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Thank you for the opportunity fo submit testimony (i support of Senate Bill No, 2549
Relating to Employment Security, which appropriates Reed Act monies to Hawal'l
County's Workforce Investment Board.

The County of Hawai'i Workforce Investment Board has supported the efforts of the
unique and successful Going Home consomum a prison-to-community reentry initiative;
and has supported the Huiah Internship program, a work-based learning experience
that places students in meaningful and substantive internship experiences. This
program also strengthens our work places through the business center and business
service representatives.

We ara asking the State Legislature to appropriate another $2,000,000 from these
federal funds so that our initiatives can continue and new ideas can be developed by
the WIB partners. The board priorities include supporting the following initiatives:

» The Hawai'l Health Care Alllance (HIHA) — This partnership is designed to recruit
and retain health care professionals to address the critical shortage of health
care professlonals on Hawal'j Island.

» Business Incubator (Micro Biz Initiative) ~ Under this initiative, the newly
established Business Resource Centers will provide technical support to selected
startup businesses in partnership with the Smali Business Development Center
and major business organizations.

County of Hawai'l & an Equal Opportunity Provider and Braployer.
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« Economic and Workforce Déveélopment Gorinections — This effort would create a
formalized entity to support and advance emerging Initiatives in areas such as

health, energy conservation, “green industry” and astronomy.
* Career Connections for Youtiv— This will offer an “education-to-careers” pathway

for youth from 16 to 24 years old fo include internships and mentoring initiatives,

and would also establish a Youth Business and Innovation Center to advocate for

entrepreneurship.

In summary, | strongly support SB 2549, This appropriation will provide long-term social
and economic benefits for our community through workforce initiatives, and | urge the

committee to approve this bill.
Thank you for your consideration.

Aloha,

DD e -

William P. Kenoi
“MAYOR

County of Hawsi'| is an Bqual Opportunity Provider and Employer.
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' My name is Caria i{iﬂwawa, | am a. membcr of the Workforce Investment Board (WIB) andI also sit on
‘) thc board for H[WEBD

[ ask for your suppon of SB 2549 as it pertains to Hawaii County. The Department of Labot and all -
involved with the Hawaii Island WIB efforts, are fustly proud of the initiatives that this money enabled,

- such as Going Homé, our prison-to-community roentry initiative; Huiana, our isladd-wide high school

- gtudent internship program; and an initiative to directly serve and strengthen Hawaii Cnunty s work -

: plaoes throug,h our bumnm center and bumnm services representatives. .

-We in Ha.wa:i County arc asking the State legislature to appropriats another $2,000, 000 ﬁ'um these fedar&] _
funds to ensble us to continue initiatives related to improving employer outreach and services, labor force
' pool expansion, capagity building, and providing support to a growing network of WIB partners whose ¢
' prioritics include; (SEE REED ACT 11l ATTACHMENT) expand our Huiana and Going Home initiatives "
to serve more smdcnm and ex-offenders on a stntcrundc level; nnd develop support pmgramx ta serve the -

: -homnless

.. Suppomng Hawdi County’s workforce lmt[atim thrm:gh this appropﬂnﬂon will pfOVide long-tann o
socinl and econontic benefits. Therefore, Iurge the pommittee to pass SB 2549. - : e

o Sinoemly,

Carla Km'okawa

ALU LIKE, Inc. — Employment & Training Program

32 Kinoole St. Suite 102 .
S Hllo, HI 96720

(808) 961-2625 ph.

(808) 935-6084 fax

cakurok(@alulike.org email

Depariment of Employmunt & Truining - Ho'oménea ‘Oiwiz 32 Kinoole Streel. Suite 102 + Hilo, Howal'l 96720
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My name :s Inne A Nagau. a Iong hme mumbe: oftho Hawaii County Workforce InvemmBoard and
thie Hawaii County Youth Council. My passion bas always been in education and training, and therefore I
 have played an active role in the community. ‘I an the Education Chair for the Japanese Chamber of -

_ Commerce and Industry, board member of Junior Achievemeént, East Hawaii representative on the Hawaii
SmAdu]tEdnummAdvhoxyBoard,lmgtmemembuofﬂleswmgCommeorYouﬁlBﬁdm
sponsored by the Hawaii County Comprehensive Strategy for Juvenile Justice. mdshoamembernfﬂ:e
and:uftheDrugConrtmdﬂleBlqulandTukaefanrmmllushm "_' AReen

In a.ddmon, I am the coordinator of | prugmns fqr the Bumass-Educanon Partnarship that helps bigh icb,ooi |
smdenta prepare for the world of: work. Iaho hblp with the Going Hom Projgram and the Hulana 38 gyl

LY mummPngmm.

IammhngfwxowsuppanforSBmsuﬁpmmHamComty Thubmwouldprowdeﬁmdmg
rswual]:rogrmammmldmdmhmwmuymtmmmdmohdudumGomxhome
* consortium We are very proud of how the Going & consortium has grown o help the incarcérated

mmmwmmunityandbomdncﬂvec:ﬁnu Thiswogmmneedzoonﬂnwdsuppmwbuﬁ‘wﬁw.

W e '_ 'I'thepment of Labor and nlliuvolvad wifh !huHawalil:lundWIB efforts mpmud of the mrhaum i

- ' - that this REED Act funding enabled in the past, with the Going Homa, Huiana, our igland-wide high school _
sﬁudentintumlh;p program, nndotherimhaﬁvestodlracﬁyme andstrengthenHawuij Comt}' swurk "
pldm tbm:gl: qurbuﬁinuscahter and businasa smicesmpuqmﬁves ol el e e

WsinHuvmﬁOounn!amuhngtheStaIalegsmctoappmpriateanoﬂ:erﬂDOOOOUﬁmnthesefodml
- funds to cnable us to develop initiatives related to improviog employer outreach and services, laborpool - © "+ |
-expansion; capacity building, andprovidingsuppmtoagrowmgnetwoﬂ:ofwm partners whose priorities .
- Anclude: - expansion of a new disabilities consortium and its ingreased service to persons with disabilities-
partlculu'lyonryomh expansion of our Huiana and Going Home initiatives to serve more students and ex- -
offmdenonumte-widelwel,mddmlopsnppmpmpnmstomeomlomlwoﬂcﬁmemdeconomic

dwaopmcnt need:

% R Iurge this oammittec to pHss SB 2549 as ﬂns appmpﬂnt:on wﬂl provlde Iong»term wml and ecoa;wmlc
a2 baneﬁts to support Hawaii County's wo:kfom mm:ﬂm e : o,

Co Smumly.

- Iréhe A. Nagao
Business-Bducation Partnership
Coordinator .

'P.0. Box 5089, Hilo, Hi 96720
(Tel: 987-8262)
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GOING HOME

4 Hawai'i County’s ex-offender re-integration program

COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS
Senator Donna Mercado Kim, Chair
Senator Shan S. Tsutsui, Vice Chair
Tuesday February 23, 2010
10:10am
Conference Room 211
State Capitol

3 415 South Beretania Street

| work with the Going Home Conaortlum a cornrnunlty baaed collaboratlon ﬂ':at assjsts
Hawaii Island men and women réleasad from correctional institutions with reintegration
into community life through employmient, training and appropriate supportive services.
The significance of Going Home s that withdut effective supports in the community,
offenders are highly likely to commit new crimes. This créates new victims, strains an
already overburtened criminal justics system, and hurts family and loved ones.

| ask for your support for SB 2549 as it pertains to Hawaii County. This bill would
provide funding for several programs gn Hﬁv&ili Island related to employment aecurity
including the unique and successfiil Going Horme consortium.

The Department of Labor and ali m\tolved with the Hawali Island WIB efforts are justly
proud of the Initiatives that this Resd Att funding enabled in the past, such as Going
Home, Huiana, ul.l‘r |§I arfd-wide:. m%ﬁ; gbl aﬁ]ﬂbht lntemahlp program; and an initiative
to directly serve and sl n"" en Haiali County's work places through our business
center and?bminégd” ervices ré'breéé fﬁ" [‘iiy

We in Hawali County are ask]ng the Stat alatura to appropriate another $2,000,000
from thqaalfqﬁa?ﬁl funds 't énable Us’ tg“ge’ng \initiatives relaiéd* to improving
employer outreagh and servicss, labor pb’ol aipénslan capacity building, and pmwdmg
support to a growing natwoﬂf of WIB' p’armaiu whoéo priorities include: expansion of a
new disabilities consoftium and its increased services to persons with disabilities—
particularly our youth; expansion of our Huiana gnd Going Home initiatives to serve
more students and ex-offenders on a stéte-wide level; and develop support programs to
serve our local workforce and economic development needs.

Supporting Hawaii County’s workforce initiatives through this appropriation will provide
long-term social and economic benefits. Therefore, | urge the committee to pass SB

2549,

Bandra Sakaéuchi d

Going Home Coordinator
230 Kekuanaoa Ave, Box 4, Hilo, Hl 96720

Telephone: (808) 640-7087
Email: s.sakaguchi@yahoo,.com
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COl\/ﬂ\ﬂTTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS !
Senator Donna Mercado Kim, Chair [
Senator Shan S. Tsutsui, Vice Chair ;
Tuesday February 23, 2010
10:10am

| Conference Room 211

'| State Capitol

415 South Beretania Street

Re:  Testimony In Support of S.8. 2649 ~ Rolgﬂno to Employment Security

Goodwill Industries of Hawau staff on 1ha Big Ialand of Hawaii has been actlve with the Going Home
initiative. We have seen the difference this consortium has made in the lives of people transitioning
.back Into the community: and the resultlng roordwlsm rate reducttona that oceur when a natwork of

suppons is ahgaged

As such, Goodwﬂl Industrles of Hawaii Inc ( Goodwﬂl") submlts this testlmony In support of Senate Bill "y

2549, We ask for your suppoit for 8B 2549 as It pertains to Hawali County. This bill would. provide
.fundmg for several programs on Hawalii Island related to employment security, lnoluding the unique and -

“ successful Gomg Home gonsortium. The significance of Going Home Is that without effective supports

in the community, offeriders are highly likely to commit new crimes. This ¢creates new victims strains s o

an afready overburdened cnmlnal justioe system, and hurts famlly and IOVEd Onas . :

: The Dopartmant of Labor and al[ involved wlth 'lhe Hawan Island WIB eﬁoﬂs are }ustiy proud of the
Initiatives that this Reed Act funding h_nébfed m ‘the past, suth as Going Home, Huiana, our island-wide
. ‘high school student internship prograri; and initiatives to d weotly serve and strengthen Hawau County s
work plaoes through our husmess canter ar(d buainess sarwoos raprasentanves Fop

Goodwul[ lndustrles of Hawall la askqng tha Stata Iegislature to appropriate another §2, 000, 000 from

+ihese federal funds to enable us to dovelop Inlﬁatwes related to Improving employer outreach and

services, labor pool expansion, capacity building, and providing support to a growing network of WIB

+ partners whose priorities Include: expansion of & new disabllities consortium and its increased services

“to. persons with disablllt:es—pamoularly our youth expansion of our Huiana and Going Home initiatives -

- to seive rmore students and ex-offenders oni a state-wide level; and dovelop support programs to Serve .t

tmr Iocai workforce and ‘économic deveiopmsnt noeds

Supporhng Hawaii: County s workforce In1taat|ves through ihls appropriation will prowde Iong-ierm socual
{25 and econoric banof' ts.- Tharafona- we.urge the commntteo to pass SB 2549. - o KAl S

i .Thank you fog this oppor_tunity to prowoe tosttmo_ny ',on this maﬁer,_ '

e the wil - Goodwill works ===
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Senator Donna Mercado Kim, Chalr
Senate Ways and Means Committee
Support of SB 2549 SD1

Dear Chalr KIm and Committee Mambers:

My name is Ruth C. Forbes and | am the Offender Services Supervisor at the
Hawall Community Correctional Center. | am currently involved with the
HIWEDO/Going Home Consortium and serve as the Chairperson for the START
(Successful Transitions And Re-Entry Together) committee. In addition, | am
also a member of ather Going Home committees that provide support for
incarcerated indlviduals,

| ask for your support for SB 2549 SD1 as it pertains to Hawail County. This bill
would provide funding for several programs on Hawaii Island related to
employment security, including the unique and successful Going Home
consortium. The significance of Going Home is that without effective supports in
the community, offenders are highly likely to commit new crimes, This creates
new victims, strains an already overburdened criminal justice system, and hurts
family and loved ones.

The Department of Labor and all involved with the Hawaii Island WIB efforts are
justly proud of the initiatives that this Reed Act funding enabled in the past, such
as Going Home, Hulana, our igland-wide high school student internship program;
and Initiatives to directly serve and strengthen Hawaii Caunty’s work places
through our business center and business services representatives,

We In Hawaii County are asking the State legislature to appropriate another
$2,000,000 from these federal funds to enable us to develop initiatives related to
improving employer outreach and services, labor pool expansion, capacity
bullding, and providing support to a growing network of WIB partners whose
priorities include: expansion of a new disabilitles consortlum and its increased
services to psrsons with disabilities—particularly our youth; expansion of our
Huiana and Going Home Initiatives to serve more students and ex-offenders on a
state-wide level; and develop support programs to serve our local workforce and
economic development needs.

Supporting Hawaii County's workforce Initiatives through thie appropriation will
provide long-term soclal and economic benefits. Therefore, | urge the committee
to pass SB 2549 SD1.

Ruth C. Forbes, Offender Services Supen:lsor%‘/
Hawail Community Correctional Cénter
60 Punahele Street, Hilo, HI 85720 / Telephone: 981-7282
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. I am wntmg on bchalf of support for SB 2549, a bill that would provlde funding for several programs on
- Hawaii Island including the unique and successful Going Home consortium and Huiana Internship
-program for youth, Huiana screens and recruits student initerested in work-based leatning experiences and
‘places them in meaningful and substantive internships. Huiana has placed over, 160 high school students
“in internships within the last year. The purpose is to provide the studerits with work-readiness and job

« training, to help them find career direction, and to open their eyes to the many opportunities on-island for

_ possible long-term, future employment. -All this is accomplished with a very tight partnership between
the many vested organizations. Funding through SB 2549 will be critical for the continued grcrwth and

A expmslon of this program wnh the po‘bentml to bc serve each high school in Hawah County

: "I'he Depa:tment of Labor and all mvolvcd w1th the Hawau Islend WIB efforts are justly. pmud of the
~initiatives that this money enabled, such &s Going Home, our prison-to-community reentry initiative;
~ Huiana, our island-wide high school student internship program; and an injtiative to dzrecr.ly serve and :
strengthen Hawaii County’s work places through our busmm center and busm&ss services .
‘ rep:esmtnhves ot _ _ o *

Sl -We mHamn County are askxng thc State legxslature to. appmprlatc another $2,000,000 from these fedeml
*funds 1o-enable us to continue initiatives related to improving employer outreach and services, labor fom :
. pool expansion; ¢apacity buﬂdmg, -and providing support fo a growing network of WIB partners whose -
. priorities include: expansion of 8 new disabilities consortium and its increased services tp persons with
- disabilities—particularly our youth; expand our Huiana and Going Home initiatives to serve more
© . $tudents and ex-offenders on & state-wide level; and develop support progiais to serve our local
b Iworkforce and economic dewlopment needs. - _

Supptprting Hawn.h County’s workfoma initiatives through this appropriaﬁon will pro\ude long-
socxal and economm beneﬁts ‘Ihcrefore 1 m-ge the cdmmjftec to pass SB 2549. P

T "_—Nﬁké ‘Gleason
Board Chair
Hawau Island Workforce Investment Board
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230 KEKUANADA AVENUE . HILO, HI 96720
(808) 935.3699 PHONE . (808) 935-3884 FAX
k INFO@HIWEDO.ORG

HAWAIL ISLAND WORKFORCE & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OHANA

COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS
Senator Donna Mercado Kim, Chair
Senator Shan S. Tsulsui, Vice Chalr

DATE: Tuesday February 23, 2010
TIME: 10:10am
PLACE: Conference Room 211
State Capitol
415 South Beretania Street

RE: SB2549 SD1
Chair Kim, Vice Chair Tsutsui, Members of the Committee;

My name (s Jessica P.K Yamamoto and | serve as the Executive Director of the Hawaii Island Workforce & Economic
Development Ohana, a non-profit established in Hawaii County by the Workforce Investment Board(WIB). Our
mission parallels that of the WIB, and we are integrally involved with efforts to develop a comprehensive workforce
development system for the County. | am writing in support of SB2549, which appropriates Reed Act monies to the
four county Workforce Investment Boards. | ask for your support to SB2549 as it pertains to Hawalii County.

The Department of Labor and all involved with the Hawali Isfand WIB efforts, are justly proud of the initiatives that this
money enabled, such as Going Home, our prison-to-community reentry initiative; Huiana, our island-wide high school
student internship program; and an initiative to directly serve and strengthen Hawail County's work places through
our business center and business services representatives.

We in Hawali Cdunty are asking the State legislature to appropriate another $2,000,000 from these federal funds to
enable us to continue initiatives related to improving employer outreach and services, labor force peol expansion,
capacity building, and providing support to a growing network of WIB partners whoss priorities include:

» The Hawall Island Health Care Alliance (HIHA) which is working o recruit and retain health care
professionals to address a critical shortage on the Big Island.

e The Going Home, Huiana, Workforce Solutions and Veterans programs among others will support the local
workforce through mentoring opportunities,

¢ The Going Home system that provides a full range of supportive programs, occupational skills training and
certification programs to prepare incarcerated and formerly incarcerated individuals for successful re-entry
into the community and the workforce.

» The business-to-business support the Hawaii Island Workforce & Economic Development Ohana supports
to encourage S.T.E.M. and Green practices.

* The newly established Business Resource Centers that support startup businesses In tandem with the
Small Business Development Center as part of a micro-business incubator program.

¢  The development of an entity that will incorporate emerging initiatives in an Economic & Workforce
Development Connections program to support workforce initiatives.

» The Caraesr Connections for Youth program that provides an "education to careers” pathway for all youth 16-
24 by facilitating internship and mentoring opporiunities and a Youth Business and Innovation Center.

Supporting Hawaii County's workforce initiatives through this appropriation will provide long-term soclal and
economic benefits for our communities. Therefore, | urge the committee to pass SB2549.

Mahalo,

Jessica Yamamoto, Executive Director
Hawail Island Workforce & Economic Development Ohana, Inc.
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COIVIMI'ITEE ON WAYS AND MEANS
Senator Donna Mercado Kim, Chair
Senator Shan S. Tsutsui, Vice Chair
Tuesday February 23, 2010

10:10am -

Conference Room 211

State Capitol

415 South Beretania Street

I am writing on behalf of support for SB 2549, = bill that would provide funding for several programs on
Hawaii Island including the unique and successful Going Home consortium and Huiana Internship
program for youth. Huiana screens and recryits student interegted in work-based learning experiences and
places them in meeningful and substantive internships. Huiana has placed over 160 high school students
in internships within the last year. The purpose is to provide the students with work-readiness and job
training, to help them find career direction, and to open their eyes to the many opportunities on-island for
possible Jong-term, future employment. All this is eccomplished with a very tight partnership between
the many vested organizations. Punding through SB 2549 will be critical for the continued growth and
expansion of this program with the potential to serve each high school in Hawaii County.

The Department of Labor and all involved with the Hawaii Island WIB efforts are justly proud of the
initiatives that this money enabled, such as Going Home, our prison-to-community reentry initiative;
Huiana, our island-wide high school student internship program; and an initiative to directly serve and
strengthen Hawaii County’s work places through our business center and business services

representatives.

We in Hawaii County are asking the State legisiature to appropriate another $2,000,000 from these
federal funds to enable us to continue initiatives related to improving employer outreach and services,
labor force pool expansion, capacity building, and providing support to a growing network of WIB
partners whose priorities include: expansion of a new disabilities consortium and its increased services to
persons with disabilities—particularly our youth; expand our Huiane and Going Home initiatives to serve
more students and ex-offenders on a state-wide level; and develop support programs to serve our local
workforce and economic development needs.

Supporting Hawaii County’s workforce initiatives through this appropriation will provide long-term
social and economic benefits. Therefore, I urge the committee to pass SB 2549.

égr/m- Kﬁjn?’

Technical Operations Manager
Oceanic Time Wamer Cable ~ Hawai’j County

A Division of Time Warner Entertainment Company, L.P,
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COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS
Senator Donna Mercado Kim, Chair
Senator Shan 8. Tsutsui, Vice Chair
Tuesday February 23, 2010

10:10am

Conference Room 211

State Capitol

415 South Beretania Street

I am writing on behalf of support for SB 2549, a bill that would provide funding for several programs on
Hawaii Island including the unigue and successful Going Home consortium and Huiana loternship
program for youth. Huiana screens and recruits student interested in work-based learning experiences and
places them in meaningfull and substantive internships. Huiana has placed over 160 high school students
in internships within the last year. The purpose is to provide the students with work-readiness and job
training, to help them find career direction, and to open their eyes to the many opportunities on-island for
possible long-term, future employment. All this is accomplished with a very tight partnership between
the many vested organizations. Funding through SB 2549 will be critical for the continued growth and
expansion of this program with the potential to be serve each high school in Hawaii-County.

The Department of Labor and all involved with the Hawaii [sland WIB efforts are justly proud of the
initiatives that this money enabled, such as Going Home, our prison-to-community reentry initiative;
Huiana, our island-wide high school student internship program; and an initiative to directly serve and
strengthen Hawali County’s work places through our business center and business services

representatives,

We in Hawaii County are asking the State legislature to appropriate another $2,000,000 from these federal
funds to enable us to continue initiatives related to improving employer outreach and services, labor force
pool expansion, capacity building, and providing support to a growing nstwork of WIB partners whose
priorities include: expansion of a new disabilities consortium and its increased services to persons with
disabilities—particularly our youth; expand our Huiana and Going Home initiatives to serve more
students-and ex-offenders on a state-wide level; and develop support programs to serve our local
workforce and economic development needs.

Supporting Hawaii County’s workforee initiatives through this appropriation will provide long-tenm
social and economic benefits. Therefore, | urge the committee to pass SB 2549,

Sicerely yours,

Km@Um%Pﬁ

QOutreach Scientist

Subayu Telescope
National Astronomical Observatory of Japan
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Waiakea High School Senior Project

165 W. Kawiii Street
Hilo, HI 86720
Phone (808)974-4888 Fax (808)874-4880

COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS
Senator Donna Mercado Kim, Chair
Senator Shan S. Tsutsui, Vice Chair
Tuesday February 23, 2010

10:10am

| Conference Room 211

" State Capitol .
415 South Beretania Street —_————

Iammungonbehnlfofsupportfor SB 2549, a bill that would provide funding for several programs on
Hawaii Island including the unique and successful Going Home consortium and Huiana Internship
program for youth. Huiana screens and recruits student interested in work-based learning experiences
and places them in meaningful and substantive internships. Huiana has placed over 160 high school
students in internships within the last year. The purpose is to provide the students with work-readiness
and job training, to help them find career direction, and to open their eyes to the many opportunities on-
island for possible long-term, future employment. All this is accomplished with a very tight partnership
between the many vested organizations. Punding through SB 2549 will be critical for the continued
growth and expansion of this program with the potential to serve each high school in Hawaii County.

The Department of Labor and all involved with the Hawaii Island WIB efforts are justly proud of the
initiatives that this money enabled, such as Going Home, our prison-to-community reentry initiative;
Huiena, our island-wide high school student internship program; and an initiative to directly serve and
strengthen Hawaii County’s work places through our business center and business services
representatives,

We in Hawaii County are asking the State legislature to appropriate another $2,000,000 from these federal
funds to enable us to continue initiatives related to improving employer outreach and services, labor force
pool expansion, capacity building, and providing support to a growing network of WIB partners whose
priorities include: expansion of a new disabilities consortium and its increased services to persons with
disabilities—particularly our youth; expand our Huiana and Going Home initiatives to serve more
students and ex-offenders on a state-wide level; and develop support programs to serve our local
workforce and economic development needs.

Supporting Hawaii County’s workforce initiatives through this appropriation will providc long-term
social, education, and economic benefits. Therefore, 1 urge the committee to pass SB 2549,

O

Nanette Manelos Bishop

Waiakea High School

Senior Project/PTP/Huiana Coordinator
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| COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS
Senator Donna Mercado Kim, Chair
Senator Shan S. Tsutsui, Vice:Chair
Tuesday February 23 2010
10:10am -

! Conference Room 21 i

f State Capitol ;

| 415 South Beretania Street |

1 am writing on behalf of support for SB 2549, a bill that would provide funding for several
programs on Hawaii Island including the unique and successful Going Home consortium and Huiana
Internship program for youth. Huiana screens and recruits student interested in work-based learning
experiences and places them in meaningful and substantive internships. Huiana has placed over 160 high
school students in internships within the last year. The purpose is to provide the students with work-
readiness and job training, to help them find career direction, and to open their eyes to the many
opportunities on-island for possible long-term, future employment. All this is accomplished with a very
tight partnership between the many vested organizations. Funding through SB 2549 will be critical for
the continued growth and expansion of this program with the potential to be serve each high school in
Hawaii County,

The Department of Labor end all involved with the Hawaii Island WIB efforts are justly proud of
the initiatives that this money enabled, such as Going Home, our prison-to-community reentry initiative;
Huiana, our island-wide high school student internship program; and an initiative to directly serve and
strengthen Hawaii County's work places through our business center and business services
repregentatives.

We in Hawaii County are asking the State legislature to appropriate another $2,000,000 from
these federal funds to enable us to continue initiatives related to improving employer outreach and
services, labor force pool expansion, capacity building, and providing support to a growing network of
WIB partners whose priorities include: expansion of a new disabilities consortium and its increased
services to persons with disabilities—particularly our youth; expand our Huiana and Going Home
initiatives to serve more students and ex-offenders on a state-wide level; and develop support programs to
serve our local workforce and economic development needs. Supporting Hawaii County’s workforce
initiatives through this appropriation will provide long-term social and economic benefits. Therefore, I
urge the committee to pass SB 2549.

Please call me at 966-9325 if you have any questions concerning the above.

Sincerely,

[ LA

imo Lee,
Director of Development
W.H. Shipman, Ltd.

16-523 Keaau-Pahoz Road Keaau, HI 86749
tel.: 808.866.9325 + fax: 808.966.8522
www.whshipman.com
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M}' pame is Pat Q Public and T am writing in w of SB2549, which appropriates Reed Act
monies to the four county Workforce Investment Boards. I ask for your support to SB2549 as it
pertains to Hawaii County. This bill would appropriate funds to improve employer outreach and
services, labor pool expansion, capacity building and the operation of one-stop career centers within

each county.

Providing an infusion of Reed Act funding to the Big Island can support the following among other
initiatives:

The Hawaii Island Health Care Alliance (HIHA) which is working to recruit and retain health
care professionals to address a critical shortage on the Big Island. -

The Going Home, Huiana, Workforce Solutions and Veterans programs among others will
support the local workforce throtigh mentoring opportunities.

The Going Home system that provides a full range of supportive programs, occupational skills
training and certification programs to prepare incarcerated and formerly incarcerated
individuals for suceessful re-entry info the community and the workforce.

The business-to=business support the‘Hawaii Island Workforce & Economic Development
Ohana supports to encourage S.T.E.M. and Green practices.

The newly established Business Resource Centers that support startup businesses in tandem
with the Small Business Devolopmnnt Center as part of a micro-business incubator program.
The development of an entity that will incorporate emerging initiatives in an Economic &
Workforce Development Connections program to support workforce initiatives.

The Career Connections for Youth program that provides an “education to careers” pathway for
all youth 16-24 by facilitating internship and mentoring opportunities and a Youth Business
and Innovation Center,

Supporting Hawaii County's workforce initiatives through this appropriation will provide long-term social
and economic benefits for our communities. Therefore, I urge the committee to pass SB2549,

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Pat Q. Public
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Chair Kim. Vice Chair Tsutsui and Members of the Committee;

[ support the passage of Senate Bill 2549, SD 1, Relating to Employment Security. This
bill appropriates funds to the various county workforce investment boards to improve
employer outreach and services, labor pool expansion, capacity building and operation of
one stop career centers within each county.

My testimony is focused on the activity of the Workforce Investment Board in the
County of Hawaii. After retiring from a career with the Department of Public Safety, I
have been privileged to be involved with a dynamic consortium of public agencies,
private agencies, and individual citizens called the Going Home Consortium. Going
Home seeks to insure that needed services are available to the criminal offender who is in
the community after finishing a term of incarceration. This helps the community, as the
offender becomes a productive, law-abiding citizen; the correctional system, as it can
relieve prison overcrowding in the long run; and the individual offenders and their
families.

Among other things, the County of Hawaii WIB has supported the efforts of the Going
Home Committee. Because of this support, Going Home partners have been able to help
offenders in the community find employment, which is among the most critical services
needed by offenders making the transition from secure incarceration to life in the free
world. Without gainful employment, the offender is not likely to succeed in the
community. With the support of the County of Hawaii WIB, the Going Home partners
have developed some truly innovative and effective programs to help offenders prepare
for, secure, and retain meaningful jobs. In fact, Going Home has become a model for
collaboration that needs to be replicated throughout Hawaii. SB 2549 will enable Going
Home to continue its current efforts and perhaps develop even more creative approaches
to help the criminal offender.

[ urge you to pass SB 2549, SD | and appropriate the funds that are needed now more
than ever.

Thank you.

Ted I. Sakai and Associates
47-571 Ahuimanu Read
Kaneohe, Hawaii 96744
Ph: 808-722-3111 e-mail: sakait005@hawaii.rr.com



