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My name is Ken Guerrero and I am a MSW student at University of Hawaii at Manoa. I support 
the intention of this bill and agree that legislation should be enacted to maintain a minimum 
number of instructional hours. 

As a student of the Hawaii Child Welfare Collaboration Education program, better known as the 
Title IV -E program, ( have worked closely with youth in foster care in the past year. As a 
practicum student with Family Programs Hawaii , I have the honor of helping teenagers continue 
their education by entering college. It is a blessing to see how many youth in foster care want to 
continue their education and make their dreams come true. 

When I speak to these youth, they explain how they wish there were no Furlough Fridays'. They 
see the importance of their education and how Furlough Fridays' have affected their knowledge. 
It causes them to have more work with less direction. They are eager to learn more but feels their 
opportunities are at a minimum because of this change. 

Research illustrates that youth in foster care may not excel as significant compared to those who 
have established families. Because they have to make so many transitions in their life, they have 
a harder time establishing relationships and maintaining focus on their education. Allowing a 
minimum number of instructional hours per school year will help them improve in these areas. 
This will not only help them grow educationally bUI also in every area of their lives. 

In the end, we are affecting our future because we are shunning our youth to reach their highest 
potential. These youth will be our future and it is important that we continue to foster their 
education so they may learn how to lead the next generations on the right path. Establishing a 
minimum number of instructional hours per school year will re-illustrate our value in the 
educational system. 

Thank you again for your interest improving Hawaii' s public schools. I truly believe this bill will 
create a huge difference in our youth ' s lives. (fyou have any questions, you make contact me at 
389- 5750 or e-mail me at "-emul h'1\\'iJL~~U . 

Aloha, 

a<~~ Msvv -s+-uden-t 
Keri Guerrero, MSW Student 
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Aloha. My name is Ronnie Bautista and I am a graduate studenl at the University 
of Hawaii , Manoa in the School of Social Work. I am testifying in favor ofH.B. NO. 
2486 RD. 2. 

Some of the reasons I am in suppOl1 orthe bill: Having a sct number of 
instructional hours will allow our students to fully maximize their education. As we 
stand now, the lesser amollnt of instructional hours our youth have in their education 
have affected not only our youth, but our families and communities as well. Education is 
a priority; it is a worthy investment for our future generations. 

Some of lhe concerns that have come up due to instructional hours being cut are 
1he lack of priority given to education as well as the quality of education that our youth 
need, to be product ive citizens. To some students, having two days out orlhe month may 
be a fantasy they could not believe happened, but the reality for them, is that they have to 
pay for it, the quality oCtheir education is jeopard ized. The cUlTiculum is affected in that 
some of the activities to supplement their educations that would really benefit sllldents 
have been cut out. Students are getting more homework, but having a teacher and a 
structure for them 10 learn is what's going to make a difference in these youth. Parents 
rely on the educational system to teach our youth and we need to keep our youth in 
school as much as poss ible. 

How this affects families- parents have had to step up and take more 
responsibility for teaching their kids which isn't necessarily negative, but it docs put 
more strain and stress all families, as parents now have to not only close the gap on 
teaching was should havc been taught in school, to also, rely on other family members to 
take care oflheir children when they are not in school. IUhe parents do not have Ihe 
income, resources or the support systcms in place, ollr commun.ities will suffer. What 
happens to our youth that do not have families? And what happens to our ftU11ilies, which 
do not have the time, income, the extended family members to take care of their children, 
the resources?? What happens to the segment orthe community and population that do 
not have the support system?? 

Allhis crucial lime, youth that are not in school and are not taken care of al home, 
have no place to go. As much as possible, we wan I our youth to be in school or in youth 
programs that will help them be productive and not in the slreets. Due to the economy 
and the budget, our non-profits and social service agencies have taken a hit and will not 
be able to service our youth. Education needs to be a priority and if inst.ructional hours 
are being cut, our youth need a place to go as a result. Tllis is why T am in support of this 
bill. Thank you very much for your time and the opportunity to voice my stance on this 
bill. 

RonnieBautist~~e-
University of Hawaii, Manoa Graduate Student in School of Social Work. 
808-832-7828 
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