alaska and Hawaii, the only two states
that do not have Licensure. He said the choice to freeze or work
in Paradise was a no brainer. A few months later, his temper
issues flared in the workplace at co-workers. Maybe he is working
in Alaska now. I can't help but wonder how scary it was that this
guy was running life support equipment. In Hawaii, you need a
license to cut hair, but not run life support. Please give us the
tools to protect our Aina from bottom tier Respiratory Practioners
running from their past mistakes in the Mainland; as equitable
protection processes screen other important bedside healthcare
professions currently. Thank you for listening.
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Submitted by: Mark Sappington
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Address: Paakai Street Kapolei, Hawaii
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Submitted on: 3/31/2010

Comments:
I strongly support SB 2600 for the safety of our patients. I would ask the commitee to appove
this bill and structure the cost according to like medical proffesions in Hawaii and other
states.

1
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To: House Committee on Finance
Rep. Marcus R. Oshiro, Chair
Rep. Marilyn 8. Lee, Vice Chair

Date: March~, 2010

RE: 882600, 8D2, HD2 Relating to Healthcare

I strongly support the intent of S82600 502, HD2 to regulate the
practice of respiratory care in Hawaii.

I am a physician who is affiliated with ~-A-L\ ~\ ¥~~~~edical Center

I strongly support the intent of $82600 S02, H02 to regulate the
practice of respiratory care in Hawaii.

.. Regulation wi;1 protect the health and safety of persons in need of Respiratory services by requiring
that Respiratory Therapists be credentialed and licensed in order to practice in the state of Hawaii.

» Hawaii will no longer be a safe haven for Respiratory Therapists who due to unscrupulous acts
have fost their license and ability to work elsewhere.

:.- We rely on Respiratory Therapists to help manage our patients with pUlmonary disease such as
Asthma and COPD. including some of our sickest patients with SARS and HINI.

» There is no question that Respiratory Therapist should be licensed. They manage patients on fife
support equipment and are often first responders to emergency situations, i.e. cardiac arrest,
airwaY,emergencies, newborn resuscitation.

Print Name
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To: House Committee on Finance
Rep. Marcus R. Oshiro. Chair
Rep. Marilyn B. Lee. Vice Chair

Date: March 30,2010

RE: 882600, S02. HD2 Relating to Healthcare

I strongly support the intent of 582600 502, H02 to regulate the
practice of respiratory care in Hawaii.

I am a physician who is affiliated with __-!.Ic...lu=::.:..--,~'-.:...:.::::-='=-_Medical Center

I strongly support the intent of 582600 S02, H02 to regulate the
practice of respiratory care in Hawaii.

~ Regulation will protect the health and safety of persons in need of Respiratory services by requiring
that Respiratory Therapists be credentialed and licensed in order to practice /n the state of Hawaii.

» Hawaii will no longer be a safe haven for Respiratory Therapists who due to unscrupulous acts
have lost their license and ability to work etsewhere.

» We rely on Respiratory Therapists to help manage our patients with pulmonary disease such as
Asthma and COPD. including some of our sickest patients with SARS and HINI.

.. There is no question that Respiratory Therapist should be licensed. They manage patients on life
support equlpmenl and are often first responders 10 emergency situations, i.e. cardiac arrest,
airway emergencies, newborn resuscitation.

~fr'''' ted!:!!A, ~ j)
Print Name
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To: House Committee on Finance
Rep. Marcus R. Oshiro, Chair
Rep. Marilyn B. Lee, Vice Chair

Date: March ,2010

RE: 8B2600, 8D2, HD2 Relating to Healthcare

I strongly support the intent of 882600 5D2, HD2 to regulate the
practice of respiratory care in Hawaii.

By: _----'d~lJffifl A.~
'-" Prini name

--,----,rlrf:...-....,-- --=----,,"tlorWlillR
Credentials City of residence

Chairs and Committee Members,

Licensure of Respiratory Therapists - something thai nurses, doctors, physical
therapists and other health professions have had for years, is long overdue.
Forty eight states, DC, and Puerto Rico have licensed the profession of Respiratory
Therapy, so Hawaii is among the last to make these safety assurances for their patient
population. .

As Respiratory therapists, we treat patients with lung disease in hospitals, in home
settings, or nursing homes. We deliver bedside care to critically ill patients, from the
newborn to geriatric patient and help those With chronic diseases like asthma or COPD
take control of their breathing problems.

We give the gift of "life and breath" to patients under our care.

Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony on this important issue.

--=--~ Q,jw rJj.
Signature, credentials ...::..;;.- -L:::::..:~_
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THE QUEEN'S MEDICAL CENTER

130 I Punchbowl Street Honolulu. Haw,,,i 96813 • Phone ra08) 538-9011 • FAX: (8081 547-4646 • www.queens.org

To: House Committee on Finance
Rep. Marcus R. Oshiro, Chair
Rep. Marilyn B. Lee, Vice Chair

RE: 8B2600, 302, HD2 Relating to Healthcare

Chairs and Committee Members,

I strongly support the intent of SB2600SD2HD1 which creates licensing and regulatory
standards for respiratory therapists.

» As Physician's patient-loads are increasing, especially on the neighbor islands,
they are relying on Respiratory Care Practitioners more than ever, to manage
their most challenging patients, those with pulmonary diseases, including
Asthma, COPD and respiratory pandemics such as SARS and H1 N1.

» Federal Medicare laws for reimbursement are currently undergoing a significant
change that affects reimbursement to all Medical Centers. Medicare is closely
scrutinizing the current personnel requirements as it relates to reimbursement for
the services provided to Medicare patients. Specifically, payments for services
provided by unlicensed personnel are under review. When Medicare decides to
amend its rules and not reimburse for services provided oy unlicensed hea~h
care personnel, this would reduce the Federal dollars to our state as Medicare is
reformed on this important point

Thank

Malcol

on this important issue.

Founded it'! /859 by Queen Emrtl.:l and King l{amehaltlCJ1a IV
Tn", eu~.,n'~ Mc:t;f;l;al Cc,,:C'~ i~ /15lll :r:tlJ f'ono'olr ':':fPOt;ltt¢h
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THE QUEEN'S MEDICAL CENTER

J30 J PLinchbowl Street HonolUlu, H"w~ii 96813 '. Phon"e fB08) 538-90 J' • FAX: IBOBI 54]-4646 • w",w.queens.org

To: House Committee on Finance
Rep. Marcus R. Oshiro, Chair
Rep. Marilyn 6. Lee, Vice Chair

RE: 862600, 8D2, HD2 Relating to Healthcare

Chairs and Committee Members,

I strongly support the intent of 8B2600SD2HD1 which creates licensing and regulatory
standards for respiratory therapists.

» As Physician's patient-loads are increasing, especially on the neighbor islands,
they are relying on Respiratory Care Practitioners more than ever, to manage
their most challenging patients, those with pulmonary diseases, including
Asthma, COPD and respiratory pandemics such as SARS and H1 N1,

» Federal Medicare laws for reimbursement are currently undergoing a significant
change that affects reimbursement to all Medical Centers. Medicare is closely
scrutinizing the current personnel requirements as it relates to reimbursement for
the selVices provided to Medicare patients. Specifically, payments for selVices
provided by unlicensed personnel are under review. When Medicare decides to
amend its rules and not reimburse for selVices provided by unlicensed health
care personnel, this would reduce the Federal dollars to our state as Medicare is
reformed on this important point.

ou or your consideration on this important issue.

Che
Medi O' etor r the Neuroscience Institute
And Neurocritical Care
Director of Stoke Center
The Queen's Medical Center

FOllnded In I BS9 by au~.::n Emma and KlnrJ KtlmCMam~r.,F,l hI
nw OlJ~~'s MC{1!~al C=nter!, D S:vl~O::l!:J1 MnprOfltccrparalloll
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THE QUEEN'S MEDICAL CENTER

1301 puncl1bowl Street • Honolulu, Hawaii %813 • Phone 1808} 538-9011 • FAX: 180S1 547-4646 • www,queen'.org

To: House Committee on Finance
Rep. Marcus R. Oshiro, Chair
Rep. Marilyn B. Lee, Vice Chair

RE: 862600, 802, HD2 Relating to Healthcare

Chairs and Committee Members,

I strongly support the intent of. 8B2600SD2HD1 which creates licensing and regulatory
standards for respiratory therapists.

)- As Physician's patient-loads are inoreasing. especially on the neighbor islands,
they are relying on Respiratory Care Practitioners more than ever, to manage
their most challenging patients, those with pUlmonary diseases, including
Asthma, COPD and respiratory pandemics such as 8ARS and Hi N1.

)- Federal Medicare laws for reimbursement are currently undergoing a significant
change that affects reimbursement to all Medical Centers. Medicare is closely
scrutinizing the current personnel requirements as it relates to reimbursement for
the services prOVided to Medicare patients. Specifically, paym,ents for services
provided by unlicensed personnel are under review. When Medicare decides to
amend its rules and not reimburse for services prOVided by unlicensed health
care personnel, this would reduce the Federal dollars to our state as Medicare is
reformed on this important point.

Thank you for.your consideration on ~~e.

Mihae Yu, MD,-FAC ,Professor of Surgery
Vice"Cilair of Education,
University of Hawaii Department of Surgery
Program Director, Surgical Critical Care Fellowship
Director of Surgical Intensive Care,
The Queen's'Medical Center
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THE QUEEN'S MEDICAL CENTER

1301 Punchbowi Street • Honolulu. Hawaii 96813 • Pll0n~ 1808) 538·9011 • FAX: i8081 547-4646 ' ·'/\wN.queens.o'9

fo: House Committee on Finance
Rep. Marcus R. Oshiro, Chair
Rep. Marilyn B. Lee, Vice Chair

RE: 882600, S02, HD2 Relating to Healthcare

Chairs and Committee Members,

I strongly support the intent of SB2600SD2HD1 which creates licensing and regulatory
standards for respiratory therapists.

" As Physician's patient-loads are increasing, especially on the neighbor islands,
they are relying on Respiratory Care Practitioners more than ever, to manage
their most challenging patients, those with pulmonary diseases, including
Asthma, COPD and respiratory pandemics such as SARS and H1 N1.

). Federal Medicare laws for reimbursement are currently undergoing a significant
change that affects reimbursement to all Medical Centers. Medicare is closely
scrutinizing the current personnel requirements as it relates to reimbursement for
the services provided to Medicare patients. Specifically, payments for services
provided by unlicensed personnel are under review. When Medicare decides to
amend its rules and not reimburse for services provided by unlicensed health
care personnel, this would reduce the Federal dollars to our state as Medicare is
reformed on this important point.

nk you for your consideration on this important issue.

Reid I<eda, MD
Medicallntensivist, Medical Intensive Care Unit
Assistant Professor of Medicine John A. Burns School of Medicine
University of Hawaii
Medical Director Respiratory Care Services
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THE QUEEN'S MEDICAL CENTER

I~O I Punchbowl Street • HonolulU. Hawail96S 13 • Ph"rie 1808)538-901 1 • FAX: 1808) 547-4646 • ww..v.queens.org

To: House Committee on Finance
Rep. Marcus R. Oshiro, Chair
Rep. Marilyn B. Lee, Vice Chair

RE: 882600, 8D2, HD2 Relating to Healthcare

Chairs and Committee Members,

I strongly support the intent of SB2600SD2HP1 which creates licensing and regulatory
standards for respiratory therapists.

? As Physician's patient-loads are increasing, especially on the neighbor islands,
they are relying on Respiratory Care Practitioners more than ever, to manage
their most challenging patients, those with pulmonary diseases, including
Asthma, COPO and respiratory pandemics such as SARS and H1 N1.

» Federal Medicare laws for reimbursement are currently undergoing a significant
change that affects reimbursement to all Medical Centers. Medicare is closely
scrutinizing the current personnel requirements as it relates to reimbursement for
the services provided to Medicare patients. Specifically, payments for services
provided by unlicensed personnel are under review. When Medicare decides to
amend its rules and not reimburse for services provided by unlicensed health
care personnel, this would reduce the Federal dollars to our state as Medicare is
reformed on this important point.

ChristQPhefA taCk,MD, M.P.H., T.M.
Medicallntensivist Medical Intensive Care Unit
Assistant Professor of Medicine John A. Bums School of Medicine
University of Hawaii
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..THE QUEEN'S MEDICAL CENTER

1301 punchbowl Street • Hor.olulu,l-Io",aIl9(>813 • Phone 1808) 538-9011 • FAX: {808) 547-4646 • ,Nww.queens.org

To: House Committee on Finance
Rep. Marcus R. Oshiro, Chair
Rep, Marilyn B. Lee, Vice Chair

RE: 882600, 802, HD2 Relating to Healthcare

Chairs and Committee Members,

I strongly support the intent of 882600SD2H01 which creates licensing and regulatory
standards for respiratory therapists.

» As Physician's patient-loads are increasing, especially on the neighbor islands.
they are relying on Respiratory Care Practitioners more than ever, to manage
their most challenging patients, those with pulmonary diseases, including
Asthma, COPD and respiratory pandemics such as SARS and H1 N1.

>- Federal Medicare laws for reimbursement are currently undargoing a significant
change that affects reimbursement to all Medical Centers. Medicare is closely
scrutinizing the current personnel reqUirements as it relates to reimbursement for
the services provided to Medicare patients, Specifically, payments for services
provided by unlicensed personnel are under review, When Medicare decides to
amend its rules and not reimburse for services provided by unlicensed health
care personnel, this would reduce the Federal dollars to our state as Medicare is
reformed on this important point.

Founded In I$59 by Ou-:;;cr, Emma imG r<ing )<r.smcno;tmeha IV
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THE QUEEN'S MEDICAL CENTER

1301 puncl"ibowl Street • Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 • Phone 1808) 538-9011 • FAX: (808) 547-4646 • www,queens.org

To: House Committee on Finance
Rep. Marcus R. Oshiro, Chair
Rep. Marilyn B. Lee, Vice Chair

RE: 862600, S02, HD2 Relating to Healthcare

Chairs and Committee Members,

I strongly support the intent of SB2600SD2H01 which creates licensing and regulatory
standards for respiratory therapists.

)- As Physician's patient-loads are increasing, especially on the neighbor islands,
they are relying on Respiratory Care Practitioners more than ever, to manage
their most challenging patients, those with pulmonary diseases, including
Asthma, COPD and respiratory pandemics such as 8ARS and H1 N1.

)- Federal Medicare laws for reimbursement are currently undergoing a significant
change that affects reimbursement to all Medical Centers. Medicare is closely
scrutinizing the current personnel requirements as it relates to reimbursement for
the services provided to Medicare patients. Specifically, payments for services
provided by unlicensed personnel are under review. When Medicare decides to
amend its rules and not reimburse for services provided by unlicensed health
care personnel, this would reduce the Federal dollars to our state as Medicare is
reformed on this important point.

ThankYO~your consideration on this important issue.

Scott G I cher MD. Medical Director
Medical tensivist Medical Intensive Care Unit
Medical Director Medical Intensive Care Unit
Assistant Professor of Medicine John A. Burns School of Medicine
University of Hawaii
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To: House Committee on Finance
Rep. Marcus R. Oshiro, Chair
Rep. Marilyn 8. Lee, Vice Chair

Date: March_, 2010

RE: 882600, SD2, HD2 Relating to Healthcare

I strongly support the intent of S82600 S02, HD2 to regulate the
practice of respiratory care in Hawaii.

By: _-,-HtlL~ &1-k~_=--,,~R,:,",:-rJ~=-""""7 ~Hv:-:-;Il.,,--,-oLu-,,-LL{=-,--
.flame Credentials City of residence

Chairs and Committee Members,

Licensing will help to protect the public from respiratory therapists who are unable to
obtain licenses to practice in the other 48 states and who come to Hawaii seeking
employment opportunities for respiratory therapists.

Respiratory therapists work along side physicians and nurses at the bedside of many
critically ill patients. They are entrusted with the ventilators that support the breathing or "life
support" for these critically ill patients. The potential to do harm is great

Hairdressers and cosmetologists are required to be licensed while respiratory therapists
are allowed to practice without oversight and accountability.

I ask that you support this bill to protect the health and welfare of the people in Hawaii
who require respiratory care services now and into the future.

Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony.

Sincerely, /1 f
Cfb~t7iW& W £N/<-n""h HtYlt~ ;Vr.l~ Frbu1o(
Signature, redential J I r '(f' - .~.
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To: House Committee on Finance
Rep. Marcus R. Oshiro, Chair
Rep. Marilyn B. Lee, Vice Chair

Date: March ll, 2010

RE: S82600, S02, HD2 Relating to Healthcare

I strongly support the intent of 582600 S02, HD2 to regulate the
practice of respiratory care in Hawaii.

By: 1A1'\G y. ~la~Q, CAl f"1i CMe-P) fI'\/...I(..~1 II+J
---'~----"'-----------' "-;-'--,.-'---~-

Name Credentials City of residence

Chairs and Committee Members,

Licensing will help to protect the public from respiratory therapists who are unable to
obtain licenses to practice in the other 48 states and who come to Hawaii seeking
employment opportunities for respiratory therapists.

Respiratory therapists work along side physicians and nurses at the bedside of many
critically ill patients. They are entrusted with the ventilators that support the breathing or "life
support" for these critically ill patients. The potential to do harm is great.

Hairdressers and cosmetologists are required to be licensed while respiratory therapists
are allowed to practice without oversight and accountability.

I ask that you support this bill to protect the health and welfare of the people in Hawaii
who require respiratory care services now and into the future.

Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony.

Sincerely,

_........:(0~ }.'f,~'¥
"USlgnature, credential
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To: House Committee on Finance
Rep. Marcus R. Oshiro, Chair
Rep. Marilyn B. Lee, Vice Chair

Date: March 30,2010

RE: 882600, 8D2, HD2 Relating to Healthcare

I strongly support the intent of 582600 S02, H02 to regulate the
practice of respiratory care in Hawaii.

By: -:feN ~. C.\V~hAI\JOVl ~11 c.h;e' e r1 'C:if- t<A£C~
Name . m I 'Cr~denti City of residence

': lO Nj '...J1'OSf I ,-u..."-

Chairs and Committee Members, CKac: I t+..l.-

Licensing will help to protect the public from respiratory therapists who are unable to
obtain licenses to practice in the other 48 states and who come to Hawaii seeking
employment opportunities for respiratory therapists.

Respiratory therapists work along side physicians and nurses at the bedside of many
critically ill patients. They are entrusted with the ventilators that support the breathing or "life
support" for these critically ill patients. The potential to do harm is great.

Hairdressers and cosmetologists are required to be licensed while respiratory therapists
are allowed to practice without oversight and accountability.

I ask that you support this bill to protect the health and welfare of the people in Hawaii
who reqUire respiratory care services now and into the future.

Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony,

Signature, credential
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To: House Committee on Finance
Rep. Marcus R. Oshiro. Chair
Rep. Marilyn B. Lee, Vice Chair

Date: March .aD. 2010

RE: 882600, 8D2, HD2 Relating to Healthcare

I strongly support the intent of 582600 502, HD2 to regulate the
practice of respiratory care in Hawaii.

By: _Cl_n_(l_O_'_'1_fl.:..<'2.._--,G.,..-'-l.:..rYl.'--'Cl.:..Y-=---..:Q:::.:.-.9;J..:..a'--Y'--__,'.,..-.....,-:--_---:=-c-,. H On 0 I u IU • Ha wa'l 'I

Name Credentials City of residence

Chairs and Committee Members,

Licensing will help to protect the public from respiratory therapists who are unable to
obtain licenses to practice in the other 48 states and who come to Hawaii seeking
employment opportunities for respiratory therapists.

Respiratory therapists work along side physicians and nurses at the bedside of many
critically ill patients. They are entrusted with the ventilators that support the breathing or "life
support" for these critically ill patients. The potential to do harm is great.

Hairdressers and cosmetologists are required to be licensed while respiratory therapists
are allowed to practice without oversight and accountability.

I ask that you support this bill to protect the health and welfare of the people in Hawaii
who require respiratory care seNices now and into the future.

Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony.

Sincerely,

00 O~ig~ential

,



~ar-31-2010 03:40pm From-KMC PALl MO~I - RESP,RATORY 8064854382 T-080 P.006/008 F-7'2

S8-1079 '''''O,)!laJu.:l RO,Jd
AIO,), 1'~aWar'l 9G/':'.iH17·:~

KAPI'OLANI,j;'~.'~
MEDICAL GNHR If','i;}:~ I
..\ J P .'\ 11M I) .\1 I ·.V-, ". -, I
.\n Aiid,Jll: n( ;1,l\\.lii r.II'iii.: 11t.'.,I111\~

sos-4a6~6CCO

'NWw.kaplolilni.org

To: House Committee on Finance
Rep. Marcus R. Oshiro, Chair
Rep. Marilyn B. Lee, Vice Chair

Date: March;t, 2010

RE: 8B2600, 8D2, HD2 Relating to Healthcare

I strongly support the intent of 582600 502, H02 to regulate the
practice of respiratory care in Hawaii.

By: _:;;'--:~"-,,tl--,-,-n~h <-<-lJ----,/l?'7-'-1Yv---><-_~--::-, )(jH£Jy±I IJ-e '
Name Credentials City of residence

Chairs and Committee Members,

Licensing will help to protect the public from respiratory therapists who are unable to
obtain licenses to practice in the other 48 states and who come to Hawaii seeking
employment opportunities for respiratory therapists.

Respiratory therapists work along side physicians and nurses at the bedside of many
critically ill patients. They are entrusted with the ventilators that support the breathing or "life
support" for these critically ill patients. The potential to do harm is great

Hairdressers and cosmetologists are required to be licensed while respiratory therapists
are allowed to practice without oversight and accountability.

I ask that you support this bill to protect the health and welfare of the people in Hawaii
who require respiratory care services now and into the future.

Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony.

Sincerely,
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To: House Committee on Finance
Rep. Marcus R. Oshiro, Chair
Rep. Marilyn B. Lee, Vice Chair

Date: March z.-,'1,2010

RE: 8B2600. 802. H02 Relating to Healthcare

I strongly support the intent of $82600 $02, HD2 to regulate the
practice of respiratory care in Hawaii.

By: tJ A"'1'\ Ul.><),:-,:,(-..:.::<u...~!:",---__---=-_":-,-i2---:,J,.:,,.-_=c-, /4c).0Dl..t..t!.-U
Name Credentials City of residence

Chairs and Committee Members,

Licensing will help to protect the public from respiratory therapists who are unable to
obtain licenses to practice in the other 48 states and who come to Hawaii seeking
employment opportunities for respiratory therapists.

Respiratory therapists work along side physicians and nurses at the bedside of many
critically ill patients. They are entrusted with the ventilators that support the breathing or "life
support" for these critically ill patients. The potential to do harm is great.

Hairdressers and cosmetologists are required to be licensed while respiratory therapists
are allowed to practice without oversight and accountability.

I ask that you support this bill to protect the health and welfare ofthe people in Hawaii
who require respiratory care services now and into the future.

Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony.

Sincerely,

/7/t0//4~
Signature, credential
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To: House Committee on Finance
Rep. Marcus R. Oshiro, Chair
Rep. Marilyn B. Lee, Vice Chair'

Date: March _' 2010

RE: 582600,802, H02 Relating to Healthcare

By:

I strongly support the intent of 882600 802, HD2 to regulate the
practice of respiratory care in Hawaii.

fl1~(2 VI IhD te~ ,R;J ,!deleJi1JIt
-...L-----"---''--j+-:-N-:-a+-m-'e...:....;.=---'''''''--''o:t-'---,C=-r-ed'-:-e-'n""Otia-oI-S'---::C"'ity-Of 'residence

Chairs and Committee Members,

Licensing will help to protect the pUblic from respiratory therapists who are unable to
obtain licenses to practice in the other 48 states and Who come to Hawaii seeking
employment opportunities for respiratory therapists.

Respiratory therapists work along side physicians and nurses at the bedside of many
critically ill patients. They are entrusted with the ventilators that support the breathing or "life
support" for these critically ill patients. The potential to do harm is great.

Hairdressers and cosmetologists are required to be licensed while respiratory therapists
are allowed to practice without oversight and accountability.

I ask that you support this bill to protect thEi health and welfare of the people in Hawaii
who reqUire respiratory care services now and into the future.

Sincerely,

~c../

__._i9_~j ture, credential.'. r
\

Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony_

t1~L
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To: House Committee on Finance
Rep. Marcus R. Oshiro. Chair
Rep. Marilyn B. Lee, Vice Chair

Date: March , 2010

RE: SB2600, 802, HD2 Relating to Healthcare

I strongly support the intent of 5B2600 502, H02 to regulate the
practice of respiratory care in Hawaii.

By: Jet\fl.ru Chr I~{('\ ,:-",,:,U~-:T_-=--, KCL0.uk='
--=:'-'-'-'-'--=~N:-a-m-e--:'-"-'-'--=-l......--;;;C:-re-dentials City of residence

Chairs and Committee Members,

Licensing will help to protect the public from respiratory therapists who are unable to
obtain licenses to practice in the other 48 states and who come to Hawaii seeking
employment opportunities for respiratory therapists.

I and my colleagues work along side physicians and nurses at the bedside of many
critically ill patients. We are entrusted with the ventilators that support the breathing or "life
support" for these critically ill patients. Our potential to do harm is great.

Hairdressers and cosmetologists are required to be licensed while we are allowed to
practice without oversight and accountability.

I ask that you support this bill to protect the health and welfare of the people in Hawaii
who require respiratory care services now and into the future.

Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony.

Sincerely,

~~
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To: House Committee on Finance
Rep. Marcus R. Oshiro, Chair
Rep. Marilyn B. Lee, Vice Chair

Date: March _' 2010

RE: 882600, SD2, HD2 Relating to Healthcare

I strongly support the intent of 5B2600 S02, HD2 to regulate the
practice of respiratory care in Hawaii.

By: cf?wA-.0- N ..e_),~_(l~~
Name

Chairs and Committee Members,

Licensing will help to protect the public from respiratory therapists who are unable to
obtain licenses to practice in the other 48 states and who come to Hawaii seeking
employment opportunities for respiratory therapists.

I and my colieagues work along side physicians and nurses at the bedside of many
critically ill patients. We are entrusted with the ventilators that support the breathing or "life
support" for these critically iii patients. Our potential to do harm is great.

Hairdressers and cosmetologists are required to be licensed while we are allowed to
practice without oversight and accountability.

I ask that you support this bill to protect the health and welfare of the people in Hawaii
who require respiratory care services now and into the future.

Thank you for aliowing me to submit testimony.
/')

sinc,~"y,Y I/'O
,.' I~;l .;eA(\" ! C.·Kr
C~ Signature;-dedential
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To: House Committee on Finance
Rep. Marcus R. Oshiro, Chair
Rep. Marilyn B. Lee, Vice Chair

Date: March 'all ,2010

RE: 8B2600, 802, HD2 Relating to H.ealthcare

I strongly support the intent of SB2600 502, HD2 to regulate the
practice of respiratory care in Hawaii.

By:

•

...-J'Dw~,~\.kJ~~\J~"'~~M~.JK..,~ ,,_Ilc_::(__ M.l.lJ...:
Name Credentials City of residence

Chairs and Committee Members,

Licensing will help to protect the public from respiratory therapists who are unable to
obtain licenses to practice in the other 48 states and who come to Hawaii seeking
employment opportunities for respiratory therapists.

I and my colleagues work along side physicians and nurses at the bedside of many
critically ill patients. We are entrusted with the ventilators that support the breathing or "life
support" for these critically ill patients. Our potential to do harm is great.

Hairdressers and cosmetologists are required to be licensed while we are allowed to
practice without oversight and accountability.

I ask that you support this bill to protect the health and welfare of the people in Hawaii
who require respiratory care services now and into the future.

Thank you for aHowing me to submit testimony.

Sincerely,

----~redential
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To: House Committee on Finance
Rep. Marcus R. Oshiro, Chair
Rep. Marilyn B. Lee, Vice Chair

Date: March "30,2010

RE: SB2600, S02, HD2 Relating to Healthcare

I strongly support the intent of $82600 S02, H02 to regulate the
practice of respiratory care in Hawaii.

By: ,0<6
Credentials

, v..)tAipd)u, Hf
City of residehCe '

Chairs and Committee Members,

Licensing will help to protect the pUblic from respiratory therapists who are unable to
obtain licenses to practice in the other 48 states and who come to Hawaii seeking
employment opportunities for respiratory therapists.

I and my colleagues work along side physicians and nurses at the bedside of many
critically ill patients. We are entrusted with the ventilators that support the breathing or "life
support" for these critically ill patients. Our potential to do harm is great.

Hairdressers and cosmetologists are reqUired to be licensed while we are allowed to
practice without oversight and accountability.

I ask that you support this bill to protect the health and welfare of the people in Hawaii
who require respiratory care services now and into the future.

Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony.

Sincerely,

~~)T~tia,
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To: House Committee on Finance
Rep. Marcus R. Oshiro, Chair
Rep. Marilyn 8. Lee, Vice Chair

Date: March3D ,2010

RE: 882600, 802. HD2 Relating to Healthcare

City of residence
By:

I strongly support the intent of $82600 502, HD2 to regulate the
practice of respiratory care in Hawaii.

-----"=C"-'-'I-~-"-CO"'l-4-l--:-.Lf_'D_,'It_J_._----c:~~f'-:.7
Name Credentials

Chairs and Committee Members,

Licensing will help to protect the public from respiratory therapists who are unable to
obtain licenses to practice in the other 48 states and who come to Hawaii seeking
employment opportunities for respiratory therapists.

I and my colleagues work along side physicians and nurses at the bedside of many
critically ill patients. We are entrusted with the ventilators that support the breathing or "life
support" for these critically ill patients. Our potential to do harm is great.

Hairdressers and cosmetologists are required to be licensed while we are allowed to
practice without oversight and accountability.

I ask that you support this bill to protect the health and welfare of the people in Hawaii
who require respiratory care services now and into the future.

Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony.

Sincerely,
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To: House Committee on Finance
Rep. Marcus R. Oshiro, Chair
Rep. Marilyn B. Lee, Vice Chair

Date: March _,2010

M/odt ra~ e/&r
-~."--~--f--N:-:-'-a-m-e--"------:::C+--'red""'e-n""'ti""a""'ls--'--::C:::it-y ~f residenc~

By:

RE: 8B2600, 802, HD2 Relating to Healtheare

I strongly support the intent of SB2600 S02, HD2 to re
practice of respiratory care in Hawaii.

Chairs and Committee Members,

Licensing will help to protect the public from respiratory therapists who are unable to
obtain licenses to practice in the other 48 states and who come to Hawaii seeking
employment opportunities for respiratory therapists.

I and my colleagues work aiong side physicians and nurses at the bedside of many
critically ill patients. We are entrusted with the ventilators that support the breathing or "life
support" for these critically ill patients. Our potential to do harm is great.

Hairdressers and cosmetologists are required to be licensed while we are allowed to
practice without oversight and accountability.

I ask that you support this bill to protect the health and welfare of the people in Hawaii
who require respiratory care services now and into the future.

Thank yo r allowing me to submit testimony.

Sincerely,
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To:. HOuse Committee on Finance
Rep. Marcus R. Oshiro, Chair
Rep. Marilyn B. Lee, Vice Chair

Date: March 5JU,2010

RE: 882600, 802, HD2 Relating to Healthcare

I strongly support the intent of $82600 S02, HD2 to regulate the
practice of respiratory care in Hawaii.

By:

~..
_\_:oU_~'.Q......-_~o.....;;..----c-'S:...-o "-"--~--:-~~sr_'_____~.,____:__~___=.....,_,_-'--". -,-\\.A_"'--_

Name Credentials City of residence

Chairs and Committee Members,

Licensing will help to protect the public from respiratory therapists who are unable to
obtain licenses to practice in the other 48 states and who come to Hawaii seeking
employment opportunities for respiratory therapists.

I and my colleagues work along side physicians and nurses at the bedside of many
critically ill patients. We are entrusted with the ventilators that support the breathing or "life
support" for these critically ill patients. Our potential to do harm is great.

Hairdressers and cosmetologists are required to be licensed while we are allowed to
practice without oversight and accountability.

I ask that you support this bill to protect the health and welfare of the people in Hawaii.
who require respiratory care services now and into the future.

Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony.

Signature, credential
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To: House Committee on Finance
Rep. Marcus R. Oshiro, Chair
Rep. Marilyn B. Lee, Vice Chair

Date: March\.30. 2010

RE: SB2600, SD2, HD2 Relating to Healthcare

I strongly support the intent of 582600 SD2, HD2 to regulate the
practice of respiratory care in Hawaii.

By: UD4VI [\;lcj RJ< I , l-Ionoh)v
----'='--.:...:....-;-N:-a-m-e-'-'-------C:cr-ed·.,.e-n-:-:ti--'al,.-s---::C:7.ity-Of residence

Chairs and Committee Members,

Licensing will help to protect the public from respiratory therapists who are unable to
obtain licenses to practice in the other 48 states and who come to Hawaii seeking
employment opportunities for respiratory therapists.

I and my colleagues work along side physicians and nurses at the bedside of many
critically ill patients. We are entrusted with the ventilators that support the breathing or "life
support" for these critically ill patients. Our potential to do harm is great.

Hairdressers and cosmetologists are required to be licensed while we are allowed to
practice without oversight and accountability.

I ask that you support this bill to protect the health and welfare of the people in Hawaii
Who require respiratory care seNices now and into the future.

Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony.

Sincerely, .;6J
~ .
Signature, credential
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To: House Committee on Finance
Rep. Marcus R. Oshiro, Chair
Rep. Marilyn B. Lee, Vice Chair

Date: March _,2010

RE: 882600, 802, HD2 Relating to Healthcare

I strongly support the intent of $62600 S02, H02 to regulate the
practice of respiratory care in Hawaii.

By: £2(2 Va\\&j CAV\C2~\Ju 4--",---,.,:-fLtq~I---:=-:--' CCwa.. Q:c;qtk
Name \ Credentials City of residence

Chairs and Committee Members,

Licensing will help to protect the public from respiratory therapists who are unable to
obtain licenses to practice in the other 48 states and who come to Hawaii seeking
employment opportunities for respiratory therapists.

I and my colleagues work along side physicians and nurses at the bedside of many·
critically ill patients. We are entrusted with the ventilators that support the breathing or "life
support" for these critically III patients. Our potential to do harm is great.

Hairdressers and cosmetologists are required to be licensed while we are allowed to
practice without oversight and accountability.

I ask that you support this bill to protect the health and welfare of the people in Hawaii
who require respiratory care services now and into the future.

Thank you for allOWing me to submit testimony.

<
Signature, credential
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To: House Committee on Finance
Rep. Marcus R. Oshiro. Chair
Rep. Marilyn B. Lee, Vice Chair

Date: March ()''i , 2010

RE: 8B2600, 8D2, HD2 Relating to Healthcare

I strongly support the intent of $82600 S02, HD2 to regulate the
practice of respiratory care in Hawaii,

BY~~
Name

Chairs and Committee Members,

f1..R. ;- f'J fS ,-::--+:~-=~-='~
Credentials City of residence

Licensing wLII help to protect the public from respiratory therapists who are unable to
obtain licenses to practice in the other 48 states and who come to Hawaii seeking
employment opportunities for respiratory therapists.

I and my colleagues work along side physicians and nurses at the bedside of many
critically ill patients. We are entrusted with the ventilators that support the breathing or "life
support" tor these critically ill patients. Our potential to do harm is great.

Hairdressers and cosmetologists are required to be licensed while we are allowed to
practice without oversight and accountability.

I ask that you support this bill to protect the health and welfare of the people in Hawaii
who require respiratory care services now and into the future.

Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony.

Sincerely,
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To: House Committee on Finance
Rep. Marcus R Oshiro, Chair
Rep. Marilyn B. Lee, Vice Chair

Date: March , 2010

QMC RESPIRATORY CARE PAGE 03/11

RE: 882600, 802, HD2 Relating to Healthcare

I strongly support the intent of 882600802, HD2 to regulate the
practice of respiratory care in Hawaii.

By:
Credentials ·City of residence

Chairs and Committee Members,

Licensing will help to protect the public from respiratory tHerapists who are unable to
obtain licenses to practice in the other 48 states and who come to Hawaii seeking
employment opportunities for respiratory therapists.

I and my colleagues work along side physicians and nurses at the bedside of many
crrtically ill patients. We are entrusted with the ventilators that support the breathing or
"life support" for these critically ill patients. Our potential to do harm is great.

Hairdressers and cosmetologists are required to be licensed while we are allowed to
practice without oversight and accountability.

I ask that you support this bHl to protect the health and welfare of the people in Hawaii
who require respiratory care services now and into the future.

Lastly in an effort to meet budget constraints, we acknowledge the cost for licensure will
be bome by the licensees.

8ignaturer.credential



03/31/2010 02:00 8885377832 QMC RESPIRATORY CARE PAGE 02/11

To: House Committee on Finance
Rep. Marcus R. Oshiro, Chair
Rep. Marilyn B. Lee, Vice Chair

Date: March _, 2010

RE: 882600, 802, HD2 Relating to Healthcare

I strongly support the intent of 882600 8D2, HD2 to regulate the
practice of respiratory care in Hawaii.

By:
Credentials

HOMO LUL0

City of residence

Chairs and Committee Members,

Licensing will help to protect the pUblic from respiratory therapists who are unable to
obtain licenses to practice in the other 48 states and who come to Hawaii seeking
employment opportunities for respiratory therapists.

I and my colleagues work along side physicians and nurses at the bedside of many
critically ill patients. We are entrusted with the ventilators that support the breathing or
"life support" for these critically ill patients. Our potential to do harm is great.

Hairdressers and cosmetologists are required to be licensed while we are allowed to
practice without oversight and accountability.

I ask that you support this bill to protect the health and welfare of the people in Hawaii
who require respiratory care services now and into the future.

Lastly in an effort to meet budget constraints, we acknowledge the cost for licensure will
be borne by the licensees.

Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony.

/Si9rt#ire,edential
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To: House Committee on Finance
Rep. Marcus R. Oshiro, Chair
Rep. Marilyn B. Lee, Vice Chair

Date: March _, 2010

RE: $62600,802, HD2 Relating to Healtheare

I strongly support the intent of 882600 8D2, HD2 to regulate the
practice of respiratory care in Hawaii.

By: ~~ ....5 :>::fN',(J~/
Print name

Chairs and Committee Members,

72z/
Credentials

~t--
'City of residence

licensing will help to protect the public from respiratory therapists who are unable to
obtain licenses to practice in the other 48 states and who come to Hawail seeking
employment opportunities for respiratory therapists.

I and my colleagues work along side physicians and nurses at the bedside of many
critically ill patients. We are entrusted with the ventllators that support the breathing or
"life support" for these critically ill patients. Our potential to do hanm is great.

Hairdressers and cosmetologists are required to be licensed while we are allowed to
practice without oversight and accountability.

I ask that you support this bill to protect the health and welfare of the people in Hawaii,
who require respiratory care services now and into the future.

Lastly in an effort to meet budget constraints, we acknowledge the cost for licensure will
be borne by the licensees.

Thank you for allOWing me to submit testimony.
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To: House Committee on Finance
Rep. Marcus R. Oshiro, Chair
Rep. Marilyn B. Lee, Vice Chair

Date: March _,2010

RE: 8B2600, 802, HD2 Relating to Healthcare

I strongly support the intent of 582600 502, HD2 to regulate the
practice of respiratory care in Hawaii.

By: G.erxW/11& L:;r~~ffl.1'
Print name ~

Chairs and Committee Members,

, /?ILl
Credentials

, ~~o--dfltL
=City of residence

Licensing will help to protect the public from respiratory therapists who are unable to
obtain licenses to practice in the other 48 states and who come to Hawaii seeking
employment opportunities for respiratory therapists.

J and my colleagues work along side physicians and nurses at the bedside of many
critically ill patients. We are entrusted with the ventilators that support the breathing or
"life support" for these critically iii patients. Our potential to do harm is great.

Hairdressers and cosmetologists are required to be licensed while we are allowed to
practice without oversight and accountability.

I ask that you support this bill to protect the health and welfare of the people in Hawaii
who reqUire respiratory care services now and into the future.

Lastly in an effort to meet budget constraints, we acknowledge the cost for licensure will
be borne by the licensees.

Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony.

Signature, -credenija-I"--:
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To: House Committee on Finance
Rep. Marcus R. Oshiro, Chair
Rep. Marilyn 8. Lee, Vice Chair

Date: March ,2010

RE: 882600,802, HD2 Relating to Healthcare

I strongly support the intent of 582600 5D2, HD2 to regulate the
practice of respiratory care in Hawaii.

By: L'IAJvJJ ~u6(06
Print name Credentials

Chairs and Committee Members,

Licensing will help to protect the public from respiratory therapists who are unable to
obtain licenses to practice in the other 48 states and who come to Hawaii seeking
employment opportonities for respiratory therapists.

I and my colleagues work along side physicians and nurses at the bedside of many
critically ill patients, We are entrusted with the ventilators that support the breathing or

. "life support" for these critically ill patients. Our potential to do harm is great.

Hairdressers and cosmetologists are required to be licensed while we are allowed to
practice without oversight and accountability.

I ask that you support this bill to protect the health and welfare of the people in Hawaii
Who require respiratory care services now and into the future.

Lastly in an effort to meet budget constraints, we acknowledge the cost for licensure will.
be bome by the licensees.

Thank you for allOWing me to submit testimony.

Sincerely,

Signature, credential
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To: House Committee on Finance
Rep. Marcus R. Oshiro, Chair
Rep. Marilyn B. Lee, Vice Chair

Date: March _,2010

RE: 882600, 8D2, HD2 Reiating to Healthcare

I strongly support the intent of S82600 SD2, HD2 to regulate the
practice of respiratory care in Hawaii.

By:
Print name Credentials 'City of residence

Chairs and Committee Members,

Licensing will help to protect the public from respiratory therapists who are unable to
obtain licenses to practice in the other 48 states and who come to Hawaii seeking
employment opportunities for respiratory therapists.

,
I and my colleagues work along side physicians and nurses at the bedside of many
critically ill patients. We are entrusted with the ventilators that support the breathing or
"'ife support" for these critically ill patients. Our potential to do harm is great.

Hairdressers and cosmetologists are required to be licensed while we are allowed to
practice without oversight and accountability.

. I ask that you support this bill to protect the health and welfare of the people in Hawaii
who require respiratory care services now and into the future.

Lastly in an effort to meet bUdget constraints, we acknowledge the cost for licensure will
be borne by the licensees.

Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony.

Sincere'Jj

,=--cZ:\c;J))k.JJ(~-
Signature, credential
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To: House Committee on Finance
Rep. Marcus R: Oshiro, Chair
Rep. Marilyn B. Lee, Vice Chair

Date: March t-q, 2010

RE: 882600, SD2, HD2 Relating to Healthcare

I strongly support the intent of 5B2600 5D2, HD2 to regulate the
practice of respiratory care in Hawaii.

By: ..---.:::.SJI\"--,'Q;,,,-,-\\~-";-'\1--",-\-\ "'=:'1ClJ\Ar:-'()'-N."""'~'-'.:.J.N__---'_---=--':~____':r::-:--"~
\j ~t name Credentials 'City of residence

Chairs and Committee Members,

Licensing will help to protect the public from respiratory therapists who are unable to
obtain licenses to practice in the other 48 states and who come to Hawaii seeking
employment opportunities for respiratory therapists.

I and my colleagues work along side physicians and nurses at the bedside .of many
critically ill patients. We are entrusted with the ventilators that support the breathing or
"life support" for these critically ill patiems. Our potential to do harm is great

Hairdressers and cosmetologists are required to be licensed while we are allowed to
practice without oversight and accountability.

I ask that you suppor! this bill to protect the health and welfare of the people in Hawaii
who require respiratory care services now and into the future.

Lastly in an effort to meet bUdget constraints, we acknowledge the cost for licensure will
be borne by the licensees.

Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony.

Sincere~~ J tqZT
~tiaI-'-""':"'-'------------



03/31/2010 02:00 8085377832 QMC RESPIRATORY CARE PAGE 05/11

To: House Committee on Finance
Rep. Marcus R. Oshiro, Chair
Rep. Marilyn B. Lee, Vice Chair

Date: March _, 2010

RE: 8B2600, 8D2, HD2 Relating to Healthcare

I strongly support the intent of 882600 5D2, HD2 to regulate the
practice of respiratory care in Hawaii.

By: D<J\,-. " <e...\ ~\,cs~
Plint name

Chairs and Committee Members,

Credentials

Licensing will help to protect the pUblic from respiratory therapists who are unable to
obtain licenses to practice in the other 48 states and who come to Hawaii seeking
employment opportunities for respiratory therapists.

I and my colleagues work along side physicians and nurses at the bedside of many
critically ill patients. We are entrusted With the ventilators that support the breathing or
"life support" for these critically ill patients. Our potential to do harm is great.

Hairdressers and cosmetologists are required to be licensed while we are allowed to
practice without oversight and accountability.

I ask that you support this bill to protect the health and welfare of the people in Hawaii
who require respiratory care services now and into the future.

Lastly in an effort to meet budget constraints, we acknowledge the cost for licensure will
be borne by the licensees.

Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony.

~e~O~O~T
Signature, credential '
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To: House Com'mittee on Finance
Rep. Marcus R. Oshiro, Chair
Rep. Marilyn B. Lee, Vice Chair

Date: March ?!PI,2010

RE: 8B2600, 8D2, HD2 Relating to Healthcare

I strongly support the intent of 882600 502, HD2 to regulate the
practice of respiratory care in Hawaii.

By: --\4.f1'~ A .~bL\
Print name

Chairs and Committee Members,

.W-S ,R~
Credentials

\4Y.l.J""I...
"City of residence

Licensing will help to protect the public from respiratory therapists who are unable to
obtain licenses to practice in the other 48 states and who come to Hawaii seeking

. employment opportunities for respiratory therapists.

I and my colleagues work along side physicians and nurses at the bedside of many
critically ill patients. We <Ire entrusted with the ventilators that support the breathing or
"life support" for these critically ill patients. Our potential to do harm is great.

Hairdressers and cosmetologists are required to be licensed while we are allowed to
practice without oversight and accountability,

I ask that you support this bill to protect the health and welfare of the people in Hawaii
who require respiratory care services now and into the future.

Lastly in an effort to meet bUdget constraints, we acknowledge the cost for licensure will
be borne by the licensees.
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