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Thomas T Shirai Jr MTE

P O Box 601
Waialua, HI 96791

Email: Kawaihapai@hawaii.rr.com

February 3, 2010

Hearing Notice
Friday, February 5, 2010
9:35AM
State Capitol / Conference Room 016

SENATE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY & GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS (JGO)
Chair: Senator Brian Taniguchi / Vice Chair: Senator Dwight Takamine

RE: Testimony of Support for SB 2134 (Relating to Desecration)
Aloha Chair Taniguchi, Vice Chair Takamine & Committee Members,
| strongly support SB 2134 and before proceeding Id like to share information applicable to this bill.

Puuiki Cemetery is very special to me because it’s where my beginning of Community and Cultural
involvement started back in 1998 when | brought the matter of cemetery vandalism/desecration
occurring while my Wife and | visited my Kupuna buried there. This resulted in community awareness
and participation which Dole Foods Hawaii coordinating a major cleanup with help from the U S Army
during Make A Difference Day. Later, students of Waialua High & Intermediate School Class of 2003
cleaned Puuiki Cemetery for their community service project and received honorary citizen certificates
from former City Councilmember Rene Mansho. The Korean Chamber of Commerce later participated
by organizing a cemetery cleanup with an emphasis on the Korean section of Puuiki Cemetery. From
then, community members such as Dwight Ishiguro, Mike Muira , Friends of Waialua Town and others
contributed greatly to the caring of Puuiki Cemetery. The bottom line is that we’ve all contributed to
Malama Puuiki Cemetery despite ongoing vandalism and desecration.

A significant part Hawaii Revised Statues (HRS 117-1107) originated from Puuiki Cemetery with former
Representative Alex Santiago introducing HB 2809 during the 1998 Legislative Session and later
revived by Representative Michael Magaoay during the 2002 Legislative Session as HB 2387 that
became ACT 198.

Amending HRS 117-1107 as contained in SB 2134 would add clarification to the current language
regarding “Negligent” versus “Intending.” Informational attachments are included with this
testimony. Additionally, SB 1973 would apply to cemeteries statewide which includes Puuiki
Cemetery. As a past member who served on the Oahu Island Burial Council (OIBC), SB 2134 parallels
the Kuleana of protecting Iwi Kupuna and Ancestral Remains of all origin.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony strongly supporting SB 2134. Malama Iwi
Kupuna.

Thomas T Shirai Jr

Mokule’ia, Waialua
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Vandals Desecrate Old
Puwuiki Cemetery Graves

Dozens of graves and tombstones are being
desecrated by vandals at the old Puuiki Cemetery in
Waialua. A large steel gate locked 24 hours a day
fronting the road leading into the cemetery has not
helped keep trouble away. One angry local descen-
dant with of family buried there for decades brought
up his concern to the North Shore Neighborhood
Board. Thomas Shirai Jr., said he is sick to his stomach
after he goes to pay pay his respects to family mem-
bers buried there since 1935, seeing graves plumaged
and headstones broken and pieces stolen. Shirai said
iters of value are stolen for drug money. He said he
has called police but nothing is being done. When
asked by board member Jake Ng what could be done,
Shirai, Jr. replied, “I don’t know! I'm willing to partici-
pate in some kind of committee.”

Thomas Shirai, Jr. expresses his anger regarding acts of
criminal vandalism at Puuiki Cemetery(c1998 Barry
Markowitz photo)
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