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STATE OF HAWAII
WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS
830 PUNCHBOWL STREET, ROOM 417

HONOLULU, HAWAII 96813
W'MV.hawaJi.gov/labor/wdc

Phone: (808) 586-8670 I Fax: (808) 586-8674
Emall: dlir.workforce.councl[@hawaii.gov

March 29, 2010

Representative Marcus Oshiro, Chair
and Members of the House Committee on Finance

March 29, 2010
6:00p.m.
Conference Room 308

James Hardway, Executive Director
Workforce Development Council

RE: SB 2549 SDI - Relating to Employment Security

GREGG YAMANAKA
CHAIR

JAMES P. HARDWAY
EXECUTIVE DIRECTDR

The Workforce Development Council ("WOC") is not in support of any further draw-down
of the Unemployment Trust Fund ("UI Trust Fund") due to the current economic and
unemployment situation. Given the uncertainty ofwhat effect the drawdown would have on the
ill Trust Fund and subsequent employer taxes, the WOC cannot support the appropriation of
further Reed Act funds from the ill Trust

However, the WOC supports the intent ofS.B. 2549 SOl, and any effort, which would provide
additional funding to the four county local workforce investment boards. Additional funding for
programs that assist jobseekers and employers strengthen Hawaii's overall workforce
development system. The public can view the current progress of county programs curreutly
funded by previously appropriated Reed Act funds on the WOC website at:
http://hawaii.gov/labor/wdc/wdc-links/local-area-workforce-investment-boards-lwibs

The WOC is a private-sector led body responsible for advising the Governor and Legislature on
workforce development to support economic development and employment opportunities for all.
The WOC is also the State Workforce Investment Board for purposes of the federal Workforce
Investment Act ("WIA") of 1998. The WOC assists the Governor and Legislature in developing
and updating comprehensive five-year strategic workforce investment plans and oversees
workforce (public) investment activities in the state

Thank you for this opportunity to comment.
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Thank you for the opportunity to submit t!l!ltlniony In support of Senate Bill No. 2549.
Relating to Employment Security, which appropriates Reed Act monies to Hawai'l
County's WorXforce Investment'Soard. .

The County' of Hawal'i Workfor~ Ir!Vestment Soard hall8upported the efforts of the
unique and successful Goil)g HQ-'~~ CQl')s.orti.um, a prison-tD-communlty reentry initiative;
and .has suppatt'-Q'the Hliliih li'iteHiiiJlii:{~i'og'tam, awork-based learning experience
that places stu'denfll in meaningful and s'ub'Stantlve internship experiences. This

" program also s~ngthens our work places through the business center arid business
service representatives. .

We are asking the state Legislature to appropriate another $2,000,000 from these
federal funds so that our Initiatives can continue and new Ideas can be developed by
the W1B partners. The board priorities Include supporting the following initiatlve\l:. .

• The Hawal'j Health Ca~ Alliance (HfHA) - This partnership is designed to recruit
and retain health care professionals to address the critical shortage of health
care professIonals on Hawal'! Island.

• Business Incubator (Micro Biz Initiative) - Under this initiative, the newiy
established Business Resource Centers wlII provide technical support to selected
startup businesses In partnership with the Small Business Development Center
and major business organizations.

"

•
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,.. ECCiii~mlc a~d WOrkrQ~~:tievetoJj1!'!e.!1t~rli1ectlons ",:,ThIS effort would, create a
fQrrpan~ed "lJ~wtO:'8Upport'.n,(j ad,vance einetging InltlaflVesln area~ such ~s
bealth, ~l1iir'gy'Coriser.v~tlQf), "green llidustry".an'd ~str9nomy.,:, ," ,'; "

• C;:lll!ei' GCirlli~ctlons' forYquth'~This Will offer an 'educatio~~to~~reers" p.~thway
,fC!r'youth ft'on'l,16 to 24,yea~olq t~'lricluqe internships and meritotfng 1"llIatlves,

, ' ilOd would also'establlsh a Youth Business and'innovatlon'Center to 'advocate for
" eiltrepr~n.u~ii~lp.' ' , , ' ,,"

Jn stimmary, i;~~~gIH!JPport sa 2549. This appropriation will'provide long-tenri social
and eCQnomlc benefits for,out 'community through workfOrce initiatives, and rurge the
~ornin!tte~ ~,~p.iirQ:v,e')fll~ bin. ' ,', '

• I .. ; .' '. ": .\ .'

lhilil'k you'f~r yti~~ eOn.idetjition,. .... ,'.

Aloha,
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William P. Kenai
Mayor

Michael Gleason
Chairman

Wayne Higaki
pI Vice.Chairman

KimoLee
]"'1 Vice Chairman

~ount!' of ~atuat' t
WORKFORCE INVESTMENT BOARD

50 Wailuku Drive. Bilo, Hawai'i 96720-2484
vm (808) 961-8379. FAX (808) 961-8685

March 29,2010

The Honorable Marcus R. Oshiro, Chair
The Honorable Marilyn B. Lee, Vice Chair
Members of the Committee on Finance

Twenty-Fifth Legislature
Regular Session of 2010

SUBJECT: SENATE BILL 2549 (501) RELATING TO EMPLOYMENT SECURITY
HEARING DATE: MONDAY, MARCH 29, 2010
TIME: 6:00pm
CONFERENCE ROOM: 308

As chair of the Workforce Investment Board I submit this testimony in support of HB 2549.
The Workforce Investment Board is interested in projects to develop our Hawai'i County

Workforce and better prepare unemployed and underemployed workers for future jobs.
The workforce development system, led by business, supports workforce and economic
development.

We are asking that this Legislature appropriate federal Reed Act funds for Hawai'i County
initiatives. Previously developed initiatives will continue and new ideas can be developed
by the WIB partners. Initiatives responsive to the Hawai'i Health Care Crisis to recruit and
retain health care providers, business incubator to support entrepreneurial development,
S.TEM. and Green initiatives to leverage ARRA funding are developed.

Attached is an outline of projects identified as needs in our local area.

Any assistance you can give us will be appreciated and, we believe, the funds will be
effectively used for the benefit of the community.

Respectfully submitted

Michael Gleason, Chair

5059wkmn
"HAWArJ COUNTY IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY PROVIDER AND EMPLOYER"
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COMMITTEE ONFINANCE
Rep. Marcus R. Oshiro, Chair
Rep. Marilyn B. Lee, Vice Chair
DATE: Monday, March 29,2010
TIME: 6:00P.M.
PLACE: Conference Room 308

State Capitol
415 South Beretania Street

I am writing on behalfofsupport for SB 2549, a bill that would provide funding for several programs on
Hawaii Island including the wlique and successful Going Home consortium and Buiana Internship
program for youth. Huiana screens and recruits student.interested in work-based learning experiences and

.! places them in meaningful and substantive internships. Huiana has placed over 1"60 high school students
in intemships within the last year. The purpose is to provide the students with work-readiness and job
training, to help them fmd career direction, and to open their eyes to the many opportunities on-island for
possible long-terAn, future employltlCllt. All this is ~.omplished with a very tight.partnership between
the many vested organizations. Funding through SB 2549 will be critical fOl: the continued growth and
expansion of this program with the potential to be serve each higb scbool in Hawaii·County,

The DeparttllCllt ofLabaT and all involved with the Hawaii Island WID efforts are justly proud of1be
initiatives that this nloney enabled, sucb as Going Home, our prison-to-community reentry initiative;
Huiana, our island-wide high schoolstudent internship program; and all initiative to directly serve and
strengthen ~awaii County's work places through our business center and business services
representatives.

.. We in Hawaii County are asking the State legislature to appropriate another $2,000,000 from these federal
fllDds to eJlable us to continue initiatives related to improving employer outreach and services, labor force
pool expansion, capacity building, SlId providing suppon to a growing network ofWIB partners whose
priorities include: expansion ofa new disabilities consortium and its increased services to persons with
disabilities--pal'ticularly our youth; expand our Huiana aud Goillg Home initiatives to serve more
students·and ex-offenders on a state-wide level; and develop support prograllls to serve our local
workforce and ecouolllic development needs.

Supporting Hawaii County's workforce initiatives through this aj1propriation will provide long-1enn
social and economic benefits. l1lerefore, I urge the cOJluoittee to pass SB 2549.

Sincerely yours,

'tL 11-
Kumiko s.us~~
Outl:each Scientist
Subllm Telescope
National Astronomical Observatory ofJapan
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I COMMl'l"'lEB ON FINANCB
I Rep. MarcusR. oihiro, Chair
I Rep. Marilyn B. Lee, VICe Chair

'

I DATE: Monday,Mmh 19. 1010
I TIME: 6:00 P.M.
I PLACB: Confmnce Room 308

I State Capitol
41S SouthBaetaDla Street

My narrie Is Jessica P.K Yemamoto and I serve as the Executive DiT8ctor ofille Hawai Island Workforce &Economic
Development Ohane, anon-protlt established in Hawaii County by \he Workforce Investment Board(WlB). Our
mission parallels that of the WIB, and we are Integrally Involved with efforts to develop aGOlllprellenslve WllIIdoroe
development system for tha County. I am wrlIlng in support of SB2549, which appropriates Reed Act monies to the
four county WOIkforce Investment Boards. I ask for yoursupport to S82549 as It pertains to HawaII County.

The Department of Labor and aD Involved with the Hawallsland WlB efforls. 8Ill juslly proud of the initiatives thai this
money enabled, sUch as GoI~ Home, our pl'isOn-lo-almmunlly reentry Inltfatlve; Huiana. our Island-wide high school
student Intemshlp program; and an Initiative 10 dlleclly serve and strengthen Hawaii County's wor1< places through
our business center and business services representatives.

We In Hawaii cMty are aski1g the State 'Ieglslature to eppropriate another $2,000,000 from these federal funds to
enable lIS to continue lnitlalMls related to improving employer outreach end services, labor force pool expansion,
capacity buIkIl~, and providing support to agrowing network of WIB partners whose prloritias include:

• The Hawaii Island Health care AllIance (HIHA) whlch Is working to recruit end retain health cara
professionals to address acrlUcal shortage on the Big Island.

• The Gofng Home, Hulana,.Workforee Solutions and Veterans programs among others will support the local
workforee through mentorlng opportunllies.

• The GoIng Home system that provides afutl range ofsupportive programs. occupational skills training and
ClIrtllicatlon programs to prepale Incarcerated and fonnertyincarceral8d individuals forsUCC8&sful re-entry
Into the community and !he workforce.

• The buslness-lo-buslness support the HaweH Island WOIkforce &Economlc Development Chana 8Upports
to encourage S.T.E.M. and Green pracllces.

• The newly eatabDshed BusIness Resource Centers that support slartup businesses In tandem with the
Small Busl/l88S Dev.e1opment Center as part of arnicro-buslness incubator program.

• The development of an entity that willlncorporal8 emellling initiatives in an Economic &Workforce
Development Connections program to support workfOrce initiatives. .

•. The Career Connections for Youth program that provides lIII 'education to careers' pathway for ell youth 16-
24 by facUltaUng Internship and mentoring opportunities and aYoulh Business and InnovatiOn Center.

SUpporting Hawaii County's workforce initiatives through this appropllallon wli provlde long-term social and
economic benefllll forourcommunities. Therefore, I urge the convnillee 10 pass SB2549.

Mahalo,

Jasslca Yamamoto. executive Director
HawaD Island Woridoice &Economic Development Ohana, Inc..

1
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My name is Ruth C, Forbes and I am the Offender Services Supervisor at the
HawaD Comm~nlty COlT8otlonal Center. I am currently involved with the
HIWEDO/Goi.ng H0m.e Consortium and serve as the Chairperson for the START
(SuCCtl88ful fra~/tlons And R~entry Together) committee. In addition. I am
aleo a member i;tf c!th.er Going Harne committees that provide support for
incarcerated indlvldu.I~.

I ask for your support fo~ sa 2549 SD1 as It pe~'n8 to Hawaii.COl,lnty. This bill
would prav~e .flj~~IJ:1g:for ~everal.:p'rosnim8 on Hawaii 18Ianq·rela~ to
employment~riW .. !p'~u~ln9 1M IInlquCl ~!ld· aU~I:GoIJig Homlll
consortiuin. The.•.lgrii1ld:8i'ii:ti·of ~o,ilg Hom..J. that WithOLl.t effeQtiva &!.Ipport& in
the communlty;·o~J:id,- ... :~t.:.~isi/'i!y l!ke/y to commit ·new ~niri~~, T~ls creates
new vlctimi·, .~~ ..an already(jiie~un:lfiited CrIinil1iinLi~ce Sys(em, and hurta
family lind 1Ov.ed ~~ea.

The De~rtment (if~orand·all· invalvedwith.the Hawaii .Island W1B. efforts are
justly.~i9ij~: ~.~)~ltlllth,i~~ :t6·.t.'tfi!.'.~~ Act f!jndirig:ei1ablec(I~~e: p~s~ such
liS G.9\ng" ftQIJ\"; .!'I.~rii!"':'8; ~lJn'!~i1~"~~~. ~l9,~ ·lph901. ~e!lf i~.i'riihip program;
an~I'1m.a~.~ ~·~I~~.:I,liIrV, ...~d:streJ'!Gtheil.HaWiiil C~lintY'& wor!t.pl~ce8 .
through·our bU.iii1.iiiI'.'.~r and·bUsi~S· ser:illce.l! te!pi'''ciritiitiveli.

W.I" '1~~i~.;ci~~~~,~f!!.~~~i~~:t~~..~,'egl8'!lN~, to~~pp~~p~~~ a,,¢;her
$2,OOQjpoo·ftqn th_ ~diM.8l.fUn.dsto enabl~·uitoi::te"elop Ifllliativea related to
impicMjjg orllj)JOYBr·biJnich:arid·..~.,,·liitio{pOol6xpilnilicm,·caPacity
bulldlnO:: ·~!'I~·jJt'pVldl;'~.li.upp~rt·tQ ~'·g~Og·'ri:etWo~k· o.tWIB:partners whose
prlorl~ il'lcluae::~p'!1'lon·Cif.a n~w d~ilbl!lt!~J90nsortlli.m and It8In~!t8sed
servl~to·~~~~. 'Wit~. C(~8b.1ll11i;s.:...-p~rtIi;~I~"Iy'O~t.Y6Uth; expansIon of OUr
Huiana and GQlng Home Initiatives to saiVe·mote·ltIiditnts and ex-offenders on a
state wide level; lind:d!iwe/op support pi'oQlllm& to serve our local workforce and
economic development nllllda.

Supporting HlIWliii County's workforce Initiatives through this appropriation will
provide long-term social and economic benefits. Therefore,' urge the committee

. to paIs SB 2549 801.

Ruth C. Forbes, Offender Service8 Supervi8or~
HawaII Community Correctional Center r 0

. 60 Punahele street, Hila, HI 98720 IT&!ephone: 981·7282
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W.H. Ship111an
. LimIted

I' coMMITI'BE ONFINANCE
. Rep. Marcus R. Oshiro,.Chair .

Rep. Marilyn B. Lee, VIce Chal1'
DATE: Monda.y, March 29,2010

i TIME: 6:00 P.M
i PLACE: ConfcrenceRoom 308
I State Capitol
i 415 South Beretania Street
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I am writing on behalfofsupport. for SB 2549, a bill thatwould provide funding for several
progranu; on Hawaii Island including the unique and success1iJ1 Going Home consortium and Huiana
Internship program for youth. Huiana screBIIS and recruits student interested in work-based learning
experiences and places them in meaningful and substantive intemahips. HuilDa has placed over 160 bigh
acbool stndC!Jb in in1emBhipII within the lastyear. The purpose is to provide the studenlll with worlt"
readiness and job tralning. to help them find career direction, and to open their eyes tc the ti\any
opportunities on-island for possible long-tcnn, future employment. All this is &complished with a very
1ightplU'tne:ship~ the many vested organl7.ations. Fundingthrough SB 2S49 will be critical for
the continued growth ind expansion ofthis progwn with the potential tc be serve eacb high school in
Hawaii County.

ThoD~m1me:utofLabor and II!l involved with the Hawaii Island WIB efforts are justly proud of
the initiatives that this money enabled, such as Going Home, our prison-to-oommunity reently initilll:ive;
Hniana, OlD' island-wide high IOhool ~dent intllmship program; and an initilrt1ve to directly serve and
strengthen Hawllii County's work'places through our business centeJ: and businass services
fCl'J'esentativCS. . .

We in Hawaii CC!UDty are asking the State legisla~ to appropriate another $2,000,000 from
these federal funds to 8I1Bble us to continue initiatives related tc improving employer outreach and
services, labor force pool expansion, capacity building, IIlld providing support to a growing netwodc: of
WIB partners w:l1ose priorities include: 1IXp8l1sion ofa new disabilitilll consortiUD1 and ita meraaseli
services to persons with disabiliti_particularljr our youth; expand our Huillia and GoingHome .
initiatives to serve more stude.nts and ex-offenders on a &tate-wide loveI; and devel?p support programs to
SlllVe our local workforce and economic development !leeds. Supporting Hawllii County's wor.kforce
initiatives through this appropriation will prpvide 10ng-terDl sociallllld economic benefits. Tlimefore, I
lIrge the colIUllittee to pass SB 2549.

Please oII!l me at 966-932S ifyou have IIlJ)' questions concerning the above.

Sincerely,

!1J~
Director ofDevelopm8l1t
W.H. Shipman, Ltd.

16-523 Keaau-P.hoa ~oad Keaau, HI9B749
tel.: 808.1166.9325 • fax: 808.966.8522

www.whshipman.com
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.. COMMIT'I'EB ONFINANCE
.' Rep;MamIJ R. oSbiro, CIIair

Rep. Marilyn B. Lee, Vice Chair
Monday, M8rch 29, 2010
6:0;0P.M. .

., CoD1immce Room 308 '
State Capitoi
415 South Berel8Dia SUeet

. My'~~';:';e' is p;'Q~ubli~' ~dI~'~~-_~ ofSB2549, which appropriates Reed Act
monies to the four ~1i:nty Workforce Investment Boards. I ask for jour support to SB2549 as it
pertains to Hawaii C6tmty. This bil,l would appropriate funds to improve employer outreach and
setVices. labor pool~on, capacitY bUilding and the operation ofone-stop CA\'eer centers within
eachcounty.' .

;

Providing an infusion ofR.c:cd Act fbndjng to the Big Island can support the following among other
initiatives: '

• . The~.J;s!!!Q:~.~~t4 9!,ic.,:~I!J?c:e ~) whi,* is working to recruit an~ tetain health
care prO~6i,l,a1s;to. !ld~a:~ iho~ on the BigIslilnd.· ,

• The GoiIig~~ •.iJ:j1jAnk~oM9.#.Soll,ltioDS end V.llDll programs among others will
port the loCi!1,\¥jj~~:~i:igJiuicntoring ortunities.sup .. '...... . ' .' :. :,," '~. ". . opp . .

• The Goitm HQJi1e~8)'steiii tb,[lt p.1QVI~es·a full.range ofsupportive programs, occupational skills
training~cctt;ifi.~tion'i>to~ ~C? .prepare incarcerated·and formerly incarcerated
individuallii fur lii1~t~1:tt.l11to tIie cominUDity and the workforce.

• 'The bU8inoBs~to.business aupP9rtth~Hawali Island-Worlcforce & EC~lnomicDevelopment
Ohana. supports to ~ourageS.t.E.M:'and Green practices. '

• The newly established BlIsi~~,Res~uteeCen1ers that support startup businesses in tandem
with theSp;uill Business ~JoPJ:iient Center as part ofamicro-bus41ess incubator program.

• The development oflin entitY thaiWill incorporate em.ez:ging i!rltiatives in an Economic &
Workforce Development Connections program to support workforce initiatives.

• The Cateer Connections for Y9uth program that provides an "education to careers" pathway for
all youth 16,..24 by :fiJ.cilitating internship and mentorlng opportUDities and a Youth Business
and Innovation Cente:.

SUpportingHawaii County's workforce initiatives through this appropriation will provide long-tonn social
and economic benefits for our communities. Therefore, I urge the conunittec10 pass SB2S49.

Thank you for your time lind consideration.

Pat Q. Public
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. COMMITTEE ONFINANCE
;Rep. Marcus R. Oshiro, chair
IRep. MarilynB. Lee, Vice Chair
!Monday, March 29, 2010
!16:0Q.:r,M .
i! Conference Room 308
. State Capitol
;415 SouthBeretania Street
I

I lIII1 wrifu1g on bcbalfofsupport for SB 2549, a bill that would provide funding for several proglBDlS on
Hawaii Island including the unique and successful Going Home consortium and Huiana Internship
program for youth. Huitma screUIIJ and recruits studerrt interemdin work-based leo/ning experiences
andplaces them in meaningfid and substantive internships. Huiana hasplaced over 160 high school
students in inte77lShips within the last;year. The putposcisto provide the students with work-readiness
.and job traiDing, fX> help them. :find career direction, and to open their eyes to the many opportunities on:
island for possible long-tean. future employment. All this is accomplished with a very tight partnership
between the many vested organiutions. Funding through SB 2549 will be critical for the contimIcd
growth and expansion oftbis program. with the potential to serve each1Iigh school in HaWaii County.

1b.e Department ofLabor and all involved with the Hawaii Island WIB efforts are justly proud ofthe
initiatives tbat this mOney enabled. such lIB Going Home, our prison-to-community reentry initiative;
Huiana, our island-wi!ic high school student internship program; and an initiative to directly sc.rvc and
strengthen Hawaii County's work placcs' through our business center and business services
representatives.

We in Hawaii County ate as!rjng the State legislature to appropriate another $2,000,000 from those federal
fui:lds to enable us to co~ue initiatives related to improving employer outreach and services, labor furce
pool expansion, capacity building, and providing support to a growing nctwoxk ofWIB partners whose
priorities include: expansion ofa new disabilities coDsol'titun and its increased services to persons with
disabilitie:t-particularly our youth; expand our Huiana and Going Home initiatives to serve more
students and ex-offenders on a state--wide level; and develop support programs to serve our local
world'orce and economic development needs. .

. Supporting Hawaii County's workforce initiatives through this appropriation will proVide long-teIm
social, education, and economic benefits. Therefore, I urge the committee to pass SB 2549.

-rc..~"13~ I

Nanette Manelos Bishop
Waiakea High School
Senior ProjectlPTPlHuisna Coordinator
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I am writing on behIlfofaupport for 8.B 2549, a1lill thatwould provide funding for s6IIeIBI progrllDS on
Hawaii Illand lncludlilBtheunique'and me:eelisiiJI'GoingHome consortium and Huiana Jntemship
program fol' youth. Huima s«eelI8 and recn.lita student.illtetested in worlc-based learning expeIi.enceS and
plaee.s them in~ and subalantive iDtcns.bIps. Hullllla has placed over 160 high school students
in.intfolShipe withinthe Iast}'elli.•The p1IIposels to provide the students with worlc-readiness andjob
training, to help1h=.find career d1rediOD, and to open their eyes to the many opportunities on-island for
pouible10ng-ftIm, future employment. All tbis is a«ompllshed witha very tight partnershipbetween
the DIlIIlYVll$ted OlgmizatiOllll. Funding tluough SB 2549 will be critical for the COlltinued growth and
e:x.pansi0ll of1bls·progrBm with the jloterrtiallo _ eachlligh scbool in Hawaii County.

The I>epmm.eat ofLabor mdalllnvolved with theHawaii Isliud WIB efforts arejustly proud ofthe
initiatives 1bBtthis mone:y enabled, 8Ul:has GoingHOllIe, ouf prl&oIl-tD-community reentry initiative;
Huiana, our isJand-wide high IChooI student i,oh:msblp prDgl'IID; and an initiative to diRctly serve and
IItnmgtllllll Hawaii CotmIy's workplaces tblough our business center and business sm'ices
~ves. .

We InHawaii Cowltyare asking the !lUte loglslatllre to appropziate mother S2,Ooo,ooO from these
federal filDdll to _ble us to l'OIItinue initiativc5l'dated to improving employer outrcaeh and IelVices,
labor fm:e pool expansion, capaeity building, and providing support to a growingnetwork ofWIB
pu1llln whose prlorltiea include:~onofanew disabilities cDIISorIium and its inereased seJ'Ylcesto
persons with diubil~artiCIIlarly our youth; expIIId ourHuillJl aod GoingHome initiatives to Se;rYe

more studtlllts and cx:-o:fflll¥llll'll on a ~wide level; and develop support programs to seJ'Ye our IDeal
wor:lcfOlCC and economic: develDplDOllt needs.

SupportiJl&Hawaii County's world"orce initiatives tbrouah this appropria1ion win provide IDng-temi
sooial and economic benefits. Tbcre.fore, I urge the COIIIlJIittee to pass SB 2549.
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GOING HOME
, Hawai'i County's ex-offinder re-integration program

IcoMMl.'I'1t!B ONFlNANCB
iRep_MaI'CDC R Odliro, Chair
IRep. MarilynB. Lee, Vice C1l8irIDAn:: ~Y.MaIch 29. 2010
,TIMB. 6.00P.M.
PLACB: Confmnce Room 308

State capitol
41S South BeIlllBDia Sleet

I work with the Going Home Consortium, a communlly-based collaboration that assists'
Hawaii Island men and women released from correctional institutions with reintegration
into community life through employment, training and appropriate supportive services.
The significance of Going Home is that without effective supports in the community,
offenders are highly likely to commit new crimes. This creates new victims, strains an
already overburdened criminal justice system, and hurts family and loved opes.

I ask for yoLir support for SB 2549, SD1 as. it pertains to Hawaii County. This bill would
provide funding for several programs on Hawaii Island related to employment security,
including the unique and successful Going Home co~ortiu·m.

The Department t?f Labor and all involved with the Hawaii Island WIB efforts are justly
proUd of the initiatives that this Reed Act funding enabled in the past, such as Going
Home, HUfana, our Island-wide high school student internship program; and an initiative
to directly serve and strengthen Hawaii County's work places through ol,lr bU$iness
center and business services representatives.

We in Hawaii County are asking the State legislature to appropriate additional money
from these federal funds to enable us to develop initiatives related to improving
employer outreach and services, labor pool expansion, capacity building, and providing
support to a growing network of W1B partners whose priorities include: expansion of a '
new disabilities consortium and its increased services to persons with disabirJties
particularly our youth; expansion of our HulamiJ and Going Home initiatives to serve
more students and ex-offenders on a state-wide level; and develop support programs to
serve our local workforce and economic development needs.

Supporting Hawaii County's workforce initiatives through this appropriation will prOVide
long-term social and economic benefits. Therefore, I urge the committee to pass S8
2549,SD1.

Sandra Sakaguchi
Going Home Coordinator
230 Kekuanaoa Ave, Box 4, Hllo, HI 96720
Telephone: (808) 640-7967
.Email: s.sakaguchl@yahoo.com
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