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The Department of Education’s general fund operating budget has been reduced and
restricted beginning last fiscal year. Each successive reduction increases the impact

on student learning.

FY09 FY10 Description
Amount Amount
$10.26 M $10.26 M | 2008 Legislature reduction in Act 158/08, beginning FY
2008-09
$38.90 M Governor's restrictions (3 separate actions)

$5.69 M | “Non-recurring costs” reduced by Department of Budget
and Finance (B&F) in Fiscal Biennium 2009-2011 budget |
$40.01M | Reductions approved by Board of Education October 9,
2008

$43.00 M | 2009 Legislature reduction to EDN 100 in Act 162/09; a
proviso in section 163 states it shall be considered a
non-recurring reduction to be restored in FB2011-2013

$0.30 M | 2009 Legislative reduction to programs in EDN 150 and
400

$127.70 M | Governor’s restriction (June 2009)

$49.16 M | $226.96 M | TOTAL: Cumulative impact on general funds

AN AFFIRMATIVE ACTION AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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Many general fund programs were reduced or eliminated in the Fiscal Biennium

2009-2011 budget. The programs which were eliminated by either the Governor or

the Board are listed below. In addition, funding for many other programs was

reduced.
FY 2009
FY 2009 Program

ProgID Program Description FTE Total

15126 | Agriculture Education 1.00 $83,147
25239 | AP Teacher Training & Materials - 500,000
16366 | Artmobile - 92,935
24319 | Audiovisual Centers - 160,131
18892 | Career Opportunities Program - 310,415
15699 | Comprehensive System of Prof Dev 2.50 127,753
25749 | Cooperative/Host Teacher Training - 15,315
15610 | Early Childhood Learning 2.00 350,001
15625 | Early Learning Council 3.00 250,000
91521 | Families For REAL 4.00 399,999
33081 | Financial System Improvement - 1,250,000
37996 | Hawaii 3R's - 460,000
47249 | Non-School Hour Programs (not A+) 2.00 807,748
16404 | Position Related Furniture - 750,000
12262 | Preliminary Standards Achievement Test - 175,000
12642 | Resources For New Facilities-Reg Educ - 1,609,658
12644 | Resources For New Facilities-Sch Admin - 153,251
12645 | Resources For New Facilities-Sch Library - 50,991
12643 | Resources For New Facilities-Spec Educ - 13,232
15135 | School Complx Res Svcs-Gen Curriculum 0.50 21,579
34000 | School Support Services 5.00 325,776
15112 | School To Work Transition Centers 15.00 762,712
12260 | Science Instructional Materials - 2,000,000
16765 | Student Services Coordinators-PCS 28.00 1,875,165
12664 | Substitute Clericals™ - 1,719,914
12668 | Substitute Custodians® - 1,406,905
12665 | Substitute Security Attendants™ - 264,736
47244 | Substitute Teacher Compensation® - 800,000
25750 | Teacher Education-Kauai District - 80,445

*Substitute costs will be charged to federal Impact Aid
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The Board of Education approved the Department’s FY 2009-10 budget at its

July 9, 2009 general business meeting. Included in the Board’s approval was
$117.43 million labor savings to be achieved by “Reductions of casual hires, Accrued
Salary Savings, Negotiate Furloughs, or RIFs.”

The Governor’'s $127.7 million restriction for FY 2009-10, which was announced on
June 15, 2009, was based on an assumption of three furlough days per month. We
have been advised that next year’s reduction will be at least $142.6 million. To
illustrate the magnitude of these numbers, if the Board eliminated the general fund
appropriations for all programs and personnel in EDNs 200, 300, and 500
(Instructional Support, State and Complex Area Administration, and School
Community Services) the total “savings” would be $89.1 million, which would be
$53.5 million less than the reduction for next fiscal year.

Also included in the Department’s FY 2009-10 budget, as approved by the Board, are
funds for education from the ARRA State Fiscal Stabilization Funds (SFSF), Part A.
The Department will draw on Part A SFSF totaling approximately $53 million per year
for Fiscal Biennium 2009-11 to offset the $43 million per year budget reduction taken
by the 2009 Hawaii State Legislature and to meet the additional 14 percent
budgetary restriction of $127.7 million this fiscal year, and an additional reduction of
$142.6 million next fiscal year imposed by Governor Lingle on the Department in July
2009 and October 2009, respectively.

Thank you for your support of public education and your concern for the impact on
student learning due to the furloughs. We are willing to work with you to arrive at
solutions to improve the situation. [f you, or your committee members, have
questions regarding the Department’s operating budget, please contact

Mr. James M. Brese, Assistant Superintendent and Chief Financial Officer,

at 586-3737, or Ms. Adele Chong, Budget Director, at 586-3359.



TESTIMONY OF THE HAWAII STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
TO THE SPECIAL SENATE COMMITTEE
TO CONSIDER APPROACHES TO TEACHER FURLOUGHS
STATE CAPITOL
AUDITORIUM
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 30, 2009

Chairperson Taniguchi, Vice Chairperson Espero, and Members of the Special
Senate Committee, good afternoon. | am Garrett Toguchi, Chairman of the Hawaii
State Board of Education (Board). Thank you for this opportunity to present
testimony on the Board’s behalf on options to address the issue of teacher furloughs
and loss of instructional days in our public schools.

In addressing the massive $473.7 million budget shortfall imposed on the Department
of Education (Department) for Fiscal Biennium 2009-2011, the Board looked at a
wide range of options. Preventing the loss of student instructional days and avoiding
furloughs not only for teachers, but other employees, have been at the forefront of
our deliberations. Without a doubt, furloughs negatively affects student learning, as
would deep cuts to educational services, elimination of programs, and increasing
class sizes through layoffs.

The Board has long maintained that there must be a multi-pronged approach to meet
the $473.7 million shortfall for the 2009-2011 Fiscal Biennium. This includes:

¢ Implementing a five percent across-the-board cut to non-labor costs on
supplies and equipment;

e Streamlining Department operations by consolidating programs and services;

e Placing hiring freezes on vacant employee positions;

Implementing internal cost and energy-saving measures for water, electricity,

sewer, and transportation;

Holding off on new educational initiatives;

Reducing workshops and other professional development opportunities;

Cutting down, and in many cases, eliminating travel;

Moving forward on a process to streamline the consolidation of schools that

includes studies of possible sites and the closing of Wailupe Valley School this

past May; and

¢ Implementing furloughs.

The Board’s and Department’s intentions have been to mitigate the impact of budget
cuts to schools and classrooms. Seventy-two percent of the Department’s total
budget is still expended by principals, with a significant portion of this funding going
to direct services for classrooms. Centralized services, which makes up 22 percent
of the Department’s total budget, covers a range of essential services, such as food
and transportation costs, utility costs, repair and maintenance costs, and autism
services costs. These are all services that are essential to supporting schools,
classrooms, and students.
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There is little doubt in my mind that these huge budget restrictions and reductions will
have an adverse impact on student learning.

The Board is requesting greater state support for public education. We are
requesting the Governor and the Legislature to pursue other funding options and
sources for public education and our public libraries. The Rainy Day Fund and the
Hawaii Hurricane Relief Fund are two options to offset the immense impact of the
budget shortfalls to public education. The enactment of a General Excise Tax
increase is another option to support the education of students. We understand that
tapping these funds is short-sighted and a one time act. But we need this short-term
relief for students.

The Board also requests the Governor to support public education with the
commitment of State Fiscal Stabilization Fund Part B moneys (federal Governor
Services Fund moneys) that was made available to her through the federal American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act. This federal assistance is crucial to address critical
education needs.

Federal stimulus dollars, revenue increases, and moneys from special funds,
combined with the actions the Board and Department have taken to cut spending,
can support student learning and public education in these dire times.

Besides the other cost-cutting measures in the areas | have mentioned, | will ask the
Board to look at increasing user fees, such as the use of school building and
facilities, student transportation, the After-School Plus (A+) Program, and athletics,
as a means to addressing shortfalls and balancing the education and libraries’
budgets.

On behalf of the Board, thank you very much for the opportunity to present testimony.



Special Senate Hearing: Education Furlough

Hearing on Friday, October 30, 2009
12:30 pm in Capitol Auditorium

Testimony in Strong Support of Full Funding for Public Education
Senator Espero:

Thank you for allowing me to provide testimony as an individual Member of the
Hawaii State Board of Education (Board).

Education is a service. Whether it’s a public school or a private school, education is a
service. Teachers are the service providers. The funding cuts and restrictions to our
public education budget to date have resulted in services being cut.

As the cuts and restrictions began a year ago, the Board did what it could to not allow
the instructional time to be affected. In fact, just before we began contract negotiations
the Department and the Board affirmed our desire to preserve instructional days and
increase funding to the schools. For instance, we moved over $20 million from DOE
special program funds, including some athletics monies, into the Weighted Student
Formula pot so that each school could be allocated a larger amount per student. [For
many years now, the Board has funded the weighted student formula beyond the
percentage mandated in Act 51. Why would we willingly undue all that work?]

However, more and more cuts and restrictions kept coming. Facing cut after cut,
restriction after restriction, the Board’s refusal to cut instructional days, made the
governor and other decision makers think they were not cutting public education
enough. Just when we thought we would get relief from the ARRA federal stimulus
money, we were preemptively struck by more cuts and restrictions.

It's like a kid in a playground refusing to cry “uncle” when being pushed around, so the
bully pushes harder. Well, I think we are hearing the kids in the playground screaming
“uncle!” We are hearing families screaming “uncle!”. We are hearing citizens who
don’t even have children in public schools screaming “uncle!”.

Please stop cutting public education funding from the budget. Please help us to
persuade the Lingle-Aiona Administration to stop imposing additional restrictions.
Please raise the state funds needed deliver the service of educating our children. The
legislature raised the GET by 0.5% to invest in rail. The education of our children must
be valued as much as a mass transit system — if not more.

Thank you for your time and consideration,

Kim Coco Iwamoto

Hawaii State Board of Education Member
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The Hawaii Govemment Employees’ Association, AFSCME Local 152, AFL-CIO
respects the agreement negotiated between the Hawaii State Teachers Association, the
Board of Education, Department of Education and the state administration that includes
seventeen furlough days. While we understand and appreciate the community-wide
interest in restoring lost instructional days, the agreement negotiated by the HSTA
under Chapter 89, HRS should not be altered in any way through legislative action. It is
up to the parties to negotiate any changes in the agreement.

Moreover, discussion about using the Hurricane Relief Fund or special funds to pay for
the restoration of lost instructional days is too limited. A broader solution to the
revenue shortfall is needed that would mitigate the impact of furloughs not only in the
Department of Education, but in other vital programs that impact public health and
safety. The state would be better off raising revenue to make up the furlough savings.

We appreciate the opportunity to present testimony on this important issue.
pectfully submitted,

12

Randy Perreira
Executive Director

888 MILILANI STREET, SUITE 601 HONOLULU, HAWAII 96813-2991
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Senator Brian Taniguchi, Chair

Senator Will Espero, Vice Chair

Special Senate Committee to Consider Approaches to Teacher Furloughs
State Capitol

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

RE: Options to Address Teacher Furloughs/Loss of Instructional Time
Dear Chair Taniguchi and Vice Chair Espero,

The Special Education Advisory Council (SEAC), Hawaii’s State
Advisory Panel under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act,
is very concerned over the disruption to student learning opportunities
caused by the loss of 17 instructional days due to teacher furloughs.
Prior to the imposition of the furlough schedule, SEAC consistently
requested the Legislature and the Governor to seriously consider finding
alternative funding for education through the use of special funds (such
as the Hurricane Fund and the Rainy Day Fund) and general excise tax
increases.

Teacher furloughs affect not only students, especially vulnerable
students whose disabilities make learning more challenging, but their
families, as well. Working families are scrambling to find alternative
child care, a task made more daunting and expensive when generic
child care providers, like the YMCA and Kamaina Kids, are unable to
accommodate a child with special health or behavioral needs. A number
of parents have also expressed their anxiety over how their child’s IEP
services will be delivered given the altered instructional calendar.

The pending lawsuits over furloughs are adding to the uncertainty and
anxiety experienced by parents and teachers. Should the furloughs

be overturned in district court, the Department will most certainly be
faced with a difficult choice of cutting teaching positions to make up
the budget deficit or ending the instructional year early. Either choice
would negatively impact ALL students and particularly students with
disabilities, who are often more vulnerable to academic failure.

Mandated by the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act
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Even if special education teaching positions are spared, the majority of IDEA eligible
students receive two or more classes a day in the general education classroom and
will have a harder time reaching IEP goals with larger class sizes, fewer opportunities
for classroom personnel to learn the evidence based learning strategies these students
need to succeed, and fewer overall resources to the classroom.

SEAC believes strongly, as we assume your Committee does, that reducing support
for public education causes the effects of the current economic recession to be felt
much more deeply and for a longer period of time. Children are our greatest assets.
SEAC would therefore be supportive of further exploration into alternative funding
sources, so that instructional days can be reinstated and Hawaii’s students can receive
a quality education.

Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony on this most important issue. If
you have any questions, you are welcome to contact me at 988-4962 or 733-5363.

Respectfully,

Ivalee Sinclair
Chair

Mandated by the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act



SENATE AD HOC COMMITTEE

HEARING ON EDUCATION DAY FURLOUGHS

Friday, October 30, 2009

My name is John Radcliffe, and for thirteen years, from 1975 until 1988, | was the Executive Director of the HSTA.
When | came to the job, Hawaii’s teachers were, on a state to state basis, the 4™ pest paid in the country, and we
also ranked among the best in educational outcomes. For thirteen years | struggled to keep our schools as good as
they were when | came to the union. By 1988, they had declined some, but not a lot. The basic reasons for the
decline in Hawaii were: growing permissiveness, increased bureaucratization, and the aggressive rise of
privatization of schools.

The Hawaii public schools have never had the advantages of Hawaii’s private schools. They were always, physically,
pretty bare bones. But they were blessed by generations of strong, dedicated teachers who made the difference.
And, at least since statehood, the relevant parties have provided a level floor for public school kids, in that they
didn’t throw up official barriers to getting to school, or being in school. In the words of that great British

philosopher, Mick Jagger, you couldn’t always get what you want. But you could get what you need.

That is, until now. By cutting the school year from 180 days to something just around 160, our kids lose any
semblance of a level floor with any other kids in Hawaii, in the United States, or, indeed, any other modern
country. In some school months they will be permitted to attend school only 10 or 11 days! At this level of non-
support, hope flies away. Why should they try? Why should their teachers try? They are officially second class.

It means as a society we are not merely economically challenged, but morally bankrupt. If it stands, it means that
we have abandoned our children to something not even technically fair. | note that last night, in an unofficial poll
in the local business newspaper, The Pacific Business News, 81% said NO to using some money from the
Hurricane Relief Fund to permit public school kids to attend a full year of school. If that doesn’t say moral
bankruptcy, what does? Moral bankruptcy it may be, but it also signals that many of our business and professional
people, perhaps a strong majority, no longer consider public education in Hawaii to be an essential part of the

American dream.

Nonetheless, if our kids and teachers are not given a fair chance to at least try to compete, if a level floor is taken
away, hope for any fair chance at success goes with it.

Beyond the two federal suits that will be heard on Tuesday by Judge Ezra, there is not a lot that any of us can do,
legally, to force the issue. However, for the sake of the community, | urge that all of us, respectfully ask the
Governor, the DOE and BOE, and the respective unions, to reopen bargaining as to this issue and to try again.

All good citizens, including those in business and the professions, need to step up on this one---and ask the parties
to try again.

We all have to say with a clear voice: Hawaii’s public school kids have to be given the hope of fairness.

No hope, no fairness. No fairness, no Hawaii—as we know it.



Sen. Will Espero

From: Sen. Suzanne Chun Oakland

Sent: Wednesday, October 28, 2009 9:17 AM
To: 'Joni Kamiya'; All Senators; All Reps
Subject: RE: The State of Public Education
Categories: Print Big Island

Thank you, Joni. | appreciate your thoughts.
Aloha,

Senator Susie Chun Oakland

From: Joni Kamiya [mailto: i
Sent: Wednesday, October 28, 2009 7:07 AM

To: All Senators; All Reps

Subject: The State of Public Education

Dear Senators and Representatives,

I am writing to you in regards to the latest discussion regarding the public education furlough issue. I would
like to express my opinion to you and challenge you to think broader and deeper when it comes to problem
solving some very difficult issues.

I realize that funding our educational system is the problem with why we have to have furloughs however, the
problem lies much deeper than that. For years, nearly 40 years, there have been discussions about reforming the
public educational system that has been wrought with problems. Multiple panels have found that because of the
multiple parties involved with decision making with the educational system, there is not accountability. This
pervades all of government in fact.

I urge you to come up with discussions much broader than throwing money from other funds to pay for this
broke bureaucratic system. More money in to a system that lacks accountability will not make it better and is
only a bandaid to the bigger problem. You as our leaders have to take a bigger step and stick your neck our for
what is right and create a government that is SUSTAINABLE.



Sen. Will Espero

From: Joni Kamiy st iiSSRN

Sent: Wednesday, October 28, 2009 5:59 PM

To: Sen. Will Espero

Subject: Special Senate Committee Regarding Teacher Furloughs 10/30/09
Categories: Print Big Island

Dear Senator Espero,
I am writing this testimony in regards to the above mentioned meeting on 10/30/09 at 12:30 p.m.

The issue at hand with the furloughs in our educational system must not been seen and dealt with simply. What
this issue indicates is that there is a much deeper problem in our public educational system rather than funding.
I encourage this special committee to look beyond the simple funding of the furloughs as a solution. Too many
times in government, throwing money at the issues temporarily solves problems. I do not want to see this
happen in this case. You as our leaders in government have to look at creating a sustainable system that
supports itself and functions through good and hard times.

There has been many panels studying our public educational system and each have indicated that there is a lack
of accountability. Herein lies the issue in which we must address. What is this lack of accountability stemming
from? The state auditor as well as the panels that have reviewed the educational system has found that
decentralization is key to addressing this problem. It has yet to happen in reality after 40 years of multiple
governors attempting to reform the system. This is the challenge that lies ahead for this committee.

I urge you to avoid the simple and most obvious fixes of putting more money into education. How can it be that
our largest portion of the state budget is for education and it can't run properly nor provide the results we'd
expect of it? Go beyond furloughs and look into addressing the real issue of reforming the system. If not, every
few years when tax revenues are low we will have to deal with the same problem over and over. Address the
real issue once and for all, REFORM EDUCATION and stop adding more money to a system that can't even
account for it. This is your responsibility to the taxpayers as well as the future of Hawaii's keiki!

Sincerely,

Joni Kamiya
Kaneohe, Hawaii

AN



Sen. Will Espero

From: Josephine mcgarry |

Sent: Wednesday, October 28, 2009 11.02 AM
To: Sen. Will Espero

Subject: October 30th hearing Testimony
Categories: Print Big Island

Dear Senator Espero
I ask that you please include this in the arguments for special session. Thank you for
ensuring our voices are heard.

sincerely

Jo Curran

Dear Representative Gene Ward
I strongly support a special session to find a solution to furlough days for public school
students and I hope that you will too.

I feel it is vital that all parties come together and resolve this situation which has
resulted in Hawaii's children having the shortest time in school in the nation.
Compromising our children's education is not an option, and I believe in the long term,
ignorance costs far more than education.
I would ask that you consider public opinion, which is reaching an unprecedented level of
concern over Hawaii's children being the most poorly educated in the nation, and ask Senator
Espero to call for a special session.

Most sincerely,

Jo McGarry Curran




Sen. Will Espero

From: John Gallagher

Sent: Wednesday, October 28, 2009 11:15 AM
To: Sen. Will Espero

Subject: Furloughs

Aloha Senator Espeto,

The problem with the furloughs as currently implemented has split decisions. Of course parents are upset. The issue of Special
needs children is nothing but a smoke screen. What happens during regular scheduled holidays, etc. Seems to be no problem then and
it should not be with the current furloughs.

Personally, I think the Unions played a big part in causing all the problems. Common sense would indicate that there were better
days to select for the furlough without causing much disruption in school activities. If Monday had been selected as many suggested,
the Friday activities and sports would not have be affected as much. I think the Unions picked Friday since this would have caused
the most problem yet it did provide a three day weekend which would have been the same if Monday had been selected..

The idea of using teacher training and professional development days, etc, which is now being considered is a much desired
solution. However, I am firm against using the Hurricane Relief Fund for any purpose not related to a hurricane. The Rainy Day
Fund is a reserve setup using ALL taxpayer money. The Hurricane Relief Fund belongs to the homeowners.

NOW LET ME SUGGEST THE BEST SOLUTION THAT WOULD EFFECTIVELY ALL GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES THE
SAME AND WOULD NOT REQUIRE CLOSING OFFICES ETC. Stop and think. Why not pass a law that effectively established a
procedure that when a budget situation arises such as we now face, paid Holidays will not be paid; however, individuals would take
the Holiday without pay. This provides a means to adjust the number of Holidays that employees would not receive any pay and when
the budget returns to normal, payment of the Holidays could be resumed. Notice that would apply to ALL State workers thus there -
would be no need to negotiate with the different Unions which affect State workers. This would a across the board action. Simple,
fair, easy to implement. The Legislature and Governor would implement the policy whenever a crisis occurs. No need to haggle with
the Unions. (By the way - this would affect even the Legislators and Governor, etc)

Mahalo for listening. Better yet - adopt this solution and everyone should be happy.

John P. Gallagher




Sen. Will Espero

From: Noel J Kent | _

Sent: Thursday, October 29, 2009 3:57 PM
To: Sen. Will Espero

Subject: Testimony on Furloughs

I am speaking as a person who has had the privilege of being a member of the UH
Manoa faculty for the last thirty-seven years and as some one who believes that
Hawai’i and the United States will live or die with our public education system.

In this century we are going to desperately need public spirited young men and
women who can help to find reasonable answers to the acute challenges that we
face; challenges from the impacts of climate change to the traumatic changes in our
lifestyles brought about by declining economic abundance. We need people who
can revitalize the meaning of citizenship and the commitments to the common
welfare. People who believe in the life of the mind and the life lived with other
human beings, people with critical thinking skills, anxious to experiment and
collaborate to gain knowledge and skills. People able to locate meaningful work for
themselves and others, work that will help to make Hawai’i and this world a decent
place.

Most of my students are graduates of the Hawai’i public school system. I am very
fond of them and try to support them in gaining the thinking, writing,
communication skills they will need to be this type of public person. Or to be
competitive for jobs in this terribly difficult economy. What is very clear to me,
however, is that with some notable exceptions, the education they have received in
the current DOE system, leaves them at a disadvantage.

They very often do not have the writing, analytical, communicative skills they will
need. And our society will need. Especially when compared to some of the private
schools in Hawai’i. Working with several Oahu high schools in past years, I have
become convinced that, indeed, the DOE curriculum needs to be very profoundly
revised. And the education process made deeper, more serious. This demands
students spending more time, more meaningful time in school.

Therefore, the implementation of a seventeen day furlough is shocking. This is a
guarantee that our public school students will be even less ready than they are now

to take on the challenges of college or the workplace, less ready to provide the
1



leaders we will need in this century. I appeal to the Legislature to take the
initiative in raising the funds not only to restore the days being furloughed, but to
extend the school year from what it was before. Noel Jacob Kent Professor



TESTIMONY REGARDING TEACHER FURLOUGHS

Public Hearing: October 30, 2009
12:30 p.m.
State Capitol Auditorium

Governor Lingle, Senators and Representatives:

I strongly urge you to convene a 5-day special session of the legislature to address the issue of
Furlough Fridays.

We should not wait until next year to resolve this issue. Every single Furlough Friday that
happens is valuable classroom time gone to waste. My son is a freshman at Baldwin High
School. He is doing very well, his grades are excellent, and he is thriving there. We have
always taught our kids the value of a good education. The media runs commercials stressing
kids to “get a life, get a job, get college”. And now we send the message that when it comes to
saving money, education is not that important.

My concern is also for those kids who are walking the thin line between passing and failing.
These kids need the nurturing environment of a classroom. They need to see other kids trying
hard in school. If they don’t go to school, that’s one more day for them to be out on the streets,
getting involved with the wrong crowd. And also one more night for them to stay out late and
get into trouble. If teachers put more pressure on them because of lost school days, these kids
would probably give up. High school drop out rates would soar and test scores would plummet.

Kids get sick. With furlough Fridays looming, parents would be forced to send their sick kids to
school even more because losing more school days is unthinkable.

Every parent, for one reason or another, chooses to send their child to a public school. Not all
kids are suited for private schools. And of course, not all parents can afford to send their child to
a private school.

Please consider taking money from the Hurricane Relief Fund and Rainy Day Fund. Find
Federal funds. Even consider raising taxes. Taking away school days from our kids should
NEVER be an option.

Now is the time for everyone to stop pointing fingers, stop the blaming, come together for the
good of our kids. Hawaii public schools have a serious problem We need to focus on the
solution. In our public schools are future lawmakers, doctors, scientists...kids who will actually
make a difference in the world. Please don’t wait till next year to do something. The urgency of
this situation calls for a resolution now. Thank you for putting kids first.

Ruth Murata
Wailuku, Maui



Sen. Will Espero

From: Linda Elento |

Sent: Wednesday, October 28, 2009 2:48 PM
To: Sen. Will Espero

Subject: Oct. 30 12:30p special/teacher furlough

Dear Senator Espero and Special Committee Members:

As a parent of a sophomore at a public high school, I would like to suggest the legislature find a way to speak
directly with principals without deference and preference of the unions in order to come up with options such as
clock schedules (parents do speak up and feel very unheard and are not able to waste time anymore, or do not
know who to talk to and don't).

With or without a furlough Friday, I see a need for my son's high school to have a consistent schedule that has
classes at least 50 minutes (no more than 70) long each, and at least 4 classes each day.

To comply with the current furlough Friday schedules, solutions for at least many students in high schools (and
waivers* for those students who cannot stay later) could include:

Set each day to end at the same time (no early releases);
Extend each day (M, T, W, Th) until 3pm.

The private programs/providers such as A+ programs can adjust. I'm sure the city bus system would too.
Thank you for your attention for some quick comments. *Let's allow for some flexibility and accomodations.

Linda Elento
Parent, Kaneohe, Oahu
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Sen. Will Espero

From: Bob Kayser (il iSSEa
Sent: Wednesday, October 28, 2009 2:58 PM
To: Sen. Will Espero

Subject: RE: Espero E-Newsletter

Please leave the hurricane relief fund alone....make summer vacation shorter to make up the lost “instructional”
days....Please provide an update to Kapolei pkwy and the rest of N/S roadways completion dates....Finally, Roosevelt is a
pot hole nightmare again!

Thanks

BobK

From: Sen. Will Espero [mailto:senespero@Capitol.hawaii.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, October 28, 2009 2:01 PM
. Subject: Espero E-Newsletter

Senator Espero’s October E-newsletter



Sen. Will Espero

From: :

Sent: Wednesday, October 28, 2009 2:52 PM

To: Sen. Will Espero

Subject: Teacher Furlough Meeting Friday 10/30/09 @ 12:30

To Whom It May Concern:

I am mother of very young children! | am also so very concerned about what the future holds for these kid's. From what |
understand Hawaii kids are not on the top of the list for academics, but with this furlough Friday's they will surely make the
list ( the bottom part of the list). This is the perfect recipe for disaster! Less money for families and less education for the
kids. The kids will have more times on their hands but parents have to work 3-4 jobs just to put food on the table! Soon
the school structure the kids once had will collapse and they will feel they no longer would need to go to school! Like my
mom always said "One thing leads to another"

Please this is the ONLY structure and sure thing these kids got!! and its SCHOOL.
Thank You

Bev Hiranaga
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FAX

To: Senator Will Espero

FAX (808)586-6361
From: Mary and Del Alexander

' Kauai constituents (@euuiliii®

RE: Furlough Fridays for the DOE

12:30 meeting in the auditorium on 10/30/09
Date: 10/28/09

Dear Senator Espero:
We are writing to submit our public testimony RE furlough Fridays
for the DOE.

While we understand that our State budget is in crisis, we believe
that cutting school days for the public schools is NOT the answer,
and ask that these days be restored immediately, and that there be
no such days in the 2010-11 school year.

Legislators must work to prioritize state services, instead of cutting
agencies equally across the board, and must apply the Federal
stimulus money that Hawaii received to education.

Children lacking education, children left home unsupervised,
children who will not eat on those Fridays, teachers stressed at
having to cram even more learning into less school days while
struggling to meet the standards of No Child Left Behind—these
are serious social issues that affect us all in Hawaii, and
disproportionately affect the poor.

Alexander C. Simson



Fax to: 808 586-6361
QOctober 28, 2009

Senator Will Espero
Hawaii State Capitol
415 &, Beretania 5t.
Honolulu, H) 26813

Re: Testimony for Public Hearing on Fudough Friday Funding 10/30/09
Dear Senator Espero,

Thank you for taking the time to read this testimony. | am the parent of a second grader attending
Kapaa Elementary School on Kauai and 1 am writing {0 express my extreme dissatisfaction with
the dacision to furlough our public teachers for 17 days this school and next school year. This
_decision is equivalent to leaving all of our public school atudents behind here in the state of
Hawali. | have always been a firm supporter of the public educational system but my support is
beginning to waiver. | attended public schools and universitios up through graduate school and
my father was principal of a public elementary schoot and | had always envisioned my child
attending public schaois as well. However, | do not believe ry daughter will recseive a decerit
education if thess furioughs remain in effect. My husband and | are congidering the various
private school options on the island despite the fact that this would be financiaily difficult for us.

| understand tha magnituda of the budget crisis and that many difficult decisions and cutbacks
needad o be made, however | personally beliave that our public school educational programs
should be untouchable, Education should be given the highest priority in these challenging times.
How can our children ever hope to compete on a global level when our state ranks dead last in
the number of instructiona! days that it offers? President Obama spent his formative years in
Hawaii but his grandmother chose ta enrolt hirm in private school after elementary school to get
him the best education. Most of ug cannct afford the enormous tuition &t Punahou or any other
private achool and we depend upon our public schoo! system to educate our youth,  Carving
away instructional days sends a clear message that education is not valued in our state. We
dspend upon our electad officials to provide real leadership, direction and vision for our state.
This vision should include the nead to provide the very best educational opportunities for our
students, to inspire our youth 1o think critically, explore their horizons, tackie the impossible, and
achieve their personal best. A great educational system is the essential foundation for &
prospearous future.

Our Secretary of Education and our President are calling for ionger schoaol days and longer
school years with programs being piloted in such states as Kansas. How can our state be
headad in the opposite direction when over 60% of our public schools are not making adequate
yearly progress according to No Child Left Behind? This is an educational emergency with long
term ramifications for our state, | am in full support of using the Hurricane Relief Fund and any
other rainy day funds to restore funding to our public schools here in Hawaii. This is a rainy day
for Hawaii whan our state ranks at the bottom of an educational list and it is the educational
equivalent of a destructive Hurricane. The Hawaii State Teachers Association was faced with the
impossible dacision of approving the furlough days or seeing massive teacher layoffs that would
impact our students in muitiple ways as weli. The HETA should never have been put in such a

predicament.

] implare you ta call a special legislative session to consider the various options to restore funding
fo our public schools. Please give our children a fighting chance at a decent future. Attached are



the signatures of many parents who are also asking for a specia! legisiative session regarding this
issue.

Sincerely,
~ Katherine Vercell \(pf’k
S \

Kapasa, HI 98746



PETITION TO CONVENE A SPECIAL SESSION
OF THE HAWATI'I STATE LEGISLATURE TO
RESTORE TEACHING DAYS

We, the undersigned residents of the State of Hawaii, believe that the education of
Hawaii's children is one of the most important priorities for the State of Hawaii. We request that
Governor Linda Lingle and the Hawaii State Legislature restore any teaching days that will be
lost due to the planned furloughing of teachers and other Department of Education personnel.
We are in favor of convening a Special Session of the Hawaii State Legislature to explore a
variety of options to accomplish this goal, including using the Hurricane Relief Fund, raising the
general excise tax, or other altemnate means, if necessary, to restore these teaching days this
2009-2010 school year.
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Please mail petitions to Katie Vercelli at 5434 Makaloa £
vercellix2(@aol.com by Octaber 23, 2009. Mahalo for yt
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PETITION TO CONVENE A SPECIAL SESSION
OF THE HAWAI'L STATE LEGISLATURE TO
RESTORE TEACHING DAYS

We, the undersigned residents of the State of Hawaii, believe that the education of
Hawaii's children is one of the most important priotities for the State of Hawaii. We request that
Govemor Linda Lingle and the Hawaij State Legislature restore any teaching days that will be
lost due to the planned fiirloughing of teachers and other Departinent of Education personnel.
We are in favor of convening a Special Session of the Hawaii State Legislature to-explore a
variety of options to accomplish this goa), including using the Hurricane Relief Fund, raising the
general excise tax, or other alternate means, if necessary, to restore these teaching days this
2009-2010 school year.
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Please mail petitions to Katie Vercelli at 5434 Makaloa Street, Kapa'a, HI 96746 or email ber at
vercellix2@aol.com by October 23, 2009. Mahalo for your support!




PETITION TO CONVENE A SPECIAL SESSION
OF THE HAWATI'I STATE LEGISLATURE TO
RESTORE TEACHING DAYS

We, the undersigned residents of the State of Hawaii, believe that the education of
Hawali's children is one of the most important priorities for the State of Hawaii. We request that
Governor Linda Lingle and the Hawaii State Legislature restore any teaching days that will be
lost due to the planned furloughing of teachers and other Department of Education personnel.
We are in favor of convening a Special Session of the Hawaij State Legislature to explore a
vanety of options to accomplish this goal, including usihg the Hurricane Relief Fund, raising the
general excise tax, or other alternate means, if necessary, to restore these teaching days this
2009-2010 school year. :
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Please mail petitions to Katie Vercelli at 5434 Makaloa Street, Kapa'a, HI 96746 or email her at
vercellix2(@avl.com by Octaber 23, 2009. Mahalo for your support!




PETITION TO CONVENE A SPECIAL SESSION
OF THE BAWATI'I STATE LEGISLATURE TO
RESTORE TEACHING DAYS

We, the undersigned residents of the State of Hawail, believe that the education of
Hawaii's children is one of the most important priorities for the State of Hawaii. We request that
Governor Linda Lingle and the Hawaii State Legislature restore any teaching days that will be
lost due to the planned furloughing of teachers and other Department of Education personnel.
We are in favor of convening a Special Session of the Hawaii State Legislature to explore a
variety of options to accomplish this goal, including using the Hurricane Relief Fund, raising the
general excise tax, or other alternate means, if necessary, to restore these teaching days this
2009-2010 school year. . ' ‘
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Please mail petitions to Katie Vercetli at
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PETITION TO CONVENE A SPECIAL SESSION
OF THE HAWATI'I STATE LEGISLATURE TO
RESTORE TEACHING DAYS

We, the undersigned residents of the State of Hawaii, believe that the education of
Hawaii's children is one of the most important priorities for the State of Hawaii. We request that
Governor Linda Lingle and the Hawaii State Legislature restore any teaching days that will be
lost due to the planned furloughing of teachers and other Department of Education personnel. '
We are in favor of convening a Special Session of the Hawaii State Legislature to explore a
variety of options to accomplish this goal, including using the Hurricane Relief Fund, raising the
general excise tax, or other alternate means, if necessary, to restore these teaching days this
2009-2010 school year.
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Please mail petitions to Katie Vercelli at 5434 Makaloz
vercellix2@aol.com by October 23, 2009. Mahalo for




PETITION TO CONVENE A SPECIAL SESSION
OF THE HAWAI'I STATE LEGISLATURE TO
RESTORE TEACHING DAYS

We, the undersigned residents of the State of Hawaii, believe that the education of
Hawaii's children is one of the most important priorities for the State of Hawaii. We request that
Governor Linda Lingle and the Hawaii State Legislature restore any teaching days that will be
lost due to the planned furloughing of teachers and other Department of Education personnel.
We are in favor of convening a Special Session of the Hawaii State Legistature to-explore a
variety of options to accomplish this goal, including using the Hurricane Relief Fund, raising the
general excise tax, or other alternate means, if necessary, to restore these teaching days this
2009-2010 school year. '
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Please mail petitions to Katie Vercelli at 5434 Makaloa Stre
vercellix2(@aol.com by October 23, 2009. Mahalo for yowr




PETITION TO CONVENE A SPECIAL SESSION
OF THE HAWAX'I STATE LEGISLATURE TO
RESTORE TEACHING DAYS

We, the undersigned residents of the State of Hawaii, believe that the education of
Hawaii's children is one of the most important priorities for the State of Hawaii. We request that
Governor Linda Lingle and the Hawaii State Legislature restore any teaching days that will be
lost due to the planned furloughing of teachers and other Department of Education personnel.
We are in favor of convening a Special Session of the Hawaii State Legislature to explore a
variety of options to accomplish this goal, including using the Hurricane Relief Fund, raising the
general excise tax, or other alternate means, if necessary, to restore these teaching days this
20092010 school year,
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PETITION TO CONVENE A SPECIAL SESSION
OF THE HAWAT'I STATE LEGISLATURE TO
RESTORE TEACHING DAYS

We, the undersigned residents of the State of Hawaii, believe that the education of
Hawaii's children is one of the most important priorities for the State of Hawaii. We request that
Governor Linda Lingle and the Hawaii State Legislature restore any teaching days that will be
lost due to the planned furloughing of teachers and other Department of Education personnel.
We are in favor of convening a Special Session of the Hawaii State Legislature to explore a
variety of options to accomplish this goal, including using the Hurticane Relief Fund, raising the
general excise tax, or other altemate means, if necessary, to restore these teaching days this

2009-2010 school year.
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PETITION TO CONVENE A SPECIAL SESSION
OF THE HAWATI'I STATE LEGISLATURE TO
RESTORE TEACHING DAYS

We, the undersigned residents of the State of Hawaii, believe that the education of
Hawaii's children is one of the most important priorities for the State of Hawail. We request that
Governor Linda Lingle and the Hawaii State Legislature restore any teaching days that will be
lost due to the planned furloughing of teachers and other Department of Education personnel.
We are in favor of convening a Special Session of the Hawaii State Legislature to explore a
variety of options to accomplish this goal, including using the Hurricane Relief Fund, ratsing the
general excise tax, or other alternate means, if necessary, to restore these teaching days this
2009-2010 school year. '
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Please mail petitions to Katie Vercelli at 5434 Makal:
vercellix2@aol.com by October 23, 2009. Mahalo fc




PETITION TO CONVENE A SPECIAL SESSION
OF THE HAWAX'I STATE LEGISLATURE TO
RESTORE TEACHING DAYS

We, the undersigned residents of the State of Hawali, believe that the education of
Hawaii's children is one of the most important priorities for the State of Hawaii. We request that
Governor Linda Lingle and the Hawaii State Legislature restore any teaching days that will be
lost due to the planned furloughing of teachers and other Department of Education personnel.
We are in favor of convening a Special Session of the Hawaii State Legislature to explore a
variety of options to accomplish this goal, including using the Hurricane Relief Fund, raising the
general excise tax, or other alternate means, if necessary, to restore these teaching days this
2009-2010 school year.
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PETITION TO CONVENE A SPECIAL SESSION
OF THE HAWAT'I STATE LEGISLATURE TO
RESTORE TEACHING DAYS

e
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We, the undersigned residents of the State of Hawaii, believe that the education of
Mawaii's children is one of the most important priorities for the State of Hawail. We request that
Governor Linda Lingle and the Hawaii State Legislature restore any teaching days that will be
lost due to the planned furloughing of teachers and other Departinent of Education personnel.
We are in favor of convening a Special Session of the Hawaii State Legislature to explore a
variety of options to accomplish this goal, including using the Hurricane Relief Fund, raising the
general excise tax, or other alternate means, if necessary, to restore these teaching days this
2009-2010 school year.
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! PETITION TO CONVENE A SPECIAL SESSION }
OF THE HAWAT | STATE LEGISLATURE TO

,..‘,./CESTORE TEACHING DAYS R/—/
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We, the undersigned residents of the State of Hawaii, believe that the education of
Hawaii's children is one of the most important priorities for the State of Hawail. We request that
Governor Linda Lingle and the Hawaij State Legislature restore any teaching days that will be
lost due to the planned furloughing of teachers and other Department of Education personnel.
We are in favor of convening a Special Session of the Hawali State Legislature to-explore a
variety of options to accomplish this goal, including using the Hurricane Relief Fund, raising the
general excise tax, or other alternate means, if necessary, to restore these teaching days this

2009-2010 school year.
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PETITION TO CONVENE A SPECIAL SESSION
OF THE HAWAI'I STATE LEGISLATURE TO
RESTORE TEACHING DAYS

We, the undersigned residents of the State of Hawaii, believe that the education of
Hawaii's children is one of the most important priorities for the State of Hawaii. We request that
Governor Linda Lingle and the Hawaii State Legislature restore any teaching days that will be
lost due to the planned furloughing of teachers and other Department of Education personnel.
We are in favor of convening a Special Session of the Hawaii State Legislature to explore a
variety of options to accomplish this goal, including using the Hurricane Relief Fund, raising the
general excise tax, or other alternate means, if necessary, to restore these teaching days this
2009-2010 school year.
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PETITION TO CONVENE A SPECIAL SESSION
OF THE HAWAT'I STATE LEGISLATURE TO
RESTORE TEACHING DAYS

We, the undersigned residents of the State of Hawaii, believe that the education of
Hawaii's children is one of the most important priorities for the State of Hawaii. We request that
Governor Linda Lingle and the Hawaii State Legislature restore any teaching days that will be
lost due to the planned furloughing of teachers and other Department of Education personnel.
We are in favor of convening a Special Session of the Hawaii State Legislature to explore a
variety of options to accomplish this goal, including using the Hurricane Relief Fund, raising the
general excise tax, or other alternate means, if necessary, to restore these teaching days this
2009-2010 school vear.
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PETITION TO CONVENE A SPECIAL SESSION
OF THE HAWAI'I STATE LEGISLATURE TO
RESTORE TEACHING DAYS

We, the undersigned residents of the State of Hawaii, believe that the education of
Hawaii's children is one of the most important priotities for the State of Hawaii. We request that
Govemor Linda Lingle and the Hawaii State Legislature restore any teaching days that will be
lost due to the planned furloughing of teachers and other Department of Education personnel.
We are in favor of convening a Special Session of the Hawaii State Legislature to explore a
variety of options to accomplish this goal, including using the Hurricane Relief Fund, raising the
general excise tax, or other alternate means, if necessary, to restore these teaching days this
2009-2010 school vear.
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Please mail petitions to Katie Vercelli at 5434 Makaloa Street, Kapa'a, HI 96746 or email her at
vercellix2@aol.com by October 23, 2009. Mahalo for your support!




PETITION TOYCONVENE A SPECIAL SESSION
OF THE HAWAT'I STATE LEGISLATURE TO
RESTORE TEACHING DAYS

We, the undersigned residents of the State of Hawaii, believe that the education of
Hawaji's children is one of the most important priorities for the State of Hawaii. We request that
Govemor Linda Lingle and the Hawaii State Legislature restore any teaching days that will be
lost due to the planned furloughing of teachers and other Department of Education persormel.
We are in favor of convening a Special Session of the Hawaii State Legislature to explore a
variety of options to accomplish this goal, including using the Hurricape Relief Fund, raising the
general excise tax, or other alternate means, if necessary, to restore these teaching days this
2009-2010 school year. '
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Please mail petitions to Katie Vercelli at 5434 Makaloa Street, Kapa'a, Hl 96746 or email her at
vercellix2(@aol.com by October 23, 2009. Mahalo for your support!




PETITION TO CONVENE A SPECIAL SESSION
OF THE HAWAI'T STATE LEGISLATURE TO
RESTORE TEACHING DAYS

We, the undersigned residents of the State of Hawaii, believe that the education of
Hawaii's children is one of the most impportant priorities for the State of Hawail. We request that
Governor Linda Lingle and the Hawaii State Legislature restore any teaching days that will be
lost due to the planned furloughing of teachers and other Department of Education personnel.
We are in favor of convening a Special Session of the Hawaii State Legislature to explore a
variety of options to accomplish this goal, including using the Hurricane Relief Fund, raising the
general excise tax, or other alternate means, if necessary, to restore these teaching days this
2009-2010 school year.
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Please mail petitions to Katie Vercelli at 5434 Makaloa Street, Kapa'a, HI 96746 or email her at
vercellix2@aol.com by October 23, 2009, Mahalo for your support!




Sen. Will Espero

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Categories:

Dear Senators:

Cynthia Franklin

Wednesday, October 28, 2009 9:56 AM
All Senators

STOP Furlough Fridays

Print Big Island

We write as a concerned group of parents of Iolani children who are NOT being left behind to urge that you act

immediately to STOP Fur
woes.

lough Fridays. There are less harmful, more equitable solutions to the state's budget

This state's shameful disregard for public education is nothing new, but now to have the nation's shortest school
year takes this state to an all new, and unacceptable, low. Furlough Fridays do irreparable harm to children, to
their parents, and to already underpaid teachers.

It is time to INVEST in public education. Especially during times of economic hardship, it is the right and

necessary thing to do.

We join our voices with those who spoke so eloquently at the State Capitol on October 23. And together with

public school parents, we

Katharine Anderson
Eva and Cline Ardo
Christine Daleiden
Marcus Daniel
KahBo Dye-Chiew
Brian Emmons
Charlotte Farmer
Cynthia Franklin

Art and Kris Furuta
Beth Greenhill

Peter Greenhill

Betty Ickes, PhD
Chris Isham

Deborah Juarez

Linda Lierheimer
Candace Lotomau
Brooke Loughridge
April and Jeff Manson
Marc Murdock

Cathy Petticotd
Charles and Sally Proctor
Cynthia Scheinert
Annabelle Streegan Stone
Alan Van Etten
Cathie Valdovino
Charles Ying+

say to you, let these first Furlough Fridays be the LAST Furlough Fridays.
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Cynthia Franklin

Professor, Department of English

Co-Editor; Biography: An Interdisciplinary Quarterly
University of Hawai'i at Manoa

Honolulu, HI 96822

tel: (808)956-7884 fax: (808)956-3083
cfrankli@hawaii.edu
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Sen. Will Espero

From: Jackie Last Namejhdi

Sent: Thursday, October 29, 2009 6: 39 AM

To: Governor.Lingle@hawaii.gov; Sen. Will Espero; Sen. Colleen Hanabusa; Sen. Clayton Hee;
Sen. Sam Slom

Cc: ksskcoach@aol.com; rickhamada@hawaii.rr.com; dbboylan@yahoo.com

Subject: v No accountability for School furloughs

Categories: Print Big Island

Please do not raid OUR hurricane fund. Home owners who had a mortage was mandated to purchase hurricane
insurance from the government when private insurers did not offer this service. I believe this money belongs to
the people who paid into this fund, and should not be used to play into the hands of various unions such as
HSTA to either save jobs or prevent a pay cut for their union members. If my hurricane fund is used for HSTA,
where does it stop? What about HGEA, or any other union that if unwillingly to take pay cuts. I worked for
Aloha Airlines, employees took a 20% pay cut, and I can't remember when management received a raise, and
we gave up other benefits such as paying for our health insurance, less holidays, sick leave.

I am requesting that someone look into the original contract or legislation when the hurricane fund was created,
and let the people who paid into this fund what our legal rights are. Please do not rush into raiding the
hurricane fund, and giving into the unions. I agree with Governor Lingle, if the unions did not want furlough
days, why did they ask for it?

I am not the only one who strongly disagrees with raiding the hurricane fund, we are waiting to see what the
people who we have put into office do about this very important issue.

Mr. Price, Mr. Hamada and Mr. Boylan would you please publish the original intent of the hurricane fund.

Sincerely,
Jackie Miyashiro

Do You Yahoo!?
Tired of spam? Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around
http://mail.yahoo.com
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From: Jackie Last NameMiyashiro [weronsasdErCIrEn
Sent: Thursday, October 29, 2009 10:14 AM

To: Sen. Norman Sakamoto; Sen. Russell Kokubun; Sen. Brian Taniguchi; Sen. Shan Tsutsui
Subject: Fw: No accountability for school furloughs

----- Forwarded Message ----

From: Jackie Last NameMiyashiro <jysm70@yahoo.com>

To: senbaker@capitol.hawaii.gov; senbunda@capitol.hawaii.gov; senchunoakland@capitol.hawaii.gov
Cc: Governor.Lingle@hawaii.gov

Sent: Thu, October 29, 2009 10:05:26 AM

Subject: Fw: No accountability for school furloughs

I understand there will be a special Senate committee hearing tomorrow at 1230pm regarding
raiding the hurricane fund to prevent furlough Fridays. Please use this as my testimony since I
will not be able to attend. I along with a lot of your constiuents are against raiding the hurricane
fund, start over again with the unions and consider other cuts such as pay cuts, holidays, sick
leave and vacation pay. In addition, it is time that some legislatures and all of the union officials
stop blaming Govenor Lingle for the furlough days. As she stated, if the unions did not want
furlough days, why did they request for it. Using the hurricane fund to offset furloughs just
plays into the hands of the unions. I worked for Aloha Airlines, took a 20% pay cut, no pay
raises, paid part of my medical coverage and guess what, we all lost our jobs. How come no one
offered to use the Hurricane fund to save Aloha Airlines employees.

Sincerely,
Jackie Miyashiro

----- Forwarded Message ----

From: " e ‘
CH ) .

Sent: Thu, October 29, 2009 9:22:50 AM

Subject: Re: No accountability for school furloughs

Hi Jackie,
good going.
mabhalo, larry

----- Original Message--—-

From: Jackie Last NameMiyashiro ey

To: senespero@capitol.hawaii.gov

Cc: Governor.Lingle@hawaii.gov; ksskcoach@aol.com; rickhamada@hawaii.rr.com;
dbboylan@yahoo.com

Sent: Thu, Oct 29, 2009 8:25 am

Subject: No accountability for school furloughs

Senator Espero, I understand from this mornings news that you and 14 other Senators are in
favor of raiding the hurricane fund. I as well as others who were mandated to pay into this fund,
is against using the hurricane fund to prevent furlough Fridays. This fund is not and should not



be considered the pot of gold at the end of the rainbow. Please email me names of the 14
Senators in favor of raiding my hurricane fund. I would appreciate your immediate response so
that we may take further action on this unfair action.

Mr. Hamada, Mr. Price, and Mr. Boylan, thank you for your insight in this matter. You all hita
homerun...ever thought of running for office? Please consider into writing and explaining the
original intent of the hurricane fund. I would like to know if raiding the hurricane fund is legal,
and if so, under what guidelines, and if public approval is needed.

Sincerely,
Jackie Miyashiro



Sen. Will Espero

From: Kirstin Hamman [ i

Sent: Thursday, October 29, 2009 8:49 AM
To: Sen. Will Espero

Subject: Teacher Furloughs 10/30/09 12:30 p.m.

I support a special session of the legislature in order to find alternative funds in order to restore classroom
instructional time, lost as a result of teacher furloughs.

I am the parent of a 7 and 9 year old. My children attend Waihee Elementary School on Maui. I am already
concerned with my children's quality of the education. With the loss of more classroom time, I am
overwhelmingly concerned. Teaching a child is a full time job. I do not have the ability to quit my job in order
to teach my children. I also do not have the training.

I have to work to pay for our mortgage and take care of all of our family needs. Now we also face having to
cover childcare costs when the kids are out of school. I understand that the teachers at Waihee school voted
overwhelmingly against offsetting the furlough days by converting waiver/planning days. That is no longer an
option at Waihee.

It is unacceptable, and a shame that teacher furloughs have been instituted. Our children deserve better. They
are the future leaders of our community and we are crippling them.

Please help our children and find a way to eliminate teacher furlough days. Thank you.

Kirstin Hamman



Sen. Will Espero

From: Sandra_Togashi/l

Sent: Thursday, October 29, 2009 9:04 AM
To: Sen. Will Espero

Subject: Support HI Public Schools!

Aloha Senator Espero,

As a public school teacher, public school parent, and a registered Hawaii voter, I am writing to ask for your
support for public school teachers and
public school education for the next two years and beyond. Public school furloughs are an atrocity!

In September's HSTA ratification vote, I was in the minority of members who voted "no" to what has become
our current contract settlement for the

next two years. After discussing issues and topics with colleagues and reflecting to myself on the night prior to
the voting, I decided to vote against

the then tentative settlement mainly because these parties would suffer short term and long term losses:

My 142 students (Grade 7)

about half of whom live at the poverty level

about half of whom do not display common courtesy, manners, good self-directed behaviors, nor a value for
education and learning

about one-third of whom are reading below one-or-more current grade level(s)

about one-third of whom are living with a single parent / guardian

about one-fifth of whom are unsatisfactory (D/F grade) in core academic classes

about five of whom do not speak English (LEP, NEP level)

about five of whom have special learning disabilities, emotional-educational plans, 504 plans

My 2 own children (Grade 5 and Grade 7 attending public schools)

who attend school every day, unless ill

who come to school punctually, having slept well, having eaten breakfast

who meet or exceed HSA benchmarks in all classes

who exceed HSA testing levels

who score at Stanine scores: (once one was a 6) 7, 8, 9 consistently on norm-referenced Terra Nova and SAT-
based pre-tests

who value education and plan to attend a university

who enjoy school

who consistently display all GLOs

My chosen teaching profession, where I work hard among other dedicated, committed, smart public school
teachers

My head of household, single parent status (and the other working moms like me)

My hope for a brighter, higher-skilled, better character traits, successful Hawaii community.

We public school teachers face daily challenges, even during the better economic times.

During the next two years of this current HSTA contract, there is little to no way that "brain drain" and loss of
academic and school's social/emotional

functions can ever be "made up." The groups that I have outlined above; we all just took an immeasurable,
devastating loss in terms of human

capital, consumer confidence, and educational promise for our future! What a terrible shame! Where is Hawaii

1



headed?

Hawaii public schools need your support from here out.

Every student -- from the special education child, the immigrant, the low income, the "average ability", the
accelerated learner, the gifted and talented

student, the star athlete, the musically inclined -- just got left behind in short term and long term ways. Every
public school student has a right to a safe,

rigorous, high quality, academically stimulating, enriching, public education! ...And teachers need the
instructional days, reinstated to provide that

environment! We public school teachers all work very hard with so very little time, money, and resources.
...And then there's the homework that we

bring home to do! Out-of-pocket money that we use for classroom materials and supplies! Resources lacking for
us to teach in the 21st century

manner (computers, electronic equipment, sufficient electricity usage). We need funding for books, equipment,
and supplies.

Let's retain the highly qualified and experienced teachers who still enjoy our work with children! (...And yes,
some slacking, ineffective teachers gotta

go! Even some tenured teachers oughta be fired by the D.O.E! But where is the documented accountability for
this?)

Public school teachers were making due head way with deserved pay increases, but we still lag behind other
mainland public school districts in

terms of salary and benefits.

Public school needs smaller class sizes (even at the secondary levels), in the area of 24:1 students to teacher
ratio, maximum.

We need better morale and a strong sense that public school teachers are and will be highly respected members
of our working community.

Hawaii needs public school children of all learning/aptitude levels to proudly stand tall and be recognized
among their private school counterparts!

I urge you to support Hawaii's future.

I believe in Hawaii's public schools.

Mahalo,

Sandra M. Togashi



Sen. Will Espero

From: Susan Deloria

Sent: Thursday, October 29, 2009 9:06 AM

To: Sen. Will Espero

Subject: Emailing: Furlough senate commitee.docx
Attachments: Furlough senate commitee.docx

The message is ready to be sent with the following file or link attachments:
Furlough senate commitee.docx
Note: To protect against computer viruses, e-mail programs may prevent sending or receiving

certain types of file attachments. Check your e-mail security settings to determine how
attachments are handled.
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DATE: Friday, October 30, 2009

TIME: 12:30 p.m,

PLACE:  Auditorium Fax to Senate Sergeant-At-Arms
1-800-586-6659

State Capitol 415 South Berstania Strest
SPECIAL SENATE COMMITTEE TO CONSIDER APPROACHES TO TEACHER FURLOUGHS
Senator Brlan Tanlguchl, Chair

Senator WIll Espera, Vice Chalr

10/29/2009
Dear Governor Lingle,

It is with great anger that we write to you on the decislon to Implement the "Friday Furloughs® for aur
Keiki. Our kids need all the education that they can get in our public schools. It's no secret our kids
scores tend to be lower than the rest of the country and now we find out they will miss 17 instructional
days this school year, with the threat that this Is just the start of It. What happened to the “no child left
behind” that our government keeps reminding us about, there has to be some other solution to thls
budget deficit. : ‘

We are hard working citizens of Maul and have several kids in public school, You have put us in a very
difficult positlon, we now have to elther 1ake time off our work, in an already tough economic
environment we need all the money we can make, or look to a private enterprise to take our kids (that
costs money) or impgose on friends and family to take care of them, What are we supposed to do?

We find thls course of actlon to be unacceptable and implore you to re-consider closing the schools and
opting for any alternative that does not compromise our kids education. Our kids are our future, what
does this tell us of where we are heading as @ State? If we cannot afford to keep our schools open then
what kind of message are we sending to our kids? We expect & reversal of this declsion and a much
better solution to be found. Cut costs elsewherg, not our kid's educatlon.

Sincerely
5@44 a&‘ ézv\\
Susan Delorla
S

Lahaina H1 96761



Sen. Will Espero

From: nai@hauaissaceng

Sent: Thursday, October 29, 2009 9:17 AM

To: Sen. Will Espero

Ce- X -

Subject: OCTOBER 30TH HEARING TESTIMONY

The time is NOW to correct the unacceptably low number of school days in Hawaii.

Call a special session of the legislature. It is not only the right thing to do but it would
be morally wrong not to. Inaction at this point condones the fact that Hawaii's children
have fewer school days than the whole rest of the country.

What if every state in the union did what Hawaii has done? MWe, as a country, must compete at
a global level for jobs with the rest of the world. 3Jobs in technology know no borders. And
young people from other countries with better schooling and greater knowledge than our own
children can cross our borders and take their jobs.

We, as a state at a grassroots level, must keep our children competitive in a global economy.
The buck stops here.

Do the right thing. Call a special session of the legislature. If you, as an individual, do
not support calling a special session, you are derelict in your duty to the people of this
state.

Sincerely,

Diana Caldwell
Kailua, HI
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October 29, 2009

The Senate:

Re: Special Senate Committee to Consider approaches to Teach Furloughs
Senator Brian Taniguchi, Chair
Senator Will Espero, Vice Chair
Notice of Meeting
Dae: Friday, October 30, 2009
Time: 12:30 pm ’
Place: Auditorium, State Capitol, 415 S. Beretania Street

Dear Sirs:

It is to my dismay that I have to write this letter. As a parent of a third grader, PTO
Board Member, SCC Parent Representative to Kahala Elementary and. a tax payer, [ am
very disappointed in our leaders.

How on earth could the state of Hawaii be in this situation? Why are our children, our
future out of school? Hawaii test scores are already one of the lowest in the nation.

Japan has 240 school days, Korea 230 school days, the average US school days is much
less at 180 days and then we come in last at 163. To add to that the children are in school
much shorter days than when I was when in school. They have Y2 days every
Wednesday, they have Wavier days that don’t make sense and then we wonder why oh
why are our children not succeeding let alone exceeding? I can tell yau why. Isn’t it just
common sense. We’ve got to look at this and put our children back in school for not only
the furlough days but add to the time not take away. Why should we feel that we’re
failing our children if they aren’t in private school. Why can’t our leaders provide an
appropriate school time and curriculum. Isn’t this their job? Isn’t this why they are
there? '

When these children get older they are going to lose out on the good jobs. They won’t be
prepared. The mainland children will take these jobs or they will go to the private school
children. This is simply scary and ridiculous to me.

Do any of our “leaders™ have children or grandchildren in public schools? Idoubt it. Do
you think that they’d do this to their children?
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Page 2
October 29, 2009

1 believe the entire school sysiem needs to be looked at. But I do understand that the
issue right now is the furlough days. It simply does not make sense. I do understand the
state has a deficit. But how did we get there? It wasn’t the children? How does someone
spend money they don’t have, let alone millions. These people need to be accountable
for putting the state in this kind of situation. I really don’t know how people sleep at
night.

I find that even in the immediate school funds that some money is being misused. Asa
SCC parent representative I have been addressing this issue. The tax payers did not pay
taxes to send our staff/volunteers to dinner. This is what I’m finding. If this goes on
throughout the entire education system, no wonder we don’t have money. It’s got to stop
and it’s got to stop now. Everyone should be accountable for their actions. We’ve got to
change the way things are going.

Why oh why is the Manoa Library being torn down and rebuilt when it was a perfectly
fine library? Where is that money coming from? No one that I have written to has
answered that question. Can you?

There are 170,000 children needing your help in getting them back in school. Special
needs, less fortunate, bright and not-so-bright. They all need your understanding and
support in getting them back in school.

Our lack of leadership and school days is on the national and world news. Is this how
you want Hawaii perceived? People love to visit here because it is so beautiful. Keep it
beautiful in the locals eyes and the children’s eyes by providing a good, successful
education. We are the laughing stock of the nation. How can this be? Is this Paradise?

When making the signs for the rally I was trying to make this a lesson for my son. He
was studying about Rosa Parks and Martin Luther King. I explained to him that he was
doing the same thing as they did. Standing up and fighting for his rights.

p.
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October 29, 2009

PLEASE HELP these children in trying to educate, improve themselves, and working
towards being a positive member of society where they can grow up to do well and do for
others as we all should.

This is a very upsetting time for everyone. Our leaders have to lead not hender.

It is more costly to fail than it is to succeed.

With sincere appreciation in your help to put our children back in school.

Smcerely, ,

/ ﬁzcz///( /’ ‘é’

aren Whaley-Fleming
Kahala Elementary School Parent

S T 11
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DATE:  Friday, Octaber 30, 2009

TIME: 12:30 p.m.

PLACE:  Auditorlum Fax to Senate Sergeant-At-Arms
1-800-586-6659

State Capltol 415 South Beretanla Streat
L SENATE COMMITTEE TO CONSIDER APPR ESTOTE
Senator Brian Taniguchi, Chalr

Senator WIili Espero, Vice Chalr

10/29/2009
Dear Governor Lingle,

It is with great anger that | write to you on the decislon to implement the “Friday Furloughs” for our
Kelkl. Our kids need all the education that they can get In our public schools. It's no secret our kids
scores tend to be lower than the rest of the country and now we find out they will miss 17 Instructional
days this school year and all core classes for my senior child in high schoolll] Is this just the start of sven
more furlough days? What ever happened to the “no child left behind” that our government keeps
reminding us about??? Is there no other solution to this budget deficit, we are talking about our future,
not some piece of machinery. '

I'm a hard working citizen of Maui and a proud parent of a senior at Lahainaluna High School. You have
put all us parents In a very difficult position, we now have to either take time off our work, in an already
tough economic environment we need all the money we can make, or look to a private enterprise to
take our kids (that costs money) or impose an friends and family to take care of them. What are we
supposed to do?

| find this course of action to be unacceptable and demand that you re-consider closing the schools and
opting for any alternative that does not compramise our kids education. Our kids are our future, what

does this tell us of where we are heading as a State? If we cannot afford to keep our schools open then
what kind of message are we sending to our kids? | expect a reversal of this decislon and a much better

solution to be found. Cut costs elsewhere, not our kie’s education,

Sincerely
| \/L/\—'/

Derek Escalera

g

Lahalna HI 96761
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Koolau Baptist Academy

45-633 Keneke SL.. / P.O. Box 1642 « Kaneohe, H! 96744 = (808} 233-2900

LIST OF EXPENSES 2009-2010 SCHOOL YEAR

Our goal at Ko’olau Baptist Academy is to provide a quality Christ-centered , Bible-
based learning environment that educates the whole child spiritually, academically,
socially, and physically. We want this opportunity to be affordable to all of our parents.
In addition to these expenses listed, there are other incidental expenses in attending
Ko’olau Baptist Academy such as school supplies, uniforms, lab fees, athletic fees, and
graduation expenses. These vary according to the needs of the students.

TUITION - $3,400 PER CHILD
PAYMENT PLANS

» TEN MONTH PLAN - $340.00 per month. First payment due before school starts.
Each subsequent payment due the 30™ of each month through May.

NTH PLAN - $309.09 per month. First payment due before school
t ELEVENDED due the 300 of each month through June.

FULL PAYMENT PLAN - $3,300.00 due before the start of school. ($100.00
discount per child.)

«tarts. Each subsequent payment

nd
e TWO PAYMENT PLAN - $1662.50 due before the start of school. 2™ payment due

December 30, 2009. ($75.00 discount per child.)

Finance Factors and other lending institutions offer good tuition loan programs.

ENROLLMENT FEE

e $75.00 per child.
e $80.00 per child after the start of school.
e $50.00 per child Re-enrollment fee

‘ﬁ@ COMPREHENSIVE FEE - $250.00

An annual comprehensive fee of $250 is charged to
workbooks, crafis, handouts, yearbooks, annual testing,

due by June 30, 2009

d to cover the cost of textbook rental,
and awards. Paymentis
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OCTOBER 30TH HEARING TESTIMONY

Sen. Will Espero

Sen. Will Espero
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Sen. Will Espero

From: Kitt Percy jnitepewsniemaintang |

Sent: Thursday, October 29, 2009 12:05 PM

To: Sen. Will Espero

Subject: SPECIAL SENATE COMMITTEE TO CONSIDER APPROACHES TO TEACHER
FURLOUGHS

Attachments: Copy of Senate Committee Letter re Furloughs.docx

October 29, 2009
Katherine L. Percy

Lahaina, HI 96761
(

The Special Senate Committee to Consider Approaches to Teacher Furloughs Friday, October, 30,
2009, 12:30pm State Capitol

415 S. Beretania Street

Honolulu, HI

RE: Testimony regarding the Teacher Furloughs
Aloha, Ladies and Gentlemen:

I am the mother of 7-year old twins who attend King Kamehameha IIIrd Elementary School in
Lahaina, on Maui. In our household we juggle multiple jobs with erratic work-schedules,
school and homework, and extra-curricular activities. My children’s father is Polynesian, and
I am from the mainland; Hawaii is our home because it is the cross-roads of our respective
cultures. We are willing to work long hours, struggle to make rent, and enhance our
children’s already deficient education, because we love our community. However, this furlough
crisis is too great an imposition to bear at the expense of our children. I have come to
realize that our state entities, despite intentions otherwise, are systematically,
institutionally, even maliciously, neglecting our children’s educational needs. It is
unacceptable. Lately, our family discussions are gut-wrenching and heart-breaking as we
deliberate our personal solutions from private and home-schooling (options beyond our means)
to moving elsewhere.

The Problem

We have compromised and accepted the poor national status of our schools—47th in the nation,
with 63% of our schools slated for “restructuring.” We have lamented and compensated for the
lack of music, art, and physical education through extra-curricular activities and our PTA.
We have worked hard to supplement their academic education at home. At school, my children
have one recess. During the month of October, they had 12 days of school. Just 3 years ago,
our school had to use a tent for a classroom. And now the State has slammed the doors shut
for all of our 170,000+ students and their 12,000+ teachers while incongruously paying 2,300
cafeteria and custodial workers to be on the closed campuses—to “balance the budget.”

While many will find humor in this ultimate Political Darwin Award, I assure you that the
tragic expense of these furloughs reverberates exponentially from each child, through their
families and communities, to the State at large. Review your textbooks; history offers
numerous examples of the demise of societies that squelch the middle-class and deliberately
suppress education.

The disposal of our children’s academic education via the furloughs can not be underestimated
or marginalized. Not only is the future infrastructure of Hawaii jeopardized, but immediately

1



the health, well-being, and safety of our children are compromised with the advent of missed
meals for the lower-income, and safety issues regarding unsupervised children. Immediate
economic losses will be generated as well at the parents’ workplaces and out of their own
pocketbooks.

These real costs to our society make no sense, even in the name of balancing the budget. It
is as if we are throwing out the baby to save the dirty bathwater—what is the point? Usually,
during times of crisis, the children are the first into the lifeboats.

Solutions

I urge you to access whatever means and resources we can to immediately off-set these
furloughs. Call an Emergency Session, raid the Hurricane/Rainy Day funds, do bonds—do
whatever it takes. I have no problem paying higher sales/excise taxes (earmarked for
education); we have the lowest in the nation. If these are increased, I would suggest
consideration for the lower-income families, perhaps via Earned Income Credits.

Do what it takes to get us out of this. However, it would be reckless not to demand and
enforce transparent and full accountability from the Department of Education.

Give the counties some flexibility and leeway to contribute with their own policies.

And finally, bless our teachers, their wages are barely adequate. Yet, under no circumstances
can I think of an employer that permits the employees to determine the hours of operation.
You must legally protect our children, and their teachers, by mandating a calendar of 180/6-
hour school days (in session). I have confidence our unions will negotiate their further
needs.

It is foremost our children and their education that must be legally protected. Please use
this opportunity to step up and be heroes for our keiki and communities.

Thank you for hearing, understanding, and addressing the dire consequences and social-
economic devastation that these furloughs portend.

Sincerely,

Katherine L. Percy
Jett and Zia Taue’etia’s Mom

N



Sen. Will Espero

From: Olga Boric-Lubecke [

Sent: Thursday, October 29, 2009 11:46 AM
To: Sen. Will Espero

Subject: OCTOBER 30TH HEARING TESTIMONY

Dear Senator Espero:

I am deeply concerned about the closure of school for 17 days, and the impact it will have on
our children. Please convene a Special Session of the Legislature to address this issue and
find an alternative solution.

Mahalo

Olga Boric-Lubecke

Honolulu, HI 96815



Sen. Will Espero

From: claire stucklen [

Sent: Thursday, October 29 2009 11:42 AM
To: Sen. Will Espero

Subject: Testimony against Teacher Furloughs

To the Honorable Members of this Committee,

Thank you for your time to read my statement. I feel that it is imperitive that the children and teenagers of
Hawaii are given a fair opportunity to succeed in their future higher education and global opportunities. The
students need as many hours of quality education as possible. My child just came into public school from
private, and he is a full year ahead in math. This showed me how little is expected or presented to our children
in public schools. Our teachers need to be paid well for raising and guiding our leaders, workers and teachers of
tomorrow. Creative and advanced programs for children need to be supported and integrated into the
curriculums. This takes more days to do, not less.

Hawaii's school children deserve to have at least the minimum number of hours to enter college and compete
with other students from everywhere. Hawaii's children deserve to eat lunch if they are on food assistance and

have a safe place to learn 5 days per week, not 3 and a half or 4 days.

It is one thing to take your child out of school for a special occasion, but to be left with no choice, and having to
supplement the day via "other education programs" which usually cost a fee, is unfair.

I speak for the students with no voice, the families with no computers and perhaps language challenges. I speak
for those that don't know what to do and the children are feeling the stress of it, either left home with the TV
and less than Scout examples of how to conduct oneself in life. People do the best they can. Please give our
children and teenagers a chance. They want to succeed and be acknowledged for their accomplishments.

Our teachers and schools are the lifelines of society. Please keep our kids in school, our teachers compensated
well and our society safe.

Sincerely,
Claire Tatsumi Stucklen

Kihei, HI 96753



October 29, 2009
To the Special Senate Committee to Consider Approaches to Teacher Furloughs:

Thank you for providing this opportunity for public input on ways to “soften the blow” of teacher
furloughs. As even the Governor has acknowledged, the devastating impact and implications
furlough Fridays have for our students were not thoroughly considered. We appreciate the
chance to offer suggestions to improve the situation. We see three areas in which improvements
can be made.

I. THE USE OF SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS:

As the parents of a tenth grader at Kauai High School, we have noticed a marked increase in the
use of substitute teachers. Sometimes it is because a teacher is ill or called away for family
emergency. Much more often it is because the teacher is attending a conference or in-school
meeting or training. Some of those meetings are mandated by the DOE. The cost in dollars is
higher than ever since the substitutes won their wage increase. The cost in lost instruction time is
more significant than ever in light of the loss of instructional days. The frequent and avoidable
use of substitute teachers is even more puzzling given the state’s emphasis on having qualified
teachers in the appropriate classrooms. CUT BACK ON THE USE OF SUBSTITUTE
TEACHERS.

II. STANDARDIZED TESTING:

Even while we are decreasing the amount of instructional time in order to save, we are increasing
the TIME, ENERGY, and MONEY spent on standardized testing. This is backwards and
illogical. This year, the DOE is field testing on-line testing for all students in addition to
administering booklet and pencil versions. The DOE has added:

» on-line field testing for both the annual HSAs and the quarterly HSAs;
» Algebra II tests;
» on- line field testing in science for grades 4, 8, 10 and biology students in grades 9, 11, 12

This comes at a time when funds for computers in school are being cut. It is time to do away
with all standardized testing above eighth grade, and allow high schools to use PSAT scores
to satisfy their standardized testing requirements. We applaud the DOE for administering the
PSATs to tenth and eleventh graders. Let’s make that work even more to our advantage. We
know that schools are interested in using the PSAT scores in this manner. In the past, the
request has been denied.

In addition, it’s time to take a closer look at how the testing contracts are awarded. Is there
competitive bidding? Are there companies that have better tests and better people scoring them?
We as parents would like a detailed account of just how much money is being spent to satisfy
NCLB and think it is time to ask is it money well-spent? CUT BACK ON THE AMOUNT OF
STANDARDIZED TESTING.



III. SCHEDULING AND BUNDLING OF FURLOUGH DAYS:

The negative impact of the furlough days is magnified by their placement. Having them on
scattered Fridays not only cuts down on instructional time, it interferes with rhythm and
momentum. With a little rearranging, we can minimize the disruption and maximize the utility.

This can be done easily if we:

1. Move the furlough day scheduled for November 20 to November 25, the day before
Thanksgiving.

2. Move the furlough days scheduled for December 4 and 11 to December 16 and 17, the days
before winter break.

3. Move all the furlough days scheduled for second semester to the end of July and beginning of
August, 2010.

4. Bundle all the furlough days for 2010-2011 and put them in July and August of 2011.

This may mean postponing or even eliminating fall break 2010.
There are several reasons for taking this approach:

» Students and teachers would have more time for summer employment.

» All teachers and high school students could attend resume and skill enhancing events and
programs on the mainland that are held late in July and continue into August.

» Teachers would have time to teach summer school and attend training and certification

programs.

» The DOE could develop some well thought-out programs to prevent “summer slide,” perhaps
generating revenue for the department

The seventeen days off are damaging in and of themselves. Scattering makes the furloughed
days useless.

In any event, it is crucial we make sure that the schedule of furloughed days does not harm our
students, especially those in high school. The furlough Fridays in the spring may conflict with
events scheduled by forces outside of Hawaii. National competitions are one example. The
advanced placement exams for AP classes are another. We know for a fact that the exam for the
AP U.S. History course ( a popular one at our high school) takes place on May 7, 2010. Thatis a
furlough Friday. Something MUST be done about that issue in particular or students will suffer
tangibly.

Thank you for your energies in this matter.

Wendy and Jim Hoglen
parents of a tenth grade student at Kauai High School

Kalaheo, HI 96741
SRR~



Sen. Will Espero

From: Leocadia Conlon [

Sent: Thursday, October 29, 2009 11:08 AM
To: Sen. Will Espero

Subject: OCT 30TH HEARING TESTIMONY

Dear Senator Espero,

I am a parent of a student who attends a private school in Kailua. My daughter is in first grade and this is her
first year in private school. For kindergarten she attended Aikahi Elementary School - a wonderful public
school with remarkable teachers and administration. However, we decided to change to a private

school because of the budget cuts to the public school budgets and my fear of decreased school days.
Unfortunately my fear became a reality as the public schools of Hawaii face 17 furlough days this year, and 24
furlough days set for next year. While my daughter is not directly affected by this, I believe that as a member of
society I have an obligation to be proactive in protecting education for all children. What a society wants for
their future, is defined by what they invest in children today. Education is important and a right for all children!

Education is the one defining factor that can make the difference as to whether or not a child is able to one day
achieve the American dream, or will be bound by the limitations of poverty. Education is also the ultimate
safety net for a child. For example, a child can be homeless and have unemployed parents, but still have a safe,
nurturing place to go everyday where she or he can receive nourishment and be given an opportunity to further
themselves in life. Education in school also fosters a child's social development and physical skills. Education
can rescue a child from a high risk environment of drugs and other dysfunctional lifestyles by providing them
with safe activities and knowledge. Education is everything. Education defines a society.

Because of this, the 17 and 24 furlough days should be a concern for everyone in our community, whether or
not you have children, and whether or not you have children in public school. This negative impact on
children's education in Hawaii will also have a negative impact on our society as a whole. 17 days this year
equals over 3 weeks off from school. Most people do not even have that kind of vacation time from work.
Why is it ok then for children to be out of school for this long? What kind of message are we passing along?

Our government and society have an obligation to protect vulnerable citizens who cannot speak for themselves -
these citizens are our children. We need to give a voice to all children and demand that all children receive a
full time education. To do anything less will be destructive to our children and our community.

I personally believe that the DOE and the Hawaii Teachers Union have not done their job to promote and
protect our children's education. The education budget in Hawaii is quite reasonable and our government has
frequently responded with increase in funding when monies for school projects were requested by the DOE.
However, the end result of what resources have been made available to our children and teachers is simply
pathetic. I believe that in this crisis we should not only be trying to put a stop to school furlough days, but also
demand that full time education and enrichment programs be brought back into our schools. The DOE must be
held responsible, a formal audit must be done, and the DOE must be restructured so that they are accountable to
the people that they are supposed to serve.

I do realize however that this may take months to be put into action and our children and teachers do not have
months. Time off from school is wasted time that will only be a set back to our children's education. Therefore
I urge our government to use what emergency funds may be available to stop furlough days now while more
permanent actions take place to audit and restructure our DOE. To do anything less is a gross disservice to the
children of our society.



Mahalo for your time,
Leocadia Conlon
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Sen. Will Espero

From: Paula Carroll !

Sent: Thursday, October 28, 2009 11:08 AM

To: Sen. Will Espero

Subject: Teacher furloughs, Friday, October 30, 2009, 12:30 p.m.

I want to express my dismay about furlough days falling on instructional days. Teachers have several
paid holidays during the school year (Thanksgiving, Christmas break, winter break, spring break, ad
nauseum). Why not use those days as non-paid days when school is not in session anyway? The children
are not the losers or being punished as they are under the current furlough system. Teachers wouldn't be
laid off either.

Paula Carroll

e
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Date: October 29, 2009

To:  The Special Senate Committee to Consider Approaches to Teacher Furloughs
Friday, October 30, 2009, 12:30 p.m.

Fax: piffeiScessmmu.
From: Chief Moana Tavita Leaturufia

Re:  Fix the Student/Teacher Furloughs

My parents, both teachers—my father, an esteemed High-Chief, and my mother with a
Masters in Education from. Stanford Uﬁiversity—moved their family here from American,
Samoa, specifically for the educational opportunities that Hawaii offered me and my five
siblings. We left a much easier life for the hard-scrabble of Palolo Valley with one goal in mind:
Education. We worked hard and moved up, through Education. I have travelled the world and
been to over 25 other countries. I am proud to be Samoan, Polynesian, and to reside in Hawaii as
aU.S. citizen.

Right now, I am not proud of our state’s actions regarding my children’s education. It is
the desizxe of every parcnt, morc so with immigrants, that our children have a better life and better
opportunities. These furloughs are denying our children a better opportunity and it is shameful
for all of us. We are hurting our children’s futures while ignorin;g the hard-fought values of the
generations before us. |

We must use whatever resources there are to correct this wrong. Public education was
started in 1840 under the Kingdom of Hawaii; in our 50™ year of Statehood, we must honor the

obligations to our future and past generations. Fix the student/teacher furloughs.

" ..Chief Moana Tavita Leatutufu

e — ~
Pala,. HI 96779 % W




Sen. Will Espero

From: Pamela Vera [

Sent: Thursday, October 29, 2009 1:28 PM

To: Sen. Will Espero

Subject: Approach to Teacher Furloughs 10/23/09 Noon
Aloha,

I am a tax paying, parent of public school children here in Hawaii. As such I beg you not to throw more funds
(Hurricane Relief funds or Rainey Day funds) into a Broken system, without FIRST addressing the Real
problem. -

The DOE and BOE are Old, outdated systems that need a complete overhaul (and over throw!). These un-
elected (and in my opinion, ineffective) peoples have seen to it to secure for themselves 2/3rds of the funds
intended for public education. They need to show us how those funds were spent.... where did the money go?
We need them to be Accountable. Most of these people have NO true involvement with children or educating
them. Lets illiminate 60% of these Dept/ Board members and correct the balance of 2/3rds of the budget going
Directly to the Front Line... the teachers, and ON Campus admin, and principals. This will place the
responsibility of schools performance back in the hands of the principals and teacher at each school, giving
them the tools needed to reach the benchmarks I believe the desire to reach and overcome. It will also
encourage the communities of each school to step up and assist in ways as of yet, unseen, since they will feel
the immediate response/performance of thier aide.

As for an Immediate solution, we need the HSTA to be flexible with the minutes of instruction per day they
allow, so that we can add hours back to the shortened Wednesday schedule, and convert all of the teacher "in
service" days back to instructional days, to keep our kids from falling further into the vast hole of neglect that
has been created.

We need elected officials, un-elected boards/dept.s, the school staffs, and general public to work Together for
the good of our children, with Open and transparent agendas and budgets.... to put Hawaii's children back on a
path for success. Haven't we dragged them behind the bus long enough?

In closing, I have never met a teacher who chose that particular profession as a means to get wealthy... only
those who do it for the Love of the children, and hope for our future being better and brighter.
Let's make that the reality.

Respectfully,

Pamela Vera
Parent & taxpayer



SPECIAL SENATE COMMITTEE TO CONSIDER APPROACHES TO TEACHER FURLOUGHS

DATE: Friday, October 30, 2009
TIME: 12:30 p.m.
PLACE: Auditorium

State Capitol

415 South Beretania Street

I have been a public school teacher in Hawai'i for 17-1/2 years and a public school
administrator for almost six years. I have shaken my head in disbelief many times
through the years over the decisions made concerning public education, but the
decision to deprive Hawai'i’s keiki of a significant number of days of their
opportunity for education is the most outrageous. I find it very difficult to believe
that the learned men and women of our state’s legislature could not come up with a
better way of saving the state money than placing the consequences for that

savings on the backs of our children.

Anyone who understands basic math can see that reducing the pay of a huge
segment of the state’s work force will result in a decrease in tax revenues, due to
the loss of discretionary income to that work force, and their inability to spend
money in local businesses. As the tax revenues dwindle, more of the work force
will have its pay reduced or removed, when the state requires further layoffs of
state workers, and businesses close their doors because they cannot make a profit,

and it will not end until there is nothing left of our state economy.



For those of you who don’t think this has any affect on you because your children
attend private schools, think again. When there are no customers, there are no
businesses. When there are no businesses, there are no customers seeking goods
and services and those CEOs, doctors, lawyers, bankers and other professionals
have no one able to avail themselves of their services. You will no longer be able
to afford those public school tuitions. My issue is not with the private schools, I
hasten to add. One of my children attended private school for a part of her
education because that was in her best interests. My other child, however, attended
public schools right through the University of Hawai'i at Manoa, and is now one of

those teachers having to take a furlough every Friday.

Because of politics, and politics only, several avenues that do not mean people
losing their jobs or a portion of their income have been discarded. An increase in
the state general excise tax is one of them. But our legislators and governor would
rather send our keiki home from school and state into economic disaster rather than
work together to come up with a solution that would keep people working and

keep our tax revenues up.

This whole mess could be cleaned up with a modest increase in the general excise
tax coupled with putting all state offices—including schools—on a four-day work
week. The savings to the state in the cost of operating the facilities for four rather

than five days each week would be significant. School days could be lengthened



by two hours each day, more than making up for the time “lost” from going to a
four days week. State workers could continue to earn enough to allow them to
spend in local businesses and the loss in state tax revenues from local sources

would be eliminated.

When will those of you—Ilegislators and governor alike--charged with working in
the best interests of ALL of the citizens of our state take your responsibilities
seriously, forget whether you are Democrat or Republican, and do what is right?

We keep waiting, and waiting, and waiting.

Katherine L. Bowers

Sy

Kailua, HI 96734
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Sen. Will Espero

From: Joanne Williams

Sent: Thursday, October 29, 2009 9:39 AM
To: Sen. Will Espero

Subject: Furlough Fridays

Dear Sirs/Madams

The education of our children is the cornerstone of their success (or failure) in life. The implementation of
furloughs is a direct assault on the possibilities of such success, and the adults who came up with this idea
should be ashamed! While I understand the importance of teachers getting paid, it is the continuing gross
misappropriation of funds that has gotten us here. There is vast over spending and in none of the right areas.

The children and families in Hawaii have been unilaterally thrown under the bus by the HSTA, DOE and
Governor Lingle. Politics and posturing seem to have clouded their judgment. Furloughs for our children's
learning should not even be an option. Why not extend Wednesdays? Why not make the teacher's furloughs on
the myriad of other days (professional development, collaboration, etc.) when students are not present at
school? Anything is better than sacrificing our children & family's well being! Students, many who may
already be struggling, may never recover from the lack of instruction time. What will that do to their future, as
well as the future of this state? That is a gamble I sure do not want to take!

Mahalo for your time
Joanne Williams
Kahana, Maui

(children at King Kamehameha III and Laihainaluna)



Sen. Will Espero

From: KAREN SETH |

Sent: : Thursday, October 29, 2009 9:46 AM

To: Sen. Will Espero

Subject: OCTOBER 30TH HEARING TESTIMONY

I am deeply concerned about the closure of Hawaii public school for 17 days, and the impact it will have on our children.
My daughter is a fourth grader at Aikahi Elementary School, and | am so frustrated that the state's budget crisis has to
result in the sacrifice of our children's education. The way to solve the economic crisis long-term is to invest in our
children's education not take away from it.

Please convene a Special Session of the Legislature to address this issue and find an alternative solution that does not
include cutting teachers or furloughs on instructional days.

Mahalo,
Karen Seth

Kaneohe, HI 96744



Sen. Will Espero

From:

Sent: Thursday, October 29, 2009 9:51 AM

To: sentaniguch@Capitol.hawaii.gov

Cc: Sen. Colleen Hanabusa; Rep. Ken Ito; Sen. Norman Sakamoto; Sen. Carol Fukunaga; Sen.
Will Espero; Sen. Gary Hooser; Rep. Marcus Oshiro

Subject: level of transparency

The last thing Hawaii needs or can afford is a special five day legislative session. Some of
your colleagues with future career goals are salivating about five additional days of
microphone and media time. Don't do it. The cameras will be there in ten weeks. You are each
evaluated by your accomplishments, not aspirations. Please take the time and money in the
next ten weeks to send a postcard to your constituents expressing some form of
sympathy/empathy for the difficult times they are all facing. Many of them will never forget
your 32% pay raise this year.

I am one of many who was sucked into the deep, dark hole of Chapter 431P which became
effective on July 1, 1993. Because I chose to refinance my house in July 1993,I was forced to
pay a 1% special mortgage recording fee (more than $2900). This assessment set by statute was
attached to every mortgage recorded at the Bureau of Conveyances from 1993 to 2001. It's
called the Hurricane Relief Fund. Were you forced to contribute? If not, then you perhaps
believe this is your money. I'm researching the document and nowhere does it say that a
partial or entire raid of the fund can be given to the DOE. You can safely assume that a
consequence of a "raid"” on the Hurricane Fund will result in legal action.

Helen Awaya
Retired senior, voter, constituent, consumer and citizen



Sen. Will Espero

From: G —

Sent: Thursday, October 29, 2009 9:54 AM

To: Rep. Jessica Wooley; Sen. Will Espero

Cc: sheena_alaiasa@notes.k12.hi.us; pamela_kino@notes.k12.hi.us;
val_nakagawa@notes.k12.hi.us

Subject: Furlough Fridays

Senator Espero and Representative Wooley,

You, of all people, must understand how this has got to stop! I have three children and all three learn very
differently. My oldest, a Sophomore at Castle High, will be ok missing 17 days because she takes on extra
work, works hard, puts extra effort into every assignment--she will be fine and the day off will actually help
to keep her going physically and mentally.

My other two, students at King Intermediate, will not. I feel my other daughter, especially, is already being left
behind. She is so smart but only does what is expected of her. Because she is a lousy test taker--her HSA

tests are good but not recognized by the schools as being good enough for her to be put into a GT program or to
be in a program that challenges her in any way. As a result, she has never done homework at home since we -
moved to Hawaii 6 years ago (from Japan where they grew up in the Japanese school system and although my
husband and I were born in the midwest, in many ways, English was a second language for them). She gets it
done in class because she says she gets bored listening to the teacher. I have tried to talk to the school
counselors about this but there hands seem tied. Now that she will be getting 17 fewer days of instruction, she
will have 17 fewer chances to do any classwork at all because she is not doing it at home. In fact, she gets so
bored at home while her brother and sister are working on homework, that she has started writing novels. She is
on her 3rd or 4th. She took copies of her last (52 pages!) one to her English teacher, last year's English teacher
and another teacher and although they seemed to encourage her to write more, because it wasn't classwork,
there was no offer to help her polish it or go further with this gift she has.

My son, also does not do as well on HSA tests and therefore does not qualify for GT classes. Like my oldest
daughter (who also does not do well on tests) he was given a chance in elementary school to be in GT in 6th
grade. Unlike my daughter who was automatically received into the GT program at King because she had been
in it in 6th grade, due to rule changes, he had to re-test to enter it at King and was not allowed in. He did get in
the math program after someone dropped out and because of a hearing difficulty and the noise of airplanes at
King which has required some time for him, he's been working hard to prove he deserves to be there. And, with
the help of his wonderful teachers, he is living up to that challenge in every way. My guess is that once he does
get used to the environmental factors and is able to adjust with his auditory processing disorder, he will also be
craving additional challenges, which is what happened his last two years at Ahuimanu. This is a child that
thrives on classroom participation and interaction with the teachers and to lose that on Furlough Fridays is
horrible.

Three children of the same parents; three different learning-styles and two children that are going to suffer if
Furlough Fridays are not ended. Please do what you need to do to restore these instructional days for the sake of
all the other families like mine who are scared to death about what this will mean for their children.

Thank you for listening.

Diane Weible



TESTIMONY BEFORE THE
SPECIAL SENATE COMMITTEE
TO CONSIDER APPROACHES TO TEACHER FURLOUGHS

Friday, October 30, 2009
12:30 p.m.

WRITTEN TESTIMONY ONLY

Chair Taniguchi, Vice-Chair Espero and members of the committee:

My name is Lloyd Lim. Although I work for State government, I am testifying solely in
my capacity as a private citizen on the issue of teacher furloughs and how they can be
addressed.

I wish to point out that the issue of teacher furloughs is only one part of a larger question
about funding of the DOE, which itself is only a small part of the larger question about
funding State government. These questions relate to even larger questions, not only
about the economy of Hawaii, but about the national economy. Obviously, our economy
here feeds our tax base which feeds our government.

At the national level we nearly had a collapse in the financial system which has largely
been averted, but some of the structural problems remain and are not totally fixable by
federal regulation, even assuming that passes. Our federal government is engaged in
Keynesian activities and they are spending a lot of money. One can debate about that
Keynesian policy,’ but when you start talking about heading towards $17 trillion dollars
in federal debt, we are getting to a level of government spending that is destabilizing.
Why is it destabilizing? Because it creates uncertainty for business and for consumers,
particularly with respect to taxes, inflation and interest rates. Add to that the coming
crisis in federal entitlements, which Congress is not dealing with, and uncertainty about
the wars we are fighting and the overall situation is worrisome. It could be that our
economy comes roaring back, or it could be that we are witnessing a fundamental change
in the American consumer as relates to discretionary spending. I don’t have to tell you
that a vacation in Hawaii falls in the realm of discretionary spending. We also have to
consider the future loss of Senator Inouye and the threat this poses to the federal spending
which is the other big part of Hawaii’s economy besides tourism.

! Keynes is the author of the pump priming theory that government spending can make up for weak private
sector demand. Having actually read Keynes in the original text, I can tell you that he is a theoretician as
compared to Adam Smith who was an empiricist. Keynes went wrong on two notable points. First, that
the intervention by the government itself can create problems. Second, that the government is not a flexible
balloon that and expand and contract at will to supplement consumer demand. The primary evidence for
pump priming is WW2. Two things need to be noted about that. First, the stimulus was very large and for
an extended period. Second, America ended up in the primary economic and military position in the world
at the end of it. Therefore, extrapolating from that experience to current stimulus attempts, which have not
been constructed properly to begin with, is perilous.



Sen. Will Espero

From: Robert Tellander

Sent: : Thursday, October 29, 2009 11:01 AM

To: Sen. Will Espero

Subject: FURLOUGHS FOR THE COMMON GOOD
Aloha,

Here are my responses: One, a one-page short form, that suggests two options. Another, a two-page long form,
that supplies the rationale, as well. I also plan to attend the session tomorrow.

Sincerely, Robert Tellander

(1) SHORT FORM:
FURLOUGHS FOR THE COMMON GOOD

Furloughs keep benefits, sustain careers, and preserve the status quo. They retain costly health care for staff, reduce services and
productivity for the public, and do not change the institutionalized structure of the services offered. Consequently, we have bundled all
our educational and medical care problems in a locked, "back room" and expect them to become "productive assets" once the economy
revives enough to reactivate them and restore the systems to full production. :

Therefore, | support furloughs as an opportunity to improve the lives of all citizens who use and need public services. |do not,
however, support furloughs as a holding pattern to preserve the status quo in our public health services and educational systems.

FURLOUGHS IN PUBLIC EDUCATION

In public education we need to focus on what we do and whether the outcomes merit its continuation. In short, we need to validate
what actually enables students to grasp new ideas and determine how they can create their own valid insights and apply them
meaningfully to overcome that which defines their incapacity. Now we use a normed standard that favors only those who conform to it.
In short, we want them to become more than "normal.”

On Fridays, we should invite back all the keiki to tell all school principals and their support staff orally and/or on questionnaires, "What in
the current curricula, do they not understand?" Any good administrator should be able to translate those perceived needs and
curricular flaws into something where the students themselves could teach each other new insights at the subsequent Friday gathering,
in the absence of teachers who normally act as "curricular control agents.”

FURLOUGHS IN PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICES

Similarly, health care must be extended beyond the medical model. Screening should be done at each public school of the students'
vital signs to see who is not well. Rather than prescribe drugs to the clusters of sick students to mask their symptoms, discover from
them how they became ill. By moving away from the medicated muffling of symptoms toward public health, where illness has real
origins and victims can participate in recognizing them and preventing them so others in their community do not become victims, as
well, we venture into the field of "health care."

Kaiser and HMSA need such data to make valid maps of disease by zip code clusters on the island to enhance their diagnostics and to
screen out psychosomatic illness. They should supply a nurse practitioner/staff to collect the data on Fridays. Otherwise, Public Health
Officers should collect the data and sell it to medical care practitioners, or use the data as evidence of misdiagnosis by them during any
pandemic illness.

In both these examples, note that we seek to create common and beneficial solutions to problems that can be achieved through inquiry,
discussion, cooperation and common action (help) and thus improve the climate of learning in our schools where currently, the survival
of the most socially fit poisons the ability of others by preventing them from participating in the learning process, and dealing similarly
and effectively with their health problems to overcome massive, possibly benign, neglect.

Robert Tellander

Honolulu, HI 96815-2002
L
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(2) LONG FORM:
FURLOUGHS FOR THE COMMON GOOD

Furloughs keep benefits, sustain careers, and preserve the status quo. They retain costly health care for staff, reduce services and
productivity for the public, and do not change the institutionalized structure of the services offered. Consequently, we have bundled all
our educational and medical care problems in a locked, "back room" and expect them to become "productive assets” once the economy
revives enough to reactivate them and restore the systems to full production.

Both the State's Public Education System and the Medical Care System do not offer what they purport to give: Care and enhanced
human outcomes. Instead, they have opted for a system of control that rewards the healthy and the well-behaved with an enhanced
status as role models. The ill and incapacitated become "burdens” that the system must carry. Similarly in public education, the "No
Child Left Behind Program merely identified which behind was attached to which child. It judged them as inadequate and told the
educational systems that under their control this inadequacy persists. Instead of relating to the patient and to the student, the system
responded by demonstrating that the cultural factors beyond their control caused the problem. Blame, thus, was deflected; the
problems were not addressed.

In our medical care system, the poor and ill are told that they must take better care of themselves and not to expect miracles in the
emergency room. And certainly not, if they lack health insurance.

The medical care system and the public educational system have both become the willing victims of the economic system.

After years of hearing "government cannot do anything right," we have come to believe it. Conversely, private, free market solutions
will produce better and more efficient outcomes. Acting on that assumption, we have created two systems of essential care that we
cannot now afford to operate.

We in Hawaii, like those on Wall Street who believe that profit best defines the "common good" and who nearly destroyed the economic
system in this simplistic quest, now face the task of redefining health care away from the medical control model and now too must
refocus education on the needs and abilities of the student and not their control.

Contrary to what the vested interest saw in furloughs, they now have become a beneficial means where we can question and rethink
our public services. Obviously, if "no services on Fridays" makes no appreciable difference, we should not restore that option when the
financial means is restored.

More importantly, we need to test the capacity of our administrators--our public service leaders. If they cannot improve services during
these difficult times, we should let them go and replace them with others who can. In so doing we reduce our service costs to only
functional and beneficial services lead by those who make that happen.

FURLOUGHS IN PUBLIC EDUCATION

In public education we need to focus on what we do and whether the outcomes merit its continuation. In short, we need to validate
what actually enables students to grasp new ideas and determine how they can create their own valid insights and apply them
meaningfully to overcome that which defines their incapacity. Now we use a normed standard that favors only those who conform to it.
In short, we want them to become more than "normal."

On Fridays, we should invite back all the keiki to tell all school principals and their support staff orally and/or on questionnaires, "What in
the current curricula, do they not understand?" Any good administrator should be able to translate those perceived needs and
curricular flaws into something where the students themselves could teach each other new insights at the subsequent Friday gathering,
in the absence of teachers who normally act as "curricular control agents."

FURLOUGHS IN PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICES

Similarly, health care must be extended beyond the medical model. Screening should be done at each public school of the students'
vital signs to see who is not well. Rather than prescribe drugs to the clusters of sick students to mask their symptoms, discover from
them how they became ill. By moving away from the medicated muffling of symptoms toward public health, where iliness has real
origins and victims can participate in recognizing them and preventing them so others in their community do not become victims, as
well, we venture into the field of "health care."

Kaiser and HMSA need such data to make valid maps of disease by zip code clusters on the island to enhance their diagnostics and to
screen out psychosomatic illness. They should supply a nurse practitioner/staff to collect the data on Fridays. Otherwise, Public Health
Officers should collect the data and sell it to medical care practitioners, or use the data as evidence of misdiagnosis by them during any
pandemic illness.

In both these examples, note that we seek to create common and beneficial solutions to problems that can be achieved through inquiry,
discussion, cooperation and common action (help) and thus improve the climate of learning in our schools where currently, the survival
of the most socially fit poisons the ability of others by preventing them from participating in the learning process, and dealing similarly
and effectively with their health problems to overcome massive, possibly benign, neglect.



CONCLUSION

Therefore, | support furloughs as an opportunity to improve the lives of all citizens who use and need public services. | do not,
however, support furloughs as a holding pattern to preserve the status quo in our public health services and educational systems.

Robert Tellander

—



Sen. Will Espero

From: SEHENESRE™

Sent: Thursday, October 29, 2009 1:46 PM

To: Sen. Will Espero

Subject: Testimony for the Special Senate Committee to Consider Approaches to Teacher Furloughs
Attachments: Testimony October 30.doc

Aloha,

Please see the attached written testimony for the October 30, 2009 meeting of the Special Senate Committee to Consider
Approaches to Teacher Furloughs.

Mahalo,

Liz Sager
Maui Region Director, Hawaii State PTSA
President, Lahaina Intermediate School PTSA

b Lite) padon sy




October 29, 2009

TO: Special Senate Committee to Consider Approaches to Teacher Furloughs
RE: Written testimony for hearing at 12:30pm, on October 30, 2009

My name is Elizabeth Sager and | am a parent of an intermediate public school student.
I would like to testify against the newly implemented teacher furlough days and
encourage our legislatures to look for a better solution to the current budget deficit.

In light of the fact that Hawaii’s public schools are consistently ranked at the bottom
among public schools in the nation, every viable option to keep our students in school
should be considered. | would recommend the following options:

1. Substitute waiver days for furlough days, therefore increasing the number of
instructional days.

2. Substitute professional development days for furlough days, therefore increasing
the number of instructional days.

3. Borrow from the hurricane fund to help balance the education budget. This fund,
which was set up as a safe guard in a time of crisis when insurance companies
were not underwriting insurance policies following Hurricane Iniki, is no longer
needed. Insurance companies are once again providing hurricane insurance to
Hawaii homeowners. Our current crisis is now the state of our public education.

4. Encourage the BOE and DOE that should layoffs become necessary, cut from
the top, not at the teacher level, which will most influence our students.

The message we have sent Hawaii’s keiki through teacher furloughs is that they and
their education and future do not matter. Education must be a priority in Hawaii, as our
children attempt to succeed in a global environment. Even third world countries

understand the importance of education. Why does Hawaii think its okay to cheat our
children of their right to education?

Please use your influence to right the wrong that has been done to the children of
Hawaii.

Thank you for your consideration and the opportunity to express myself.
Respectfully,

Elizabeth Sager

MO

Lahaina, HI 96761
SN SNEgEHGR.



Sen. Will Espero

From:

Sent: Thursday, October 29, 2009 1:56 PM
To: Sen. Will Espero

Subject: Furloughs

I know you are fighting for us, thanks. Please get rid of thefurlough days.Mafeleine Brennan

Sent via BlackBerry from T-Mobile



Sen. Will Espero

From: S —
Sent: Thursday, October 29, 2009 2:03 PM
To: Sen. Will Espero
Subject: teacher furloughs

Special Senate Committee to Consider Approaches to Teacher Furloughs
Date: Friday, October 30, 2009

Time: 12:30 p.m.

Place: Auditorium, State Capital

Thank you for this hearing but why is it that our state senate is reactive and not proactive?

Does our state senate value a well educated community? Linda Lingle's original demand of thirty-six furlough

days continued her agenda against public education. Public education has been under attack since Regan appointed Bill
Bennett to Secretary of Education. Bill Bennett wanted to privatize public education. A senate research paper stated that
the direct result of George Bush's No Child Left Behind would increase the corporate testing industry from a million dollar
to a billion dollar industry. The underlined theme here is that republicans do not value a well educated society! Itis
easier to manipulate when the masses are uneducated. They do believe in having the best private education money

can buy-for the few that can afford it! Actions speak louder than words. Three years ago Hawaii had a six hundred million
dollar surplus. The legislature allocated 200 million to education. The unhonorable governor didn't release it. Hawaii has
been four hundred million dollars behind in repair and maintenance each of the four years | have taught in this state. Just
recently HGEA, HSTA and the DOE were filling out paperwork for the 4.3 billion Race to The Top federal education
funds. Linda Lingle was reluctant to be involved with this process until the unions reminded her that her legacy in
education might be salvaged if some of this money came to Hawaii. Lingle and the speaker have been outspokenly
against a special session. A special session was called for to save the super ferry but not for our keiki? Where are the
priorities? | feel furloughing will also have an adverse effect on the teacher shortage. The DOE has had to stop spending
twenty million dollars a year to train and recruit teachers to come to Hawaii. Who on the mainland has five thousand
dollars to move to Hawaii and receive the lowest pay in America-when you factor in the cost of living? First find the
funds that have been set aside for a rainy day and restore the furloughed school days. Second, start respecting
education by making it a priority! "If we're going to have a successful democratic society, we have to have a well
educated and healthy citizenry”. - - Thomas Jefferson

Justin Hughey
Teacher



Sen. Will Espero

From: Shiyana Thenabad N

Sent: Thursday, October 29, 2009 2:09 PM

To: Sen. Will Espero

Subject: testimony for Special Senate Committee to Consider Approaches to. Teacher Furloughs

Dear Sen. Espero and Members of the Special Senate Committee to Consider Approaches to Teacher
Furloughs:

I have one child attending kindergarten in a Hawaii public school and another one attending high school at a
private school. I would have loved to have seen my older child graduate from a top-notch Hawaii public school,
but unfortunately, there are only substandard public intermediate and high schools in Hawaii. Our public school
students score well below the national average in math, science and reading/writing. Taking away an additional
17 days of classroom instruction will only make matters worse - a lot worse. We all know that and yet the DOE,
BOE, HSTA, Gov. Lingle and the legislators are permitting furlough Friday #2 to take place today.

I am so disappointed that the DOE believes that cutting 17 days of instruction is the best solution to balancing
its budget. Why didn't the DOE cut 17 days of paid holidays and professional development/planning days
instead? Probably because the powers-that-be were afraid that teachers may not vote in favor of that contract.
So, they took the easy path - cut instructional days and send out the message that there will be no lay-offs and
the teachers will get a three-day weekend. Who cares about the consequences? I care. And thousands of other
parents care. And I know that there are hundreds of teachers who care.

So, please, let's do the right thing. Let's have the teachers take another vote to amend the Memorandom of
Agreement to make all or most of the furlough days planning days and paid holidays. This is what should have
been on the table from day one. I think Pat Hamamoto, Wil Okabe and the BOE will be surprised to see that
most teachers are willing to give up a few paid holidays and planning days to restore classroom instruction time.
Its not too late to stop this fiasco.

Presently, for an individual school to swap planning days for instruction, they have to jump through hoops and
get the approval of too many administrators. Although I applaud the schools that are forging ahead with this so
called solution, I feel this situation is unfair. All public school children should have the same number of
classroom instruction dates. The best way to do this is to have the teachers vote again and to mandate that the
minimum number of instruction days at Hawaii public school is no less than the national average. It's the least
we can do to at least maintain our standard of public school education in Hawaii.

If we cut 17 days of instruction, don't be surprised to see Hawaii at the very bottom of the state rankings for
Hawaii public schools. Is that what we want for our state and our keiki? I sure hope not.

Thank you for taking the time to listen. Now, let's take action!

Aloha,
Shiyana Thenabadu

address W
phone:



Sen. Will Espero

From: Richard Wainscoat ['eismeesmmsasg, |
Sent: Thursday, October 29, 2009 2:15 PM

To: Sen. Will Espero

Subject: OCTOBER 30TH HEARING TESTIMONY

Chair Taniguchi, Vice-Chair Espero, and members of the committee:

I have one child in public school, and I am extremely concerned about the impacts of the
furloughs on my son's education. I also teach astronomy at the University of Hawaii to
undergraduates, many of whom are products of Hawaii's public school system. I often find
myself teaching basic science, mathematics, and problem solving skills that should have been
learned in high school. It troubles me enormously that such a serious degradation of an
already struggling public school system has been so recklessly implemented.

I believe that urgent action is needed to restore classroom instruction in Hawaii's public
schools. We simply cannot wait until the regular legislative session - by then, there will
be no hope of recovery of the 17 lost days of the 2009-2010 school year, and the education of
Hawaii's public school children will have been irreparably harmed.

I would like to make the following recommendations to the legislature:

1. Mandate a minimum number of instructional days per year for public schools. I suggest
that this should be larger than the pre-furlough number (180). Many teachers that I have
talked to believe that there is too little time to teach what is required, and with the
recent increases in testing, regular instructional time has been further decreased.

2. This should not be an unfunded mandate - I suggest that part of this can come from
further cuts of non-instructional components of the DOE, but do realize that further funding
will be needed via the hurricane fund, rainy day fund, or tax increases. In return for
restoring full (2008-2009) teacher salaries, I suggest that a longer school year be
immediately implemented. In this way, teachers will still be playing their part in these
tough economic times to help Hawaii.

3. The lengthened school year should form the beginning of a strong effort from Hawaii to
secure funds from the $4.35 billion Federal Race to the Top fund. 1In the present 17 day
furlough situation, Hawaii has no hope whatsoever for any part of this generous federal
program.

Hawaii's children are our future. Please take immediate action to restore instructional time

in Hawaii's public schools and invest in the future.

Aloha,
Richard Wainscoat



Sen. Will Espero

From: Jenny Fuijita

Sent: Wednesday, October 28, 2009 10:19 AM
To: Sen. Will Espero

Subject: Teacher Furloughs

Aloha, Senator Espero,
The following is my testimony for the public hearing at 12:30 p.m. on Friday, Oct. 30 at the State Capitol.

Losing 17 days of instructional time is unacceptable and | support both short and long term solutions to this issue.

As a short term solution, a 5-day special session of the legislature should be held immediately to resolve the issue. We
cannot put this off until the regular session in January of 2010. Putting the decision off to 2010 will cause the loss of a
full school year. If we act now it is possible to save a majority of the present school year.

Funds exist now in the Hawaii Hurricane Relief Fund (5185,000,000) and in the state’s Rainy Day Fund ($50,000,000 to
$60,000,000) that could be borrowed/transferred to the DOE to provide the approximately $60,000,000 needed to
restore the remaining instructional days that will otherwise be lost.

If we delay efforts to secure this funding now, the consequences are grave: we’ll be providing a substandard education
for our children, young children will be left home alone on furlough days, parents will struggle to take time off from
work to be with their children on furlough days, employers will be left understaffed because employees have to be
home with their children, etc.

As a long term solution, there must be a constitutional inclusion regarding the minimum amount of instruction time
required for our children. Otherwise, school days could be taken away again should there be budget shortfalls again.
The unions, DOE, and Governor were able to eliminate these school days without any repercussion. Given that there
are no instruction time standards in our law books or our constitution, voters are left virtually powerless in this situation.

The question is whether or not we believe that our children have a right to a certain standard of public education, which
we all pay into. A constitutional amendment would be a promise to our children that public education won’t fail them.
An amendment regarding the minimum amount of instructional time won’t necessarily impact the quality of our public
school education but without the quantity, we can’t possibly have quality.

| urge you to take action to secure immediate funds for our schools and to amend our state constitution to include a
minimum amount of instructional time. Let’s make this a positive and permanent legacy for our children’s future.

Mahalo and aloha,
Jenny Fujita, parent of a 3rd grader at Kalaheo Elementary School

Kalaheo, HI 96741



Topic: Teacher Furloughs
Special Senate Committee

Friday Oct. 30t 12:30 pm at the State Capital Auditorium

My name is Jennifer Antony, [ am a registered nurse and my husband is a
contractor, we live on Kauai. I am writing this letter in support of finding an
immediate solution to the 17 furlough days in our public schools.

I have two children in public school. My daughter is a 7th grader at Kapaa
Middle. She just finished her first quarter with a 4.0 GPA and is rated #1 out of 247
students! She loves school. Her teachers are expressing their stress over the loss of
school days to the kids, and now the homework load will increase as the school days
decrease. She is also now feeling the stress. How is she supposed to continue to
excel with 17 days less school? This is unacceptable!

My son is a 3™ grader at Kilauea elementary. He is also a bright student who
loves his teachers and school. He is sad because the last two weeks they were not
able to do their science unit or their spelling units because of a lack of classroom
time. Between the teacher workdays and furlough Fridays his teacher is playing
catch up... This is unacceptable!

Hawaii’s kids deserve better... Why are they the victims of this financial
mess? Shouldn’t the kids be the priority? The kids are our future. It is my job as a
parent and as the Vice President of our PTSA to advocate for our kids... Therefore, I
support a special session of the legislature to solve this crisis immediately and give
the kids back there Fridays. This loss of classroom time should never have even
been an option. This is simply unacceptable!

Thank you very much,
Jennifer Antony

Kauai



Sen. Will Espero

From: Melissa Norman | :

Sent: Wednesday, October 28, 2009 10:03 AM
To: Sen. Will Espero

Subject: Teacher Furloughs

Categories: Print Big Island

Teacher Furloughs

1) Losing 17 days of instructional time is unacceptable

2) A5 day special session of the legislature should be held immediately to resolve the issue and we cannot put this off
until the regular session in January of 2010. Putting the decision off to 2010 will cause the loss of a full school year. If we
act now it is possible to save a majority of the present school year.

3) Funds exist now in the Hawaii Hurricane Relief Fund ($185,000,000) and in the state's Rainy Day Fund ($50,000,000
to $60,000,000) that could be borrowed/transferred to the DOE to provide the approximately $60,000,000 needed to
restore the remaining instructional days that will otherwise be lost.

The students in Hawaii heed more time in school. 17 days is a devastating blow that cripples the future for our community.
Educating our community needs to be a top priority so that we can have a vibrant, competitive, thriving society. The
research is overwhelming, more school, more success.

Please restore and re-invigorate our public school. Turn this around and make the right decision. It will give people across
the country renewed faith in our leadership.

Sincerely,

Melissa Norman

Parent

12 grade student Kapa'a High School

4th grade student Kilauea Elementary School



Sen. Will Espero

From: _ Robert Patterson [esiniségesnisaem

Sent: Wednesday, October 28, 2009 1:10 PM
To: Sen. Will Espero

Subject: October 30TH HEARING TESTIMONY
Categories: Print Big Island

To Whom it May Concern,

I believe that a special session should be considered because our children's education has
been set aside and this should be unacceptable to your state of Hawaii. You should hold
yourselves to a higher standard and place education at the top of your priority list.

In our house, education is very important and the message the state of Hawaii is sending is
completely the opposite. You are setting each and every child up for failure by taking very
needed classroom time from them. If a child is average or below average, there is virtually
no way for those children to survive in this school system! What kind of government does
that?

Please push for a special session to make a positive and lasting impact for the children. We
teach our children to find a solution if they have made a mistake, apologize if necessary and
learn from that mistake. Be an example for our children!

Thank you for your time!

Angel Patterson



Sen. Will Espero

From: Karen Kane [

Sent: Wednesday, October 28, 2009 1:17 PM

To: Sen. David Ige; Sen. Les lhara, Jr.

Subject: The obvious way to save $ & avoid disruption of services/schools/colleges
Categories: " Print Big Island

.Aloha, I saw this in the Honolulu paper when i was visiting Oahu from Hilo.
This is a definite answer to the issue of closing schools.

October 14, 2009
Honolulu Advertiser
Page A13

FURLOUGHS
Unpaid Holidays makes more sense

Govt. Lingle has instituted furloughs to achieve payroll saving. this action results in the closing of schools,
prisons, and offices with disruption of government services. Instead of furloughs, why not have unpaid
holidays for all state and county workers?

During the holidays all schools, state institutions and offices are already closed so there won't be any
disruption of services and alternative child care won't be an issue. Under the unpaid holiday system, the
workload remains the same without compressing the work to four day work weeks under the furlough
system. If they are going to cut your pay anyway, do it so it's less painful for everyone with the least
disruption of government function.

Eliminating the state’s executive mansion and vehicles for the governor and university president will also be
cutting the fat. they should be able to afford to pay for their own housing and transportation like the rest of us.
Other hidden perks and benefits need to be scrutinized.

Opening-day ceremonies for the Legislature should be considered a serious work day instead of being a “party
day’.

The message is clear: We as a state are broke. so shape up and lead by example.

Harvey Chan

Hilo Hawaii

Karen Kane, MEd

Counselor, Disability Service Provider

Hawai'i Community College

Ha'awi Kokua Program

Services to Students with Disabilities and Academic Challenges
Mailing Address - 200 West Kawili Street - Hilo, Hawaii 96720
Program Office - Manono Campus - Bldg 388 - Room 106

KOKUA Technology Lab - Manono Campus - Bldg 388 - Room 104
V/TTY (808) 933-0702 - FAX (808) 974-7692

...assisting students in maximizing their potential by encouraging
independence, self-determination, and full participation in the educational
experience...



Sen. Will Espero

From: Curt Muraoka [

Sent: Wednesday, October 28, 2009 1:28 PM
To: Sen. Will Espero

Subject: 10Us for Union Employees
Categories: Print Big Island

Aloha Sen. Espero,

I suggest that state and union leaders discuss bond backed IOUs in lieu of pay in order to restore instructional
days to public schools.

Would it be possible to use debt service to provide (for example) a 10-year note that employees could redeem
upon retirement or after 10 years, whichever comes later? Something structured like US Savings Bonds might
be more palatable psychologically than a simple IOU because the face value is displayed.

Thank you for the important work you are all doing.

Curtis Muraoka, Co-Director
WHEAPCS



From: Nevzat Soguk [wee=esueai e,

Sent: Wednesday, October 28, 2009 3:55 PM
To: Sen. Brian Taniguchi
Subject: closure of our kids' school

Dear Sen. Taniguchi,

| am a constituent in your district. | am deeply concerned about the closure of school
for 17 days, and the impact it will have on our children. Please convene a Special
Session of the Legislature to address this issue and find an alternative solution.
Mahalo.

Nevzat Soguk,



From: Dagny Looper [mailigusiesseouuiuuimusre
Sent: Wednesday, October 28, 2009 10:58 AM

To: Sen. Brian Taniguchi

Subject: please say no to "Furlough Friday"

Dear Senator Taniguchi,

I'm one of your constituents. I'm writing to ask that you please stand against "Furlough Friday"
and keep our children in schools.

Sincerely,
Dagny Looper



From: lukas sheild [mailto; sk
Sent: Wednesday, October 28, 2009 11:33 AM

To: Sen. Brian Taniguchi
Subject: furlough fridays

Dear Senator Taniguchi,

Hawai'i legislators are cashing in on our children's future too early hoping to save a quick dollar.
Why not think more about the future of our State, children and lifestyle and look to alternative,
more creative solutions to this crisis?

Why in a State known for its academic ineffectiveness (almost the least effective in the nation)
would you take more educational time away from these students? Education and knowledge is
the one tool that can break down the geographic isolation that hinders so many things in Hawai'i.
There is no need to isolate us even more.

I am a soon-to-be father, business owner and activist and I am asking you to look into alternative
solutions to this crisis other than furlough fridays. Examples such as more community based
education on fridays (field trips, take a kid to work, etc), federal program dollars, and salary cuts
to top payed state employees are all possibilities. In these economic times there is a need to step
into the unknown with creativity and leadership. I hope you and the other legislators are able to
do this.

Thank you,

Lukas

Lukas Daniel Sheild
G
Researcher
Department of Civil & Environmental Engineering

University of Hawaii at Manoa
Honolulu, Hawaii 96822 USA

******************************************%



From: Marcus Daniel [mailto:

Sent: Wednesday, October 28, 2009 12:00 PM
To: Sen. Brian Taniguchi

Subject: Furlough Fridays

Dear Senator Taniguchi,

I would like you to support the calling of a special session to address the problem created by the
Governor's budget and the elimination of 17 days from the school year. This is a complete and
utter disgrace. The protest last Friday drew national and international attention to the
deplorable state of Hawaii's schools.

We now have the shortest school year in the nation (and possibly the developed world!). It's
time for the people of Hawaii to finally break the modern plantation complex that continues to
funnel our children towards service jobs and low-wage employment while nurturing a parasitic
and expanding private school system. The largest in the country.

The legislature needs to act, and act decisively and boldly. This is not a temporary crisis caused
by a budget shortfall. This is a systemic crisis created by years of underfunding and
mismanagement.

Restore the 17 days. Raise taxes if you must. Fund public schools at a level that makes those who
pay for private schools envious, and ultimately makes them squeal. And make sure that the
system of democratic public education that once existed in Hawaii is restored at all levels:
primary, secondary and higher education. UH Manoa must be saved as well from efforts to bleed
it white and turn it into a local community college that will be swallowed up by John Morton and
Linda Jonesrud, two parochial, narrow bureaucratic infighters who have no idea what a 1st class
research university looks like and don't care to find out.

I think this is a decisive moment for Hawaii. This is not just about

17 furlough days or even our public schools. It's about the future of economic opportunity and
democracy in the islands. Will we move decisively forward, and resist this effort to use the
budget crisis to restructure the entire public sector? Or will we capitulate and allow Lingle (who
is using this crisis to propel herself into national GOP politics) to betray our kids and their
future?

It's that simple.

Marcus Daniel (¢



From: Jill Haworth [ el
Sent: Wednesday, October 28, 2009 8:37 AM
To: Sen. Brian Taniguchi

Subject: RE: Furlough Fridays

Senator — My husband and | are Manoa residents. We have two children that have graduated from
Noelani and one currently in Manoa Elementary. We've seen you for years supporting Manoa's children
— | think we've seen you at every May Day celebration (rain or shine) since we moved into the Manoa
school district, not to mention the numerous Manoa Little League Baseball opening day ceremonies!!!
We've heard the story about how you attending schools in Manoa yourself... and you must be perplexed
at how we arrived with the Furlough Friday as a fix to the budget issues that have arisen in our state. To
add insult to injury, there many Manoa Elementary teachers that organized enrichment programs on
these days for a minimum charge of $25 which we were more than willing to pay. However, a week prior
to the program they were told to cancel the program or face ethic violation charges which would
jeopardize their teaching certification. | have a daughter on Maui that is in her second year of teaching in
the D.O.E. In order for her 5" graders to keep on track for meeting the DOE benchmarks, she and a
group of her fellow teachers are holding weekend workshops at no charge to parents. It seems that
Furlough Fridays are hurting our students and our teachers — this is shear madness!!

I am not sure how we can assist you in a solution for this issue. In matters involving our children’s
education, we've turned many a times to our sons’ former principal, Clayton Fujie. | encourage you to
contact him and find out how we parents in Manoa, your constituents, can assist most effectively in
implementing solutions. In the meantime, please let me know if there is anything we can do to show our
support of your leadership for our community.

Warmest aloha, always,

Jill (and Mark) Haworth

siluadinmmlinsmisimen



From: cheryl beredo [muitimssiesmist et
Sent: Wednesday, October 28, 2009 1:43 PM

To: Sen. Brian Taniguchi
Subject: Request for a Special Session of the Legislature

Senator Taniguchi:

I am a constituent in your district. I am deeply concerned about the closure of school for 17
days, and the impact it will have on our children. Please convene a Special Session of the
Legislature to address this issue and find an alternative solution.

Mahalo,

B. Cheryl Beredo

G,

Honolulu, HI



From: Stuart P Donachie [mailto: dumssa@henaainuaim
Sent: Wednesday, October 28, 2009 3:02 PM

To: Sen. Brian Taniguchi
Subject: Special Session of the Legislature

Mr. Taniguchi,

| am a constituent in your district. | am very concerned about the closure of our schools
for 17 days, and the impact it will surely have on the future academic success of
Hawai'‘i's children. | teach at the University of Hawai‘i at Manoa, and many 'local kids'
are in my classes. These children will not benefit academically from having the shortest
school year in the nation. Most of the 'local kids' that enter my class would in fact benefit
from having significantly more schooling before entering the university! | implore you

to help convene a Special Session of the Legislature to find an alternative solution to
the furloughs.

Stuart P. Donachie, PhD, MIBiol, CBiol
Associate Professor,

Department of Microbiology,

University of Hawaii,

2538 McCarthy Mall,

Honolulu,

Hawaii, 96822




From: N

Sent: Wednesday, October 28, 2009 2:40 PM
To: Sen. Brian Taniguchi

Subject: School Furloughs

Wendell Choy

Honolulu, HI 96522‘-2444

October 28, 2009

The Honorable Brian T. Taniguchi
Hawaii Senate

415 South Beretania Street
Honolulu, HI 96813

Senator Taniguchi:

Everyone needs to take a chill pill. This is a temporary measure, not a permanent institution.
The plain fact of it is, everyone is making cut backs to ride out this harsh economy.

The school furloughs are a necessary evil. Further, there are many studies that show four longer
school days can be more effective than five shorter days. Bottom line, we're doing what we need
to.

I don't think the motivation against the school furloughs is as much about the keiki, as it is
about parents who don't want to have to watch their own kids. Either way, we need to stick with
our decisions, and ride them out.

Sincerely,

Wendell Choy



From: Susan Bradford [rme# RN

Sent: Wednesday, October 28, 2009 2: 4o PM

- To: Sen. Brian Taniguchi

Subject: FW: Testimony for Special Session on Education

Dear Senator Taniguchi,

Attached is my testimony for the Special Senate Hearing on Education regarding furloughs but
perhaps more importantly the once of a lifetime opportunities for upgrading our primary and
secondary education in Hawaii using stimulus funds, and help from the Gates Foundation. A
year from now, this offer will not be on the table. The time is now. Please act!

Aloha, Susan Bradford
Kihei, HI




Dear Senator Taniguchi, Senator Espero and the Members of the Senate Special Committee,

Most would agree that the quality of primary/secondary education in Hawaii is dismal. Hawaii is
near the top of states on spending per student yet one of the lowest (42™ overall, Morgan Quintos
ranking 2006) in regards to quality of education. Now the 17 furlough days are creating the
shortest school year in the nation.

U.S. Secretary of Education, Arne Duncan, decried the furloughs in a letter to the Honolulu
Advertiser. ‘Reduction in school days is not the way to invest in education’ According to
Duncan, it’s important to increase, not decrease, learning time for students as is happening in

education globally. Otherwise our students won't be prepared for success in the global workforce.

The good news? Hawaii presently has an unprecedented opportunity to fix this problem: to
upgrade our educational system (let’s at least rank 25 in the nation for a start), better educate

our kids and prepare them for their future as well as ours, and, put our teachers back to work!

How? The Federal Stimulus Program which was designed so that states like ours could invest in
education by extending the school year and enhancing instruction. But while other states are
using these funds to expand learning opportunities, Hawaii is moving in the exact opposite
direction with furloughs. We should take advantage of these funds. Our legislators in

Washington have oferred to help.

Additionally, the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, according to the Maui News Oct 26, is
offering $250,000 apiece to help states apply for the stimulus funds as long as the states go along

with the foundations’ researched approach to improving our schools.

What are we waiting for? I encourage you, our state legislators, to take advantage of this
golden opportunity? As Duncan says: ‘The people in Hawaii must come together to create a
solution.” As legislators, please bring together the parents, the teachers, unions, and Department
of Education to fundamentally upgrade our broken system. Ask for help/funding from the US

Department of Education and the Gates Foundation and our legislators in Washington.

Let’s take advantage of this once in a lifetime opportunity to bring this level of change to Hawaii’s
schools and to prepare our kids and our country for the 21¥ century.

Thank you,

adford
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Qctober 28, 2009

Lori Fleming
@Gk
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Dear Hawaii Senators and State Representatives,

I am writing to you in strict opposition of the Friday School Furlough program.
Our children need to be put as the TOP priority, as they are an investment in the future of
our nation (and world), Education is the key to knowledge and success... without it, we
may as well be turning the clock backwards instead of forward.

I have a 2™ grader at Hanalei Elementary School. ‘We are fortunate enough to
have a great group of hard working teachers and loving parents. However, our
community is already being affected by groups of teenagers who are stealing cars,
breaking into houses, and vandalizing property, Iwonder, with all the exira time these
furloughs are affording the older kids, will they choose to be law abiding citizens or find
themselves wath too much time on their hands?

Many parents work full time jobs and rely on the public school system to offer a
safe and educational environment for their kids. These parents cannot afford to pay for
childcare, or even special Friday camps which have been frantically created. Most of
these children will be left on their own, to parent themselves, or possibly with older
siblings who may also be furloughed from school. Without guidance from proper role
models, it will be easy for these kids to find their way into drugs, alcohol, crime and
indifference.

We all know that Hawaii already does not rank among the top states for education
and brilliance. When we furlough our children and show them that education lacks
importance in our society, we are setting them up to accept mediocrity and keep their
goals low. We should be pulling money from other sources, possibly even waiting to
repair those potholes (or thinking twice before spending $44 million on a super ferry), so
that our children can benefit from the hard working teachers we have.

As far as I know, there is no other place who allows a 3 % day school week on a
regular basis. The kids already are released at 12:45 on Wednesdays, and now furloughed
on Fridays. How are we going to prepare our children for a typical 5 day work week if
they have never learned to be accountable for anything over 3 ¥ days?? In one editorial
to our newspaper, I read that “we are setting our kids up to only be the laborers, the
waiters, the maids, and the drivers for the educated rich tourists that come visit our
island’.

I know I want more for my child.

T urge you to please do whatever it takes to put education back as a priority in
Hawaii. -

. Thank you,
Lori Fleming
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Senator Will Espera
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Tracy Murakami

Kauai

:jf a public high schocl, UH-Manoa, and the William S. Richardson Law School,
bn system was an integral part of my persanal and professional development.
in public schools, school furloughs undermine a core confidence that | have in
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he public school system?
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Kapa’a Elementary School PTSA

FAX TO: (808) 586-6361

October 28, 2009

Senator Will Espero

- Hawai'i State Capitol
4158, Beretania Street
Honolulu, HI 96813 -

'Dear Senator Espero:

Testimony for Public Hearing on Furlough Friday Funding
Friday, October 30, 2009, 12; 30 p-m.
State Capit Aud num

On behalf o’f the Kapa'a Elementary School PTSA, I am writing to support a special session of
'the State Legislature to restore funding for our public schools. In spite of steady gains in test
- scores, the Kapa'a Elementary School is currently undetgoing restructuring. We have an
- .academic and financial plas to help turn-around our school that teachers, parents, and :
' administrators support. ‘We will not meet our school aoademm goals with 17 fewer educational
days this and ncxt year.

“In arecent parent survey, 89% of respondents support a Special Session. 56% of respondents are

- willing to pay additional taxes to restore school days. 29% of respondents support a tax on fast

-foods and soda, 28% support a lottcry with funds earmarked for education, 24% support the use
of the Hurricane Relief Fund, and 19% support an increase 1n the GET. -

Your advocacy on behalf of‘ our pubhc school qmdents and strong leadersh1p on this issue is truly

. appreclated
/,@M Ay M‘J

l'Miséy Hoesel Lo B Katherine Vercelli Ken Shimonishi
" President - = . - . Secretary . Treasurer .

- Sincerely,




Sen. Will Espero

From: Tsuhako, Emily S CIV NAVFAC PAC 4uemissicErERG e ryamme
Sent: Thursday, October 29, 20098 7:54 AM

To: Sen. Colleen Hanabusa; Sen. Will Espero; Sen. Brian Taniguchi
Cc: governor.lingle@hawaii.gov

Subject: Teacher Furloughs

Senators,

As a parent of two public elementary school children, I am frustrated with the teacher
furloughs. My frustration is not that the furloughs are happening, but that the furloughs
are happening on instructional days! Our State is in a fiscal nightmare and furloughs are a
reality. But by having the HSTA and DOE purposely choosing the furloughs to be on
instructional days is unconscionable. I believe the HSTA and DOE had an agenda behind
choosing the furloughs to be on instructional days...and that agenda was to have the public
go into an uproar so that the State will back down on the furloughs. After reading
yesterday's Honolulu Advertiser and seeing what options the special committee are looking
into (hurricane funds, rainy day funds, raising taxes), it would seem their tactics are
working! If these funds are tapped into, it should be only to close the budget deficit, not
reduce/eliminate the furloughs. I and many others have written to the HSTA and the DOE to
let them kn

ow how we feel about having furloughs on instructional days and am hoping they would amend
that part of the contract. I hope you Senators will help push the HSTA and DOE to do the
same.

Emily Tsuhako



Sen. Will Espero

From: Kendall Nahinu Navares |

Sent: Thursday, October 29, 2009 6:53 AM

To: governor.lingle@hawaii.gov; ltgov@hawaii.gov;, BOE_Hawaii@notes.k12.hi.us;
mayor@honolulu.gov; Sen. Will Espero

Cc: letters@honoluluadvertiser.com; oreilly@foxnews.com; glennbeck@foxnews.com;
citydesk@starbulletin.com

Subject: Budget Cuts from Education? You can't be serious?

Categories: Print Big Island

It is absolutely absurd that any form of budget cuts would come from Education. First it's ridiculous that
Education would be considered for budget cuts and what is even more disturbing is that you will allow this to
happen.

If there is one thing that we can control, we can control the education of our children by giving them the
absolute best. Now I know "absolute best" can vary in definition, but furloughing/laying off people who
directly affect the future of our children is nowhere near the words "absolute best."

I am upset with the leadership of Hawaii, from the top, to include the governor, to the bottom, and everyone in
between, for soliciting short-term fixes that have endless consequences. I refuse to stress the importance of
Education to people in office. Gov. Lingle, especially if you plan for "70 percent of Hawai'i's energy [to] come
from clean sources by 2030" (straight from your website) will education play a vital role in that initiative. By
2030 all students from K-12 will be of age to accomplish that task... but chances are significantly lower if you
cut budgets from Education. If you don't know how invaluable Education is now, I don't ever expect you to
understand and you should not be in a position to affect it.

Now I am not one to point out a problem and not propose a solution; I would start with the salary of the
University of Hawaii Football coach (you can google it if you don't know what it is). If that means we keep just
one teacher teaching... so be it! It is amazing how we let sports and money suppress Education and other

issues but that is another subject.

I honestly hope that other resolutions are found.

Kendall Navares



Sen. Will Espero

From: Wendy Rosen [ D ey
Sent: Thursday, October 29, 2009 6 39 AM
To: Sen. Will Espero

Subject: Oct 30 Hearing testimony

Categories: Print Big Island

I am a parent of two elementary school children and find the Friday Furloughs very short
sighted. I have no doubt that the students currently excelling in school will weather the
storm of furloughs and will succeed. But those students are a small minority of the
classrooms. However, all the other kids that are barely meeting proficiency or are truly
struggling will be adversely effected by the reduce hours in the classroom. The children of
Hawaii are our future and to reduce their education hours potentially risks the success of
Hawaii's economy for years to come. Please do everything you can to get our children back in
school.

Wendy Rosen
Kailua, Hi



Sen. Will Espero

From: Vernadette V Gonzalez jr@tawarreaam
Sent: Thursday, October 29, 2009 6 21 AM

To: Sen. Will Espero

Subject: testimony for education special session

As an educator at UH, I am taking the time early this morning to urge you to hold a special session to return and
expand funding for Hawaii's public schools. I heard on the radio yesterday that Linda Lingle was headed to
China for a two-week visit to promote tourism: because she felt that as a state, we needed to be proactive in
light of the dire economic picture. Her words fall flat on an educational landscape that is about to become a big
disaster for Hawaii. If indeed we are to invest in our state in times of crisis, what better resource to prioritize
than our people? Tourism will take care of itself. Further investment of time and energy on diversifying our
economy through education, from K-20, is crucial to the long-term economic health of Hawaii. Students from
Hawaii are hungry to learn, and we must give them the kind of quality resources that let them do this in the best
ways. Cutting funding for education, and indeed, swindling our children of stimulus funds money as Lingle has
done, puts all of you and us, in a bad light, and robs our children of their futures. What kind of governor
governs this way, and what kind of legislature allows this to happen? I urge to you put Hawaii and our keiki,
first, rather than balancing the budget on their backs. Find the money: it is there. Use the hurricane funds for
now if you must, but raise it through an excise tax: people whose children are in public schools are already
paying a special tax because privatization of the school system forces them to find care on Fridays. This
"burden" should be shared by all of Hawaii, because all of Hawaii benefits from an educated labor force.

Vernadette Gonzalez

Assistant Professor
Undergraduate Chair
American Studies Department
University of Hawaii at Manoa



Sen. Will Espero

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Committee persons:

Hugh Jones and Kate Lloyd [jsmsanes
Thursday, October 29, 2009 6:00 AM

Sen. Will Espero

Written Testimony for Hearing on October 30, 2009 at 12:30 pm

I am deeply concerned about the closure of school for 17 days, and the impact it will have on our children.

Hawaii already ranks last in the nation in the number of instructional days--this is shameful and the furloughs
only make the situation worse.

Please convene a Special Session of the Legislature to address this issue and find an alternative solution. There
has got to be a better way to close the DOE's budget shortfall than making the children victims

Mahalo.

Hugh Jones
) t
Kailua HI 96734



To:  The Honorable Brian Taniguchi, Chair
The Honorable Will Espero, Vice Chair
Special Senate Committee to Consider Approaches to Teacher Furloughs

From; Carolyn Y. Santo
Kailua, Hawaii

Date: October 29, 2009

Re: Testimony regarding alternatives to closing schools for teacher furloughs

My suggestions:

Stagger the furlough schedule so that the classrooms remain open.

Schedule all non-classroom days as furlough days.

Recruit volunteer teachers’ aides from the community

Look into alternative curriculum like videos, movies, and guest lecturers from the
community to lessen the burden of increased student:teacher ratios due to staggered
furlough days.

Cut non-essential items from the DOE budget and force accountability for expenses
At a minimum change the furlough schedule by adding days to already scheduled
vacations for parent convenience.

hwN=

oo

Even though my son is not in public school, [ am outraged that the public school students in
Hawaii are being locked out of their classrooms for 17 days because the teachers are not
happy. How can the teachers respond to a financial crisis by cutting the classroom teaching
hours? This is the essential function of the public schools.

Why are the truly dedicated teachers who have expressed an interest in volunteering to teach
without pay for one day a week being prohibited from following their consciences and taking
care of their students? The union leadership and the government officials who negotiated the
furlough Fridays should be held equally accountable for coming up with a solution that puts such
a heavy burden on the students and their families.

It seems like a lot of people are arguing (rightfully) about the long term impact on a child's
education and achievement, but the more immediate concerns should focus on simple safety.

Many people with children in public schools cannot afford to take off work to supervise their
children or to hire quality child care providers on furlough days. The potential harm of leaving
children unsupervised or improperly supervised should be the biggest concern. Not only are
they at risk for accidental injury, but they are also more vulnerable to people who prey on young
victims.

Why can’t a plan be devised that at least keeps the classrooms open in order to ensure basic
supervision and safety for school-aged children?

Why don't the schools adopt a staggered furlough schedule and keep the schools open? Yes,
they will have to increase the student:teacher ratio under this plan, but this is better than
sending children home to fend for themselves. Even if the quality of education and/or
curriculum is reduced, children would be supervised by people who are already qualified and



Testimony for Special Senate Committee to Consider Approaches to Teacher Furloughs
October 29, 2009
Page 2

screened to work with children as opposed to aging grandparents; unskilled, unemployed
opportunists, or other, barely-older children.

Instead of the normal curriculum they could do things like show educational videos (Blll Nye the
Science Guy, National Geographic, Popular Mechanics for Kids, Signing Times, historical
biographies, even Sesame Street or other PBS programming!) They could ask volunteer guest
speakers to come in and share information about their profession, job, or hobby. They could
spend more time outside doing physical activity.

In short, there are enough smart people in the system to devise a solution which wouldn't entail
shutting classrooms. Unfortunately, this out of control power struggle has put Hawaii's children
in the middle as pawns.

Thank you for your consideration.



Sen. Will Espero

From: i

Sent: Wednesday, October 28, 2009 11.00 PM
To: Sen. Will Espero; Sen. Brian Taniguchi
Subject: Using the current crisis to improve education
Categories: Print Big Island

Dear Senator Taniguchi, Senator Espero and the Members of the Senate Special Committee,

- Hawai'i is near the top of states on spending per student
- Hawai'i is one of the lowest in quality of education. (42nd overall, Morgan Quintos ranking 2006)
- The 17 furlough days are creating the shortest school year in the nation.

- According to U.S. Secretary of Education, Arne Duncan, it’s important to increase, not decrease, learning time
for students as is happening in education globally. Otherwise our students won't be prepared for success in the
global workforce.

Hawaii presently has an unprecedented opportunity to fix this problem: to upgrade our educational system.
Better educate our kids and prepare them for their future as well as ours, and, put our teachers back to work!

How? The Federal Stimulus Program which was designed so that states like ours could invest in education by
extending the school year and enhancing instruction. But while other states are using these funds to expand
learning opportunities, Hawaii is moving in the exact opposite direction with furloughs. We should take
advantage of these funds. Our legislators in Washington have oferred to help.

Additionally, the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, according to the Maui News Oct 26, is offering $250,000
apiece to help states apply for the stimulus funds as long as the states go along with the foundations’ researched
approach to improving our schools.

What are we waiting for? I encourage you, our state legislators, to take advantage of this golden opportunity?
As Duncan says: ‘The people in Hawaii must come together to create a solution.” As legislators, please bring
together the parents, the teachers, unions, and Department of Education to fundamentally upgrade our broken
system. Ask for help/funding from the US Department of Education and the Gates Foundation and our
legislators in Washington.

Let’s take advantage of this once in a lifetime opportunity to bring this level of change to Hawaii’s schools and
to prepare our kids and our country for the 21st century.

Thank you,

Stuart Karlan



Sen. Will Espero

From: Lori Shimoda i -
Sent: Wednesday, October 28, 2009 10:36 PM
To: Sen. Will Espero

Subject: OCTOBER 30TH HEARING TESTIMONY

Dear Senator Espero

I am a parent of two elementary school children. I am very disappointed in our leaders shortsighted decision to
balance our state budget on the backs of school children.

Our children deserve quality education.

Raising taxes and raiding special funds is not the solution to our systemic problem. We need an overhaul in
how State business is conducted in Hawaii. Every program should be evaluated for its necessity and efficiency.
Cut back, eliminate, restore what is essential!

You also need to understand that at the school level, parents are powerless. Parents make up the minority on the
SCC, with the administration, teachers and staff all banning together. This is why we NEED you to protect the
interest of our children and to serve them well.

Get our children back in school. Please put an end to the school furloughs. It is simply WRONG!

Sincerely,
Lori Shimoda



Sen. Will Espero

From: R

Sent: Wednesday, October 28, 2009 10:18 PM

To: Sen. Wili Espero

Subject: SPECIAL SENATE COMMITTEE TO CONSIDER APPROACHES TO TEACHER
FURLOUGHS

Attachments: Letter to Parents requesting volunteers and ideas.wps

Proposal for Keeping Hawaii Schools Open on Furlough Fridays

October 17, 2009

The furloughing of teachers on 17 instructional days per year makes things hard on the teachers, the parents and the
students. Teachers lose income and face a reduced ability to help their students. The parents, many of whom have
already paid the taxes for the schools, are now faced with finding or paying for additional instruction for their children while
many do not have the time nor the money to do so. The students lose 17 instructional days a year and may be less
prepared for the future as a result.

With the economy declining, government programs are being cut. There is plenty of extra bureaucracy in the Department
of Education (DoE) that need to be cut before the classroom teachers ever have to furlough.

It's time for the parents and the community to step up and address this problem. Here's how we can keep our classrooms
open on furlough Fridays.

Plan: Staff the classrooms with screened community and parent volunteers supervised by a small number of retired or
current teachers:

1. State volunteers are already commonplace in State programs. The State of Hawaii already frequently uses community
volunteers in many State programs, including the schools. The legal mechanism and procedures for screening and
accepting community volunteers for the schools are already established.

2. Supervision means no extra insurance needed. Volunteers can be supervised by a small number of retired or current
teachers and/or administrators who know the schools. This will allow existing DoE insurance plans to cover the operation.
3. No extra ‘rent’ needed, the schools are public property. There is no need for the parents and community volunteers to
“pay rent” to the DoE for volunteering to keep the schools open. The schools are public property and are already paid for
by and belong to the parents and the community.

This plan can work right now. We have volunteer nonprofit community organizations who are ready to help coordinate this
plan.

The idea is not to replace the teachers, they are valuable to us and we want them back.

We would like to run an educationally based program consisting of the extracurricular activities that the teachers no longer
have time to teach. For example: P.E., ART, MUSIC,Career Days, etc.

The idea would be to have the students stay on campus, within their usual routine and instead of going off campus for
field trips, bring the field trips to them. Have the Nature Center, the Whale Foundation, the MACC, MAPA, Sugar Museum,
AYSO, Little League, Firefighters, Doctors, Nurses, etc. come to the school on those Furlough Fridays. The children are
exposed to more of the extracurricular activities and experiences and the teachers have more time to teach Monday -
Thursday.

While the children are in their usual routine the rest of us adults can figure out what to do with the budget.

Please contact me for information on how you can help volunteer your time, services or contacts in the community to
make this happen for our children.

Bridget Bunting

Kihei PTA President

Kihei, Maui

Kiheipta@aol.com or 808-276-4116



Sen. Will Espero

From: Melanie Bailey

Sent: Thursday, October 29, 2009 2:25 PM
To: Sen. Will Espero

Subject: Fw: October 30th Hearing on Education
Attachments: October 30th Hearing.doc

--- On Wed, 10/28/09, Melanie Bailey < S~ /1 otc:
From: Melanie Bailey il >

Subject: October 30th Hearing on Education
To: senespero@capitol.hawaii.gov
Date: Wednesday, October 28, 2009, 9:19 PM

Disregard prior draft email! Please submit the attached file as testimony.
Thank you,
Melanie



October 28, 2009
Aloha,

This weekend I asked my son about his Social Studies homework and he said they were not
studying Social Studies anymore because of the Furlough Fridays. Hopefully he will study
Ancient Civilizations in College.

This has been his schedule for the month of October:

R1 School 7:55-2:05

F2 School 7:55-2:05

M5  No School-fall break

T6 No School-fall break

W7  No School-fall break

R8  No School-fall break

F9 No School-fall break

M12 No School-paid holiday

T13  No School-teachers professional development

W14 School 7:55-12:30 early release-teacher collaboration
R15 School 7:55-2:05

F16 School 7:55-2:05

M19 School 7:55-2:05

T20  School 7:55-2:05

W21 School 7:55-12:30 early release-teacher collaboration
R22  School 7:55-12:30 early release-teacher conferences
F23  No School-Furlough Friday

M26 School 7:55-12:30 early release-teacher conferences
T27  School 7:55-12:30 early release-teacher conferences
W28 School 7:55-12:30 early release-teacher collaboration
R29  School 7:55-12:30 early release-teacher conferences
F30  No School-Furlough Friday

During the full school days (6 hours and 10 minutes) students have two recesses and lunch.
During the early release days (4 hours and 35 minutes) they also have two recesses and lunch.

How much education can be happening during these six full days and seven early release days?
We had a serious problem BEFORE furlough days were considered. What kind of problems are
we setting ourselves up for?

I wish this month was an anomaly. But, November has three days of holidays and two furlough
days, December: five holidays and two furlough days, etc...

I strongly support a special session to find a solution to furlough days for public school
students and I hope that you will too. I feel it is vital that all parties come together and
resolve this situation. Compromising our children's education is not an option. Education
days should not be on the bargaining table.

Very concerned parent,
Melanie Bailey
RN
Kailua, HI 96734

F



Sen. Will Espero

From: Melanie Bailey [

Sent: Wednesday, October 28, 2009 8:34 PM
To: Sen. Will Espero

Subject: OCTOBER 30TH HEARING TESTIMONY

Dear whoever,

I don't like furloughs because I need to learn and learning helps the envirment. If someone in the future said
aaa do you like to play the trumpet? I'll be like, what? Then work would get awfully confusing. Plus, what do
I do on Friday? What? Play video games all day?

From: Someone who hates Furloughs Joshua Bailey

Mom's note: Josh is in 6th grade at Aikahi Elementary School. He reads at an 8th grade level but writes at a
3rd grade level. He needs to be at school, not Tutu's. Thank you for making education a priority. Instructional
days should not be on the bargaining table.

Bailey Family citgl i S



Sen. Will Espero

From: South Pacific Kayaks & Outfitters Maui {usssa@eseiuEmemneTme

Sent: Wednesday, October 28, 2009 8:57 PM
To: Sen. Will Espero
Subject: FW: Teacher Furloughs

From: South Pacific Kayaks & Outfitters Maui [
Sent: Wednesday, October 28, 2009 7:36 PM
To: 'senespero@capitol.hawaii.gov.'

Subject: Teacher Furloughs

Aloha,

We have two kids in elementary school in Kihei, Maui. The recent cuts in instruction time to the children is an outcome
of the budget shortfall that should not have happened. Schools are no place for politics or unions. Let the children
continue to receive the teaching days / instruction time as usual. 1t’s bad enough that Hawaii ranks so poorly in the
ranks compared to the other states and spends so much but now our “managers” are taking from the kids and passing it
up to the rank and file. Bad decision.

As a resident of the state, it sickens me to see the total disregard to the kids and their future. Kids deserve much more
than having to pay for their parents generations mistakes, etc. Cut the things that can be made up for later — kids
learning and eagerness to learn cannot be recaptured. As a parent, it simply makes me want to move........what's next?

Politicians need to get a grasp of the reality of what’s happening and how upset the communities are. There is a direct
correlation between education and the quality of life. It’s a slippery slope and if not corrected soon, will take a long time

to make up.

Roger Simonot



Sen. Will Espero

From: Traci Villarosa i

Sent: Wednesday, October 28, 2009 8:45 PM
To: Sen. Will Espero

Subject: Teacher Furloughs

Testimony for Friday October 30 at the State Capitol Auditorium at 12:30pm.

I strongly urge the State to restore all 17 furlough days back into the school calendar, even if this
means extending the school calendar.

I support a GET increase to address the State's budget deficit. Hawaii's 4% GET is one of the lowest in the
nation and hasn't been increased in years.

Traci Fujita Villarosa
mother of 2 girls, ages 9 and 2



Written Testimony to the

SPECIAL SENATE COMMITTEE TO CONSIDER APPROACHES TO TEACHER FURLOUGHS
Senator Brian Taniguchi, Chair
Senator Will Espero, Vice Chair
NOTICE OF MEETING
DATE:  Friday, October 30, 2009
TIME: 12:30 p.m.
PLACE: Auditorium
State Capitol
415 South Beretania Street

Creative solutions to this Furlough problem are plentiful. This list should be combined with
many other options to create multi faceted solution to improving the education system during this
fiscal crisis. I will try not to reproduce the most common and obvious solutions.

1.

10.

Change the DOE Management and Board of Education into non-paid volunteer positions.
Similar to how all credit union Board of Directors is established. It not only saves money but
also creates no conflicts of interest since only those who truly care about the education of our
children would volunteer.

Rotate Teachers furlough days off and obviously switch instructional days into furlough days.

Hire more qualified substitutes to fill for furloughed teachers. They already fill in for teachers
currently and are paid substantially less yet do the same work. To offset the substitutes costs
have union teachers furloughed more often. Follow Patricia Hamamoto’s prediction to layoff
teachers if lawsuits ban furlough days. Then fill their positions with current substitutes and
qualified student teachers.

Have more Prep rallies and large all school events since they requires less teacher supervision
as current procedures allow for less teachers to be at attendance during these events. Less
teachers need at school those day or many can half days off.

Bring in more non-profit Community Organizations to conduct large group learning and
education on various approved topics.

Have more Field Trips with Parental help, PTA assistance, business support and community
volunteers.

On Furlough Fridays days have older aged classes prepare lessons, stories or book readings
and other performing arts multimedia presentations to the younger classes to learn from the
older students during the day. With volunteer help the mixed aged learning decreases the
need for half the teachers on those days

Multimedia Distance Learning opportunities allow teaching by television similar to Obama
speech to all students which requires little teacher involvement.

Any furlough days that do close the schools should be at the end or beginning of the
semesters to causes least disruption.

Create bills to introduce legal changes to current laws to allow more non-union teachers to
work if Union workers vote to strike or be furloughed. Allow the voters to decide such
crucial issues not union bosses with no accountability.



Written Testimony to the

SPECIAL SENATE COMMITTEE TO CONSIDER APPROACHES TO TEACHER FURLOUGHS
Senator Brian Taniguchi, Chair
Senator Will Espero, Vice Chair
NOTICE OF MEETING
DATE:  Friday, October 30, 2009
TIME: 12:30 p.m.
PLACE: Auditorium
State Capitol
415 South Beretania Street

Creative solutions to this Furlough problem are plentiful. This list should be combined with
many other options to create multi faceted solution to improving the education system during this
fiscal crisis. I will try not to reproduce the most common and obvious solutions.

L.

10.

Change the DOE Management and Board of Education into non-paid volunteer positions.
Similar to how all credit union Board of Directors is established. It not only saves money but
also creates no conflicts of interest since only those who truly care about the education of our
children would volunteer.

Rotate Teachers furlough days off and obviously switch instructional days into furlough days.

Hire more qualified substitutes to fill for furloughed teachers. They already fill in for teachers
currently and are paid substantially less yet do the same work. To offset the substitutes costs
have union teachers furloughed more often. Follow Patricia Hamamoto’s prediction to layoff
teachers if lawsuits ban furlough days. Then fill their positions with current substitutes and
qualified student teachers.

Have more Prep rallies and large all school events since they requires less teacher supervision
as current procedures allow for less teachers to be at attendance during these events. Less
teachers need at school those day or many can half days off.

Bring in more non-profit Community Organizations to conduct large group learning and
education on various approved topics.

Have more Field Trips with Parental help, PTA assistance, business support and community
volunteers.

On Furlough Fridays days have older aged classes prepare lessons, stories or book readings
and other performing arts multimedia presentations to the younger classes to learn from the
older students during the day. With volunteer help the mixed aged learning decreases the
need for half the teachers on those days

Multimedia Distance Learning opportunities allow teaching by television similar to Obama
speech to all students which requires little teacher involvement.

Any furlough days that do close the schools should be at the end or beginning of the
semesters to causes least disruption.

Create bills to introduce legal changes to current laws to allow more non-union teachers to
work if Union workers vote to strike or be furloughed. Allow the voters to decide such
crucial issues not union bosses with no accountability.



From: hbruland @hawaii.rr.com [reestes oy

Sent: Wednesday, October 28, 2009 11:42 PM
To: Sen. Brian Taniguchi
Subject: Standing Up for Public Education

Aloha Senator Brian Taniguchi,

I am a constituent in your district. I am deeply concerned about the closure of school for 17 days
and the impact it will have on our children. Please convene a Special Session of the Legislature
to address this issue and find an alternative solution.

Mabhalo,
Holly Bruland
Manoa Resident



From: Meg McGowan [ namitierss SR
Sent: Wednesday, October 28 2009 9: 35 PM

To: Sen. Brian Taniguchi

Subject: Furlough Fridays

Dear Mr. Taniguchi:

I strongly urge you and your colleagues in the legislature to take immediate action to remedy the
loss of instruction days in the public schools. The legislature faced difficult choices in dealing
with the loss of state revenues, but I think this was the wrong choice.

Thank you.

Meg McGowan

AR,

Honolulu



From: Tsuhako, Emily S CIV NAVFAC PAC [weaikigitinilscaskaatrniiii

Sent: Thursday, October 29, 2009 7:54 AM

To: Sen. Colleen Hanabusa; Sen. Will Espero; Sen. Brian Taniguchi
Cc: governor.lingle@hawaii.gov

Subject: Teacher Furloughs

Senators,

As a parent of two public elementary school children, I am frustrated with the teacher furloughs.
My frustration is not that the furloughs are happening, but that the furloughs are happening on
instructional days! Our State is in a fiscal nightmare and furloughs are a reality. But by having
the HSTA and DOE purposely choosing the furloughs to be on instructional days is
unconscionable. I believe the HSTA and DOE had an agenda behind choosing the furloughs to
be on instructional days...and that agenda was to have the public go into an uproar so that the
State will back down on the furloughs. After reading yesterday's Honolulu Advertiser and seeing
what options the special committee are looking into (hurricane funds, rainy day funds, raising
taxes), it would seem their tactics are working! If these funds are tapped into, it should be only
to close the budget deficit, not reduce/eliminate the furloughs. I and many others have written
to the HSTA and the DOE to let them kn

ow how we feel about having furloughs on instructional days and am hoping they would amend
that part of the contract. I hope you Senators will help push the HSTA and DOE to do the same.

Emily Tsuhako



————— Original Message-----

From: Taylor Rock [ R R o |
Sent: Wednesday, October 28 2009 11 16 PM

To: rocktaylor@gmail.com

Subject: please do not close schools

I am a constituent in your district. I am deeply concerned about the
closure of school for 17 days, and the impact it will have on our
children. Please convene a Special Session of the Legislature to
address this issue and find an alternative solution. Mahalo.

I am a constituent in your district. I am deeply concerned about the
closure of school for 17 days, and the impact it will have on our
children. Please convene a Special Session of the Legislature to
address this issue and find an alternative solution. Mahalo.



From: Nadine Tenn Salle [ ragiikiamas

Sent: Wednesday, October 28, 2009 10:26 PM
To: Sen. Brian Taniguchi

Subject: Furlough Fridays

Dear Sir:
I will not belabor the point that Furlough Fridays are on the minds of all parents with children
in public schools. There are many reasons why such a decision has been voted into action. Please

be aware that parents are watching to see how our elected officials handle this plight.

I believe this is truly a moment when community ethics and values (children for example) has
to be shielded from politics. Our leader will hopefully rise to this occas10n . and the rest will be
voted out.

Nadine Tenn Salle



From: Jennifer Chandler [smamiasrrein o

Sent: Wednesday, October 28, 2009 9: 36 PM

To: Sen. Brian Taniguchi

Cc: Jennifer Chandler

Subject: Special Session to address furloughs

Dear Senator Taniguchi,

| am a constituent in your district. | am deeply concerned about the closure of
school for 17 days, and the impact it will have on our children. Please convene a
Special Session of the Legislature to address this issue and find an alternative
solution. Mahalo.

Dr. Jennifer Chandler

SecasiiiN.,



From: Theodore S. Gonzalves [m

Sent: Wednesday, October 28, 2009 8:01 PM
To: Sen. Brian Taniguchi

Subject: Please convene a special session
Aloha Senator Taniguchi:

Please call a special session to end school furloughs.

Having the shortest school year in the nation will hurt the
educational future of Hawaii's children.

Sincerely,

Theodore S. Gonzalves

Honoll HI 96822



Sen. Will Espero

From: Patty May [

Sent: Wednesday, October 28, 2009 6:00 PM

To: Sen. Will Espero

Cc: Sen. Fred Hemmings

Subject: Furlough money possibility - Unclaimed Property - Florida Controller Alex Sink

Dear Senator Espero,

Saw on the news last night you are trying to get a group to approve using Hurricane Insurance money to
help with the furlough situation. How about this: The State of Hawaii (at last count year 2007) had about
$160 million in unclaimed property. As you can see from the below email from Alex Sink in the Florida
office, the State of Florida uses their unclaimed property to help supplement their education

system......... just a thought.

The State of Hawaii is NOT proactive in finding rightful owners - some of the money goes back to 1982
and the largest amount I have seen is a little over $48,000.

Thanks for listening!

Patty May
Kailua, Hawaii

Not everything that is faced can be changed. But nothing can be changed until it is
faced. James Baldwin

Anything that is of value in life only multiplies when it is given.—Deepak Chopra

Subject: RE: Unclaimed Property - Alex Sink
Date: Fri, 8 May 2009 08:56:20 -0400
From:

To: g

Patty,

Thank you for your email. Until they are claimed, unclaimed property funds are deposited into the State School
Trust Fund and used to support public schools. The original amount reported can always be claimed by the
owner. CFO Sink is aware of the unclaimed property account listed in her name and has chosen to leave the
funds for the benefit of the State School Trust fund.

Thank you.

Liz Tatum

Administrative Assistant Il

Bureau of Unclaimed Property
Department of Financial Services

200 E Gaines Street

Tallahassee, FL 32399-0358
850-413-5515

Elizabeth. Tatum@MyFloridaCFO.com




From: Patty May [m Aty
Sent: Wednesday, May 06, 2009 6:24 PM

To: Florida Unclaimed Property

Subject: Unclaimed Property - Alex Sink

Aloha,
It appears that Alex Sink may have $ - she is listed as having some property in Tampa. Please have her
check it out. It looks kinda bad for the CFO to have $ they haven't claimed.

aloha, patty
Not everything that is faced can be changed. But nothing can be changed until it is

faced. James Baldwin

Anything that is of value in life only multiplies when it is given.—Deepak Chopra

@EMAILING FOR THE GREATER GOOD
Join me



TO: Senator Willie Espero
FR: Rowena Sabangan Eddins
Enchanted Lake Elementary School parent/PTA member

RE: October 30th Hearing Testimony

Aloha, I am a parent at Enchanted Lake School Elementary and
a member of their PTA. I am respectfully submitting the following
testimony in support of convening a special session to consider
alternative options for furlough Fridays.

Although I attended parochial school, my husband is an ELES
alumnus. He and I are practicing attorneys. Many of our fellow
attorneys are, with very few exceptions, outstanding “products” of
public school who excel at their profession and are also genuinely
good people. I am particularly impressed with a very good friend of
mine who graduated from Waialua High School. She is an attorney,
one sister is a doctor and another is a biochemist. They are shining
examples of why enrollment in public schools cannot be considered
educational purgatory. I have long since felt that the alleged inherent
“superiority” of any private school to any public school in Hawaii is a
myth that should be debunked.

At any rate, I have been a fervent supporter of public school
education. My oldest child Noah started kindergarten at Pearl Harbor
Elementary in 2002. Noah genuinely thrived at PHE and experienced
memorable moments like meeting then-President George W. Bush
and the First Lady, performing a solo at a school concert, and
performing with Kama’aina Kids A+ at Aloha Stadium for the “Aloha
9/11” commemorative event. Noah also had an excellent experience
at ELES and now attends University Laboratory School.

My youngest son Roscoe is in kindergarten. We were looking
forward to Roscoe enjoying the same experiences and success at
school as his older brother. But any feelings of pride or goodwill
abruptly ended when we received the furlough calendar in Roscoe’s
take-home folder starkly highlighting the 17 days chopped off his
school year. My immediate emotions were (in no particular order)



extreme dismay, outrage, and confusion. How could something
monumental like this happen without any notice?

I am not an educational expert nor do I have the immediate
means or resources to provide you with current legitimate
percentages or statistics on how the loss of 17 days will impact Roscoe
or the 170,999 other students in the 50t State. But my uncle was a
vice-principal at Campbell High School. A couple of friends of mine
are tireless, dedicated teachers here and on the Mainland. I have been
fortunate enough to meet several tireless and dedicated public school
employees in different capacities.

As such, notwithstanding the purported “for-the-good-of-the-
State” rationale behind the furloughs, I vociferously contend that the
students of Hawaii BELONG IN SCHOOL EVERY DAY. They
must not be deprived of the multitude of learning experiences that
form an “education”, whether it is in the classroom, on the
playground, in the cafeteria, in the library, at the gym, on field trips,
or even at A+.

We are very lucky to be part of a school that has consistently
attained “adequate yearly progress” (aka “AYP”). Although I cannot
attest to the specific numbers, it’s my understanding that many other
schools have not shared in the success and are already on an
educational “high wire” with respect to achieving AYP. These
furloughs will undoubtedly derail any progress made, shortchange
any chance for continued progress, and ultimately send them back to
square one. These students, our schools, and our State should not
suffer further mortification.

In closing, it is impossible to overstate the negative impact the
furloughs will have on the students, the schools and ultimately the
State of Hawaii. Please consider immediately convening a special
session to address this disaster.



Sen. Will Espero

From: Segura, Mike [ !

Sent: Wednesday, October 28, 2009 3:46 PM
To: Sen. Will Espero

Cc: Segura, Lisa; Percy, Kitt

Subject: Teacher Furloughs

Categories: Print Big Island

Aloha,

This is in regards to the session being held Friday 10/30/09 @ 12:30 PM to address the teachers furlough situation. First
and foremost these furloughs are a disgrace to our teachers, our children and to our beautiful state of Hawaii. Shame on
us! While the White House is proposing more school time across the country we are cutting back, at a time where the
importance of family values and education has for some time now been at the forefront of discussion we are forced to turn
tail and head the other direction. This is unacceptable. | witness teachers pulling from their own funds to provide for the
students, and we all know that these fine people do not earn excessive salaries to begin with. They teach and provide
these noble gestures because of their love, passion and drive to do so. | have witnessed parents pitching in to help fill the
void form monetary donations to helping out schools physically and everything else in-between. | know this because | am
one of those many parents. Don’t get me wrong, it gives me great pride and sense of accomplishment to assist when |
can, and for that reason it sickens me to see government sit back and enforce ill advised decisions. Surely there are
other areas to make necessary cuts. | see non licensed contractors getting by without paying their fair share of taxes; |
see way too many DLNR personnel playing with very expensive water toys. These are just two examples of many
oversights that can be looked at and addressed before stealing precious time away from our FUTURE GENERATIONS
and a portion of livelihood from those who choose to develop and nourish their success at becoming positive, educated
contributors to society. Thank you very much for the opportunity to have a say.

Mike Segura
Landscape Manager
Marriott's Maui Ocean Club

MARRIOTT CONFIDENTIAL & PROPRIETARY INFORMATION:

This communication contains information from Marriott Infernational, Inc. that may be confidential. Except for personal use by the intended recipient,
or as expressly authorized by the sender, any person who receives this information is prohibited from disclosing, copying, distributing, and/or using it.
If you have received this communication in error, please immediately delete it and all copies, and promptly notify the sender. Nothing in
this communication is intended to operate as an electronic sighature under applicable law.




Sen. Will Espero

From: Gisele Hetu

Sent: Thursday, October 29, 2009 3:01 PM
To: Sen. Will Espero

Subject: The Furloughs

Categories: Print Big Island

Aloha! My name is Gisele hetu, and I am a single mother of a six-year-old boy who attends Kindergarten at

- Waikiki Elementary School. Needless to say that I am apalled at our State government officials for lacking the
wisdom of searching for better solutions to our deficit than this. I "heard about the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act" and wondered why none of these funds are being used to erase our budget problem within
the school system and also add more jobs at the same time. There are a few public schools who have done this
with great success, one of them being the city of St.Louis, MO.

I was so surprised that nobody at the first Furlough Friday demonstration at the Capitol on October 23rd
mentioned ANYTHING about this, nor have I seen anything about it in the news!

I went to Recovery.gov and saw that $50,000,000 was allocated to Hawaii from the ARRA - the American
Recovery and Reimbursement Act, but when I went to the web page (Recovery.gov), it actually said that
$122,430,000 were awarded, $12,540,000 were received, and that 250 jobs were created (Recipient
Reported)... Agency Reported Funds were much higher! Funds Announced: $1,391,130,000, Funds Available:
'$1,101,820,000 and Funds Paid Out: $338,260,000, leaving around $660,000,000. Some of this money is for
Education don't you know'7 Several private schools, like Mary Knoll have received funds from the ARRA.

representatives to go after some of this money? Please go to Ed.gov to read the article on how St Louis schools
are thriving after being awarded some of these funds, the SAME funds which are available TO US HERE IN
HAWAII!

I called Barry Fukinaga'a office as Lingle's secretary told me that he is the one in charge of receiving all calls
and mail from Joe Biden's office, and unfortunately, nobody knew what amounts were allocated to the Public
School System. I then looked up ED.gov to see what the funds are, went to the Administrators page, and
Elementary Schools has a huge list of grants available for the taking! Please get back to me to tell me what
grants are being applied for and when these funds will be allocated to the schools! If it takes a while for funds,
so be it, but it is better than doing NOTHING. Another thing, Lingle said today that the teachers can accept a
5% pay cuts to do away with the 17 days' furloughs, but they were not offered this in the first set of proposed
cuts - WHY NOT? She even said she didn't realise the children would suffer if the teachers were not in class.
This is terrible policy-making and shows how insensitive she is to Obama's strong opinion concerning the
improvement, not the destruction, of our children's education! That is why the ARRA was passed! To
eliminate this kind of catastrophic situation!

Respectully,

Gisele Catherine Hetu, mother of Kiki Jivan Mickens, 6

L

ALOHA!

Gisele Hetu




Sen. Will Espero

From: )

Sent: Thursday, October 29, 2009 2:42 PM

To: Sen. Will Espero

Subject: SPECIAL SENATE COMMITTEE TO CONSIDER APPROACHES TO TEACHER

FURLOUGHS

Senator Brian Taniguchi, Chair
Senator Will Espero, Vice Chair

NOTICE OF MEETING
DATE: Friday, October 30, 2009
TIME:12:30 p.m.

| am giving written testimony regarding the teacher furloughs. | am adamant about not taking a pay cut, or having to
work on my paid holidays. The furloughs, although inconvenient to the parents of the students, is the only fair way to

address the budget shortage.

I, as many teachers, am aleady working 10 - 12 hours a day (more when we have to take projects home on the weekend
and spend all weekend grading them), and | often give up my recess and lunch hours to help students with their
assignments. | am giving a 150% to my students. Please do not ask me to give up more than | already have. | am burnt
out to the point that | am seriously thinking of retiring from this profession after only 11 Years.

My students will not "suffer” or be adversely impacted by the 17 furlough days. Over half of them never do their
homework, so valuable class time was taken up having them do their homework in class. Well, | will no longer have to do
that since they can all catch up on their homework during the furlough fridays and class time can be used only for
teaching and not catch up work. Some of my students have told me that their parents will make them do work and even
give them extra work, if need be.

The parents who are up in arms about this need to look at how to make the best of a situation that does not make anyone
happy. Having students off every other friday will not make them less prepared nor unable to meet the standards. We
provide the tools, guidance, expectations - we teach the students, that is our job. The students need to follow up at home
to practice and reinforce what they have learned, that is their job. It is also the parent's job to make sure the student is
doing what he/she is supposed to do and provide support and assistance if needed. That is their job. The furlough
fridays will be an excellent time to do that.

Sincerely,
‘Marion lwasaki
7th grade Social Studies Teacher

P.S. | know we were asked to send this in 24 hours in advance, but being that | was teaching, | didn't have time to do this
until school ended. | still have papers to correct, lessons to plan, worksheets to make copies of....I'll be lucky if | get out of
here before it gets dark.



Sen. Will Espero

From: Thomas McCarthy

Sent: Thursday, October 29, 2009 2:44 PM
To: Sen. Will Espero

Subject: October 30th Hearing Testimony

I am a mother of two kids, and the spouse of a military member. Moving around as much as we have, we as a
family have faced many challenges. Furlough Fridays is not a challenge WE or anyone else should have to
face!!

I am all for not having any more people loosing their jobs in the tough times that we are facing, but I also feel
that our FUTURE... our CHILDREN should not be the ones to suffer!!

I know that there are ways out there that this can be fixed... It sounds like having to get to this point is
mismanagement, at the expense of our children. Raise taxes by 1% to put toward education, or,
simpler....lengthen the school day if Furlough Fridays MUST continue or better yet, restructure those teacher
work days. My daughter gets out at 1:30 half the time.. Maybe lengthening the school day will help relieve
some stress on the parents and money hardships, parents won't have to pay for after school care for as many
hours.

Ideas that look good on paper are always not the best when put into action. Put yourself in the place of the

parents and THINK of a solution that will not hurt our children. This Furlough Friday plan is for two years...
but that is two years lost on bettering our children, our future.

Jennifer McCarthy



From:

Sent: Thursday, October 29, 2009 12:26 PM

To: Sen. Norman Sakamoto; Rep. Roy Takumi; Sen. Roz Baker

Cc: Mary_Auvil/KAMALII/HIDOE@notes.k12.hi.us; Bill_Rolph/KAMALII/HIDOE@notes.k12.hi.us
Subject: Fw: Just a thought re: Jr. K

Aloha all. 1sent this to Pat Hamamoto early June as a suggestion to be put on the fable. | never saw this brought up, but
it is so obvious as the time to swing this in. Each school would reduce the number of K teachers, but attrition would easily
take care of that. Note that the 7 months of kids would move along year by year for that savings to last for 13 years. |
know it is too late at this year, but next year is just around the corner, and that is another proposed furlough year. The
parents of the late born kids would appreciate the early heads up for planning, also.

Vern Dahl

Va To Patricia Hamamoto/LILI/HIDOE
cc

06/02/09 02:45 PM Subject Just a thought re: Jr. K

Hi Pat,

While listening to our money woes yesterday, | was thinking that maybe this is the time to make the break from having the
last 5 month born "Jr, K" students coming to school this year. The last Jr. K number | saw was about 4,700 each year out
of about 12,600 total K students. Figuring about 16 students per teacher, that wouid be about 293 teachers at about
$45,000 per teacher. That would be a cost savings of around $13,000,000 this year, and another 13M next year, as
there would only be 7 months of students the next year in 1st grade, and so on.

This would compound with potential cost savings in fewer SPED students and dropouts in the future. Guaranteed
higher test scores would be an added plus.

Parents of those Jr. K type students might complain, but it would be virtually the same as other state K cut dates, and they
have to help the dire straits we are in along with the state workers.

We always seem to be short of teachers at the beginning of the year, and this would reduce the need for our usual
recruitment into a state system needing deep cuts in education, and not having yearly salary increments.

Think about it. It would work now better than ever. Aloha, Vern



Sen. Will Espero

From: IS

Sent: Thursday, October 29, 2009 3:13 PM
To: Sen. Will Espero

Subject: Furlough prevention

Ideas; Unpaid holidays or straight time holiday pay Furlough non-class days Develop a
database of voluntary substitute teachers instead of paid subs, Use retired teachers.
Eliminate landscaping maintenance for 2 years, solicit volunteer landscaping from parents.
Eliminate multiple levels of administrative mgmt Cease all travel for conferences Eliminate
all field trips Madeleine Brennan

Sent via BlackBerry from T-Mobile



Sen. Will Espero

From: Debbie Oliveira [

Sent: Thursday, October 29, 2009 2:58 PM
To: Sen. Will Espero

Subject: Teacher Furlough in the State of Hawaii

Every administrator should know that Education is to be a
priority. The decisions to cut costs in government should never
touch our children. This decision can affect us terribly years
to come as the children are our hope and future.

It’s very disappointing to see such a bad administrative choice.
This is a great nation, but with decisions like this it can
become a third world country.

Sincerely,

Deborah Oliveira, mother of a student from Makawao Elementary,
Maui.



COMMUNITY CHILDREN’S COUNCIL OF HAWAII
1177 Alakea Street - B-100 - Honolulu - HI - 96813
TEL: (808) 586-5363 - TOLL FREE: 1-800-437-8641 - FAX: (808) 586-5366

October 29, 2009

The Honorable Brian Taniguchi, Chair

Special Senate Committee on Teacher Furloughs
The Honorable Will Espero, Vice Chair

Special Senate Committee on Teacher Furloughs

Senator Taniguchi, Senator Espero, and members of the Committee

The Legislative Committee of the seventeen Community Children's Councils of Hawaii
appreciates this opportunity to provide input into the questions regarding possible options for
teacher furloughs.

We are aware of the anxiety facing many families whose children require special education and
related services. We know the Department of Education is addressing mechanisms to effectively
provide the services in their child's Individual Educational Program (IEP). The uncertainty of
exactly how this will; be provided for their child has created some anxiety and need for
reassurances. The pending decision of Judge Ezra adds additional uncertainty for their child's
education and plans for child care; yet most recognize that furloughs or layoffs will be necessary
unless additional funds can be provided.

The CCCs and others with whom we work have long advocated the use of other sources of funds
such as the "rainy day" and "hurricane" funds. We also supported an increase in the General
excise Tax dedicated for education with the understanding that the base allocation for the
Department of Education would not be lowered during positive tax years and has happened in
other states. We also note that if funds are provided for teacher salaries on furlough days; school
expenses need to be added into the funds.

We recognize that the State is facing extremely tight fiscal constraints at this time. However,
cutting additional educational staff rather the furloughs will have a negative impact on student

learning. Education for all our students should be a high priority. We wish you well in your
present endeavors.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide input into this special process.
Sincerely

Tom Smith, Co-Chair
CCC Legislative Committee

Jessica Wong-Sumida, Co-Chair
CCC Legislative Committee



From: Karla Wardell [mailto: sissmselGonaicacni
Sent: Thursday, October 29, 2009 3:37 PM

To: Sen. Will Espero

Subject: Oct 30 hearing testimony

Please know that furloughs are not the answer. The DOE need to have an outside source look at
their finances. Where does all the money go? As tax payers we have the right to know. The
lack of value placed on education here is causing our family of 4 children to consider moving off
the island. I know of other families who have said the same.

When you are not willing to invest in the future-you will not have a good one. The keiki are our
future. To use them as pawns to get more money is an insult to them, the teachers who serve
them, and to all who pay taxes to support their education. If Hawaii will not do what is right, I
know many parents who love their children enough that will move away from this beautiful state
so their children may have a beautiful future.

Karla Wardell
Manoa Valley



Sen. Will Espero

From: Gaylord, Carol A H [Summism@henurmms
Sent: Thursday, October 29, 2009 4 04 PM

To: Sen. Will Espero

Subject: October 30th hearing testimony

Senator Espero:

| am a mother of 2 beautiful girls living in Kailua. My 1% grader, Lina, goes to Lanikai Public Charter School and
my 3 % year old, Noe, will go there when she is ready for Kindergarten. Our principal has somehow managed to deal with
the deep cuts to our school’s budget (further widening the gap between what is spent on my child and any other child
within the non-charter public school system) without teacher furloughs. My child has less than half the $$ dedicated to her
education than the children attending Kailua, Aikahi, Kainalu or any other elementary school in my area. Yet our school
test scores are consistantly higher and our reputation as a school who is dedicated to our children is becoming
legendary. The waitlist from out of district families to be considered for an exemption each year is always long. How can
our government and the DOE honestly say that they don’t have the $$ to provide our children with a decent education
when Lina is receiving a top notch education for half price? Where is the passion and commitment to all our keiki?

Mahalo for your time. Please read my testimony at the Senate hearing tomorrow.

Carol Gaylord



Sen. Will Espero

From: Stephen and Amber JeMen [guifi S ETRERIN——= |
Sent: Thursday, October 29, 2009 3:50 PM

To: Sen. Will Espero

Subject: OCTOBER 30TH HEARING TESTIMONY

This was taken from a CNN news article -

President Barack Obama said Tuesday that American children should go to school longer — either stay later in the day or
into the summer — if they're going to have any chance of competing for jobs and paychecks against foreign kids.

"We can no longer afford an academic calendar designed when America was a nation of farmers who needed their
children at home plowing the land at the end of each day,” Obama said, adding U.S. education to his already crowded list
of top priorities.

"That calendar may have once made sense, but today, it puts us at a competitive disadvantage. Our children spend over
a month less in school than children in South Korea. That is no way fo prepare them for a 21st century economy.”

He urged administrators to "rethink the school day" to add more class time.

His proposal for added school hours was part of a broader effort to improve U.S. schools that he said are falling behind
foreign competitors.

The same week this article came out, Hawaii schools sent home letters stating they would begin a 4-
day school week, because of budget cuts they can't afford to pay their teachers - thus teachers will
be required to take 17 days furlough. | am all for my children getting the best education possible - if
we can't afford to pay our teachers now, how are we going to pay for extended hours? Maybe the
government should focus on coming up with enough money to get our kids back into school 5 days a
week! Enough money has gone to corrupt companies and [ am sick of them being bailed out! Let's
educate our children! We always hear, "our children are the future." If our children do not receive a
decent education, then the future looks bleak!

Get our kids back in school!

Amber Jensen
Aikahi Elementary Parent



From: George Warnock [ rem

Sent: Thursday, October 29, 2009 11:33 AM

To: Rep. Isaac W. Choy; Sen. Brian Taniguchi; governor.lingle@hawaii.gov
Subject:

I am a constituent in your district. I am deeply concerned about the closure of school for 17
days, and the impact it will have on our children. Please convene a Special Session of the
Legislature to address this issue and find an alternative solution. Mahalo.




————— Original Message-----

From: Shannon Bennett [ nihinnangnsmiuining
Sent: Thursday, October 29, 2009 12:02 PM

To: Sen. Brian Taniguchi

Subject: Please convene a Special Legislative Session

Dear Mr. Taniguchi,

I am a constituent in your district. I am deeply concerned about the
closure of HI public schools for 17 days, and the impact it will have
on our children. Please convene a Special Session of the Legislature
to address this issue and find an alternative solution.

Mabhalo,

Shannon N. Bennett, PhD.

Assistant Professor,

Asia-Pacific Institute of Tropical Medicine and Infectious Diseases
Department of Tropical Medicine, Medical Microbiology and Pharmacology
John A. Burns School of Medicine

651 Ilalo Street, BSB 3rd Floor

Honolulu, HI 96813

Phone: (808) 692-1603

Fax: (808) 692-1979

sbennett@hawaii.edu



Sen. Will Espero

From: Allison Mikuni [wil

Sent: Thursday, October 29, 2009 4:13 PM

To: Sen. Will Espero

Subject: Repeal Furlough Fridays! Please restore lost classroom time!

Dear Senator Espero,

I'm a parent of two children at Kahala Elementary School, I live in Palolo Valley and I use a post office box in
Moiliilli.

I'm writing to you to express my viewpoint that furlough fridays should be repealed and make a plea to restore
lost classroom time. This is a devastating blow to education of our State's children and I am concerned that
there will be significant social costs and long-term implications.

I recommend all parties [Legislature, Governor, HSTA, DOE, BOE] come together and make concessions to
correct this situation. If everyone could give a little bit here and there, we could find a solution to restore lost
classroom time.

Mabhalo,
Allison Mikuni
L]



Sen. Will Espero

From: Judith Michaels [f

Sent: Thursday, October 29, 2009 4:08 PM

To: Sen. Will Espero

Subject: Special Senate Committee To Consider Approaches to Teacher Furloughs

SPECIAL SENATE COMMITTEE TO CONSIDER APPROACHES TO TEACHER FURLOUGHS
Senator Brian Taniguchi, Chair and Senator Will Espero, Vice chair

Friday, October 30, 2009
12:30 p.m.
PLACE: State Capitol: 415 South Beretania Street

Dear Senator Taniguchi, Senator Espero and the Members of the Senate Special Committee,

We are all aware the quality of primary/secondary education in Hawaii is already considered dismal. Hawaii is near the
top of states on spending per student yet one of the lowest (42™ overall, Morgan Quintos ranking 2006) in regards to
quality of education. With the 17 furlough days Hawaii now has the shortest school year in the nation.

Last week, the U.S. Secretary of Education, Arne Duncan, questioned the wisdom of the furlough days in a letter to the
Honolulu Advertiser. She wrote “Reduction in school days is not the way to invest in education”. According to Duncan,
it’s important to increase, not decrease, learning time for students as is happening in education globally. Otherwise our

students won't be prepared for success in the global workforce.

The U. S. Secretary of Educations, and many others, have confirmed that the Federal Stimulus Program, which was
designed so that states like ours, could invest in education by extending the school year and enhancing instruction, has
additional funds available if only we would apply for them. While other states are using these funds to expand learning
opportunities, Hawaii is moving in the exact opposite direction with furloughs. We should take advantage of these funds.

Our legislators in Washington have offered to help.

Additionally, the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, according to the Maui News Oct 26, is offering $250,000 apiece to
help states apply for the stimulus funds as long as the states go along with the foundations’ researched approach to

improving our schools.

I encourage you, our state legislators to take advantage of this unprecedented opportunity to upgrade our
educational system and stop the 17 furlough days this year and the 17 furlough days scheduled for the 2010-2011
school year. As Duncan says: ‘The people in Hawaii must come together to create a solution.” As legislators, please
bring together the parents, the teachers, unions, and Department of Education to fundamentally upgrade our broken

system.



Ask for additional funding from the US Department of Education and our legislators in Washington thru the
Federal Stimulus Program. Also seek the $250,000 funds available from the Gates Foundation to assist in applying

for these funds/grants.

Finally, if any Special funds such as the Hurricane Fund can be used, we should do so. This is an emergency. The
best education possible for our children should be the number one goal of our State at this time. We do not want to

create a state without a strong middle class....poor education always leads to more poverty and lower paying jobs.

We must do everything possible to invest in the best education possible for our kids and prepare them for their

future, as well as ours, and put our teachers back to work!

Thank you,

Judith Michaels

Afteinraronricinnwialingy
Kihei: HI. 96753




Sen. Will Espero

From: Sherri FujitrRintagRnsnonigg

Sent: Thursday, October 29, 2009 7:14 PM

To: Sen. Brian Taniguchi; Sen. Will Espero

Subject: SPECIAL SENATE COMMITTEE TO CONSIDER APPROACHES TO TEACHER
FURLOUGHS

Attachments: no-furlough-days-for-hawaiis-childres_102909.pdf

Categories: Print Big Island

Dear Senators Taniguchi and Espero

Please find attached a petition with 324 signatures to support a special session to end teacher furloughs. I also
submitted this as testimony to senespero@capitol.hawaii.gov

Mahalo for your help and support
Sherri Fujita

Hilo, HI 96720



Hawaii residents

We, the undersigned are concerned about the recent decision to cut school days through
the implementation of furloughs in the state of Hawaii. We realize that our state is facing a
budget crisis; however, we adamantly believe that public education is a fundamental right.
Funding must be found to maintain our schools at a basic operational standard. The 17 furlough
days will bring us below acceptable levels.

The creation of furlough days is the beginning of the privatization of public education. It is
forcing parents to pay out of pocket to supplement the inadequate provisions we are getting from
public education.

The elected officials in the state of Hawaii have chosen not to place education first. Governor
Lingle chose not to consider revenue increases earlier this year and the legislature did nothing
to protect our education system. Both the governor and the legislature chose not to call a
special legislative session to seek out alternatives.

This is an appeal to amend this wrong. We demand that the governor, the legisiature and other
elected officials of Hawaii to do their job and secure the funding necessary for our children and
young adults to have the education they need and deserve.

Name From Comments

Sherri Fujita Hilo, HI We will have to pay out of pocket expenses to supplement
our children's education.

Christine Hilo, HI | can not afford to pay out of pocket to supplement my

Quintana children's education. Balancing the budget at our children's
expense is not right. Our children are our future.

Tiffany Edwards  Kurtistown, Hl | am not in support of furlough days. There aren't enough

Hunt classroom days as-is.

Peter Altomare Pahoa, HI Department of Education? What education? Show me. |

see very little.

Instructional time is one of the very last things that should
be cut.

We need innovation in the classroom. We need more and
better libraries and other learning resources.

Above all, we need a much smaller administrative staff.
The tax revenues must go to instructional staff and
learning resources at the school and classroom level.
(continues on next page)
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10.
11.

12.

13.

14.

15.
16.
17.

18.
19.

Name
Peter Altomare

Alice Yomono

Can Atik
Glen Shigehara
Amy Tsuchiya

Cathy Arita
Jill Atwal
Rebecca Ryan

pamela luis

Charlene
Lagrimas

Jill Nagao

Steven Clements
Wendy Wai
Marsha Okajima

Gale Klinker

From
Pahoa, HI

Hilo, HI

Ankara, Turkey
Hilo, HI
Hilo, HI

Pepeekeo, HlI
Hilo, HI
Waikoloa, HI

keaau, HI

Hilo, HI

Hilo, HI

Hilo, HI
Hilo, HI
Hilo, HI

Pahoa, HI

Tana-Lee Rebhan Aiea, HI

Page 2

Comments

(continued from previous page)

There must also be a recognition that our children are
competing with the world.

The taxpayers and all citizens must demand accountability
and performance from the state of Hawaii and the DOE.

| regard every child in Hawaii as mine- they and we- all
deserve much, much better than we are getting and have
gotten from the politicians and the DOE.

Short-changing their education is sending the wrong
message to our children!

No child left behind? Governor Lingle is leaving all of our
children behind.....

The state of Hawaii is robbing my child of a proper
eductaion! Shame on the State of Hawaii for allowing
this!President Obama said our children should be spending
more time in school just to catch up with the rest of the
world. We will fall even further behin now. Shame on
Hawaii for not putting our keiki first.

Why do students who miss too many days end up in family
court with their parents because the state says they need
to be in school a certain number of days. But, the state can
say if they need to reduce the number of days a student
attends when it fits their purpose, is this legal?

Our students already have problems reaching national
standards; stealing away learning time will only exacerbate
this situation. Our students and our teachers NEED this
time to reach their goals.

Not happy with the furlough days. Hawaii is already behind
in education. Our kids need to be in school.

| get so upset when politicians say that education is their
number one priority and then let something like this
happen.

We need Hawaii's children to receive maximum education
in order for them to not become the financially
irresponsible leaders we apparently have today who got
them into this situation. Government and union leaders
must resolve this shortfall without further endangering the
(continues on next page)
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19.

20.

21.

22,
23.
24.
25.
26.

27.
28.
29.

30.

31.

32.

Name

From

Tana-Lee Rebhan Aiea, HI

P.K. Reilly

Noah Emmanuel
Luis Luis

Nancy Seifers
George Wurtz
Tom Jennings
keith arai

Brandi
Livingston-Aoki

Renee Konen
John Renauer
Sherry Shepherd

steve oliver

Mary S Pauole

Mei ling
Shorey-Wong

Hilo, HI

Honolulu, HI

Pahoa, HI
Wahiawa, HlI
Keaau, HI
hilo, HI
keaau, HI

Ewa Beach, HI
Pahoa, HI
Mountain View, HI

captain cook, Hl

Hilo, HI

keaau, HI

Page 3

Comments

(continued from previous page)

education of our youth.

Further, teacher furloughs affect more than teachers and
students. Besides the parents/guardians of the
schoolchildren, the support personnel and their families are
affected as well, including education assistants for special
ed students, cafeteria workers, and transportation services.
Perhaps | missed reports that government leaders and
education administrators were willing to take pay cuts to
accompany these furloughs?

The governor, legislature, BOE and DOE should not be
looking to cut instructional hours for students and thereby
the pay of the teachers. The cuts should be made in other
areas. Mahalo!

It's counterintuitive for students to stay home from school
just because the state doesnt have funds to pay their
teachers. The first to get pay cuts should be the Governor
Linda Lingle first, then Lt. Governor Duke Aiona before
anyone else.

Lead by example!

Pay for education now - or pay for prisons later.

We now live in a global community. It is our collective
responsibility, here in Hawai'i and everywhere, to prepare
our children to thrive in that world community. Limiting
education limits creative manifestation on multiple levels.
We need more and better education, not less.

the state of hawaii has a legal mandate and trust to provide
an education to our children. | feel a breach of that contract
and trust has occurred. | wont be surprised if the state
eventually gets sued in a class action suit and if it comes to
that i will support it in the interest of assuring our childrens
future and that of our state.

| firmly believe that Hawaii's children should not suffer from
the state financial problems. It would be so much more
simple to raise the excise tax so all came bare the burden.

| think the politicians need to go back to public school as
students and or teachers!
EDUCATION should never be cut, It's Priceless!!

Signatures 19 - 32



33.

34.

35.
36.
37.
38.
39.

40.
41.
42.
43.

44,

45.
46.
47.

Name
Mei ling
Shorey-Wong

POTOBO
RACING

Steve Klein

Drew Kapp
Randal McEndree
Robin Phoenix
Jacqueline Jara

Monica Burneit
Carol White
Kagari Fujita
Sean Naleimaile

Kimberly
Rabideau

Trina Ashcraft
Ruby Morse
Julie Taylor

From
keaau, Hi

kalaheo, HI

Herndon, VA
Volcano, HI
Hilo, HI

Santa Rosa, CA
Honolulu, HI

Keaau, HI
Ambherst, MA .
Hlo, HI

Hilo, HI

Waikoloa, HI

Waikoloa, HI
Waikoloa, Hi
Waikoloa, HI

Page 4

Comments

| think the politicians need to go back to public school as
students and or teachers!
EDUCATION should never be cut, l's Priceless!!

EDUCATION IS #1

| think it is so sad that Hawaii's children have to suffer by
having less days of learning due to deficit in the State's
budget.

These furloughs imposed on our youth doesn't necessarily
affect my situation right now, but | am extremely concerned
about the long term effects of these furloughs! Why is it
always the youth, the future of our existence be the ones
to take the blunt of our governmental problems. First its
programs that enrich our youth like music and sports, then
it now their entire educational program. That for me affect
me and my families future! We are setting precedent that
values so many other things over being responsible for
guiding our youth. Maybe we should call out the specific
people responsible for this shortfall not place the burden
on our youth. We should look at finding a solution that puts
the burden on the irresponsible individuals that let this
situation get so out of hand rather than making our
students suffer. Raise the the general excise tax...
everyone can bear the burden.... Does Lingle have
children? go figure...

By law aren't we supposed to have 180 days. When it
comes to breaking the law who is responsable not the
children but it is they who will take the punishment. Shame
on our government for making our children pay for their
crime.

We, at our local school, parents, teachers and community
members have heard the cry and ourtrage of the majority
and therefore have gegun our own petition against this
unnecessary decision. Forsight and action could have
prevented this decision in addition to changing our state
(continues on next page)
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47.

48.
49.
50.

51,

52.

53.

54.

55.
56.
57.

58.

59.

Name
Julie Taylor

victoria schneider
Tammy Shiraishi

Eric John
Cunningham

Leslie Merrell

Teresa Kaniho

Michelle Campbell

Catherine Klug

Nicola Bilger
Felicia Murray
Toscha Allison

Aimee Kaneko

Iris Jesse

From
Waikoloa, HI

waikoloa, Hl
Keaau, HI
Otaki, Japan

Honolulu, HI

Waikoloa, HI

Kailua Kona, HI

Waikoloa, HI

waikoloa, HI
Waikoloa, HlI
Waikoloa, HI

Hilo, HI

Honolulu, HI

Page 5

Comments

(continued from previous page)

law to allow a surplus. Also, a 1% increase in the state
excise tx. could have meant only a $200 per family
increase instead of an additional $500 child care expense
per family due to our State Goverment officials. We realize
that they are trying to save face in hoping not to raise taxes
and keep their constituants in tact but, have failed in many
other areas and actions not taken to put our children and
education first! Our Schools PTSA has heard the cry of our
community and are taking action accordingly.

We need to fight for our kids and countries education
Child care is a problem as it is an additional expense.

This is lunacy. The state has got to recognize its
responsibilities. Schooling for children should be at the top
of the budget. Hawaii is being used as a tourist and military
playground while ifs schools aren't even able to stay open
for a regular week. This is an outrage.

Single father of 2 teenage daughters that dont need the
idle time and teachers are already haveing a hard time
presenting the material required by the no child left behind
act at 180 days this is a travisty

Our children are our future and a future without education
is a future without hope. Are we going to replace our
schools with prisons in the future?? If you answer is NO
then we better be putting education first, and put an end to
these furlough days and if anything add an hour a day to
the already short days..

| think a strong educational foundation is important to
future success. Six less hours per week is a large impact
on a child's foundation.

It affects our family because we want our children to have
a complete education.

The solution to save state dollars is NOT to cut our
children's education. It is addressing and cutting the large
salaries of the policy makers that have us in this crisis in
the first place.

As my son is a Junior in high school he will soon have to
be applying to colleges, taking the SAT test, etc. | am
concerned about the impact of furlough days on his
education as a whole and how this will affect his chances
of getting into a good college. Much has been said about
the impact on special education students, but 17 days will
affect all students.

Signatures 47 - 59



60.
61.

62.

63.
64.

65.
66.

67.
68.

69.

70.

Name
Ammy Case

Natalie
Evangelista

Nicole Meadows
Kashner

Jane Mireles

Heather
Bondallian

Evelyn Cori Oles
Gladys Ventura

Apryl Sasaki
Stanley Yamada

Felicia Murray

Gabriel Bissell

From
Waikoloa, Hi
Waikoloa, Hi

Waikoloa, Hi

Captain Cook, HI
Honokaa, HI

Waikoloa, Hi
Hawi, HI

Kailua Kona, Hl
Pearl City, HI

Waikoloa, HI

Hilo, HI

Page 6

Comments

The last thing | want to do is be away from my child, but |
am considering sending my son to the mainland to live with
his dad just so | can make sure he gets a good education
as it seems he will not in Hawaii due to lack of educational
funding and furlough days. | fear Hawaii's students will be
educationally behind which will in turn lead to a generation
of under-educated and unemployable adults.

| recently visited colleges on the Mainland with my
daughter and met an educator who toured with us with her
daughter at Vanguard University. She mentioned that
Hawaii schools have one of the lowest ratings in the nation
(I've heard this statistic this in the past). With 17 furlough
Fridays this year and 24 Furlough Fridays next school
year, our children will be in deep trouble. Education should
be a high priority because our children is THE future. |
cannot believe that our government put our children's
future on the line because of their irresponsible spending.

Once again we place the burden of our errors and lack of
foresight on the backs of our children. We continuously fail
to make education a priority and then whine about the lack
of skills our graduates bring to the workforce. When will we
learn? | think that the Governor, her staff and cabinet, the
Senate and the House of Representatives along with their
respective staff should all be required to take have their
pay and benefits cut to minimum wage, until such a time as
an equitable solution is found. | also feel that all the
teachers should be required to take a pay cut rather that
work 17 less days. If the union sees fit to not honor all
provisions of the contract they agreed to, why must we the
citizens of this state honor the raises they were given?

The school year is already too short. Students are barely
making adequate progress under the "No Child Left Behind
initiative. Test scores are some of the lowest in the nation.
How can we hope to reverse an already terrible trend and
widespread mediocrity with teacher furlough days?! Gov.
Lingle's budget cuts will further undermine our inadequate
educational system. Stand up for our children. We need to
invest in their future. NOW.

Signatures 60 - 70



71.

72.

73.
74.

75.
76.

77.

78.

79.

80.
81.
82.

83.

Name
Jonette Buza

Elizabeth Kapp

Esther Nathanson
Lori Almarza

Ellen Loney
Victoria Kalman

Jennifer Lienhart
Tsuiji

Gina Perez
Hawaii

Charleen
Melendez

Barbara Bennett
Shauna Yamasaki
Darlene Juan

Greg Villaufuerte

From
Wahiawa, HI

Pahoa, HI

Hilo, HI
Lihue, HI

Hilo, Hi
Kailua Kona, Hl

Waikoloa, Hl

Kapaau, HI

Pahoa, HI

Papaaloa, HI
Kamuela, Hl
Laupahoehoe, HI

Papaaloa, HI

Page 7

Comments

Our children of Hawaii are in school less then the national
average, can't even pass the national standard tests, and
Linda Lingle wants to add an additional 17days of furlough
days then has the nerve to support Youth Summit, Youth
days....Why give our children false hopes and dreams
when they can't even stay in school long enough to get a
decent education. How does she expect our Children to
acheive or accomplish these dreams...seems like
hypocrisy to me..

Please help our keiki succeed and be ready for a global
future! No teacher furlough days! Do we really want to be
the state with the fewest hours of instruction in public
schools?

The State of Hawaii's children are already so behind other
children around the nation. We need to educate them, not
take away instructional days from them!!!

Talk is cheap; quality education is not. If we really do care
about the children of this state, we will do whatever it takes
to provide them a full day, a full week, a full term of quality
education every year. We will put our money where our
mouth is!

The state just keeps giving young families more reasons to
leave. | love my children and will do whatever it takes to
provide the best | can....I only hope that does not mean
leaving Hawaii.

Our children are our leaders of tomorrow. Do you really
want to take education away from them? This is a very sad
thing that our government is taking away from our children.
Governor Lingle,please stop the furlough fridays and find
another way o save money.

It is disappointing that our State is taking away the
education our KEIKIS NEED! Bad enough we are one of
the lowest in the States!!!! More opportunities will be
limited for our future leaders, our KEIKIS!!H

The future of America is our children. Why would we even
think of cutting back on our future leaders. | work hard
paying state taxes and to have my children’s education be
cut by 17 days is not right. Invest more into our children so
we can have a better future.

Signatures 71 - 83



84.

85.

86.

87.
88.

89.
90.
91.

92.

93.

94.
95.

96.

97.

98.

99.

Name
Jana Kaholoa'a

Kelly Alonzo

Leslie Geiger

Noncy Manning
David Terada

sally johnston
Charles Connors

Joyce
Yanagisawa
virginia sandell

Melinda Emerson

Laurie Sodetani
Linda Lindsay

Laurie Brooks

Robert Lozano

KANANI
SAHAGUN

allie peery

From
Kapaau, HI

Waikoloa, HI

Kapaau, Hl

Makawao, HI
Honolulu, HI

makawao, Hl
Kailua Kona, HI
Kailua, HI

wailuku, HI

Lihue, HI

Hilo, HI
Makawao, HlI

Honolulu, HI

WAIKOLOA, HI

PAIA, Hi

kealakekua, Hl

Page 8

Comments

| feel that a childs education is very important and the state
should not take that away from our children.

This affects me because | am a single mother. Furlough
days are a concern because of my daughter's education. It
also puts a burden on me on trying to find proper day care
for her on these days. If not | will take to take off from work,
and will leave us with less income.

Why cut our childrens education? We are already behind
the mainland in so many other area's. Can't you cut
something minor with big impact like lunch at school.
Change lunch to only salad and sandwiches... or have
everyone bring home lunch??

Hawaii already has the shortest school in the nation. This
only makes things worse. These furloughs are a strain on
all families with children financially and with arranging work
schedules. | would be glad to pay more takes (GET) to
maintain what already exists with our public school system.

| am a teacher! WE have the lowest testing in the

Granddaughter goes to school on Kauai. Having more
furlough days effects her Mom, her and her education.
Hawaii's education program is bad enough without LESS
school time for learning. This also impacts their income, as
there is no childcare available, so Mom must take off work
to take care of her when there is no school!!! This
"solution”, as Ms. Lingle calls it, is ludicrous beyond
belief!!!

School days should be considered ESSENTIAL, not to be
touched by budget cuts!

We must refuse to allow our children to be pawns
manipulated in a short-sighted political battle.

I have two children affected by the furlough days and teach
a class of 20 that will miss out on vital content necessary
for their education. The sooner we fund the furlough days,
the better for their future and the future of our State.

Signatures 84 - 99



100.

101,
102.

103.
104.

105.
106.
107.

108.

109.
110.

111.

112,

Name
Robyn Carvalho

pat Freeman
Marnie Masuda

Scott Dennis
Tim Hultquist

Mary Feyt
Sean Rosete
Jenni Bryson

Deborah
Kawamoto

Sarah O'Brien
Keri Blackburn

KB Brooks

Nehoa
Elaban-Taniguchi

From
Kamuela, HlI

Kamuela, HI
Wailuku, HI

Kula, HI

. Wailyuku, Hi

Waikoloa, HI
Kahului, HI
Waikoloa, HI

Pear! City, HI

Pukalani, HI
Waikoloa, Hi

Kamuela, HI

kihei, HI

Page 9

Comments

Education should not have to be sacrificed for the budget
shortfall. This threatens all our teachers' security and that
of our children! Removing 17 days from the school year is
NOT the solution.

My employees are having a hard time finding day care

Our students need increased instructional time, not
furloughs.

As a parent with a son in school | am very displeased that
students days of instruction have been reduced to help
"balance the budget”. There are other areas that should
have been cut, education should have been the last option!

The world educates their children like crazy (start earlier,
go longer, more days a week, fluent in multiple langauges)
in order to become the future leaders of nations. We are
shortening our children's opportunities for the future. It
won't be a competition for who has the best grades,
knowledge or understanding in the area, it will be
throughout the world; and our kids will lose. Rethink this for
the sake of our children's futures.

Children First!! Need | say more? This is all we've been
hearing these past years. However, All I've noticed is our
keiki being the FIRST to go!!

How difficult would it have been for our teachers to convert
a few days or a week from each of their existing
intersessions and vacations into furlough days and/or
non-paid vacation/intersession days. Take the 17 furlough
days and spread it throughout the school year. SIMPLE!!!
This way, our keiki does not miss out on anymore school
days, parents are not left to scramble work schedules and
finances to arrange additional daycare. Was this really that
difficult to figure out

Elementary People....Elementary!!

It's not about the extra cost of child care on Fridays. It's the
loss of education that will be a huge detriment to our
children and the future!

| don't agree with the wording of the petition exactly,
but...... furloughs for teachers is only undermining Hawaii's
future. In a world of difficult decisions, what a bad choice!

well i just don't think they should take away from our
children there is something else they can do to save
money!!!!IFor the working parent/parents it's hard enough
to pay for child care !
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113.
114.

115.

116.
117.

118.

119.

120.

121.

122.

123.

Name

Caroline rouzieres

A Gollenberg

Ashlee Yap

udom stamegna

Shirley Penn

Beth Gohn

Kellye Egan

Todd Gohn -

john geisser

Michael Bilger

Honu Lindsey

From
waikoloa, Hl
Kamuela, Hl

Kihei, HI

aiea, Hl

Panama City, FL

Waikoloa, HlI

HILO, HI

Waikoloa, Hl

haleiwa, HI

Waikoloa, HI

Kamuela, HI

Page 10

Comments

The Education of our children should be one of our
absulute TOP priorities, it is just plain WRONG to let them
suffer at the hands of an unbalanced budget!

| think that these furlough days are robbing the kids of thier
education. These kids need to be in school as much as
possible. What happen to the law NO CHILD LEFT
BEHIND? Doesn't Lingle know that she is helping these
kids stay behind in the decision she has made to have
furlough days. And these programs that places are offering
they aren't free. What about the families that can't afford
those programs, what happens to those kids? There are so
many questions and no answers. Hopefully they figure this
out soon!

#1. My Grandchildren are in Gifted classes, they need to
remain in school as is, # 2. My Son is a single father with
them and only him there in Hi. The girls would be home
alone when he is at work FAR too much with this plan.
Please don't implement this plan

Our teachers are already doing a difficult job for minimal
compensation, but now we expect them to do it with 3
weeks less time with our children. | am disappointed that
Gov. Lingle thinks our children are unimportant. | had
higher expectations of her when | voted for her.

What kind of world are we living in when we are take away
school days from children whom are already behind
nationally. There has to be another way. We have to stand
up and do something. This is our future, these children will
be our leaders, or maybe they never will get the chance if
they never get the education they deserve.

Our children are the future....Gov. Lingle do you really care
so little for them and the future of our state?

This takes away from their learning and why should they
sacrifice because the union bosses (not members) want to
make this painful for everyone.

This is beyond the pale. It is shameful that here in Hawaii
we have furloughed more days than any other state!! It
seems there must be an alternative to penalizing our
children instead of paying a little more in slase taxes or
other revenue considerations.

I am a High school student at Kanu 'o Ka 'Aina NCPCS.
Luckily [ am not being affected by this. However many of
my friends and family are. It's sad that education is being
taken from children my age. Where will be ten years from
now? The Furlough Days are taking opportunity from us.
(continues on next page)
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123.

124.
125.
126.

127.

128.
129.
130.

Name
Honu Lindsey

Duane Wong
Anthony Nay
Doreen Souza

Jay Matsumoto

Jami Boverman
Erin Haines
Winona Adams

From
Kamuela, Hl

Honolulu, HI
kihei, HI
Papaikou, HI

Kamuela, HI

Kihei, HI
Waikoloa, HI
Waikoloa, HI
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Comments

(continued from previous page)

Just taking a few days from school shows me that some
people don't care about the future of our Hawai'i. We, (the
children) are the future of Hawai'i.

Sincerely,

A worried student

Seems to me that the governor does not care about
Hawaii's future. If that's the case, she should be replaced
immediately. We need to have in power those who want
the best for Hawalii's future.

What makes the DOE members so special that they are
immune to the economic challenges that affect the rest of
the state? Due to the recession, the general public has
been forced to make adjustments, why should civil
servants be exempt? If the DOE can not provide adequate
education for our children, perhaps it's time to enact a
voucher system and let us choose how and where our
educational dollars are spent! Why do so many DOE
teachers send their kids to private schools? Because they
know the DOE system is woefully inadequate! It's time to
disband the HSTA and HGEA. These unions exist to
protect the weak employees, which in our state represents
the majority of the civil service work force! Why does the
State of Hawaii have 10 times the national average of civil
servants per capita? One in every 25 citizens in the State
of Hawaii works for some form of Government. It's time to
trim the fat and make the Government accountable for it's
spending and actions. Also, | think it's time to stop pointing
fingers at the Governor and the Legislature (not that they
are without blame), and time to lay the blame squarely
where it belongs, on the shoulders of the HSTA and HGEA
unions!

My grandchildren of elementary school ages, 5yrs. and
9yrs. will have nowhere to go, that would be considered
"safe" if furlough days are to come. Please, please....what
I've shared will be the same for other young families!!!
Parents will be turned in to Child Protective Services for
leaving their children home....alone!ll Our lawmakers are
so thoughtless when it comes to managing when times are
tough. Playing politics is dangerous for the future of our
country. Our children will be in a world with turmoil. So
everyone has to make common sense work.
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131.

132.
133.
134.
135.
136.
137.
138.
139.
140.

141.
142.

143.

144.

145.
146.
147.

Name

Jackie
Vuich-Leckie

Sherri Reed
catherine taylor
Garrett Toguchi
Heather Phillips
Traci Toguchi
Patrick Velis
Karen Nakamatsu
Carol Yamato
Barbara Love

Stacy Jensen

Michael
Yokoyama

Leigh Shiroma

Alexandre Da
Silva

Bita Sulistiono
Katie Benioni
Sunee Campbell

From
Makawao, HI

Makawao, HI
Lahaina, HI
Honolulu, HI
Coffman Cove, AK
Honolulu, HI
Kamuela, HI
Mililani, Hl
Makawao, HI
Kailua-Kona, HlI

Waikoloa, HI

Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo,
Japan

Ewa Beach, HI

Honolulu, HI

kamuela, HI
Kamuela, HI
honokaa, HI
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Comments

A decrease in school days will be challenging for a child
with special needs such as my daughter who's currently in
Kindergarten.

We hear our President call for excellence in education, and
what we get are furlough days. Wars, executive bonuses,
government waste, the list goes on, but we get an
unfunded & unsuccessful No child left behind program and
furloughs. Guess what? All our children are being left
behind. Think. That's what you are paid to do. Come up
with something else. B. Love

My Baby Sister's children will be greatly impacted. As their
Uncle, | pray that the Hawaii Government have the sense
to put Education first before building new roads and
increasing Salaries. Why don't they lay off Government
workers? Private industry is the only one to suffer! Auwe!

Our kids need more time to meet their educational
requirements. This will make it tougher on the kids who are
barely making the requirements. They will have to cram
more. As for the teachers, they are already putting in more
time for love. What other state worker worker puts in more
hours than needed? Not many. Please exempt the
teachers from this furlough. Our kids are our future! Give
the kids what they need and not have them be affected
due to our State's problems.

| don't have children in school anymore. | see other
families with children already struggling , children already
struggling with school. As a teacher my experience is that
consistency is very important to learning and for children to
feel safe.
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148.

149.

150.

151,
152.

153.
154.
155.
156.

157.

158.

159.

Name
Toni Marez

Jill Eckenrode

Terri Glass

Dale Chun

Amara
Love-Joyce

Tami Ho
Jeanne Ryan
Kapono Peiper
Leianda Murrill

Francine Duncan

Teri Takamura

Sunny Gutierrez

From
Waikoloa, HI

Lahaina, HI

kamloops, Canada

Waipahu, Hl
Waikoloa, HI

Kailua, HI

Hilo, HI
waikoloa, HI
Kailua Kona, HI

Pukalani, Hli

Makawao, HI

Wailuku, HI
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Comments

Do we really need to comment on how taking away this
many days of education from a state whose test scores are
so low in the country might effect our children? Come on,
cut costs another way! The children are the answer - not
the problem!! How can we tell our children to put their
education first when our own state doesn't?

Our education system is already the second worst in the
nation. Centralized abuse of power and completely
unbalanced teacher salaries have put our kids in a terrible
position with their education.

It is time to STOP robbing our education funds and stop
ROBBING our children of their constitutional right to a free
and appropriate education.

Jill Eckenrode

| am Tutu to two beautiful children of Hawaiian descent
and am appalled at the situation with education on the Big
Island..Wish | could bring them to Canada for an
education, but | am not able to arrange that.. Please give
my grandchildren a good education... They deserve to be
able to compete in the world..

Sincerely Terri Glass

There must be another way.

why should our children pay? Our education is allready
questionable but this makes it worse might as well go back

Think of the future for these keiki and how will they be
affected?

SHAME ON YOU LINDA LINGLE, It not only effects our
children today but many years to come!

Can someone explain why this is happening only in

Hawaii, in a state where the education already is
questionable. Our numbers are horribly low already and
now we will loose 17 +24 school days. My 8th gr son thinks
this is bad, very bad...and he is an 8th grader.

Hawaii's education system was already struggling before
the furlo