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Response Authorities

• National Contingency Plan
Oil - CWA and OPA90

HAZMAT - CERCLA

• Federal On Scene Coordinators

• Role of the State

• Designation of Responsible Parties

• Oil Spill Liability Trust Fund

• Superfund
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National Response System

National Response Framework

• All Hazard

• FEMA

• Multitude of Federal, State, 
Local Response Agencies

• NIMS / ICS

• Emergency Support Functions

• Stafford Act 

National Contingency Plan

• Pollution – Oil/Hazmat

• FOSC - EPA / USCG

• National Response Team & 
Regional Response Teams

• Area Committees

• Area Contingency Plan

• OSLTF / Superfund

• ESF #10
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 As seen in the Deepwater Horizon response, the NRF and the NCP work quite well together.  
 Marrying OSLTF, Stafford Act, and RP funding was a challenge
 NCP allows for RP involvement and funding, but maintains FOSC has the 51% vote





Oceania Regional Response Team

• Co-Chairs
• Dan Meer, EPA, Region 9

• CAPT Eric Brown, USCG D14, Chief of Response

• Develops Regional Contingency Plan

• Advisory board for OSCs

• Provides input for certain response options
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Advisory board to the FOSCs.  

(From website) The ORRT is one of 13 geographically defined Regional Response Teams established by the National Contingency Plan (NCP) as part of the National Response System (NRS). It  is led by  the U.S. Coast Guard and U.S. EPA and is composed of representatives from field offices of the federal agencies that make up the National Response Team, as well as state and territorial representatives. The ORRT jurisdiction includes the State of Hawai'I, Territories of American Samoa and Guam, Commonwealth of the Northern Marianas Islands, and the pacific island possessions.  
The mission of the ORRT is to protect public health and safety and the environment by supporting FOSCs in their response efforts and by providing pre-planning products, tools, and activities to help ensure coordinated, efficient, and effective support of federal, state and local responses to oil and hazardous substance incidents within the Oceania Region .  These activities are defined and  mandated by the NCP and are performed in concert with the National Response Plan.  The regular business of the ORRT is met by the Standing  RRT. Incident Specific RRTs are occasionally convened to address unique, response-specific issues. The four major responsibilities of RRTs are: (1) response; (2) planning; (3) training; and (4) coordination. 

Members: U.S. Coast Guard U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry 
Department of Agriculture 
Department of Commerce 
Department of Defense 
Department of Energy 
Department of Health and Human Services 
Department of the Interior 
Department of Justice 
Department of Labor 
Department of State 
Department of Transportation 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
General Services Administration 
State of Hawaii 
Commonwealth of Northern Marianas 
Territory of Guam 
Territory of American Samoa �  




Area Committee

• Chaired by the Federal 
On Scene Coordinator
• CAPT Joanna M. Nunan, 

USCG Sector Honolulu

• Acts as a preparedness 
and planning body

• Develops Area 
Contingency Plan

MEMBER AGENCIES / COMPANIES
•USCG
• NOAA

• Papahanaumokuakea Monument
• National Marine Fisheries Service

• US Navy Region Hawaii
• USMC Base Hawaii
• US Fish and Wildlife Service
• Department of Interior
• Hawaii Dept of Health – HEER
• Hawaii State Civil Defense
• Hawaii DLNR
• Hawaii Ocean Safety Team
• Hawaii Wildlife Center
• Honolulu C&C Emergency Management
• CIC
• MSRC
• Pacific Environmental Corp (PENCO)
• HECO (Represents MECO/HELCO)
• Tesoro
• Chevron
• Young Brothers
• Sause Brothers Towing
• K-Sea
• Rath Response
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Area Contingency Plan

• Product of the Area Committee

• Hawaiian Island Specific

• Detailed Response Plans
• Booming and Protection Strategies

• Sensitive Environmental Areas & Wildlife

• Discharge Scenarios

• Response Assets and Equipment

• Alternate Response Technologies
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The Area Contingency Plan is a key response document for pollution cases.  



Spill Organization

• Unified Command
• FOSC (EPA/USCG)

• SOSC (DOH, HEER Office)

• Responsible Party 

• ICS/NIMS

• Clean Islands Council 
• Incident Command Post
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 NCP allows for RP involvement and funding, but maintains FOSC has the 51% vote





Incident Command System

• Use directed by HSPD-5

• Incorporated into NRF/NCP

• Adopted to All-Hazards

• Commonly Practiced

• Extensive On-Island Traning

Operations

Logistics

Planning

Finance 
/ Admin

Command
& Command

Staff
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Hawaii Spill Response Center

• 46 Phone Lines

• 10 Fax machines

• 30 Computers

• Radio Room

• Complete 
Graphic Support

• Approximately 3,000 ft of ICS Management 
Support Facility
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Hawaii Spill Response

• Joint Training/Exercises

• Response  Equipment

• Alternate Response Options
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All facilities have pre-identified and contracted spill response resources which must meet certain standards  for response time and available equipment.  Facilities are required to plan and contract resources for AMPD, MMPD and WCD spills.  Facilities are also required to identify these spill levels, scenarios that could lead to these spills, and response strategies.
Most facilities use a combination of Clean Islands Council and MSRC or NRC.  
USCG equipment is specifically designed not to compete with private industry.
USCG maintains 1 SORS package, response trailers throughout the islands, and dispersant application packages.
PENCO is the primary resource for individual spill response and smaller spills.
MOA between CIC, State, and USCG allows for use of CIC and State owned dispersant, in CIC owned containers to be deployed by Coast Guard C-130s.  
USCG Sector Honolulu just obtained an Alternate Planning Criteria for local OSROs allleviating requirement for private fixed wing dispersant application platforms.  CIC’s extensive work with rotary wing platforms was offered and accepted as a viable alternative to costly fixed wing platforms.  MOA is unaffected, planning criteria vice response requirement.



Response Equipment – Active Recovery

• Oil Spill Response Vessels

• Boom

• Skimmers

• Storage 
Barge

• CG VOSS
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Response Equipment - Wildlife
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Response Equipment - Dispersants

• Jointly Owned

• Memorandum of 
Agreement

• Fixed Wing – ADDS

• Rotary Wing

• Vessel Based
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Worst Case Scenarios

• Off Shore Moorings

• Northwest Hawaiian Islands
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Worst Case discharge scenario detailed in the Area Contingency Plan, including response strategies and likely trajectory.



Hawaii Spill History

• 1996 - Chevron Pipeline 

• 1998 - Off Shore Mooring

• Most spills are minor and non-point source
• Small Recreational Boats 

• Mystery Sheens
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1996 – Kim

1998 - Curtis



Deepwater Horizon Affect on Hawaii

• Area Committee and Key Player Discussions

• Equipment Loans
• Suspension of Response Time Planning Criteria

• Personnel Deployments
• CIC – 1

• MSRC - 9

• PENCO – 18

• Navy SUPSALV – 8

• USCG D14 – 147
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Equipment Loans: 
25K gal Dispersants, 13K Remained 
Has been replaced by newer dispersants, almost 27K gal returned
USCGC WALNUT, 225’ Buoy tender with SORS package


EPA/USCG Emergency Rule suspended response time planning criteria in an attempt to free up equipment for deployment to the Gulf of Mexico.
Major equipment deployments were thoroughly discussed between USCG, State (HEER) and Industry reps to ensure maintenance of proper response posture in Hawaii
Area Committee briefed as appropriate




Visualizing the Deepwater Spill 

Deepwater Horizon
• Continuous, 86 Day

• 200 million gal

Hawaii WCD
• Single Discharge

• 42 mil gal



Response Challenges

• State – Shorthanded on SOSCs and funding

• Industry – Trained Field Personnel - Agents

• Equipment – Limited resources - Plans, Cascading of 
NRC/MSRC equipment
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