






















































































































































































































































































































































































































From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Sen. Carol Fukunaga 
Thursday, October 01, 2009 2:43 PM 
Trina Ishii; Leslie Campaniano 
FW: Arts Funding 

Please add as testimony, 
carolf 
------ Forwarded Message 
From: Frank Rothschild <fdr@hawaiilink.net> 
Date: Thu, 1 Oct 200913:16:40 -1000 
To: <governor.lingle@hawaii.gov> 

lATE 

Cc: <Laurie.Yoshida@hawaii.gov>, <Itgov@hawaii.gov>, Carol Fukunaga 
<senfukunaga@capitol.hawaii.gov>, Colleen Hanabusa 
<senhanabusa@capitol.hawaii.gov>, "Rep. Calvin Say" <repsay@Capitol.hawaii.gov>, 
"Sen. Brian Taniguchi" <sentaniguchi@capitol.hawaii.gov>, "Rep. James Tokioka" 
<reptokioka@capitol.hawaii.gov>, "Rep. Roland Sagum" 
<repsagum@capitol.hawaiLgov>, Neil Abercrombie 
<neil.abercrombie@mail.house.gov>, Russ Saito <russ.k.saito@hawaii.gov>, 
<GSkinner@dbedt.hawaii.gov>, Gary Hooser <senhooser@capitol.hawaii.gov>, "Rep. 
Hermina Morita" <repmorita@Capitol. hawaii .gov> 
Subject: Arts Funding 

Dear Governor Linda lingle; 

We hear that State Foundation on Culture and the Arts and its grants program is threatened by your 
budget cuts. Although we understand that the state is in financial straits and cuts are being applied 
everywhere, the arts are always an easy target. However SFCA and its grants program generate income 
exponentially. They are a source of funds . Hawaii State Art Museum and historic art collection are 
venerable treasures belonging to the people and the state. They should be protected at all costs. 

Please do not sacrifice SFCA-one of the best ideas to come out of government and pioneered by 
Hawaii. It is a hallmark of our state, emblematic of the best of human endeavors. In hard times we 
need it more than ever. 

Sincerely, Frank Rothschild and Evelyn de Buhr 

Evelyn de Buhr 
Frank Rothschild 
4920 Wailapa Road 
Kilauea, HI 96754 
18081828·1922 
fdr@hawaiilink.net 

------ End of Forwarded Message 



From: Hokulani Holt [hokulani@mauiarts.orgJ 
Thursday, October 01 , 20099:40 AM 
EDTTestimony ATE Sent: 

To: 
Subject: Support for HSFCA funding 

Aloha, 

I would like to write in support of the Hawaii State Foundation on Culture and the 
Arts and urge the State not to reduce its support of the agency. I have been a part of 
the HSFCA for many years as a reviewer for several of its grant panels and as a 
recipient of its support. 

While budget considerations are always an important part of public support, of equal 
consideration is the welfare and quality of life for citizens. The arts are what makes 
life inspiring, joyful, thought provoking, hopeful, and gives each of us a way to look 
at our world. Not all art or culture is for all people, but I believe without it we lose 
sight of who we are as humans. We do a great injustice to our children and the 
generations to follow because we do not teach or leave them with any opportunity for 
expression or creativity. 

As a Kumu Hula and Hawaiian culture practitioner, I see how active participation in a 
cultural art changes and enriches the life of people. Halau Hula welcome people of all 
ethnicities, ages, social and economic levels, and ages ... arts and culture are like that. 
I believe it can create the beginning place for understanding, community 
involvement, and tolerance. Arts and culture strengthens ones view of self and opens 
up the possibilities in the same thing for others. 

The Hawaii State Foundation on Culture and the Arts is necessary to ensure that 
those opportunities and possibilities are made available to the citizens of Hawai'i. I 
have lived all of my life in Hawai'i, my children have lived all of their lives in Hawai'i, 
and my grandchildren will do the same . From the beginning of Hawaiian time, we 
have continually made Hawai'i our home and that too will continue. A strong State 
arts agency is what will help provide us all with a hopeful and inspiring outlook on the 
world, even when economics are bleak. 

Please continue to provide adequate support for the Hawaii State Foundation on 
Culture and the Arts so we can help Hawai'i flourish. Arts and culture touch all of us 
each and every day, support it fully for all of Hawai'i's citizens. 

Sincerely, 

Hokulani Holt-Padilla 



Hokillani Holt 
Cultural Programs Director 
Maui Arts & CulLural Center 
One Cameron Way, Kahului , HI 96732 
(0) 808-243-4269 

, 



From: 
Sent: 

Theresa PapanikoJas [tpapanikolas@honoJuJuacademy.org] 
Thursday, October 01,200912:06 PM 

To: EDIT estimony 
Subject: Hawaii State Foundation for Culture and the Arts 

To whom this may concern, 

I was very saddened to hear that the state or Hawaii may cut 10 positions in its State Foundation for Culture and 
the Arts. This will essentially wipe out the foundation as we know it, eliminating not only state funding for the 
arts and arts organizations, but also potentially curtailing Hawaii's chances of ever receiving federal support for 
the arts. The threat to my own livelihood and to that of my friends and colleagues notwithstanding, I find it 
most disturbing that a state that depends so heavily on tourism--and markets such tourism with the promise of a 
"cultural experience"--would even consider such a move. Please stop being so draconian and remember how 
much the arts enrich ALL of our lives. 

Sincerely, 
Theresa Papanikolas 

Theresa Papanikolas, Ph.D. 
Curator of European and American Art 

Honolulu Academy of Arts 
900 South Beretarua 
Honolulu, HI 96814 

t: 808.532.8772 
f: 808.532.8774 
e: tpapanikolas@honoluluacademy.org 

1 



DEPARTMENT OF ACCOUNTING AND GENERAL SERVICES 

October 2, 2009 
(Date) 

Division/Office/Agency State Foundation on Culture and the Arts 

Program IDrritle AGS 881/State Foundation on Culture and the Arts 

Contact Person/Phone No. Ronald K. Yamakawa/586-0301 

SENATE AD HOC COMMITTEE 
Questiolls from Sella/or Carol Fukullaga 

[Please slale the question or in/ormation requested first , then provide your response] 

l. We understand the State Foundation on Culture and the Arts (SFCA) has 
been advised that ten of its staff (funded partly or in full with general fund support) 
will be terminated as of November 13,2009 due to the State's economic downturn. 
Please identify the positions and the positions' responsibilities with respect to 
programs administered by the SFCA. 

The SFCA was advised on August 4, 2009 that 10 of its staff (all salaried fully or in part 
with General funds) would be tenninated effective November 13,2009 due to the State' s 
economic downturn. 

On September 21 , 2009, position numbers 100256 (Executive Director) and 21199 
(Administrative Services Assistant) were reinstated per letters from the Comptroller. 

Position No. 100256·+ Executive Director Ronald Yamakawa 
Heads Hawaii ' s state arts agency with staff of28; liaison to SFCA Commission; 
represents agency at regional and national levels; legal authority for the agency; in charge 
of all operations and progranls, including Art in Public Places Program, Hawaii State Art 
Museum, 5 program areas - History and Humanities, Arts Education, Folk Arts, 
Individual Artist Fellowships, and CommWlity Arts; Biennium Grants to arts and cultural 
organizations statewide (the largest source ofpublic funding in the state). 



Position No. 16047* Secretary II - Shiralli Dole 
Provides clerical support to the executive director and SFCA Commission. Takes 
commission meeting minutes and provides support for confidential personnel and 
administrative matters. 

Position No. 21199*+ Administrative Services Assistant - Estelle Enoki 
Develops and executes agency budget; drafts legislation and legislative testimony; heads 
support services section with staff of 6 FTE; day to day management of the office and 
operations; administers grants; responsible for special projects; staff training; drafting 
policy and a wide range of administrati ve support duties. 

Position No. 27618 Arts Program Specialist III - Charles Medeiros (Contracts Officer) 
Administers and monitors contracts and grants; responsible for federal reporting. 
Primary user of online databases (2). Determines eligibility status of grant applications; 
interprets policy issues, facilitates peer review panel process. 

Position No. 31184* Accountant IV Susan Naanos 
Responsible for fiscal management of the agency; payments; inventory management; 
federal draw downs and reporting; reconciliations; quarterly reports on revenue estimates; 
payroll; special fund assessments; quarterly financial statements; accounting policy 
interpretation and enforcement. 

Position No. 32913 Arts Program Specialist IV - Denise Miyahana (History and 
Humanities Coordinator) 
Supervises Designated Programs section of 6 FTE. Develops, contracts, monitors, and 
evaluates programs and projects in culture, arts, history and humanities. Performs federal 
reporting, addresses cultural and performing arts issues. 

Position No. 41586 Office Assistant III June Anami 
Grants database management; data entry; federal reporting; office management; 
purchasing supplies; maintaining office equipment. 

Position No. 44829 Arts Program Specialist III - Fay Ann Chun (Individual Artist 
Fellowships and Awards Coordinator) 
Coordinates Governor's Award for Distinguished Achievement in Culture, Arts and 
Humanities; Individual Artist Fellowships in the visual and perfonning arts; Hawaii 
Award for Literature. Coordinates award ceremonies and provides support to grants 
administration. 

Postion No. 45697* lnfomlation Specialist 1II - Ken Hamilton 
Perfomls public relations; coordinates media coverage; manages database and direct 
mail; issues press releases; produces annual report and enewsletter. 

Position No. 45698 Account Clerk III - Mieu Nguyen 
Responsible for processing payments from General and Federal funds; data entry in FMS 
and FAM IS. 



* Position Funded by 50% General and 50% Works of Art Special Fund 
+ Position Restored on September 21, 2009 

2. How will the elimination of the eight SFCA staff positions impact the SFCA's 
ability to implement its responsibilities to disburse funds from the Works of Art 
Special Fund to culture and arts organizations? 

Reducing our fiscal and clerical infrastructure would compromise our ability to conduct 
business effectively and efficiently. After elimination of the Accountant IV and Account 
Clerk III positions, the remaining Account Clerk III , currently funded by the Works of 
Art Special Fund, would be overwhelmed with the responsibility for processing $7 
million from multiple funding sources through multiple contracts for all SFCA programs 
mandated by Hawaii Revised Statutes Chapter 9, including Art in Public Places, Hawaii 
State Art Musewn, Biennium Grants, History and Humanities, Arts Education, Folk Arts, 
Individual Artist Fellowships and Awards, and Community Arts. Accounting support 
from the DAGS Administrative Services Office would offset some of the difficulties. 

Since the mid-90's, the SFCA has lost 3 of6 clerical positions. The layoffs of the 
Secretary II and Office Assistant III positions would result in only one clerical position 
(Clerk Stenographer II) serving a staff of20 and a commission of 9 members. 
Responsibilities for purchasing, data entry, database maintenance, support to the SFCA 
Commission and the executive director would be compromised. 

Three of the positions are funded with 50% Special Funds and 50% General funds. I 
have asked the NEA ifit would be acceptab le to convert these positions to half Special 
and half Federal funds instead of eliminating them completely. 

How will the elimination of the eigbt SFCA staff positions impact the SFCA's ability 
to implement its responsibilities to administer federal NEA funding to continue 
state/federal partnership programming? 

I have been advised that the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) will freeze our 
federal funds for FY 20 I 0 if layoffs to our administrative and fiscal positions occur. This 
includes ARRA stimulus funds. The freeze is based on the fact that we would not have 
"skilled professional sta[[to lead the agency, develop and implement programming 
consistent with the agency 's state arts plan," and that these circumstances "would 
jeopardize the Foundation's ability to retain its Partnership Agreement ... " 

The responsibilities assigned to the abolished positions specializing in grants 
administration, history and humanities, individual artist fellowships and awards may be 
reassigned to the federally funded positions through a staff reorganization. However, 
there are serious concerns over the capacity of three staff positions and their ability to 
implement all of our various grants (Bienniwn Grants, Artists-in-the Schools, Folk Arts 
Apprenticeships) and mandated (History and Humanities, Arts Education, Individual 
Artist Fellowships, Conununity Arts) programs satisfactorily. 



Positions funded by the Works of Art Special Fund are restricted to working under the 
Art in Public Places Program and Hawaii State Art Museum. 

3. What are some of the requirements for state arts agencies to qualify for and 
to receive federal NEA Partnership funds? 

The state arts agency must enter into a Partnership Agreement with the NEA and meet 
the following requirements related to its operations and governance. 

• Meet the " legal Requirements" outlines in the NEA guidelines. 
• Be designated and financially supported by its state government. 
• Maintain sound fiscal and administrative procedures. 
• Provide for fair funding decisions that take into account artistic excellence and 

merit, as detennined primarily through a panel process. 
• Have its own board, council, or commission. 
• Carry out a planning process that effectively involves the fu ll range of arts 

constituents and the public. 
• Make the public aware of programs and make programs available in underserved 

communities throughout the state. 
• Provide leadership in arts education, and 
• Provide infonnation on agency-supported activities in accordance with federal 

reporting requirements. 

IfSFCA staff is eliminated and other departments or agencies were proposed to 
take on existing SFCA responsibilities for administering federal NEA Partnership 
funds, what actions must tbe State of Hawaii take to meet its federal funding 
requirements? 

See above. 


