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MEDICINE. 

TO THE HONORABLE DAVID Y. IGE, CHAIR, 
AND MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE: 

My name is Dr. Kevin Gibson, member of the Board of Naturopathic Medicine 

("Board"). The Board appreciates the opportunity to present testimony on Senate Bill 

No. 2489, Relating to Naturopathic Medicine. 

The purpose of Senate Bill No. 2489 is to remove the Board's authority to 

establish the education and training requirements for parenteral therapy and the 

standards to administer parenteral therapy; establish examination standards for and to 

require the passage of an examination on minor office procedures; and establish and 

publish a naturopathic formulary. 

The Board has not had the opportunity to meet and establish an official position. 

However, the Board is scheduled to meet on Friday, February 19, 2010 to discuss 

Senate Bill No. 2489. Subsequent to the meeting, the Board will be able to report back 

to you regarding their official position on this bill. 

Although the Board has not yet met to discuss this bill, the Board supported the 

passage of Act 22, special session 2009 (Act 22), which gave the Board the authority to 
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establish requirements for parenteral therapy and minor office procedures and to 

establish and publish a naturopathic formulary. 

Since the enactment of Act 22, the Board has been actively developing and 

drafting the education and training requirements for parenteral therapy; standards for 

parenteral therapy; examination requirements for minor office procedures; and 

standards of practice, care and ethics. The Board has also established and published a 

naturopathic formulary that is consistent with naturopathic medical practice. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on Senate Bill No. 2489. 
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Senator Ige and colleagues, we wish to speak in support of SB 2489 that removes full 

prescriptive authority from Naturopathic Practitioners. The public should be aware that 

the education of Naturopathic Practitioners is quite different from that of Allopathic 

Physicians - for example, as trained at the University of Hawai'i at Manoa, John A. 

Burns School of Medicine. Although Naturopathic Practitioners have a valuable role to 

play on the healthcare team, their classroom education is largely limited to 

undergraduate college-level basic science courses and less than one year of full-time 

clinical exposure. At this point, the Naturopathic trainee is ready to prescribe whatever 

medicines are on the state Naturopathic formulary. 

In contrast, following a college degree that includes many of the courses taught to 

Naturopathic Practitioners, the medical student at the University of Hawai'i at Manoa, 

John A. Burns School of Medicine must subsequently complete two full years of 

graduate level basic science followed by two full years of clinical training in a breadth of 

clinical settings and practice specialties. Following four years of medical school, the 

graduate of the University of Hawai'i at Manoa, John A. Burns School of Medicine must 



complete an additional three to six year residency training program to become licensed 

and boarded in a specialty area such as internal medicine, pediatrics, obstetrics

gynecology, psychiatry, pathology, surgery or family medicine. At that point, the 

Allopathic Physician has full prescribing authority. 

In a recently passed bill, Naturopathic Practitioners were given the ability to prescribe 

not only natural herbal products and vitamins, but also ANY drug that their self

regulated formulary board desired. Antibiotics, cardiac medications, and cancer drugs 

are strong medications for those with such limited training and clinical experience to 

prescribe. It would seem prudent, for the safety of the people of Hawai'i, that the 

legislature either approve a formulary more aligned with the training of these 

practitioners or modify the Naturopathic formulary board to have a balancing 

participation by Allopathic Physicians and Pharmacists to address which medicines 

would be prescribed by Naturopathic Practitioners. 

As someone who has served as a preceptor for Naturopathic trainees in my former 

faculty role in Oregon, I am very aware of the practice strengths and limitations of these 

allies in healthcare delivery. It is hoped that we can thoughtfully define a formulary that 

permits the safe practice of Naturopathic Practitioners in Hawai'i. 
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Wednesday, February 3, 2010, 3:00 p.m" Conference Room 016 

To: Senate Committee on Health 
Senator David Y. Ige, Chair 
Senator Josh Green, M.D., Vice Chair 

From: Hawaii Medical Association 
Gary A. Okamoto, MD. Legislative Co-Chair 
Linda Rasmussen, MD, Legislative Co-Chair 
April Donahue, Executive Director 
Lauren Zirbel, Government Affairs 
Dick Botti, Government Affairs 

Re: SB2489 RELATING TO NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE 

In Support 

Chairs & Committee Members: 

T-247 P0001/0003 F-359 

Hawaii Medical Association supports SB2489 Relating to Naturopathic Medicine. This measure 
would help ensure the safety of Hawaii patients. Naturopathic medicine, while a sound option for 
some citizens of our state, is not the same as allopathic (MDs) or osteopathic (DOs) medicine, and 
has fewer standards and requirements for training and licensure. Prescriptive authority of 
naturopathic doctors should not be viewed as an access issue, but instead a patient safety issue and 
should be handled very cautiously. 

Compared to medical school and residency training, a naturopathic education consists of relatively 
few contact hours of study on pharmacological treatment of disease, and provides virtually no clinical 
reinforcement of pharmaceutical intervention on patients during clinical rotations or optional post
graduate training. One important component to consider in the debate over naturopath prescriptive 
authority is whether a practitioner with such limited exposure to pharmaceuticals can appropriately 
treat patients who take prescription medicines regularly or who would likely benefit from 
pharmacological intervention. 

Naturopathic doctors (NDs) are required to take just 7-11 credits of pharmacology and just 850 clock 
hours of clinical training in patient care. Only one state requires any post-graduate training for NOs 
(Utah - one year). Only 11 other states allow some prescriptive authority for NOs, and the vast 
majority are much more limiting than in Hawaii (such as allowing for only natural and homeopathic 
medicines). Additionally. many of those states require some type of MD or DO involvement, whether 
at the board level or the individual practitioner level. 

For comparison in Hawaii, a joint formulary advisory committee for APRNs requires representation 
by MDs and/or DOs appointed by the Hawaii Medical Board. while the naturopathic board has no 
representation at this level of expertise, The same representation should have at a very minimum 
been required of the naturopathic board to determine formulary, or at least it should be the 
responsibility of the Hawaii Medical Board. The American Medical Association agrees that Nurse 
Practitioner or APRN training is in the same vein of evidence-based medicine as MD/DO training. 
Analysis of NO curriculum, training and text does not lead to the same conclusion. 

(cont. next page) 
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There are 36 states that do not license NDs. South Carolina and Tennessee expressly prohibit the 
practice of naturopathy. Florida abolished Its naturopath licensing laws, and in 2004 a legislative 
committee concluded that an expanded scope might be harmful, Several other states, including 
Texas and Virginia, have abolished previous naturopathy licensure provisions. Of the 14 states that 
do license NDs (plus the District of Columbia), most have continuing education requirements, while 
Hawaii does not. 

The concem for patient safety is even more critical in light of the public confusion regarding 
qualifications of non-MO and non-DO health care practitioners such as naturopathic doctors. It is 
also important to note that Medicare and Medicaid Hawaii do not reimburse for naturopathic services, 
and many of Hawaii's health plans do not. NO scope of practice cannot adequately address access 
to care for the majority of Hawaii's population. 

In closing, we ask you to please consider the following facts that highlight the differences in 
education and training between NDs and MDsIDOs: 

Applicant Comparison: 
• Applicants to become a Medical Doctor 

- Average GPA: 3.66 
- Average MCAT: 30.9 

• Applicants to become a naturopath 
- Average GPA: 2.5-3.0 
- Average MCAT: not required 

(Sources: American Association of Medical Colleges, www.aamc.org/data/facts/2008/2008mcatgpa.htm; 
AMA Scope of Practice Data Series - Naturopaths. September 2009.) 

Education Requirements: 
• To become an M.D. or D.O. 

- Obtain baccalaureate degree 
- Graduate from a 4-year LCME-approved or COCA-accredited medical school 

18 months of hands-on clinical experience 
- Pass all three steps of USMLE exam 
- Complete at least 1-3 years of Graduate Medical Education (varies by state) 

• To become a naturopath 
- Two years of basic science + two years of clinical rotations (minimum of 850 hours of patient 

care over 2-year period) 
- Passing score on NPLEX (2-step exam does not adequately measure clinical competence) 
- Post-graduate training not required, except 1-yr in Utah 

(Sources: "Comparison of U.S. Allopathic/Osteopathic Educational Requirements." American Medical 
Association; AMA Scope of Practice Data Series - Naturopaths. September 2009; Council on 
Naturopathic Medical Education Accreditation Standards. June 2009.) 

Training: 
• After graduation, M.D. and D.O. residents typically work SO-hour weeks in ACGME-accredited 

residency programs for at least three years 
• Before graduation, naturopathic clinical education occurs in years 3 and 4 and requires 1,200 

hours, only 850 of which must be in direct patient care 
(Sources: American Medical Association; AMA Scope of Practice Data Series - Naturopaths. September 
2009; Council on Naturopathic Medical Education Accreditation Standards. June 2009.) 

(cont. next page) 
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Board Certification: 
• For Medical Doctors 

T-247 P0003/0003 F-359 

- Graduate from an LCME-approved or COCA-accredited medical school 
- Complete full-time residency training program of at least three years in duration 
- Pass written and/or oral board certifying examination 

• F'or naturopaths 
- No generalist board certification 
- Naturopathic childbirth certification requires 100 hours of lay midwifery instruction and 

attendance at 15 births 
- Naturopathic acupuncture certification available in some states 

(Sources: "Comparison of U.S. Allopathic/Osteopathic Educational Requirements. American Medical 
Association; AMA Scope of Practice Data Series - Naturopaths. september 2009.) 

We respectfully request your consideration of 5B2489. Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 
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HEARING: Wednesday, February 3,2010, 3:00pm 
Conference Room 016 

TO: Senator David Y. Ige, Chair 
State Senator Josh Green, MD, Vice-Chair 
State Senate Committee on Health 

FROM: Gary A. Okamoto, MD 
Board Certified in Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation 

RE: SB2489 RELATING TO NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE 
In Support 

I stand in support of SB 2489, which shapes the scope of practice for Doctors of 
Naturopathy in the area of prescription drugs for their patients. SB 2489 respectfully 
acknowledges the unique practice of naturopathic medicine and recommends a 
mechanism by which licensed Doctors of Medicine (MDs) and/or Doctors of Osteopathy 
(DOs) may apply their pharmacologic expertise to the development of a naturopathic 
drug formulary. 

Prescriptive authority of doctors of naturopathy is an issue of patient safety, not access. 
Doctors of naturopathy undergo education and training different from the intensity of 
pharmacologic education and training of MDs, DOs, nurse practitioners, and advanced 
nurse practitioners. In the current situation, unlimited prescribing authority by the 
naturopathic doctor increases the risk of preventable complications or unnecessary drug 
use. At the heart of the issue is that allopathic schooling among MDs, DOs, and nurses 
is founded on evidence-based treatment - an approach that is different in its entirety 
and intensity and depth from the unique natural and non-drug approach of naturopathic 
doctors. 

I respectfully urge you to support SB 2489. 
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TESTIMONY BEFORE SENATE HEALTH COMMITTEE 

The Honorable David Y. Ige, Chair 

The Honorable Josh Green, M.D., Vice Chair 

SB2489, Relating to Naturopathic Medicine 

For a hearing scheduled Wednesday February 3, 2010 at 3:00 PM, Conference Room 016. 

February 3, 2010 
Chair Ige, Vice Chair Green and Members ofthe Committee: 

My name is Sarah Strong and I am a licensed naturopathic physician in the Hawaii and the Vice 
President of the Hawaii Society of Naturopathic Physicians. I am personally writing in strong 
OPPOSITION of SB2489. 

I urge you to read this testimony in detail in order to gain a better understanding of exactly what 
naturopathic medicine is and what part it plays in the health care of Hawaii. 

Last year the legislature passed SB420 SD2, HD2 Relating to Naturopathic Medicine which was 
subsequently vetoed by Governor Linda Lingle and then overridden during special session by the 
Senate with a vote of25 ayes to 0 noes with one reservation and by the House with 45 ayes to 2 noes, 
with 4 excused to create Act 22 on 7-15-2009. Act 22 amends chapter 455 of the Hawaii Revised 
Statutes (HRS 455) to modernize the naturopathic medicines scope of practice to include parenteral 
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therapy, minor office procedures and for the Board of Naturopathic Medicine to develop a prescription 
formulary. 
SB2489 seeks to eliminate this modernization ofHRS 455. 
A more detailed explanation of naturopathic medicine and the specific modernization aspects of HRS 
455 are presented below. 
A Brief Description of Naturopathic Medicine: 
Naturopathic medicine bridges the gap between natural and conventional medicine. It is a distinct and 
comprehensive form of medicine that blends centuries-old, natural, non-toxic therapies with current 
advances in the study of health and human systems. Naturopathic medicine covers all aspects of family 
health from prenatal to geriatric care, with a special focus on whole-patient wellness. 
Philosophy and Treatment Methods 
Naturopathic physicians (ND) are trained as integrative doctors, emphasizing the use of natural 
therapies in the treatment and prevention of acute and chronic illnesses. Naturopathic practice is 
predicated upon the assumption that the human body is inherently capable of healing itself. In practice, 
NDs perform physical examinations, take thorough health histories, make nutritional and dietary 
assessments, and order lab tests. NDs may also order diagnostic tests and imaging procedures such as 
x-rays, ultrasounds, and anything else a general practitioner would require to access health and 
determine appropriate treatment methods for a patient. Referrals are made to specialists or other 
healthcare providers for additional testing or treatment when necessary. 
Education 
Naturopathic physicians attend four-year; graduate level, in-residency programs at institutions 
recognized by the U.S. Department of Education. There are currently four such schools in the United 
States. Naturopathic medical schools provide the same foundational coursework as conventional 
medical schools. In fact, ND programs often provide more pharmacology and physiology than 
mainstream MD schools do. In addition, ND programs provide extensive education unique to their 
treatment approach, emphasizing disease prevention and wellness 
While this list is by no means comprehensive, naturopathic physicians are trained in the following: 
clinical nutrition, botanical medicine, pharmacology, parenteral/intravenous therapies, homeopathic 
medicine, physical medicine, lifestyle counseling and stress management, natural childbirth, minor 
office procedures and monitoring nutrientldruglherb interactions. In fact, NDs are the only healthcare 
professionals formally trained to monitor and manage nutrientldruglherb interactions. 
The Board of Naturopathic Medicine's formulary adoption: 
The formulary adopted by the Board of Naturopathic Medicine on 1/1/1 0 reflects one adopted by the 
California Bureau of Naturopathic Medicine in 2007. That formulary was developed over a two ,year 
period by a panel of two naturopathic doctors, two allopathic/medical doctors and two pharmacists. 
Similar and broader formularies were adopted many years ago in other western states, such as 

Washington, Oregon, Arizona, Utah and Montana. It is a formulary that reflects the fact that 
naturopathic doctors provide primary care, and need to have access to medications which are 
commonly used in such care. The Hawaii naturopathic formulary does not include any controlled 
substances, or any medications which are generally prescribed by specialists, such as oncologists, 
neurologists, and cardiologists. 
In preparation for the California Bureau's report, the Bureau contacted the licensing agencies for each 
of the states that allow NDs to prescribe. None of the states reported any patient harm or disciplinary 
action due to ND prescribing. In addition, the states were not aware of any civil actions against NDs for 
prescribing. 
The California Bureau also contacted NCMIC Insurance Company. NCMIC insures NDs in all of the 
licensing states and also insures the naturopathic medical schools. In a letter to the Bureau dated June 
7,2006, NCMIC stated: "In the five years that NCMIC has been insuring Naturopathic Physicians and 
the colleges, we have never opened a claim against a Naturopathic Physician involving prescription 
medications. " 
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Additionally, the Bureau contacted Jury Verdicts Northwest (JVN) to see if there were any civil actions 
filed against a licensed ND. JVN covers both Oregon and Washington, the two states with the greatest 
number ofNDs and that have been licensing NDs for a considerable length of time (since 1919 and 
1927, respectively). JVN responded "Upon reviewing cases contained in Jury Verdicts Northwest's 
database we found no cases against naturopaths for prescription negligence, or for that matter our 
database contained no cases against naturopaths at all." 
Naturopathic Medical School Pharmacological Education 
Interventions by naturopathic physicians include the use of pharmaceuticals when appropriate. 
Naturopathic medical students are required to learn about all classes of pharmaceutical agents, 
regardless of their ability to prescribe them under various state laws. A typical program includes 72 
hours of classroom education which includes the principles of pharmacodynamics, side effects, and 
therapeutic uses of legend, or prescription, drugs. This does not include many other hours in courses 
such as gynecology, urology, cardiology, dermatology, etc. where prescription medications are 
discussed. It also does not include the minimum 1200 hours of clinical training where prescription 
medications are prescribed, administered, and managed as part of comprehensive treatment plans. This 
compares favorably with the didactic education for other medical professionals with legend drug 
prescribing rights. 
Pharmacology is also an integral part of the Naturopathic Physicians Licensing Examination (NPLEX). 
NPLEX consists of extensive clinical case summaries for which the candidate must answer a series of 
questions relevant to diagnosis and treatment for each case. 
Naturopathic students are exposed routinely in their clinical training to the appropriate selection, 
prescription, and management of prescriptive drug use, with clinical rotations providing practical 
management experience. They are also exposed to a wide variety of patient populations, and while it is 
true that many patients select naturopathic care based on their desire to avoid or reduce use of legend 
drugs with perceived side effects, a drug may be the best choice for their care at certain times. 
Naturopathic physicians are trained to recognize the indications, efficacy and potential side effects of 
all drugs a patient is on whether they can prescribe them or not, since many patients come in already 
taking medications. In all teaching clinics, assessment ofthe patient history includes an evaluation of 
their current pharmacological treatments. 

Parenteral therapies: 
Naturopathic doctors licensed here in Hawaii and nationwide have been administering natural 
substances including vitamins, minerals and amino acids subcutaneously, intramuscularly and 
intravenously (i.e., parenterally) for over twenty years. The naturopathic governing statute, HRS 455 
prior to 2009 stated naturopathic doctors may use the" .natural methods or modalities, together with 
natural or homeopathic medicines, natural foods, and herbs, and nature's remedies of the type taught in 
education and training at naturopathic medical colleges." Because injection routes are taught in 
naturopathic medical colleges, doctors had chosen in the past to safely utilize these effective methods. 
The naturopathic governing board issued an opinion in 1984 that the injection of vitamins was within 
the scope of practice of naturopathic physicians. There has not been one case of misuse or harm 
caused by these methods reported to the state licensing board or the state member society. In addition, 
naturopathic malpractice insurance companies insure practitioners using these techniques. The largest 
insurance companies offering malpractice insurance have not received one malpractice claim 
throughout the nation against a naturopathic physician for the misuse of injection methods. 
There were no complaints brought to the Board of Naturopathic Examiners in regard to the use of these 
injectable natural medicines by naturopathic physicians during this time. In 2006, the legislature 
approved HBll55 which clarified that naturopathic physicians have the authority to administer natural 
medicines by injection, although the bill was vetoed by the Governor. 
Vitamin, mineral, and amino acid injections are very beneficial for a variety of health conditions, 
including immune enhancement, correcting nutrient deficiencies, and eliminating toxic substances such 
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as heavy metals (lead, mercury, etc.). Naturopathic physicians provide a valuable service to public 
health and safety by offering this treatment. 
Opposition of SB2489 would allow naturopathic physicians to continue to practice primary care 
medicine as they are trained to. 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 

Mahalo and Aloha, 
Dr Sarah Strong, ND 
naturopathic physician 
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**TESTIMONY BEFORE SENATE HEALTH COMMITTEE* 

The Honorable David Y. Ige, Chair 

The Honorable Josh Green, M.D., Vice Chair 

*SB2489, Relating to Naturopathic Medicine* 

For a hearing scheduled Wednesday February 3, 2010 at 3:00 PM, Conference Room 016. 

February 3, 2010 

Aloha Chair Ige, Vice Chair Green and Members of the Committee: 

My name is Dr. Monique Yuen. 
behalf of the Hawaii Society 
SB2489. * 

I am a licensed naturopathic physician and I am testifying on 
of Naturopathic Physicians (HSNP) who writes in *OPPOSITION of 

Last year the legislature passed SB420 SD2, HD2 Relating to Naturopathic Medicine which was 
subsequently vetoed by Governor Linda Lingle and then overridden during special session by 
the Senate with a vote of 25 ayes to 0 noes with one reservation and by the House with 45 
ayes to 2 noes, with 4 excused to create Act 22 on 7-15-2009. Act 22 amends chapter 455 of 
the Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS 455) to modernize the naturopathic medicines scope of 
practice to include parenteral therapy, minor office procedures and for the Board of 
Naturopathic Medicine to develop a prescription formulary. 

SB2489 seeks to eliminate this modernization of HRS 455. 

A more detailed explanation of naturopathic medicine and the specific modernization aspects 
of HRS 455 are presented below. 

*The Board of Naturopathic Medicine's formulary adoption:* 
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The formulary adopted by the Board of Naturopathic Medicine on 1/1/10 reflects one adopted by 
the California Bureau of Naturopathic Medicine in 2007. That formulary was developed over a 
two year period by a panel of two naturopathic doctors, two allopathic/medical doctors and 
two pharmacists. Similar and broader formularies were adopted many years ago in other 
western states, such as Washington, Oregon, Arizona, Utah and Montana. It is a formulary that 
reflects the fact that naturopathic doctors provide primary care, and need to have access to 
medications which are commonly used in such care. The Hawaii naturopathic formulary does not 
include any controlled substances, or any medications which are generally prescribed by 
specialists, such as oncologists, neurologists, and cardiologists. 

In preparation for the California Bureau's report, the Bureau contacted the licensing 
agencies for each of the states that allow NOs to prescribe. None of the states reported any 
patient harm or disciplinary action due to NO prescribing. In addition, the states were not 
aware of any civil actions against NOs for prescribing. 

The California Bureau also contacted NCMIC Insurance company. NCMIC insures NOs in all of the 
licensing states and also insures the naturopathic medical schools. In a letter to the Bureau 
dated June 7, 2006, NCMIC stated: "In the five years that NCMIC has been insuring 
Naturopathic Physicians and the colleges, we have never opened a claim against a Naturopathic 
Physician involving prescription medications." 

Additionally, the Bureau contacted Jury verdicts Northwest (JVN) to see if there were any 
civil actions filed against a licensed NO. JVN covers both Oregon and Washington, the two 
states with the greatest number of NOs and that have been licensing NOs for a considerable 
length of time (since 1919 and 1927, respectively). JVN responded "Upon reviewing cases 
contained in Jury Verdicts Northwest's database we found no cases against naturopaths for 
prescription negligence, or for that matter our database contained no cases against 
naturopaths at all." 

Naturopathic Medical School Pharmacological Education 

Interventions by naturopathic physicians include the use of pharmaceuticals when appropriate. 
Naturopathic medical students are required to learn about all classes of pharmaceutical 
agents, regardless of their ability to prescribe them under various state laws. A typical 
program includes 72 hours of classroom education which includes the principles of 
pharmacodynamics, side effects, and therapeutic uses of legend, or prescription, drugs. This 
does not include many other hours in courses such as gynecology, urology, cardiology, 
dermatology, etc. 
where prescription medications are discussed. It also does not include the minimum 1200 
hours of clinical training where prescription medications are prescribed, administered, and 
managed as part of comprehensive treatment plans. This compares favorably with the didactic 
education for other medical professionals with legend drug prescribing rights. 

Pharmacology is also an integral part of the Naturopathic Physicians Licensing Examination 
(NPLEX). NPLEX consists of extensive clinical case summaries for which the candidate must 
answer a series of questions relevant to diagnosis and treatment for each case. 

Naturopathic students are exposed routinely in their clinical training to the appropriate 
selection, prescription, and management of prescriptive drug use, with clinical rotations 
providing practical management experience. They are also exposed to a wide variety of 
patient populations, and while it is true that many patients select naturopathic care based 
on their desire to avoid or reduce use of legend drugs with perceived side effects, a drug 
may be the best choice for their care at certain times. Naturopathic physicians are trained 
to recognize the indications, efficacy and potential side effects of all drugs a patient is 
on whether they can prescribe them or not, since many patients come in already taking 
medications. In all teaching clinics,assessment of the patient history includes an 
evaluation of their current pharmacological treatments. 
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*Parenteral therapies:* 

Naturopathic doctors licensed here in Hawaii and nationwide have been administering natural 
substances including vitamins, minerals and amino acids subcutaneously, intramuscularly and 
intravenously (i.e., 
parenterally) for over twenty years. The naturopathic governing statute, HR5 455 prior to 
2ee9 stated naturopathic doctors may use the ".natural methods or modalities, together with 
natural or homeopathic medicines, natural foods, and herbs, and nature's remedies of the type 
taught in education and training at naturopathic medical colleges." 
Because injection routes are taught in naturopathic medical colleges, doctors had chosen in 
the past to safely utilize these effective methods. 

The naturopathic governing board issued an op1n10n in 1984 that the injection of vitamins was 
within the scope of practice of naturopathic physicians. There has not been one case of 
misuse or harm caused by these methods reported to the state licensing board or the state 
member society. In addition, naturopathic malpractice insurance companies insure 

. practitioners using these techniques. The largest insurance companies offering malpractice 
insurance have not received one malpractice claim throughout the nation against a 
naturopathic physician for the misuse of injection methods. 

There were no complaints brought to the Board of Naturopathic Examiners in regard to the use 
of these injectable natural medicines by 
naturopathic physicians during this time. In 2ee6, the legislature 
approved HBl155 which clarified that naturopathic physicians have the authority to administer 
natural medicines by injection, although the bill was vetoed by the Governor. 

Vitamin, mineral, and amino acid injections are very beneficial for a variety of health 
conditions, including immune enhancement, correcting nutrient deficiencies, and eliminating 
toxic substances such as heavy metals (lead, mercury, etc.). Naturopathic physicians provide 
a valuable service to public health and safety by offering this treatment. 

*Opposition of 5B2489* would allow naturopathic physicians to continue to practice primary 
care medicine as they are trained to. 

I was born and raised in Oahu, so it was very important to me to return here back to the 
islands with a professional degree that I felt was in need here in the islands. What I 
learned from being in school and away from the islands for 4 years was a very valuable 
training to help my family as well as friends here in the islands. I would like my practice 
to fully encompass all of the training I received while I was away. I actually do have some 
local friends in school who did not come back to the islands because of the limitations and 
lack of modernization within our law. 5B2489 takes away from my training and practice 
privileges that I have obtained and practiced in Oregon while I was in school. 
Please oppose 5B2489. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 
Dr. Monique Yuen 
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S82489 

Terry Shintani 
February 2,2010 
TO: The Honorable David Y. Ige, Chair, the Honorable Josh Green, M.D., Vice 
Chair, and other Distinguished Members of the Senate Committee on Health 

RE: PLEASE SUPPORT 582489 Relating to Naturopathic Medicine (Hearing 
scheduled for Wednesday, February 3, 2010 at 3:00 p.m. in Conference 
Room 016) 

Dear David Ige, Chair, Josh Green, M.D., Vice Chair, and Members of the 
Committee, 

As associate chair to the Department of Complementary and Alternative 
Medicine, I am writing to strongly urge your support for S82489 relating to 
naturopathic medicine. This bill would protect the people of Hawaii from 
unrestricted prescriptive authority by naturopaths. The Formulary should be 
constructed by a multidisciplinary group of professionals as all of the formularies 
in the State. The Naturopaths from the only 4 accredited schools in the US do 
not provide an appropriate sample of those with expertise to address this critical 
issue http://www.cnme.org/mc.org/ . 

You should also be aware this bill was NOT introduced by HMA as stated by Dr. 
Steelsmith. She has a significant problem using correct information. 

For example, she states "Hawaii's naturopathic physicians are more than 
adequately trained to practice under our existing law. They have extensive 
training at nationally accredited naturopathic medical schools, and they are 
licensed in Hawaii as primary care physicians who diagnose and treat disease." 
These are few accredited schools of Naturopathy. This link to one of their 
accrediting agencies that has recently come under review for inadequacies is 
provided. http://www.cnme.org/ The other agency is quoted below. "They 
receive standard medical school training in the sciences - the same basic 
sciences taught in conventional medical schools, including conventional methods 
of physical, clinical, and laboratory diagnosis." We now have the most liberal law 
in the country. Must someone die here before you folks understand what you 
have done? 

Last year's modernization of Hawaii's naturopathic medicine law allows our 
naturopathic physicians to practice according as a primary care physician. 
Dr Steelsmith states "For many years naturopathic physicians in other states 

have had the right to prescribe medications, do minor surgery, and do injections 
(both intramuscular and intravenous) ... she forgets to mention they are not 
licensed in these States. 



You should also be aware there are NO continuing education requirement for this 
group of providers. Both nurses with prescriptive authority and MO's have such 
requirements to maintain their license. 

Lack of support for SB2489 would have many negative consequences on the 
quality of care for the people of Hawaii, diminishing the overall quality of 
healthcare in our state. 

Thank you for your consideration. I look forward to hearing of your support for 
SB2489. I support complementary and alternative medicine. 

Sincerely yours, 

Terry Shintani, MO, JO, MPH 
Associate Chair Complementary and Alternative Medicine 

ACCREDITATION 

WHAT IS ACCREDITATION 

Accreditation for Naturopathic programs in the United States is an entirely "voluntary" process. 
Accreditation for an institution of learning represents a "validation" that the school programs have been 
thoroughly investigated and found worthy of recognition. This investigation is conducted by a qualified 
group of people familiar with the programs offered. Students and institutions of learning have come to rely 
on decisions from ANMAB as a reliable source for determining quality in education. 



TRADITIONAL AND NON-TRADITIONAL EDUCATION 

There are two main types of schooling accredited by ANMAB available to the prospective 
stndent. 

1. Traditional schools include those learning institutions requiring one to be 
present in a classroom setting at some point in the learning process. 
Supporters believe the structural interaction between students encourage 
a better learning experience. 

2. Non-Traditional schools include those learning institutions that offer 
courses or programs by mail, often called correspondence, or distant 
learning programs. Supporters of Non- traditional schools point to 
convenience in busy schedules, and financial advantages in taking such 
programs. These graduates also believe it takes a more dedicated, 
determined student to complete such programs. 

Both programs have their advantages, and disadvantages. Recently both have offered programs "online". 
Online programs have solved certain credibility issues for those earning degree's outside ofthe resident 
programs. 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Can I get Certified after completing a program at an ANMAB approved school? 

Yes! The American Naturopathic Medical Certification Board (ANMCB) offers 
certification for those individuals who have graduated from ANMAB's 
members. For a complete list of board certification natural health care categories 
and more information please visit their website at www.anmcb.org. 

When a school is accredited what does that mean? 
Accreditation for Natnropathic programs in the United States is an entirely "voluntary" process. 
Accreditation for an institntion oflearning represents a "validation" that the school programs have been 
throughly investigated and found worthy of recognition. This investigation is conducted by a qualified 
group of people familiar with the programs offered. The programs are also found to have also met fmancial 
stability. 

Will the accredited school have an educational counselors available to me? 
All accredited schools are required to have educational counselors available by telephone, email, mail or 
for traditional schools they offer educational counselors in person. 



Clay ton College of Natural Health 

2140 11th Avenue, Suite 305 
Birmingham, AL 35205-2841 
Admissions Department: 1-800-995-4590 
Website: www.ccnh.edu 
Email: admissions@ccnh.edu 
Category: Non-Traditional 
Accredited since: 1996 
Accredited Program(s): 
Doctor of Naturopathy Program 
The following programs are currently offered: 

Degree Programs 
Bachelor of Science in Natural Health 
Bachelor of Science in Holistic Nutrition 
Master of Science in Natural Health 
Master of Science in Holistic Nutrition 
Doctor of Education in Holistic Health and Wellness 
Certificate Programs 
Iridology: Theory & Practice 
Family Herbalist Certificate 
Consulting Herbalist Certificate 
Master Herbalist Certificate 
Family Herbalist / Consulting Herbalist / Master Herbalist 
Holistic Care for Companion Animals 
Natural Wellness Certificate 
ANMAB accredits all programs offered by Clayton College of Natural Health. 



Please visit Clayton College of Natural Health's website for a current listing of 
courses and programs offered. 

Are you aware many schools are BS programs 
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Wednesday, February 3, 2010,3:00 p.m., Conference Room 016 

To: Senate Committee on Health 

Senator David Y. Ige, Chair 

Senator Josh Green, M.D., Vice Chair 

From: R. Craig Netzer, M.D. 

Board Certified: Internal Medicine and Family Practice 

4473 Pahe'e St, Ste 0 

Lihue, HI 96766 

Re: SB2489 RELATING TO NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE 

In Support 

Chairs and Committee Members: 

I support SB2489 Relating to Naturopathic Medicine. 

Facts to consider: 

No entrance exam, such as the Medical College Admissions Test is required of applicants to schools of naturopathy. 
Naturopathic doctors (NOs) are required to complete just 2 years of basic science and 2 years of clinical training 
(minimum of only 850 clock hours in patient care over a 2-year period). Post-graduate NO training is required in only one 
state (Utah - 1 year). 
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There are 36 states that do not license NDs. South Carolina and Tennessee expressly prohibit the practice of 
naturopathy. Florida abolished its naturopath licensing laws in 1959, and in 2004 a legislative committee concluded that 
an expanded scope might be harmful. Several other states, including Texas and Virginia, have abolished previous 
naturopathy licensure provisions. Of the 14 states that do license NDs (plus the District of Columbia), most have 
continuing education requirements, while Hawaii does not. 

NDs are required to take just 7-11 credits of pharmacology. While 11 other states allow some sort of prescriptive authority 
for NDs, most are much more limited than in Hawaii and many require some type of physician involvement, whether at the 
board level or at the individual practitioner level. Only Oregon comes close to the amount of authority allowed in Hawaii. 
For'comparison in Hawaii, a joint formulary advisory committee for APRNs requires representation by MDs and/or DOs, 
while the naturopathic board has no representation at this level of expertise. 

Additionally, Medicare does not reimburse for naturopathic services, and Hawaii Medicaid, which typically follows 
Medicare coverage, will not likely add it to the list of covered services. (ND scope of practice cannot adequately address 
access to care for the Medicare and Medicaid population.) 

The recent law allowing Naturopaths prescriptive rights, (over the objection of the Hawaii Medical Board) has created a 
massive problem in that untrained individuals may now, essentially function as Medical Doctors. The best option would 
be to repeal the 2009 law that made this bill necessary. However, while that should be the ultimate goal of our State 
Senators, this bill will at least protect Hawaii's people from the danger they are about to face. 

Sincerely, 

R. Craig Netzer, M.D. 

Hotmail: Trusted email with powerful SPAM protection. Sign up now. 
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Wednesday, February 3, 2010, 3:00 p.m., Conference Room 016 

To: Senate Committee on Health 
Senator David Y. Ige, Chair 
Senator Josh Green, M.D., Vice Chair 

From: Joseph M. Zobian, M.D. 

Re: SB2489 RELATING TO NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE 

In Support 

Chairs and Committee Members: 

I support SB2489 Relating to Naturopathic Medicine. 

While it is common knowledge that there are too many regions of our state underserved by qualified medical 

personnel, the current trend oflowering standards to allow the unqualified to function as physicians not only 
fails to solve the problem but creates some that are far worse. 

The practice of medicine is highly complex, hence the long years of training and supervision every medical 
doctor must undergo before being licensed to practice. Even after completion of this rigorous training all 
licensed physicians are required to continue their medical training to maintain their license. 

For many years non-medical doctors have sought the legal right to prescribe medications. To some this may 
seem reasonable, but even the most seemingly harmless medications can produce side-effects and reactions that 
are potentially life-threatening. Such complications are infrequent but inevitable, and it is only the extensive 
training of the medical doctor which enables him to avoid or minimize hann to the patient. 

Naturopathic practitioners are already pennitted to practice their methods on the people of Hawaii. Now some 
of them are demanding the legal right to prescribe medicines without the benefit of the complete medical 
training we all know must precede the practice of medicine. Allowing them to prescribe medications is 
potentially dangerous, particularly for those patients who have not been informed that their 'doctor' never 
attended medical school, never completed internship and residency, and is not a licensed medical physician. 

If the legislature deems these risks to be acceptable, then at the very least the types of drugs they are allowed to 
prescribe (i.e. formulary) must be regulated by qualified medical physicians in order to help mitigate the 
potential risks to patients. 

Please support this bill. Better yet, please reserve the practice of medicine to those who have completed the 
many years of necessary and indispensable training. There are some 'naturopathic doctors' who are also 
properly trained and licensed medical doctors. This should be the standard we set for those who want to provide 
medical care to the people of Hawaii. We have sworn to protect them, and this is an opportunity to do so. 

A ~_ ~ '" _ ~y ""'~ do ~il ""'good _rerul,". ""' i,. poi,ct a~~,. 
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09/16/2007 15:47 7348378 

To: Senate Committee ofHea1th 
Senator David Y. Ige, Chair 
Senator Josh Green, MD., Vice Chair 

Fro~ Calvin C. M. Kam, M.D. 

·JnSupport 

Chairs and Committee Members: 

PAGE 01 

I support SB 2489 Relating to Naturopathic Medicine because this will prevent inevitable 
health care problems t1;Iat will occur when unnatural activities are allowed. Naturopathic 
medicine, as defined in Se«tion 455-1, supports and stimulates the natural body 
processes. That should not include minor office procedures and pl\Ienterallhetapy. 

Their Board was to establish education, training, and administration standards by the end 
of2009. What was done? Was a Naturopathic formulary established 1hat will be 
approved annually (by whom)? . 

One major problem presently is the high cost of medications with concern whether these 
arerea1ly necessary. There are excessive high cost products with ads lhat encourage 
patients to ask doctors to prescribe them. I personally would not order these and defer to 
specialists to do so. 

Thank: you for considering this important bill. 
~~~/nO 
Calvin C.M Kam, M.D. ?-



From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: S82489 RELATING TO NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE 

To: Senator David Y. Ige, Chair Senator Josh Green, M.D., Vice Chair, Senate Committee on Health 

From: 

Re: S82489 RELATING TO NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE 

I support SB2489 Relating to Naturopathic Medicine 

In allopathic medical school, after first two year of basic medical science, students spend 3rd and 4th 
year training thinking about drug based solution for medical problems and learning basic invasive 
procedures. For those who go into primary care setti ng they will be rollowed by 3 years of residency in 
ramily medicine or internal medicine or pediatrics. where they refine their skill of giving drugs and 
invasive procedures (minor surgeries, IV, intubation .... etc). 

In Naturopathic School (do not have the same admission requirements and Nat ional Medical Board 
Examination as MO School) NOs spend over two years thinking about 'natural treatment' for medical problems. 
Although they took the pharmacology classes this does not include emphasis and practice with drugs. Their 
curriculum emphasize nutrition, vitamins, supplements and herbs. In ND School students also spend time 
studying acupuncture and Chinese medicine which is a 3 - 4 yea rs full time curriculum in Acupuncture School. 
In that regard ND students spend even less time than allopathic medical student in drugs and procedures 
training within the same 4 years of post-graduate schooling. Residency is not required for ND nor are there 
sufficient residencies for graduating NO students. Many States do not license NOs as can be seen from NO 
Association website where they are talking about legislative agendas. 

The problem with the law 420 is that it is an expansion of the NO scope of practice including prescribe drugs 
and do procedures which they do not have the equivalent training and regulatory mechanism like MD have. 
They do not have rigorous training to handle high ri sk situation and emergency cases or any situation that 
require giving drugs because they focus on natura l healing. Classroom pharmacology and procedures without 
adequate residency training, supervision and experience will not prepare them to handle serious medical 
situation for example. pneumonia, or serious systemic illness etc .. I support Naturopathic philosophy and 
pract ice because I promote those skills but how to use drugs and medical procedures. a llopathic medicine is 
what I count on and not from the other alternative disciplines. 

Let's get rea l. if it is true that Naturopaths have received the same training as MO in their 4 years post·graduate 
schooling and just as good as MOs in allopathic medicine as they told the public then where are those 
lime required for studying nutrition. vitamin and supplements, traditional Chinese medicinc. acupuncture, 
western and Chinese herbology. in the same 4 years of schooling? Chinese medicine is a 4 year 
program. Something has to cut short here if Naturopaths cramp all those knowledge in 4 years. I hope it will 
not be in expensc of our patient's safelY. Because NDs are trained differently at this point of time they should 
not be used as substitute for the shortage of MD in Hawaii. This will decrease the quality care of medicine in 
Ilawaii. We should try to keep MOs in the Hawaii and recruit more MDs rrom US Mainland in order to solve 
MO shortage problem. 
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Other facts to support 592489: There are 36 states that do not license NOs. South Carolina and Tennessee expressly 
prohibit the practice of naturopathy. Florida abolished its naturopath licensing laws in 1959, and in 2004 a legislative 
committee concluded that an expanded scope might be harmful. Several other states, including Texas and Virg inia, have 
abolished previous naturopathy licensure provisions. Of the 14 states that do license NOs (plus the District of Columbia) , 
most have continuing education requirements, while Hawaii does not. 

NDs are required to take just 7-11 credits of pharmacology. While 11 other states allow some sort of 
prescriptive authority for NDs, most are much more limited than in Hawaii and many require some 
type of physician involvement, whether at the board level or at the individual practitioner level. Only 
Oregon comes close to the amount of authority allowed in Hawaii. For comparison in Hawaii, a joint 
formulary advisory committee for APRNs requires representation by MDs and lor DOs, while the 
naturopathic board has no representation at this level of expertise. 

Additionally, Medicare does not reimburse for naturopathic services, and Hawaii Medicaid, which 
typically follows Medicare coverage, will not likely add it to the list of covered services. (ND scope of 
practice cannot adequately address access to care for the Medicare and Medicaid population .) 

Thank you for your consideration. [ look forward to hearing of your support to 562489. 

Sincerely yours, 

============================================================== 
Confidentiality Notice: 
This e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of 
the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged information. 
Any unauthorized review, use , disclosure or distribution is prohibited . 
If you are not the intended recipient , please contact the sender by reply e-mail 
and destroy all copies of the original message. 
============================================================== 
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Dr. Myron Berney, ND LAc 
naturalcancerwellness.com 

Committees on HLT CPN 
February 3, 2010 @ 3:00PM Room 16 

SB 2489 

HTHTestimony@Capitol.hawaii.gov 

Before I begin I would like to thank you for the opportunity to testify on SB 2489. 

I would like to ask the the Chair of the respective Committees to defer this bill, to hold it in Committee 
for certain amendments, re-writing and re-consideration. 

As you all know, last session, SB420 became Act 22 making "New Law" after a landslide veto 
override. Only two Republicans voted with the governor's agenda; she had vetoed similar legislation 
twice. 

Unfortunately, The Lingle Administration has tied up implementation of this New Law in the 
rule making process. As of January 1, 2010, the Lingle Administration has cut off parenteral 
therapeutics of injection, which was always permitted by Law thereby interrupting ongoing patient 
care. [Havillg vetoes illjeetioll wriee Before, that may haye Beell the Governor's illtelltiell all aiellg.] 

This interruption in ongoing patient care is a crisis for those patients affected and an unintended 
consequence of Act 22. The Legislature is united in rectifying this health care delivery problem. It 
may require another veto override to overcome the log jam in the Lingle Administration. Cutting off 
ongoing patient care seems to be essentially a violation of Article IX of the Hawaii State Constitution 
requiring both "protection and promotion of the Public Health." 

This bill and others seek to "gut" Act 22 which would further expand and intensify this Article IX 
violation and result in much greater patient crisis. More of a problem. 

We, the patients, the people of Hawaii, ask you to defer this bill, to hold it in Committee for certain 
amendments, re-writing and re-consideration in the near future for the purpose of unblocking this 
administrative log jam in the Lingle administration and to provide for certain housekeeping 
measures to modernize and correct language in other area of Act 22. 

Act 22 contains similar language as the Oregon State Law from over 40 years ago. I was trained and 
educated under the Oregon State Law that Act 22 mimics. This new law to Hawaii is not new to the 
education and licensing of Naturopathic Physicians. Language in this Law reflects similar language 
in other State Licensing Laws for Naturopathic Medicine. This Language of Law is in harmony with 
the accredited professional schools of Naturopathic Medicine and in harmony with the professional 
valid and reliable examination for the licensing of Naturopathic Physicians. The State board of 
naturopathic medicine has been conducting itself by Law and in its rules in harmony with this new 
law. The Board has been contracting with the professional valid and reliable examinations based upon 
this New Law which is the Old Law everywhere else. 



Act 22 may seem like a giant step for the State of Hawaii and it was. In one session, the State of 
Hawaii caught up to similar language of Law that is over 30 years old. In one session, the State of 
Hawaii took a giant step to make up for a 30 to 50 year lag. Last session, the State of Hawaii, in terms 
of Well ness and Natural health care, has entered the 21 Century. 

It is no secret that the State of Hawaii is in a critical health care delivery crisis suffering on one side 
from a shortage of physicians, nurses and other medical professionals and on the other side with, high 
rates of degenerative disease, newly emergent diseases, viral pandemics and escalating health care 
costs 

Federal Studies undertaken subsequent to the Federal Health Care Reform effort state that 50% of the 
health care dollar is wasted due to a lack of Well ness. Naturopathic Physicians are the leading 
medical expert providers in Wellness. Wellness is our Tradition. 

We envision a new era of health care delivery in Hawaii where the various medical professions 
work together. We believe that the Department of Health should work to incorporate and 
work with all licensed medical professionals. 

Not only in many Natural Disasters but also in sporting events like the Olympics, teams of 
"alternative" providers have served well, proving to be invaluable, in times of need. 

What used to be Alternative Medicine is not Integrative Medicine. 

On ever major health care controversy, the Natural Wellness Medicine has been 100% right and the 
AMAIDrug Company orthodox medical position has been proven wrong. We have brought about 
an evolution with the AMAIDrug Company orthodox medical practices by integrating Traditional 
Natural Medicine practices and principles. 

We have made giant strides in birthing, diet, nutrition, exercise, stop smoking, and other wellness 
programs. When I first came to Hawaii, diet and exercise was considered Quackery now it's State of 
the Art. 

The next three areas will be in Cancer care, Viral diseases and the Autism epidemic. 

As of a few years ago, 60% of cancer patients report to their MD that they are using natural medicine. 
40% of people across the board think that there is a treatment for cancer that the Government is 
suppressmg. This view is shared by 100% of pharmacists, physicians and drug companies "in the 
know" 

For example, the new antibody therapies making great improvements in patient care and outcome were 
developed in the 1930's. That's 70 years ago! 

The medical researchers and the drug companies knew in 1980 that adequate nutritional levels of 
Vitamin D3 would cut 50% of all cancers and improve cancer outcome for the rest. This was kept 
quiet for 30 years while the Drug companies tried to develop a drug analog that they could patient and 
profit. 

Natural Medicine has been providing low cost effective therapies for viral diseases for millennia. 



The Autism epidemic can be reversed and autism prevented with increased public safety laws 
prohibiting the use of mercury in medicine and dentistry. 

And above all there needs to be fundamental change in the Department of Health requiring the 
administration to work harmoniously with all licensed health care providers and NGOs. 
What the AMA can not undertake on its own due to Federal Anti-Trust Laws, they lobby the 
Legislature and the Governor offices for anti-competitive trade practices through regulation and 
licensing. 

Forty years ago the FTC busted the AMA anti-competitive trade practices directed against the 
psychologists. The Courts have also overturned anti-competitive trade practices by MD radiologists 
against Chiropractors. Naturopathic Medicine remains the main target of anti-competitive trade 
practices by the AMA, its sister organizations, e.g. HMA, physician within the Department of Health 
and other govemment officials. They carryon these anti-competitive trade practices through the 
Legislature and the Governor's office. These anti-competitive trade practice cost the State of Hawaii 
both money and lives. 

We, the people, the patients of the State of Hawaii, feel that it is time to usher in a new era of 
cooperation for Health Care Delivery in Hawaii. This new era was begun by the Legislature three 
decades ago with the integration of health care deliver services in the State Community Hospitals on 
the Big Island of Hawaii. Last year the Governor in her veto message requested new law to compel 
supervision of the Naturopathic Board in writing the Naturopathic Formulary by the boards of 
Pharmacy and Medicine/Osteopathic medicine. This has been proven to be a disaster for Article IX in 
the area of nursing. 

New law is not necessary for cooperation and communication amongst the various boards in 
DCCA all within the Governor's office. New Law is required to forbid anti competitive trade 
laws and government practices as a work around loop-hole for FTC violations. 

New Law is required to correct the ongoing anti-competitive Laws within the HRS. 

We would request that you recommit this bill to committee and amend the language by deleting 
everything in total and replacing the language of the bill, inserting and numbering as appropriate, with: 

All persons holding a valid license to practice Naturopathic Medicine in the State of Hawaii as of 
12-31-2009 will enjoy grandfathering rights for the practice of parenteral therapy and the 
parenteral use of medicines as of January 1,2010 and henceforth. 

Please review the following language for you consideration: 



§455-1 Definitions. As used in this chapter: 

"Behavioral medicine" means therapy techniques including biofeedback, relaxation training, 
hypnosis, mindfulness-based stress reduction, and cognitive therapy. 

"Board" means the board of naturopathic medicine. 

"Common diagnostic procedures" means the use of venipuncture consistent with the practice of 
naturopathic medicine, commonly used diagnostic modalities consistent with naturopathic practice, 
taking of health history, physical examination, radiography, laboratory medicine, and obtaining samples 
of human tissue as authorized as a minor office procedure. 

"Department" means the department of commerce and consumer affairs. 

"Diagnosis" means using all recognized and accepted physical and laboratory diagnostic procedures 
including the taking of blood for diagnostic purposes. 

"Disaster condition" means a sudden catastrophic event that overwhelms public order, causes loss of 
property or life, and exceeds or disrupts the capabilities of available medical resources to provide 
medical care within a community. 

"Homeopathic" means minute doses of substances that have been highly diluted and shaken 
according to standardized pharmaceutical methods. 

"Hygiene and immunization" means the use of preventative techniques including personal hygiene, 
asepsis, public health [, ailEl, te the e)(tellt allewea By rule], inclnding immunizations. 

"Legend drug" means any drug falling within section 503(b)(1) of the federal Food, Drug and 
Cosmetic Act and which is required to be labeled with the statement "Rx only". 

"Manual manipulation" or "mechanotherapy" means manipulation of a part or the whole of the body 
by hand or mechanical means. 

"Minor office procedures" means care and procedures relative to superficial lacerations, lesions, and 
abrasions, and the removal offoreign bodies located in superficial structures not including the eye; and 
the topical and parenteral use of substances consistent with the practice of naturopathic medicine, [in
aeeeraanee with rules establishea By the Beara.] 

"Naturopathic formulary" means vitamins, minerals, dietary supplements, botanical medicines, 
homeopathic medicines, hormones, and those legend drugs consistent with naturopathic medical 
practice. 

"Naturopathic medicine" means the practice of the art and science of diagnosis, prevention, and 
treatment of disorders of the body by support, stimulation, or both, of the natural processes of the 
human body includiug all natural medicines, natural procedures and natural therapeutic. The 
practice of naturopathic medicine includes the prescription, administration, dispensing, and use of 
nutrition and food science, physical modalities, manual manipulation, parenteral therapy, minor office 
procedures, naturopathic formulary, hygiene and immunization, contraceptive devices, common 
diagnostic procedures, and behavioral medicine of the type taught in education and training at 
naturopathic medical colleges; [previaea that the lise ef llarellteral ther3!JY ana perm_anee ef !HiRer 
effiee preeeallres shall Ret Be allewea lIIltil the Beara aaellts rules iR aeeeraanee v"ith eh3!Jter 91 
PllFSllant te seetieR 455 6.] 

"Naturopathic physician" means a person who holds a current license issued under this chapter to 
practice naturopathic medicine. 

"Nutrition and food science" means the prevention and treatment of disease or other human 



conditions through the use of diet. 

"Parenteral therapy" means the administration of substances by means other than through the 
gastrointestinal tract, including application to the skin or mucus membranes, intravenous, 
subcutaneous and intramuscular injection. 

"Physical modalities" means use of physical, chemical, electrical, and other means, including but 
not limited to heat, cold, air, light, including lasers, water in any of its forms, sound, massage, and 
therapeutic exercise. 

"Radiography" means the ordering of radiographic diagnostic and other imaging studies, including 
but not limited to computed tomography scans, x-rays, magnetic resonance imaging, positron emission 
tomography scans, and ultrasounds. The term also means and includes the taking and interpreting of x
rays. 

§455-4 State board of naturopathic medicine. The governor shall appoint the board of naturopathic 
medicine, consisting of five members. Each member shall be confirmed by the Senate and serve a 
two year term. Board members serve at the pleasure of the Senate. [antil the memeer's slleeessor 
is 1lflPoiHted and E):llalified]. Three members of the board, before appointment, shall have been licensed 
as a naturopathic physician in the State and two shall be public members. The members of the board 
may elect a chairperson and a vice-chairperson who shall each serve one year or until a successor is 
elected. 

§455-6 [§4SJ S.l] Powers and duties of board. In addition to other powers and duties authorized by 
law, the [Ha'Naii medieal] board shall have all the powers necessary or convenient to effectuate the 
purpose of this chapter, including, without limitation, the following powers: 

(I) To adopt rules, pursuant to chapter 91; and 

(2) To enforce this chapter and rules adopted pursuant thereto. 

(3) All persons holding a valid license to practice Naturopathic Medicine in the State of 
Hawaii as of 12-31-2009 will enjoy grandfathering rights for the practice of parenteral therapy 
and the parenteral use of medicines as of Januarv 1,2010 and henceforth. 

[ PaweFs ond outhaFity af the baoFd. In addition to any other powers and dlities authorized sy Ia'VI, 
the soard may: 

(1) Adopt and use a seal tose affilEed to alloffieial aets of the soard; 

(2) Adopt, amend, or repeal rules in aeeordanee with ehapter 91. [to earry olit the pllfJloses of this 
eh1lflter; pro'lided that all rules shall be appro'led by the gO'lemor and the direetor of eommeree and 
eonsllmer affairs; and provided further that the rules: 

(/.) May ferBid aets or praetises deemed sy the soard to se detrimental to the 
aeeomplishmeHt of the pllfJlose of this eh1lflter;] 

(B) Shall estalllish standards of praetiee, eare, and ethies; and 

(C) Shall establish the edHeation and training reE):uirements fer parenteral theriiflY and 
the standards to administer pareHteral therapy, and estalliish elEamination 
standards and reEJ:uire the passage of an elEamination on minor offiee proeedlires, 
vffiieh standards and reE):llirements shall take effeet after Deeemeer 31, 2999; 

(3) Develop standards fer lieensllFe; 

(4) lsslle, renew, sllspend, and revoke lieenses and fine lieensees; 



(5) Investigate and esnEiaet hearings regarding any vislatisn sf this ehajlter and allY rules sf the 
bsard; 

(6) MaiHtain a reesrd sf its prseeedings; 

(7) Annually or more frequently as required establish and publish a naturopathic formulary that 
has been approved by the board for prescription, administration, or dispensing by naturopathic 
physicians; and 

[(8) Ds a!! things neeessary te earry em: the funetiens, pewers, and dlities set ferth in this ehajlter. 1 
§455-11 [l)iseipline; gF9l1nds; flFgeeedings; heaFings. (a) In addi-tien ts any ether aetiens 

amherized by law, the beard sha!! have the pewer te deny, reveke, slispend, er refuse te renew any 
lieense ts praetiee natillepathie medieine ajlplied fer er isslied by the bsard in aeeerdanee with this 
ehapter, and te fine sr sthervrise diseipline a lieensee fer any ealise a1ltflerized by law, inelliding bm: net 
limites te the fs!!ewing: 

(1) PreeliFing, ef aiding er abetting in preeliFing, a eriminal abertien; 

(2) Emplsying any persen te ssliei-t patients; 

(3) Obtaining a fee en the assliFanee thet a manifestly ineliFable sisease ean be peITBaneHtly elired; 

(4) Betraying a patieHt's eenfidenee; 

(5) Making any IiHtmthful ans iFBflrsbable statement in advertising sne's natillspathle praetiee er 
blisiness; 

(6) False, fraliEialeHt, sr seeeptive advertising; 

(7) Being habiruates ts the 6l[eessive lise efsmgs sr aleehsl; er being assietes te, depenseHt en, sr 
an habi-tlial liser sf a nareetie, barbiffirate, arBflhetamine, ha!!lieinsgen, er sther dreg having similar 
effeets; 

(8) Praetieing natliFepathie mesieine while the ability ts praetiee is iFBflaires by aleshsl, drug, 
physieal disability, sr meHtal instability; 

(9) PreeliFing a lieense threligh fraliS, misfeflreseHtatien, sr seeeit sr Imswingly fleITBitting an 
lIDlieenses flersen te flerfeITB aetivi-ties reEj:liiring a lieense; 

(1 Q) Prefessienal miseenEiaet sr gress earelessness sr manifest ineaflaeity in the praetiee ef 
natliFspathie medieine; 

(11) CenEiast er prastiee esntrary te reeegnizes stansard ef ethies efthe natliFeflathie flrefessisn; 

(12) Using medieal sel'yiee er treatmeHt vAlieh is inajlflrsflriate sr wmeeessary; 

(13) Soomitting ts sr filing with the bears any netiee, statemeHt, sr ether seeliFBeHt reEj:liireSlIDser 
this ehaflter vihieh is false er lIDtrIie sr esHtains any material misstatemeHt sf fast; 

(14) FailliFe te reflsrt ts the beard any diseiplinary aetien taken against the lieensee in ansther 
jliFisdietien v".ithin thirty days after the diseifllinary aetisn beeemes final; 

(15) Using the title "physieian" vrithslit elearly identifying sneself as being a natliFeflathle 
physieian; 

(16) Preseribing, administering, and dispensing natilleflathie feITBlilary that are net inellided in the 
fermulary established by the beard lIDder seetien 455 6; and 

(17) Vislatisn efany pfsvisien efthis ehapter sr rules adsflted lIDder this ehajlter. 



(b) fillY fiHe iffifJssea sy the ssara after a hearing iH aeesraanee with ehaflter 91 shall se HS less 
than $§QQ ana HS msre than $IQ,QQQ fer eaeh yislatisH. 

§4S3 8.2 ] Disciplinary action. (a) In addition to any other actions authorized by law, in 
disciplining a licensee in a proceeding held in confonnity with chapter 91, the board may impose one 
or more of the following sanctions: 

(1) Place the licensee on probation, including conditions of probation 

(2) Suspend the license; 

(3) Revoke the license; 

(4) Fine the licensee, including assessment against the licensee of the costs of the disciplinary 
proceedings. Any fine imposed by the board after a hearing in accordance with chapter 91 shall be not 
less than $500 and not more than $5,000 for each violation, exclusive of the costs of the disciplinary 
proceedings; 

(5) Censure or reprimand. 

(b) Unless otherwise expressly provided, the actions, remedies. or penalties provided by this 
chapter are cumulative to each other and to the actions. remedies, or penalties available under all other 
laws of this State. 

We ask you to hold this bill for amendments and reconsideration by the Committee and placing it on 
the joint Committee calendar for rehearing the bill with the above language of your choice. 

Respectfully 

Dr. Myron Berney, ND LAc 
naturalcancerwellness.com 



From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Myron Berney [myberney@hotmail.com] 
Tuesday, February 02, 2010 9:28 PM 
HTHTestimony 

Subject: Errata: on SB 2487 testimony 

Follow Up Flag: Follow up 
Flag Status: Flagged 

Errata: on SB 2487 testimony 
Dr. Myron Berney 

naturalcancerwellness.com 
Committees on HLT CPN 

February 3, 2010 @ 3:00PM Room 16 
SB 2489 

HTHTestimony@Capitol.hawaii.gov 

On page 2 of 7 the text should read 

What used to be Alternative Medicine is now Integrative Medicine. 

The word "now" was mistakenly typed as "not" 

Please read the testimony as 

What used to be Alternative Medicine is now Integrative Medicine. 

Thank you very much, 

Dr. Myron Berney, ND LAc 
naturalcancerwellness.com 

Hotmail: Trusted email with Microsoft's powerful SPAM protection. Sign up now. 
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-From: steelsmith@hawaii.rr.com 
Sent: 
To: 

Monday, February 01, 2010 8:51 PM 
HTHTestimony 

Subject: vote AGAINST SB 2489 

From: Dr. Laurie Steelsmith N.D., L.Ac. 
438 Hobron Lane, Suite V-3 
Honolulu, HI 96815 

February 1, 2010 

To: David Ige, Chair, Josh Green, M.D., Vice Chair, and other Esteemed Members of the Senate 
Committee on Health 

Re: Please Vote AGAINST SB 2489 Relating to Naturopathic Medicine (The hearing on this bill 
is scheduled for Wednesday, February 3, 2010 at 3:00 p.m. in Conference Rm. 016) 

Dear David Ige, Chair, Josh Green, M.D., Vice Chair, and Members of the Commi~tee, 

I am a licensed naturopathic physician and acpuncturist practicing in Hawaii since 1993. 
I am requesting that you please vote AGAINST S8 2489 relating to naturopathic medicine. This 
bill would reduce the quality of healthcare in Hawaii by removing the authority of the board 
of naturopathic medicine to establish important standards for the naturopathic profession. 
Only the board of naturopathic medicine has the appropriate awareness of issues specific to 
the practice of naturopathic medicine to act with authority in this regard. It is the natural 
duty of the naturopathic board to regulate naturopathic physicians, and it would be 
inappropriate to allow any other group or entity to do so. 

Hawaii's naturopathic physicians are more than sufficiently trained to practice under our 
existing law. They have extensive training at nationally accredited naturopathic medical 
schools, and are licensed as primary care physicians who diagnose and treat disease. Last 
year's modernization of Hawaii's naturopathic medicine law has finally allowed our 
naturopathic physicians to practice according to their training, and according to standards 
that have long been honored in other states. 

Last year the citizens of Hawaii resoundingly demanded legislative changes that give them 
greater access to quality naturopathic care. Hawaii's naturopathic physicians are a valuable 
part of our healthcare system, uniquely qualified to work with other types of health 
professionals to provide integrative healthcare. 
S8 2489 would undermine the value of last year's modernization of our naturopathic law, have 
dire consequences for the practice of naturopathic medicine in Hawaii, and significantly 
reduce the overall quality of healthcare available in our state. Please vote against S8 2489. 

Sincerely, 
Dr. Laurie Steel smith N.D., L.Ac. 
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Dear Sen. Ige, Chair, Sen Green, Vice Chair and Committee Members, 

I am a Hawaii resident, a physician retired from Kaiser and a concerned citizen. I am 

writing to strongly urge your opposition to S.B. No. 2489 as it relates to naturopathic 

medicine. 

Naturopathic physicians have extensive medical training at naturopathic medical schools. 

Last year, the Hawaii State naturopathic law was modernized to better reflect their scope 

of practice. SB 2489 aims to remove these improvements. In my view, this was very 

appropriate, and represented legislation which served as a model for other states. 

With the current state of the economy, many physicians are leaving our state. As general 

practitioners who are licensed in Hawaii as primary care physicians, naturopathic 

physicians are truly an invaluable part of our healthcare system. Other types of doctors 

are overwhelmed with the current demand, often making it difficult for patients to receive 

even basic medical care. Restricting naturopathic physicians from being able to practice 

according to their training will decrease the quality of health care available to the citizens 

of this state. 

Naturopathic physicians have a definite role in caring for people. They are quite popular, 

never practice outside of their guidelines, and serve a function that is not always being 

served by MD/OD practitioners. 

Thank you for your consideration. Please Oppose SB 2489. 

Sincerely yours, 

Thomas A. Nestor, M.D. 

94-516 Hokuliilii St. 

Mililani, Hi 96789 



e--
From: 
Sent: 

Vince K. Yamashiroya [yamashirv002@hawaiiantel.netj 
Tuesday, February 02, 20103:53 PM 

To: HTHTestimony 
Subject: S82489 RELATING TO NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE 

Wednesday, February 3,2010,3:00 p.m., Conference Room 016 

To: Senate Committee on Health 
Senator David Y. Ige, Chair 
Senator Josh Green, M.D., Vice Chair 

From: Vince Yamashiroya, MD 
1010 South King Street, Suite 105 
Honolulu, HI 96814 

Re: S82489 RELATING TO NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE 

In Support 

Chairs and Committee Members: 

I support S82489 Relating to Naturopathic Medicine . 

••• 
Facts to consider: 
(For more resources contact HMA at info@hmaonline.net or 536-7702 ext. 110, or visit www.cnme.org ) 

No entrance exam, such as the Medical College Admissions Test is required of applicants to schools of naturopathy. 
Naturopathic doctors (NDs) are required to complete just 2 years of basic science and 2 years of clinical training 
(minimum of only 850 clock hours in patient care over a 2-year period). Post-graduate ND training is required in only one 
state (Utah - 1 year). 

There are 36 states that do not license NDs. South Carolina and Tennessee expressly prohibit the practice of 
naturopathy. Florida abolished its naturopath licensing laws in 1959, and in 2004 a legislative committee concluded that 
an expanded scope might be harmful. Several other states, including Texas and Virginia, have abolished previous 
naturopathy licensure provisions. Of the 14 states that do license NDs (plus the District of Columbia), most have 
continuing education requirements, while Hawaii does not. 

NDs are required to take just 7-11 credits of pharmacology. While 11 other states allow some sort of prescriptive authority 
for NDs, most are much more limited than in Hawaii and many require some type of physician involvement, whether at the 
board level or at the individual practitioner level. Only Oregon comes close to the amount of authority allowed in Hawaii. 
For comparison in Hawaii, a joint formulary advisory committee for APRNs requires representation by MDs and/or DOs, 
while the naturopathic board has no representation at this level of expertise. 

Additionally, Medicare does not reimburse for naturopathic services, and Hawaii Medicaid, which typically follows 
Medicare coverage, will not likely add it to the list of covered services. (ND scope of practice cannot adequately address 
access to care for the Medicare and Medicaid population.) 

Please feel free to forward this message to any of your colleagues and non-physician contacts who may also be 
interested in supporting this bill to protect patient safety. 

Thank you. 

Vince Yamashiroya, M.D., FAAP 
General Pediatrics in Private Practice and Clinical Associate Professor of Pediatrics at the University of Hawaii 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Follow Up Flag: 
Flag Status: 

SB2489 

Elizabeth Chen Christenson [chimedical@hawaiLrr.com] 
Tuesday, February 02, 2010 12:09 PM 
HTHTestimony 
PLEASE SUPPORT SB2489 Relating to Naturopathic Medicine 

Follow up 
Flagged 

Edward B. Christenson, MD, DABA 
February 2, 2010 
TO: The Honorable David Y. Ige, Chair, the Honorable Josh Green, M.D., Vice Chair, and other 
Distinguished Members of the Senate Committee on Health 

RE: PLEASE SUPPORT 582489 Relating to Naturopathic Medicine (Hearing scheduled for 
Wednesday, February 3,2010 at 3:00 p.m. in Conference Room 016) 

Dear David Ige, Chair, Josh Green, M.D., Vice Chair, and Members of the Cormnittee, 

I am writing to strongly urge your support for SB2489 relating to naturopathic medicine. 

I am a physician and I oppose Naturopathic Doctors being allowed to prescribe medications on SB 2489 
because I believe that they lack adequate training to do so safely. 
The original bill SB 420 was presented basically as a way to change the name of the board of Naturopathy to 
the board of Naturopathic medicine and to authorize rules and to authorize temporary license to licensed out
of-state naturopathic physicians in a declared public health emergency. 

During the legislative process, there was I believe a totally unwarranted expansion of the scope of practice for 
naturopathic physicians including being able to prescribe any medicine determined to be ok by the board of 
Naturopathic Medicine. I do not think that the naturopathic physicians on the board of Naturopathic Medicine 
have the knowledge or training to make these kinds of determinations. I do not think that they should be able to 
determine what drugs they can prescribe. I think prescribing medicines is the practice of medicine and not the 
practice of naturopathic medicine. 

A look at the formulary approved by the Naturopathic Board and in effect from Jan 1, 2010 is frightening in its 
scope and possible danger to patients. It includes but is not limited to: for example: all Hormones, Antibiotics, 
Anti-tuberculosis agents, Anti-malarial agents, Anti-viral agents, Oral and topical steroids, Anti-coagulant 
agents, Anti-hypertensive agents, 
Anti-depressants, all Anti-diabetic agents and Medical Gas. 

The list is frightful because of the breadth of often very complex medical problems that are being treated by 
people with less practical drug knowledge than a fourth year allopathic medical student and certainly less than 
any doctor who has done a residency in primary care. 
I believe the legislature accepted as fact that naturopathic medical education is substantially equivalent to 
allopathic medical education in the knowledge of drug - this is simply not true. 
Allopathic medical students spend their last two years doing diagnosis of disease and drug therapy while 
naturopathic medical student spent their time doing naturopathic therapy which do not include leaming drug 
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prescription. Even if the first two years is equivalent (a fact not in evidence) the last two years emphasize 
different path. 

Many of these drugs on the formulary are very potent and in no way benign. The risks and side effect are 
substantial and required years of supervision and experience which Naturopathic school and training did not 
adequately provide. The potential for misuse ofthese drugs is enormous, with real risk to the public health such 
as development of drug resistant to microbes including TB or AIDS, just to name a few. If naturopathic 
physicians prescribe drugs, the safety goes down and the cost of medical care in Hawaii will increase. 

I urge you to overcome the defects of SB 420 by supporting SB 2489. 

Edward Christenson, MD, DABA 
Kailua 
MDl2303 
============================================================== 
Confidentiality Notice: 
This e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of 
the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged information. 
Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. 
If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail 
and destroy all copies of the original message. 
============================================================== 
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From: 
Sent: 

Tamar & Chris Hoffmann [cdthoffmann@hawaiianteLnet] 
Tuesday, February 02, 2010 11:19 PM 

To: HTHTestimony 
Subject: Senate bill S82489 

To: Senate Committee on Health 
Senator David Y. 1ge, Chair 
Senator Josh Green MD, Vice Chair 

RE: PLEASE SUPPORT S82489 Relating to Naturopathic Medicine 

Dear David. Y, Ige, Chair, Josh Green MD, vice Chair, and Members of the Senate Committee on 
Health: 

I am a physician practicing primary care n Honolulu, writing to strongly urge your support for 
S82489 relating to naturopathic medicine. This bill would protect the people of Hawaii from 
unrestricted prescriptive authority by naturopaths. 

As several of my colleagues have already explained, the training of the naturopathic providers is 
insufficient for the task of prescribing pharmaceutical agents. In addition, since naturopathic providers 
do not have the crucial practical experience gained in several years of rigorous training "in the field", 
they are not prepared, and do not qualify for the responsibility of prescribing pharmaceutical agents, 
as well as performing minor surgical procedures. Allowing them to perform these services without the 
necessary training and experience will expose our community to an unacceptable risk. 
I fully support including the naturopathic providers in the primary care network utilizing their 
knowledge of natural supplements, and dietary measures, and invite you to explore how using their 
knowledge in these fields can contribute to the health of our community. I believe that in order to best 
serve our community, both MDs and NDs should do what they do best. 

Thank you for your consideration for support to S82489. 

Sincerely yours, 

Tamar Hoffmann MD 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

TESTIMONY 

James Rudosky Uim@rudoskyagency.com] 
Tuesday, February 02, 20103:55 PM 
HTHTestimony 
Informed Hawaii Resident in SUPPORT of S82489 

TO: The Honorable David Y. Ige, Chair, the Honorable Josh Green, M.D., Vice Chair, and other 
Distinguished Members of the Senate Committee on Health 

FR: James C. Rudosky, Informed Hawaii Resident in SUPPORT of 582489 
7014 Niumalu Loop, Honolulu, HI 
February 2, 2010 

Dear David Ige, Chair, Josh Green, M.D., Vice Chair, and Members of the Committee 

I am writing to strongly urge your SUPPORT to 582489 relating to naturopathic medicine. This 
bill would help protect Hawaii residents from the dangers of naturopaths having prescriptive 
rights for many medications they are untrained and inexperienced to prescribe. 

It can be easy for a patient to assume that when a practitioner is a "doctor" he or she has 
the knowledge to provide the full range of primary care. However, naturopathic practitioners 
(who are not medical doctors but allowed to be called doctors in Hawaii) lack the training to 
dispense prescriptive medications. In addition, members of the board of naturopathic 
medicine, as it is now constituted with naturopaths and public members who support 
naturopathic medicine, lacks the objectivity, training and experience to have authority to 
decide the formulary for naturopathic practitioners. Naturopaths should NOT be given the 
ability to prescribe the wide range of drugs which has been suggested, to include hormones; 
antibiotics; pain control agents; dermatologicals; ophthalmic, otic, and respiratory agents; 
gastrointestinal and cardiovascular agents; renal and genitourinary agents; psychotherapeutic 
agents (including antidepressants); endocrine and metabolic agents. Treating the conditions 
indicated by the use of these medications is beyond the training of naturopaths. 

I have seen a trend where naturopaths are trying to blur the distinction between themselves 
and medical doctors. While this goal may be beneficial for naturopaths, it provides no 
benefit to Hawaii residents. At best, it will put a patient in the hands of a practitioner 
who is untrained to treat the patient's condition and at worst will cause the patient harm by 
wasting time that could be spent on truly beneficial treatments. 

One of Hawaii's most public naturopaths told me that one of her naturopathic colleagues 
recommended a regimen of nutritional supplements to treat a state III prostate cancer patient 
of hers. As she spoke, she shook her head in disgust that something so wrong would be 
recommended. She ended her story by saying that she wouldn't bother to report it to the 
board of naturopathic medicine because she knew they wouldn't take action. 

I have had personal experience with a naturopathic practitioner who purported that his 
special diet could cure hundreds of maladies, from Parkinson's disease to yeast infections. 
It's really quite preposterous. 

Having a group of medical practitioners in the state that use the title "doctor" yet lack the 
training of a medical doctor and are not adequately supervised creates opportunities for 
great harm to patients. Providing naturopaths with prescriptive capabilities, especially for 
such a wide range of drugs and through the board of naturopathic medicine has the potential 
to be dangerous to patients. 
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While naturopaths may have training at nationally accredited naturopathic schools, and are 
licensed in Hawaii as primary care physicians this doesn't mean that they are competent to 
have prescriptive responsibilities, especially without guidance from medical professionals 
who have the appropriate training and experience. 

It is worth noting that naturopaths are required to complete just 2 years of basic science 
and 2 years of clinical training. I respectfully ask that the Senate Committee on Health 
consider that there are 36 states that do not license naturopaths. South Carolina and 
Tennessee expressly prohibit the practice of naturopathy. Florida abolished its naturopath 
licensing laws in 1959. Several other states, including Texas and Virginia, have abolished 
.naturopathy licensure provisions. Of the 14 states that do license naturopaths (plus the 
District of Columbia), most have continuing education requirements, while Hawaii does not. 
Finally, naturopaths are required to take just 7-11 credits of pharmacology. 

While naturopaths like to say that providing them with prescriptive authority will improve 
primary care in Hawaii, the fact is that there is not a shortage of primary care physicians 
in Hawaii, but rather a shortage of some specialists. In addition, since Medicare, Medicaid, 
HMSA, HMAA, Kaiser and other health plans do not cover naturopathic care, few patients would 
seek primary care through a naturopath, and would be even less likely to want a naturopath to 
treat the complicated chronic conditions which would be indicated by the drugs mentioned 
above. 

Truthfully, naturopaths are trained in vitamin therapies, not the full range of modalities 
taught to medical doctors. I ask the committee to please protect Hawaii consumers and 
patients from the growing perception that naturopaths are medical doctors. Extending 
prescriptive rights and doing so through the board of naturopathic medicine would be a great 
disservice to the public for the benefit of a handful of naturopathic practitioners. 

One local naturopath has written that, "naturopathic physicians are an invaluable part of our 
healthcare system. As the most highly trained of healthcare practitioners in preventive 
medicine, they are uniquely qualified to collaborate with other healthcare professionals in 
providing truly complimentary and integrative healthcare." The only way naturopaths can be a 
complement to Hawaii's health care system is under the supervision of trained medical 
doctors, not a naturopathic board made up of naturopaths and a few sympathetic lay people. I 
am in SUPPORT of 582489 which would prevent the board of naturopathic medicine from having 
formulary responsibilities for naturopaths and I am also opposed to naturopaths having 
prescriptive rights. Improperly prescribed, these medications can cause harm, perhaps even 
deaths, among Hawaii's trusting patient population. 

Respectfully, 

Jim Rudosky 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 

elizabeth elliott [elizabeth.elliott.nd@gmail,com] 
Monday, February 01, 2010 10:01 PM 
HTHTestimony 

Subject: Re: vote AGAINST S8 2489 

From: Dr. Elizabeth Elliott N.D., L.Ac. 
438 Hobron Lane, Suite V-3 
Honolulu, HI 96815 

February 1 , 2010 

To: David Ige, Chair, Josh Green, MD., Vice Chair, and Other Esteemed Members 
of the Senate Committee on Health 

Re: Please Vote AGAINST S8 2489 Relating to Naturopathic Medicine (The hearing 
on this bill is scheduled for Wednesday, February 3, 2010 at 3:00 p.m. in 
Conference Rm. 016) 

Dear David Ige, Chair, Josh Green, M.D., Vice Chair, and Members of the 
Committee, 

I am a licensed naturopathic phYSician and acpuncturist practicing in Hawaii. 
I am requesting that you please vote AGAINST S8 2489 relating to naturopathic medicine. 
This bill would 
reduce the quality of healthcare in Hawaii by removing the authority of the 
board of naturopathic medicine to establish important standards for the 
naturopathic profession. Only the board of naturopathic medicine has the 
appropriate awareness of issues specific to the practice of naturopathic 
medicine to act with authority in this regard. It is the natural duty of the 
naturopathic board to regulate naturopathic physicians, and it would be 
inappropriate to allow any other group or entity to do so. 

Hawaii's naturopathic physicians are more than sufficiently trained to practice 
under our existing law. They have extensive training at nationally accredited 
naturopathic medical schools, and are licensed as primary care physiCians who _ 
diagnose and treat disease. Last year's modernization of Hawaii's naturopathic 
medicine law has finally allowed our naturopathic phYSicians to practice 
according to their training, and according to standards that have long been 
honored in other states. . 

Last year the citizens of Hawaii resoundingly demanded legislative changes that 
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give them greater access to quality naturopathic care. Hawaii's naturopathic 
physiCians are a valuable part of our healthcare system, uniquely qualified to 
work with other types of health professionals to provide integrative healthcare. 
SB 2489 would undermine the value of last year's modernization of our 
naturopathic law, have dire consequences for the practice of naturopathic 
medicine in Hawaii, and significantly reduce the overall quality of healthcare 
available in our state. Please vote against SB 2489. 

Sincerely, 
Dr. Elizabeth Elliott N.D., L.Ac. 
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Darrow M. Hand, N.D. 
1413 Ward Avenue - B 

Honolulu, HI 96822 
February 2,2010 

TESTIMONY BEFORE SENATE HEALTH COMMITTEE 

RE: OPPOSITION TO SB2489, Relating to Naturopathic Medicine scheduled for 
Wednesday, February 3,2010 at 3:00 PM, Conference Room 016. 

Dear Honorable David Y. Ige, Chair, 
Honorable Josh Green, M.D, Vice Chair 
and other distinguished Members of the Senate Committee on Health, 

I am Dr. Darrow Hand, a licensed naturopathic physician in the State of Hawai'i, and I 
am writing to strongly urge your OPPOSITION of SB2489 as it relates to naturopathic 
medicine. 

Last year the legislature heeded the overwhelming support of the citizens of Hawai'i to 
pass SB420 SD2, HD2 to modernize the naturopathic medicine law such that our scope 
of practice was more in line with our training. SB2489 seeks to eliminate this 
modernization. 

Naturopathic physicians attend four-year, graduate level programs at institutions 
recognized by the U.S. Department of Education. Naturopathic medical schools provide 
the same foundational coursework as conventional medical schools. In addition, 
naturopathic programs provide extensive education unique to our treatment approach, 
emphasizing disease prevention and wellness. Some of our coursework includes: 
clinical nutrition, botanical medicine, pharmacology, parenteral therapies, physical 
medicine, lifestyle counseling and stress management, natural childbirth, minor office 
procedures and monitoring nutrient/drug/herb interactions. 

The Board of Naturopathic Medicine in Hawai'i adopted a formulary on January 1, 2010. 
Prior to this, similar and broader formularies were adopted in other western states, such 
as Washington, Oregon, Arizona, California, Utah and Montana. Naturopathic doctors 
provide primary care and need to have access to medications commonly used in such 
care. The Hawai'i naturopathic formulary does not include any controlled substances. 

While it is true that many patients select naturopathic care based on their desire to 
avoid or reduce use of legend drugs, a drug may be the best choice for their care at 
certain times. Naturopathic physicians are trained to recognize the indications, efficacy 
and potential side effects of all drugs a patient is on. 

Naturopathic doctors have been administering natural substances including vitamins, 
minerals and amino acids subcutaneously, intramuscularly and intravenously for years. 
Injections of natural substances are beneficial for immune enhancement, correcting 
nutrient deficiencies, eliminating toxic substances such as heavy metals (eg, mercury) 
and more. Naturopathic physicians provide a valuable service to public health and 
safety by offering this treatment. 



The scope of practice for Naturopathic Medicne was expanded last year to include 
parenteral therapy, minor office procedures and for the Board of Naturopathic Medicine 
to develop a prescription formulary. Opposition of 582489 would allow naturopathic 
physicians to continue to practice primary care medicine as we are trained to. Please 
Oppose SB2489. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 

Sincerely yours, 
Darrow Hand, ND 



From: 
Sent: 
To: 

steve dubey [dr.dubey@hawaiiantel.net] 
Tuesday, February 02, 2010 3:48 PM 
HTHTestimony 

Subject: Written Testimony opposing S8 2489 

From: 
Dr Steven Dubey ND LAc 
3093 Akahi St 
Lihue, Kauai, HI 96766 
dr.dubey@hawaiiantel.net 
(808) 639-0502 ( cell) 

WRITTEN TESTIMONY FOR SENATE HEALTH COMMITTEE 

The Honorable David Y. Ige, Chair 

The Honorable Josh Green, M.D., Vice Chair 

SB2489, Relating to Naturopathic Medicine 

For a hearing scheduled Wednesday February 3, 2010 at 3:00 PM, Conference Room 016. 

February 2, 2010 

Honorable Chair Ige, Vice Chair Green and Members of the Committee: 

I am Dr.Steven Dubey, licensed naturopathic physician and acupuncturist, rpracticing on Kauai. I have served 
on the Naturopathic Board of Examiners, and I am a member of the Hawaii Society of Naturopathic Physicians 
(HSNP). I have maintained a busy Naturopathic Medical practice since 1981 in Lihue. I work integratively with 
numerous health practitioners on the island, both giving and receiving patient referrals. Many of my medical 
colleagues refer me their "difficult cases", when treatments with drugs and surgery do no reach a desired 
outcome. Many of my patients come to me for a complementary approach, to augment or enhance their health, 
with a variety of complaints .. Many patients refer to me as their primary care provider, preferring natural 
medicines as their primary care. 

THE MODERN NATUROPATHIC DOCTOR OF 2010 IS A PRIMARY CARE PROVIDER. 

I appeal to you on behalf of the people of Hawaii, and to your common sense for OPPOSITION of SB2489. 

Last year the legislature passed SB420 SD2, HD2 Relating to Naturopathic Medicine which was subsequently 
vetoed by Governor Linda Lingle and then overridden during special session by the Senate with a vote of25 
ayes to 0 noes with one reservation, and by the House with 45 ayes to 2 noes, with 4 excused to create Act 22 
on 7-15-2009. Act 22 amends chapter 455 of the Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS 455) to modernize the 
naturopathic medicines scope of practice to include parenteral therapy, minor office procedures and for the 
Board of Naturopathic Medicine to develop a prescription formulary. 
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Miles Greenberg, NO 

3093 Akahi Street 

Lihue, HI 96766 

808-245-2277 
January 31, 2010 

Hawaii State Senate 
The Twenty-fifth Legislature 
Regular Session 2010 

RE: SB2489 
Relating to Naturopathic Medicine 

To: Chairman David Y. Ige, Vice Chair Josh Green, MD and other 
Committee on Health members: 

I am a full time practicing naturopathic physician on Kauai for almost 20 
years. Naturopathic physicians and their 
supporters worked diligently to override the Governor's veto ofthe 
Modernization Bill for Naturopathic 
physicians (referred to Act 22). I am in opposition ofthis bill. 

Apparently, the Hawaii Medical Association did not counter our lawmakers 
last session about the amendments that were added to 455, HRS. Their 
testimony was painfully antiquated and the only dissenting opinion. Now, 
they want to strip our parenteral routes of administration, minor procedures 
and prescriptive priveleges as well as the powers and authority of the Board 
of Naturopathic Medicine. 

How can this be? We have a noted shortfall of able bodied health care 
providers in this State and we have an unprecedented safety record as well 



Karen Tan, ND, MAcOM, LAc. 
320 Ward Ave, Suite 105 

Honolulu, HI 96814 
(808) 591-8778 

TESTIMONY BEFORE SENATE HEALTH COMMITTEE 
The Honorable David Y. Ige, Chair 

The Honorable Josh Green, M.D., Vice Chair 

SB 2489, Relating to Naturopathic Medicine 

For a hearing scheduled Wednesday February 3,2010 at 3:00 PM, Conference Room 
016. 

February 1,2010 

Chair Ige, Vice Chair Green and Members of the Committee: 

I am Dr. Karen Tan, licensed naturopathic physician and acupuncturist and have been in 
private practice in Honolulu since 1995. I am testifying in OPPOSITION to SB 2489. 

Last year the legislature passed SB420 SD2, HD2 Relating to Naturopathic Medicine 
which was subsequently vetoed by Governor Linda Lingle and then overridden during 
special session by the Senate with a vote of 25 ayes to 0 noes with one reservation and by 
the House with 45 ayes to 2 noes, with 4 excused to create Act 22 on 7-15-2009. Act 22 
amends chapter 455 of the Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS 455) to modernize the 
naturopathic medicines scope of practice to include parenteral therapy, minor office 
procedures and for the Board of Naturopathic Medicine to develop a prescription 
formulary. 

SB 2489 seeks to eliminate this modernization ofHRS 455. 

A more detailed explanation of the specific modernization aspects ofHRS 455 are 
presented below. 

The Board of Naturopathic Medicine's formulary adoption: 

The formulary adopted by the Board of Naturopathic Medicine on 111110 reflects one 
adopted by the California Bureau of Naturopathic Medicine in 2007. That formulary was 
developed over.a two year period by a panel of two naturopathic doctors, two 
allopathic/medical doctors and two pharmacists. Similar and broader formularies were 
adopted many years ago in other western states, such as Washington, Oregon, Arizona, 
Utah and Montana. It is a formulary that reflects the fact that naturopathic doctors 
provide primary care, and need to have access to medications, which are commonly used 



in such care. The Hawaii naturopathic formulary does not include any controlled 
substances, or any medications, which are generally prescribed by specialists, such as 
oncologists, neurologists, and cardiologists. 

In preparation for the California Bureau's report, the Bureau contacted the licensing 
agencies for each of the states that allow NDs to prescribe. None of the states reported 
any patient harm or disciplinary action due to ND prescribing. In addition, the states were 
not aware of any civil actions against NDs for prescribing. 

The California Bureau also contacted NCMIC Insurance Company. NCMIC insures NDs 
in all of the licensing states and also insures the naturopathic medical schools. In a letter 
to the Bureau dated June 7, 2006, NCMIC stated: "In the five years that NCMIC has been 
insuring Naturopathic Physicians and the colleges, we have never opened a claim against 
a Naturopathic Physician involving prescription medications." 

Additionally, the Bureau contacted Jury Verdicts Northwest (JVN) to see ifthere were 
any civil actions filed against a licensed ND. JVN covers both Oregon and Washington, 
the two states with the greatest number ofNDs and that have been licensing NDs for a 
considerable length of time (since 1919 and 1927, respectively). JVN responded "Upon 
reviewing cases contained in Jury Verdicts Northwest's database we found no cases 
against naturopaths for prescription negligence, or for that matter our database contained 
no cases against naturopaths at all."i 

Naturopathic Medical School Pharmacological Education 

1. Naturopathic medical students are required to lean about all classes of 
pharmaceutical agents, regardless of their ability to prescribe them under various 
state laws. 

2. A typical program includes 72 hours of classroom education with principles of 
pharmacodynamics, side effects and therapeutic uses of legend or prescription 
drugs. There are also many additional hours in gynaecology, urology, cardiology, 
ermatology etc where prescription medications are discussed. A minimum of 
1200 hours of clinical training are also part of our training. This compares 
favorably with the didactic education for other medical professionals with legend 
drug prescription rights. 

3. Pharmacology is also an integral part of the Naturopathic Physicians Licensing 
Examination (NPLEX). NPLEX consists of extensive clinical case summaries for 
which the candidate must answer a series of questions relevant to diagnosis and 
treatment for each case. 

4. Naturopathic physicians are trained to recognize the indications, efficacy and 
potential side effects of all drugs a patient is on whether they can prescribe them 
or not, since many patients come in already taking medications. In all teaching 



clinics, assessment of the patient history includes an evaluation of their current 
pharmacological treatments. 

Parenteral Therapies 

1. Naturopathic doctors licensed in Hawaii and nationwide have been administering 
natural substances including vitamins, minerals and amino acids subcutaneously, 
intramuscularly and intravenously (ie parenterally) for over 20 years. The 
naturopathic governing statute, HRS 455 prior to 2009 stated naturopathic doctors 
may use the" ... natural methods or modalities, together with natural or 
homeopathic medicines, natural foods, and herbs, and nature's remedies of the 
type taught in education and training at naturopathic medical colleges." Because 
injection routes are taught in naturopathic medical colleges, doctors had chosen in 
the past to safely utilize these effective methods. 

2. In 1984, the Board governing naturopathic physicians issued an opinion that the 
injection of vitamins was within our scope of practice. There has not been one 
case of misuse or harm caused by these methods reported to the state licensing 
board or the state member society. In addition, naturopathic malpractice 
insurance companies insure practitioners using these techniques. The largest 
insurance companies offering malpractice insurance have not received one 
malpractice claim throughout the nation against a naturopathic physician for the 
misuse of injection methods. 

3. There were no complaints brought to the Board of Naturopathic Examiners in 
regard to the use of these injectable natural medicines by naturopathic physicians 
during this time. In 2006, the legislature approved HBl155 which clarified that 
naturopathic physicians have the authority to administer natural medicines by 
injection, although the bill was vetoed by the Governor. 

Vitamin, mineral, and amino acid injections are very beneficial for a variety of health 
conditions, including immune enhancement, correcting nutrient deficiencies, and 
eliminating toxic substances such as heavy metals (lead, mercury, etc.). Naturopathic 
physicians provide a valuable service to public health and safety by offering this 
treatment. Opposition to SB2489 would allow naturopathic physicians to continue to 
practice primary care medicine as they are trained to. 

Sincerely 

Karen Tan, ND., MAcOM, LAc. 



From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Allison Bachlet [drallisonbachlet@gmail.comj 
Monday, February 01, 20104:04 PM 
HTHTestimony 

Subject: senate committee on health 

Dear Sen. Ige, Chair, Sen Green, Vice Chair and Committee Members, 

I am a Naturopathic Physician and Hawaii resident who has benefited greatly from Naturopathic Medicine, 
writing to strongly urge your opposition to S.B. No. 2489 as it relates to naturopathic medicine. 

Naturopathic physicians have extensive medical training at naturopathic medical schools. Last year, the Hawai'i 
State naturopathic law was modernized to better reflect their scope of practice. SB 2489 aims to remove these 
improvements. 

With the current state of the economy, many physicians are leaving our state. As general practitioners who are 
licensed in Hawaii as primary care physicians, naturopathic physicians are an invaluable part of our healthcare 
system. Other types of doctors are overwhelmed with the current demand, often making it difficult for patients 
to receive even basic medical care. Restricting naturopathic physicians from being able to practice according to 
their training will decrease the quality of healthcare available to the citizens of this state. 

Thank you for your consideration. Please Oppose SB 2489. 

Sincerely yours, 

Dr. Allison Bachlet PhD, ND 
Clinical Nutrition & Naturopathic Medicine 
Manakai 0 Malama Integrative Health Care 
932 Ward Avenue, 6th Floor 
Honolulu, HI, 96814 
Clinic: 808-535-5555 
Cell: 808-779-8928 
website: www.drallisonbachlet.com 
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Dr JoAnn Sarubbi 
Hilo Medical Center 
Emergency Department 

05:25:10a.m. 02-02-2010 

[Company Name] 

Fax 
To: Sen David Ige From: 

Fax: 808-586-6231 Pages: 1 

Phone: Date: 21212010 

cc: 

o Urgent 0 For Review 0 Please Comment 0 Please Reply 0 Please Recycle 

I am writing in opposition to 882489 relating to Naturopathic Medicine. 
I am very aware of our shortage of physicians in our community, but the 

answer is not to sanction practitioners who are not qualified to practice and 
prescribe. 
Naturopaths are not a recognized medical specialty. 

They do not have clinical training to be given prescribing abilities. 
They are not recognized in "36" states. 
The people of Hawaii deseNe competency and professionalism for their 
Health care. 

Please veto SB 2489 

JoAnn Sarubbi MD 
Sarubbij001@hawaii.rr.com 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

State of Hawaii 

Sharon Karayianis [shankari21@gmail.com] 
Saturday, January 30, 20102:34 PM 
HTHTestimony 
Dr. Margaret Dexter, NO 
SB 2489 

Senate Committee on Health 
January 30, 2010 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I am strongly opposed to this bill. The Board of Naturopathic Medicine must be allowed to set their own 
standards for everything they are licensed to do, including minor office procedures, and the naturopathic 
formulary. 

Sincerely. 
Sharon Karayianis, M.D. 
75-291 Aloha Kona Dr 
Kailua Kona, HI 
96740 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

lyle robinson [doclrob@yahoo.comJ 
Tuesday, February 02, 2010 3:18 PM 
HTHTestimony 
testimony regarding opposition to S. B. 2489 

Dear Senator 1ge, Chair, Senator Green, M.D., Vice Chair and committee members, 

I am a practicing naturopathic physician. I graduated from medical school in 2000 and moved to Kauai to join 
a naturopathic clinic. I have always wanted to practice to the full extent of my education in order to best help 
those in need of a full scope of naturopathic modalities. The passage of a more inclusive medical bill for 
naturopathic primary care physicians in 2009 was a huge step in the direction towards being able to offer 
patients what they need and deserve from naturopathic medicine. Over the years, I have seen many patients 
whom were visitors to Kauai and they have often been surprised and disappointed that as a naturopath, I was 
unable to offer certain modalities they were used to receiving from their naturopaths at home. 

I strongly oppose S.B. 2489 as it pertains to naturopathic medicine. Passing this bill will decrease the quality 
of care the citizens of this state deserve. I urge you to please oppose S.B. 2489 and do what is in the best 
interest of the healthcare consumers. 
Mahalo for your consideration in this very serious matter. 
Sincerely, Lyle Robinson, N.D. 

7443 G Ko'olau Rd. 
Kilauea, Hi. 96754 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Sierra Levy [drsierra@earthlink.net] 
Monday, February 01, 2010 2: 17 PM 
HTHTestimony 
Please Oppose S8 2489, thank you. 

Dear Sen. Ige, Chair, Sen Green, Vice Chair and Committee Members, 

I am proud to be a Hawaii Naturopath and Acupuncturist and a concerned citizen, writing to strongly urge 
your opposition to S.B. No. 2489 as it relates to naturopathic medicine. 

Naturopathic physicians, including myself, have extensive medical training at naturopathic medical schools 
including training in pharmacology. Last year, the Hawai'i State naturopathic law was modernized to better 
reflect our scope of practice. SB 2489 aims to remove these improvements which will help the healthcare of 
Hawaii citizens. I even have had to keep a license in Oregon because my Hawaii license is not strong enough. 

With the current state of the economy, many physicians are leaving our state. As general practitioners who are 
licensed in Hawaii as primary care physicians, naturopathic physicians are an invaluable part of our healthcare 
system. Other types of doctors are overwhelmed with the current demand, often making it difficult for patients 
to receive even basic medical care. Restricting naturopathic physicians from being able to practice according to 
their training will decrease the quality of health care available to the citizens of this state. 

Thank you for your consideration. Please Oppose SB 2489. 

Sincerely yours, 

Dr. Sierra 1. Levy 

1993 S. Kihei Rd. 

Suite 216 

Kihei, HI 96753 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Nat [nat@mauLnet] 
Tuesday, February 02, 2010 8:57 PM 
HTHTestimony 
S82489 RELATING TO NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE 

Dr. Nathan Ehrlich, N.D. 
POBox 756 

Makawao, HI 96768 
(808) 572·1388 

HTHTestimony@Capitol.hawaii.gov . 
SENATE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH 
Senator David Y. Ige, Chair, Senator Josh Green, M.D., Vice Chair 
DATE: Wednesday, February 3, 2010 TIME: 3:00 pm PLACE: Conference Room 016 
SB2489 RELATING TO NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE. 

fax 572-1389 

Removes the authority of the board of naturopathic medicine to establish examination standards for minor 
office procedures and a naturopathic formulary. 

Dear Sen. Ige, Chair, Sen Green, Vice Chair and Committee Members, 

My name is Dr. Nathan Ehrlich. I am a licensed Naturopathic physician practicing on Maui since 1989. These 
20 years of practice have shown me that the field of Naturopathic medicine is a effective and safe 
complementary healthcare system. 

The Naturopathic law was modernized with the passage of SB420 SD2, HD2last year (and override of 
Governor's veto with Act 22) bringing more appropriate language to the law and to clarify the scope of 
Naturopathic practice including parenteral therapy, minor office procedures and a prescription formulary 
administered by the Board of Naturopathic Medicine which are all aspects of modem Naturopathic practice 
taught in Naturopathic medical schools. SB 2489 aims to remove these improvements. 

I ,am writing to strongly urge your opposition to S.B. No. 2489 as it relates to naturopathic medicine. 

Thank you for your consideration. Please Oppose SB 2489. 

Sincerely yours, 

Nathan Ehrlich, N.D. 
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TESTIMONY BEFORE SENATE HEALTH COMMITTEE 

The Honorable David Y. Ige, Chair 

The Honorable Josh Green, M.D., Vice Chair 0 

SB2489, Relating to Naturopathic Medicine 

For a hearing scheduled Wednesday February 3, 2010 at 3:00 PM, 
Conference Room 016. 0 0 

February 2, 2010 

Honorable Chair Ige, Vice Chair Green and Members of the 
Committee: 

I am Michael Traub, NO. I serve as Chairman of the Board of 
Naturopathic Medicine., but I am in Toronto teaching this week at the 
Canadian College of Naturopathic Medicine and unable to attend this 
hearing in person and to testify on behalf of the Board. Therefore, I 
am submitting this testimony in opposition to SB2489, not on behalf 
of the Board, but as a member of the Hawaii Society of Naturopathic 
Physicians. 

After passage last year of Act 22, naturopathic medicine was brought 
into the modern age in Hawaii, after 20 years of lagging behind the 
scope as taught in naturopathic medical schools and as practiced in 
many other Western states, including Oregon, Washington, Arizona, 
and Utah. There is a very good safety record of naturopathic 
medicine. 

Act 22 has only been in effect for a few months. The naturopathic 
profession in Hawaii deserves a chance to show that it can safely and 
responsibly practice with a broader scope. The Board of 
Naturopathic Medicine deserves a chance to show that it is 
developing high standards of practice and care with which it can hold 
licensees accountable. 

SB2489 is an ill-timed, regressive piece of legislation which would 
deprive Hawaiians of their access to urgently needed primary care 
physicians. 



I urge you to vote nay on 882489. 

Mahalo. 

Michael Traub, ND 



From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

David y, Ige 
Josh Green 
Committee on Health 

Justin Langlais 
jlang12@hawaii.rr.com 
P.O. Box #61976 
Honolulu, HI 96839 

Justin Langlais OIang12@hawaiLrr.com] 
Tuesday, February 02, 20104:01 PM 
senige@capitol.hawaiLgov; Sen. Josh Green; HTHTestimony 
Strong opposition to SB2489, Relating to Naturopathic Medicine 

Wednesday, February 3, 2010 03:00 PM 

Strong opposition to sB2489, Relating to Naturopathic Medicine 

Aloha Chair Ige, Vice Chair Green and Members of the Committee: 

As a recent graduate of UH Manoa, I am applying to a Naturopathic Medical Program with hopes 
of completing my ND degree and practicing in my home state of Hawaii. 

I am a concerned citizen of Hawaii, and I am writing in STRONG OPPOSITION of sB2489. 

Last year the legislature passed sB420 sD2, HD2 Relating to Naturopathic Medicine which was 
subsequently vetoed by Governor Linda Lingle and then overridden during special session by 
the Senate with a vote of 25 ayes to 0 noes with one reservation and by the House with 45 
ayes to 2 noes, with 4 excused to create Act 22 on 7-15-2009. Act 22 amends chapter 455 of 
the Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRs 455) to modernize the naturopathic medicines scope of 
practice to include parenteral therapy, minor office procedures and for the Board of 
Naturopathic Medicine to develop a prescription formulary. 

sB2489 seeks to eliminate this modernization of HRs 455. 

Opposition of sB2489 would allow naturopathic physicians to continue to practice primary care 
medicine as they are trained to. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Lois Cain [Ioiskc@hawaiLrr.com] 
Tuesday, February 02, 2010 1:00 PM 
HTHTestimony 

Subject: OPPOSE S82489 Relating to Naturopathic Medicine 

NAME: Lois K. Cain 
ADDRESS: 3015 Hibiscus Drive, Honolulu, HI 96815 
DATE: February 2,2010 

TO: The Honorable David Y. Ige, Chair, the Honorable Josh Green, M.D., Vice Chair, and other Distinguished 
Members of the Senate Committee on Health 

RE: PLEASE OPPOSE SB2489 Relating to Naturopathic Medicine (Hearing scheduled for Wednesday, 
February 3, 2010 at 3:00 p.m. in Conference Room 016) 
Dear David Ige, Chair, Josh Green, M.D., Vice Chair, and Members of the Committee, 

I'm not surprised to see that HMA refuses to relinquish their efforts to stifle the "competition" and deny the 
rights of the citizens of Hawaii to their health care of choice .... the epitome of insecurity, obviously. 

However, I will be horrified and very angry if you let them get away with it. You all studied this issue last year, 
heard the voice of the people and voted accordingly. I hope you have the integrity and good sense to stand 
behind that action in the face of this 11 th hour gasping effort by the opposition. 

I'm sure you have received many other letters with details of how the proposed modifications will pull the rug 
out from under the board of naturopathic medicine by negating ALL of the most salient provisions approved in 
the last session so I won't waste your time by reiterating them all. 

I will just beg you ..... DON'T LET THEM DO THIS! ! 

There is a place in the general wellness spectrum for MANY approaches to health and healing. Only the 
patients suffer in this foolish war against a choice that obviously more and more people are making. The news is 
full of praise and substantive approbation for the benefits of complementary and alternative healthcare and last 
year you made it possible to advance this cause for the citizens of Hawaii. 

The people have spoken and all that remains is to empower the naturopathic practitioners with their 
considerable training to do their healing work and assure that appropriate standards are maintained. These 
standards must be set and enforced by those who best understand the goals and methods of their healing 
art .... the dedicated naturopathic physicians themselves! 

SB2489 will destroy this process and TOT ALLY negate your previous efforts. You did your homework then 
and responded to the needs of your constituents. PLEASE HAVE THE GUTS AND BRAINS TO DO IT 
AGAIN!! 

Thank you in advance for your perseverance. 
Lois Cain 

1 



From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Theresa Tur [theresatur@gmail.com] 
Tuesday, February 02, 2010 12:17 PM 
HTHTestimony 

Subject: 

Follow Up Flag: 
Flag Status: 

Theresa Turetzky 
86-535 Hakalina 
Waianae, HI 96792 

Health Committee 

S82489 

Follow up 
Flagged 

Hawaii State Senate 
HTHTestimony@Capitol.hawaii.gov 

Dear Honorable Senator Ige and Honorable Senator Green: 

RE: Opposition to SB2489, Hearing for Feb. 3, 2010, 3:00 PM 

I OPPOSE SB2489 and HB2312. 

Aren't there laws already in place which prevent one profession from manipulating, suppressing or influencing 
the practice of another profession? Didn't we have this same scenario when the Hawaii Medical Society 
attempted to suppress the chiropractic profession? Isn't that why Boards are established in order to regulate 
their own profession and write the rules and regulations pertaining to such? So the Board of Medicine is 
trying to manipulate the Board of Naturopathy? 

Licensing laws were established in this state which stated that Naturopathic Physicians may practice according 
to the methods and standards that are taught at the licensed schools. According to our Board the licensing laws 
are not keeping pace with what is being taught in the schools over the last 20 years. Naturopathic Physicians 
are not asking for any special privileges. They are only asking to be able to practice according to what they are 
taught in the Naturopathic Colleges. 

I OPPOSE SB2489 and HB2312. 

Sincerely, 
Theresa Turetzky 
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From: Madeleine Portuondo [Dr.portuondo@gmail.com] 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Tuesday, February 02, 20104:17 PM . 
senige@capitol.hawaii.gov; Sen. Josh Green; HTHTestimony 
Strong opposition to S82489, Relating to Naturopathic Medicine 

David Y. Ige 
Josh Green 
Committee on Health 

Madeleine Portuondo 
Dr.portuondo@gmail.com 
1188 Bishop st. Suite 1509 
Honolulu , HI 96813 

Wednesday, February 3, 2010 03:00 PM 

Strong opposition to sB2489, Relating to Naturopathic Medicine 

Aloha Chair Ige, Vice Chair Green and Members of the Committee: 

I am a concerned citizen of Hawaii, and I am writing in STRONG OPPOSITION of sB2489. 

Last year the legislature passed sB420 sD2, HD2 Relating to Naturopathic Medicine which was 
subsequently vetoed by Governor Linda Lingle and then overridden during special session by 
the Senate with a vote of 25 ayes to 0 noes with one reservation and by the House with 45 
ayes to 2 noes, with 4 excused to create Act 22 on 7-15-2009. Act 22 amends chapter 455 of 
the Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRs 455) to modernize the naturopathic medicines scope of 
practice to include parenteral therapy, minor office procedures and for the Board of 
Naturopathic Medicine to develop a prescription formulary. 

sB2489 seeks to eliminate this modernization of HRs 455. 

Opposition of sB2489 would allow naturopathic physicians to continue to practice primary care 
medicine as they are trained to. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Thomas Beebe [thomas@hvh.com] 
Tuesday, February 02, 2010 3:57 PM 
HTHTestimony 
Please vote NO to 5B2489 

Dear Sen. Ige, Chair, Sen Green, Vice Chair and Committee Members, 

We the people must have access to progressive health care modalities. 
Naturopathic Medicine has proven itself to be both cost effective and 
clinically successful at preventing and treating serious illnesses. ND 
practitioners and their patients, your constituents, deserve the gains 
given to the profession in 2009. 
I urge you to not allow the HMA to take back these critical treatment 
options as proposed in SB2489. If you do, you will be contributing to 
the harmful grip they have on our health care system. The current 
system has been failing for years and we need change. Please, vote 
with your conscious, not with big business. 

Please vote NO to SB2489 

Mahalo, 

Thomas Beebe 

4180 N Waiakalua 5t 
Kilauea, HI 96754 
808-635-6262 
Thomas@hvh.com 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Leslie Hayashi [leslie@lava.netj 
Monday, February 01,20109:33 PM 
HTHTestimony 
I strongly oppose S82489 .... 

Dear Sen. Ige, Chair, Sen Green, Vice Chair and Committee Members: 

I am a Hawaii resident - and long time naturopathic patient - writing to strongly urge your opposition 
to S.B. No. 2489 as it relates to naturopathic medicine. 
I can personally attest to the effectiveness of naturopathic treatments and believe naturopathic 
physicians provide invaluable care. 

I am aware that last year, the Hawai'i State naturopathic law was modernized to better reflect their 
scope of practice. SB 2489 aims to remove these improvements. 

Many physicians are leaving our state. As general practitioners who are licensed in Hawaii as primary 
care physicians, naturopathic physicians are a vital part of our healthcare system. Other types of 
doctors are overwhelmed with the current demand, often making it difficult for patients to receive even 
basic medical care. Restricting naturopathic physicians from being able to practice according to their 
training will decrease the quality of healthcare available to the citizens of this state. 

Thank you for your consideration. Please Oppose SB 2489. 

Sincerely yours, 
Leslie A. Hayashi 

1645 Ala Wai Boulevard, #1201 
Honolulu, HI 96815 
955-4293 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Kent Izuka [kizuka@me.com] 
Monday, February 01, 2010 10:23 PM 
HTHTestimony 
S82489 

Dear Sen. Ige, Chair, Sen. Green, Vice Chair, and Committee Members, 

I am writing because I am in opposition to S.B. No. 2489, regarding naturopathic 
medicine. 
There are many corruptions in this country, and sadly, Western medicine is a part of 
that. The connections between large drug companies and some doctors end up forcing 
diagnoses on patients prematurely. Naturopathic medicine offers an option to a 
healthier life without prescription drugs being pushed on us. Wouldn't anyone want to 
take a "natu ral remedy" to improve their health, versus a prescription drug that may 
come along with harsh side effects? 

Natural doctors check in with their patients physically as well as emotionally. Restricting 
naturopathic physicians from being able to practice according to their training will 
decrease the quality of healthcare available to the citizens of this state. 

Thank you for your consideration. Please oppose SB 2489. 

Sincerely, 

Kent Izuka 
2131 S. Beretania St. 
Honolulu, HI 96826 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Ms. Aileen Chinen 
PO Box 1114 
Pearl City, HI 96782 

February 1, 2010 

AileenLeonard Chinen [RFriendsLife@hawaiLrr.com] 
Tuesday, February 02, 2010 12:57 AM 
HTHTestimony 
Please Oppose 882489 (ref: Naturopathic Medicine) (Please do not ignore my email...thank 
you!) 

TO: The Honorable David Y. Ige, Chair, the Honorable Josh Green, M.D., Vice Chair, and 
other Distinguished Members of the Senate Committee on Health 

RE: PLEASE OPPOSE SB2489 
Relating to Naturopathic Medicine (Hearing scheduled for Wednesday, February 
3, 2010 at 3:00 p.m. in Conference Room 016) 

Dear David Ige, Chair, Josh Green, M.D., Vice Chair, and Members of the Committee, 

I very strongly urge you to oppose SB2489 which relates to naturopathic medicine. I am 
aware of how this bill could negatively affect naturopathic medicine and its standards. 
PLEASE do NOT allow this bill to pass! 

Naturopathic physicians, like my naturopathic physician, are highly medically trained. 
Why is HMA bringing this up? Why are our leaders wanting to pass this??? IS 

CONTROLLING THE MONEY SOURCE HMA's MAIN REASON!!!! I'm very upset. Let the 
people make their own decisions. Let me make my own decision with my own health 
and life! I trust and believe that physicians, both under HMA and naturopathic practices, 
are both trained to treat people the best they possibly can. 

The citizens of Hawaii have demanded access to quality naturopathic care because our 
naturopathic physicians are an invaluable part of our healthcare system. As the most 
highly trained of healthcare practitioners in preventive medicine, they are uniquely 
qualified to collaborate with other healthcare professionals in providing truly 
complimentary and integrative healthcare. Please do not limit, suppress, oppress, or 
bind my choice and my doctors, regular or naturopathic, from treating me! I chose to 
try treatment from a naturopathic doctor and my health has improved. 

SB2489 would have many negative consequences on the quality of naturopathic 
medicine in Hawaii, drastically reducing our naturopathic physicians' (and my 
naturopathic doctor's) capacity to effectively serve the public (and me), and limiting 
Hawaii's ability to attract top-quality naturopathic physicians. As a result, it would 
greatly diminish the overall quality of healthcare in our state. 
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Thank you for your consideration. I look forward to hearing of your opposition to 
S62489! 

Sincerely yours, 
Aileen Chinen 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Follow Up Flag: 
Flag Status: 

ladies and Gentlemen: 

Jason Obenchain Oason_obenchain@bluebotlle.comj 
Monday, February 01, 2010 10:30 PM 
HTHTestimony 
RELATING TO NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE. 

Follow up 
Flagged 

This letter is to state an OPPOSITION to the sB2489 bill introduced by the Hawaii Medical 
Association. 

Naturopathic physicians are now able to practice primary care medicine as trained. 

I ask that you allow them to practice WITHOUT the restrictions mentioned in sB2489, such as 
blocking their ability to do parenteral therapy, minor surgery and naturopathic formulary 
(vitamins, minerals, dietary supplements, botanical medicine, homeopathic medicine, hormones, 
and those legend drugs consistent with naturopathic medical practice). 

The practice of naturopathic medicine is safe, as is a well-trained naturopathic physician. 
The introduction of sB2489 can only be monetary in nature, attempting to protect the profits 
of the companies associated with "big pharma" and conventional medicine. 

I ask that you allow Hawaii residents to have the freedom to choose their primary care 
provider and allow naturopathic physicians to practice naturopathic medicine freely. 

Sincerely, 

Jason Obenchain 
45 Huaalani Dr. 
Hilo, HI 96720 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Keya Guimaraes [keya13@me.com] 
Monday, February 01, 20106:40 PM 
HTHTestimony 

Subject: TESTIMONY 2489 

Aloha Sen. Ige, Chair, Sen Green, Vice Chair and Committee 
Members, 

IN THIS TIME OF STRAINED HEALTH CARE, PLEASE DO 
NOT LEGISLATE-AWAY OUR CHOICES! Naturopathic 
physicians have extensive medical training at naturopathic 
medical schools -- they are not WITCH DOCTORS or 
QUACKS. If your own experience with naturopathic medicine 
is LIMITED, that should not dictate how and who I choose as 
my primary care physician. 

When you look at the statistics of disease in children and adults, the 
medical community often identifies PREVENTATIVE healthcare as one 
ofthe major factors in REVERSING this trend. Naturopath doctors work 
wholly from this perspective, addressing the WHOLE BODY system, not 
just pathology. 

I am a Kaua' i resident and a concerned citizen, writing to 
strongly urge your opposition to S.B. No. 2489 as it relates to 
naturopathic medicine. 

Me ke aloha, 

Keya GUIMARAES 
PO BOX 510204 Kealia, HI 
96751 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Cherisse Otsuka 
PO Box 2633 

Cherisse Otsuka [ccotsuka@hawaiLrr.com] 
Tuesday, February 02, 2010 9:41 AM 
HTHTestimony 
Opposition to S82489 

Dear Honorable David Y. Ige, Chair, the Honorable Josh Green, M.D., Vice Chair, and other 
Distinguished Members of the Senate Committee on 
Health: 

My family and I have believed in the practice of utilizing both western and eastern medical 
practices to optimize health and wellness. 
At a time when our economy faces tough times, it is not only important to focus on healing 
illness, but proper health maintenance and wellness for mind, body and spirit. Focusing on 
maintaining health can help keep people at work, increase productivity, and therefore help 
our economy even further. As much as people should be free to choose their religion in 
America, along those lines are the importance of choosing the type of health care they 
receive with the benefits afforded any other healthcare received. Beyond that, the proper 
procedures and practices of naturopathic medicine should be overseen by authorities with a 
background in this field of medicine. 

Please oppose SB2489. 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Mariya Gold [mariyakai@gmail.comj 
Tuesday, February 02, 2010 12:06 PM 
HTHTestimony 

Subject: OPPOSING S82489 

Aloha Sen. Ige, Chair, Sen Green, Vice Chair and Committee Members-

I am writing in opposition to SB 2489, regarding limits to the scope of practice of naturopathic physicians. 
Naturopathic physicians are just that, physicians, and should be allowed to practice what they are extensively 
trained to do. SB2489 puts unnecessary limitations on naturopathic physicians, which essentially puts 
limitations on our health care as a whole. The Hawai'i State naturopathic law that passed last year was 
imperative to the state's progress as a forward-looking, modem, open-minded state that recognizes the 
importance ofthe advancement and integration of its medical community, and thus the health of its Hawai'i 
ohana. 

For your health and mine, please OPPOSE SB 2489. 

Mahalo for your time and consideration of such an important issue. 

Mariya Kai Gold 

2419 Ferdinand Ave 
Honolulu, HI 
96822 

808-220-9297 
mariyakai@gmail.com 

***Breathe Love*** 

Mariya Kai Gold -Office Manager 
Kailua Wellness Center & Acupuncture Clinic 
320 Uluniu St, Suite #2 
Kailua, HI 96734 
(w) 808-261-8181 (f) 808-261-7770 

"I believe that imagination is stronger than knowledge -- myth is more potent than history -- dreams are more 
powerful than facts -- hope always triumphs over experience -- laughter is the cure for grief --love is stronger 
than death." Robert Fulghum 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Follow Up Flag: 
Flag Status: 

alan levy [alanlevy13@gmaiJ.comj 
Tuesday, February 02, 2010 10:55 AM 
HTHTestimony 
oppose 582489 .. 

Follow up 
Flagged 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH 

Senator David Y. Ige, Chair, Senator Josh Green, M.D., Vice Chair 

My name is Alan Levy, a registered voter in the State of Hawaii. I oppose SB2489! 

I am in favor of having the freedom and the right to choose Naturopathic Medicine in the United States of 
America and in our Aloha State! Naturopathic Medicine works! Please make medicine that actually heals with 
little or no adverse side effects legal for Hawaiian Citizens! Please allow the mothers and fathers who have the 
best interest for their family members choose the type of health care for their children. Do not pass SB248 or 
create government laws that take the power of the family and people's choice to be healthy away from them! 
Our government is by the people, vote no on SB2489 for the people, and not for special interests that don't have 
the best interest for our Hawaiian Citizens Health and Wellbeing. 

Thank You 

Alan Levy 

alanlevy13@gmail.com 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Mark and Carolyn Arnold [arnoldhi@hawaiLrr.comJ 
Tuesday, February 02, 2010 10:45 AM 
HTHTestimony 
RE: PLEASE OPPOSE SB2489 

TO: The Honorable David Y. Ige, Chair, the Honorable Josh Green, M.D., Vice Chair, and other Distinguished 
Members of the Senate Committee on Health 

SB2489 would have many negative consequences on the quality of naturopathic medicine in Hawaii, drastically 
reducing our naturopathic physicians' capacity to effectively serve the public, and limiting Hawaii's ability to 
attract top-quality naturopathic physicians. As a result, it would greatly diminish the overall quality of 
healthcare in our state. 

Thank you for your consideration. I look forward to hearing of youI' opposition to SB2489. 

Carolyn and Mark Arnold 
279 Makaweli Place, Honolulu, Hi. 96825 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

From: Alex Steelsmith 

steelsmith@hawaii.rr.com 
Monday, February 01, 2010 3:02 PM 
HTHTestimony 
Please Vote AGAINST SB 2489 

438 Hobron Lane, Suite V-3 
Honolulu, HI 96815 

February 1, 2010 

To: David Ige, Chair, Josh Green, M.D., Vice Chair, and other Esteemed Members of the Senate 
Committee on Health 

Re: Please Vote AGAINST S8 2489 Relating to Naturopathic Medicine (The hearing on this bill 
is scheduled for Wednesday, February 3, 2010 at 3:00 p.m. in Conference Rm. 016) 

.Dear David Ige, Chair, Josh Green, M.D., Vice Chair, and Members of the Committee, 

Please vote AGAINST S8 2489 relating to naturopathic medicine. This bill would reduce the 
quality of healthcare in Hawaii by removing the authority of the board of naturopathic 
medicine to establish important standards for the naturopathic profession. Only the board of 
naturopathic medicine has the appropriate awareness of issues specific to the practice of 
naturopathic medicine to act with authority in this regard. It is the natural duty of the 
naturopathic board to regulate naturopathic physicians, and it would be inappropriate to 
allow any other group or entity to do so. 

Hawaii's naturopathic physicians are more than sufficiently trained to practice under our 
existing law. They have extensive training at nationally accredited naturopathic medical 
schools, and are licensed as primary care physicians who diagnose and treat disease. Last 
year's modernization of Hawaii's naturopathic medicine law has finally allowed our 
naturopathic physicians to practice according to their training, and according to standards 
that have long been honored in other states. 

Last year the citizens of Hawaii resoundingly demanded legislative changes that give them 
greater access to quality naturopathic care. Hawaii·s naturopathic physicians are a valuable 
part of our healthcare system, uniquely qualified to work with other types of health 
professionals to provide integrative healthcare. S8 2489 would undermine the value of last 
year's modernization of our naturopathic law, have dire consequences for the practice of 
naturopathic medicine in Hawaii, and significantly reduce the overall quality of healthcare 
available in our state. please vote against S8 2489. 

Sincerely, 
Alex Steelsmith 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Follow Up Flag: 
Flag Status: 

jacqueline Johnson [sweetpeafairy@hotmail.comj 
Tuesday, February 02,20108:27 AM 
HTHTestimony 
Please Oppose 882489 

Follow up 
Flagged 

Dear David Ige, Chair, Josh Green, M.D., Vice Chair, and Members of the Committee, 

My life was saved by naturopathic medicine. Our freedom to receive the type of medicine we want is an 
important part of our freedom as American Citizens .... 

I am writing to strongly urge your opposition to 582489 relating to naturopathic medicine. This bill would 
be detrimental to Hawaii's healthcare consumers because it would remove the authority of the board of 
naturopathic medicine to establish examination standards for minor office procedures and a naturopathic 
formulary. Only the board of naturopathic medicine can use this authority with appropriate awareness of 
the issues unique to the naturopathic medical profession. It is clearly the responsibility of the naturopathic 
board to regulate naturopathic physicians, and it would be inappropriate to allow any other entity to do so. 

Hawaii's naturopathic physicians are more than adequately trained to practice under our existing law. 
They have extensive training at nationally accredited naturopathic medical schools, and they are licensed 
in Hawaii as primary care physicians who diagnose and treat disease. They receive standard medical 
school training in the sciences· the same basic sciences taught in conventional medical schools, including 
conventional methods of physical, clinical, and laboratory diagnosis. They are trained in vitamin therapies 
given by injection, as well as in the prescribing of certain drugs. They also study in·depth a wide range of 
approaches to disease prevention, completing four years of study that includes clinical nutrition, 
pharmacology, cardiology, oncology, gastroenterology, neurology, and endocrinology. At the same time, 
they are required to complete 1,200 hours of clinical training in primary care outpatient settings before 
passing national licensing. exams. 

Last year's modernization of Hawaii's naturopathic medicine law allows our naturopathic physicians to 
practice according to their training as primary care physicians· and according to standards that have long 
been upheld in other states. For many years naturopathic physicians in other states have had the right to 
prescribe medications, do minor surgery, and do injections (both intramuscular and intravenous). 

The citizens of Hawaii have demanded access to quality naturopathic care because our naturopathic 
physicians are an invaluable part of our healthcare system. As the most highly trained of healthcare 
practitioners in preventive medicine, they are uniquely qualified to collaborate with other healthcare 
professionals in providing truly complimentary and integrative healthcare. 

582489 would have many negative consequences on the quality of naturopathic medicine in Hawaii, 
drastically reducing our naturopathic physicians' capacity to effectively serve the public, and limiting 
Hawaii's ability to attract top·quality naturopathic physicians. As a result, it would greatly diminish the 
overall quality of healthcare in our state. 

Thank you for your consideration. I look forward to hearing of your opposition to 582489. 

Sincerely yours, Jacqueline Johnson 20 Kamani Kai place, Kailua, Hawaii ..... 
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~ ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Sarah Johnson 
February 1, 2010 

Sarah Johnson [sjohnson75@yahoo.com] 
Monday, February 01, 20103:39 PM 
HTHTestimony 
RE: PLEASE OPPOSE S82489 Relating to Naturopathic Medicine (Hearing scheduled for 
Wednesday, February 3, 2010 at 3:00 p.m. in Conference Room 016) 

TO: The Honorable David Y. Ige, Chair, the Honorable Josh Green, M.D., Vice Chair, and other 
Distinguished Members of the Senate Committee on Health 

Dear David Ige, Chair, Josh Green, M.D., Vice Chair, and Members of the Committee, 

I am writing to strongly urge your opposition to 582489 relating to naturopathic medicine. It 
is time everyone's values and beliefs in Hawaii are supported. I choose naturopathic medicine 
for my health care because it is what I believe in. There are many of us in Hawaii that share 
my same beliefs. Please do not take away another public good for the people of Hawaii. 

Aloha! 
Sarah Johnson 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

MZZ [galaxygrrl@earthlink.net] 
Monday, February 01, 2010 1 :36 PM 
HTHTestimony 
OPP08E 882489 and H82312 

Dear Senator Ige and Senator Green: 

RE: Opposition to SB2489, Hearing for Feb. 3, 2e1e, 3:ee PM 

I OPPOSE SB2489 and HB2312 because of the following reasons: 

1.0ne medical profession should not dictate what another medical profession can or can not 
do. 

2.The specific Board in each profession should be able to decide what the licensee can do and 
should be able to write rules and regulations pertaining to such. The Board of Naturopathy 
should have that authority. 

3.Naturopathic Physicians should be able to practice what they learn in licensed schools, 
which is the standard in other licensed states. 

4.My primary care physician is a Naturopath and it is a great inconvenience and extra expense 
to me if I have to go to a medical doctor to get a medicine that can be prescribed by a 
Naturopath. 

5.The Hawaii Medical Society should be concerned only with their physicians and not with 
Naturopaths, Chiropractors, Nurses or anyone else who is not under their jurisdiction, 
supervision or authority. 

Sincerely, 

Marilyn Wong-Zorn 

Kaneohe, Hawaii 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 

LlAISONSUS@aol.com 
Monday, February 01,20104:02 PM 
HTHTestimony 

Subject: Re :OPPOSE SB2489 and HB2312 

Subject: OPPOSE S82489 and H82312 

Dear Senator Ige and Senator Green: 

RE: Opposition to SB2489, Hearing for Feb. 3, 2010, 3:00 PM 

I OPPOSE SB2489 and HB2312 because of the following reasons: 

1.0ne medical profession should not dictate what another medical profession can or 
can not do. 

2.The specific Board in each profession should be able to decide what the licensee can 
do and should be able to write rules and regulations pertaining to such. The Board of 
Naturopathy should have that authority. 

3.Naturopathic Physicians should be able to practice what they learn in licensed 
schools, which is the standard in other licensed states. 

4.My primary care physician is a Naturopath and it is a great inconvenience and extra 
expense to me if I have to go to a medical doctor to get a medicine that can be 
prescribed by a Naturopath. 

5.The Hawaii Medical Society should be concerned only with their physicians and not 
with Naturopaths, Chiropractors, Nurses or anyone else who is not under their 
jurisdiction, supervision or authority. 

Sincerely, 

Rosemary Graham-Gardner 

Liaisons USA 
liaisonsus@aol.com 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Marianne George [george.mimi@gmail.com] 
Saturday, January 30, 2010 1 :40 PM 
HTHTestimony 
No to S82489 

It is outrageous that this bill proposes to reverse a decision that fully complied with all steps and a decision was 
made after long and fair consideration. SB2489 will make it impossible for Hawaii residents to receive just the 
very services we need and only naturopathic physicians can offer us. 

Sincerely, Marianne George 
POBox 712 
Captain Cook, HI 96704 

george.mimi@gmail.com 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

GEORGE COOKE [ukulele_9ippys@msn.com] 
Sunday, January 31, 2010 9:28 AM 
HTHTestimony 
Opposition to SB2489, Hearing for Feb.3, 2010, at 3:00 PM 

Dear Senator Ige and Senator Green: 

I OPPOSE SB2489 and HB2312 because I believe one medical profession should not dictate 
what another medical profession can or can not do. 

The specific Board in each profession should be able to decide what the licensee can do and 
should be able to write rules and regulations pertaining to such. The Board of Naturopathy 
should have that authority. 

Naturopathic Physicians should be able to practice what they learn in licensed schools, 
which is the standard in other licensed states. 

My primary care physician is a Naturopath and it is a great inconvenience and extra expense 
to me if I have to go to a medical doctor to get a medicine that can be prescribed by 
a Naturopath. 

The Hawaii Medical Society should be concerned only with their physicians and not with 
Naturopaths. Chiropractors, Nurses or anyone else who is not under their jurisdiction, 
supervision or authority. 

Sincerely 

George Cooke 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Follow Up Flag: 
Flag Status: 

Louis Korn [Ioukorn@hawaiiantel.net] 
Tuesday, February 02, 2010 2:13 PM 
HTHTestimony 
SB 2489 

Follow up 
Flagged 

to Committee on SB 2489 HTH, CPN 

re Naturopathic Medicine scheduled for 3 February 2010 

from Louis Korn, PO Box 851, Naalehu HI 96772; 808-929-9938 

Centenarian Christine West says she lives so long because "I don't take any medicine." (AARP Jan-Feb Bulletin, P. 3) 
We've all heard of people who attribute their long, healthy lives to "never seeing a doctor." But I, now 80, owe my life to 
several allopathic interventions from the age of 2 until early 70s. Using only nutritional supplements, I have never been ill 
since. (I take sublingual B 12 for pernicious anemia; and rejected Flomax and surgery, preferring the very bothersome 
symptoms of an enlarged prostate to the risks of either of those options.) Clearly there is need for allopathy and 
naturopathy. 

I see the health care crisis in this country as being deeply rooted in the corporate corruption of our government, recently 
exacerbated by the Supreme Court's decision that allows the huge megaphone of corporate money to overwhelm political 
debate. Long before that decision, corporate money has made millionaires of many congress people and policy making 
appointees, resulting in our degraded, poisoned environment, and a Sickening agribusiness and food industry. The 
documentary Food Inc. factually revolting, should be mandatory viewing for health care workers and legislators. (available 
wherever DVDs are sold and in libraries) 

Doctors of Naturopathy study the effects of food and supplements on health for years, while for M.D.s it is a marginal 
requirement of a few weeks. The medical profession has increasingly come to be seen as a lucrative business, 
processing assembly lines of patients, each seen for about 10 minutes, and prescribing highly lobbied pills. Our per capita 
medical costs are far higher than any developed nation's. Our child mortality is also higher, and average longevity lower. 
(same AARP issue and page) 

Allopathy's domination of naturopathy is unwarranted. Their formularies are generally superior to corporate brands'. 
Please scrap this bill. 

Sincerely, 

Louis Korn 
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From: allison conachen [allison.conachen@gmail.com] 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Tuesday, February 02,20105:02 PM 
senige@capitol.hawaiLgov; Sen. Josh Green; HTHTestimony 
Strong opposition to SB2489, Relating to Naturopathic Medicine 

David Y. Ige 
Josh Green 
Committee on Health 

allison conachen 
allison.conachen@gmail.com 
1843 vancouver place 
honolulu, HI 96822 

Wednesday, February 3, 2010 03:00 PM 

Strong opposition to SB2489, Relating to Naturopathic Medicine 

Aloha Chair Ige, Vice Chair Green and Members of the Committee: 

I am a concerned citizen of Hawaii, and I am writing in STRONG OPPOSITION of SB2489. 

Last year the legislature passed SB420 SD2, HD2 Relating to Naturopathic Medicine which was 
subsequently vetoed by Governor Linda Lingle and then overridden during special session by 
the Senate with a vote of 25 ayes to 0 noes with one reservation and by the House with 45 
ayes to 2 noes, with 4 excused to create Act 22 on 7-15-2009. Act 22 amends chapter 455 of 
the Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS 455) to modernize the naturopathic medicines scope of 
practice to include parenteral therapy, minor office procedures and for the Board of 
Naturopathic Medicine to develop a prescription formulary. 

SB2489 seeks to eliminate this modernization of HRS 455. 

Opposition of SB2489 would allow naturopathic physicians to continue to practice primary care 
medicine as they are trained to. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

autumn lee [wynniejoy@yahoo.com] 
Tuesday, February 02, 20109:11 PM 
HTHTestimony 
OPPOSE S8 2489 

Dear Sen. Ige, Chair, Sen Green, Vice Chair and Committee 
Members, 

I am a Hawaii resident in Mililani. I PREFER naturopathic medicine and physicians. My first two children 
were born at home, delivered by a midwife working under a naturopathic physician. Finally, my former 
husband said I had to go to the hospital for our third child -- to save money -- so our medical insurance 
would cover it. 

The only reason I have to go to doctors that prescribe phannaceutical drugs and invasive procedures is because 
my medical insurance doesn't cover naturaopathic physicians. 
Please Oppose SB 2489. 

I understand that last year, the Hawai'i State naturopathic law was modernized to better reflect their 
scope of practice. 58 2489 aims to remove these improvements. Please don't take away those 
improvements! 

Sincerely yours, 
Wynnie Joy Hee 
95-1523 Ainamakua Dr #93 
Mililani, HI 96789 
8080-782-0745 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

I oppose SB2489 

Katherine Grainger [katgrain@comcast.net] 
Wednesday, February 03, 2010 7:46 AM 
HTHTestimony 
Opposition to 882489 

I am an individual family member ofHMSA paying approximately $800 per month for health care for my 
family. I subscribe to a prevention program of health care focusing on proper nutrition, exercise and activities 
that promote good health and mental health such as yoga, relaxation techniques and living a well-balanced drug 
and alcohol-free lifestyle. My primary means of medical care is through a naturopath who helps me with 
digestive issues and the onset of perimenopause as well as guidance and treatment for my teen-age daughters 
for acne and occasional colds and flu. I pay for insurance to cover treatment as needed for flu or any other 
unforseen medical expenses. I feel my expenses for prevention through my naturopath should be covered as 
they eliminate the need for present and future medical expenses associated with these same issues and future 
issues that could arise if I weren't seeking this help. 

In addition, I have an aging mother that has never paid attention to neither exercise or nutrition who takes 
countless prescribed medications for diabetes, diverticulitis (which I hope to avoid with diet and exercise) as 
well as pain killers for pain from intestinal polyps and an ankle that she severely broke 3 years ago. I am 
certain that she has an addiction to the narcotic painkillers and that they exacerbate the problems with her 
digestion. I shudder to think of the expense that she is causing the health care system and I know she represents 
the problem with a system that focuses on treatment rather than prevention as prescribed by a naturopathic 
approach. 

I oppose SB2489 and so should you! 

Sincerely, 

Katherine Grainger 
PO Box 235 
Hanalei, HI 96714 
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