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Senate Bill 2441, Senate Draft 2 would establish the knowing or intentional taking ofa Hawaiian
monk. seal as a class C felony with a fine of up to $50,000. The Department of Land and Natural
Resources (Department) recognizes the need for better deterrence and stricter penalties for
harassment or taking of Hawaiian monk seals, given recent incidents involving this endangered
species. The Department supports this measure with a recommendation that the effective date be
amended to "upon approval".
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Chair Ito, Vice Chair Har and members of the committee:

My name is Kiana Kauwe and I am working on the Save Our Seal Campaign. I am in strong support of SB
2441 which establishes the crime of intentional or knowing taking of a Hawaiian monk seal as a class Cfelony.

I am outraged and deeply saddened that three seals were shot and killed this past year. In April and May,
there were two back-to-back shootings on Kauai; one male and the other a pregnant female. The death of
the female was especially sad because she carried a baby almost to full term. When including this dead
fetus, four monk seals have been intentionally killed this past year. This female RK06 was in her mid-teens
and had given birth to 5 pups in the past and was pregnant with her sixth. She was an important breeder
and her death was a loss to the entire population. Lastly, in December a male monk seal was found
apparently shot and floating off of Molokai.

It is critical that our legislature take action against these seal killings. The Hawaiian monk seal population is
so critically endangered that every intentional killing is a sad loss to the species' recovery. Increased
penalties would serve as a deterrent for future killings. It sends a strong message that we will no longer
allow this senseless violence against our beloved and endangered seal.

The Hawaiian monk seal's primary habitat is in the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands (NWHI) where their
population is rapidly declining at approximately 4% each year. Numerous threats to the population include
but are not limited to food limitation, marine debris entanglement, climate change and shark predation.
All of these threats disproportionately affect juvenile survival. Less than 1 in 5 pups survive to adulthood.

The hope for the species lies here, with us in the main Hawaiian Islands (MHI). The MHI population is
slowing growing and the animals are much healthier than those in the NWHI. With this hope comes the
need for greater stewardship and protections. Thus, it is critical for the survival of the seal that we develop
a culture of cohabitation that does not tolerate any kind of inappropriate or violent interactions with this
species. Hawaii's people must understand the severe nature of the rules of enforcement for a species so
fragile and on the verge of extinction.
I ask these committees to support SB2441 and show that our legislature is committed to helping in the
recovery our critically endangered Hawaiian monk seal, our official state mammal.
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