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Chairperson Tsuji and Members of tne Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on House Bill No. 2779. The purpose of

this bill is to allow the construction of temporary structures on state lands leased for

agricultural operations. The Department respectfully opposes this bill.

The Department recognizes that structures are an integral part of conducting

agricultural business. We acknowledge that the county permit process may be

cumbersome; however, this process creates a minimum standard that potential

structures must meet for safety as well as public health reasons. Among other things,

this bill does not define what "temporary" means, nor does it prohibit using the structure

as a dwelling or residence. Other than structural considerations, applicants must show

that they will properly dispose of sewage, how they will obtain potable water, meet the

electrical and plumbing codes, and the structure conforms with the American Disabilities

Act. We assume there are other issues that the county review process also looks at for

public health and safety.

In many places, there is limited infrastructure available. The location may be

below the "no pass" line for leaching fields and in most areas, cesspools are no longer
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allowed. Unmitigated grading of the land can lead to flooding issues of neighbors'

property or heavy sediment runoff from large rains that result in significant soil loss and

possible reef damage. There may be a significant increase in the potential for fire and

use of substandard building materials. This directly impaCts the health and safety of the

people working in the building, as well as visitors to the site. Regardless of liability

waivers, the welfare and safety of human life needs to be paramount. The building

permit process ensures that structures as a whole meet a minimum standard and if for

some reason a member of the pubic enters one, they will remain reasonably safe.
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Chair Tsuji and Members of the Committee:

Hawaii Farm Bureau Federation on behalf of our farmer and ranch families and
organizations support HB 2779 allowing construction of temporary structures
that meet UBC on State lands without a county or state permit but with the
lessees waiver.

Temporary structures for storage of supplies and agricultural products is a
necessity on farms. These are simple buildings not meant for habitation. Yet,
our farmers find themselves having to go through costly permitting processes to
construct. This measure seeks to provide relief at least on State lands. We have a
need for similar relief on private lands.

HFBF strongly requests your support of this measure to bring reduce cost within
the agricultural industry. If there are any questions, please contact Luella
Costales at 848 2074. Thank you
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We SUPPORT this bill, wholeheartedly; will bring parity to all citizens.
We recommend that the bill be amended to include Hawaiian homes land,
as follows:

1) SECTION 1, Chapter 141, line 7: insert following "lessee on state
leased land, including Hawaiian homes land, shall not require
state "

2) Chapter 141 (2) line 15: insert following "county and the
Department of Hawaiian Home Lands from general liability...."

Include the same phrases in:
1) SECTION 2, Chapter 171, Line 7 and (2), Line 15
2) SECTION 3, Chapter 201, page 3, Line 1 and (2) Line 9

Further amend the bill to instruct the Department of Hawaiian
Home Lands to amend HAWAII ADMINISTRATIVE RULES TITLE
10 DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS CHAPTER 3 and the
awaiian Homes Commission Act if necessa to reflect these
han es.
ecause amending the Admin Rules will be a formality, we expect that HHL
gricultural and pastoral lessees will be able to benefit from this bill, as
tated in SECTION 5. "This Act shall take effect upon its approval."

We express appreciation to the drafters and introducers of this bill
and appreciate the opportunity to participate in this process.

Phone: (808) 890-2311 (Res) 936-0157(Cell)
Email: duke@sandwichisles.net

A member of the Sovereign Councils of Hawaiian Homelands Assembly
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Comments:
The State of Hawaii as well as the other Counties is not on the Uniform Building Code. We
are all in the process of adopting the International Building Code.

1




