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From: Kling, Frank E [frank.kling@siemens.com] ‘ L
Sent: Tuesday, March 23, 2010 5:01 AM T4 EL
To: WAM Testimony o Y.a T
Subject: VERY STRONG OPPOSITION TO HB2850

To Whom it May Concern:

| am writing today to urge you to vote against the passage of the HB2850, Relating to the Liquor Tax
Increase. This bill will have an extremely negative impact on Hawaii's brewing business as well as
distributors and consumers. These are businesses that draw tourists to the islands and greatly benefit
the State, creating more jobs and a stronger economy.

Please stop the beer tax increase and please consider providing a tax break similar to the Federal
Small Brewers Tax Exemption for all beer produced in Hawaii. Twelve other states offer exemptions;
with the decline in Hawaiian breweries over the last ten years it only makes good sense Hawaii
should have one too.

This tax will simply increase the costs to consumers at a time when taxpayers cannot afford such
increases. The proposed increase in tax will add more than a dollar per six-pack of beer to the cost

for the consumer. Further, | believe this will result in a decrease in sales rather than an increase in
tax revenue and a loss of countless jobs within the State.

Although the State is facing severe financial troubles, careful consideration must be given to the fact
that the very existence of the businesses affected by such a tax increase is in danger. The

consequences will certainly outweigh the additional revenues expected by such an increase. If these
businesses are choked by such an additional financial burden, there may soon be no businesses to

tax.

Again | urge you to vote against the passage of the HB2850, Relating to the Liquor Tax Increase. Its
good for business and good for Hawaii to vote No on HB2850.

Respecitfully,

Frank Kling

Siemens Industry,Inc.

Industry Automation - Process Automation Sales
Account Manager - Western Region

frank kling@siemens.com

Phone (816) 519-1130

Fax (678) 297-5609



10833 Valley View Street -Suite 350

Cypress, CA 90630

Important notice: This e-mail and any attachment thereof contain corporate proprietary information. If you have received it by mistake, please notify us immediately
by reply e-mail and delete this e-mail and its attachments from your system.

Thank you.
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From: Daniel McGibbons [danmcgib@hotmail.com]
Sent: Monday, March 22, 2010 10:03 PM
To: WAM Testimony

From: Daniel McGibbons [mailto:danmegib@hotmail.com]
Sent: Monday, March 22, 2010 4:47 PM

To: Public Access Room

Subject: Strong opposition to HB2850

To Whom it May Concern:

I am writing foday fo urge you fo vole against the passage of the HB2850, Relating 1o the Liguor Tax Increase. This bill will have an
exiremely negative impact on Hawaii's brewing business as well as distribuiors and consumers. These are businesses that draw
tourists to the islands and greatly benefit the State, creating more jobs and a stronger economy.

Although the State is facing severe financial {roubles, careful consideration must be given to the fact that the very existence of the
businesses affected by such a tax increase is in danger. The consequences will certainly outweigh the additional revenues expected by
such an increase. Hf these businesses are choked by such an additional financial burden, there may soon be no businesses to tax. This
tax will simply increase the costs to consumers at a time when taxpayers cannot afford such increases, The proposed increase in {ax
will add more than a dollar per six-pack of beer to the cost for the consumer. Further, | believe this will result in a decrease in sales
rather than an increase in fax revenue and a loss of countless jobs within the State.

Please stop the beer tax increase and please consider providing a tax break similar to the Federal Small Brewers Tax Exemption for all
beer produced in Hawaii. Twelve other states offer exemptions; with the decline in Hawailan breweries over the last ten years it only
makes good sense Hawaii should have one t00. lts good for business and good for Hawail,

Respectiuily,

Daniel McGibbons
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From: Michael Freeto [freeto1@hotmail.com]
Sent: Monday, March 22, 2010 11:54 PM
To: WAM Testimony

Subject: STRONG OPPOSITION TO HB2850

To Whom it May Concern:

| am writing today to urge you to vote against the passage of the HB2850, Relating to the quuor Tax Increase.
This bill

will have an extremely negative lmpact on Hawaii's brewing business as well as distributors andconsumers.
These are ‘

businesses that draw tourists to the islands and greatly benefit the State, creating more jobs and a stronger
economy.

Although the State is facing severe financial troubles, carefulconsideration must be given to the fact that the
very

existence of the businesses affected by such a tax increase is in danger. The consequences will certainly
outweigh the

additional revenues expected by such an increase. If these businesses are choked by such an additional
financial

burden, there may soon be no businesses to tax. This tax will simply increase the costs to consumers at a time
when

taxpayers cannot afford such increases. The proposed increase in tax will add more than a dollar per six-pack
of beer

to the cost for the consumer. Further, | believe this will result in a decrease in sales rather than an increase in
tax

revenue and a loss of countless jobs within the State.

Please stop the beer tax increase and please consider providing a tax break similar to the Federal Small
Brewers Tax '

Exemption for all beer produced in Hawaii. Twelve other states offer exemptions; with the decline in Hawaiian
breweries over the last ten years it only makes good sense Hawaii should have one too. Its good for business
and '

good for Hawaii.

Respectfully,

Michael Allen Freeto
freetol@hotmail.com

Hotmail is redefining busy with tools for the New Busy. Get more from your inbox. Sigh up now.
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From: Erin Bivens [erin.bivens@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, March 23, 2010 3:42 AM
To: WAM Testimony

Subject: STRONG OPPOSITION TO HB2850

To Whom it May Concern:

I am writing today to urge you to vote against the passage of the HB2850, Relating to the Liquor Tax Increase.
This bill will have an extremely negative impact on Hawaii's brewing business as well as distributors and
consumers. These are businesses that draw tourists to the islands and greatly benefit the State, creating more
jobs and a stronger economy. -

Although the State is facing severe financial troubles, careful consideration must be given to the fact that the
very existence of the businesses affected by such a tax increase is in danger. The consequences will certainly
outweigh the additional revenues expected by such an increase. If these businesses are choked by such an
additional financial burden, there may soon be no businesses to tax. This tax will simply increase the costs to
consumers at a time when taxpayers cannot afford such increases. The proposed increase in tax will add more
than a dollar per six-pack of beer to the cost for the consumer. Further, I believe this will result in a decrease in
sales rather than an increase in tax revenue and a loss of countless jobs within the State.

Please stop the beer tax increase and please consider providing a tax break similar to the Federal Small Brewers
Tax Exemption for all beer produced in Hawaii. Twelve other states offer exemptions; with the decline in
Hawaiian breweries over the last ten years it only makes good sense Hawaii should have one too. Its good for

business and good for Hawaii.

Respectfully,
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From: Steve Wagner [steve.wagnher@stonebrew.com]
Sent: Tuesday, March 23, 2010 4.06 AM

To: WAM Testimony

Subject: Beer Tax Increase

To Whom It May Concern:

As a co-owner of a California distributor of Hawaiian-brewed beer, I’m writing you today to
urge you to oppose HB2850, the proposal to increase taxes on alcohol in Hawaii. This bill
will have an extremely negative impact on Hawaii’s brewing business as well as those who
distribute and consume their fine beers.

The State may be facing severe financial troubles but this is certainly not the solution. The
greater the tax burden on Hawaiian brewers the lower their chances are of survival in these
tough economic times. These are businesses that draw tourists to the islands and greatly
benefit the State by driving commerce and creating more Main Street jobs. These businesses
are actually strengthening the State’s economy and need support from the State rather than an
increase in their tax burden.

Hawaiian-brewed beers sell extremely well in our Southern California market; otherwise we
wouldn’t be in the business of their distribution. I’m happy to support them in this cause so
that we can continue selling their beer at a competitive price. Please stop the beer tax
increase and please consider providing a tax break similar to the Federal Small Brewers Tax
Exemption for all beer produced in Hawaii. It's good for the beer business and it's good for
Hawaii. '

Respectfully,

Steve Wagner
President

Stone Brewing Co.
1999 Citracado Pkwy
Escondido, CA 92029
(760)471-4999 x1103
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From: Adena Brandt [adena.brandt@stonebrew.com]
Sent: ' Tuesday, March 23, 2010 6:19 AM

To: WAM Testimony

Subject: STRONG OPPOSITION TO HB2850

This email is sent on behalf of Greg Koch, CEO of Stone Brewing Co in Escondido, California.

To Whom It May Concern:

As a co-owner of a California distributor of Hawaiian brewed beer, I’m writing you today to
urge you to oppose HB285@, the proposal to increase taxes on alcohol in Hawaii. This bill
will have an extremely negative impact on Hawaii’s brewing business as well as their
distributors and consumers.

The State may be facing severe financial troubles but this is certainly not the solution. The
greater the tax burden on Hawaiian brewers the lower their chances are of survival in these
tough economic times. These are businesses that draw tourists to the islands and greatly
benefit the State by driving commerce and creating more Main Street jobs. These businesses
are actually strengthening the State’s economy and they are at a time when they need support
from the State rather than more burden.

Hawaiian brewed beers sell extremely well in the southern California market; otherwise we
wouldn’t be in the business of their distribution. I’m happy to support them in this cause so
that we can continue buying their beer. Please stop the beer tax increase and please
consider providing a tax break similar to the Federal Small Brewers Tax Exemption for all
beer produced in Hawaii. It's good for the beer business and it's good for Hawaii.

Respectfully,

Greg Koch

CEO

Stone Brewing CO.
1999 Citracado Pkwy.
Escondido, CA 92029
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From: Zak [zakpacholl@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, March 23, 2010 6:51 AM
To: WAM Testimony

Subject: To Whom it May Concern

I am writing today to urge you to vote against the passage of the HB2850, Relating to'the Liquor Tax
Increase. This bill will have an extremely negative impact on Hawaii's brewing business as well as distributors
andconsumers. These are businesses that draw tourists to the islands and greatly benefit the State, creating
more jobs and a stronger economy. ’

Although the State is facing severe financial troubles, carefuiconsideration must be given to the fact that the
very existence of the businesses affected by such a tax increase is in danger. The consequences will certainly
outweigh the additional revenues expected by such an increase. If these businesses are choked by such an
additional financial burden, there may soon be no businesses to tax. This tax will simply increase the costs to
consumers at a time when taxpayers cannot afford such increases. The proposed increase in tax will add
more than a dollar per six-pack of beer to the cost for the consumer. Further, | believe this will result in a
decrease in sales rather than an increase in tax revenue and a loss of countless jobs within the State.

Please stop the beer tax increase and please consider providing a tax break similar to the Federal Small
Brewers Tax Exemption for all beer produced in Hawaii. Twelve other states offer exemptions; with the
decline in Hawaiian breweries over the last ten years it only makes good sense Hawaii should have one too.
fts good for business and good for Hawaii.

Respectfully,
Zak Pacholl
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From: Rich Bright [mrmixon@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, March 22, 2010 7:56 PM
To: WAM Testimony

Subject: STRONG OPPOSITION TO HB2850

To Whom it May Concem:

I am writing today to urge you 1o vote against the passage of the HB2850, Relating to the Liguor Tax Increase. This bill will have an
extremely negative impact on Hawail's brewing business as well as distributors and consumers. These are businesses that draw
tourists to the islands and greatly benefit the State, creating more jobs and a sironger economy.

Although the State is facing severe financial troubles, careful consideration must be given 1o the fact that the very existence of the
businesses affected by such a tax increase is in danger. The consequences will cerfainly outweigh the additional revenues expected by
such an increase. If these businesses are choked by such an additional financial burden, there may soon be no businesses 1o tax. This
tax will simply increase the costs to consumers at a time when taxpayers cannot afford such increases. The proposed increase in tax
will add more than a dollar per six-pack of beer to the cost for the consumer, Further, | believe this will result in a decrease in sales
rather than an increase in tax revenue and a loss of countless jobs within the State.

Please stop the beer tax increase and please consider providing a tax break similar to the Federal Small Brewers Tax Exemption for all
beer produced in Hawail. Twelve other states offer exemptions, with the decline in Hawaiian breweries over the last ten years it only
makes good sense Hawali should have one too. its good for business and good for Hawail.

Respectfully,
Richard Bright
72 Kuli Puu St
Kihei, HI 96753
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From: D Rochin [danrochin@comcast.net]

Sent: Monday, March 22, 2010 7:33 PM

To: WAM Testimony

Subiject: e SPAM**** STRONG OPPOSITION TO HB2850

To Whom it May Concern:

I am writing today to urge you to vote against the passage of the HB2850, Relating to the Liquor Tax Increase. This bill will
have an extremely negative impact on Hawaii's brewing business as well as distributors andconsumers. These are businesses
that draw tourists to the islands and greatly benefit the State, creating more jobs and a stronger economy.

Although the State is facing severe financial troubles, carefulconsideration must be given to the fact that the very existence of
the businesses affected by such a tax increase is in danger. The consequences will certainly outweigh the additional revenues
expected by such an increase. If these businesses are choked by such an additional financial burden, there may soon be no
businesses to tax. This tax will simply increase the costs to consumers at a time when taxpayers cannot afford such increases.
The proposed increase in tax will add more than a dollar per six-pack of beer to the cost for the consumer. Further, | believe
this will result in a decrease in sales-rather than an increase in tax revenue and a loss of countless jobs within the State.

Please stop the beer tax increase and please consider providing a tax break similar to the Federal Small Brewers Tax
Exemption for all beer produced in Hawaii. Twelve other states offer exemptions; with the decline in Hawaiian breweries over
the last ten years it only makes good sense Hawaii should have one too. Its good for business and good for Hawaii.

Respectfully,

Dan Rochin
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This message has been scanned by NORTON Anti-Virus and found to be free of known security risks.



From: Mike Wilson

To: WAM Testimony
Subject: STRONG OPPOSITION TO HB2850
Date: Tuesday, March 23, 2010 4:05:08 PM

To Whom it May Concern:

| am writing today to urge you to vote against the passage of the HB2850, Relating to the Liquor Tax
Increase. This bill will have an extremely negative impact on Hawaii's brewing business as well as
distributors andconsumers. These are businesses that draw tourists to the islands and greatly benefit the
State, creating more jobs and a stronger economy.

Although the State is facing severe financial troubles, carefulconsideration must be given to the fact that
the very existence of the businesses affected by such a tax increase is in danger. The consequences will
certainly outweigh the additional revenues expected by such an increase. if these businesses are choked
by such an additional financial burden, there may soon be no businesses to tax. This tax will simply
increase the costs to consumers at a time when taxpayers cannot afford such increases. The proposed
increase in tax will add more than a dollar per six-pack of beer to the cost for the consumer. Further, |
believe this will result in a decrease in sales rather than an increase in tax revenue and a loss of countless

jobs within the State.

Please stop the beer tax increase and please consider providing a tax break similar to the Federal Small
Brewers Tax Exemption for all beer produced in Hawaii. Twelve other states offer exemptions; with the
decline in Hawaiian breweries over the last ten years it only makes good sense Hawaii should have one
too. Its good for business and good for Hawaii.

Respectfully,

Mike Wilson
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From: David Hopwood [dhopwood12@comcast.net]
Sent: Sunday, March 28, 2010 4:41 PM

To: WAM Testimony

Subject: HB2850

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Completed

To Whom it May Concern:

I wanted to send a quick note to help convince you fo vote against the passage of the HB2830, specifically the Liguor Tax Increase. 1 fear this hill

will severely hurt small businesses in vour Statel,

Famn a frequent visiter (1-2 times a vear) to your heautiful State and 1 love the fact that T can now buy a small piece of Hawaii on the shelves here in
the mainland in the form of Maui Browing beers. It would be a shame to see Maui Brewing go the way of Kona Brewing and start to brew the
!

majority of their beers on the Mainland (albelt for different reasons).

I understand the State is facing financial difficulties. but please consider what an increased tax might mean for sroall brewers (read; small businesses)
i your State, What a shame it would be if Hawalian brewers were forced to move to the Mainland simply as a function of cost savings! Increased
taxes will surly be a serious burden or even a death sentence to many in this rapidly growing field. An increased tax would most likely have to be
passed on to the consumers and may end up putting Hawaiian beeors out of the price range of many buyers. Most Craft Beer drinkers are willing to
pay a premium but there is a ling, especially when o many great beers are being brewed here on the mainland. There is little doubt in my mind that

an increase in taxes will actually end up In lowered State revenues because of the price increase.

Stop the beer tax increase and please consider providing a tax break similar to the Federal Small Brewers Tax Exemption for all boer produced in
Hawaii. Twelve other states offer exemptions; with the decline in Hawatian breweries over the last ten years it only makes good sense Hawaii should
have one too. Its good for business and good for Hawaii.

Respectfully,

David Hopwood
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From: Sean Nordquist [jedinord@gmail.com]

Sent: Monday, March 29, 2010 7:34 AM

To: WAM Testimony

Cc: info@mauibrewingco.com

Subject: e SPAM**** STRONG OPPOSITION TO HB2850
Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Completed

To Whom it May Concern:

I am writing today to urge you to vote against the passage of the HB2850, Relating to the Liquor Tax Increase.
This bill will have an extremely negative impact on Hawaii’s brewing business as well as distributors and
consumers. These are businesses that draw tourists to the islands and greatly benefit the State, creating more
jobs and a stronger economy.

Although the State is facing severe financial troubles, careful consideration must be given to the fact that the
very existence of the businesses affected by such a tax increase is in danger. The consequences will certainly
outweigh the additional revenues expected by such an increase. If these businesses are choked by such an
additional financial burden, there may soon be no businesses to tax. This tax will simply increase the costs to
consumers at a time when taxpayers cannot afford such increases. The proposed increase in tax will add more
than a dollar per six-pack of beer to the cost for the consumer. Further, I believe this will result in a decrease in
sales rather than an increase in tax revenue and a loss of countless jobs within the State. ’

Please stop the beer tax increase and please consider providing a tax break similar to the Federal Small Brewers
Tax Exemption for all beer produced in Hawaii. Twelve other states offer exemptions; with the decline in
Hawaiian breweries over the last ten years it only makes good sense Hawaii should have one too. Its good for
business and good for Hawaii. '

I will be visiting Hawaii this summer with my family and am hoping to be able to write several articles about
craft beer from your state. I would love to be able to add a section about the responsible legislative choices
made by the state congress.

Respectfully,

Sean Nordquist
St. Petersburg, FL

Sean Nordquist ,

Hop Press: http://seannordquist.hoppress.com

St. Petersburg Craft Beer Examiner: http://www.examiner.com/x-22326-St-Petersburg-Craft-Beer-Examiner
Blog: http://beerforthedaddy.blogspot.com

Twitter: http://twitter.com/beerforthedaddy

Facebook: http.//www.facebook.com/jedinord
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From: Mario [mario@brewedforthought.com]
Sent: Monday, March 29, 2010 7:09 AM
To: WAM Testimony ,
Subject: STRONG OPPOSITION TO HB2850
Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Completed

To Whom it May Concern:

I am writing today to urge you to vote against the passage of the HB2850, Relating to the Liquor Tax Increase.
This bill will have an extremely negative impact on Hawaii’s brewing business as well as distributors and
consumers. These are businesses that draw tourists to the islands and greatly benefit the State, creating more
jobs and a stronger economy.

Although the State is facing severe financial troubles, careful consideration must be given to the fact that the
very existence of the businesses affected by such a tax increase is in danger. The consequences will certainly
outweigh the additional revenues expected by such an increase. If these businesses are choked by such an
additional financial burden, there may soon be no businesses to tax. This tax will simply increase the costs to
consumers at a time when taxpayers cannot afford such increases. The proposed increase in tax will add more
than a dollar per six-pack of beer to the cost for the consumer. Further, I believe this will result in a decrease in
sales rather than an increase in tax revenue and a loss of countless jobs within the State.

Please stop the beer tax increase and please consider providing a tax break similar to the Federal Small Brewers
Tax Exemption for all beer produced in Hawaii. Twelve other states offer exemptions; with the decline in
Hawaiian breweries over the last ten years it only makes good sense Hawaii should have one too. Its good for
business and good for Hawaii.

Respectfully,
Mario Rubio
Brewed For Thought

Home and craft brewing across the nation
www.brewedforthought.com
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From: J Williams [joshwilliamsemail@gmail.com]
Sent: Sunday, March 28, 2010 5:06 PM

To: WAM Testimony

Subject: STRONG OPPOSITION TO HB2850
Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Completed

To Whom it May Concern:

1 am writing today to urge you to vote against the passage of the FIB2830, Relating to the Liquor Tax Increase. This bill will have an extremely

negative impact on Hawaii’s brewing business as well as distributors and consumers. These are businesses that draw tourists to the islands and

greatly benefit the State, creating more jobs and a stronger economy.

Although the State is facing severe financial troubles. carefusl consideration must be given to the fact that the very existence of the businesses affected
by such a tax increase is in danger. The consequences will certainly outweigh the additional revenues expected by such an increase. If these
businesses are choked by such an additional financial burden, there may soon be no businesses to tax. This tax will simply increase the costs to
consumers at 4 time when taxpayers cannot afford such increases. The proposed increase in tax will add more than a doltar per six-pack of beer to the
cost for the consumer, Further, | believe this will result in a decrease in sales rather than an increase in tax revenue and a loss of countless jobs within

the State,

Please stop the beer tax increase and please consider providing a tax break similar to the Federal Small Brewers Tax Exemption for all beer produced
in Hawaii, Twelve other states offer exemptions; with the decline in Hawaiian breweries over the last ren years it only makes good sense Hawaii

should have one to. Tis good for business and good for Hawail.

{ am a property owner and tax payer to the state of Hawail. [ Jove the islands. T hope vou see the rationale for providing a supportive environment for
Hawaiian brewers, Craft brewing is a growth industry. Please give carcful thought to providing an environment for craft brewers 1o grow within. |
strongly believe that Hawaiian craft beer provides vet another avenue for growth within the Hawaiian tourist industry.

Respecifully,

Joshua D, Williams
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From: Wes Williams [felicidadez@yahoo.com]
Sent: Monday, March 29, 2010 6:41 AM

To: WAM Testimony

Subject: | STRONGLY OPPOSE HB2850
Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Completed

To Whom it May Concern:

I am writing today to urge you to vote against the passage of the HB2850, Relating to
the Liquor Tax Increase. This bill will have an extremely negative impact on Hawaii’s
brewing business as well as distributors and consumers. These are businesses that
draw tourists to the islands and greatly benefit the State, creating more jobs and a
stronger economy.

Although the State is facing severe financial troubles, careful consideration must be
given to the fact that the very existence of the businesses affected by such a tax
increase is in danger. The consequences will certainly outweigh the additional
revenues expected by such an increase. If these businesses are choked by such an
additional financial burden, there may soon be no businesses to tax. This tax will
simply increase the costs to consumers at a time when taxpayers cannot afford such
increases. The proposed increase in tax will add more than a dollar per six-pack of
beer to the cost for the consumer. Further, I believe this will result in a decrease in
sales rather than an increase in tax revenue and a loss of countless jobs within the
State.

Please stop the beer tax increase and please consider providing a tax break similar to
the Federal Small Brewers Tax Exemption for all beer produced in Hawaii. Twelve
other states offer exemptions; with the decline in Hawaiian breweries over the last ten
years it only makes good sense Hawaii should have one too. Its good for business and
good for Hawaii.

Mahalo nui loa!



From: Lel Hayashi

To: WAM Testimony
Date: Saturday, March 27, 2010 11:21:10 AM

To Whom it May Concern:

| am writing today to urge you to vote against the passage of the HB2850, Relating to the Liquor Tax Increase.
This bill will have an extremely negative impact on Hawaii’s brewing business as well as distributors and
consumers. These are businesses that draw tourists to the islands and greatly benefit the State, creating more
jobs and a stronger economy.

Although the State is facing severe financial troubles, careful consideration must be given to the fact that the
very existence of the businesses affected by such a tax increase is in danger. The consequences will certainly
outweigh the additional revenues expected by such an increase. If these businesses are choked by such an

additionat financial burden, there may soon be no businesses to tax. This tax will simply increase the costs to

consumers at a time

when taxpayers cannot afford such increases. The proposed increase in tax will add more than a dollar per six-
pack of beer to the cost for the consumer. Further, | believe this will result in a decrease in sales rather than an
increase in tax revenue and a loss of countless jobs within the State.

Please stop the beer tax increase and please consider providing a tax break similar to the Federal Small Brewers
Tax Exemption for all beer produced in Hawaii. Twelve other states offer exemptions; with the decline in
Hawaiian breweries over the last ten years it only makes good sense Hawaii should have one too. Its good for
business and good for Hawaii.

As a regular supporter to local breweries and the Liquor industry | urge to vote no to HB2850 and give us all a
break.

Respectfully

Dean Hayashi



From: HAY, @aol.com

To: WAM Testimony
Subject: Fwd: STRONG OPPOSITION TO HB2850
Date: Saturday, March 27, 2010 10:58:27 AM

From: HAYASHIOHANA@aol.com

To: WAMTestimony@capitolhawaii.gov

Sent: 3/27/2010 10:54:53 A.M. Hawaiian Standard Time
Subj: STRONG OPPOSITION TO HB2850

To Whom it May Concern:

I am writing today to urge you to vote against the passage of the HB2850, Relating to the Liquor Tax
Increase. This bill will have an extremely negative impact on Hawaii’s brewing business as well as
distributors and consumers. These are businesses that draw tourists to the islands and greatly benefit
the State, creating more jobs and a stronger economy.

Although the State is facing severe financial troubles, careful consideration must be given to the fact
that the very existence of the businesses affected by such a tax increase is in danger. The
consequences will certainly outweigh the additional revenues expected by such an increase. If these
businesses are choked by such an additional financial burden, there may soon be no businesses to tax.
This tax will simply increase the costs to consumers at a time

when taxpayers cannot afford such increases. The proposed increase in tax will add more than a dollar
per six-pack of beer to the cost for the consumer. Further, | believe this will result in a decrease in
sales rather than an increase in tax revenue and a loss of countless jobs within the State.

Please stop the beer tax increase and please consider providing a tax break similar to the Federal Small
Brewers Tax Exemption for all beer produced in Hawaii. Twelve other states offer exemptions; with the
1 decline in Hawaiian breweries over the last ten years it only makes good sense Hawaii should have one
too. Its good for business and good for Hawaii. '

As a regular supporter to local breweries and the Liquor industry | urge to vote no to HB2850 and give
us all a break.

Respectfully,

R. Leigh Hayashi
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