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Department’s Position: The Department of Health offers comments.
Fiscal Implications: None.
Purpose and Justification: The department respectfully recognizeis the pursuit, recognition and
preservation of the Hawaiian arts and culture, and the department does have a responsibility to the health
of the people receiving tattoos in the state. The department's tattoo rules and regulations were developed
to protect the health and safety of all the people of Hawaii receiving tattoos and the department is
willing to work with the native Hawaiian tattoo artists to refine their practice to increase its safety while
maintaining their recognition of tattooing as an art form.

We note that in another field, hula, the kahiko tradition has allowed for developments in modern
times.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.





