
Date of Hearing: Wednesday, February 11, 2009

Committee: House Committee on Education

Board: Education

Person Testifying: Garrett Toguchi, Chairperson, Board of Education

Title of Bill: H.B. No. 86, Proposing an Amendment to Article X, Section 2, of the Hawaii

Constitution Relating to Education

Purpose of Bill: Proposes a constitutional amendment to allow the Board of Education

(Board) Student Member to vote.

Board's Position: Chairperson Takumi, Vice Chairperson Berg, and members of the House

Committee on Education, thank you for the opportunity to submit comments

on H.B. No. 86.

The Board notes that this measure would remove the non-voting restriction

established under the Hawaii State Constitution from the Student Board

Member.

The Board recognizes that measures similar to this have been introduced in

previous legislative sessions. At this time, however, the Board has not

taken a position on this measure. The Board Committee on Legislation,

Public Charter Schools & Public Libraries will be meeting tomorrow to

discuss this measure and others similar to it.
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As Board members, we appreciate the valuable perspective and insight of

the Student Board Member in sharing the day-to-day educational needs,

experiences, and concerns of students in our meeting discussions.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this measure.



House Bill (HB) Number 86
Title: Student BOE Member to vote on all matters

Good afternoon, Senators. Alesha Gooden is a planner from the Central District, senior at
Aiea High School, and unfortunately could not make it today's hearing. However, she would like
to speak in strong support of this bill which would ask for the student member ofthe BOE to vote
on all matters.

This bill asks for a constitutional amendment: true. But the constitution was initially
amended to create the student position as well. Ifwe did it once-why not again? According to
the Attorney General in 2004, I believe, there is issue of conflict when it comes to the Board
member being a voting member and still a minor. As long as it is written into the constitution, it is
acceptable, and therefore, should be whole-heartedly pushed for.

If any amendments should be made to this bill, perhaps it should be that the member do not
vote on ALL matters. It is my understanding that voting on personnel issues would be a conflict or
interests, and so, should be excluded from Student Board member rights.

Regardless, it is the will ofthe keiki of Hawaii to have this voting right. Whether the rights
be full or partial, as long as the Board Member possesses significant weight on the Board, we will
be content. Since 1988 we have wanted this right and we believe our time is due.
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Aloha:
On behalf of student planner of the 2008 Secondary Student Conference, Alesha Gooden fr Aiea High School please
except 26 testimonies for HB 86 from secondary students of Hawaii who due to their school schedules are unable to
attend the House Education Committee 2/11/09 scheduled for 2 pm.

If you have questions please contact:
Alesha Gooden
2260554
agoodenr@hotmail.com
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December 6, 2008
From: Matthew Howard, Central District-Mililani High School
Subject: Support of voting rights for the Board of Education student member.

Alohal My name is Matthew Howard, and I am currently a senior at Mililani High School. I strongly
support this resolution and I would like to ask for your support. The student member on the Board of
Education is involved in all aspects of the board. The member takes part in all activities and assumes all
responsibilities as adult members. However, the student member does not have the right to vote. If the
student member on the BOE is supposed to be representing all public high school students in Hawaii,
the member should have the right to vote.

Students across the state of Hawaii have expressed their full support for voting rifhts of the BOE
student member. One of the major reasons why this resolution passed was the fact th the student
member works just as long and hard and understands policies, making him/her qualified to make
educated decisions. Also, having a representative a high school student's age will allow the member to
more effectively relay the view and voices of Hawaii's youth.

Hawaii has always been on the forefront in supporting its student activities programs that
individuals on the mainland wish they had. Please continue Hawaii's tradition of being at the forefront
of supporting students by granting full voting rights to future Board of Education student members.
Providing this privilege will allow the students of Hawaii to let their voices be heard.



December 6, 2008
From: Alesha Gooden, Central District-Aiea High School
Subject: Supporting full-voting rights for the StudE!nt BOE Member.

Aloha! My name is Alesha Gooden from Aiea High School. I would like to ask for your support on a
highly important issue. Though the Secondary Student Conference has been passing resolutions
concerning full voting rights for the for the student BOE member, I believe that it is about time to ratify
it. The occupation of Student BOE Member is useless for representation comes only with equality.
"Separate but equal" is a voice no longer endorsed by the United States of America. Being so, it is time
that the state of Hawaii granted equality to the separate party of the Student BOE Member.

The resolution passed at the 2008 Secondary Student Conference strongly endorsed a fullvoting
right for the Student BOE Member. Frankly, I cannot imagine an official policy-making body promoting
anything else. It is important that the state comply with the values and yearnings of the federal
government. This should be reason enough to grant the Student BOE Member his/her voting rights. As
a representative of the student body of Hawaii, this resolution must be accepted.

Thank you for your consideration and I strongly hope you will support the Secondary Student
Conference in this effort.



December 6, 2008

From: Caselyn Gale Pacpaco, Cental District- Aiea High School

Subject: Support of Resolution 4, voting rights for the Board of Education (BOE) Student Member

Hello! My name is Caselyn Gale Pacpaco, and 1am currently a junior at Aiea High School. I am definitely support
Resolution 4 and hope that you would also take it into consideration. The responsibility of the student member
commensurate within those of the Board yet they do not carry the same right. The policy makers make policies for
the students therefore they shall have a voice that is a direct effect on them. A chain of communication is created
between the fellow students to the student member. The student member would be able to represent those 182,000+
students,

This topic has been brought up for many years and unanimously voted in support. In fact, there are states that allow
the student member a vote, whether it be full or partial. Some of these states are California, Maryland,
Massachusetts, Tennessee, Iowa, Washington DC and even US Territory of Guam. It is to my understanding that it
is also supported by the Hawaii State Board of Education, Hawaii State Senate, Hawaii House Education Committee
and our recent governor, Linda Lingle. Pursuing voting rights for the BOE Student member has been a continuous
concern from the students.

I appreciate your time an I hope that you will support Resolution 4, voting rights for the student board member.
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