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Testimony in Support oCHCR 1041HR 55 Supporting H.R. 3680 and S.
1732 To Amend the Public Health Service Act To Provide Cor Health

Data Regarding Native Hawaiians and Other Pacific Islanders

Hawaii Youth Services Network, a statewide coalition ofyouth-serving
organizations, supports HCR I041HR 55 Supporting H.R. 3680 an'd S. 1732
To Amend the Public Health Service Act To Provide for Health Data
Regarding Native Hawaiians and Other Pacific Islanders.

Public health data on Native Hawaiians and Other Pacific Islanders is usually
grouped together with Asians. Across the United States, there are many
more Asians than HawaiiansIPacific Islanders and, in general, Asians fare
much better on many health and social indicators than Native Hawaiians and
Other Pacific Islanders. In Hawaii, for example, two-thirds of teen
pregnancies occur among HawaiiansIPacific Islanders and only 10% among
Asian teens. More than 40% of Hawaii's incarcerated felons are Native
Hawaiian.

Grouping Native HawaiiansIPacific Islanders with Asians results in
misleading information that distorts the health and social data and results in
insufficient attention and resources for Hawaiians/Pacific Islanders on these
issues.

With more precise and meaningful data, public health workers will be better
. prepared to address the needs ofthese populations and develop strategies to

address health and social disparities.

Thank you for this opportunity to testify.
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