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IN REPLY REFER TO

H.C.R. 12 REQUESTING GOVERNMENT-FUNDED HOUSING AGENCIES TO
AFFORD ELDERLY TENANTS IN PUBLIC AND SENIOR HOUSING WHO HAVE

UNEXPECTEDLY BECOME THE PRIMARY CAREGIVERS OF THEIR
GRANCHILDREN-IN-CRISIS A REASONABLE TIME TO FIND APPROPRIATE

HOUSING BEFORE THEY MAY BE EVICTED.

The HHFDC opposes H.C.R. 12. Unfortunately, federal law gives senior housing
operators little leeway to accommodate seniors who become primary caregivers for their
grandchildren and keep their designation as senior housing. Under the Federal Housing
for Older Persons Act, senior housing projects are exempt from familial status
discrimination claims under the Fair Housing Act if, and only if, they meet one of three
different occupancy categories:

1. The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) has determined
that the dwelling is specifically designed for and occupied by elderly persons
under a Federal, State or local government program or

2. It is occupied solely by persons who are 62 or older or
3. It houses at least one person who is 55 or older in at least 80 percent of the

occupied units, and adheres to a policy that demonstrates intent to house
persons who are 55 or older.

Senior housing projects that have opted for the 62-or-older-only occupancy category
cannot allow any person under the age of 62 to reside in their units, even on a short­
term basis, or else they will lose their status as a senior housing project. Furthermore,
even those projects who have adopted the 55-or-older in at [east 80 percent of occupied
units policy are entitled to refuse occupancy to anyone under the age of 55 if it would
jeopardize their compliance with these safe harbors. Therefore, senior housing
operators are not able to comply with this Concurrent Resolution"

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.
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