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,COMMI1TEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 
Senator Donna Mercado Kim, Chair 
Senator Shan S. Tsutsui, Vice Chair 

: Tuesday February 23, 2010 
, 10:IOam 
Conference Room 211 
State Capitol 
415 South Beretania Street 

Thank you for th~ opp~rtunltilci '.ubmTtiestimony In support of S8nate Bill No, 2549 
Relating to Employment Security, Which appropriates Reed Act monie, to Hawsl'l 
County's Workforce Investment,Board. . 

The County of Hawal'; Workforce Il)vestment Board has supported the efforts of the 
unique and successful Going Home .qons,ortium, a prison-ta-community reentry initiaUve; 
and has suppolted the Hulioh Injern" hip'program, a work-basad leamlng experience 
that places students in meaningful and sub'stantlve Internship experiences. This 
program also strengthens our work places through the business center and business 
service representatives. 

We are asking the State Legislature to appropriate another $2.000,000 from these 
federal funds so that our initiatives can continue and new ideas can be developed by 
the WIB partners. The board priorities Include supporting the following initiatives: 

• The Hawai'l Health Care Alliance (HIHA) - This partnership Is designed to recruit 
and retain health cere professionals to address the critical shortage of health 
care professIonals on Hawal' l lsland. 

• Business Incubator (Micro Biz Initiative) - Under this initiative, the newly 
established Business Resource Centers will provide technIcal support to selected 
startup busInesses In partnership with the Small BusIness Development Center 
and major business organizations. 
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• Economic aim WOrKforce DSvetop""'fMnt tAJrlnections ... This effort would create a 
formalized entity to support and advance emerging Iniliatlves in areas such as 
heallh, energy conservation, "green Induslry" and astronomy. 

• Career Connections for Youth· - This will offer an ·education-to-careers· pathway 
for youth from 16 to 24 years old to include InternshIps and mentoring Inltlatives, 
and would also establish a Youth BUsiness and InnovatIon Center to advocate for 
entrepreneurship. 

In summary, I strongly support S8 2549. This appropriation will provide long-term social 
and economic benefits for our community through workforce InItiatives, and I urge the 
committee to approve this bill. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Aloha, 

VVilliam P. Kenoi 
. MAYOR 

>: " j 
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COMMII IB6 ON WAYS AND MEANS 
Senator Donna Mercado Kim. Chair 

I Senator Sban S. Tsutsui, Vice Chair 
! Tuesday February 23, 2010 
I 10:IOam 
1 Conference Room 211 
, State Capitol , " 
l.4.1~ .So.~~~ Be~~a~~~~ . . J 

. My name is GarJjh{i1f.p~awa, 1 am a member oftbe Workforce Investment Board (Wm) and I also sit on 
'thelioord for HIWEI)O. ' 

I ask for your support of sa 2549 .. it pct1aino to ~awaii County. The Department of Labor and all ' 
involved with the HawoJi Island WIll efforts, .r.. justly proud o[tlJ< initiatives that this moncy' ""abl.eeI, 

-suoh as Going Home, out prison.Mto-~6~munity reentry initiative; Huia.na, Qur fsladd~wide high school 
student intenlshlp program; and an initiative to 4irectly serve and sirengthcn Hawaii Coimty's work 
.piaoes through n,ll[ busincs! 'center and business services represe.ntatives. . .... 

,'. . . ' ' . ? ." , ' ', .. 
, We j~ HaWaii County '\fc asking the ~ta~ legislature to appropri.te anotbei'S2,O.00,OOO ~ the.e fe4e\'tll 
~ds to enible us to contiimc initiatives related to Jm.PJUvi.lfS employer outrueh and Mrvice!, labor'foroe 

. P-OOI expansion, 'capacity bitiIdiQ8, 8Ild providi!lg ~'Pport to a groWing network qf WlB pditn~ who.. .; 
',\ 'priorities include: (Silll REIlb ACT HI A ITACHMllNT) expand bur Huiana and Going !'lome 'initiatives ' 

to serve lnO~ ~tU~b and ex-offenders on a state-wide ~evelj Md develop supp!rt prog~8 to sc:;v~ the 
,homel.", . . , ' , " 

. S~po~ HawolJ CoUbty', woikfon:e initiative, thro~gh Ihis appropriition wiU provide 101l8-t~rm 
:50~ and econom.ic, ~nefits, Tberdbre, ~.urge 1\10 oommittec to pass SB 2549. 

Carla Kurokawa 
ALU UKE.lnc. - Employment '" Tr~ Program 
~2 KiQOOI. st. Suit. 102 

_ Hi!o, HI 96.720 
(898) 961-2625 ph, 
(808) 935·6084 fax 
cakutQk@aJulike.orgomali 
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, COMMITTEBONWAYSANDMEANS 
· Senator Donna Mercado Kim. Chair 
I Senator Shan S. Tsutsui. Vice Chair 

Tueiday February 23, 2010 
1O:.10alJ) 

Cotlferencc Room 211 
S .... Capltol 
415 South BeretlUlia Street 

: ~ ... 
. '----;-'.--- '" . './ . 

11Y,name i.' trent A. Nagao; a long tiQl.e.merobel of the Hawaij County Wotkfort:oInmtmcnt~'oard and , 
ffie lillwaii County Youth Council. My pa9~ion bas always been in eduCation and tra.iniog. and tberdorc I 

· baVe played an ac6~role in the community. ' j am the.6ducation,Chair for titeJipana6 ~ambu of ~ ... " 
'. 'Go~e.ree and Industry, board member of Junior Achicvemtnl, J;utHewaii representative ~ the.Rawaij 

. .gtate'AdultEducation Adyisory ;agard, Ibng time JD(I[!I.ber ~fthe Steering COrn.m!tta of youth ~uildCJ1 
lJXDl50red by the. aawaii CouiJty Comprehen:~'Ye Strategy for luvenile JuStice. and alto a tutmbeJ oriPe . 

·FriCbCls oCthe Drug Qourt BDd the Big·b.lend TIpk Foree forai.t:o.iDaI Jumce. . . ;. 
',', '.. ~ . ,..' : ~ 

III addition" 'I ~ ~be ~oordini!lor' of Programs fQY the'Su,tlnslS-Education Partne.r;hip thit hejps hlgh ICl:!.OO] 

. ' . ~den~ ~pare' for the world Of~OT+ r also 1!~I'p wi,th the: Gomg Ho¢e. Program and ~e Hwan{ 
, " ,Iiltemshlp l'rog,.Ill. ', ' " ....., .' , 

\ ." . ' . . , -. . . , 
, .,', . ' .' '\. '" " . .' '.' . 
t ~.~g fQT XQUr supPort for.sB 2549 aij'it ~ to Hav.;aii CouotY. 1hiI b~ wuuld proVide funding 

, for &evcratprogrm,a on HBwaii I.jand "lated to eto.'pJO)'lllent security and alsQ includes Our Oo\Di hom_e 
;; tOnjOrtl}UD.. We arc vtiy proud of bow ibe Goin, Jlome'conSortium has grOWD' to help·lb.e'incarcCrated 

. ,.' r:ctur:o. to,our coinmunity and bti proquctivlI; c:iti.z:lsns. ru progrtUn.Deeds conti.n1ied support ti:J1ie effcd:tvc.. .' . 
, ~ ... ~ .... "., ' .,_ ./' ''',' • " .' .. ' "'. .:~' ; .. ' 1·,~,· .",' " ...•..... 
, . ~ The Derartment o~LabQt and allmvofved witb the 1¥WaillJlImd WIB cffint& aro'pftllJ.d o'flbe inft.!~tiVf;S .. , 

, , ~at: this REED Act funding e~bled in tbt: pal~, With tho.Going HowII, Hui~a. Q\U i,land-wj~o hip ~h091 
:" stud.eiltintC1D.lbip prbjram. end otber l¢timves to ditectl.y 8'8'Ve and stre.ngthct\ Hawaii Cou.o.!Y" work. 

" . "~'p'I~Ces-lhroug'b Qur:businesl' cebter. ~9 b'usfue.suerv~~~re~ehtitivta:·· , .. .. , :', · ... f • 
.... ,. ",: i" " ,~ • • • '. • ' .• ' • ;, . .,, " • , ' . 

· We ill HaWllU County aNI uidng ~ State (egiillature to 'appropriate. Mother $2,000,000 from ~sc tedtral ;' 
~ 10 ~bfe us to,develOp initiatives ~lated to.lulPcovioi employer outtea<:b aod services, Jaborpool . 
~~iOD; cap4!:.ity building, and pro~idiog' support to a'growiognetwoik ofWIB partners wbmle priorities 

.: ,\.~ .~ipcl.ulte: ~xpansiOJl of a Dt\'( disabilities consortium a.od its Increased mvice to pCrsonl with disabilitic:s~ 
'., ·part.iculll1ly our youth; expan&.ian of our Hulaoa and Goj,ag "aotnr: initiatives to serve.tllOril Sf\)deots tqd ~- . 

r e:f[Cpden: un a mte-wide level; snd develop S'Qpport PJo~ to !crve our loCal worldbrte and economic· 
·.:~e;lopmeot D~cls, . . . • 

, , 

, 
" , 

, 

~ j ., 

," 
:, • '? 

, . 

. . .'.., .. ,., " 

· I wee thi! cotnm.lttee to pass sa 2~49. '" this .appropriation will provide loog-term sociat ~d 'ec:o~miC" 
, '\bCn~tI to .~~pport Hawaij County'l"workforce·io.itill.tivC.5. ' ,',' .....: .. :' , " . 
. Sincerely, 

, . , ",. ,'. 

., lreb«A. Na~o 
BII$inea:s-Bducation Partnership 
Coordin.ator 
P.O. B9x 5089, HUo, Hi 96720 
(Tel, "7-8262) 
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GOING HOME 
Hawai'i County's ex-offender re-integrationprogram 

COMM1T1'E5 ON WA ¥S AND MEANS 
Senator Donna Mercado Kim, OuUr 
Senator Shan S. Tsutsui, Vice Chair 
Tu .. day February 23, 2010 
10:IOam 
Conference Room 211 
State Oapitol 
415 South 13C1C1tania Street , , 

- '-
1 work with the Going Home Con,sortium, a community-based collaboration that assists 
Hawan Island men and women r~ri!~~ed fr~m C\>f(ec\!~nallnsHtutJons w~h reintegration 
Into community life through ~mpl9.ymeQ!, I.niflilng 's'nll appropriata supportive services, 
The significance of Going Home ~, !/lid W~~lil qf!Iictlve supports In the community, 
offenders ara highly likely to ttlitfmit new cnmes, 'This cralltes new victims, strains en 

, •• P 

already overburdened criminal Nstlce sYStem, and hurts family and loved ones, 

I ask fOf your ~upport for SB 25.1~ a~ ~ p',e~lns to Hawaii County, This biU would 
provide funding tor sE!Xetal ~r'?2~ifl~,,~!i':l~wil!i,ISland related to employment security, 
Including the unique and sueoesstOl Gotng-Homa consortium, 

The Oepartmept of labor and ~II in~olvedl wijh the H,~"",II Island WIB efforts are justly 
proud of the IriH,I~es.!,l);rt'it,!fs·J~:-~~ ~e!Jl(Ijttihgen.bted In ifle past. such as Going 
Ho~e, Hu.I'!.~a, cU!' ~la,~~:ffi~~h.!q~1~b~~:~i\l'd~ht Internship program; and a~ initiative 
to dl,,!ctl~ ~~!X.~,,~,Q~,~\6.i~J ~1!l~J!JMi.)'.,¢,'?W'!Y:s,WPIll pla\>!s t~rough our bUSiness 
center and cuslness Serv c~s reHri!$';nfji\lXes, 

We in Ha"l'!Ji C9.unty ar~ ~~,~i~g t,'l,~ §J\\t~)eg~~I~tule, to ap.P(9prlate another$2,OOO,OOO 
from th~.ei~ll~]'\I1 fll~~:t8:''\1~6j~ ~S::,t(l'd'ofv~19P~rhJ!iatlves.1i!latUto ImproVing " 
employer outr""fh and s~txldi!S, l~b9r ,!l~!'e~Ranslon, caps'clty building, and proViding 
support to a gtolVing nIi""otJ(<!fWiIj. p'aiiMl's wHose priOrities Include: expansion of a 
new dlssbllnles con'Ciftium and itS' Inct~;,~d, .e",b.t to persons with dl.abllHies--
particularly our youtli; "lIPansion of otir Hulan>l arid Going Home Inltiaijves to serve 
mora students and e~-<lffe~delS on a sta~":wide'level ; and develop support programs to 
serve our local worltforce and economic development needs. 

Supporting HawaII County's workforce Initiatives through this appropriation IViIl provide 
long-term social and economic benefits, Therefore, I urge the committee to pass SB 
2549, 

~df~ 
GOing Home Coordinator 
230 'KekuanaoaAve, Box 4, Hila, HI 96720 
Telephone: (808) 640-7987 
Email: s.sakaguchi@yahoo.com 

p, 005 
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COMMJTIEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 
Senator Donna Mercado Kim, Chair 
Senator Shan S. Tsutsrti: Vice Chair 
Tuesday February 23, 201 0 
10:lOam 
Conference Room 211 
State capitol 
415 South Beretania Street 

'. 

Re: I.88tlm~nv In Support 01 S.B. 2649 - R8latl~g to Emplovment Secur.i!x 

CS10:039T:LKR 

C:;oodwill.lndustri88, of. Hawaii staff on the Big Island of Hawaii has been "active with the Going Home 
initiative •. We haVe seen th~ differe{lce t~is conso(1ium has made In the lives of p~ople transitionlng 
bac~ I.nto the co'mmunity and the rE!sultlng recidivIsm rate repuctionf! that occur when a network of 

. ~.uPport8 . is .e.hgageQ:·' . ~. -, ", 
.' " 

As such. '(3oodwj'll fnduslries of Ha~.BH, In~, eGbqd~ilt) sublJlit~ this tesiimony In support of Sanat~ 8i11 
.~549 . We ask for Y9Ur' t;:1..jp'p~rrfOf'SB ·f549 as~ It pertains to j-fawaJl County, This ,b.m wo~ld ,provlde ' . 
,funding for sever.~I .progf8ms on H~wlilii Island related to employment securi!y.lnclud!ng the unique anQ 
successful GOing 'liame oonsortiUm.·1M slgnlfjcance of Going Home Is that without effective supports 

.!.' .)n. the co·~munity: .off~riaer6 are"highfy likely to commlt:new ~ilT!es :' THts creates new victims. ~tr?lns ~, 
, .: ' an ~Iieady overburdene.d criminal justice'syStem, arid hurts famity 6(ld·'ov8.d ·ones. ~ 
.,", ,,-. . ~" ,., . ,.' . . " , ' . . .' " 

.' T~e D~p~rtm~nt.of La~~r and:~II.iDy'q,\~.e:~ , r.-:Ltr.trye ·H.a.waii 'I~I~n.~ WIB e(fotts ~re Justly proud of the ',' 
Init\allves thl;!it tills Rt!Jsd Act fundihg'lIrf4c(ad;I!'l the past, such as Go!ng-Home, Huiana, our Island"wlde 

. \. :high schaar student internship p~ognirii;. etid' (riitiative~ to direCtly serve and strengthen Hawaii County's 
.,' ',work places thro~gh our business centet ,a'~d-'btJSfnes6 '8erVices- representatives. ' , ... . . .' 

. .' . ~ :. . , , . . :. '. . , ' .: , . 
" . Gqodwill lndustrl.~s ofJ-fa~aJi i~ . .a~k\l')g t:h~'pS~t~,.I.eQJsI3tUI'e to epPf9priete anothe~ $2,009,000 from 
·,.;these federal 'funds tq enable us to de~elbp'I~IPat[l(es "'elat~d ,t6 1ll1p~ovlng employer outreach and 

services, febo(pool expansion, cap'selty. ~Oi!dihg, 'and providing support to a growing network of W1B 
p~rtners wbose priorllfes Include: exp'al1slon of ,a new tllsabtUUes consortium and ~s increased servic~5 

'to: pe~.on~ wIth disBbiliti~~PS!rtft:Ur~rly .our youth; expansion of our H.uiana and GoIng Home initiatives 
,to ~e.rve [i1ore~studel')ts ;Bntl 'ex-offehders on a slat&wlde level; :and develop Bupporfprqgrams to serve 
' ou.r local workforce and aconomic development needs. ' . '. " , . . . . . 

. . :S'4i:>porting 'Hawaii Cou~ty!s Workforce Initifil~ives ,throu9h lhj~ approprIation will provide long-term social 
.: and ecOnomic benefits. Therefore, we urge the committee to pass SB 2549. ' . . 
'" . '. ": ;, 

'. 'Thank you for. this opportunity to provide.'te,stimony 'On this matter. 
, .,' .' . . ',' 

..., 

, . 
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Senator Donna Mercado Kim, Chair 
Senate Ways and Means Committee 
Support of SB 2549 501 

Dear Chair Kim and Committee Mamber': 

My name Is Ruth C. Forbes and I am the Offender Services Supervisor at the 
HawaII Community Correctional Conter. I am currently Inlloilled with the 
HIWEDOIGoing Home Consortium and serve .s the Chairperson for the START 
(Successful Tfllns~io". And R ... EnbyTogether) committee. In addltlon, l am 
.Iso a membor of other Going Home committees that provide support lor 
incarceratRd individuals. 

I ask lor your 'uppert for S8 2549 SD1 as ~ portaln. to HawaII County. This bill 
would provide funding for 8everal programs on HawaII Island related 10 
employment security, including the unique Ind SUCOBstful Going Home 
consortium. Tho significance of Going Home Is that w~ho~ effectiva support; In 
the community, offender. are highly likely to commit new crim ... This creates 
new victima, strains ari already overburdened Criminal Justice system, and hurta 
family and loved ohes. 

The Dopartment of Labor and all involved with the Hawaii Island WlB effDrt; are 
Justly proud of the Initiatlv •• that this Reed Act funding anablRd in the pI.t, 6ueh 
as Going 80me; Hulan., our island-liMe high schoolsludent Internship progrom; 
and Inltlotives 10 directly serve and .trengt~en Hawaii County's work places 
through our butiness center and business services representative • . 

We In Haw~ii County ar~ askln.9 Ih~ State legislature to appropriate another 
$2,000,000 from lhese federal funds to enable us to develop Initiatives ralated to 
Improving employer outreach and .ervices, labor pool expanlion, capaolty 
building, and providing support to. growing network of WIB partner. who •• 
prloritJes include: expansion of a new disabilities consortium and its increased 
lervfoes to persons With dl&ibilltles-particular1y our youth; expansion of our 
Hulana and Going Home Initiativ •• to serve more .iudents and .x-offender. on I 

stallJ-wid. level; and· develop support programs to serve our local workforce and 
economic development need •. 

Supporting Hawaii County's workfortS Initiatives through thl. appropriation will 
provide long-term 60elal and economic benefits. Th.refora, I urgo the committee 
to pas. sa 2549 SOl . 

Ruth C. Forbes, Offender Services SupeNlsortU:-
Hawaii Community Correotional Center r 0 
eo Punahele Street, Hilo, HI 96720 I Telephone: 981 -7282 
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COMMUTEB ON WAYS AND MEANS 
Senator Donna Mercado Kiro, Chair 
Senator Shan S. Tsutsui, Vice Chair 
Tuesday February Z3 , 2010 
I 0:10am 
Conference Room ZII 
State Capitol 

, 415 South Beretania Street 
,I. --,'--"- ••• - - - ', ........ --,' L' 

.-.---, .. -.-~-' , , 
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. I am ,writing on behalf of support for SB 2549, a bill that would provide funcling for several programs on 
.Hay/aii, Island including the·uniqp.e and successful Going Homo-consortium" and Huiana lnte~p 
program for youtb. Huiana screens and recruits student Uiterested in work~b:ised learning experiences and 
p.Iaces them in meaningful end sqbstantive intomship~. H~ana has placed ov&r,160 hiM schopl students 

' jn internships within the last year." Th~ purpose is to provide the students,with work-readiness aoqjob 
trainlng, to help them firid career direction, ood to open their eyes to the IIlany opportunities on-island for 
possiblolong-term, future employment. ,All this is accomplished with a very tight partnership between 

. the mllliy ~ested org~tioD8. Funding tIjrough SB 2549 will be critical for the continued growth and 
txpllIll!lon of this program with the polential to be serve each high scbool;" Hawaii County . . 

," . 
-The Deparjment of Labor and aii involved.with the Hawaii Island WIB efforts arejusUy proud of the, 
~injtiat\ves that this money ~led. such as Going Home, our prison~to-co.lXlJDunity reenb:y,inithdive;' 
'lluiana, dur i,land,wide, high school $(lent internship program; ood 00 Jnitiative to directly serYe ood 
':.Strengthet:l Haw~ County's workplaces t9,rouib, our. business center and bU~in~8 serviceS . 
" tep.t'ClScntatiVes. ' - . 

• '. 4\ 

: ' ,We in' ~'~aii County are, asJdng the State legislature to appropriate anoth~r $2,000,000-from the;. feli",;U 
. :'~ds to.-enable us to continue initiatives related to improv'ing employer Qutteacb end seM.ces,labor fo.(Ce 

.... ' • J paol, ~~ion, ~pacity buil~, ' an~ #o'1diog support to a growiQg network ofwm partners Wb09~ 
'., . prLo;titi~ in¢lqde: '~pansion of a new rl:i§~R!Ug,~ coh.sortiUID..and its,increased ~ervices tp persons.with 

•.•• .;.. ',' .'j' disabUitie~particwatlY 'ollr y,Putbj ~KPand our ftuiaila and Golug HomC! initiatives to serVe topre· 
· ~tudcnts aJ)d ex.affenders on a State-wide level; and develop support. programs [0 serve out locw. 

.. workI'ofC.c"and economic deVelopment nceds·. ' .," . . 
. . ;'. . .. 
\' ..' . .. .... 

• SUPP9rting \Iawaii County's workforce initiatives through this appropriation wJll pro.ide long-term. 
social M.d cc~o.m.ic benefits. Therefore, l urge the COJnm.ittec to pass sa 2549. . 

~"~~'Olrnon-'--'~
Board Chair 

-~---.-,----------

lJawsji Wood Wor)<force lnvestmeot Board 

• 

, , 
.\ 

, 
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COMMITIEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 
Senator Donna Mercado Kim. Chair 
Senator Shan S TsutsUi, Vice Chalr 

o 
DATE: TU&Sday February 23, 2010 
TIME: 10:10am 
PLACE: Conference Room 211 

State Capitol 
415 South Beretania Street 

RE: S82649 SD1 

Chair KIm, Vice Chair Tsutsui, Members of the Committee: 

230KEII.UANAOAA~UE . HIlO,HI~6T~ 
(8Ql19l5-389~ PHONE • (808l9J~3IIS4 FAX 
tNFO@tllWEDO,oRO 

My name Is Jessica P.K Yamamoto and I serve as the Executive Director of the Hawaii Island Workforce & Economic 
Development Ohana, a non-profit established In Hawaii County by the Workforce Investment 8oard{WIB). Our 
mission parallels thai of the WIB, and we are Integrally involved with efforts to develop a comprehensive wond'orce 
development system for the County. I am writing in support of S82549, which appropriates Reed Act monies 10 the 
four county Workforce Investment Boards. I ask for your support to S82549 as It pertains to HawaII COlUlty. 

The Department of Labor and allinvotved with the HawaII Island WIB efforts, are justly proud of the initiatives that this 
money enabled, such as Going Home, our prison-to-communlty reentry initiative; Huians, our island-wide high school 
student internship program; and an initiative to directly seTYe and strengthen Hawaii County's work places through 
our business center and business services representatives. 

We in Hawaii County are asking the State legislature to appropriate another $2,000,000 from lhese federal funds to 
enable us to continue initiatives related to improving employer outreach and services, labor force pool expansion, 
capacity building, and providing support to a growing network of WIB partners whose priorities include: 

• The HawalllsJand Health Care Alliance (HIHA) which is working to recruit and retain health care 
profesSionals to address a critical shortage on the Big Island. 

• The Going Home, Huiana, Workforce SoluUoos and Veterans programs among others will support the local 
workforce through mentoring opportunities. 

• The Going Home system that provides 8 full range of supportive programs, occupational skills training end 
certification programs to prepare inca Iterated and formerly incarcerated individuals for successful re-entry 
into the community and the workforce. 

• The business-la-business support the Hawaii Island Workforce & Economic Development Ohana supports 
to encoUI'a{I6 S.T.E.M. and Green practices. 

• The newly established Business Resource Centers that support startup businesses In tandem with the 
Small Business Development Center as part of a micro-business incubator program. 

• The development of an entity that wiJI incorporate emerging initiatives In an Economic & Workforce 
Development Connections program to support workforce initiatives. 

• The Career Connections for youth program that provides an "education to careers" pathway for all youth 16-
24 by facililaUng Internship and mentoring opportunities and a Youth Business and Innovation Center. 

Supporting Hawaii County's worUorce initiatives through this appropriation will provide long-term social and 
economic benents for our communities. Therefore, I urge the committee to pass S82549. 

Mahala, 

Jessica Yamamoto, Executive Director 
Hawa~ Island WOrkfOfC8 & Economic Development Ohana, Inc. 

1 

p. 004 



OEC-25-2009 FR[ [0:21 A~ 

7J-t875 Xana/eml SOwt 
XaJlllo-Ko1HZ, Htnfaj '; 96740 r., 808-J$I-4903 
Fax 808·319-94'9 

OCEANIC 
~ TIME WARNER 
~ CAJ>LE 

COMMITIEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 
Senator Donna Mercado Kim, Chair 
Senator Shan S. Tsutsui, Vice Chair 
Tuesday February 23, 2010 
10:10am 
Conference Room 211 
Slate Capitol 
415 South Beretauia Street 

' . 

J 2'7 KJlallla Jlwmtl. 

Hffo. Hawal'196710 
TrI808-9J2-20lJ 
Fax 808-9JJ-OU8 

p. 006 

I am writing on behalf of!Upport for SB 2549, a bill that would provide fund.il:Ig for ~ral progr81Il3 on 
Hawaii Island includiog the unique and suocessM Going Home consortium and Huiana Internship 
program for youth. Huiana S~ and recruits student interested in work-based tearning experiences and 
places them in II1ea.nl.ngful1Uld substantive intcmsbips. Huiana has placed over 160 bJgh school students 
in jnte.rnships witbJn the last year. The ptuposo is to provide the students with wodc--readine.ss andjob 
ttaJoin& to belp them find cateer direction, and to open tOO '>''' to tho many opportunities oo-islaod W 
possible Joog-term. future employment. All this is accompli*d with a very tight partnership between 
the DlIUl,}' vested organi:l;ations. Funding through sa 2549 will be cridcal for the continued growth and 
expansion of this program with the potential to sqveeaciJhigb school in Hawaii County. 

ThoOepartment of Labor and all involved with the Hawaii Island WIB efforts arejU!tlyproud oftbe 
Joitiativcs that fbia money enabled, such as Going Home, ourprison-to-community reentry initiative; 
Huiana. our island-wide high school atudect internship progra.m.; and an initiatiw to directly serve and 
strengthen Hawaii Cotmty's work places through our business center and business services 
representative.!l. 

We in Hawaii CoUJlty arc asking the State legisIatore to appropriate a.nother $2,000,000 from these 
federal funds to eoable us to continue initiatives related to lraproviDg employer outTeach and 6Cl'ViCCll. 
I>bor force pool oxpan.ion, capad", building, and pnMding NjlpOrt to. growing network ofWIB 
pe.rtners whose priorities Include: ~ansion ohnew disabilities oonsorthuJI and hs in~od srroces to 
persons with disabilitics-particularly Our youth; ~pand OUt Huiana and Going Home initiatives to serve 
more students and ex-offendczs on a state-wide level; and develop support progmms to s~ our Jocal 
workforce and economic development needs. 

Supporting Hawaii County's workforce initiatives through this appropriatiOn will provide long-term 
social and economio ~fits. Tbet"cfore.l urge the committee to pass sa 2549. 

~'Ke:aU-
Technie&l Opcrotiono __ 

Ooeenic Time Warner Cable - Hawai '! County 

A Dlv/lion of1Ym. WQI·';"r Ent.rtalnmpt( Company, L.P. 
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COMMlTfEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 
Senator Donna Mercado Kim, Chair 
Senator Shan S. Tsutsui. Vice Oirur 
ru .. day Febru>JY 23, 2010 
10:IOam 
Conference Room 211 
State Capitol 
415 South Beretania Street 

I am writing on behalf of support' for SB 2549, 21 hlU that woul~ provide fi.mding for several programs 01] 

Hawaii Island including the unique and successful Going Home oonsortium and HuisoalDternship 
program for youth. Huiana screens and recruits studem interested ill work·based learning experiences and 
pJaces them in meaningful and substantive internships. Huia..lla has placed over 160 high school students 
in internshipS within the last year. The purpose is to provide the srodents with work-readiness and job 
training. to help them f111d career direction. and to ope.n their eyes to the many opportunities on-island for 
possible long-term, future employment. All this is acc,omplished with a very tightpartnership between. 
the many vested organizations. Funding through SB 2549 will be criticaJ for the continued growth and 
expansion of ~is program with the potential to be serve each high school in Hawaii ·County. 

The Department of Lahar and aU involved with the Hawrui Island Will efforts are justly proud of the 
initiatives that this money enabled, such 8S Going Home, OUr prison-ta-community reentry initiative; 

': Huiana, our island-wide high school student internship program; and au initiative to directly serve and 
!Strengthen ~waii COU1lty'S work places through our business center and business services 
.representatives. 

We in Hawaii County are asking the State legislature to appropriate another $2,000,000 from these federal 
funds to enahle us to continue initiatives relared to improving employer outreach aod services, labor force 
pool expansion. capacity building, and providiug suppon to a growing network ofWIB partners whose 
priorities include: expansion of II. new disabilities consortium and its increased services to persous with 
di.sabilities-particulsrly OUI" YOllth; expand our Htliana and Going Home initiAtiVes to serve more: 
students·and ex.-offenders on a state-wide level; Ilnd develop support programs to serve our local 
workforce and economic d~dopment needs. 

Supportiug Hawaii CoWlty'S workforce initiatives through this appropriation wiU provide long-tenn 
social and economic benefits. TIlereforc. I urge flle corrunitlee to pas", SB 2549. 

Sincerely yours, 

Ufh 
Kurniko S. Usuda, ~ 
Outreach Scientist 
Subaru Telescope 
National Astronomical Observatory of Japan 
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I am writing on behalf of support for SB 2549. a bill thai would provide funding for .. veraI progoons on 
Hawaii Island including the unique and successful Going Homo consortium and Huiana Internship 
program. for youth. Hufana streeru and recrJlilJ student interested in worfv.based letf'ning experiences 
and places them in meanjngfid tmd substanttve internships. Hufana has placed Dye, 160 high school 
students in. Internships within the last year. The purpose is to provide the students with work-readiness 
and job training. to help them find career direction, and 10 open their eYes f<> the many opportunities OD
island fur possiblelong-tenn. future employment All thi, i, accomplished with a very tight partnership 
betweeD the many vested organi7ations. Funding through SB 2549 will be critical for the continued 
growth and expansiOD of this program with the potential to serve each high school in Hawall County. 

The Department of Laber and all involved with the Hawall laJand WIB efforts are justly proud of the 
initiatives that this money enabled, such as Going Home, our prison-to-community reentry initiativej 
Huiena, our island-wide high school student internship program; and an initiative to directly serve and 
strengthen Hawaii County's work places through our business center and business ServiCC3 

representatives. 

W. in Hawaii County we asking the State legislature to appropriate another $2.000,000 from these rederal 
funds to enable us to continue initiatives related to improving employer outreach and services, labor force 
po<>l expBIlSion, capocity building, and providing support to a growing network of WIB partners whose 
priorities include: expansion of a new disabilities consortium and its increased services to persons with 
disabilitica-particularly our youth; expand our Huiana and Going Home initiatives to serve more 
students and ex-offenders OD. a state-wide level; and develop support programs to serve our local 
workforce IUld economic development needs. 

Supporting Hawaii County', workforce initiatives through this appropriation will provide long-term 
social, education. 8l1d economic benefits. Therefore, I urge the committee to pass SB 2549. 

--Z"Ln~ 
Nanetto Manelos Bishop 
Waiakea High School 
Senior ProJectJPTPlHuiana Coordinator 
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I am writing on behalf of support for sa 2549, a bill that would provide funding for several 
progra.m.s on Hawaii Island including the unique and successful Going Home consortium and Huiw14 
Internship program for youth. guiana screen9 and recruits student interested in work-based learning 
experiences and places them in meaningful and substantive internahips. Huiana has placed over 160 high 
school rtudcpts in internships within tho Jut)'Oar. The purpose is to provide the students with work
readiness and job training. to help them fmd career direction,. and to open their eyes to the many 
opportunities on-island for possiblo long-term, future employIDent. All this is aCcomplished with 8 V9ry 

tight partnership between the many vested organizations. FUnding througb SB 2549 will be critical for 
the continued growth and expansion ofthi& program with the potential to be serve eacb high school in 
Hawaii County. 

The Depa.rtroent of Labor end all involved with the Hawaii Island WIB efforts are justly proud of 
the initiatives that this «Ioney enabled, such as Ooing Horne, our prisoo-to-community reentry initiative; 
Huiana. our island-wide high !K:hool student internship program; snd an initiative to directly serve and 
strengthen Hawaii County's work'places through our business center and business services 
ccpresentatives. 

We in Hawaii ~unt)' are asking the State Jegislature to appropriate anothe.t $2,000,000 from 
these federal funds to enable llS to continue ioitiativos rel~ to improving ewployer QUtrea.cb and 
services, labor force pool cxpllIl!iion, capacity building, and providing support to a growing network of 
WIB partners whose priorities include: expansion of a new disabilities consortium and its increased 
services to persons with disabilities-particularly OUr youth; expand our Huiana and Going Home 
initiatives to serve more students Bnd ex-offenders on a stat&-wide levelj and devel.op support programs to 
serve our local workforce and '=COllomic development ;leeds. Supporting Hawaii CoUllty'S workforce 
initiatives through this appropriation will provide long-term Bocial and oeollOmio benefits. Thorofore, I 
urge tho committee to pass SB 2549. 

Please call me at 966-9325 if you have any queatioDB coo.cerAing the above. 

Sincerely. 

!1J~~ 
Director of lJevelopmeot 
W 1I. Shipman, Ltd. 

16-523 Keaau~P8hoa Road Keaau, HI 96749 
tel.: 808.EI6G.9325 ' fax: 808.966.13522 

www.whshlpman.com 
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My name is Pat Q, Public and I am writing in strong .=rt ofSB2549, whiub appropriates Reed Act 
monies to tho four county Workforce Investment Boards. I ask for your support to SB2549 as it 
pertains to Hawaii County, This bill would appropriate fund. to improve employer outreaub and 
sCJ:Vices, labor pool expansion, capacity building and the operation of one-stop career centers within 
eaub oounty, . 

Providing on infusion of Reed Act funding to the Big Island can support the following among oth .. 
initiatives: 

• The IfAwaii Island Health Care Alliance (HlHA) whiub ;. working W recruit and .... in health 
care professionals to addless B critical shortage on the Bighland. 

• The Going HOIlle, Hllian .. Workforce Solutions and Veterans programs among others will 
sapport the local world'on:e'tIui>i1gh metrtoring opportunitie •. 

• The Going Home system. that PrQvldes a full range of BUpportivo programs, occupational skills 
training and certification progmms to prepare incarcerated, and formerly incarcerated 
individuals for S\l.ccess~ re.:eniry into the community and the workforce. 

• Tho busincss-to~busio.css supporttberHawaii Island Workforce & Ec.Qnomic Development 
Ohana supports to enoourage S,T.E.M, and Oreen practices, 

• The newly established B\isin~s Resource Centers that support startup bwinesses in tantlom 
with the S.p:lB11 Business Development Center as part of a micro-business incubator program. 

• The develoJllllcut of 8ll entity that will incorporate emerging initiatives in an Economic & 
Workforce Development Connections program to support workforce initiatives, 

• The Career Connections for Youth program that provides an "education to careers" pathway for 
all youth 16-24 by facilitating internship and mentoring opportunities and a Youth Business 
and Innovation Center, 

Supporting Hawaii County's workforce initiatives through tOO appropriation will provide long-term social 
and economic benefits for our conun:unities, Therefocc, I urge the cormnittec to pass SB2S49, 

Thank you for your time and consideration, 

Pat Q.l'ublic 
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Chair Kim. Vice Chair Tsutsui and Members of the Comminee: 

1 support the passage of Senate Bill 2549. SO I. Relating to Employment Security. This 
bill appropriates funds to the various county workforce investment boards to improve 
employer outreach and services, labor pool expansion, capacity building and operation of 
one stop career centers within each county. 

My testimony is focused on the activity of the Workforce Investment Board in the 
County of Hawaii. After retiring [rom a career with the Department of Public Safety, I 
have been privileged to be involved with a dynamic consortium of public agencies, 
private agencies. and individual citizens called the Going Home Consortium. Going 
Home seeks to insure that needed services are available to the criminal offender who is in 
the community after finishing a ternl of incarceration. This helps the community, as the 
offender becomes a productive, law·abiding citizen; the correctional system, as it can 
relieve prison overcrowding in the long run: and the individual otTenders and their 
families. 

Among other things, the County of Hawaii WIB has supported the efforts of the Going 
Home Committee. Because of this support, Going Home partners have been able to help 
offenders in the community find employment, which is among the most critical services 
needed by offenders making the transition from secure incarceration to life in the free 
world. Without gainful employment, the offender is not likely to sllcceed in lhe 
community. With the support of the County of Hawaii WIB. the Going Horne partners 
have developed some truly innovative and effective programs to help offenders prepare 
for, secure, and retain meaningful jobs. Ln fact , Going Home has become a model for 
collaboration that needs to be replicated throughout Hawaii. SB 2549 wiil enable Going 
Home to continue its current efforts and perhaps develop even more creative approaches 
10 help the criminal offender. 

I urge you to pass SB 2549, SD I and appropriate the funds that are needed now more 
than ever. 

Thank you. 

Ted I. Sa.€m and .J\ssoc lates 
47-571 Ahuimanu Road 
Kaneohe. Hawaii 96744 

Ph : 808·722-3111 e-mail: sakait005@hawaii.rr.com 


