
LATE TESTIMONY
LAURA H. THIELEN

CIIAIRJ>t:RSON
"nARD Of 'AND AND NATURAl. RE.(iOURCES

COMMISSION ON WATER RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
LINDA LINGLE

GOVERNOR OF H/\WAil

STATE OF HAWAH
DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES

POST OFFICE BOX 621
HONOLULU, HAWAll 96809

Testimony of
LAURA H. TIDELEN

Chairperson

Before the House Committee on
WATER, LAND, & OCEAN RESOURCES

Monday, February 1,2010
9:30 a.m.

State Capitol, Conference Room 325

In consideration of
HOUSE BILL 2583

RELATING TO IMPOUNDED VESSELS

RUSSELL V. TSUJI
FIRST DEPUTY

KEN C. KAWAHARA
1>E]'1JTY DIRELTOR • WATER

AClJATIC RESOURCES
BOATING AND OCEAN RECREATION

BUREAU OF CONVEYANCES
COMMISSION ON WATER RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

CONSERVATklN ANDCOI\STN. (.!\NOS
CONSERVATK>N AND RESOURCI:S ENfORCEMENT

ENGINEERJNO
fORESTRY AND WIU>LIfE
HISTORIC PRESERVI\TKJN

KAHOOlt\WE ISLAND RESERVE COMMISSION
LAND

STATE PARKS

House Bill 2583 proposes to authorize the Department of Land and Natural Resources
(Department) to hold the vessel owner responsible for absorbing the costs and expenses related
to the disposition of impounded unauthorized vessels within state small boat harbors and
offshore mooring areas and for all mooring fees incurred prior to impoundment. The Department
strongly supports this Administrative measure.

Currently, Section 200-16, Hawaii Revised Statutes, as interpreted by Brown v. Thompson, 91
Haw. 1, 979 P.2d 586 (1999), places the burden, along with the costs and expenses of disposal of
all impounded unauthorized vessels, on the Department when the vessel owner does not
repossess the impounded vessel prior to disposition. The process is both costly and time­
consuming for the Department. Under Brown v. Thompson, 91 Haw. 1, 979 P.2d 586 (1999),
the State is also not entitled to recover mooring fees incurred by the vessel owner prior to
impoundment. The Department believes that in the case of a vessel owner who is in violation of
mooring within a state small boat harbor or offshore mooring area without a valid use permit, the
vessel owner should have a continuing obligation to pay for all fees incurred.

This bill clarifies that the vessel owner shall be responsible for absorbing the costs and expenses
related to the disposition of impounded unauthorized vessels within state small boat harbors and
offshore mooring areas and for all mooring fees incurred prior to impoundment.




