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TESTIMONY OF TIM BYNUM AND JAY FURFARO 
KAUA'I COUNTY COUNCIL 

ON 
S. B. NO. 1668, HAWAl'l SUPPLEMENTAL NUTRITION 

ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (SNAP) 
Senate Committee on Huma n Services 

February 10, 2009 
2:15 p.m. 

Conference Room 016 

Deal' Chair Chun Oakland and Members: 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony in support of 
S.B. No. 1668 relating to Human Services - Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) as individual members of the Ka ua'i County Council. 

Currently, Hawai'i loses millions of dolla rs each year in uncla imed federal 
funding due to a low participation rate in SNAP (72% of eligible households) under 
Title 7, United States Code, sections 2011 to 2027. The passage of this bill would be 
beneficial because it would increase the program's participation rate and bring more 
federal dollars to the State. 

The bill proposes to reduce the State's stringent eligibility s tandards which 
are currently morc l'estrictive than the Federal standards. Further, the bill deletes 
the requirement of the asset test which considers a household's savings and other 
non-liquid capital in determining a participant's eligibility, therefore, denying 
access to needy individuals to SNAP in the past . The bill also minimizes the 
lengthy application process which has been a deterrent for eligible households to 
apply for the program. Lastly, should the program's participation rate increase to 
90%, the bill could generate additional federal dollars (estimated at $45,000,000) to 
be spent by Hawai'i consumers to boost Hawai' j's economy. 

For the reasons stated above, we wholeheartedly support S.B. No. 1668 and 
humbly request your favorable consideration of this meas ure , 

TIM BYNUM 
Councihnember 

YS/wa2009·463a 

Sincerely. 

RO 
nel l' 

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 
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I LEGAL AID 
SOC IETY OF HAW AI'I 

Telephone (808) 536-4)02 . Fax (80S) 527-8088 
Mal lm8 Address PO Box 37375 · Honolulu, HawaII 96837'()37S 

924 Bethel Street . Honolulu, HawaII 96813 

George J Zwclbd, Esq 
I'rcSldcnl.lloard ofOm:ctors 

M NlI.lllm I'uJ1II10n. Esq 
Intenm ExccutlH: Director 

OFFERING COMMEms ON .II!Iil 
SB1668 - RELATING TO H UMAN SERYICES ""'" 

February 10.2009 a12:15 p.m. 

( TIle u-gal Aid SOClCty of Ila\Vafl ~u::rcb}' provides comments ('Q the Senate Conunittcc on I-Iuman Services on 
SB359 Relating to Iluman Sen'lces. I apologiZe for the lateness of my tesumany. \'{'hile we support Ihe 
mlent of tius bill. there are several concerns rhat we have with n. 

"111C Legal Aid Society of Hawaii provides free legal services to the low-income population of the State of 
I i:lwau. \'(le provided civil legal assistance to those in need through nine offices located in Lthuc, WaIanae, 
Honolulu. Kaneohe, Kaunakakat, L'm:u Ciry, \'\failuku, Kana and Hila. Over the years we have provIded 
leadcrslup around public benefits I!'sues and on an annu:al basis update our publtc benefits manual and 
provIde a two-day lmlnmg on publtc benefits. In 2007. we conducted a st:Hewidc report to identify barncrs to 
parllcipation in the food sramp program. 

'Ilus bill would ( I) require the Department of Human ServICes (<<O HS") to expand the catcgoncal eligIbility 
for food stamps and dtsregard assets; (2) allow any household to apply by fax and upon the request of the 
department allow for telephone Intcrvll"WS in lieu of face-to-face interviews; (3) limit the length of the 
application to no morc than four pages: and (4) set the gross monthly income limit for households to 185% 
of the Federal Poverty Guideline. 

EXPANSION OF C,\TEGORICAL ELIGJBIl.ny 

Federal regulations provide for the expansion of categorical eltgibility (or eligibility due to eligIbility to another 
finanCial assistance program) for the supplemental nutrition assistance program ("SNAP"). Currently. those 
recel\'mg TAN F/ T /\ON F. GA. AA BD and SSI arc categonc:ally eligible to receive SNAP 10 l law;u'l. 

The current group of individuliis who are nOl categorically eligIble are mose who arc rece\\'lOg in-kind or non
cash aSSIstance from programs funded by TANF o r TANF I\IOE and which arc desigl1ed ro forward 
purposes 1. 2, 3 or -k tn the case of Purposes 3 or -l, participants must have a gross momhly Income at or 
below 200°'0 of federal po\'(~ny. 

Expansion of the program to this group of individuals could greatly Increase the amount of SNt\P 
parUClpants, howevcr. such expansion could also lend to increased administrallve burden for both Oi lS and 
programs funded by TANF or TANF I\IOE funds in qualify ind.lViduals th rough these current programs. 

DISREGARD OF ASSETS 

Over the last few years we have been strong advocates fo r the dis regarding of assct~. Yet our work In lh ls 
area wt: believe takes on-gomg cooper:uion between advocates and DHS to determint: what the COSts will be 
under expansIon and careful consIderation of where asset disregards make the most sense. To tillS end. the 
Asset Buildmg Task Force convened by tl1e 2008 Legtslature has a subcommltlee winch IS currently loolong 
at asset disregards. 

\Xl\tle federal regulauons allow for lhe disregardlllg of assets through categorical cligibtltt), tim dtsrcgan.l IS 
only to Ihe same pomt as to which assets are Illntled in the eligtbility for o ther progrnms. For example. wlule 
SNAP's asset !units arc $2,()(X) for an Individual and S3,000 If one applicant IS over 60 or (hsabled, c~lIegorlcal 

Ii!!' LSC 
~ 1)-h1(~) 

www.lcg£llaidhuwaii.org 
A UNITED WAY AGENCY 

Itll\l,D 00 pwj\W' -11.·{. 
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cbglbility allows someone who qualifies for TANF and has a higher asscllimil 0[S5,OOO to also receive food 
s t~mps. To disregard assets through categorical eligibility for SNAP. you would need to disrcg:lrcl all assets in 
all other public assistance programs. 

INCR.EASED ASSET L1~nTS 

There is good news, however, the Food and Nutnuon Act of 2008 does provide for an meccase in asset uOlil s 
annually on October I". This mcrease in a SSNS will be rounded down to the nearest S2S0 based on the 
mcrease III the consumer pnce melex. 

APPLlCt\lJON BY FAX 

\X 'e agree that morc access through the allowing of applicauons by fax is important. In addition. federal 
regulauons do allow for the submission of applicatio ns by mati and on-line. Currently, applicants are allowed 
to subnut applications b)' mail. 

TELEPIIONE INTERVIE\,\'S IN UEU OF FACE-IO-FACE JNTERYlE\X'$ 

OilS' admllllslrauve rules currently layout a process to allow for telephone interviews III lieu of face-to-face 
IIHerVlews. TIus process follows the federal regulauons exactly and according to the federal rcgulatio ns, DHS 
must document in tllC case fil c when a waiver is granted due to hardship. 

DHS may also waive the face-to-face interview in favor of a telephone interview for all households which 
have no earned IIlcome and allmcmbers of tile household arc elderly or disabled. W·hile the current rules 
provide for this waiver. this walvcr IS onl ), provided if thc authorized representative IS also unable to 
paruclpate 10 the face-to-face interview. 

L1~IITATIQN OF ·J"l-IE APPLICATION TO FOUR PAGES 

\'('hile the applications for pubuc assistance are cumbersome, creating a separate appucalton for SNAP only 
could lead to applicants not receive their full cligibilny for other programs. 

185% FPL GROSS INCOt\·LE LIMIT 

L'nfortunatdy federal regulauons have a specific income test which is limited to 1.300/0 of FPL for most 
households and 165% FilL where elderly and disabled are a sep:ml le household. 1lle gross Income lunn can 
be hIgher man mese amounts If an applIcant IS deemed elIgible through categorical eligibilIty. 

This is an important bill that must be considered as a way to Illcrell.se the particlpauoll III SNAP. ' lllc 
program Itself providcs much needed food to those III need and can also proddc increased federal spending 
III tht state. 

Thank ),ou for me OPPOtltullly to tesuf),. 

Smcerdy. 

A United Way AgenC'j 
WNW legalaidhawaii org 

xecuuve Director 

Legal Services Corporation 



Aloha United Way 

200 N. Vineyard Blvd .. Suite 700 
lIonolu lu.llawaii 96817-3938 
Telephone (808) 536-195 1 
Fax (808) 543-2222 
WW,"".3uw.org 

February 9. 2009 

Senate Committee on Human Services 
Senator Suzanne Chun Oakland. Chair 
Senator Les Ihara. Jr., Vice Chair 
Tuesday, February 10.2009 at 2: 15 P.M. 
Conference Room 016 

S8 1668: Relating to Human Scrvices- Written Testimony in Support 

Dear Chair Chun Oakland, Vice Chair lhara and Committee Members: 

Aloha United Way 

Aloha United Way encourages your favorable consideration ofS8 1668 which eases the eligibility 
requirements for benefits under the supplemental nutrition assistance program. 

Aloha United Way believes that benefits such as this can help motivate recipients (0 move toward self
sufficiency. However, programs that belp augment income are only one of the necessary ingredients 
nceded to create self-sufficiency; asset building is also critical. Unfortunately, the State's continued use 
of the asset test, which considers a household's savings and other non-liquid capital. denies access to the 
supplemental nutrition assistance program for many in need and encourages behaviors that are contrary 
to those required to ach ieve financial stability. Maximizing earnings and saving for the future are 
qualities we encourage, yet the State's standards penalize those who attempt to ach ieve this. 

Statistics from Aloha United Way's 211 information and referral service show a 66 percent increase in 
requests for food pantries, an indication of our community' s growing food insecurity. Easing of the 
eligibility requirements for the supplemental nutrition program would help Hawaii ' s residents rebound 
and move toward financial independence. At the same time, it would bring in millions of federal dollars 
in benefits during a time when they are most needed. 

Aloha United Way thanks you for the opportunity to testify and we encourage favorable consideration of 
S8 1668. 

Sincerely. 

Susan Doyle 
President & Chief Professional Officer 
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Sen.tor Suzanne Chun O.klend 
Chair of Human Servlc •• Committe. 

~ 
Child & Family 

Sf;RVICl! 

P'11'~h!. IIQIIPrtlt1l SIIiCC III 'N 

" ,,, ' ,,"",',",. TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SI!NATI BILL #I SB166S 
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Dear Senator Chun Oakland, 

N.ne'. Hou ••• nd Hale Ho'omalu, family cente .. of Child and 
F.mlly Service dl.trlbute food weekly to K .. u .. I'. low InGome 
and hom.I.... W. Itave recently •• an significant Increa.e. In 
the demand for food and our .ervlc ••. 

We .ecu .. food from the food bank and distribute to our 
familia. weakly, but this alone cannot fully .atl.fy the hunger 
need. of our Gommunlty. Food Stamps/SNAP(Supplement.1 
Nutrition A •• I.tance Progr.m); however. hold. an Important 
key to eUmin_te hunger on our I.'.nd. 

W. ere In .upport of Sen.t. Bill SB186S to expand 
·categorical allglblllty" and ellmlnat. the n_d for .n .... t 
t •• t to d.termine SNAP eligibility. On a bipartl •• n ba.i., the 
U.S. Cong .... has agreed th.t •••• t d.v.lopment I. 
Important to halp low InGome Amerlc.n. tran.ltlon out of 
poverty. Accumulating ..... ta Gle.rly allowa low ineom. 
hou •• hold. to mitigate material hardship. during p .... od. of 
unemployment or IlIne •• ; suffer less of • decline In their living 
st.nd.rd durin, retirement; or make Inv •• tments In their own 
education or hou.lng that inc,ea •• th.lr nnanGI.1 .tablllty. 
Moreover. Hawa"'s current system •• verely pen.llz •• our 
kupun., In partleul.r, for th.l, th,lfty .avlng habib. 

0",. ,t.(,:,-"i~ ,, : S("·'~J/(" .. ,.i".; F .. ..,i lit-., ,,,,,1 F"""'rll~~ ~/,.. H rolrl, ... IJ,' ,·rWj1UI"'/'( (I f ('hiM""1I 
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W •• upport thl. bill a. w. f •• llt will h.lp to .tlmulate tho 
CUrBnt .conomy .nd fead the hunllry poople of H.w.lI. 

If thl. Bill become. I.w, Stot. SNAP' work ... would no lonller 
have to r ••• arch, connrm, verify, end conduct interviews on 
M •••• ls". Th.,e Will be St.te s.vlngs In worke, time .nd 
.n.rgy to qu.llfy ellllible peopl. for food stamps. Currently, 15 
Stat •• h.v. no •••• t t •• t. In determining the eligibility of 
SNAP' participation. 

We al.o .upport ral.lnll the IIro •• Incom. lIuld.lln •• from the 
curr.nt 130% to 11!1% of poverty for SNAP elllllbillty, which 
occu .. In tand.m with expanded categotical eligibility. 

Also, th. current 11 palle SNAP application I. much too lonll; 
Is oyerwhelmlnll for many peopl.; and dete .. them from 
applylnll for benefits for which they m.y b •• lllIible. We 
.uPport "hortenlng the SNAP appllo.tlon to no more th.n four 
palles, a. other .tate. lIaya .I,.ally don •. 

Thank you for your tlm.ly con.ld.ration of thl. Important 
ell.nll. to HawaU'. SNAP prollram, which will llreatly benetlt 
the people of HawaII. 

If you haye any qu.stlon., pleas. contact m. at 8!12-0272. 

Slnc.rely, 

~~~ 
Joyce Splnden 
Prog,.m Director 
H.I. Ho'omalu - ••• t side Kaual 
Nen.'. Hou •• - W •• t sid. Kau •. 
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Opportunities to B8gm Again 

Dr. Merrily Worrell , PSM - MHK - Kallai 
3205 Akahi SI. 
Lihue, HI 96766 

2·6·09 

Senator Suzanne Chun Oakland, Chair - Hwnan Services Committee 

Dear Senator, 

PAGE B2/ a3 

Mental Health Kokua services on Kauai include residentiaJ services, as welJ as Homeless 
Outreach services for folks on Kauai ""ith mental health issues. We secure some food from the 
food bank to supplement these services. "Food Stamps'" are also an important element for many 
people on Kauai who are ~truggJing, 

In these difficu1t economic times, we support legislation to expaod the amount of federal food 
dolla~ available to HawaIi's needy people. USDA's Economic Research Service (ERS) 
estimates tbat every additional 55 of food stamp benefits cau generate S9,20 in total economic 
activity.' We support tbis bill as we feel it will help to stimulate the current economy and feed 
the hungry people of Hawaii . 

We arc: in support of Senate Bill 881668 to expand "categorical eligibility" and eliminate 
the need for an asset lest to detcnnine SNAP eligibility. On a bipartisan basis, tbe U.S. Con~ss 
has agn:ed that asset development is imponant to help low income Americans transition out of 
povert)'. Accumulating assets clearly allows low income households to mitigate material 
hardshjps dwing periods of Wlemployment or illness; suffer less of a decline in their living 
standard during retirement: ox make investrnellts in their own education or housing that increase 
their financial stability. Moreover, HawaiPs current system severely penalizcs our kUPWl8, in 
particular, for the_if thrifty saving habi.ts . 

If this Dill becom.es law, State. SNAP workers would no longer bave to research, confirm, verify, 
and cODduct interviews 011 "assets", Tbere will be State savings in worker time and energy to 
qualify eligibl.e people for food stamps. Currently, 15 States have no asset tests in de1enninjug 
the eligibility of SNAP participation. 

We also support raising the gross income guidelines from the current 1300h to 185% of 
poverty for SNAP cligibi lity~ which occurs in tandem with expanded categorical e1igib.ility. 

Also, the cuncnt 11 page SNAP application is much too Long and is overwhelming for 
many people. This deters them from applying for benefits for which (,bey may be eligible. We 

A non-profit organlzlItion 
Mein Administrative Off'lCe Kauai Administrative Office 

1221 Kapiolani BOUlevard. #345 3205 Akahi Street 
Honolulu, HI 96814 lihue, HI 96766 

Phon. (808) 737·2523 Fox (808) 734·1208 P~on. (808) 632·0466 Fax (808) 632-Q866 
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support shortening the SNAP application to no more than four pages, as other states have already 
done . 

Thank. you for your timely consideralion of this important change to Hawaii's SNAP 
pragran\. which will greatly benefit the people of Hawaii . 

If you have any questions, please contact me at 808-632-0466 

SinccreLy~ 

:::~~~ 

! Hilnson. Kerlneth. E Goliin. Efrects of ChanQ&s in Food Stamp EltpendiftJres BCf'OS$ (he U. S Economy. 
USOAIERS, August 2002. 

2 



HACBED 
Hawai'l Alliance for COmmunity-Based Economic Development 

677 Ala Moana Blvd., Suite 702 Honolulu, HI 96813 
Ph. 808.550.2661 Fax 808.534.1199 

Email jnfo@hacbed,org ww.v.hacbed.org 

Community Voice, Collective Action 

~Members 

Presiden' 
Jason Okuhama (at large) 
Managing Partner, 
Commercial &. Business 
lending 

Via> PresIdent 
Akoni Akana (Maul) 
Executive Director, 
Friends of Moku ' ula 

Se<relary 
Rian Dubach (at large) 
Community Development & 
eRA Manager 
American Savings Bank 

r,..=er 
Wayne Tanna (at large) 
Asset Building CoalItion & 
OIaminade UnIversity 

Kipukai Kualrl (Kaua'l) 
Anahola Kaua' r Agribusiness 
Miaoenterprise Project 

Stacy Crivello (MoIoka'ij 
President 
Ke Aupunl LoIcahl 

Puni Kekauoha & 
Adrienne Dillard (0 'ahu) 
Papakoiea CDC 

Keikialoha Kekipl & 
Susie Osborne (Hawai'i) 
He' oulu Lahui/ Kua 0 Ka La 
Public Charter School 

Kukul & Gary Maunakea-Forth 
(O'ahu) 
WCRC/Mala AI ' Oplc (MA' 0) 

Tommv Otake (atlarge) 
Attorney At Law 

HACBED~ 

Robert Agres, Jr 
Executive Director 

Brent Dillabaugh 
Asset Policy Coordinator 

larissa Meinecke 
Asset Policy Assoaate 

John Higgins 
capacity Buildmg Associate 

Hanale Vincent 
PlannIng & Researdl Associate 

Briana Monroe 
Program SUpport Assistant 

Joonghee Park 
Pfafllllng & Researdl Assistant 

Tuesday, February 10,2009 2:15pm 
Senate Committee on Human Services Rrn.O 16 
Testimony Supportint:, the Intent of SO 1668 

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) 

Dear Chair Chun·Oakland and Committee Members: 

The Hawai'i Alliance for Community Based Economic Development 
(l-IACBED) is submitting test imony supporting the intent of SO 1668. 

Firstly. HACBED would like to commend the Department of Human 
Services (DHS) in their continued efforts to make ass istance more 
accessible to community members by: 

• Expanding SNAP requirements to allow for "categorical 
eligibility" 

• Raising eligibi lity of the program from individuals who are at 
130% of the Federal Poverty Level (FPL) to 185% of the FPL 

The SNAP participation rate in Hawai'i hovers around 72%. That 
means 28% of Hawai'i residents who qualify and need food 
ass istance are not being served. We fu lly support the intent of 
S81668 which would raise the asset limits for qualifiers and make the 
application process easier. Thus providi ng greater access to 
Hawai'i ' s under served families. 

While HACBED supports these measures, we are aware that certain 
components ofSBI668 are too prescriptive and may not pass federal 
muster. Nonetheless, in these di re economic limes HAC BED finnly 
believes that increasing access to SNAP would not only benefit needy 
fami lies, but provide much needed stimulus to the state economy. 

Thank you the opportunity to comment. 

Sincerely, 

Brent Dillabaugh 
Policy Coordinator 
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Chtm:h offi ll: Plldjic. 1'.0. Box 113154. Prine-nil/e HI 96 -22 • Offin: X()~ X16-64X I 
. Glenn Frazier. Raslor 

February 4, 2009 

Senator Suzanne Chun Oakland 
Chair of Haman Services Comminee 

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT 0]<' SENATE BILL #SB1668 

Dear Senator Chun Oakland, 

At the Church of the Pacific, Princeville, Kauai, Hawaii, we have held a weekly 
food pantry since 2002 to assist the people on the North Shore of Kauai who are in need 
of food. In the past four months, we have seen a drastic increase in the numbers of 
people who are in need. Food is received by tOO to 120 people, individuals and families, 
each distribution day. 

Our major source of food is the Kauai Food Bank, but there is just not enough 
food to supply all of the needs on this island. We are so pleased that the Food 
Stamp/SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program); was introdueed to the people 
who come to our location. It is with great hope that this program will help to relieve 
some of the bunger on Kauai . 

We wish to support legislation to expand the amount of federal food dollars 
available to Hawaii 's needy people. USDA's Economic Research Service estimates that 
every additional 55 of food stamp benefits can generate 59.20 in total economic activity . 
We support this bill with the hope that it will help stimulate the current economy and feed 
the hungry people of Hawaii. 

We are in support of Senate Bill SB 1668 to expand "categorical eligibility" and 
eliminate the need for an asset test to determine SNAP eligibility. The U.S. Congress has 
agreed that asset development is important to help low income Americans transition out 
of poverty. Accumulating assets is an important personal self esteem builder, it gives the 
individual or family a feeling of security should there be a period of illness or 
unemployment. On Kauai, we see elderly people who have property. but not the cash 

chunoakland2
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flow to purchase medicine and food. Why should these people have to sell their homes 
just to receive food assistance? 

, 

Currently, 15 states have no asset tests in determining the eligibility of SNAP 
participation. Our State could experience a savings iflhe SNAP workers would no 
longer have to research, confinn, verify and conduct interviews on "assets". 

We also support raising the gross income guidelines from the current 130% to 
185% of poverty for SNAP eligibility. which occurs in tandem with expanded categorical 
eligibility. 

It seems that the current 11 page SNAP application is much too long and is 
overwheLming for many individuals. This often scares them from applying for benefits 
for which they may be eligible. Some other states have already shortened the SNAP 
application. 

The changes as proposed in Senate Bill #SB1668 will greatly benefit the people 
of Hawaii. We share our appreciation to you for taking the time to give attention to these 
important changes. 

I f you have any questions. please contact me at 808-634-0041. 

Glenn Frazier 
Pastor. Church of the Pacific 
United Church of Christ 



'lCauai '1-feaftfi Career 'T'rainina 
-------------- ;'Cari!!8 is our 'B llsilless" ---=-----------

February 4, 2009 
Senator Suzanne Chun Oakland 
Chair of Human Services Committee 

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SENATE BILL" SB1668 

Dear Senator Chun Oakland, 
We are a non.profit agency that feeds the needy on 

Hawaii and we have recently seen significant increases in the 
demand for our services. We feed and care for 75-80 clients 

a month. 

We secure food from the food bank and distribute to our 
needy families but this alone can not fully satisfy the hunger 
needs of our community. Food StampsiSNAP(Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program); however, holds an Important 
key to eliminate hunger on our Island. 

In these difficult economic times, we support legislation 
to expand the amount of federal food dollars available to 
Hawaii's needy people. USDA's Economic Research Service 
(ERS) estimates that every additional $5 of food stamp 
benefits can generate $9.20 In total economic activity.' We 
support this bill as we feel it will help to stimulate the current 
economy and feed the hungry people of Hawaii. 

We are in support of Senate Bill SB1668 to expand 
"categorical eligibility" and eliminate the need for an asset 
test to determine SNAP eligibility. On a bipartisan basis, the 
U.S. Congress has agreed that asset development Is Important 
to help low income Americans transition out of poverty. 
Accumulating assets clearly allows low income households to 

mitigate material hardships during periods of unemployment 

4375 Pllole Sireel, SIIi le C · Lihue, Hawaii 96766·1231 • Tel: (808) 246-1 I 15 · Fax: (808) 246-9638 
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'lCauai '1-feaCtft Career 'T'rainine 
-------------- "Can'lItJ is Ollr 'Business" -------------

or Illness; suffer less of a decline in their living standard 
during retirement; or make Investments In their own education 
or housing that Increase their financial stability. Moreover, 
Hawaii's current system severely penalize. our kupuna, In 
particular, for their thrifty saving habits. 

If this Bill becomes law, State SNAP workers would no 
longer have to research, confirm, verify, and conduct 
interviews on "assets". Ther. will b. State savings In worker 
time and energy to qualify eligible people for food stamps. 
Currently, 15 States have no asset tests In determining the 
eligibility of SNAP participation. 

We also support raising the gross Income guidelines from 
the currant 130% to 185% of poverty for SNAP eligibility, 
which occurs In tandem with expanded categorical eligibility. 

Also, the current 11 page SNAP application Is much too 
long and Is overwhelming for many people. This deters them 
from applying for benefits for which they may be eligible. We 
support shortening the SNAP application to no more than four 
pages, as other states have already done. 

Thank you for your timely consideration of this Important 
change to HawaII's SNAP program, which will greatly benefit 
the people of Hawaii. 

If you have any questions, please contact me at 246-
1115. 

Sincerely, 

6:=~ 
Office Coordinator/Kaual Health Career Training dba/ Tlmao 
Health Services 

4375 Puote Street, Suite C · Lihue, Hawaii 96766-1231 • Tel: (808) 246-1 11 5 · Fax: (808) 246-9638 



February 3, 2009 

P.O. Box 662227, Lihue. HI 96766 
Phone (808) 245-3740 

off"e@hhhk.org 
www.hhhk.org 

Senator Suzanne Chun Oakland 

Chair of Human Services Committee 

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SENATE BILL # 581668 

Dear Senator Chun Oakland, 

Hope, Help and Healing Kaual Is a 501 (c) 3 faith based non~profit who 

offers transitional housing to clients previously incarcerated due to substance 

abuse issues. There is a huge increase In demand for our services and most 
of our clients are In need of basic necessities like food and water. Many of 

our clients secure some of their food from the food bank. 

Kauai Food Bank and Food Stamps/SNAP(Supplemental Nutrition 

Assistance Program); however, holds an Important key to eliminate hunger on 

our Island. 

In these difficult economic times, we support legislation to expand the 

amount of federal food dollars available to HawaII's needy people. USDA's 

Economic Research Service (ERS) estimates that every additional $5 of food 

stamp benefits can generate $9.20 In total economic activity.' We support this 

bill as we feel it will help to stimulate the current economy and feed the 

hungry people of HawaII. 

We are in support of Senate Bill SB1 6 68 to expand licategorlcal 

eligibility" and eliminate the need for an asset test to determine SNAP 

eligibility. On a bipartisan basis, the U.S. Congress has agreed that asset 

development is important to help low Income Americans transition out of 

poverty. Accumulating assets clearly allows low Income households to 

Hope. Help and Healing Kaual is a section 501(c) (3) tax exempt non-profit organizatton 
Tax 10 #20-3420885 All donations are tax deductible as prOVided by law 
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mitigate material hardships during periods of unemployment or iIInessj suffer 

less of a decline in their living standard during retirement; or make 

Investments in their own education or housing that increase their financial 

stability. Moreover, Hawaii's current system severely penalizes our kupuna, in 

particular, for their thrifty saving habits. 

If this Bill becomes law, State SNAP workers would no longer have to 

research, confirm, verify, and conduct interviews on "assets". There will be 

State savings in worker time and energy to qualify eligible people for food 

stamps. Currently, 15 States have no asset tests in determining the eligibility 

of SNAP participation. 

We also support raising the gross income guidelines from the current 

130% to 185% of poverty for SNAP eligibility, which occurs in tandem with 

expanded categorical eligibility. 

Also, the current 11 page SNAP application is much too long and is 

overwhelming for many people. This deters them from applying for benefits 

for which they may be eligible. We support shortening the SNAP application to 

no more than four pages, as other states have already done. 

Thank you for your timely consideration of this Important change to 

Hawaii's SNAP program, which will greatly benefit the people of Hawaii. 

If you have any questions, please contact me at 808·245·3740. 

Sincerely, 

Tina Albao 

Administrator 

Hanson, Kenneth, E. Golan. Effects of Changes in Food Stamp Expendllures across the U S Economy 
U80AlERS. August 2002 

Acme Job Offer to John a PublIC, March I , 200)( - Page 2 



February 12, 2009 

Senator Suzanne Chun Oakland 

Chair of Human Services Committee 

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SENATE BILL # SB1668 

Dear Senator Chun Oakland, 

I attended and testified at the February 10" hearing for 
this bill. I wish to contest some of the testimony given by 
Legal Aid and Department of Human Services. 

Legal Aid stated that the Federal Government sets the 
income guideline at 130% of poverty and that could not be 
changed. This is definitely not correct. The Federal 
Government sets the "Net" to be at or below 100% of the 
poverty guideline to receive SNAP benefits; however, each 
state can set their income guidelines. The state of 
Washington changed to 200%; Vermont changed to 199%; and 
several states have changed their income guidelines to 185%. 

In the memorandum submitted by Lillian Koller, Director 
of Department of Human Services, she states that the 
"comprehensive application form makes sure clients receive 
all the benefits they're entitled to, including SNAP, cash 
assistance, child care, low income household energy 
assistance (LIHEAP), and Medicaid." I have confirmed with 
our local DHS office that this comprehensive application does 
not give clients benefits for child care or low income 
household energy assistance (LIHEAP). 

In addition, this memorandum stated that "Face-to-face 
interviews with a merit employee are a federal requirement of 
SNAP as a way of reducing fraud." During my testimony I read 
and submitted a copy of a document dated October 28, 2008 

from USDA stating that "Data submitted by State agencies in 

recent years does not indicate that telephone interviews 
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negatively affect payment error rates. Additionally, as low
income households are being severely impacted by the rising 

cost of transportation, waiving the face-to-face interview for a 

State's entire caseload at initial certification could 
significantly improve the ability of households to complete the 
application process. For these reasons, we are removing the 
50 percent limit on face-to-face waivers. State agencies that 
currently have approved waivers of the hardship 
documentation requirement at initial certification may 
immediately begin to apply that waiver to their entire 
caseload." 

Thank you for your timely consideration of this important 

change to Hawaii's SNAP program, which will greatly benefit 
the people of Hawaii. 

If you have any questions, please contact me at (808) 
246·3809. 

Sincerely, 

Wendy Rusaw 
Food Stamp Outreach Coordinator 
Kaual Food Bank 
3285 Waapa Road 
Lihue, HI 96766 



Uniled Sune. 
Department of 
Agriculture 

Food • .,., 

N'."'~ 
Servlee 

3101 Park 
C.nl ll!l DrIVe 

A .... nan. VA. 
22302-1500 

USDA 
iiiiii 

OCT 282008 

Subject: Amendment of race·to·Face loten ie" \\'ai\ cr Criteria 

To: All Regional Directors 
upplemental S-utrition Assistance Program 

This is to ad\ ise )OU that we are amending our criteria for the approval of wai,ers of the 
requirement to document household hardship in the household"s case file ,\ hen the 
cllg lbilil) worker \'ai\ es thi: face-to-face inten ie" in fa' or of a telephone inter. ie\\ at 
mitial certification On August ~A. :!OO7. we ad\ ised Regional Offices thai State agencies 
must limit their \.\ai, ers of documentation of face- to-face inten ie\\ "ai'"crs at initial 
certification to no more than 50 percent ofLhcir caseload. We imposed the 50 percem 
limit because \\e \\ere unsure of the payment accurac), consequences of substituting a 
tell'phone intcrvic\\ forthe face- to-face inten ie\\ at initial certification. 

Ilo\\c\ cr, data suhmitted b~ State agencies in recent "ears does nOI indicate that 
te lephone ~ ntcn: icws negativelv alTccl pavmenl error rat,s. Addjlionall~. as lo .... -income 
households arc being se\crd~ impacted by the rising. cost of transportation. waiving Ihe 

('" face-to-face inler- ic\\ for a State's entire cascload at inilial certificat ion could <-- significantly impro\'e the ability efhou~holds to complete the application process. 

For these reasons. we a.re remo\-ing me 50 perccnliimit on face-te-face \\ai\'ers, State 
agencies that cUrTent l~ ha\ e appro\ ed waivers of the hardsh ip documentation 
requirement at initial certification rna) Immediatel Iv that waiver to their 
entire caseload. From this point for ..... ar any approved waivers of the documentation 
n:qutn:mc:nt at initial inter-'iews and recertifications \\ ill he applicable on a statewide 
basis. 

All wa.i\t~rs of tbe face-to-face intcr.ic\\ will nem be subject 10 ani) the follo\l,; n£ 
conditions: 
• The State agenc) must be able to idcmif~ wai\'er cases in cOImcction wilh the QU3Iit) 

CODlrol (QC) rc\ic\\ process: 
• rhe Slale <lg~nc~ must he able to code \\hcthcr a case re\'icwcd in QC \\as last 

interviewed face-Io-face or b) telephone: 
• The Slak' agenc~ must grant a face-to-face illlerv ic\\ if the household or its 

authorized representativc asks for onc. 

If )OU ha\c an~ questions, please contact Melissa Daigle Katz of 111) slalfb~ email or b~ 
telephone al (41 5) 705-1323. ext. 30 .. '" 

)l~~~lA 'kJ. f "---' 
. \nhur I. Fole~ 
J )ircctor 
Program I)~\clopm('nl Di\ ision 

AN EQUAl OPPORTUNITY EMPlOYER 

Tuesday, October 28, 200B.tif 



Hui 0 Mana Ka Pu'uwai 
Outrigger Canoe Club 

t'cbmllY 3,2009 
Senator Suz.'Utnc GlUn OakLmd 
Olair of Hwnan Services G:mmunee 

Dear Senator alUII Oakland, 

6590 Pu'upilo Rd. # A 
Kapaa, Kauai. Hawaii 96746 
808 635·6311 

Wc are a non-profit agencythar feeds the needy on l-law.lii and we have rccemlyseen significam 
increases in the dem.-U1d r or our services. 

We secwe food from the food bank and distribute to ourncedy families but this alone can not fully 
satisfy the hunger needs of our community. Food Stamps/SNAP(Supplemental Nutlltion Assistance 
Program); ho .... 't'ver, holds an impol1arn key to elimin .. uc hWlger on our isllnd. 

In these difficult economic times, Vol' support legislat ion to expand the amount of federal food 
dollars available to Hawaii's needy people. USDA's Economic Resean:h Service (ERS) estimates that every 
additional $5 of food stamp benefits can generate $9.20 in total economic aaivity.l We suppon this bill <lS '.\le 
feci it will help to stimul.ue the current ecollOmyand feed the hWlgry people of i-L .. ",aii. 

WI.' are in Sllppon of Senate Bill SBI668 to expand "categOlical eligibility" and eliminate the need for 
an asset lest to detemline SNAP eligibility. On a bipatlisan basis, the U.S. Congress has agreed that asset 
development is imponant to help low income AmeriCatlS transition out of povellY. AccwTIulating assets 
clearly allows low income households to mitigate mmerial hardships during periods of lUlemployment or 
illness; suffer less of a decline in their living standard during retirement; or m.o.kc investments in their own 
education or housing that incn:;!,Sc their financial stability. Moreover, l-L1waii's CUlTCnt system severely 
penalizes Ollr kupuna, in p,ulicular. (or their thrifty saving habits. 

If this Bill becomes law, State SNAP workers v.'Ol~d no longer have to rcsean:h, confirm. verify, and 
conduct inlelviev.'s on ";!,Ssets". ll1ere will be State savings in worker time and enelID' to qualify eligible 
peol?l~ fa: food stanlps. QIITently, 15 States have no ;!,Sset tests in detcmllning the eligibility of SNAP 
panlclpallon. 

We also Suppall raising the gross income guidelines from the CWTent 130% to 185% of poveny for 
SNAP eligibility, which OCClmi in tandem with expanded categorical eligibility. 

Also, the currem 11 page SNAP application is much too long and is overwhelming for manypcople. 
"nlis deters them from applying for benefitS for which lhey Inay be eligible. We suppon shorlening the 
SNAP application to no more than four pages, as other stales have already done. 

Brian R CurU, President 
Federal I D SOl C (3) # 99·0285770 
Pub"c Olanl)" 509(.)(1), 170(b)(I)(A)(VI) 
Hawaii Tax I DN W-404 38 462 

, 
HClnson. Kenneth. E. Golan. Effects of Changes In Food Stamp Expen<illures across tile U,S. Economy_ 

USOAIERS. August 2002. free 
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February 9, 2009 

Senator Suzanne Chun Oakland 

Chair of Human Serviees Committee 

8083329919 

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SENATE BILL # 5B1668 

Dear Senator Chun Oakland, 

We are a non~p·rofit agency that feeds the needy on 

HawaH and we have reeently seen significant increases In t"e 
demand for our services. 

We secure food from the food bank and distribute to our 

nl!edy families but this alone ean not futry satisfy the hunger 

needs of our community, Food Stamps/SNAP(Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program); however, holds an Important 
key to eliminate hunger on our island. 

In these difficult economic times, we support legislatIon 

to expand the amount of federal food dollars available to 

Hawaii's needy p"ople. USDA's Economic Research Service 
(ERS) estimates that every additional $5 of food stamp 
benefits can generate $9.20 in total economic actIvity.' We 
support this bill as we feel it will help to stimulate the cuttent 

economy and feed the hungry people of HawaII. 

We a.e in support of Senate Bill 581668 to expand 
"categorical eligibility" and eliminate the need for an asset 
test to determine SNAP eligibility. On a bipartisan basis, the 

U.S, Congress has agreed that asset development is Important 
to help low income Americans transition out of poverty. 
Accumulating assets clearly allows low income households to 
mitigate material hardships during periods of unemploymont 
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or Illness; suffer less of D decline in thair living standard 
during retirement; or make investments in their Own education 
or housIng that increase their financial stability. Moreover, 
Hawaii's current system severely penalizes our kupuna, In 
particular, for their thrifty saving habits. 

If this Bill becomes law, State SNAP workers would no 
longer have to research, confirm, verify, and conduct 
Interviews on "assets", There will be State savings In worker 
time and energy to qualify eligible people for food stamps. 
Currently, 15 States have no asset tests in determining the 
eligibility of SNAP participation. 

We also support raising the gross income guidelines from 
the current 130% to 185% of poverty for SNAP eligibility, 
which occurs In tandem with expanded categorIcal eligibility. 

Also, the current 11 page SNAP application is much too 
long and is overwhelming for many people. This d .. ters them 
from applying for benefits for which th .. y may be eligible. We 
support shortening the SNAP application to no more than four 
pages, as other states h.ave already done. 

Thank you for your timely consideration of this Important 
change to Hawaii's SNAP program, which will greatly benefit 
the people of Hawaii. 

If you have any questions, please contact me at 332-

9916. 

Sincerely, 

-----_.-
I H3n&on, Kenll~II). E Golan effects Of Changes In rood Stamp E¥pendiftlf9S OICro.~S the U S 
Er;Orlomy. USOAfERS, August 2002 




