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MISSION
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THE UNIFIED COURT SYSTEM OF HAWAII
• Appellate Courts

– Supreme Court
– Intermediate Court of Appeals

• General Jurisdiction Courts
– Circuit Courts
– Family Courts *

• Limited Jurisdiction Courts
– District Courts, including Traffic Courts
– Specialty Courts

The Judiciary is the third branch of Hawaii’s State Government. It is 
invested by Article VI of the State Constitution with powers coequal 
to those of the legislative and executive branches.  All of Hawaii’s 
courts are contained within an integrated system funded by one 
source – the State Legislature.  A central administrative office, 
headed by a director appointed by the Chief Justice with the 
approval of the Supreme Court, assists in supervising operations.

* A division of the Circuit Courts
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OTHER LIMITED JURISDICTION SPECIALTY 
COURTS/PROGRAMS

• Adult Drug Courts (4)

• Family Drug Courts (2)

• Juvenile Drug Court (1)

• Adult Mental Health Court (1)

• Girls Court (1)

• Teen Courts (2)

• Juvenile Sex Offender Unit (1)

• Project Hope (1)

• CAAP (3)
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REVENUES AND CURRENT 
APPROPRIATION
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G:\commonbu\excel\lori\10 preleg\revenuespp

FY 2008 FY 2009

General Fund
Courts of Appeal 53,342 29,196
First Circuit 23,329,746 24,297,430
Second Circuit 4,287,181 3,930,331
Third Circuit 4,839,521 4,748,420
Fifth Circuit 1,676,275 1,675,829
Administration 22,930 1,048,261

Sub-total 34,208,995 35,729,467

Special Fund 10,570,093 10,805,742

TOTAL 44,779,088 46,535,209

REVENUES
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Judiciary General Fund Appropriations Compared to State General Fund 
Appropriations
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G:\commonbu\excel\lori\10 preleg\fixed costs chart

How the Judiciary's Base Appropriations are Expended
      FY 2010 - Total Appropriations:  $139,000,000
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FY 2011
SUPPLEMENTAL BUDGET REQUESTS
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FY 2011 SUPPLEMENTAL BUDGET REQUESTS

• General Fund – No Requests

• Probation Services Special Fund – Ceiling Increase from $300,000 to $425,371

• Capital Improvement Program Funds – Total $34,467,000
– Administrative Services Building Kapolei ($3,050,000)
– Ka’ahumanu Hale – Roof, Lanai, Terrace Deck Improvements ($4,215,000)
– Ka’ahumanu Hale – Upgrade Elevator Systems ($312,000)
– Kauikeaouli Hale – Cooling Tower Piping Replacement ($340,000)
– Lahaina and North Kahala Roof/Wall Improvements ($300,000 each)
– Lump Sum – Judiciary Facilities Statewide ($25,950,000)
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CURRENT/POTENTIAL IMPACTS 
OF

BUDGET REDUCTIONS/RESTRICTIONS
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CURRENT/POTENTIAL IMPACTS OF BUDGET 
REDUCTIONS/RESTRICTIONS

• Increased crime
• Higher recidivism
• Increased costs to the State
• Prison/juvenile facility overcrowding
• Increased risk to children/families
• Increased public safety concerns
• Scheduling problems
• Justice delayed
• Reduction in cases being assigned GAL/legal 

counsel
• Loss/reduction in certain types of 

treatment/counseling programs
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IMPACTS (continued)

• Less time for supervision/monitoring, no training
• Unreasonable caseloads
• Public dissatisfaction/waiting
• Employee stress, tension, frustration, errors
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Adult Juvenile Family
Oahu 611 94 106
Maui 309 2 20
Hawaii 104 15 n/a
Kauai 74 5 n/a

Total 1,098 116 126

1,340 graduates since the f irst Drug Court w as established

in 1996.

DRUG COURT GRADUATES

G:\COMMONBU\EXCEL\LORI\10PRELEG\STATS DRUG COURTS 
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Adult Juvenile Family
Oahu 120 50 64
Maui 106 n/a 6
Hawaii 107 11 n/a
Kauai 54 4 n/a

Total 387 65 70

522 active participants in Drug Court programs.

DRUG COURT
FY 2009 ACTIVE PARTICIPANTS

G:\COMMONBU\EXCEL\LORI\10PRELEG\STATS DRUG COURTS 
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Active PSD/day PSD/Yr Total
Oahu 120 139 50,735 $6,088,200
Maui 106 139 50,735 $5,377,910
Hawaii 107 139 50,735 $5,428,645
Kauai 54 139 50,735 $2,739,690

Total 387 $19,634,445

Adult Drug Court Operating Costs: $3.1 million

COST COMPARISION
ADULT DRUG COURTS VS. INCARCERATION

G:\COMMONBU\EXCEL\LORI\10PRELEG\STATS DRUG COURTS 
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Active HYCF/day HYCF/Yr Total
Oahu 50 278 101,470 $5,073,500
Hawaii 11 278 101,470 $1,116,170
Kauai 4 278 101,470 $405,880

Total 65 $6,595,550

Juvenile Drug Court Operating Costs:  About $1 million

JUVENILE DRUG COURTS VS. INCARCERATION
COST COMPARISION

G:\COMMONBU\EXCEL\LORI\10PRELEG\STATS DRUG COURTS 
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G:\COMMONBU\EXCEL\LORI\10PRELEG\STATS DRUG COURTS 

Adult Juvenile Family
Oahu 12.20% 15.00% 6.08%
Maui 16.00% n/a 4.50%
Hawaii 6.73% 0.00% n/a
Kauai 3.49% 0.00% n/a

* Oahu Adult is since FY 07.

RECIDIVISM RATES SINCE INCEPTION*
DRUG COURTS
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G:\COMMONBU\EXCEL\LORI\10PRELEG\POTENTIAL EFFECT 

POTENTIAL EFFECT OF PROGRAM SHUTDOWNS

Juvenile Sex Offenders Unit (program allocation - $400,000):

If the program were shut down, the cost to place the 21 active participants in HYCF would be about $2.1 
million.

Mental Health Court (program allocation - $175,000):

If the program were shut down, the cost to place the 37 active participants into incarceration would be about 
$1.9 million.  

Hawaii’s Opportunity Probation with Enforcement (HOPE program allocation - $1 million):

The average cost to supervise an individual on probation is $1.82 per day while incarceration costs $139 
per day.  The cost to transfer all 1,483 active probationers to incarceration would be about $75.2 million.

Court Annexed Arbitration Program (CAAP program allocation - $183,000):

The 10,125 First Circuit cases terminated by award since inception of the program in 1986 would have cost 
about $32 million if they had gone to 3 day civil trial with jurors ($3,200 per case).
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